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* w J OUIS  BOEHMER,  second  son  of 
! ; r Henry  J.  and  Mary  (Wellman)  Boeh- 
i mer,  was  born  in  Fort  Jennings 

August  25,  1841,  and  attended  the 
public  school  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  de- 
voting three  months  of  each  year  to  study 
therein,  after  which  his  education  was  entirely 
self  acquired.  He  worked,  when  Vmall,  on 
the  farm  of  his  grandfather  Wellman,  and 
when  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  wrent  into 
his  father's  mill — the  first  grist-mill  of  Fort 
Jennings,  built  about  1847.  The  first  dam 
across  the  Auglaize  river  at  this  point  was 
built  of  logs  by  Henry  Joseph  Borhmer  in 
1850,  and  a saw-mill  attached.  In  1866  the 
grist-mill  was  built,  and  remodeled  in  1886 
with  a complete  roller  system,  but  was  de- 
stroyed by  lire  about  1887.  In  February, 

1 S. 8 7 , Mr.  Boehmer  rebuilt  the  saw  mill,  put 
in  new  machinery,  and  is  now  tinning  out 
about  8,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day. 

The  marriage  of  Louis  Boehmer  was  sol- 
emnized at  Fort  Jennings  July  20,  [865,  with 
Miss  Anna  Kleekamp,  who  was  born  May  2, 
1840,  a daughter  of  Frank  H.  and  Catherine 
(Rolker)  Kleekamp.  Mr.  Kleekamp  came 
from  Hanover,  Germany,  about  1847,  and 
two  years  later  brought  over  his  family.  He 
first  worked  in  the  mill,  saved  Ins  earnings, 
and  later  ran  a tavern,  and  next  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  business,  which  he  carried  on 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  reared  a most  respected  family  of 
ten  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boehmer  have 
had  born  to  them  five  children,  all  of  whom 
have  been  reared  to  maturity,  viz:  Anna, 

Elizabeth,  George  H.,  Marie  A.  and  Albert 
L.  The  parents  are  ( atholics,  have  reared 
t heir  family  in  the  same  faith,  and  they  now 
stand  among  the  foremost  of  the  most  respec- 
table society  of  Fort  Jennings  and  the  county 
of  Putnam.  In  politics  Mr.  Boe'ener  is  a 


democrat  and  has  been  a member  of  the  school- 
board  for  twenty-seven  years,  a member  of 
the  common  council  of  Fort  Jennings  seven 
years,  and  a justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of 
the  county  and  is  the  proprietor  of  three  savv- 
j mills — one  at  Fort  Jennings,  one  at  Middle- 
1 point  and  one  at  Stanley.  As  is  evident,  Mr. 

| Boehmer  is  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  this 
I prosperity  is  due  to  hi-  natural  busines  - qual- 
ifications to  a great  extent,  an  1 dso  largely  to 
| his  persistent  industiv.  IT  is  business  integrity 
is  universally  acknowledged,  and  his  promises 
| are  as  freely  relied,  on,  when  once  gw. -a,  as 
1 any  document  backed  by  all  the  collateral  in 
existence. 


JLLIAM  BOEHMFR,  ex-county 
commissionei , of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  vvas  born  in  Fort  Jennings, 
August  15.  1846,  in  his  father's  old 
Indian  trading  post,  which  is  still  standing. 
His  father,  Henry  Jo  < ph  Boehmer,  a-;  w ill 
readily  be  seen  by  a preceding  sketch,  v one 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  township.  Will- 
iam, our  subject,  was  reared  a farm  and 
miller,  and  from  the  time  he  vvas  large  enough 
to  first  handle  a sack  of  grain  ran  tlu  nine 
mill,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother  Louis, 
until  1870,  when  he  married,  at  Fort  |r  ■ ngs, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Odenwailer,  a native  of  Oden- 
wald,  Hessc-Darms’.  !■  Germany.  : ouis 
Odenwailer,  father  of  Mrs.  B -ehmer,  was  a 
well-educated  gentleman  and  a school-tv  her. 
His  wife  vvas  a daughter  of  Pmer  Karst,  and 
there  were  born  to  tlu-m  seven  childiv  • viz: 
Elizabeth,  Lewis,  John  Henry  Matilda,  Ber- 
nard ina  and  Bernard,  ah  born  in  Ohio  with  the 
exception  of  Elizabeth,  who  is  a natwe  01  Ger- 
many, born  in  1847  in  I er  fathers  native  vil- 
lage. In  1847  Mr.  O ii’uwaUer  came  to  mer- 
lca  and  located  at  Finulay,  Ohio  ran  a grocery 
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store,-,  and  then  went  to  Pendleton,  Ohio,  and 
for  a time  kept  a grocery  in  connection  with  a 
tavern.  In  1853  he  came  to  Fort  Jennings 
and  taught  school  here  and  in  the  surrounding 
country  for  at  least  twenty,  years,  and  then 
kept  a grocery  store  until  Ins  death,  in  the 
faith  ot  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Boelnner  settled  in  Fort 
jennings,  and  worked  in  the  mall  until  1883, 
when  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  by 
the  democratic  part}',  and  so  satisfactorily  did 
he  perform  his  duties  that  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  was  re-elected  l>\  a good  round 
majority.  In  March,  1894,  Mr.  Boehmer 
moved  to  his  present  farm,  which  was  formerly 
a part  of  his  father's  estate.  He  has  erected 
a beautiful  residence  on  his  place,  and  he  owns, 
beside,  .1  residence  property  in  town.  He  has 
recent!}  been  elected  a trustee  of  Jennings 
township,  has  been  mayor  of  Fort  Jennings 
several  years,  has  sort  ed  as  justice-  of  the  peace 
three  years,  and  is  now  serving  as  one  of  the 
jury  commissioners.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boehmer  Irate  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Amelia,  Matilda, 

brederick,  Gertrude,  Otto,  Bernardina  and 
Louis.  Of  these  Matilda  is  married  to  Charles 
Rimlinger,  a farmer  of  Fort  Jennings,  who  is 
descended  trom  good  old  German-French  par- 
ents, who  settled  in  Putnam  count}’,  and  has 
been  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  all 
the  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his 
ti  itvnship. 


OS  If  PH  N.  BOXWK1.L,  of  Cascade, 
Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
is  a retired  larmer  and  merchant,  is 
among  the  best  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed ( iti/ens,  and  is  the  son  ol  Moses  and 
and  ('alb:  line  fb'ogwell)  Boxwcll.  Moses 
!>o\  we  1 1 w a • born  in  Alleghany  county,  Md  , ! 

October  8 1802,  his  parents  having  come  to  1 

4 


lid 


America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
was  one  of  a family  of  nine  children  and  was 
married,  about  the  year  of  1825.  to  Catherine 
Fogwell,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Md.,  March  4,  1805,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  the  following-named  children:  Daniel  A. 
and  John  \Y.,  deceased  in  infancy;  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Keifer,  deceased,  William  I . interested  in 
the  gold  mines  of  Idaho;  Joseph  N.,  of  this 
mention;  Catherine  and  George  P.,  deceased. 
After  his  marriage  Moses  Boxwcll  located  in 
Alleghany  county,  Md.,  when  his  time  was 
divided  between  farming,  .shoemaking  and  car- 
pentering. He  became  a very  wealth}’  man 
and  his  wife's  people  were  also  a family  of 
ample  means.  He  died  February  20,  1843, 
truly  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  Many 
public  favors  and  distinctions  in  the  wav  of 
offices  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  and  lie- 
had  been  a life-long  suppoi  ter  of  the  whig 
party,  to  which  he  gave  loyal  allegiance;  he 
was  a member  of  the  Wes,.  \ an  Mvhodist 
J Episcopal  church  and  a clirist  ■ m gentleman  in 
his  daily  life  and  dealing.  H s wile  died  in 
1844,  a member  of  the  Luth<  rai.  church 

Joseph  N.  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  eleven  years  began  life  for 
himself,  earning. his  own  living,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  learned  the  miller's  trade, 
'which  business  he  followed  for  eight  'ears. 
He  attended  school  some  sevc  u months  and 
gave  such  other  time  t->  stud\  a-  was  possible. 
In  the  year  of  1 848  he  came  to  I'utnam  county, 
and  on  August  30,  1855,  was  n cried  to  Ade- 
1 line  Meyers,  who  was  born  August  30,  1836, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mm., met  Meyers, 
and  became  the  mother  of  nine  children; 
Jacob  ( harles,  deceased;  Anna  M ilia,  « 1 i • • 1 in 
infancy;  Maggie  Edith,  wife  ol  Pi  of.  E.  I.ogan; 
Abraham  M.,  of  the  ( heroic,  crip;  |o->eph 
S.,  a mercantile  traveler  o!  I c-ic  ; 1 A a M , 
deceased  wife  of  b Hart;  \\  dhe,  deceased  m 
infancy,  and  Albert  E.  at  the  ol  liu  and 
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John  Edward,  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Box- 
well  began  life  in  pure  pioneer  fashion,  set- 
tling immediately  after  their  marriage  on  their 
present  place,  which  was  then  an  unbroken 
and  uncleared  wilderness.  Mr.  Boxwell’s  time, 
from  1879  to  March,  1883,  was  occupied  on 
his  farm  and  in  following  the  milling  trade,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Cascade,  where  he  now 
lives.  An  important  and  honorable  event  in 
the  history  of  our  subject  was  his  enlistment, 
April  4,  1862,  in  the  Union  army,  in  company 
C,  Eighty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 
Under  this  enlistment  he  served  four  months 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  re-enlisted  m February, 
1863,  in  company  B,  Second  Ohio  heavy  artil- 
lery, in  which  he  gallantly  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  June 
20,  1865.  He  was  at  Franklin' and  Nashville 
and  through  to  Atlanta,  and  experienced  the 
man)  hardships  of  camp  and  soldier's  life, 
losing  his  eyesight  by  exposure.  After  the  war 
he  began  improving  his  place,  making  such 
headway  as  lack  of  seeing  would  permit,  his 
sight  in  1 866  being  gone. 

In  1877  Mrs.  Boxwell  died.  She  was  a 
woman  of  true  and  practical  piety  and  a com- 
municant of  the  Christian  church.  April  16, 
1880,  Mr.  Boxwell  was  married  to  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Staffer,  nee  Shank.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Box- 
well  was  born  in  Putnam  county  January  5, 
1837,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  Greens- 
burg  tow  nship.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jonas 
and  Veronica  (Meyers)  Shank,  both  natives  of 
Maryland  and  earl)  settlers  of  Ohio.  She  is 
a member  of  the  Mennonnite  church,  and  her 
husband  a member  of  the  Christian  church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Boxwell  is  a republican  and 
has  often  held  the  office  of  township  clerk, 
trustee,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  VYisor  post,  and  one 
of  his  gn  at  enjoyments  is  the  meeting  of  the 
boys  in  blue — the  old  comrades  of  by-gone 
soldier  days.  It  gives  one  pleasure  to  write 


of  men  whose  character  admits  of  so  many 
kind  acts  and  deeds  as  our  subject.  Three 
girls  and  a number  of  boys  have  been  brought 
up  and  aided  by  him,  and  his  life  is  rich  in  kind 
and  generous  actions. 


OHN  A.  BOGGS,  one  of  the  young 
and  successful  fanners  of  Monroe  town- 
ship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  v .is  born 
in  Miami  county,  October  30,  1858. 

His  grandfather  was  Ezekiel  Boggs,  whose  son 
John  was  born  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio, 
June  24,  1809,  was  < »f  German  desc<  * and 
was  reared  a farmer.  From  Hamilton  county 
John  mowd  to  Miami  county,  where  ! built 
a water-power  grist  and  saw-mill,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  lulia  A.  Snodgrass,  who 
was  born  July  16,  1816,  a daughter  of  \\  illiam 
and  Margaret  (Newcomb)  Snodgrass. 

John  Boggs,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  lather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mon- 
roe township,  Putnam  countv,  coning  here 
when  the  country  wuis  a vast  forest,  tilled  with 
swamps  and  frog-ponds  and  infested  w tli  wild 
animals;  scarcely  am  roads  had  been  laid  out, 
very  little  clearing  had  been  done,  no  ditching 
nor  draining  had  been  undertaken,  and  cabins 
of  settlers  w'ere  few  and  far  between  But 
among  the  wild  animals  that  roamed  the  for- 
est were  deer,  and  occasionally  a beai  or  two, 
that  helped  to  rep’<  msh  the  too-often  depleted 
larder  ol  the  pioneer,  and  served  to  reiii  ve  the 
sameness  or  lack  oi  \ ariety  on  the  Hail)  table. 
Here  Mr.  Boggs  sm  .ceded  in  clearii  up  a 
farm  of  great  fertility  and  with  the  exercise  of 
the  almost  unceasing  toil  necessary  at  that  day 
made  for  himself  and  family  a home  which  at 
present  has  few  equal  ~ for  comfort  and  profit 
in  Putnam  county,  11  1 of  this  comfort  lie  now 
fully  avails  himself,  h ing  in  e ase  and  enjoying 
the  respect  of  a hu  ge  circle  ot  frit  ; Us  and 
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neighbors  that  the  country,  when  he  first 
settled  in  it,  knew  not  of.  William  Snod- 
grass, father  of  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Boggs,  came  to 
Monroe  township,  Putnam  county,  in  i860, 
and  here  worked  as  a carpenter  a number  of 
years;  later  he  cleared  up  a farm  of  ninety- 
seven  acres  and  made  a home  unequaled,  or, 
at  least,  unexcelled,  in  all  the  conveniences  of 
modern  civilization.  Here  he  lost  his  wife 
December  12,  [887;  she  being,  as  he,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church.  He  still  lives  on 
the  old  farm,  a highly  respected  gentleman 
and  a well-known  member  of  the  republican 
party,  the  principles  of  which  he  ardently  sus- 
tains at  the  polls. 

John  A.  Boggs,  the  respected  subject  of 
this  biographical  mention,  was  but  an  infant 
when  brought  to  Monroe  township,  Putnam 
county,  tie  received  his  early  education  in 
the  old-fashioned  frontier  log  school-house, 
which,  though  lowly,  ver\  often  gave  forth 
pupils  who  in  after  hie  became  prominent  in 
every  department  of  life— in  statesmanship, 
in  the  legal  profession,  in  medicine,  in  the 
profession  of  arms — and  who  had  their  names 
inscribed  on  the  tablets  in  the  temple  of  Fame. 
Our  subject,  however,  was  content  with  the 
instruction  necessary  for  the  prosperous  prose- 
cution of  the  everyday  affairs  of  the  rural  life 
to  which  he  was  reared,  for  his  life  has  always 
been  that  of  a farmer.  Reaching  his  majority, 
Mr.  Boggs  was  first  united  in  the  bonds  of 
matrimony,  May,  3,  1879,  with  Miss  Emeline 
Spencer,  who  was  born  October  30,  1862,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Rebecca  (Hobbs) 
Spencer,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children — Rosetta  and  Fima  L.  The  death 
of  the  mother  of  these  children  took  place 
fanuary  15  1882,  and  the  second  marriage  of 

Mr.  Boggs  was  solemnized  on  the  1 ith  day  of 
October,  1886,  with  Miss  Catharine  P. 
Spencer,  who  was  born  August  4,  1869,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  B.  and  Rebecca  Spencer. 


To  this  happy  union  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Edna,  Franklin,  Mary,  Flor- 

ence and  Elsie  Viola,  who  still  live  to  bless 
the  home  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Boggs  has  a finely  cultivated  farm  of 
ninety-seven  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which 
he  assisted  in  clearing  up.  He  has  improved 
it  with  every  modern  convenience  and  has  a 
neat,  substantial  dwelling,  that  is  an  ornament 
to  the  neighborhood.  His  fields  show  every 
evidence  of  the  care  of  a skillful  agriculturist, 
and  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  best 
farmer  of  his  age  in  the  township.  In  politics 
Mr.  Boggs  is  a republican,  and  has  held  sev- 
eral township  offices.  With  his  wife  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  also  of 
Enterprise  grange,  No.  777,  P of  H Mr. 
Boggs,  who  has  climbed  the  ladder  of  success 
from  the  bottom  rung  to  the  utmost  towering 
height,  well  deserves  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 
Although  yet  a young  man,  he  has,  through 
an  intelligent  exercise  of  the  superior  c] • > a U t ies 
with  which  he  has  been  endowed  by  nature, 
attained  an  assured  position  that,  although  it 
does  not  justify  a defiance  of  the  powers  of 
fate,  yet  gives  every  evidence  of  a prolonged 
and  happy  future. 


EV.  CHARLES  BRASCH LEE,  of 
Fort  Jennings,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Switzerland,  November 
2,  1843,  u son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Baechtiger)  Braschler,  and  is  the  only 
survivor  of  a family  of  eleven  children.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  or  twelve  years  he  was 
placed  at  work  in  a large  cotton  mill,  where 
lie  was  employed  tor  about  four  years,  acquir- 
ing, in  the  meantime,  an  excellent  common- 
school  education;  lie  subsequent  l\  attended  a 
normal  school  for  a year,  studied  Latin,  and 
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otherwise  prepared  himself  for  college,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  was  admitted  to  the 
Mary  Einsdeln  order  of  Saint  Benedict,  and 
graduated  four  years  later;  he  then  attended 
the  college  at  Freeh  urg  one  year,  and  the  next 
two  years  studied  philosophy  and  physics  in 
Mon/a,  Italy;  in  1867  he  came  to  America 
and  studied  theology  at  Saint  Mary’s  semi- 
nary, at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  three  years;  July 
1 7,  1870,  he  was  ordained  priest  at  Cleveland, 
by  Bishop  Mullen,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  in  the  absence 
of  the  presiding  bishop. 

Father  Braschler  began  his  pastoral  labors 
at  Edgerton,  Ohio,  where  for  three  years  he 
had  charge  of  six  missions,  extending  over 
three  counties;  in  1873,  he  was  called  to 
Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge 
of  Saint  Peter’s  congregation,  and  was  very 
successful  in  his  ministry  for  nearly  sixteen 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  came  to  Fort 
Jennings,  where  he  has  since  faithfully  exer- 
cised the  functions  of  his  holy  office.  Father 
Braschler  is  a gentleman  of  refined  spirituality 
as  well  as  thorough  scholarship,  and  a linguist 
of  exceptional  attainments.  He  is  by  nature 
a musician,  and  rigid  training  and  discipline 
have  made  him  an  expert  in  the  art.  As  .1 
performer  on  the  organ  he  has  few  equals, 
and  several  other  musical  instruments  yield 
readily  to  his  manipulation,  while  his  voice  is 
ever  a welcome  and  agreeable  accompaniment 
to  either  choir  or  mass.  His  eloquence  is  of 
the  most  exalted  character,  his  logic  indisput- 
able and  convincing,  his  mannei  "suave  and 
pleasing,  and  his  piety  is  made  manifest  in  his 
every  act.  His  early  habits  of  studv  have  had 
much  to  do  in  the  formation  of  his  character, 
but  nature  endowed  him  with  powers  of  en- 
ergy and  indefatigability.  His  work  for  the 
church  and  his  present  parishionei can  never 
be  fully  appreciated  by  the  latter  July  17, 
1805,  the  reverend  father  celebrated  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  ordination  to 


the  priesthood,  receiving  the  fervent  congratu- 
lations of  his  flock  and  many  complimentary 
letters  from  abroad. 


:XRY  THOMPSON  BRECKBILL, 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  is  a na- 
tive of  Pe  nnsylvania,  having  been 
born  in  Lebanon  county,  that  state,  on  July 
20,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Jonas  and  Pru- 
dence (Fletcher)  Breckbill,  the  father  having 
been  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  ye  n 1812, 
and  the  mother  in  London,  England,  the  same 
year.  Dr.  Breckbill’s  grandfather  w John 
Breckbill,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  and 
was  the  son  of  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
to  America  from  Switzerland  prior  to  the  Rev- 
olutionary, war,  in  which  struggle  one  of  them 
was  a colonel.  When  these  brothers  came 
across  the  sea  the  name  was  BrightOH,  but 
the  branch  of  the  lumil)  from  which  the  doc- 
tor springs  changed  it  to  Breckbill.  Tim  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  Eletch  .,  who 
came  to  America  during  the  last  centurv  as  a 
surveyor,  being  the  first  surveyor  to  1 ne  to 
his  part  of  the  countiw  . He  followed  this  calling 
for  many  years,  and  then  became  stipe’  itend- 
ent  of  the  Coalman  iron  works  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  at  which  vocation  he  continued  the  bal- 
ance of  his  life.  Five  years  after  he  came 
across  his  family  joined  him.  The  p. 'waits  of 
Dr.  Breckbill  were  married  in  Lancaster,  Pa., 
111  1 8 3 3 , and  remained  in  Lebanon  county  un- 
til 185L  mid  then  came  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  the)’  crossing  the  Alleghany  mountains 
when  the  cars  wen  drawn  over  by  horses. 
1 hey  settled  on  a farm  in  Richland  countv, 
Ohio,  twelve  miles  northeast  from  Mansfield. 
They  remained  on  the  farm  for  about  six  years, 
and  then,  selling  out,  n moved  to  Shell. \ , Ohio, 
where  the  father  engaged  ; 1 the  hardware 
business.  In  1871;  they  came  with  1 > 1 Burk- 
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bill  to  Columbus  Grove,  the  father  dying  here  j 
September  17,  1882,  the  mother  surviving  him  ! 
and  dying  on  November  18,  1886.  The  father 
was  reared  a member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church,  and  the  mother  of  the  Episco- 
pal church  of  England.  After  their  marriage 
the)'  became  members  of  the  United  Brethren  J 
church.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  1 
and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man-  j 
hood  and  womanhood  but  one,  the  fifth  son, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Another  | 
son  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  in  1883. 

Dr.  Breckbill  was  six  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm  and  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  passing 
through  the  high  school  of  that  place.  At 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  taught  his  first  school, 
and  continued  in  the  same  vocation  three  years. 
He  then  entered  a dry-goods  store  in  Shelby, 
and  there  resided  from  1862  to  1877.  During 
that  period  he  read  medicine  and  recited  at 
night  for  seven  years.  In  1877  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Ballard,  and  read  that  sum- 
mer, and  in  September  of  that  year  went  to 
Cincinnati  and  entered  Pulte  Medical  college,  i 
remaining  there  until  March,  1878,  when  he 
graduated.  Returning  to  Shelby  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Dr.  A.  M.  Ballard,  his 
preceptpr,  and  remained  one  year.  In  1879 
he  came  to  Columbus  Grove  on  a visit,  and 
while  here  was  influenced  by  friends  to  lo- 
cate permanently.  Again  returning,  to  Shelby 
count)'  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  on  April 

26,  1879,  he  removed  here  and  immediatel) 
engaged  m the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
has  since  continued.  He  is  a member  of  the 
State  Homeopathic  Medical  society  and  of  the 
World  Homeopath)' society;  is  a member  ot 
the  Rufus  Putnam  lodge,  of  Columbus  Grove, 
and  ol  Ottawa  chapter,  and  the  Sir  Knights  of 
Lima,  and  also  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Dr.  Breckbil  was  married  December 

27,  1882,  .0  Zoe  k.  Maple,  youngest  daughter 


of  Simon  and  Kate  Maple,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children — Bonnie,  born  March 
8,  1890,  and  Catherine  Prudence,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1894,  and  died  March  14,  1895. 
The  doctor  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, operating  320  acres  of  land. 


BRAND  G.  BRINKMAN,  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  Jennings  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son 
of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town- 
ship, and  is  of  sturdy  German  stock.  Leopold 
Brinkman,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
j native  of  Westphalia,  Prussia,  was  a farmer, 
and  married  Elizabeth  Pitzes,  the  union  result- 
ing in  the  birth  of  five  children:  Herman, 

Bernard,  Henry,  Frank  and  Annie.  Leopold 
Brinkman  lived  until  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  and  died  on  his  farm  in 
Prussia,  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Frank  H.  Brinkman,  the  father  of  Frank 
G.,  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm, 
in  Westphalia,  December  10,  1820,  and  came 
to  America  in  1848  or  1849,  in  the  sailing  ves- 
sel Antoinette,  from  Bremen,  making  the  voy- 
age in  fifty-six  days,  and  landing  in  New  York. 
He  located  first  in  Cincinnati  and  married, 
June  10,  1851,  Elizabeth  Winkleman,  who 
was  born  October  18,  1825,  in  Westphalia,  a 
daughter  of  Bernard  and  Annie  M.  (Arens) 
Winkleman.  Bernard  Winkleman  was  also  a 
native  of  Westphalia,  and  was  a farmer,  and 
served  his  time  in  the  Prussian  army.  To  his 
] marriage  were  born  three  children — Tl.erese, 
Matthias  and  Elizabeth.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  fall  of  1843,  sailing  from 
Bremen  and  bound  for  New  Orleans,  but  his 
vessel,  the  Burgundy,  stranded  in  the  English 
! channel  two  and  a half  days  later,  and  the 
j passengers  were  taken  to  London  and  thence 
forwarded  to  New  Orleans,  but  m the  voyage 
the  vessel  was  ravaged  by  fever  and  cholera. 


■ 


V • ;r 


■,  . . , , r * ' ■ ' Vi.  iv  ■ * 

* 7 ■ 


" '*•♦*  ?•;-  ••  1 - : ; . . • . . . . , 

- ; r v,;-  ■ ■ ..  ■ • /'  1 ■ • ' 

" 


...  . , , _ • ■.  i-v 

• : ; : ; ;i*r  . 

^ ..  . , .. 


■ : • r{'.'  1 s ■ ‘ • if  • • ■ • - .• 


< )) 

- 

b •:  ; 

BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


<>8 


and  the  mother  and  a brother,  Theodore,  died 
of  the  latter  disorder.  Bernard  Winkleinan 
and  a daughter  reached  St.  Louis,  and  there 
he  also  died  of  cholera  in  the  fall  of  1846. 
Mrs.  Brinkman  and  her  brother,  Matthias,  then 
proceeded  to  Cincinnati,  where  she  worked  as 
a domestic  until  her  marriage  to  our  subject. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinkman  re- 
sided in  Cincinnati  until  1856,  and  then  moved 
to  Delphos.  He  had  already  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  now  lives  in 
1853,  and  settled  thereon  in  1857.  It  was  all 
woods  and  swamp,  but  he  erected  a log  cabin 
and  cleared  away  little  by  little  of  his  farm  as 
he  could  spare  time  from  his  day's  work  at 
Ottoville  and  Delphos.  By  hard  work,  how- 
ever, he  succeeded  in  wresting  a first-class 
farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  in  rearing  live 
children,  viz:  Matthias,  Elizabeth,  Erhard, 

Annie  and  Frank  G.  The  eldest  was  born  in 
Cincinnati  and  she  remainder  on  the  farm  in 
the  order  named. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinkman  and  family  were 
all  ardent  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 
He  manifested  his  devotion  to  his  faith  by  con- 
tributing $300  in  casli  and  $ioo  in  labor — a 
total  of  $400— to  the  erection  of  the  magnifi- 
cent Catholic  house  of  worship  in  Ottoville, 
and  in  that  faith  he  died  on  his  farm  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years,  nine  months  and  nine  days, 
having  been  in  politics  a democrat.  Frank  G. 
Brinkman  was  born  September  14,  1866,  and 
received  a good  common-school  education. 
He  has  always  been  a farmer,  and  is  one  of 
most  enterprising  in  his  township.  Matthias 
Winkleinan,  brother  of  Mrs.  Brinkman  and 
father  of  Max  Winkleinan,  whose  biography 
will  be  found  on  another  page,  was  born  in 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  March  2,  1827,  and  came 
to  America  when  a young  man,  three  years  be- 
fore his  father — probably  about  1842 — and 
landed  at  New  Orleans,  say  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  and,  coming  north,  learned  the 


tinner's  trade  at  Xenia,  Ohio.  He  removed  to 
Delphos  early  in  1852  or  1853,  and  entered 
the  farm  on  which  Frank  G.  Brinkman  now 
lives,  Mr.  Winklemun  purchasing  ;t  in  1853. 
Matthias  Winkleinan  then  moved  to  Delphos, 
and  there  married  Frances  Michel, 


FORGE  BUCHANAN,  deceased,  was 
a successful  and  respected  farmer  of 
Greensburg  township,  Putnam  countv, 
Ohio,  and  was  born,  in  1832,  in  Co- 
shocton county,  Ohio,  a son  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Ayers)  Buchanan.  His  father,  |ohn, 
was  a native  of  Irelan  1 who  came  to  America 
in  his  youth,  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  Co- 
shocton comity,  and  there  married  Mi  Wers, 
who  became  themotherol  tw<  children— John, 
who  died  in  1868,  and  George,  the  su!  ret  of 
this  sketch. 

George  Buchanan  was  educated  in  tb  com- 
mon schools  and  reared  to  farming.  From 
Coshocton,  Ohio,  he  accompanied  his  mother, 
in  his  youth,  to  Illinois,  whence  they  came,  in 
1854,  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  w here,  in  1859, 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  McGinley,  da  ighler 
of  Charles  and  Mar)' A.  (Ewing)  McGinley,  and 
this  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Alice  M.,  wife  of  Leroy 
Hixon,  of  Audrain  county,  Mo. ; Belle,  deceased 
wife  of  Daniel  Fender,  of  Michigan ; Charles  J , ; 
Eddie,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Teniae  |., 
also  deceased.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan located  on  a farm  in  Perry  township, 
Putnam  county,  but  four  years  later  moved  to 
Greensburg  township,  then  moved  to  I bertv 
township,  find  in  1807  to  Eaton  county,  Mich. 
In  1870  he  returned  to  Putnam  count\  Ohio, 
en  route  to  the  South  in  search  of  healtl).  He 
was  a successful  fanner  and  stock  trader,  and 
greatly  re  spected  by  ah  with  w hom  he  had  am 
dealing.  A Freemason  and  an  Odd  F.  How, 
he  was  held  in  high  Vein  by  his  fellow  -mem- 
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bers  of  both  brotherhoods;  in  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  democrat,  and  in  religion  a consistent 
Methodist,  in  which  faith  he  died  in  1872. 

John  Buchanan,  elder  brother  of  George, 
our  subject,  was  a teacher  in  early  life,  later  he 
became  a lawyer,  and  was  for  a number  of 
years  clerk  of  court.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
held  a captain’s  commission,  and  was  a gallant 
soldier.  He  married  Susan  Hinsel,  of  Illinois, 
and  this  union  was  favored  with  five  children, 
all  now  residing  in  Nebraska. 

Elizabeth  (McGinley)  Buchanan  was  born 
in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  in  1842.  Her  fa- 
ther, Cliarles  McGinley,  was  a native  of  Ve- 
nango county,  Pa.,  and  a son  of  Jacob  McGin- 
ley, who  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  became  an 
early  settler  of  Pennsylvania.  Charles  McGin- 
ley, 'although  reared  to  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture, came  in  his  youth  to  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  there  engaged  in  contracting  and 
mining,  in  which  vocation  he  met  with  much 
success.  He  married  Miss  Marv  A.  Ewing,  a 
daughter  of  J ames  and  Dorothy  (Hipner)  Ew- 
ing, and  the  seven  children  born  to  this  marriage 
were  named  as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Levi 
Guy,  of  Greensburg  township,  Putnam  countv; 
Margaret,  wife  of  Benjamin  Connell,  of  Mich- 
igan; Nancy,  who  died  in  childhood ; Elizabeth, 
whose  name  opens  this  paragraph;  Jacob,  de- 
ceased; Mary,  wife  of  Harrison  Ayers,  of  Van 
Wert  count}',  Ohio,  and  Ellen,  married  to  John 
Campbell,  of  Greensburg  township,  Putnam 
county. 

In  1858  Charles  McGinley  moved  his  fam- 
ily to  Putnan  county  and  cleared  up  a farm 
from  the  woods,  and  here  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  dying  in  1874,  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  in  politics  a sound  dem- 
ocrat. Mrs.  Buchanan,  who  has  passed  her 
live  decades  of  years,  resided  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  (iieensburg  township,  until  aged  five 
She  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Columbia  11  a conn  tv  and  later  bra:  a me  one  of  the 


pioneer  teachers  of  Putnam  county.  For  a 
number  of  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  continued  to  carry  on  the  old  homestead, 
with  the  assistance  of  her  sons,  but  in  1890 
moved  to  her  present  home  in  Kalida. 

Alice  M.  Hixon,  eldest  child  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Perry  town- 
ship, Putnam  county  Ohio,  June  26,  1861, 
received  her  primary  education  in  the  common 
schools,  afterward  attended  the  Normal  univer- 
sity at  Ada,  and  for  seven  years  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  I11  i 883  she  was  married  to 
Leroy  Hixon,  has  borne  two  children,  Grace 
K.  and  Burton  B.,  and  resides  at  Eaddonia,  Mo. 
Belle,  the  second  child  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Bu- 
chanan, was  born  February  7,1863,  was  marri- 
ed, in  1879,  to  Daniel  Fender,  a native  of  Eaton 
county  Mich., and  became  the  mother  of  three 
children — one  that  died  in  infanev, Grace  M . and 
Charles — while  her  own  death,  occurred  in  1 889. 
Charles  J.,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Bu- 
chanan, was  born  February  8,  1865,  received 
a good  education  and  in  early  hie  began  con- 
tracting; he  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  tile  and  brick,  as  w<  d as  the  hotel 
business,  and  has  traveled  width'  through  the 
west;  he  has  made  a success  of  everything  he 
has  undertaken,  and  now  stands  with  the  fore- 
most business  men  of  Kalida.  Terence  J.,  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  May  39,  1870,  and 
died  at  Roswell,  N.  Mex.,  January  28,  1895. 
He  was  well  educated,  was  full  of  energy  and 
the  soul  of  honor,  and  while  in  business  with 
his  brother,  Charles,  did  much  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  concern.  His  loss  was  deeply 
deplored  by  the  entire  community. 


HETEMAS  M.  BROWN  is  a successful 
business  man  of  Ottaw  a,  Ohio,  and  a 
brief  outline  of  his  personal  and  fam- 
ily history  is  herewith  presented.  His 
i father  David  Brown,  was  of  S otcli  and  bin- 


■ 

'r'  ! .'.  ; 

/• 

- &.1 

■ ■ ’ • ' ' 

; 



& >4 

> ' y ■ 

• . . fv 

'■)  .5  : 

■ ■ 

l . ' 

;y 

* ‘ 

- • ■■  ■ 1 1 i ’ r • ; •.  " 

'1  •"  ' - 1 : '■itifii-  ' 

-V'> 

■ • ( ! ... 


70 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


glish  descent,  and  a native  of  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  occurred  about 
tlie  year  1797.  By  occupation  David  Brown 
was  a mechanic.  He  became  a resident  of 
Ohio  in  1819,  locating  in  Wayne  county,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  government  land 
and  worked  at  his  trade  of  millwright.  In 
1846  he  moved  to  the  county  of  Holmes,  and 
one  year  later,  disposing  of  his  possessions  in 
Ohio,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
purchased  a part  of  the  paternal  homestead. 
He  died  in  his  native  state  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  The  father  of  David  Brown 
was  James  Brown,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  married  Miss  Charity  Po- 
cock.  David  Brown  was  a local  politician  of 
some  note,  supported  for  many  years  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  but  changed  his  political  views 
when  the  republican  party  sprang  into  exist- 
ence, identifying  himself  with  the  latter  and 
continuing  to  vote  with  the  same  until  his 
death.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  J.  Smith, 
whose  stepfather’s  name  was  Freeman.  She 
was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years,  leaving  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest  son, 
James,  now  dead,  was  an  oil  operator  in  Oil 
City,  Pa.;  the  daughter,  Sarah  |.,  married 
Aquilla  Naylor,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.  Daniel  S. 
resides  at  this  time  in  Oklahoma  territory. 
He  was  captain  of  company  F,  Fiftv-fifth  regi- 
ment Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  the  late  war, 
and  afterward  served  as  provost  marshal  of  the 
Fifth  Ohio  district.  The  next  in  order  of  birth 
is  Artemas  M.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
biography.  The  youngest  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, Leander  S.,  is  a well-known  physician, 
residing  at  Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  and  is  also  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  church,  and  a man  of 
much  professional  and  literary  acquirement. 

The  name  of  David  Brown’s  second  wife 
was  Susan  Molten,  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren: David,  deceased;  John,  a physician  of 


Middletown,  Pa.,  and  Silas,  also  a resident  of 
the  Keystone  state. 

Artemas  M.  Brown  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  six  miles  west  of  the  city  of 
Wooster,  November  3,  1835.  He  spent  the 
first  twelve  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state, 
and  then  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  attending  in  the  meantime  the 
common  schools  and  Pleasant  Valley  Normal 
school,  in  which  he  acquired  a good  education. 
The  greater  part  of  his  intellectual  training, 
however,  is  the  result  of  home  study,  and  be- 
fore reaching  his  twenty-first  year  he  began 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  with 
gratifying  success  for  a considerable  length  of 
time.  His  first  work  as  superintendent  of 
schools  was  at  Kalida,  Putnam  county,  in 
1867,  where  he  remained  for  a period  of 
eighteen  months,  and  then  accepted  a position 
at  Ottawa,  where  he  continued  two  years,  re- 
organizing the  schools  of  the  city,  in  the  :ean- 
time,  under  the  union  school  system.  Mr. 
Brown  severed  his  connection  with  edu  tional 
work  in  1870,  and,  in  partnership  with  G.  H. 
Rice  and  Nicholas  Goetschius,  organized  the 
firm  of  Rice,  Brown  A Go.,  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  wheels  and  wheel  material. 
The  firm  thus  constituted  lasted  about  twenty 
years,  its  dissolution  dating  from  the  sale  of 
the  property  in  1890.  since  which  time  Mr. 
Brown  has  been  engaged  in  settling  up  the 
business  of  the  same  He  purchased  the  sev- 
eral partners’  interests  in  the  Ottawa  Buggy 
company,  with  which  enterprise  lie  is  still 
identified,  in  connection  with  the  real  estate 
and  loan  business.  He  has  agencies  at  Mc- 
Comb,  Mount  Blanchard  and  Dupont,  and  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a very  extensive  b isiness 
in  Putnam  and  adjoining  counties. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  Madison  Jeffer- 
son county,  lnd.,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Henrietta  M. 
Binning,  who  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  October 
27,  1846.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brow  n 
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has  been  gladdened  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren— Carrie  A.,  a graduate  of  the  Ottawa 
high  school;  Emma,  also  a graduate,  and 
William  B.,  a student  at  Kenyon  Military 
academy,  Gambier,  Ohio.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  fraternally  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership 
with  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325.  In  matters  edu- 
cational he  manifests  a live  interest,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  has  done  much 
toward  bringing  the  schools  of  Ottawa  to 
their  present  state  of  efficiency.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a consistent  member  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Sunday-school,  having  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent Ottawa  township  in  the  state  Sunday- 
school  convention  which  convened  a short 
time  ago  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  In  the 
true  sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Brown  is  self- 
made,  and  it  is  a compliment  well  deserved  to 
class  him  with  the  most  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  the  county  of  Putnam. 
His  daughters  are  active  workers  in  the  Sun- 
day-school and  the  society  of  Christian  En- 
deavor, and  are  highly  esteemed  in  Ottawa, 
where  they  move  in  the  best  social  circles. 


OSEPH  BRUMLEY,  a prominent  farm- 
er and  early  settler  of  Van  Buren  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native 
of  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  and  was  born 
March  .3,  1834.  He  is  the  eldest  of  three 
children  born  to  John  and  Mary  Magdalen 
(Hift)  Brumley,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  February  4,  1800,  and  the 
latter  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  January  1,  1 800, 
and  were  married  in  Bedford  county  April  1 5, 
1833.  1 he  father  was  a highly  educated  gen- 

tleman, was  a county  surveyor,  and  also  owned 
a line  farm  in  the  Keystone  state,  but  through 
misfortune  lost  all  Ins  property,  and  in  1842 
came  to  < )hio  with  but  limited  means,  and  Hist 


located  in  Harrison  county,  where  for  a year 
he  taught  school.  He  also  taught  in  Coshocton, 
Henry  and  Hancock  counties,  and  did  some 
surveying  here  in  the  meantime.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought  a tract  of 
land  in  the  woods  in  Van  Buren  township, 
which  was  cleared  up  and  mostly  paid  for  by 
our  subject  and  his  brother.  There  were  no 
roads  in  Van  Buren  township  at  that  period, 
and  as  Mr.  Brumley  was  capable  in  every  re- 
spect, he  was  appointed  by  the  commissioners 
to  lay  these  out  and  do  other  special  work  for 
the  county.  At  his  death,  which  took  place 
December  18,  1856,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year,  he 
was  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Joseph  Brumley,  father  of  John  Brumley 
and  grandfather  of  Joseph,  our  subject,  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  day,  at  one  tint*  being 
treasurer  of  Washington  City.  I).  C.,  and  0111 
subject  has  in  his  possession  some  of  toe  old 
receipts  for  taxes  made  out  by  his  grandfather 
at  Washington  in  1816;  he  also  has  an  old 
docket  and  other  papers  made  out  by  his  father, 
John  Brumley,  who  served  several  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Coshocton  county , Ohio, 
which  he  cherishes  as  relics.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Henry  Hift,  was  a 
well-known  farmer  of  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  but 
afterward  moved  to  Bedford  county,  where  he 
bought  large  tracts  of  land  and  became  a very 
influential  citizen.  William  H.  Brumley,  the 
only  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1836,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents,  and  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage enlisted  in  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  and  after  his  recovery  was  retained  at 
the  hospital  as  nurse,  as  his  wound  had  ren- 
dered him  unfit  for  field  duty;  m fact,  he  never 
fully  recovered,  and  died  at  lus  home  from  the 
effects  of  this  wound  June  23,  1871.  Angcline 
II.  Brumley,  our  subject's  onl\  sister,  was  born 
October  30,  1838,  and  was  ■ est  married  to 
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Felix  Herbst,  who  died,  leaving  two  children; 
her  second  marriage  was  to  William  Jackson, 
a resident  of  Monroe  county,  Mich.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  January  i,  1877,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  a respected 
member  of  the  Uuited  Brethren  church. 

Joseph  Brumley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  chiefly  educated  in  Coshocton  county, 
Ohio.  On  coming  to  Putnam  county,  in  1853, 
there  were  no  houses  in  Leipsic,  and  he  well 
remembers  the  difficulties  his  parents  had  in 
struggling  through  the  first  year  or  two  of  their 
existence  here  in  the  wilderness.  In  1862  he 
married  Miss  Philopena  Leffier,  who  was  born 
in  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  September  16,  1842, 
a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Christian  Leffier, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German 
descent.  About  1852  the  Leffier  family  left 
Hocking  county,  where  the  father  had  owned 
a farm,  and  came  to  Putnam  county,  buying  a 
tract  in  Van  Buren  township,  on  which  they 
lived  until  about  1883,  when  they  retired  to 
Lt  ipsic,  where  Solomon  still  lives  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven,  his  wife  dving  August  2 7, 
1895,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  Solomon  Leffier 
has  been  quite  a prominent  man  in  his  day, 
and  as  a democrat  has  tilled  some  of  the  more 
important  township  offices;  he  has  been  quite 
successful  through  life,  and  now  owns  consid- 
erable property  in  Leipsic  and  at  other  places. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church,  and  parents  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren, viz:  John,  Daniel,  now  countv  commis- 

sioner; Jacob,  William,  George,  Lewis,  Cath- 
erine, Philopena,  Christina,  Nancv,  Susan, 
Caroline,  Henry,  Mary  and  two  deceased  in- 
fants.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  nine  children,  in  the  following  order: 
John  H.,  October  5,  1863,  now  farming  the 
homestead;  Daniel  ).,  March  19,  l86^;  IdaA., 
July  1,  1867,  married  Thomas  Ba<  h and  died 
in  February,  1895,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren; Mary  ('.,  October  29,  1869;  Abbie  S., 


November  29,  1871;  Benjamin  B.,  March  7, 
1874,  attending  college;  Oscar  V.,  March  9, 
1876,  attending  the  Ohio  university;  Minnie 
I).,  March  9,  1878,  and  Flora  C.,  August  3, 
1880.  Of  the  above,  Daniel  J.  is  highly  edu- 
cated; he  resides  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  where  he 
is  acting  as  civil  engineer  for  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Railroad  company,  in  the  esteem  of 
which  company  he  stands  very  high.  In  fact, 
all  our  subject’s  children  have  received,  or  are 
receiving,  superior  educational  advantages. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Brumley 
was  the  owner  of  eighty  acres,  slightly  im- 
proved, derived  from  his  father's  estat  and 
this  farm  he  has  increased  to  100  acres,  has 
ditched  and  tiled  it,  and  placed  it  under  a most 
excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a com- 
modious dwelling,  two  barns,  a wind-mil1  and 
every  other  convenience  pertaining  to  a first- 
class  farm;  lie  has  set  out  a fine  orchard  has 
introduced  Durham  cattle,  and  done  many 
other  tilings  indicative  of  the  superior  f ruier. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices; 
in  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  his  name  has 
been  frequently  offered  for  the  high  positions 
of  the  county,  but,  the  county  being  demo- 
cratic, he  has  been  elected  to  some  of  the  town- 
ship offices  only.  He  is  a gentleman  < : gen- 
erous disposition,  has  done  much  toward  ad- 
vancing the  welfare  of  the  county,  and  makes 
friends  wherever  he  goes. 


EENRY  BUCK,  one  of  the  leading  cit- 
izens of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
trustee  of  Pleasant  township,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
north  from  Columbus  Grove,  adjoining  the 
corporate  limits,  July  21,  1839.  1 1 is  father 

was  Benjamin  Denton  Ihick,  who  was  < me  of 
the  pioneers  of  Putnam  counts,  having  come 
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here  in  1835,  at  a time  when  there  were  but 
few  settlers  in  Pleasant  township,  and  Colum- 
bus Grove  had  not  yet  been  started.  At  that 
time  the  country  was  nearly  all  in  woods,  and 
the  ground  was  under  water  in  almost  all  sea- 
sons. He  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  born  in  the  year  1802,  being  the  son 
of  Enoch  and  Alice  B.  Buck.  When  a boy 
he  left  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married, 
March  2,  1825,  to  Almeda  Conant,  who  was  born 
February  23,  1808 — she  being  the  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Rhoda  Conant,  both  natives  of 
New  York  state,  who  came  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  in  1816,  when  their  daughter  was  eight 
years  of  age.  Both  parents  died  in  Medina 
county. 

Benjamin  1).  Buck  removed  from  Medina 
count)  to  Putnam  county  in  1835,  and  settled 
where  his  son  now  lives,  upon  300  acres  of 
land  he  purchased  from  the  government  at 
$1.25  per  acre.  At  that  time  his  land  was  all 
m timber,  and  he  had  to  make  the  first  clear- 
ing on  it  to  build  his  log  cabin  Here  he  lived 
and  farmed  all  his  life.  His  death  occurred 
on  September  16,  1865.  His  widow  survived 
him,  dying  on  March  23,  1892.  To  the  par- 
ents seven  children  were  born,  four  in  Medina 
county  and  three  in  Putnam  county,  as  fol- 
lows: William,  born  December  17,  1825, 

and  died  on  February  16,  1841;  Seth,  born 
September  5,  1827,  died  November  22,  1875; 
Benjamin,  born  March  16,  1830,  now  living  in 
Liberty  township,  Putnam  county;  Lavina, 
born  December  29,  1833,  married  Allen  Ed- 
monds, and  died  May  5,  1857;  Orson,  born 
July  18,  1836,  and  died  January  26,  1882; 
Henry,  our  subject;  Lewis  D.,  born  October 
13,  1841,  and  now  living  in  Allen  count v, 

Kansas. 

Henry  Buck  was  born  and  reared  on  ’lie 
farm  where  lie  now  lives.  He  secured  his 
education  by  attending  the  district  schools 


while  a boy  during  the  winter  months,  work- 
ing on  the  farm  in  summer  time.  He  was 
first  married  on  August  20,  1863,  to  Susan 
Wagoner,  who  was  born  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  April  13,  1837,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Elizabeth  Wagoner,  who  re- 
moved from  Athens  county  to  Putnam  county 
about  1850.  She  was  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church.  Her  death  occurred 
January  1,  1879,  leaving  the  following  four 
children:  Ella  F.,  who  was  born  in  1864, 

and  was  married  June  24,  1885,  to  William 
Trask,  who  is  now'  living  in  Pleasant  township; 
Laura  B.,  born  October  4,  1865,  and  married 
William  Redd  on  July  11,  1883,  now  living 
in  Columbus  Grove;  Henry  E born  May  22, 
1867,  and  married  January  4.  1890,  to  Della 
B.  Kidd,  now  living  at  McComb,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  photograph  business; 
Albert  E.,  born  June  3,  1872,  married  Stella 
Higgenbothen,  and  is  now  residing  at  Ceredo, 
West  Va.,  when1  he  is  a telegraph  operator  on 
the  C.  & O.  R.  R. 

Mr.  Buck  was  next  married,  on  May  8, 
1881,  to  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Leonard,  who  was  born 
in  Miami  county.  Ohio,  on  Julv  13,  1841,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Dorothy  Wol- 
verton,  the  father  being  a native  of  Miami 
county  and  the  mother  of  Montgomery  count)’, 
Ohio.  The  parents  make  their  home'  with 
Mr.  Buck  and  wife,  the  father  being  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year.  Mrs.  Buck  has  been 
three  times  married,  the  first  time  December 
10,  1859,  to  Joseph  Shepherd,  who  was  a 
member  of  company  K.,  Seventy-seventh  Indi- 
ana volunteers,  and  never  returned  from  the 
war.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born 
as  follows:  Ella  M.,  born  in  Clinton  county, 

Ind.,1  January  8,  1861,  and  married  Oliver 
Ewry,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Sarah  B.,  born 
in  Clinton  countv,  Ind.,  on  March  4 1803, 

and  married  to  | antes  Marks  of  Columbus 
Grove.  Mrs.  Buck’s  second  marriage  was 
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November  9,  1871,  when  she  married  Martin 
Leonard,  who  died  September  1 1,  1877. 

Mr.  Buck  has  been  a member  of  the  repub- 
lican party  all  his  life,  and  has  always  taken 
an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  public  ques- 
tions. He  has  filled  various  offices  of  honor 
and  trust  in  his  township,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1889  was  elected  trustee  of  Pleasant  township, 
to  which  office  lie  was  re-elected  in  1893  and 
again  in  1895,  his  last  term  expiring  in  1898. 
He  owns  his  farm  of  sixty-seven  and  one-half 
acres,  which  is  under  fine  cultivation.  The  cor- 
porate limits  of  Columbus  Grove  reaches  the 
land.  Mrs.  Buck  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church. 


OSTWICK  F.  BURGESS,  the  popu- 
lar sheriff  of  Putnam  count)’,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  P'eb- 
ruary  18,  1846,  the  son  of  Archibald 
and  Agnes  Burgess.  Archibald  Burgess  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1803,  and  met  a violent  death  near  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio,  June  1869,  having  been  crushed 
by  a train  of  cars.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Agnes'  C.  Brownlee,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  in  1 8 1 1 , and  died  in  November,  1848. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  their  children: 
James  W.,  a farmer  of  Missouri;  Alexander, 
manufacturer  and  dealer  in  lumber,  in  Oregon; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  A.  Nicholas,  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Robert, 
resides  at  Ottawa;  Andrew  J.,  resides  in  Ar- 
kansas; Bostwick  F.,  subject  of  this  biography; 
William  C.,  of  Richland  county,  Ohio;  Charley, 
a resident  of  Ottawa;  Mary,  widow  o!  Robert 
Spalt;  Letitia,  wife  of  John  Cummins,  a farmer 
oi  Marion  county;  John  and  Agnes  —the  last 
two  deceased.  Archibald  Burgess  was  twice 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Martha 
D.o  is,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Dora, 
wile  of  Charley  Muntz,  and  Ellen,  who  died 


in  childhood.  By  occupation  Archibald  Bur- 
gess was  a farmer.  In  an  early  day  he  pur- 
chased from  the  government  200  acres  of  land 
in  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county,  the 
greater  part  of  which  he  cleared  and  to  which 
he  made  additions  at  different  times,  until  he 
became  one  of  the  largest  owners  of  real  estate 
in  his  part  of  the  county.  Fie  w;as  a man  of 
great  industry,  gave  much  attention  to  agri- 
culture and  was  noted  as  a breeder  of  tine 
stock,  especially  sheep. 

Bostwick  F.  Burgess  was  retired  a fanner, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
1864,  in  February  of  which  year  he  enlisted 
in  company  D,  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  mustered 
out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  July  of  the  yeai  fol- 
lowing. During  his  period  of  service,  Mr. 
Burgess,  participated  in  a number  rf  the 
bloodiest  battles  of  the  wrar,  among  which  may 
be  noted  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  Jonesboro, 
and  other  engagements  of  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  he  was  with  Sherman  in  the  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea.  On  Decenibet  16, 

1864,  while  on  a foraging  expedition,  about 
four  miles  from  Savannah,  he  wascaptmed  by 
the  enemy  and  held  a prisoner  at  Florence,  S. 
C.,  until  his  release  on  the  26th  of  Feb;  iry, 

1865,  At  the  time  of  his  capture  Mr.  Bur- 
gess weighed  196  pounds,  but  such  w w the 
treatment  he  received,  while  in  prison,  that 
his  weight  at  the  time  of  his  release  had  dimin- 
ished to  ninety  pounds,  which  included  a heavy 
over-coat  Immediately  after  his  discharge, 
Mr.  Burgess  returned  to  his  home  in  Putnam 
county,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  his 
marriage,  which  was  solemized  September  6, 

1866,  with  Miss  Rebecca  Norton,  a well-known 
teacher  of  the  count)  if  Putnam.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage,  Mr  Burgess,  with  no  capital 
but  a stout  heart  and  w.lling  hands,  began  the 
battle  of  life  as  a farmei  and  in  due  turn  sue- 
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ceeded  in  securing  a good  home  in  Pleasant 
township,  where  he  remained  for  a period  of 
twenty-six  years  His  place  at  this  time  con- 
sists of  170  acres  of  ' finely  improved  land, 
lying  in  sections  15  and  22,  and  in  addition  to 
agriculture  he  pays  considerable  attention  to 
stock  raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  well 
deserved  success.  For  a number  of  years  past 
Mr.  Burgess  has  been  active  in  political  work, 
and  in  1893  was  elected,  bv  the  democratic 
part',  to  which  he  has  belonged  since  his 
twenty- first  year,  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner  to  the  present  time.  He 
is  now  candidate'  for  re-election.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  for  .a  period  of  seventeen  vears 
was  a member  of  the  school  board.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. , K.  of 
P.  and  G.  A.  R. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  have  'been  born 
six  children,  viz;  Eva  A.,  wife  of  George  Gctt- 
man,  a farmer;  Cora,  wife  of  O.  ! ..  Smith, 
deputy  sheriff  of  Putnam  county;  Maggie  A., 
died  when  eight  years  of  age ; Francis  N , his 
only  son;  Zella  L. , deceased,  and  Zora.  The 
two  eldest  daughters  were  among  the  success- 
ful teachers  of  the  county,  leva  having  taught 
five  years  and  (.'ora  eight  years.  Zora,  the 
youngest  daughter,  is  unusually  well  accom- 
plished, particularly  in  music.  She  is  an  ex- 
cellent performer  on  the  piano,  and  has  a 
splendid  voice,  finely  cultivated.  She  has 
been  well  educated  in  both  public  and  private 
schools,  ami  is  a great  favorite  with  all  classes 
of  people,  young  and  old. 

1 lie  parents  of  Mrs.  Burgess  were  folin  and 
Elizabeth  (Me!  fow  l")  Norton,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania. 
1 he  Nortons  were  an  old  New  England  family, 
and  flu  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Burgess  came  to 
Putin;  n county  as  early  as  1832,  and  entered 
a tram  of  government  land  in  section  No.  13, 


Pleasant  township.  This  was  the  family  home 
for  many  years,  and  here  Joel  Norton,  the 
grandfather,  died,  and  it  was  on  the  same 
place  that  John  Norton  departed  his  life  in 
May,  s866.  Mrs.  Norton's  parents  were 
natives  of  Ireland, , and  came  to  this  country 
at  a very  earl)'  date.  She  died  at  her  home 
in  Putnam  county,  about  the  year  of  1850, 
aged  thirty-eight.  The  names  of  the  children 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Norton  are  as  follows: 
Melissa  j.,  wife  of  J.  \V.  Fuller;  Elizabeth 
deceased;  Rebecca  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Rosetta  and  Violette,  twins,  the  former  the 
wife  of  George  1.  Best,  of  Allen  countv,  Ohio, 
the  latter,  wife  of  John  Com.  of  the  county  of 
Putnam;  Margaret,  the  youngest  child,  is  the 
wife  of  David  T.  McCullough,  of  Gilboa.  By 
a second  marriage  Mr.  Norton  had  a family  of 
five  children,  Sarah,  Joe!  John  \\  .,  Hiram 
and  an  infant  daughter,  all  dead  except  Hiram, 
who  lives  near  the  town  of  Halida.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  these  children 
was  Elizabeth  Frost. 


OBERT  CAMPBELL,  the  oldest  farm- 
er of  Greensburg  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  May  1,  1805,  a son 
of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  (Curry)  Campbell 
of  whom  the  former  was  bon.  in  Pennsylvania 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  w'ar,  a 
son  of  James  Campbell,  of  Scotch-Jrish  de- 
scent, who  came  from  Ireland  to  America  when 
a young  married  man  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  entered  eighty  acres  lor  each 
of  his  seven  sons,  and  with  their  aid  cleared 
up  a home,  on  which  he  lived  the  remainder 
of  h is  days,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Presby- 
terian' church,  ol  which  he  had  been  a life-long 
member. 

Matthew  Campbell,  although  reared  a 
farmer,  was  taught  the  blacksmith’s  tradi 
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About  the  year  1800  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  Curry,  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
children  born  to  this  Union  were:  Elizabeth, 

wife  of  David  Beatty;  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert 
Getemey;  Marv,  wife,  of  Robert  Johnson;  Rob- 
ert, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jane,  wife  of 
David  Smilev;  James,  George,  John  and  Ellen 
— but  of  this  family  the  subject,  Robert,  is 
the  only  living  representative.  Matthew,  the 
father,  was  an  old-line  whig,  was  a member  of 
the  state  militia,  and  died  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  in  1836,  a consistent  member  of  | 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Robert  Campbell,  now  venerable  in  years 
and  an  honored  citizen  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Mannsville, 
Pa.,  and  learned  blacksmithing  under  his 
father,  which  trade  he  followed  as  a journey- 
man in  his  earlv  manhood,  making  three  trips 
from  Philadelphia  to  Ohio.  In  1837  he  was 
muted  in  marriage  with  Miss  Winifred  Guy, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Jane  (Shirtz)  Guy,  the 
union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, viz:  Matthew,  postmaster  of  Wisterman, 
Ohio;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Henry  Kirkendall,  of 
Greensburg  township;  Jesse  G.,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Richard,  who  fills  a soldier’s  grave 
at  Shiloh;  John  and  George,  farmers  of  Greens- 
burg township;  James,  who  died  in  childhood, 
and  Henry  (twin  brother  of  James),  living  on 
the  home  farm;  Elizabeth  E.,  deceased  wife 
of  Henry  Dangler;  Rachael  M.,  wife  of  George 
Smith;  Mary,  deceased;  Almira,  wife  of  David 
Henry,  and  Minerva,  deceased.  Mrs.  Wini- 
fred Campbell  was  born,  in  1816,  in  Colum- 
biana count)-,  Ohio.  Her  father,  Jesse  Guy, 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1792,  a son  of  Heze- 
k i a 1 1 Guy,  a Quaker,  and  when  a boy  was  taken 
b\  his  parents  to  western  Pennsylvania,  of 
winch  section  of  tin:  country  they  were  among 
tin-  earliest  settlers.  After  reaching  manhood 
he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Columbiana 


county,  where,  in  1815,  he  married  Jane 
Shirtz,  daughter  of  Matthias  Shirtz,  a hero  of 
the  American  Revolution.  To  the  union  of 
Mr.  Guy  and  wife  were  born  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Winifred  (Mrs.  Campbell);  Hezekiah 
and  Matthias,  of  Michigan;  Susan,  wife  of 
Jacob  Dangler,  of  Greensburg  township;  Jesse, 
of  Indiana;  William,  of  Greensburg  township, 
and  Mary  J.  and  Elizabeth,  both  deceased. 

In  1838  Robert  Campbell,  our  subject, 
came  to  Putnam  countv  from  Clarkson,  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio,  where  he  had  worked 
some  months  at  his  trade  after  his  marriage. 
Erom  Columbiana  county  to  Putnam  C(  unty 
he  made  the  trip  in  a covered  wagon  through 
an  almost  unbroken  wilderness,  and,  being  .veil 
pleased  with  the  countrv  spent  all  of  fourteen 
months  among  the  pioneers,  when  he  returned 
to  Columbiana  county,  whence  he  sent  the 
necessary  funds  to  pay  for  a farm  in  P-  lam 
county,  but  the  messenger  to  whom  the  money 
was  intrusted  claimed  to  have  been  roblv  1 by 
a bear.  Not  discouraged,  however,  by  this 
act  of  palpable  fraud,  Mr.  Campbell’s  Scotch 
heredity  manifested  itself,  and  bv  1843  he  was 
again  prepared  to  come  to  the  land  o‘  his 
choice,  and  by  the  same  means — a wagon. 
Here  he  purchased  a piece  of  wild  wood):  id, 
on  which  he  built  himself  a log  cabin,  cleared 
off  a farm,  undergoing,  of  course,  all  the  !vrd- 
ships  and  excessive  privations  of  t lie  frontiers- 
man., but  coming  out  triumphantly  as  one  of 
the  successful  and  most  respected  agriculturists 
of  the  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  both  old-time 
members  of  ihe  Disciples’  church,  having 
united  with  that  religious  body  as  far  back  as 
1842,  over  half  a centun  agone,  and  the  up- 
right life  they  have  since  led  has  given  ample 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  their  religious  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Campbell  is  also  a member  ol  the 
lodge  of  Ereemasons  at  Kalida,  and  his  good 
standing  in  that  order  is  another  evidence  >t 


> l' 

' • " 


■ • • a , <;  .■  I - 1 ■: 1 J 


*->  i.  4 

- - - 

.. 

P7/- 

. ■ 

-•  • 

f 

. 

■ ■ 

. u/ , 

. - 'i 

y ■ t 

1 !■  ' 

..SI  *:  ' • • " • 

■ -t  i ■:  ■: 

1 ii:  ’■  ■ ' i 

...  i ■ 

; • */ 

> s - 

* 

■ > '■'  " - 1 ■■■  , ' 
i 5/i.i  . 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


79 


the  strict  morality  of  his  life,  as  will  readily  be 
understood,  by  all  acquainted  with  the  disci- 
pline of  that  ancient  and  honorable  sodality. 
In  politics  he  is  a republican,  having-  joined 
this  party  on  the  disintegration  of  the  old  whig 
organization,  but  he  has  steadfastly  refused 
proffers  of  nomination  to  office.  Being  now, 
in  point  of  years,  probably  the  oldest  inhabit- 
ant of  Greensburg  township,  he  is  a revered 
and  honored  gentleman,  whose  long  and  useful 
life  may  well  be  emulated  by  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  the  township  and  count}'. 


TEPHEN* CAREY,  a farmer,  who  is 
among  the  well  known  and  prosper- 
ous residents  of  Jackson  township, 
the  son  of  Stephen  and  Eliza  (Dicus) 
Carey,  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  October 
8,  1846.  The  father  was  born  in  1814  and 
married,  in  1848,  to  Eliza  Dicus.  His  death 
occurred  ten  months  after  the  marriage,  and 
Stephen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
a month  later.  He  had  located  in  Jackson 
township  and  his  wife  continued  to  live  here 
after  his  death.  In  the  year  1850  Mrs.  Carey 
was  united  in  marriage  to  L.  H.  Wells,  a 
blacksmith,  and  in  1853  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
where  they  remained  until  i8Ci,  at  which  time 
they  returned  to  Ohio.  Mr.  Wells  became  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army,  enlisting,  in  1861, 
in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  served  nearly  two  years,  and 
after  the  war  lived  in  Jackson  township  on  a 
farm  until  1883,  when  lie  again  went  west, 
where  he  died  in  1884;  the  wife  and  mother, 
surviving  him,  is  now  living  111  Iowa. 

Stephen  Carey  was  reared  on  the  farm  until 
after  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  educated  in  the 
Putnam  county  schools,  where  he  made  good 
use  of  Ins  advantages.  February  13,  1870,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Beard,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  child,  Alonzo,  August 


25,  1871,  who  is  now  living  at  home  engaged 
in  fanning.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Carey,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Matilda  Beard,  was 
born  April  3,  18 1 8,  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio, 
her  parents  both  being  natives  of  Ohio;  her 
father  was  born  in  April,  1830,  and  died  in 
1877;  and  his  wife  lived  until  November  18, 
1895.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  following- 
children,  viz:  Alonzo,  of  this  township ; Mar}', 

wife  of  Stephen  Carey  of  this  sketch;  Phebe, 
wife  of  William  Seigle,  a farmer  of  Dupont; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Lewis  Jeffrey,  of  Kalida;  jane, 
wife  of  H.  Hicks,  of  Monroe  township/ and 
Jacob,  of  Shelby  county.  The  Beard  family 
were  early  settlers  of  Putnam  count}',  having 
come  here  in  the  year  1852,  Mr.  Beard,  the 
father,  purchasing  large  tracts  of  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  fanned.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican  and  lived  in  the  faith  of  his  con 
viction  and  choice.  He  was  a prominent  and 
very  highly  respected  man  iir  this  counts'  and 
at  the  time  of  his  decease  was  filling  the  office 
of  township  treasurer.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  church^— the 
church  where  he  attended  having  been  named 
for  him — and  led  an  exemplary  and  Christian 
life,  full  of  charitable  works  and  good  deeds 
to  the  poor  and  needy. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen 
Carey  they  located  in  Jackson  township, 
where  they  lived  four  years,  and  in  1887 
purchased  their  present  place. and  improved  it 
in  the  way  of  clearing  and  draining,  and  here 
they  have  since  made  their  home.  In  1894  a 
very  handsome  and  commodious  residence  was 
erected,  and  in  ever}’  respect  the  Carey  home- 
stead is  among  the  most  pleasant  and  desirable 
in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Carey  is  an  all-around 
domestic  man,  and  has  never  sought  nor 
cared  for  public  offices  or  popular  favor,  but 
his  best  interests  are  teuton  d in  his  family 
and  his  church,  having  been  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  society  since  the  earl}  age  of 
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nineteen  N ears,  and  in  this  church  he  has  been 
trustee,  class  leader  and  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. In  politics  he  is  a republican. 
The  only  son,  Alonzo,  is  a member  of  the 
same  religious  society  as  his  parents,  having 
united  with  it  in  1 8 8 <S . He  is  a prominent 
church  worker  and  is  one  ol  the  best  and  most 
reliable  young  men  of  the  township.  “Like 
father,  like  son,”  was  never  truer,  and  it  is  in 
such  men  that  our  country  finds  its  great  and 
peculiar  wealth  in  good  citizenship.  He  was 
married  December  24,  1895,  to  Miss  Mary  L. 
\\  indie,  daughter  of  John  W’indle,  of  Jackson 
township.  A bright  and  interesting  little  girl 
thirteen  years  of  age,  Ida  May  Shirey,  an 
adopted  daughter,  has  made  this  pleasant 
household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  ( arey  her 
home  for  the  past  three  years,  adding  the  life 
of  young  years  to  the  general  enjoyment  and 
receiving  care  and  safet\  in  return. 


of 
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NI)RL\Y  CASTEEL,  one  of  the  most 
experienced  agriculturists  of  Liberty 
township,  Putnam  county,  was  born 
in  lacking  county,  Ohio,  April  22, 
18^4,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Salome  (Liv- 
ingston) Casteel,  the  former  a native  of  the 
Keystone  and  the  latter  of  the  Buckeye  state, 
and  who  were  married  in  Licking  countv.  The 
father  came  to  Ohio  at  a very  early  day  with 
his  parents,  who  were  of  German  descent. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  after  marrying  settled 
on  a farm  he  had  already  purchased,  and  on 
which  his  children  were  born.  In  1858  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  Putnam  county,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Liberty 
township.  He  soon  put  up  a cabin  and  in  a 
very  short  time  had  lifts-  acres  cleared  and  un- 
der cultivation.  Later  he  erected  a modern 
dwe  Min  g and  made  many  other  substantial  im- 
provements, and  on  this  farm  he  died  Septem- 
ber 25,  t 888,  being  survived  by  his  widow  un- 


til August  11,  1892.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children,  as  follows  Andrew,  the 
eldest,  is  our  subject;  Jeremiah  is  a farmer  of 
Liberty  township ; Ebenezer  is  a merchant  at 
Continental;  Eleanor,  deceased  wife  of  David 
Dillon,  a farmer,  died,  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Lorenzo  is  a farmer  and  a trustee  of 
Vail  Buren  township;  Judy  A.  has  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Rudy  Winked  who  died  the 
father  of  four  children),  and  second,  to  David 
Dillon,  a farmer;  Amanda  married  James 
Grosser,  a farmer;  Thomas  is  a blacksm  th  at 
Belmore;  John  is  a farmer;  Almira,  deceased 
wife  of  Ered  Mila,  of  Miller  City,  die>l  the 
mother  of  two  children,  and  Ada  line  is  married 
to  P'red  Mila,  of  the  same  place. 

Andrew  Casteel,  our  subject,  was  reared  a 
farmer  and  received  a common-school  c ' ica- 
tion.  He  remained  on  the  hone  place  until 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  m company  D ' ust 
: Ohio  cavalry,  at  Utica,  lor  tluec  years,  and 
and  was  assigned  to  the  army  ol  the  Cumber- 
land, in  which  he  experienced  some  rough 
service.  His  first  charge  was  at  Stone  E ver, 

1 and  he  took  part  in  all  the  skirmishes  and  en- 
! gagements  in  which  lus  regiment  was  engaged 
I down  to  September,  1865,  and  during  all  this 
long  service  was  neither  captured  nor  wounded, 
and  received  but  two  short  furloughs.  At 
the  time  of  Eee’s  surrender  he  was  at  Macon, 

I Ga.,  on  the  raid  with  Gen.  Wilson.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  received 
an  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Chase. 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  Casteel  married, 
the  same  t ear,  and  soon  afterward  came  to 
Libert)  township,  Putnam  county,  and  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  and  began  the  struggi  of 
life  with  the  aid  of  his  young  wife,  whose 
I genealogy  will  short!)  be  given.  There  were 
! twenty-live  acres  of  his  tract  already  under 
cultivation,  and  there  was  a cabin  on  the  place, 
w hich  he  utilized  as  a lame.  l b soon  cleared 
up  the  remainder  of  the  place  and  began  add- 
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ing  to  his  acreage,  until  now  he  owns  four  dif- 
ferent farms,  comprising  in  all  about  300  acres, 
of  which  over  200  are  cleared,  he  himself  hav- 
ing done  most  of  the  work,  as  well  as  the 
ditching  and  draining — all  the  cleared  land  be- 
ing under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  On  his 
home  place  he  has  now  a fine  dwelling,  roomy 
barns,  and  substantial  out-buildings,  while  the 
other  three  farms  are  improved  with  comfort- 
able residences,  barns  and  other  necessary 
structures  Mr.  Casteel  follows  the  usual  line 
of  farming  common  to  the  county,  raising  suffi- 
cient live  stock  for  home  consumption,  and  is 
in  very  comfortable  circumstances.  When  he 
left  the  army  he  had  but  little  or  nothing, 
financially  speaking,  and  all  he  now  possesses 
has  been  gained  through  his  own  hard  work 
and  shrewd  financiering.  He  is,  indeed,  “the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune.” 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Casteel  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  secure  for  a life  partner  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Miss  Margaret  Sterrett.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (McLaulin ) 
Sterrett  l'he  father  was  of  Irish  descent,  was 
a farmer  and  died  in  Licking  county.  His 
willow,  who  was  of  Pennsylvania  birth,  then 
came  with  a son  to  Putnam  county,  and  here 
died  in  1891.  T he  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sterrett  consisted  of  eight  children,  named  as 
follows:  ( itherine,  Robert,  Thomas,  Charles, 

Margaret  (Mrs.  Casteel),  Barbara  (married  to 
|eremiah  Casteel),  Sarah  and  John  (who 
brought  his  mother  to  Putnam  county  in  13771 
The  felicitous  union  ol  subject  and  wife  has 
also  been  blessed  with  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Della,  at  home;  Nancy,  married  to  jo 

seph  Bishop,  farmer,  of  Henry  county;  Vir- 
ginia, married  Henry  Wood;  Wesley,  farming 
m the  same  county;  Smith,  at  home;  Laura, 
Leroy  and  Elizabeth,  Iso  at  home.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  * . teel  is  a democrat,  but  has  nevei 
spired  to  political  position.  Certainly  no 
man  in  I’1  main  county  deserves  greater  credit 


than  Mr.  Casteel  for  the  persevering  industry 
that  has  characterized  his  life,  his  integrity, 
usefulness  and  public  spirit  as  a citizen  and  his 
gallantry  as  a soldier. 


OHN  CLEVENGER,  one  of  the  most 
respectable  agriculturists  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  in  the  same 
state,  July  12,  1815,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin 
and  Susan  Clevenger,  natives  of  Virginia,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1803,  locating  in  Franklin 
county  on  rented  land,  where  Mrs.  Susan 
Clevenger  died.  There  Benjamin  re-married 
and  remained  until  1833,  whin  lie  came  to 
Putnam  county,  ha  ving  been  pi  needed  hither 
by  his  elder  children.  Here  In  entered  large 
tracts  of  land  and  cleared  up  a Grin,  on  which 
he  resided  until  the  death  of  hi-  second  wife, 
when  he  went  to  live  with  otic  of  his  sons. 
He  was  an  enterprising  and  public— pinted 
citizen,  and  in  1834,  built  on  Si -.gar  Creek  the 
first  mill  that  was  erected  in  Putnam  county. 
He  ever  had  in  view  the  bettering  of  the 
condition  of  the  county  and  of  his  neighbors 
and  as  a whig  served  as  connt\  commissioner 
one  or  two  terms.  He  also  served  as  super- 
visor of  his  township  and  filled  several  minor 
offices,  and  died  .it  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  He  reared  a lamiL  of  nine  sons 
and  three  daughter,  as  follows:  William, 

with  whom  our  subject,  john.  made  his  home 
on  first  coming  here,  and  who,  at  his  death, 
left  three  children;  Jacob,  who  died  the  father 
of  fourteen  children;  Joseph,  who  left  four 
children;  George  who  left  five  children;  Sam- 
uel, who  died  June  11,  1895,  and  left  a wife 
and  three  children;  Mary,  who  married  Dan- 
iel Andrick,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  leav- 
| ing  a family;  Anna  died  singh  John  is  our 
i subject ; Isaac  died  leaving  ten  1 * > : 1 d re n ; James 
died,  and  left  four  children  L'i  died,  the 
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father  of  two  children;  Nancy  was  first  married 
to  a Mr.  White  and  secondly  to  a Mr.  Buck- 
ingham and  also  died,  leaving  a family.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  of  the  family  of  twelve  born 
to  Benjamin  and  Susan  Clevenger,  John,  our 
subject,  is  the  sole  survivor. 

John  Clevenger,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school-  ! 
house  in  Franklin  county,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  came  to  Putnam  county  with  his  ! 
eldest  brother,  William,  who  entered  land  in  | 
the  then  wilderness,  and  proceeded  to  clear  up  I 
a farm,  in  which  task  our  subject  greatly  as-  j 
sisted.  In  1X33,  as  related,  the  father  came,  ' 
and  among  his  other  generous  and  praise- 
worthy acts,  presented  our  subject  with  a tract  ; 
of  land.  In  1X37  he  married — of  which  event  | 
further  details  will  be  given  in  another  para-  | 
graph.  He  now  built  a cabin  and  went  to 
house-keeping,  undergoing  all  the  hardships 
incidental  to  clearing  up  a home  from  the 
wildwood,  and  this  land  is  still  his  home,  but 
a home  of  very  different  character  from  what 
it  was  then.  In  that  early  day  but  little  im- 
provement had  been  made  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  woods  were  filled  with  beasts  of 
prey  as  well  as  with  game,  and  as  Mr.  Clev- 
enger was  an  expert  huntsman  his  larder  was 
always  well  supplied,  and  no  small  revenue  re- 
sulted from  the  sale  of  the  pelts  of  ani- 
mals which  he  killed,  including  beer,  wolves,  j 
etc.  Malarial  fever,  ague,  etc.,  were  for  a long  j 
time  serious  drawbacks,  but  as  the  country 
was  cleared  ami  drained,  these  disappeared  to  I 
. great  extent.  Mills  were  difficult  to  be  i 
leached,  but  occasional  a load  of  grain  was  I 
hauled  to  Defiance,  where  the  surplus  wheat  j 
was  disposed  of  at  sixtv-two  cents  a bushel,  | 
but  a great  many  new  comers  were  also  glad  \ 
to  relieve  the  settlers  of  their  surplus  grain. 
Numbers  of  Indian  stragglers,  of  the  Wyandot  | 
and  Seneca  tribes,  were  also  prow  ling  around, 
minting  and  sugar  making,  but  were  not  hos- 


tile or  unnecessarily  troublesome.  Eventually 
the  canal  was  run  tnrough,  Delphos  w'as  built, 
and  new  markets  were  opened,  and  gradually 
all  hardships  were  forgotten. 

After  Mr.  Clevenger  had  nicely  opened  his 
farm  and  the  surrounding  country  had  been 
ditched  and  drained  and  had  approximated  to 
the  beautiful  land  it  now  is,  and  in  the  trans- 
formation of  vffiich  Mr.  Clevenger  was  one  of 
the  prime  factors,  his  primitive  log  house  dis- 
appeared writh  the  other  rude  structures  of  the 
early  day,  and  in  their  stead  w'ere  erect  I his 
present  tine  two-storv,  modern  Wick  residence, 
his  commodious  and  substantial  barns,  and  his 
numerous  other  out-buildings,  w hich  are  a dec- 
oration to  the  surrounding  landscape,  in  which 
any  farmer  might  take  an  honest  pride.  While 
he  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing of  live  stock  of  the  better  grades.  Mr. 
Clevenger  has  been  civ  fly  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cereals  indigenous  to  the  innate 
and  soil,  and  that  he  has  beer  skillful  and  in- 
telligent in  their  culture  is  evidenced  by  his 
present  prosperous  c<  miition. 

To  revert  to  the  111:11  Cage  of  Mr.  Clew  ■ nger, 
alluded  to  as  having  taken  place  in  1X37,  it  is 
necessary  here  to  state  that  his  bride  w is  Miss 
Nancy  G.  Gander,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Kendall)  Gander,  natives  of  \ wginia. 
These  parents  were  married  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  after  coining  to  Ohio  res  led  in 
Franklin  county  for  several  years,  ami  then, 
in  1 837,  settled  in  Putnam  county,  where  Mr. 
Gander  bought  an  improved  farm  for  Ins  own 
purposes  and  entered  other  lands  for  the  use 
of  his  children.  This  land  the  latter  subse- 
quently developed  into  first-class  farms,  thus 
adding  to  the  wealth  and  civilization  o!  their 
adopted  state.  Mr.  Gander  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1X58,  his  widow  .surviving  until  1 X >3,  and 
of  their  progeny  of  twelve,  lime  grew  to  ma- 
turity as  follows:  Samuel,  who  died  1 18X5, 

and  left  six  sons  and  one  daughter;  Mary  was 


. 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


85 


married  to  Daniel  Gray,  the  first  clerk  of  the 
Putnam  county  court;  Elizabeth  was  married 
to  Samuel  Clevenger;  the  fourth  child,  Nancy 
G.,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject;  David  died 
in  1880  and  left  eight  children;  Maria  died 
single;  John  died  in  1893  arid  left  seven  chil- 
dren; Jacob  has  a wife  and  four  children; 
George,  a prosperous  farmer,  has  a wife  and 
four  children. 

The  marriage  of  John  Clevenger  and  wife 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom,  it  is  sad  to  relate,  died  in  infancy,  one 
only  living  to  be  nine  years  old.  Mr.  Cleven- 
ger and  wife  are  both  devoted  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church,  to  which  they  con- 
tribute liberally  and  show  by  their  daily  walk 
through  life  the  sincerity  of  their  belief  in  its 
teachings.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Clevenger  is  a democrat,  and  although  as  a 
matter  of  duty  he  has  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
himself  to  fill  such  offices  as  township  super- 
visor, he  has  never  sought  public  office  for  the 
sake  of  emolument  , self-agg  randi/ement  or  for 
t!i e empty  honor  attached  to  such  positions. 
He  has  been  content  in  the  aiding  and  build- 
ing up  of  the  township  and  county  in  which  he 
lives;  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  neighbors  is  an  assurance  that  his  more 
than  ordinary  labor,  and  the  successful  result 
thereof,  are  duly  appreciated.  Of  such  men 
as  Mr.  Clevenger  a county  is  made  to  be  what 
it  should  be. 


AMUEL  CLEVENGER,  the  subject 
of  this(  sketi  h,  can  look  back  with 
pride  at  the  trials  and  hardships 
which  he,  as  a pioneer,  was  obliged 
to  pass  through,  and  which,  at  the  time, 
seemed  1 lmost  (insurmountable,  but  with  a sit 
I 111  pose  wd  perservance  he  was  able  to  over- 
come, and  hitei  to  enjoy,  the  harvest  which 
must  come  when  one’s  labor  is  faithfully  done. 


Men  who  could  brave  such  hardships  came 
from  a sturdy  stock,  and  this  we  see  well  in  the 
ancestry  of  Samuel  Clevenger,  whose  grand- 
parents come  from  the  land  of  Bruce  and 
Wallace  and  of  Burns  and  Scott. 

In  1777,  during  the  stormy  and  trouble- 
some times  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  there 
was  born,  in  Shenendoah  county,  situated  in 
the  beautiful  Shenendoah  valley  of  Virginia, 
Benjamin  Clevenger,  whose  father,  William, 
and  mother  were  natives  of  Scotland.  Dur- 
ing these  troublesome  times  the  opportunities 
for  obtaining  an  education  were  few,  but  Ben- 
jamin was  given  as  good  an  education  as 
limited  means  could  procure  while  he  was 
bound  out  to  learn  the  cabinet-maker's  trade, 
his  father  ha\ing  died  when  h ■ was  but  five 
years  old.  He  followed,  faithfully,  the  car- 
penter’s ami  cabinet-maker’s  trade  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  when,  in  1798,  he  mar- 
ried Susanne  Croopenhaver.  1 us  union  was 
blessed  by  nine  children:  William;  Jacob; 

Joseph;  George;  Samuel,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mrs.  Mary  Andrick;  Susanne;  John,  of 
Sugar  Creek  township  (see  sketch),  and  Isaac, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  but  John. 

In  1805  Benjamin  mo.v-d  to  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  had  leased  a farm  for 
fifteen  years.  He  remained  on  this  farm  until 
1815,  when  his  wife  died  and  he  sold  his  lease. 
In  1821  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Flemming,  to 
whom  was  born  three  children-— -James,  Eli, 
and  Benjamin,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  Be- 
tween 1827  and  1833  he  made  several  trips  to 
Putnam  county,  where  he  finally  entered  over 
1,440  acres  of  government  land  at  $1.25  per 
acre.  Jn  1831  he  located  ii.  Sugar  Creek 
township,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  second  wife  died  in  1838.  and 
about  1840  he  married  the  third,  who  lived 
but  a year.  He  was  an  old-' me  wide,  and 
sreved  as  county  commissionci  <me  term,  and 
held  many  other  offices.  To  him  belongs  the 
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credit  of  building  the  first  grist-mill  in  the 
county  in  1832,  where  Vaughnsville  now 
stands.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  died  in  1853  at  the  good 
age  of  seventy-six  years. 

Samuel  Clevenger,  the  fifth  son  of  the 
above  Benjamin  and  Susanne,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Franklin  county. 
His  mother  had  died  when  he  was  but  seven 
years  old  and  he  was  sent  away  from  home  to 
live  with  a family  with  whom  he  worked  for 
his  board  and  a few  clothes,  and  by  whom  he 
was  not  allowed  to  go  to  school  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  old.  With  this  family  he  re- 
mained until  his  father  married  again,  when 
he  returned  home  and  remained  until  1830, 
when,  on  August  30,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Gander,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  in  March,  1812,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Gander,  her  parents  being- 
natives  of  Virginia,  of  German  ancestry. 
Soon  after  marriage  he,  with  his  lour  elder 
brothers  and  their  families,  migrated,  in  a 
large  wagon,  to  the  land  in  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  which  his  father  had 
recently  purchased  from  the  government.  The 
land  was  virgin  forest  never  trodden  before, 
except  by  the  Indians  on  their  hunting  expedi- 
tions; no  house  or  cabins  were  there  to  receive 
or  protect  them  from  the  storms;  they  lived  in 
tents  until  they  could  build  a log  cabin  for 
shelter.  Here  he  worked  hard  felling  the 
mammoth,  trees  of  the  forest,  rolling  them 
into  heaps  to  be  burned,  in  order  to  clear  a 
space  where  they  could  raise  a few  things  for 
their  immediate  needs.  He  worked  here  for 
two  years,  w hen  lie  located  in  Union  township, 
where  he  renewed  the  many  hardships  and 
privations  of  a frontiersman.  W hile  living 
here  his  wife,  on  August  7,  1845,  departed  for 
the  long  home,  and  he  was  left  alone  in  his 
lde  struggle,  with  five  children,  named  as  fid- 
lows:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Funk,  decea-sl;  Mary, 


wife  of  Samuel  Seitz  (see  his  sketch);  Mrs. 
Sarah  Seitz;  Mrs.  Susan  Deffenbaugh,  who 
died  in  i860;  and  Benjamin  F.  The  mother- 
less children  w'ere  again  blessed  with  the 
kindly  care  of  a mother,  when,  on  August  30, 
1846,  their  father  married  Catherine  Krouse, 
who  was  born  October  30,  1825,  in  Germany, 
ami  had  come  to  America  in  1830  with  her 
parents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Roeder) 
Krouse,  and  had  spent  her  childhood  days  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  her  parents 
resided  until  1840,  when  they  removed  to 
Putnam  county  and  settled  in  Sugar  Creek 
township. 

This  marriage  was  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren, Lucinda  and  James,  boh  of  whom  are 
dead.  By  hard  work'  and  economy  ob- 
tained enough  to  warrant  him  in  retiring  from 
an  active  life  and  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  . well- 
earned  reward,  and  at  the  time  this  sketch 
was  written  he  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  second  oldest  man  in  Union  township. 
In  early  life  he  was  known  as  an  old-line  whig, 
but  later  as  a democrat.  He  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence of  his  neighbors,  who  elected  him  to  the 
offices  of  township  trustee  and  land  appraiser, 
and  he  also  served  in  other  offices.  He  was 
known  as  a liberal,  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
could  pride  himself  on  having  done  his  part  in 
making  the  township  what  it  is.  He  was  not 
| selfish,  but  was  thoughtful  of  others  and  will- 
j ing  to  give  a helping  hand  to  those  netaeng  it. 

I After  rounding  out  a well  spent  life,  lie,  on 
June  11,  1895,  died,  leaving  a wife  and  lour 
I children  to  mourn  the  loss  ol  a kind  husband 
I and  father. 


OSEPII  CLEVENGER  is  among  the 
influential  farmers  of  Union  township; 
and  of  the  native  sons  of  Putnam 
county,  there  are  none  more  pi  sper- 
ous  and  enterprising  than  the  subject  ol  this 
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mention.  Mr.  Clevenger  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Eliza  (Rimer)  Clevenger,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Sugar  Creek  township, 
where  our  subject  was  born  December  i,  1830. 
For  further  notes  of  Jacob  Clevenger  and  wife 
see  sketch  of  Daniel  Clevenger. 

Joseph  Clevenger  was  reared  upon  the 
farm,  was  early  taught  industry,  and  from 
childhood  took  an  active  part  in  the  cutting 
away  of  the  forest  and  assisting  his  father  in 
clearing  up  the  farm.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  one  of  the  pioneer  log  school-houses, 
which  was  furnished  with  puncheon  seats  as 
well  as  door,  and  the  roof  was  made  of  clap- 
boards, held  down  bv  weight-poles,  and  for 
window  glass  greased  paper  was  used.  The 
house  was  warmed  by  the  old-fashioned  fire- 
place,'and  many  a time  the  larger  and  older 
boys  were  asked  to  assist  in  placing  the  back 
logs  in  same.  Mr.  Clevenger  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  arriving  at  his  majority, 
at  which  time  he  began  farming  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibilities, and  which  vocation  he  has  fol- 
lowed all  his  life.  Mr.  Clevenger  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Krouse  March 
27,  1850  and  this  happy  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  eight  children,  namely:  Lucy,  wife 
of  Peter  Roose,  a farmer  of  Jennings  township; 
Fmeline,  deceased,  aged  three  years;  George 
\V.,  deceased  infant;  Malissa,  wife  of  Albert 
Shindler,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township ; Isaiah, 
farmer  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Martha  J., 
wife  of  Samuel  Harris,  a farmer  of  Van  Wert 
county;  Joseph  Henry,  who  operates  the  home- 
stead farm  ; Hulda,  the  widow  of  Edison  Rower, 
at  home. 

Mr.  Clevenger,  soon  after  marriage,  located 
upon  a farm  in  Union  township,  on  the  line 
between  Union  and  Sugar  C reek  townships 
where  lie  resided  fourteen  years,  at  which  time 
ln>  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  place, 
where  he  ins  ever  since  lived.  1 he  farm  had 
few  if  an\  improvements  upon  it  when  Mr 


Clevenger  purchased  it,  but  since,  by  his  own 
handiwork,  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has 
caused  it  to  rank  second  to  none  in  Union 
township. 

Mr.  Clevenger  and  wife  take  great  interest 
in  educational  matters,  as  they  realize  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  children  of  to-day  have  over 
those  of  sixty  years  ago  and  have  made  an 
effort  to  have  each  of  their  children  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  free  school  system.  Mr. 
Clevenger  in  early  life  was  identified  with  the 
old  whig  party,  but  of  late  years  has  affiliated 
with  the  democratic  party,  and  by  said  party 
has  been  elected  to  many  of  the  minor  offices 
of  his  township;  he  is  liberal  in  contributing 
to  all  public  and  benevolent  enterprises,  and 
is  highly  esteemed  wherever  known.  He  has 
been  a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
for  more  than  twenty  years  and  his  wife  is  a 
leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mrs. 
Clevenger  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Roller)  Krouse,  whose  family  history 
will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Samuel  Clev- 
enger. Mrs.  Clevenger  came  to  America  w ith 
her  parents  when  but  four  years  old,  and  imme- 
diately afterward  her  people  settled  in  Putnam 
county,  where  she  was  educated  and  reared  to 
womanhood  and  has  resided  within  its  confines 
ever  since. 


ANIEL  CLEVENGER,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  farmers  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  De- 
cember 30,  1836,  in  Sugar  Creek  township. 
His  father,  Jacob  Clevenger,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  the  famous  Shenendoah  valley,  on 
June  9,  1803  (see  sketch  of  Samuel  Clevenger). 
While  quite  young  Jacob’s  mother  died,  and 
he  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade  for  three  years.  When  grown  to  man- 
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hood,  he,  on  January  23,  1829,  married  Eliza 
Rimer,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine (Vandemark)  (Carey)  Rimer,  and  to  them 
were  born  fourteen  children:  Elizabeth,  born 

September  3,  1829 — died  August  21,  1830; 

Joseph,  a farmer  residing  in  Union  township; 
Mrs.  Catherine  Krouse,  now  living  in  Sugar 
Creek  township  (see  sketch);  Snsanne,  the 
wife  of  William  Donnel,  also  of  this  township; 
Benjamin,  born  March  5,  1 835  — -died  in  the 
fall  of  1891  ; Daniel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
William,  a carpenter  residing  in  El  id  a,  Allen 
county;  Mrs.  Permelia  Siford,  who  died  in 
April,  1891;  Mary  Jane,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Deffenbaugh,  who  lives  in  Union  township; 
Martha,  married  to  Saul  Guffey,  a carpenter 
residing  in  Kansas;  Henry,  of  Cavette,  Van 
Wert  county,  Ohio;  Hannah  E.  ; wife  of  M. 
W.  Good,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  Union 
township,  Putnam  county;  Lydia,  E,,  wife  of 
J.  E.  Ruhlen,  a farmer  and  teacher  of  Kansas; 
Jacob,  born  July  8,  1853 — died  on  September 
19,  1883. 

After  marriage  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Franklin  county,  where  lie  lived  two 
years  and  then  moved  with  four  other  brothers 
to  the  land  which  their  father  had  bought 
from  the  government;  here  Ire  cleared  out  of 
the  woods  a farm  and  made  a home  for  his 
family.  He  remained  on  this  farm  until  death 
came  to  him  on  January  21,  [880  In  politics 
he  was  known  as  a whig,  until  the  republican 
party  was  orgnnized,  w hen  he  entered  its  ranks. 
In  early  childhood  he  had  been  baptized  into 
the  Baptist  church,  but  was  never  a member. 
Th  e mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  July  29,  1811,  in  Pennsylvania,  her  an- 
cestry being  Pennsvlvania-Dutch  on  her  father's 
side  and  U dland-I )ub  h on  her  mother’s  side, 
both  having  been  old  settlers  oi  Fairfield 
county.  She  was  a member  of  tin  Christian 
church,  and  after  1 i \ i n g a good  life  she  died  on 


May  29,  1892,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Deffenbaugh. 

Daniel  Clevenger  lived  on  a farm  until 
grown  to  manhood  and  received  his  education 
in  Putnam  county.  At  his  country’s  call  for 
soldiers  to  save  it  from  dismemberment  he  en- 
listed in  August,  1862,  in  company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, and  served  faithfully  three  years,  and 
participated  in  main  battles,  among  them 
being  Moss  Creek,  Term.,  Buzzard’s  Roost, 
Ga.,  Resaca,  Lost  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, Atlanta,  Ga.,  Duck  River,  Franklin  and 
Nashville  Tenn.,  and  Fort  Anderson  N.  C. 
He  was  fortunate  in  never  being  wounded, 
although  always  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 
He  was  nevertheless  sun-struck  and  was  in 
the  field  hospital  for  a short  time.  Ir  june  of 

: 1865  he  was  honorably  <hs  barged,  under 
Capt.  Doty,  at  Salisbury,  X.  C.  H inme- 

diately  returned  home  and  engaged  in  farming, 
and  on  September  6,  1866,  he  married  1 .»  c.inda, 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Malinda  (Askens) 
Good.  She  was  born  March  1,  1848,  in  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  where  her  father  had  also 
been  born.  In  1854  they  moved  to  Putnam 
count)',  where  her  father  still  resides  .it  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  is  a republican 
in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Chiistian 
church.  Her  mother  died  in  Februan  1866. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Dana.  1 and 
Lucinda  Clevenger — Eliza  Catherine,-  wife  of 
Albert  Smeltzer,  a farmer  living  in  Union 
township;  she  is  a member  ol  the  Christian 
church;  Andrew  Oumcy,  a farmer  li.mg  at 
home— also  a member  of  the  same  church; 
Villa  Pearl,  who  U -till  at  home  attending 
school. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleven- 
ger locat'  d on  the  land  where  they  now  live, 
which  was  then  a feiist;  he  cleared  the  land, 
and  built  the  house  in  which  they  now  live. 

I He  has  prospered,  and  is  a sub>tantial  tizen, 
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and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  interest  of  the 
republican  party,  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
church  and  a member  of  Gribben  post,  No. 
192,  G.  A.  R. 


FORGE  W.  CLEVENGER,  deceased 
farmer  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Sarah  (Sarber)  Clevenger,  and 
was  born  April  16,  1838,  in  the  county  of  Put- 
nam. His  father,  Joseph  Clevenger,  a native 
of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  1806, 
and  was  one  of  four  brothers  who  came  to 
Putnam  county  in  the  early  'thirties  and  settled 
on  land  in  the  woods  which  was  entered  by 
grandfather  Benjamin  Clevenger  'the  father  of 
Joseph).  The  first  and  earliest  settlement  of 
the  Clevengers  in  Putnam  county«was  made  in 
Sugar  Creek  township,  even  before  there  were 
any  roads  save  those  traced  by  the  blazes  on 
trees  as  their  only  guide,  and  at  the  time  of 
th  eir  settlement  this  section  of  the  state  was 
thickly  populated  by  the  noble  red  men 
Game  of  all  kinds  was  in  abundance,  yet  none 
that  gave  any  trouble  save  the  squirrel  and  the 
raccoon.  Many  were  the  hardships  of  those 
pioneer  days,  yet  tis  true  that  the  county  of 
Putnam  never  had  a class  of  people  residing 
therein  that  enjoyed  life  better  than  those  early 
pioneers.  It  was  as  only  one  large  family, 
with  perfect  harmony  pervading  the  whole 
settlement,  and  many  of  the  most  pleasurable 
treats  were  attending  the  log-rolling,  the  house- 
building, and  occasionally  a luisking-bee. 

Upon  locating  in  this  wild  country  Mr. 
( levenger  soon  erected  his  round  log  cabin, 
and  began  cutting  away  the  forest,  and  in 
course  of  time  redeemed  a valuable  farm.  It 
was  necessary  in  those  days  that  they  assist 
each  other  in  log-rolling  and  house-raising, 
thus  Mr  ( levenger  would  be  gone  thirty  and 
forty  day'-  at  a time,  assisting  others,  even  at 


eight  or  twelve  miles  distance.  Mr.  Cleven- 
ger was  one  of  the  strong,  hardy  and  robust 
pioneers,  and  as  much  was  due  to  the  vigor  of 
himself  and  his  brothers  in  redeeming  Putnam 
county  as  any  other  of  the  pioneers  ever  locating 
therein.  He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  from 
childhood,  thus  early  in  life  inured  to  hard 
labor,  and  when  but  a boy  in  his  teens  was 
bound  out  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
served  to  a good  purpose  as  one  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  Putnam  county.  He  was  educated 
in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Ins  native  county, 
where  he  resided  until  after  his  marriage,  which 
event  dates  back  to  1830.  His  life  companion 
was  Miss  Sarah  Sarber,  the  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Catherine  (Enslen)  Sarber  .see  sketch  of 
Hiram  Sarber  for  family  history).  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clevenger  were  born 
five  children,  vi/:  Harriet,  wife  of  George 

Gambler,  of  Sugar  Creek  township,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  1 1 1 i s work; 
Robert,  deceased  March  3,  1870;  George  \Y  , 
deceased  Marc  h 1 1,  187(9;  Sarah,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Rambaugh,  of  Union  'township,  Putnam 
county;  and  George  W.,  our  subject.  Sarah 
Sarber,  the  wife  and  mother,  was  born  in 
Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  January  19,  1805,  was 
there  educated,  and  in  early  womanhood  re- 
moved with  her  parents  to  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  married,  as  before  stated, 
and  soon  after  this  event  occurred  she  and  her 
husband  started  on  an  overland  route  to  the 
new  home  in  northwestern  Ohio,  where  they 
lived  among  the  pioneers  and  reared  their 
family;  in  1847  they  retired  from  the  farm  and 
located  in  Delphos,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Cleven- 
ger died  in  the  year  1847,  and  mother  Cleven- 
ger in  March,  187(9,  a worthy  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Mr.  Clevenger  was  a demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  one  of  the  benevolent  and 
leading  men  in  lus  communih  and  highly  re- 
spected wherever  known. 

G gorge  \V.  Clevenger,  our  subject,  was 
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reared  upon  the  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Putnam  county,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  after  arriving  at 
his  majority.  October  io,  1867,  occurred  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Stauffer,  the 
daughter  of  Matthias  and  Maria  (Beam)  Stauf- 
fer, and  the  reader  is  respectfully  invited  to 
see  sketch  of  Amos  Beam,  which  contains  fur- 
ther particulars  regarding  Mrs.  Clevenger. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clevenger  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  namely: 
Charles  j.,  born  February  25,  1870,  and  Clin- 
ton M.,  born  October  2,  1873.  Mr.  Cleven- 
ger, soon  after  marriage,  located  upon  the 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  many  valuable  im- 
provements, and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  his  township.  In 
1871  he  built  the  present  commodious  dwell- 
ing, which  sheltered  him  until  his  death,  March 
11,  1879,  and  where  his  widow  now'  resides. 
He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religion 
held  to  the  Baptist  faith,  but  never  identified 
himself  with  any  church.  Mrs.  Clevenger,  the 
mother  and  wiekrtv,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  March  15,  [848,  where  she  re- 
sided until  1853,  when  she  came  westward  to 
Hancock  county,  and  later,  in  i860,  to  Put- 
nam county,  where  she  grew'  to  womanhood 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Union  township,  and  here  she  has  lived  from 
that  time  on,  and  is  surrounded  by  a large 
circle  of  stanch  friends. 

Matthias  Stauffer,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clev- 
enger, was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
January  io,  1820,  he  being  the  son  of  George 
Stauffer,  who  was  also  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  grandfather  Stauffer  a native  of 
German)’.  Mr.  Stauffer  wedded  Miss  Maria 
Beam,  December  24,  1846,  which  union  was 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  seven  children,  as 
follows;  Sarah,  of  this  mention;  Susannah, 
wife  ol  Stephen  Clevenger;  John,  merchant  of 
Lain  a . ter,  Ohio,  |acol>  B.,  farmer  of  Union 


township,  Putnam  county;  Isaac  F.,  a carpen- 
ter of  Kalida;  George  W.,  a farmer  of  Jackson 
township,  and  Elizabeth,  wrife  of  William 
Budd,  of  Union  township.  Matthias  Stauffer 
was  a tailor  by  trade,  which  he  follow'ed  for 
fourteen  years,  and  remained  in  his  native 
state  and  county  until  1853,  when  he  moved 
westward,  locating  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio, 
until  i860,  when  he  removed  to  Putnam 
county,  locating  in  Union  township  upon  a 
farm,  where  he  followed  agriculture  until  1893, 
when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Kalida,  w'here 
he  is  living  a retired  life  and  enjoying  Sue 
fruits  of  his  earlier  toil.  He'  is  a democrat  in 
politics,  and  has  served  as  assessor  two  tern 
He  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 


ENJAMIN  F.  CLEVENGER,  a 
prominent  and  prosperous  farm 
of  Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  section  ol  Ian1 
on  which  he  still  lives  June  1 1,  1839,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Clevenger,  mem- 
bers of  a pioneer  family  whose  biographies  will 
be  found  in  various  parts  of  this  volume  ami 
can  be  readily  traced  by  reference  to  the  index. 

Benjamin  F.  Clevenger  was  reared  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  count)  and  earl)  inured  to 
the  hardships  of  the  frontier  farmer's  life,  l b 
w’as  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county,  and  February  6,  1862,  married  Cathe- 
rine A.  Dutenhaver,  daughter  of  John  and 
Magdalen  (Sipes)  Dutenhaver,  of  whom  men- 
tion will  be  made  further  on.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clevenger  six  children 
have  been  born:  Mar)'  A.,  March  24,  1863 
died  February  18,  1865;  Samuel  B.,  Febru- 
ary 10,  1865  died  December  29,  1876;  Ad 
L.,  October  9,  1 867 ; John  F , April  7,  1870; 
Sarah  L.,  November  6,  1873,  and  William  1 
April  7,  1878.  Mrs.  Calher  ne  A.  ( levengcr, 
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mother  of  the  above  family,  was  horn  in  Car- 
roll  county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1841,  and  in 
i860  came  to  Putnam  county  and  made  her 
home  with  Samuel  Clevenger,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany,  who,  in  their  youth, 
while  still  single,  came  to  America  and  for  a 
short  time  resided  in  Pennsylvania  and  then 
came  to  Ohio.  They  settled  in  Carroll 
county  and  there  were  married,  the  union  re- 
sulting in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  viz:  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Best,  deceased;  Mary,  wife  of  Jere- 
miah Booth,  a farmer  of  Carroll  county; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  the  subject;  John, 
farmer  of  Carroll  county,  and  an  ex-soldier  of 
the  Civil  war;  Maggie,  of  Carroll  county; 
Martha,  married  to  Robert  Weimers,  a farmer 
of  Columbiana  county;  William,  farmer  of 
Carroll  county;  Joseph,  farmer  of  Huntington 
count}',  Ind,,  and  George,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. John  Dutenhaver,  the  father,  was  a 
farmer,  a democrat  in  politics,  and  died  in 
1878,  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  his  wife  was  also  a member. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Clevenger  continued 
to  live  on  his  father’s  farm  for  two  years,  and 
in  1863  built  a rude  house  on  his  present  farm, 
into  which  he  moved  in  the  spring  of  1864, 
and  diligently  set  to  work  to  develop  his  land 
for  all  it  was  worth,  in  which  effort  he  made  a 
splendid  success.  In  1873  he  was  elected  by 
the  democratic  party  township  trustee,  and  in 
1880  elected  land  appraiser,  and  later  still  re- 
elected township  trustee,  serving  three  years. 
He  and  wife  are  both  prominent  members  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  their  daily  conduct 
proves  that  they  are  sincere  believers  in  its 
doctrines  and  teachings.  In  1876,  Mr.  Clev- 
enger erected  his  present  handsome  brick  resi- 
dence, which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  m the  county.  He  is  a thoroughly 
progressive  agriculturist,  and  has  one  of  the 
best  improved  and  best  equipped  farms  in  tie 


township,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  citizens,  as  well  .as  one  of  the 
most  liberal. 


(D 


RS.  CATHERINE  CLEVENGER, 
of  Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  the  highly  re- 
spected widow  of  Isaac  Clevenger, 
a son  of  Benjamin  Clevenger,  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Putnam  county,  who  settled  in 
Sugar  Creek  township  about  1830,  on  Sugar 
creek,  near  where  Vaughnsville  now  stands, 
and  built  the  first  mill  in  the  county.  Here 
the  late  Isaac  Clevenger  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was 
reared  as  all  the  children  of  pioneers  were 
reared — to  clearing  away  the  forests  in  subdu- 
ing the  stubborn  soil  to  the  demands  of  the 
plow,  and  in  wresting  from  the  gloomy  woods 
the  smiling  fields  that  now  adorn  the  land. 
On  reaching  maturity  he  first  married  Miss 
Alvira  Vandemark,  to  which  union  were  born 
three  daughters,  viz:  Sarah,  who  was  married 
to  Albert  Rimer  a farmer;  Lucinda,  married 
to  Cyrus  Evan,  also  a farmer,  and  Nancy  A., 
the  wife  of  1'.  R.  Mayberry.  The  mother  of 
these  children  was  called  to  her  eternal  home 
about  the  year  1853,  and  about  two  years 
later  Mr.  Clevenger  married  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cather- 
ine Askins. 

Miss  Catherine  Askins  was  born  in  Guern- 
sey county,  Ohio,  June  17,  1830,  of  highly  re- 
spectable parentage — Jacob  and  Charlotte 
(Smith)  Askins,  the  former  a native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Askins 
was  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  after  settling 
in  Allen  county  conducted  the  tomb-stone 
business  at  Elida  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred about  the  year  1SS3.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Lutheran  church  for  over  forty 
years  and  in  politics  was  a democrat,  but 
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never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Cather- 

ine; the  subject  of  this  sketch;  John,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  died  after  his  return 
home  from  the  effects  of  exposure  in  the  serv- 
ice; Mary,  who  married  the  Rev.  James  Bar- 
tholomew; Peter,  who  served  in  the  late  war 
and  also  died  from  exposure;  Sarah  A.,  married 
to  N.  Straver,  Jacob,  who  served  through  the 
IOO— (lav  service  of  the  Civil  war ; William, a mer- 
chant of  Middlepoint,  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio, 
and  J oseph , who  resides  in  Lima,  Allen  county. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1888,  deeply 
and  sincere!)  mourned  by  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family  and  a large  circle  of  friends. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Clevenger  were  born 
a family  of  nine  children:  Mary,  married  to 
Albert  Rimer;  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years;  Charlotte,  wife  of  William 
Cartwright;  Christiana,  at  home;  John  Quincy, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  James  W., 
Thomas  [.,  Joseph  L.,  and  Samuel  A.,  all 
four  live  at  home  with  their  mother.  Mr. 
Clevenger  was  a member  of  the  Christian 
church  and  politically  was  a republican.  He 
cut  the  first  stick  of  timber  ever  cut  on  the 
present  homestead  and  brought  the  place  to 


days  May  16,  1893,  an  honored  and  respected 
member  of  an  honored  and  respected  family, 
sketches  of  many  of  whom  are  contained  on 
other  pages  (jf  this  volume,  with  their  names 
and  the  numbers  of  the  pages  on  which  they 
are  tube  found  properly  arranged  in  the  index, 


fully  invited 


ATTHEW  A.  CHAMBERS,  a dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  Blanchard 
township,  Putnam  count',  Ohio, 
was  born  March  24,  1827,  in  Mus- 
kingum com  ty,  Ohio,  and  was  reaicd  in  Oil- 


boa,  Putnam  county.  His  grandfather,  John 
C.  Chambers,  w'as  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
wais  a native  of  Ireland  and  a weaver  by  trade. 
He  came  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  located  in  Maryland  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac  river,  but  later  came  to  Ohio, 
and  about  1 800  purchased  land  in  Muskingum 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  wi  iving 
until  his  death.  He  had  married,  in  Mary- 
land, Nancy  Markmandluff,  who  bore  tl  • fol- 
lowing children:  Matthew,  Mandluff,  Absa- 

! lorn,  Violet  (Mrs.  Stephen  Lee),  Margaret 
| (Mrs.  John  Holmes),  and  John,  of  Iowa,  all 
! now  deceased. 

Matthew  Chambers,  the  eldest  of  the  above- 
j named  children,  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1 v 8 7 , 

I was  brought  to  Ohio  1>\  his  father  and  reared 
! to  farming,  and  in  eariv  manhood  purchased  a 
! farm  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father’s  place. 

! In  1837,  however,  he  came  to  Putnam  county 
J and  purchased  a section  of  land  in  Blai  hard 
I township,  on  a part  of  which  his  son,  Matthew 
A.,  now  resides.  I11  the  same  year  ■ en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Gilboa,  and  in 
1840  erected  a brick  hotel;  this  he  cond  ■ ted, 
in  connection  with  his  store,  until  1851,  when 
he  retired  from  the  hotel  business  ai  1 was 
succeeded  by  his  sons,  Matthew  A.  and  Bar- 
tholomew. Mr.  Chambers  was  an  extensive 
land-owner  in  his  tow  nship,  and  divided  more 
than  a section  of  land  among  his  eld!  Iren. 
He  had  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Matthew 
Chambers  married,  in  1808,  Miss  Man  Kada- 
baugh,  daughter  of  Martin  Radabaugh.  l his 
lady  was  born  in  Virginia,  w as  of  Pennsvlva- 
nian  descent,  and  became  , the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Milton 

Ew'ing;  Barbara,  wife  of  Newton  Thrapp; 
Nancy  A.,  first  married  to  Lilburn  Thrapp  ami 
next  ti>  Henry  Crofus;  Bartholomew,  w ho  died 
in  Gilboa  in  1852,  leaving  a w ife  and  two  chil- 
dren, the  widow  afterward  learning  S'  alien 
Miles  and  dying  in  Licking  county,  Ohio; 
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Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Godfrey, 
Ottawa;  Violet,  who  first  married  Adolphus 
Wilson,  and  secondly,  A.  J.  Powell,  of  Iowa. 
In  politics  Mr.  Chambers  was  a democrat  until 
the  late  Civil  war  came  on,  when  he  became  a 
republican,  and  although  he  took  a deep  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  would  never  accept  of 
public  office.  He  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  aided  liberally 
toward  the  erection  of  that  denomination’s 
church  edifice  at  Gilboa,  was  one  of  the 
original  members,  helped  form  the  first  class, 
and  was  an  adherent  of  that  belief  until  his 
death,  as  was  also  his  wife. 

Matthew  A.  Chambers  began  his  business 
career  as  a clerk  for  his  father,  attending  the 
store  through  the  summer  and  buying  furs 
from -the  Indians  in  the  winter.  In  1850-51  ;2 
he  was  in  the  hotel  business  with  his  brother 
at  Gilboa.  In  1854,  he  purchased  from  his 
father  a farm  in  section  No.  8,  Blanchard 
township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  on  which  he  lived  until  1870,  when 
he  purchased  the  old  home  place  of  1 60  acres, 
on  which  he  still  resides.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  company  1),  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  served  four  months,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Cherry  Creek,  Va.,  and  several 
lesser  engagements. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chambers  took  place 
March  6,  1855,  to  Miss  Margaret  Krutch,  of 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  the  following  children:  Mary;  John, 

who  married  Clara  Conley;  Banner,  who  mar- 
ried Lula  Dukes.  The  mother  was  called 
away  March  3,  1891,  leaving  a void  in  the 
household  never  to  be  filled.  In  his  politics 
Mr.  ( handlers  was  a democrat  until  1891, 
when  he  became  an  independent.  He  has  also 
filled  th  e office  of  township  trustee  two  terms, 
and  several  minor  offices;  lie  has  served  on 
the  school  board  for  years,  and  takes  a deep 
and  1 i \ ely  interest  in  all  educational  enterprise  s. 


P'raternally  he  is  a member  of  Roxsin  lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hancock  county,  of  Lindsay 
post,  No.  75,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Putnam  grange, 
No.  1 4 1 , P.  of  H.  Mr.  Chambers  is  an  intel- 
ligent and  progressive  farmer  and  is  a gentle- 
man of  energy,  enterprise  and  progress,  and 
one  whose  candor  and  veracity  have  given 
him  a standing  of  respect  among  his  fellow-citi- 
zens that  few  men  enjoy. 


ILLIAM  HENRY  CH  ANDLER,  an 
a M I old  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Jennings  town- 
ship, Putnam  countv,  was  born  in 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  December  17,  1840, 
and  is  a son  of  Truman  A.  and  Ruth  M (Gil- 
let)  Chandler.  His  paternal  garndfather,  Ab- 
salom C handler,  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a farmer  of  Pennsylvania  and  married 
a Miss  Wood,  who  bore  him  seven  children,  of 
whom  the  names  of  six  are  remembered  as  fol- 
lows: Truman,  Nathan,  William,  James,  Lo- 
visa  and  Amanda.  Absalom  ( handler  was  a 
lumberman  and  raftsman  and  passed  a great 
deal  of  his  time  in  Canada,  but  spent  his  latter 
days  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years. 

Truman  Chandler,  father  of  William  Henry, 
was  born  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y , May  18,  1808, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  where  he 
married  Ruth  M.  Gillett,  daughter  of  Philemon 
Gillett.  From  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  Truman 
Chandler  removed  to  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  farmed  until  1857,  when  became  to 
Putnam  county,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  the  woods  two  miles  north  of  the  farm 
on  which  his  son,  William  11  , now  lives.  He 
here  wrought  out  a good  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness and  lived  upon  it  until  his  retirement  to 
the  home  of  his  son,  James  F.,  m Allen  county, 
where  he  passed  from  earth  at  the  advanced 
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age  of  eighty-five  years.  His  five  children  were 
born  and  named  in  the  following  order:  James 
E. , William  H . .Oscar  E. , Frank  P.  and  Mar)'  E. 

William  H_  Chandler,  our  subject,  was 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county  with  his  father,  and  here  worked 
on  the  old  farm  until  he  enlisted  at  Kalida,  un- 
der Capt.  A.  V.  Rice,  in  company  A,  Fifty- 
seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  to  serve  three 
years.  With  his  regiment  he  took  part  in  the 
battle’ of  Pittsburg  Landing,  but  on  account  of 
disability  was  furloughed  home  from  April  to 
July,  On  his  return  to  his  regiment  he  took 
part  in  the  Ya/oo  bottom  campaign,  the  expedi- 
tion to  Arkansas  Post,  worked  at  digging  the 
canal  opposite  Vicksburg,  was  at  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  in  the  fight  at  Champion’s  Hill,  in 
the  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  on  the  Atlanta 
campaign  from  Dalton  to  Jonesboro,  was  at 
Dallas,  Resaca,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek,  Smoky 
Creek  Cap,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  at  the  fall 
of  Atlanta,  when  his  term  of  service  expired, 
and  he  was  mustered  out  at  East  Point,  Ga., 
September  11,  1864,  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge.  On  his  return  home  Mr  Chandler 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  place  until  Jan- 
uary 28,  1869,  when  he  married  Miss  Lydia 

Brenneman,  who  was  born  April  14,  1850,  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  David  and 
Leah  (Stemen)  Brenneman.  The  father, 
David  Brenneman,  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  came  with  his  father,  John  Bren- 
neman, to  Ohio;  he  was  married  in  Perry 
county  to  Miss  Stemen,  and  soon  afterward, 
about  1852  or  1853,  came  to  Allen  county;  he 
here  became  a prominent  farmer,  and  at  his 
death,  February  11,  1868,  was  able  to  leave 
$4,000  to  each  of  his  four  children,  who  were 
named  Lydia,  Elizabeth,  .Catherine  and 
Samuel. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Chandh  r lived  on 
the  old  Daw  1 Brenneman  farm  for  lour  years, 
and  then,  in  1873,  moved  to  his  present  farm 


of  120  acres,  which  was  then  all  in  the  woods. 
This  woodland  he  has  transformed  into  a fruit- 
ful field  of  cereals,  and  here  has  laid  the 
foundation  on  which,  being  still  a young  man, 
he  is  raising  the  structure  that  is  destined  to 
culminate  in  a handsome  fortune.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chandler  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren— Lucinda,  Leah  and  Orpha  Ruth.  Of 
these,  Lucinda  is  married  to  Joseph  Wilson, 
who  is  farming  forty  miles  north  of  Denver, 
Colo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C handler  hold  member- 
ship with  the  United  Brethren  chin  h,  in 
which  Mr.  Chandler  is  a trustee,  and  socially 
they  mingle  with  the  most  respectable  ; ople 
of  the  neighborhood. 


BRANK  CHANDLER,  a thrifty  farmer 
of  Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a son  of  Truman  and  Ruth 
(Gillett)  Chandler,  and  was  born  in 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  October  30,  1849.  Tru- 
man Chandler  was  a native  of  New  York,  born 
May  18,  1808,  and  a son  of  Absalom  Chand- 
! ler,  also  a native  of  New  York  and  of  Seotch- 
Irish  descent.  Absalom  Chandler,  who  had 
been  a patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  wai , and 
also  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  married 
Polly  Woods,  and  became  the  father  of  - ven 
children.  Truman  Chandler  was  reared  on  a 
■ farm  in  New  York  and  in  1838  married  Ruth 
| Gillett,  a daughter  of  Russell  Gillett;  to  this 
union  were  born  six  children,  as  fi  'lows: 
James  Edw  in,  a farmer  of  Allen  county,  Ohio; 
William  Henry,  farmer  of  Jennings  township, 
Putnam  county;  Oscar  Edson,  of  Nebraska; 
Frank,  our  subject;  a deceased  son  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (twins) — the  latter  the  wife  of  George 
Schindler,  a farmer  of  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Chand- 
j ler  was  a native  of  Vermont,  born  November 
- 28,  1818,  and  died  April  30,  1885,  a member 
I of  the  C hristian  church.  In  1842  Truman 
I C handler  came  to  Ohio,  resided  in  Knox 


. 

• 

■ . 

• r 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY 


97 


county  until  1851,  then  went  to  Delaware 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  saleratus  until  October,  1857,  when 
he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  bought  forty  additional  acres, 
making  a good  farm,  on  which  our  subject  now 
lives.  In  1880  he  retired  from  active  life,  and, 
enjoying  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  died 
April  27,  1S94. 

Frank  Chandler,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  reared  anti  educated  in  Putnam 
county,  and  October  2,  1873,  married  Mary 
Schindler,  daughter  of  Andrew  anti  Susanne 
(Thompson)  Schindler,  the  union  resulting  in 
the  birth  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Francis 

Truman,  born  September  30,  1882;  Lillie  K., 
December  10,  1884;  Hiram  Leroy,  May  9, 

1 886;. William  Artie,  August  10,  1888;  Annie 
Elnora,  January  20,  1890,  and  Albert  Andrew, 
March  21,  1892.  Mrs.  Mary  Chandler  is  a 
native  of  Allen  county,  Ohio,  born  September 
29,  1853,  her  father  being  a native  of  Baden, 
Germany,  and  her  mother  of  Carroll  county, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Chandler  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Chandler 
is  a democrat;  he  has  been  a school  director 
for  nine  years,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  residents  of  the  township.  His 
brother  Henry  served  three  years  in  company 
A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  thus 
giving  evidence  that  the  family  is  patriotic  as 
well  as  progressive,  and  well  deserving  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  they  are  held. 


FORCE  COL  LENT,  one  of  the  best 
agriculturists  of  Union  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia May  23,  1834,  a son  of  Chris- 
topher Collert,  a native  of  the  same  country 
and  father  of  eight  < hildren,  viz:  John,  who 

died  in  Germany;  Charles,  who  died  in  Colum- 


bus, Ohio,  about  i860;  Margaret,  deceased; 
Conrad,  also  deceased;  Dorothy,  deceased  ; 
Efhe,  and  George,  the  last  named  being  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  in  1 859. 

George  Collert,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  began  working  out  at  farm  labor  in 
Germany  and  followed  the  calling  for  six  years, 
when,  in  1854,  he  came  to  America,  and 
located  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a farm  hand  for  two  years,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  for  about  six  years. 
December  13,  1862,  he  married  Emma  Gott, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ellen  Gott,  both 
natives  of  England.  To  this  marriage  nine 
children  were  born,  viz:  Lucy,  wife  of  I. 

Harter,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Ellen,  married  to 
John  Havelain,  of  the  same  place;  Sarah  J., 
who  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years;  Lizzie,  wife  of  George  Watterson,  of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county;  Katherine, 
now  Mrs.  Michael  Klose,  of  Union  township; 
May,  Cora,  George  and  Charles,  all  four  at 
home.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  April  6,  1842, 
came  to  America  in  1852  with  her  parents 
(who  settled  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio)  and 
died  in  Union  township  Julv  27,  1892.  Her 
father  came  to  Putnam  county  in  1862,  bought 
a farm,  and  followed  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture until  his  death,  which  took  place'  April 
13,  1895. 

Mr.  Collert,  after  his  marriage,  located  in 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  where  lie  farmed  for 
nearly  seven  years,  and  in  that  space  of  time 
accumulated  $1,300.  In  1 867  he  came  to 
Putnam  county  and  bought  his  present  farm, 
part  of  which  he  has  cleared  from  tin  woods 
and  made  into  a comfortable  home.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  politics  a 
democrat,  and  has  held  sevei.d  minor  offices. 
He  is  a good,  solid  citizen  and  is  greatly  re- 
spected as  a self-made  man  His  daughter. 
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Sarah  j.  (deceased),  was  also  a great  favorite 
with  tlie  community  and  was  especially  beloved 
by  the  bereaved  father. 


a H ARLES  R.  COMER,  an  enter- 
prising and  rising  young  farmer  of  his 
native  township  of  Jackson,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  April  26, 
1872,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Louisa  | 
(Holden)  Comer.  The  father,  John  Comer,  J 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1819,  and  was  a j 
son  of  John  Comer  of  old  Pennsyl vania-Dutch 
stock.  John  Comer,  the  grandfather  of 
Charles  R. , our  subject,  came  from  the  Key- 
stone state,  in  1830,  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  entered  a large  tract  of  wild  land  from  the 
government,  on  which  he  erected  a log  house, 
established  his  family,  and  from  that  time  was 
identified  with  the  pioneer  industries  of  the 
township  until  his  death — an  honored  and 
truly  venerated  frontiersman. 

john  Comer,  father  of  Charles  R , was  but  j 
a boy  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Put- 
11am  county,  and  with  him  endured  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  ot  pioneer  life.  In  ^ 
1856  he  married  Mary  I..  Holden,  who  was  ! 
born  in  Union  township,  Putnam  county,  | 
March  20,  1837,  a daughter  of  Pearson  B.  I 
and  Samantha  (Neisley)  Holden,  natives  of  the  ] 
Buckeye  state.  To  this  marriage  were  born  ! 
the  following  children:  Priscilla,  wife  of  Ben- 

jamin Andrews,  of  Perry  township;  John,  of 
Michigan;  Pearson,  of  Dupont,  Ohio;  and 
Charles  R.,  our  subject.  Pearson  B.  Holden,  ! 
father  of  Mrs.  Comer,  was  a well-known  min- 
ister of  the  Christian  Union  church,  and  died 
March  24.  1867;  Mis  Comer  was  always  a 
prominent  member  of  the  same  church,  and 
hei  death  occurred  November  7,  1 89  1 . After 
marriage  John  Comer  settled  on  a farm  in 
I ■ kson  township,  where  he  devoted  the  re-  j 
mainder  ol  his  life  to  agriculture,  living  August 


16,  1884,  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  chuch, 
to  which  he  contributed  liberally.  In  politics 
he  was  a democrat,  and  as  a farmer  he  was 
very  successful — clearing  up  his  land  and 
bringing  it  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  belonged  to  the  class  of  pioneers 
who  have  done  so  much  to  bring  the  county 
out  of  its  primitive  condition  and  convert  it 
into  its  present  enviable  state  of  civilization, 
and  his  death  was  universally  lamented  bv  the 
communitv. 

Charles  R.  Comer,  youngest  son  of  John, 
last  mentioned,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  ol  his  native  township,  and  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead.  March  20,  1894^-he 
married  Dottie  McClure,  daughter  of  George 
McClure,  and  still  lives  on  the  old  home  place, 
highly  respected,  and  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  skillful  young  far,  rs  of 
the  township.  His  integrity  has  never  been 
impugned,  and  he  has  the  credit  among  his 
neighbors  of  being  as  honest  as  he  is  indus- 
trious. 

Pearson  Comer,  an  elder  brother  of 
Charles  R.,  was  born  June  19,  1864,  was 

reared  on  the  old  home  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  August  18,  1888,  he 
married  Miss  Cornelia  Alexander,  who  was 
born  in  Dupont,  Ohio,  in  1867,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  (\\  orline)  Alexander.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  ol  two 
children—  Hazel  and  Jason.  Mrs.  Comer  was 
educated  in  Dupont,  and  learned  the  milliner's 
trade  in  Ottawa,  and  achieved  a high  reputa- 
tor  her  skill  and  taste  in  that  vocation.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Comer  engaged  in  teaming  at 
Hedges,  Paulding  county,  but  soon  returned  to 
the  home  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county,  where  he  resided  until  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  his  present  home  in  Dupont  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  democrat,  and,  like  his 
brother  Charles,  enjoy  s the  respect  of  a who 
know  him 
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f^ILLIAM  CONN,  a most  respectable 
farmer  of  Blanchard  township,  Put- 
nam county,  was  born  june  4,  1821, 
in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  His 
grandfather,  also  named  William,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  extraction  and  came  from  Fayette 
count}',  Pa.,  to  Ohio,  about  the  year  1800, 
entered  and  cleared  up  a farm  in  Muskingum 
county;  he  had  married  Sarah  Pierce,  and 
with  her  passed  the  remainder  of  life  on 
this  homestead.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  named  Thomas,  Lydia,  George, 
Peggy,  Betsey  and  Sarah. 

Thomas  Conn,  the  eldest  sun  of  William 
'and  Sarah  Conn,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
about  the  year  1773  and  came  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents.  In  November,  1812,  he  settled 
on  the  farm  his  father  had  entered  in  Mus- 
kingum county,  which  he  cultivated  until  Ins 
removal  to  Putnam  county.  In  September, 
1845,  he  purchased  160  acres  in  Blanchard 
township  in  section  13,  and  also  entered  160 
acres  in  section  12.  Half  of  this  tract  he  gave 
to  his  son  William,  our  subject,  and  the  other 
half  he  sold;  on  the  first  tract  he  built  a dwell- 
ing, and  cleared  up  a fine  farm,  on  which  he 
lived  until  1859,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  and  passed  his  declining  years  in 
Gilboa,  where  lie  died  in  1868,  a highly  hon- 
ored citizen.  He  married  Annie  Coe,  and  to 
their  union  were  born  ten  children,  viz:  Har- 
riet, wife  of  James  Patrick;  |ohn,  deceased; 
Eliza,  now  Mrs.  William  Baxter;  William, 
our  subject;  Isaac;  Rebecca,  wife  of  John  P. 
Conley;  Benoni;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  V.  B.  John- 
son; Thomas  B.,  of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  and  Mel- 
vina,  w ifr  of  William  Cook. 

Willi  am  Conn,  the  third  child  of  Thomas 
and  Annie  C onn,  was  reared  a farmer  and  was 
educated  in  the  primitive  log  school  house  on 
the  frontier  of  Muskingum  county.  In  1845 
he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  worked  for 
his  broile  r John,  in  Blanch. ird  township,  until 


1850,  when  his  father  presented  him  with  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  land.  This  land  our  subject 
cleared,  improved,  cultivated  and  converted 
into  a blooming  farm,  on  which  he  resided 
until  1879,  when  he  relinquished  agricultural 
pursuits  for  a season  and  retired  to  Gilboa, 
where  he  passed  his  years  in  peaceful  rest  until 
1885,  when 'he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
forty  acres,  partly  cleared,  the  farming  instinct 
being  still  strong  within  him.  Mr.  Conn  was 
and  still  is  a patriot  to  the  core,  and  in  1 864  en- 
listed in  one  of  the  lately  raised  regiments,  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  and  served  100  days,  and 
still  votes  as  he  shot,  although,  before  the 
formation  of  the  republican  party,  he  had  been 
a whig.  He  married  Amanda  Haskins,  who 
died  in  1887,  leaving  no  offspring.  Mr.  Conn 
is  a representative  citizen,  being  always  fore- 
most among  those  engaged  in  the  promotion 
of  projects  designed  for  the  public  good,  and 
is  universally  esteemed  and  honored  through- 
out his  township  and  county. 


m 


ILLIAM  MITCHELL  COOK,  trus- 
tee of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam 


county,  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  township,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Allen  township,  September  2,  1849. 

Mr.  Cook's  father  was  Stephen  Cook,  who 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  April  3, 
1819,  and  was  a son  of  William  Cook,  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  eaily  set- 
tlers of  Richland  county,  Ohio.  In  his  old 
age  he  removed  to  Columbus  Grove,  where  lie 


died. 

Stephen  Cook  came  to  Monroe  township, 
Allen  county,  in  1842,  settled  on  land  which 
had  been  entered  by  his  father,  and  given  to 
him  and  his  brother.  lie  followed  (arming 
and  also  dealt  in  stock,  biivuig  and  shipping 
cattle  and  hogs.  He  was  iinened  111  Richland 
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county  to  Amanda  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  December  17,  1818, 
and  to  them  eight  children  were  born,  viz: 
Ann  Jerusha  and  Martha  Lucretia  (twins) — 
Ann  J.  being  deceased,  and  Martha  L.  being 
the  wife  of  Enoch  Trumbo,  of  Monroe  town- 
ship, Allen  county;  Eunice,  deceased;  Isabelle 
Amanda;  William  Mitchell;  Robert  Calvin, 
now  living  in  Richland  township,  Allen  county, 
Stephen  Wright,  deceased;  Albert  Brice,  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Allen,  count)'.  The  father  died  May  22, 
1887  and  the  mother  on  August  20,  1894. 

They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  William  M.  Cook  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools,  secur- 
ing a fair  education.  He  remained  on  the  old 
home  place,  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  except  six  months  he  spent  in  Iowa.  On 
April  6,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Mary  S., 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Proutyj  Trumbo, 
and  born  in  Noble  county,  Ind.,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1853.  John  Trumbo  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  March  21,  1816,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  New'.  York  state  June  22, 
1863.  The  father  came  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Noble 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  died  January  8,  1876. 
The  mother  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents 
and  lived  in  Richland  county  until  that  county 
was  divided,  when  they  lived  in  Knox.  The 
great-  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Cook  on  her  moth- 
er’s side  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  and  also 
fought  in  the  Indian  wars.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  old, 
which  age  his  wife  also  lived  to  reach.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  the*  parents  of  Mrs  Cook, 
as  follows:  Edward,  deceased;  - Uriah,  de- 

1 "used  — w as  a Baptist  minister  and  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years;  Wilhclmina,  deceased; 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  James,  living  on  the  old 
homestead  m Noble  county,  Ind;  Mi-  Cook, 
and  Rebecca,  now  the  w ife  of  Albert  Marshall, 


of  Allen  county  Ohio.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Cook  and  Mrs.  Marshall.  The  parents  are 
Baptists. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Cook  pur- 
chased forty-two  acres  of  land  joining  the 
corporate  limits  of  Columbus  Grove  on  the 
southeast,  to  which  he  subsequently  added 
until  he  owned  seventy-three  acres,  off  of  which 
he  sold  some  town  lots;  now  he  has  sixty- 
eight  acres  of  as  fine  farm  land  as  can  be 
found  in  the  county.  He  has  a handsome 
tw’o-story  residence,  and  a large  barn,  which 
was  erected  in  1 88  r . Mr.  Cook  has  always 
been  a republican  in  politics.  In  the  spring 
of  1891  he  was  elected  one  of  the  trustees  of 
Pleasant  township  for  a term  of  three  years, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1894  was  re-elected  for 
another  term  of  three  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  have  been  born  Effie  ].,  Januai  . 18, 

! 1877;  Thurlow  T. , November  1 5 , 1878,  and 
died  January  1,  1882;  HarleyS.,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1882;  Mary  A.,  October  ",  1892,  and 
Wilton  M.,  February  5,  1895.  Mr.  Cook 

] owns  a half-interest  in  the  livery  barn  now  run 
by  William  Watkins  in  Columbus  Grove 


QINOR  CORRON,  an  old  reliable  and 
much  respected  farmer  of  Blanch- 
ard tow  nship,  Putnam  count)’,  ' >hio, 
was  born  October  _q,  1818,  a son 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  (McDougal)  ( non. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  Robert  Coiron, 
and  was  of  Scotch-lrish  extraction.  fhe 
father  of  Robert  Conor.,  on  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, located  in  Rappahannock  county.  Ya. 
Robert  moved  to  Greenbrier  county,  where  he 
died,  being  the  father  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

James  Corron,  tin-  father  ol  Minor  our 
subject,  was  born  October  ih,  1785,  in  Rap- 
pahannock county,  Ya.,  served  m the  w ; of 
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i Si  2,  and  passed  his  life  in  his  native  county, 
dying  October  I 2 , 1863,  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  Wash- 

ington Compton;  Alfred,  who  married  Mary 
Compton;  Minor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Presley,  who  married  Anna  Hays;  Jackson, 
married  to  Martha  Duke;  George,  husband  of 
Mary  Compton;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 
Compton;  Polly,  now  Mrs.  William  Wallis, 
and  Henley,  who  married  Nancy  Reniey. 

Minor  Corron  received  the  ordinary  educa- 
tion of  fanner  lads  and  was  early  inured  to  the 
hard  labor  of  the  agriculturist,  a vocation  he 
has  never  ceased  to  follow.  About  1839  he 
otrae  to  Ohio  and  for  five  years  worked  out  at 
farm  labor  in  Warren  county;  he  then  moved 
to  Licking  count}',  where  he  followed  the  same 
mode  ■ of  life  until  1853,  when  he  bought 
eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  to  which  he  subse- 
quent]}' added,  as  his  means  would  justify, 
eighty-four  acres.  This  land  he  has  himself 
cleared  up  and  improved  and  converted  from 
a howling  wilderness  into  a fruitful  farm  that 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
township. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Corron  was 
first  a whig,  but,  with  the  change  of  the  party 
lines,  fell  into  the  ranks  of  the  republicans, 
and  has  filled  all  the  minor  offices  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  one  of  the  earlier  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  church  of  the  township, 
and  his  life  has  been  one  of  true  uprightness, 
in  conformity  with  its  teachings,  and  he  has 
been  honored  with  the  office  of  trustee  in  this 
denomination.  Mr.  Corron  is  a representative 
citizen  and  is  much  respected  in  the  com- 
munity for  his  steady  habits  of  industry  and 
quiet  demeanor.  Mr.  Corron  was  joined  in 
matrimony  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
McDougal,  of  Rappahannock  county,  Va. , who 
died  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  after  a resi- 
dence of  some  years  in  Blanchard  township. 


ENRY  M.  CRAWFIS,  the  leading 
events  of  whose  life  are  herewith  set 
forth,  claims  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  living  settler  of  the  eastern 
part  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  to  which  he  re- 
moved as  long  ago  as  1831.  Mr.  Crawfis  is 
descended  paternally  from  German  ancestors, 
and  his  mother’s  family  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  western  Pennsylvania,  locating  near 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  a great  many  years  ago. 
Nicholas  Crawfis,  the  subject’s  father,  was' 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
when  nine  years  of  age.  His  father,  also 
named  Nicholas,  located  on  the  Potomac 
river,  near  the  Virginia  line,  and  was,  bv  pro- 
fession, a school-teacher.  Nicholas  Crawfis, 
Jr.,  had  a family  consisting  of  eleven  children, 
several  of  whom,  became  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  different  parts  of  Ohio,  where  they 
settled  in  an  earl}  day.  The  oldest  member 
of  the  family,  Otho  W.,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Putnam  county,  moving  thereto  in 
1831,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  its  material 
development;  he  served  as  county  commis- 
sioner for  nine  years,  discharge  1 the  duties  of 
county  treasurer  for  four  years,  and  was  an 
honored  resident  until  his  death  in  1883.  The 
second  child,  Maria,  died  a number  of  years 
ago;  Jacob  is  also  deceased ; and  Mai'}’  Ann, 
who  married  Benjamin  Radabaugh,  is  iro 
longer  in  the  land  of  the  living.  The  next  in 
order  of  birth  was  John  Crawfis,  who  became 
one  of  the  leading  and  wealthv  farmers  of  Put- 
nam county;  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means  for 
the  promotion  of  education,  erected  what  is 
known  as  Crawfis  college  in  Fairfield  county, 
also  built  an  educational  institution  by  the 
same  name  in  Putnam  county,  and  made  a 
liberal  gift  of  $1,000  to  the  F.  tv  A.  M lodge 
of  Ottawa,  of  which  he  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber. The  death  of  this  excellent  man  occur- 
red in  1880.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  other  members  of  the  family:  Mrs.  Eliza 
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Guysinger,  deceased;  Henry  M. ; Hannah,  de- 
ceased, and  Lewis,  also  deceased. 

Henry  M.  Crawfis  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
near  Lancaster,  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
19th  day  of  March,  1814,  and  spent  his  youth- 
ful years  amid  the  . stirring  scenes  of  the  pio- 
neer period.  He  remained  in  his  native 
county  until  seventeen  years  of' age,  at  which 
time,  in  company  with  his  elder  brother, 
Otho,  he  came  to  what  was  then  the  wilder- 
ness of  Putnam  county,  locating  in  what  is 
now  Blanchard  township.  For  some  time 
after  his  arrival  he  was  employed  by  his 
brother  and  took,  as  pay  for  his  services, 
twenty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  erected, 
in  1832,  a small  cabin,  preparing  the  same  for 
the  reception  of  his  mother  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  who  came  later.  Mr. 
Crawfis  takes  much  delight  in  recalling  the 
scenes  of  his  early  life  in  the  woods,  when 
neighbors  were  few  and  widely  separated,  and 
when  they  had  to  rely  upon  wild  game  and 
grated  corn  as  the  chief  articles  of  food  for  the 
family.  His  early  hardships  were  many;  he 
worked  early  and  late  in  order  to  fit  his  land 
for  cultivation,  and  knew  not  what  it  was  to 
eat  the  bread  of  idleness.  Plis  first  purchase 
of  land  consisted  of  twenty  acres  adjoining  the 
place  where  he  settled,  and  later  he  purchased 
other  tracts  and  became  the  owner  of  valuable 
lands  in  the  township  of  Blanchard. 

Mr.  Crawfis  was  married  November  15, 
1837,  to  Sarah  Ann  Galbreth,  and  one  year 
later  he  located  on  a farm  consisting  of  160 
acres  about  one  mile  north  of  Ottawa,  upon 
which  he  lived  for  a period  of  forty-tour  years 
and  six  months.  Jn  1883  he  quit  the  farm 
and  moved  to  Ottawa,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  Crawfis  has  led  a long  and  useful 
life  and  has  seen  the  county  of  Putnam  emerge 
from  a wilderness  state  to  its  present  position 
among  the  advanced  counties  of  northwestern 
Ohio;  he  lias  held  the  office  of  township 


trustee,  served  as  member  of  the  school  board, 
and  in  every  position  to  which  he  has  been 
called  has  proved  most  efficient  and  capable. 
To  his  marriage  referred  to  above,  were  born 
twelve  children,  only  three  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity — Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  G.  M. 
Curtiss;  Elizabeth,  born  June  15,  1852,  died 
June  4,  1862;  and  Eliza  J.,  deceased  wife  of 
Dr.  William  Ernest.  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Crawfis 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Morris)  Galbreth;  she  was  born  in  18' 8.  and 
departed  this  life  in  the  year  1862.  1 he  sec- 

ond marriage  of  Mr.  Crawfis  was  solemnized 
September  16,  1863,  with  Mrs  Nancy  Thropp, 
widow  of  Lilburn  Thropp.  She  was  born  iff 
the  year  1817,  and  was  called  from  the  scene 
of  her  earthly  labors  on  the  20th  day  of  June, 

I 892. 


^ ERMAN  L.  CRAWFIS,  one  of  the 
|^\  firm  of  Crawfis  & Pope,  Otta  ' , is  a 
| * native  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  born 

November  22,  1858,  in  the  township 
of  Blanchard.  His  father  was  Lewis  Nicholas 
Crawfis,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother 
was  Mary  A.  Henderson.  The  subject  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attemh  >1  the 
district  schools  at  intervals,  until  attaining  his 
majority,  at  which  time  he  began  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  upon  Ins  own  responsibility.  In 
1884  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty- four  acres 
in  Blanchard  township,  upon  which  lie  erected 
good  buildings,  and  made  other  improvements, 
and  some  years  later  exchanged  this  place  for 
a farm  in  the  township  of  Pleasant,  residing 
upon  the  latter  for  a period  of  three  years.  In 
1891,  Mr.  Crawfis  moved  to  Ottawa,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business  as  succi  or  of 
Henry  Ayers,  and  continued  the  trade  alone 
until  effecting  a co-partnership,  in  February, 
1895,  with  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Crawfis  tv  Pope.  Messrs.  Crawfis  N 
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Pope  have  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness in  Ottawa  and  Putnam  county,  and  in 
addition  to  dealing  in  furniture  give  consider- 
able attention  to  undertaking  and  embalming, 
carrying  a full  and  complete  line  of  goods  per- 
taining to  that  business. 

Mr.  Crawfis  is  one  of  the  progressive  men 
of  Ottawa,  and  has  been  untiring  in  looking 
after  the  city’s  interest  as  a member  of  the 
common  council,  in  which  he  has  been  the 
means  of  promoting  much  important  munici- 
pal legislation.  He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A,  M.,  belonging  to  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325, 
Ottawa  chapter,  No.  115,  and  Putnam  council, 
No.  69;  he  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.,  being 
a charter  member  of  Ottawa  lodge.  No.  565. 
Mr.  Crawfis  was  married  December  14,  1881. 
to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Darling,  daughter  of  Vin- 
cent and  Margaret  Darling,  of  Putnam  county. 
Mrs.  Crawfis  was  born  in  Pleasant  township, 
September  7,  1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawfis  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Joel  1).,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1882;  Earl  I).,  September  15, 

1883;  Ralph  E.,  October  6,  1885,  died  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1887,  and  Julius  R.,  whose  birth 
occurred  | uly  4,  1 890. 


PUN  M.  CRAWFORD,  the  oldest  and 
leading  hardware  merchant,  of  Colum- 
bus drove,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
native  of  the  state,  having  been  born 
in  Delaware  county,  November  2,  1841.  He 
is  the  son  of  Calvin  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Moss® si 
Crawford,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Marion  county,  Ohio,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  1 8 1 8 and  the  mother  in  1820.  They 
were  married  in  Marion  county  in  1839,  and  m 
a few  years  returned  to  Delaware'  county.  In 
184(1  they  removed  to  Brown  county,  111  . 
where  they  resided  on  a farm,  and  where 
about  1S50,  the  father  died.  1 1 is  widow  and 


six  children  continued  to  reside  in  Illinois 
until  1858,  when  she  retimed  to  Marion 
county,  Ohio.  In  1864  she  removed  to  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  and  in  about  1870  she  was  there 
married  to  John  Knapp,  a farmer  of  that 
county,  and  Mrs.  Knapp  is  still  living.  There 
were  seven  children  born  to  the  parents,  one 
of  whom  died' young.  The  six  surviving  chil- 
dren are  as  follows;  Dorcas,  married  to  Dr. 
E.  T.  Martin,  son  of  Rev.  Wilson  Martin; 
she  is  now  a widow,  residing  at  Napoleon, 
Ohio;  John  M. ; William  Id.,  enlisted  in  the 
Tenth  regiment  of  Ohio  cavalry,  and  died  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  DeWitt  C.,  resides  in  Henry 
county.  Ohio,  where  he  is  farming;  AllettaM., 
wife  of  Henry  Russell,  lives  at  Liberty  Center, 
Henry  county,  Ohio;  Lawrence  L.  resides  in 
Custer  county,  Nebr.,  where  he  is  practicing 
medicine. 

John  M.  Crawford  was  reared  on  farms 
in  Illinois  and  Ohio,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon district  schools,  acquiring  only  a moder- 
ate education.  He  remained  at  home  with 
his  mother,  working  on  the  farm,  until  he 
reached  his  twentieth  year  and  then  w'as  mar- 
ried. In  the  fall  of  1863  he  removed  to  Hems’ 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  si.\t\  acres 
of  land  in  Liberty  township.  This  land  was 
in  the  woods,  wholly  without  improvements. 
He  located  on  the  land  and  began  clearing 
it,  and  as  fast  as  he  cleared  he  planted.  In 
1872  he  rented  his  farm  and  came  to  C dum- 
bus  Grove,  and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  busi- 
ness with  Wilson  Martin  and  Joseph  Justice, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  Martin  & Co.  ; six 
months  later  Mr.  Martin  withdrew,  and  Messrs. 
Crawford  & Justice  continued  the  business  for 
about  one  year,  when  they  traded  out  to  T. 
M.  Day.  Mr.  Crawford  then  engaged  in  the 
grocers  and  bakery  business  in  Columbus 
Grove,  continuing  in  that  business  for  about 
one"  year.  He  next  engaged  m the  livers 
business  for  about  three  months,  lollosving 
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which  he  entered  the  drug  business,  continu- 
ing in  that  line  for  about  ten  years.  In  1880 
he  entered  the  hardware  business  in  partner- 
ship with  George  Arnold,  who  was  succeeded 
by  John  Light  in  about  nine  months.  About 
a year  and  a half  later  Mr.  Light  was  suc- 
ceeded by  D.  M.  Foltz,  and  the  firm  of  Craw- 
ford & Foltz  continued  for  about  seven  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  fin  1890)  Mr. 
Crawford  sold  out  to  Mr.  Foltz.  One  month 
later  he  purchased  the  hardware  stock  of 
Norris  Killen,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in 
business  by  himself  in  his  present  stand  on  the 
corner  of  High  and  Sycamore  streets.  For 
about  seven  years  Mr.  Crawford  was  engaged 
in  the  saw-mill  business  with  G.  S.  Gander, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Crawford  & Co.,  they 
operating  and  owning  mills  at  Columbus  Grove, 
Ottawa,  Avis  and  Pandora,  owning  those  at 
at  the  last  three  places  at  the  same  time.  In 
January,  1894,  Mr.  Crawford  purchased  an  in- 
terest in  the  pine  lumber  business  in  Colum- 
bus Grove,  the  firm  becoming  that  of  Palmer 
tV  Crawford,  and  this  interest  he  now  owns.  In 
June,  1895,  he  purchased  the  Columbus  Grove 
machine  shops,  which  he  is  now  operating.  Sep- 
tember/, 1895,  Mr.  Crawford  purchased  an  in- 
terest in  the  Exchange  bank,  of  Columbus 
Grove,  with  W.  Martin  as  vice-president. 

September  15,  1861,  Mr.  Crawford  was  ! 

married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.,  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Wilson  Martin,  and  to  this  union  four 
children  have  been  born,  as  follows;  William 
L.,  born  in  Marion  county,  July  17,  1862;  he 
is  now  in  the  drug  business  in  Columbus 
Grove;  Minnie  E.,  born  in  September,  1864, 
now  Mrs.  Henry  1C  Light,  of  Columbus  Grove; 
Dilla  E.,  now  Mrs.  E.  E.  McLaughlin,  of 
Columbus  Grove;  Wilson  M.,  born  September 
24,  1879.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  no  family  stands  higher  in  the  es- 
teem of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 


EVI  CRAWFORD,  the  subject  of  this 
review,  is  one  whose  ancestral  history 
has  been  of  long  identification  with 
that  of  the  Buckeve  state,  while  he 
himself  has  been  conspicuously  concerned  with 
the  noble  art  of  husbandry  in  the  township  and 
county  which  figure  as  the  place  of  his  birth. 
H'e  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  Kalida,  and 
is  well  deserving  of  representation  in  this  vol- 
ume. Mr.  Crawford  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1845,  in  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  being  the  son  of  Hugh  and 
Nancy  fHenderson)  Crawford,  the  f oner  of 
whom  was  a native  of  the  old  Keystone  state, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Noveiober, 
1825,  his  father  having  been  a nativp  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  The  latter  came  to  America  in 
his  youth  anti  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  became  identified  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  politics  he  was  a democrat  until  the 
organization  of  the  republican  partv  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  larm  life, 
and  in  his  youth  came  with  his  parents  to  Mus- 
kingum county,  Ohio,  where  they  pm  chased  a 
farm  anti  brought  it  into  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation. Hugh  Crawford  received  hi-  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Muskingum  county, 
and  remained  in  that  section  until  he  ; ttained 
mature  years.  On  the  8th  of  April,  1831,  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Nancy  1 lender- 
son,  who  was  born  on  October  12,  1809.  Of 
the  children  of  this  union  we  make  r<  ml  as 
follows:  William  H.  is  a resident  of  Michigan; 
Robert  is  a farmer  of  Putnam  county  Ohio; 
Alonzo,  engaged  in  farming  in  Hancock 
county;  Charles  died  in  infancy;  Hugh  died 
September  26,  1877;  Albert  died  in  childhood; 
Levi,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Samantha  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
John  G.,  a farmer  in  Union  township,  and  Lina 
A. , wife  of  C.  S.  Burt. 

After  his  marriage  Hugh  Crawford  located 
in  Allen  county,  when,  he  continued  t<.  abide 
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until  1887,  which  year  represents  his  advent  1 
in  Putnam  county,  where  lie  purchased  a farm  j 
and  also  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business; 
later  he  sold  this  original  purchase  and  bought 
another  farm  one-half  mile  away,  and  located 
in  the  same  township.  In  his  political  ad- 
herency  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  re- 
publican party,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  of  a local  nature.  He  was  town- 
ship trustee  for  a number  of  years,  and  was 
held  in  tile  highest  esteem  in  the  community. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  which  faith  he  died  on  the  30th  of  March, 

1 877.  His  wife  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
whither  her  parents  had  come  from  the  north 
of  Ireland.  She  came  to  Muskingum  county, 
Ohio,  in  her  youth,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated,  her  marriage  also  being  celebrated  in 
that  county.  She  was  a member  of  tha  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  she  did  not  long  survive 
her  husband,  her  death  occurring  on  the  13th 
of  October,  i 888 . Two  of  their  sons,  William 
H.  and  Alonzo,  did  valiant  service  in  the  late 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  William  II.  enlisted 
for  a period  of  three  months  as  a member  of 
the  Twenty-first  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, and  later  served  until  the  end  of  the 
war  in  the  cavalry;  Alonzo  served  three  months 
in  the  Twenty-first  regiment. 

Levi  Crawford,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  was  reared  in  Putnam  county,  re- 
ceiving his  preliminary  educational  training  in 
the  primitive  log  school-house  in  his  native 
township,  and  supplementing  this  instruction 
by  attending  school  in  Kalida  for  one  term. 
November  19,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Susan  Strain,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Sarah 
(Ewing)  Strain,  and  to  this  union  five  children 
were  born:  Mrs.  Erna  Jones,  born  August  16, 
1869,  died  May  16,  1891  ; Nancy  A.  is  the  wife  1 
of  T.  C.  Hicks,  of  Kalida;  one  daughter  died 
in  infancy.  Rosa  Clyde  is  the  wife  of  L.  Kline, 
a prominent  merchant  of  Kalida,  and  Harr)'  E. 


remains  at  home  and  is  attending  school.  Mrs. 
Crawford  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  May  28, 
1844,  was  educated  in  the  public  school,  and 
in  her  youth  identified  herself  with  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1798,  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  occurred  his  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  Ewing.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  his  political 
views  originally  supported  the  democratic 
party,  but  later  became  an  ardent  republican; 
he  died  on  the  2d  of  March,  1888;  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Ewing, 
was  born  in  Scotland  in  1799.  came  with  her 
parents  to  Pennsylvania  in  her  vouth,  and  was 
there  reared  to  maturity,  being  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  She  bccam''  the 
mother  of  the  following  children,  viz:  Marga- 

ret, widow  of  Thomas  Todd,  resides  in  Leipsic; 
Amanda,  wife  of  J.  Bennett,  a farmer  of  Tay- 
lor county,  Iowa;  Julia,  wife  of  B.  S.  Ramsey, 
a carpenter  of  Leipsic,  Ohio;  Susan,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Lemuel,  farmer  of  1 aylor  county, 
Iowa.  The  mother  died  May  13,  1867. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  in 
Kalida,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  being 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1874  lie  removed  to 
Henry  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  in  the  village  of  Deshler.  There 
he  remained  two  years,  disposing  of  his  inter- 
ests in  1876,  and  returning  to  his  farm  in  Put- 
nam county,  where  he  continued  to  abide  for 
four  years.  In  1880  he  disposed  of  his  farm, 
and  bought  the  old  parental  homestead,  where 
the  family  continued  to  remain  until  1890,  in 
which  year  Mr.  Crawford  disposed  of  this 
place  and  removed  to  Kalida,  where  he  since 
has  been  retired  from  active  business.  Mr. 
Crawford  is  a stanch  supporter  of  republican 
1 principles,  is  a man  of  genial  disposition  and 
utmost  integrity,  is  liberal  and  public  spirited, 
and  enjoys  a distinctive  populaiity  in  tin  com- 
munity. Mrs.  Crawford  is  a member  of  the 
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Presbyterian  church.  Their  granddaughter, 
Bertha  Mabel  Jones,  born  February  io,  1891, 
sheds  brightness  in  the  family  circle. 


AMES  W.  CRITTEN,  one  of  the  well- 
known  farmers  of  Pleasant  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  one  of  the 
three  trustees  of  said  township,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  on  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1849.  He  is  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Lake)  Critten,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and  were  pio- 
neers of  Putnam  county.  When  Daniel  Crit- 
ten and  his  wife  came  to  Pleasant  township, 
there  was  but  one  house  in  Columbus  Grove, 
that  being  a log  house,  in  which  Capt. 

1 'ritc  h ie  kept  hotel.  Daniel  Critten  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  the  same  being  the  farm 
of  our  subject,  which  is  in  section  No.  20,  one 
and  a quarter  miles  northwest  from  Columbus 
Grove.  When  he  purchased  the  land  it  was 
all  covered  with  timber,  and  lie  began  to  clear 
it,  but  by  mistake  got  off  his  land,  and  before 
lie  found  it  out  had  cleared  five  acres  of  an 
adjoining  tract  and  built  his  log  house  on  it. 
The  country  was  all  timber  then,  and  was  full 
of  game.  Wolves  also  were  plenty,  and  Mr. 
Critten  had  to  pen  his  "slice])  up  under  his 
house,  at  night,  to  keep  them  from  being 
killed.  He  lived  on  Ins  farm  until  1879,  when 
he  moved  to  Columbus  Grove,  where  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  July,  1889, 
in  his  eighty-first  year,  a member  of  the 
Christian  church.  His  widow  lives  in  Colum- 
bus Grove,  she  now  being  in  her  eighty-fifth 
year,  and  also  a member  of  the  Christian 
church.  To  these  parents  eight  children  were 
born,  as  follows:  Ashford,  now  a citizen  of 
Pulaski  county,  Ind.  ; Eliza,  deceased  wife  of 
W illiam  Bogart;  Isaac,  deceased,  leaving  a 
widow ; Ebzabeth,  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
I ate,  of  Columbus  Grove;  Daniel,  now  a citi- 


zen of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Mary,  died  in  infancy; 
Dorcas,  now  the  wife  of  Louis  Bushong,  of 
Columbus  Grove;  and  James  W.,  our  subject. 

Janies  W.  Critten  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools.  He 
remained  on  the  farm  until  about  1870,  when 
he  came  to  Columbus  Grove  and  for  nine  years 
was  in  a planing  mill,  part  of  the  time  having 
an  interest  in  the  same.  I11  1879  he  returned 
to  the  home  farm,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
He  was  married  on  April  18,  1865,  to  Alwilda 
Petit,  who  was  born  in  Coshocton  county, 
Ohio,  on  August  16,  1851.  Her  parents  are 
John  and  Jane  (Severus)  Pettit,  the  former 
whom  was  born  in  Beaver  county,  Pa  April 
10,  1829,  and  the  latter  in  Coshocton  county, 
Ohio,  on  June  8,  1832.  They  were  married 
on  April  24,  1849,  und  came  to  Coiumbus 

Grove  in  1854,  where  they  now  reside.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Critten  the  following  1 uldren 
have  been  born:  Alma  Irene,  born  |une  4, 
1871,  and  married  to  Samuel  Barnt,  w io  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Dclila  (St alter)  Barnt ; Leo  1 .miora, 
born  November  17,  1874,  now  wife  ol  J.  E. 
Stemen;  Lillie  M,,  born  December  9.  1876. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Critten  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church.  All  his  life  M.  Crit 
ten  has  been  a democrat,  and  he  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  his  township.  In  the 
spring  of  189011c  was  elected  trustee  of  Pleas- 
ant township  for  three  years,  and  was  re- 
elected, his  second  turn  being  for  the  same 
length  of  time. 


I'EPHEN  CROW,  a native  of  Colum- 
biana count),  Ohio,  was  born  March 
18,  1826,  and  in  1835  was  brought 
to  Putnam  county  by  hispau  nts,  of 
whom  mention  will  be  made  m lull  in  a para- 
graph below.  In  this  then  wilderness  when 
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there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, or,  indeed,  in  the  county,  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  aiding  in  developing 
the  land  his  father  had  purchased  in  the  wild- 
wood,  and  converting  it  into  a fertile  farm. 
He  also  assisted  in  other  ways  in  fitting  the 
country  for  the  abode  of  civilized  beings,  the 
forest  at  that  time  swarming  with  wild  game 
and  filled  with  all  prevailing  malaria,  but  des- 
titute of  roads  or  anything  else  that  might  add 
to  the  comfort  or  use  of  man.  Ottawa  at  that 
time  consisted  of  two  dwellings,  a small  hotel 
and  a still  smaller  store;  the  nearest  mill  was 
_at  Findlay,  thirty  miles  distant,  and  to  get  to 
market  what  little  surplus  wheat  the  few  set- 
tlers raised,  they  built  small  flat-boats,  which 
they  floated  down  the  Blanchard,  and  Auglaize 
rivers  to  Fort  Defiance,  where  it  was  exchanged 
for  salt,  groceries  and  other  necessaries. 

Stephen  Crow  is  the  seventh  of  ten  chidren 
born  to  James  and  Elizabeth  (Moreland)  Crow. 
The  father,  James  Crow,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  in  Virginia. 
Both  were  brought  when  young  to  Ohio  by 
their  parents,  who  settled  in  Columbiana 
county  at  different  periods,  and  there  James 
and  Elizabeth  grew  to  maturity  and  were  mar- 
ried. James  Crow,  the  father,  was  reared  to 
blacksi.uthing  and  farming,  took  great  interest 
in  public  affairs,  for  several  terms  was  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  also  filled  many  minor 
township  offices.  Both  he  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  in  the  faith 
of  which  the  father  died,  in  Greensburg,  Ohio, 
about  the  year  18C5,  his  wife  dying  about  the 
year  1875,  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  these 
parents,  seven  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows: 
Nancy,  married  to  John  Neill,  but  both  now 
deceased;  Abraham,  who  died  in  Putnam 
county,  leaving  four  children ; Jason,  a farmer 
of  Williams  count)  ; W.  R.,  who  at  his  di  ath 
left  behind  him  five  children:  Lydia,  who  was 
married  t , 11.  Browei  and  died  the  mother  <>f 


eight  children;  Stephen,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Bow- 
man, and  the  mother  of  seven  children. 

Stephen  Crow,  our  subject,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  had  full  charge  of  the  home  farm 
in  the  interest  of  all  concerned  until  he  became 
sole  heir  thereof.  I11  1875  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm,  and  to  this  tract  of  160  acres  he  has 
added  until  he  now  owns  260  acres,  ol  which 
175  acres  are  nicely  cultivated.  Since  com- 
ing to  Riley  township,  he  has  sold  the  old 
homestead  and  now  devotes  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  homestead 
and  adjacent  farms.  The  marriage  of  Stephen 
Crow  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1848  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Fritz,  who  wras  born  July  16,  1827, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Fannie  '(Shelby  Fritz, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  in  1835.  John  Fritz,  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Crow,  was  both  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter, and  in  the  latter  capacity  for  a long  time 
was  the  coffin-maker  for  the  neighboi  hood. 
Being  very  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  his  wife 
and  a number  of  his  elder  children,  he  passed 
the  declining  years  of  his  life  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  dying  about  the  year  1875  a de- 
voted member  of  the  Mennomte  church.  The 
children  born  to  the  happy  union  of  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  Crow  were  eight  in  number  and 
are  named  as  follows:  Marv  M.,  wife  of 

Louis  Towslay,  a farmer  of  Putnam  county  ; 
William  J.,  with  his  parents;  Janies  M.  mar- 
ried Mary  Agner,  by  whom  he  has  one  child; 
Isaac  S.,  farmer,  married  Lula  Brainier,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child;  Fannie,  wife  of  War- 
ren Dice,  farmer;  Elias,  also  a farmer,  who 
married  Rennie  Climer  and  has  two  children; 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  Agner,  and  Thomas  S., 
at  home,  Who  married  Elva  Srheib,  bv  whom 
he  has  three  children.  Mr.  ( row  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  church  and  in 
politics  he  is  a populist.  lb  's  greatly  res- 
pected as  a citizen  and  his  sn  1 Dug  int*  mity  as 
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an  individual  has  won  him  the  friendship,  true 
ami  deep,  of  all  who  have  become  acquainted 
with  him. 


OSEPH  T.  CROW,  one  of  the  young 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Palmer 
township,  Putnam  count)’,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Greensburg  township,  same 
count)',  January  21,  1851  He  has  been  an 
agriculturist  all  his  life,  and  has  met  with  the 
success  that  naturally  attends  industry  and 
careful  management.  He  is  a son  of  Miles 
and  Lena  (Schmidt)  Grow,  a short  biograph- 
ical sketch  of  both  of  whom  is  here  introduced. 

Miles  Crow  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah 
(Thompson)  Crow,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
son  of  Abraham  Crow,  who  was  of  English 
extraction  and  a native  of  Washington  count)', 
Pa.  The  Crow  family  were  brilliant  lights  in 
the  old  Covenanter  church  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  earlier  days,  and  many  of  the  same  family 
are  still  prominent  people  in  Washington  and 
Butler  counties,  Pa.  Abraham  Crow  removed 
to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day, 
and  there  he  reared  the  following  children: 
Thomas,  William,  Abraham,  Jesse,  James, 
John,  Amy,  Pattie,  and  Rachel. 

Abraham  Crow,  the  third  son  of  Abraham 
Crow,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pa., 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio.  Though  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania yet  he  lived  at  different  times  in  both 
Washington  county,  that  state,  and  in  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  to  which  the  family  had 
moved,  until  1834,  when  he  removed  to  Put- 
11  mi  county.  Ohio,  and  there  entered  160  acres 
of  land  in  section  No.  12,  Greensburg 
township.  Later  he  purchased  1^5  acres  in 
section  No.  y,  and  these  two  pieces  of  land  he 
< leared  sufficiently  to  convert  into  a good  farm, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  rear- 
ing a family  of  the  following  children'  John, 


Rachel  (now  Mrs.  William  Ayers),  Eliza 
(Mrs.  Alfred  Thompson),  Milton,  Matilda, 
Mahala  (Mrs.  David  Baird),  Joseph  T.,  Syl- 
vanus,  Miles,  Minerva  (Mrs.  Jackson  Brower), 
Addison  and  Reason  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  a descendant  of  the  Thompson 
family  of  Loudoun  county,  Ya  , and  families 
of  the  same  descent  are  leading  ones  of  wes- 
tern Pennsylvania  at  the  present  day. 

Miles  Grow,  the  ninth  child  of  the  above 
family,  and  father  of  subject,  was  born  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  August  21,  825. 

In  early  life  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an 
ashen',  but  otherwise  he  has  during  his  ntire 
life  been  a farmer.  He  is  a republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  is  an  honored  member  of  tin  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  resided  for  so  many 
years,  and  at  the  present  time  and  foi  years 
past  he  is  and  has  been  a shining  light  in  the 
Christian  or  Disciples’  church  He  married 
Miss  Lena  Schmidt,  who  was  born  in  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  April  10,  1829,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter ol  John  and  Barbara  (Buzzard)  Schmidt. 
To  this  marriage  there  were  born  four  children, 
as  follows:  Joseph  T.,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Mary  M.;  Sarah  B.  and  John  P.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her 
final  home  in  July,  1863,  leaving,  to  mourn 
their  loss,  her  husband  and  the  four  cln1  Iren, 
who  were  still  too  young  to  be  left  without  a 
mother’s  guidance  and  tender  care. 

Joseph  F.  Crow  received  a good  common- 
school  education  and  an  excellent  training  as 
an  agriculturist.  On  Februan  22,  1878,  he 
was  married  to  Sophia  E.  Movers,  who  was 
born  in  Greensburg  township,  December  7, 
1854,  and  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  D and 
Elizabeth  (Shank)  Meyers,  who  came  from 
Maryland  in  1832,  settled  in  Greensburg  town- 
ship, and  stood  well  among  the  earliest  ol  the 
pioneers.  l o the  marriage  of  |oseph  T.  and 
Sophia  E.  Crow  then  have  been  bor  iglit 
children,  as  follows:  Ammon  Ada  B.,  Eliza- 
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beth,  Mary,  Harry,  Fannie,  Atley  and  Joseph. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Crow  settled  on 
his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  upon  this 
farm  he  has  made  most  of  the  improvements. 
The  soil  is  very  fertile  and  his  place  is  one  of 
the  most  attractive  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
productive  in  the  township.  Besides  his  farm 
Mr.  Crow  owns  a threshing  machine  and  saw- 
mill, and  in  every  respect  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  young  men  in  the  township.  All 
he  owns  he  has  made  by  his  own  efforts,  in- 
dustrious habits,  and  judicious  investment. 
In  evervthing  pertaining  to  the  promotion  of 
the  welfare  of  the  community  he  is  one  of  the 
most  public-spirited  young  men  in  his  county, 
and  in  local  politics  he  is  quite  prominent. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  and 
some  of  the  other  minor  local  offices  within 
his  party's  gift.  In  religious  matters  he  is  a 
mernbei  of  the  Disciples’  church,  and  is  active 
in  church  work.  He  is  a deacon  of  his  church 
and  for  six  years  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school . In  his  wife  lie  has  a 
most  helpful  and  admirable  partner,  she  never 
failing  to  aid  him  in  his  work  and  to  do  all 
possible  to  further  his  interests;  and  the  result 
is  as  it  should  be,  that  they  two  now  enjoy  a 
comfortable  competence,  well,  though  ardu- 
ously, earned.  Both  possess  to  an  unusual 
degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community  in  which  they  live. 


OSEPH  DARLING,  of  Riley  township, 
Putnam  county,  is  a native  of  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  July  9,  1818. 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  parents  were  Jonathan  P.  and  Catherine 
(Butter)  Darling,  natives  of  Virginia.  Jona- 
than P.  Darling  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  the  close  of  that  struggle 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Richland  county, 
where  he  followed  his  vocation  of  farming  un- 


til his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  and  the  lather  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Robert,  deceased;  Joseph,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Rebecca,  who  died  unmarried; 
Squire,  a resident  of  Putnam  county;  Abigail, 
who  died  single;  Vincent,  who  died,  leaving  a 
family  of  seven  children;  Sophia;  Aditha,  who 
was  married  to  Matthew  Alexander,  became 
the  mother  of  a family  and  died  in  Indiana; 
John  P. , residing  on  the  old  homestead. 

Joseph  Darling,  our  subject,  was  an  able 
assistant  to  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until 
1843,  when  he  settled  in  Hancock,  Ohio,  where 
lie  resided  until  1844.  He  then  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  in  section  No.  4,  Rile)’  township, 
county  of  Putnam,  Ohio,  upon  which  lie  has 
since  resided  and  which  he  has  brought  to 
its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.  IPs  mar- 
riage occurred  in  1840  to  Miss  Sophia  Groff,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Groff,  who  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent,  a farmer, 
and  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  who 
were  born  in  the  following  order:  Elias,  Pola- 
tus,  Eli,  Julia  A.,  Sophia  (wife  of  Mr.  Darling), 
David,  Emeline,  Christina,  Fiatta,  Caroline 
and  James.  To  the  union  of  Joseph  and 
Sophia  Darling  have  been  born  seven  children, 
viz:  Elias,  who  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 

Chickamauga,  was  “ taken-  bv  the  insolent  foe  ” 
and  incarcerated  in  Libby  prison,  where  he 
died  witli  the  small-pox;  Abigail,  the  second 
child,  is  the  widow  of  Volney  O Gaustrander, 
who  was  a chemist  by  profession,  served 
through  the  late  war,  and  aftei  marriage  car- 
ried on  farming  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  January  25,  1885,  leaving  to  the  care  of 
his  widow  three  children;  the  third  child  born 
to  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Catherine  E., 
and  died  young;  the  fourth,  Sophia  A , was 
also  taken  away  in  childhood;  Jonathan,  the 
fifth  child,  is  now'  in  the  hardw.ee  business  at 
Gilboa,  Ohio;  the  ^-ixth  and  * venth,  Jose  ph 
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and  Sarah  A.,  died  young.  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  called  to  rest  March  28,  1880, 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant church,  of  which  denomination  her  hus- 
band is  still  a member. 

Volney  O.  Gaustrander,  the  deceased  hus- 
band of  Abigail  Darling,  was  born  in  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  in  [844.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  he  lost  his  father,  and  was  reared  by  his 
step-father,  a Mr.  Weaver,  and  by  him  was 
brought  to  Putnam  county,  his  mother  accom- 
panying him.  Volney  O.,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  educated  as  a chemist.  His  term  of  serv- 
ice in  the  army  was  three  years;  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
after  which  he  followed  agriculture  fourteen 
years,  and  at  his  death  left  his  family  well  pro- 
vided for.  His  children  were  named  Zoe,  who 
is  now  a school-teacher,  |oe  and  Matthew  O., 
the  latter  two  being  at  home  with  their 
mother,  with  whom,  also,  our  subject  is  now 
making  his  home. 

In  politics  the  Darling  family  have  for  many 
years  been  adherents  of  the  democratic  party, 
with  which  our  subject  for  many  vears  also 
affiliated,  but  of  late  he  has  sympathized  with 
the  prohibitionists.  lie  has  served  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  township  appraiser,  also  as  town- 
ship trustee,  and  has  likewise  filled  a number 
of  minor  positions.  He  is  steward  of  his 
church  society,  and  has  always  been  regarded 
as  a pillar  of  that  organization.  He  is  much 
respected  as  an  experienced  agriculturist,  on 
whose  advice  reliance  can  at  all  times  be  im- 
plicitly placed,  and  he  is  honored  for  his  in- 
tegrity and  unswerving  morality. 


LARK  DARLING. — In  the  subject  at 
hand  we  have  one  of  Ohio’s  honored 
pioneers  and  a man  whose  father  and 
grandfather  before  him  were  among 
the  earliest  and  best  known  settlers  of  this 


section  of  the  state.  The  name  of  Darling  is 
a familiar  one  in  the  counties  of  Richland  and 
Putnam,  where  four  generations  of  the  family 
have  lived,  and  in  the  latter  county  our  sub- 
ject is  a successful  and  representative  farmer 
of  Monroe  township,  where  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  life  has  been  passed. 

Jonathan  Darling,  our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a pioneer  of  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  and  a man  prominent  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  state.  He  formerly  lived  ir  Penn- 
sylvania, and  after  his  marriage  in  that  state, 
came  to  Ohio  to  seek  his  fortune  and  to  make 
a home  for  himself  and  his  family.  He  had 
been  a participant  in  the  war  of  1812,  where 
he  distinguished  himself,  and  in  after  years  he 
was  a democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian  type. 
When  he  first  settled  in  Richland  county  that 
section  was  almost  a stranger  to  the  presence 
of  white  men,  and  the  forests  were  filled  with 
Indians  and  wild  animals.  1 here  Jonathan 
Darling  labored  assiduously,  and  with  success, 
to  attain  a competency.  He  started  without 
financial  aid,  but  a man  of  his  energy  and 
capacity  could  not  fail  to  amass  property,  and 
he  became  a prominent  farmer,  owning  over 
300  acres  of  land.  At  the  same  time  lie  be- 
came a leading  man  in  the  county,  his  influ- 
ence being  widely  felt. 

Vincent  Darling,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  July  9,  1820. 
He  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and 
throughout  life  lie  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  received  a good  practical  education 
and  upon  attaining  manhood  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Catlitt,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia,  October  20,  1822.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Hanson  and  l'lizabeth  (Miller) 
Gatlitt,  who  came  from  Virginia  to  Richland 
county,  and  who  afterward  removed  to  a farm 
in  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  count),  where 
they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  days.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  M<  dualist 
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church  and  were  people  of  high  standing  in 
the  community.  Harrison  Catlitt  was  a Jack- 
sonian  democrat  in  politics  and  a man  of  influ- 
ence. Vincent  and  Margaret  Darling  were 
married  in  Richland  county,  where  they  lived 
for  two  years.  In  1848  they  came  to  Putnam 
county  and  located  in  Pleasant  township, 
where  they  purchased  a tract  of  wooded  land 
and  proceeded  to  make  a home  there.  They 
endured  all  of  the  privations  incident  to  pio- 
neer life,  and  made  for  themselves  a com- 
petence, developing  the  tract  of  land  into  a 
fine  farm  of  2 42  acres.  In  politics  Vincent 
Darling  was  a Jacksonian  democrat,  and  in 
the- -early  days  of  the  county  he  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  public-spirited  citizens. 
His  death  occurred  February  6,  1883,  while 
the  mother  is  still  living  at  North  Creek. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  this  estimable 
couple,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  their 
names  in  order  of  birth  being  as  follows: 
Clark,  Editha,  Caroline,  Sophia,  Columbus, 
Louisa,  Hiram  and  Harriet. 

Clark  Darling,  our  subject,  and  the  eldest 
of  the  family  of  children,  was  born  in  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  August  9,  1847.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  home  farm,  and  has  followed 
the  vocation  of  farming  through  life.  With 
the  exception  of  a short  time  spent  in  Kos- 
ciusko county,  Inch,  he  has  always  lived  in 
Richland  and  Putnam  counties,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  widely  known.  In  1874  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Marshall,  who  was  a 
native  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  being  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Cleland)  Marshall.  Mrs. 
Clark-  Darling  was  a lady  of  lovely  character 
and  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  from  her  youth.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Elmer  E.,  Minnie  M.,  Flora 
B.  and  Wesley  M.,  the  last  named  being 
now  deceased.  I he  mother  died  June  it,  1886. 
Oui  subject  was  later  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katie  Pettit,  who  was  born  in  Riley  town- 


ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  November  7,  1863. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah 
(Soverns)  Pettit,  and  a sister  of  Mrs.  William 
R.  Summerland,  concerning  whom  individual 
mention  is  made  in  connection  with  the  sketch 
of  her  husband,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this 
volume..  Moses  and  Sarah  Pettit  came  to 
Putnam  county  in  1862,  and  gained  recogni- 
tion as  people  of  intelligence  and  honor,  occu- 
pying a position  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Darling  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Hugh  E.  In  1883  Clark 
Darling  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  cleared  and  transformed  from 
dense  woods  into  a fertile  and  productive  tract, 
equipped  with  good  buildings  and  with  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  successful  carrying  on 
of  agriculture.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
democrat,  although  in  no  sense  an  active  par- 
tisan, and  is  a man  who  retains  the  regard  of 
a wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


BRANCIS  M.  CURRY,  an  industrious 
and  thriving  farmer  of  Union  to-,  u- 
ship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Davis  county.  Iowa,  December  5, 
1843,  a son  of  James  and  Diana  (Titus)  Curry. 
The  father  of  Francis  M.,  James  Curry,  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  March  30,  1809,  and 
was  a son  of  William  Curry,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  only  child  was  James, 
father  of  subject.  William  Curry  was  acci- 
dentally drowned,  and  his  widow  married  lor 
her  second  husband  Josiah  Twambley,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  two  children,  David,  of 
Delaware  counry,  Ohio,  and  George  of  Chi- 
cago— Mr.  Twambley  having  been  a soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812. 

James  Curry,  father  of  Francis  M.,  m 
1821  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  grandparents, 
who  settled  in  Knox  county,  where  lie  recce  ed 
a limited  education  and  was  reared  to  farm- 
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ing.  He  there  married,'  January  13,  1831, 

Miss  Diana  Titus,  who  was  born  in  Coschoc- 
ton  county,  Ohio,  December  12,  1811,  and 
still  survives,  a daughter  of  George  and  Mar- 
garet (Sheets)  Titus.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  ten  children,  in  the  following  order;  John 
C.,  Josiah  T.  and  Sarah  C.,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Mrs.  Margaret  Best,  of  Columbus 
Grove;  Mary  K.,  wife  of  Fred  Frucher,  of 
Pleasant  township ; Francis  M.,  our  subject; 
Maria,  wife  of  George  Southworth,  of  Colum- 
bus Grove;  Cordelia,  married  to  C.  Frucher, 
of  Allen  county;  James,  farmer  of  California, 
and  FI  Da  ).,  wife  of  H.  White,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Curry  continued  to  farm  in  Knox 
county  until  1840;  when  he  went  to  Iowa, 
where  he  was  employed  in  farming  and  shoe- 
'making.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  about  1846,  when  he  returned 
to  Ohio  and  farmed  in  Delaware  countv  until 
1831,  and  then  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
entered  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  on  which  he  erected  a comfortable  dwell- 
ing, where  he  still  lives,  in  Union  township,  on 
the  same  place  with  his  son,  Francis  M.,  our 
subject.  He  is  a republican  in  politics,  was 
a constable  in  Iowa,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
school  trustee  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  a Methodist  but  later 
in  life  became  a member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church. 

Francis  M.  Curry  was  reared  to  farming  in 
Delaware  and  Putnam  counties.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  he  responded  to  his  country’s  call 
for  defenders  of  her  flag,  and  volunteered  in 
company  F,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  infantry, 
under  Col.  Rice,  and  served  three  years  and 
eight  months,  taking  part  in  thirty-three  hard- 
fought  battles,  among  the  chief  of  which  were 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Atlanta 
campaign,  Lovejoy  Station,  the  march  to  the 
sea,  Bentonville,  Raleigh  and  all  the  engage- 
ments in  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, 


and  also  participated  in  the  grand  review  with 
his  regiment  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  receiving 
an  honorable  discharge  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
August  14,  1865.  October  31,  1866,  Mr. 
Curry  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

Amanda  Hull,  born  in  Putnam  county,  Janu- 
ary 28,  1843,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 

daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Martha  (Todd)  Hull. 
There  have  been  seven  children  born  to  this 
happy  union,  as  follows;  Thomas  W.,  of  Cali- 
fornia; Francis  H.,  tile  manufacturer  of  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio;  Ida  M , wife  of  H.  Frost, 
of  Paulding  county ; Edith  I).  and  Henry  L., 
at  home,  and  two  infants  deceased.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Curry  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  but  in  1885  his  dwelling  and  cont<  ’its 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  same  year  he 
erected  the  fine  residence  he  now  occupies. 
He  is  a skillful  and  progressive  farmer  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  a republican  in  politics 
and  a member  of  Ogilvie  post,  No.  64,  G.  A. 
R.,  while  his  social  standing  is  all  that  any 
one  could  desire. 


ORRIS  A.  DARBYSHIRE,  M.  I)., 
one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Ottawa,  is  a native  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  born  May 
1 g,  1863.  His  father,  |esse  Darbyshire,  was 
born  December  5,  1817.  in  Fayette  county, 

Pa.,  and  when  a lad  of  thirteen,  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Guernsev  county,  Ohio,  th  nice, 
later,  to  Clinton  countv,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1845.  In  that  year  he  can  to 
Putnam  county,  purchasing  a tract  of  100 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Sugar  Creek  township, 
from  which,  in  due  time,  he  developed  the 
farm  where  his  remaining  years  were  passed. 
He  added  to  his  original  purchase  at  intervals, 
until  he  accumulated  a tract  of  200  acres  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  brought  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  undei  his  skillful  manage- 
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rnent,  and  he  became  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists and  stock  raisers  of  the  county. 
May  22,  1844,  Jesse  Darbyshire  and  Lydia 
Pierce  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  and 
of  their  marriage  were  born  children  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Mary 
M.,  born  May  5,  1845,  married  Jacob  Deffen- 
baugh,  and  resides  in  the  township  of  Sugar 
Creek;  James  M.,  a resident  of  Continental, 
Putnam  county;  John  W.,  May  13,  1850,  a 
farmer  of  Sugar  Creek  township;  Benjamin 
M.,  November  23,  1852,  also  a resident  of 
Sugar  Creek  township;  David  D.,  March  20, 
1855,  minister  of  the  Disciples’  church,  sta- 
tioned at  Bluffton,  Ind. ; Harvey  N.,  August 
20,  1837,  died  August  25,  i860;  Samuel  J. 
and  Eliza  J.,  twins,  born  September  28,  i860 
— the  former  a physician  and  surgeon,  of 
Warren,  Ind.,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Albert  C. 
Wood,  of  Rimer,  Ohio;  and  Morris  A.,  our 
subject.  The  father  was  for  many  years  an 
active  member  of  the  Christian  church,  in 
which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon.  He  was  a 
true  type  of  a Christian  gentleman,  and  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  14th  day  of  August, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs. 
Darbyshire  was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
December  2,  1825,  and  is  still  living. 

Dr.  Morris  A.  Darbyshire  spent  his  youth- 
ful years  upon  the  home  farm  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  attending,  in  the  meantime,  the 
common  schools  until  his  eighteenth  year, 
when  he  began  teaching,  which  he  followed, 
during  the  winter  seasons,  for  some  time,  earn- 
ing, thereby,  means  to  prosecute  his  studies  in 
the  National  Normal  university  at  Lebanon,  1 
Ohio.  He  also  attended  the  Ohio  Normal 
university  at  Ada,  from  which  institution  he 
received  the  degrei  of  B.  S.,  and  afterward 
that  oi  M.  S.  In  1887  he  began  the  study  of  I 
medicine  with  his  brother,  Samuel  J.  Darby- 
shire, at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  subsequently 
attended  the  Starling  Medical  college  at 


Columbus,  Ohio,  from  which  place  he  was 
graduated  March  6,  1890,  receiving  honorable 
mention  for  efficiency  in  a class  of  thirty-nine 
students.  He  prepared  for  the  general  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  located  first  in  the 
town  of  Gilhoa,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  1894,  in  December  of  which  year  he 
sought  a wider  field,  and  came  to  Ottawa, 
where  he  has  since  resided. 

The  doctor  was  married  February  1,  1893, 
to  Miss  Mary  M.  Matthias,  daughter  of  Dr.  A. 
C.  and  Eleanor  (Harris)  Matthias,  of  Gilboa. 
Mrs.  Darbyshire  was  born  November  12,  1871, 
and  is  a lady  of  many  excellent  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart.  The  doctor  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  united  with  the  Gilboa 
lodge,  No.  459,  m February,  1894. 


ICHAEL  C.  DAUB,  an  honored 
resident  of  Rice,  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  (Ohio,  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Daub  & 
Lewis,  who  for  the  past  five  years  have  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  high-grade  tile  at  this  point.  Michael 
Daub,  father  of  M.  C.  and  H.  M.  Daub  (post- 
master at  Rice),  was  a native  of  Germany, 
where  he  was  born  November  1,1813  In  his 
youth  he  became  proficient  in  a trade  which  is 
now  gone  into  decadence,  learning  to  manu- 
facture wrought-iron  nails,  the  whole  process 
being  accomplished  by  hand.  He  worked  at 
this  trade  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  having 
in  the  meanwhile  acquired  1 good  German 
education.  At  the  age  noted  he  came,  in 
company  with  an  uncle,  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  when 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Catherine  Harmon.  Their  chil- 
dren in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Lydia, 

wife  of  James  Whitmer;  Amos,  who  died  in 
infancy;  David;  Rebecca,  wile  of  | nines  A. 
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Bruner;  Catherine,  wife  of  James  A.  Mills; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Andrew  Rockey;  Henry  M.  and 
Michael  C.  The  parents  retained  their  resi- 
lience in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  for  many 
years  and  there  all  their  children  were  born, 
the  father  having  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
quarrying.  In  1866  he  came  to  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to  Seneca 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1885,  when 
he  came  to  Putnam  county.  The  mother's 
death  occurred  in  1880,  she  having  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church. 

Michael  C.  Daub  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  December  5,  1857,  passing  his 
youth  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  receiv- 
ing a common  English  education.  In  the  year 
1880  he  came  to  Monroe  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  this  section.  For  a time 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  later  purchased 
forty  acres  of  wooded  land,  and  gave  his  at- 
tention to  its  reclamation.  He  finally  bought 
a farm  of  eight)’  acres  and  devoted  himself  to 
its  cultivation  for  five  years.  In  1890  he  be- 
came identified  with  Ins  present  line  of  busi- 
ness, the  firm  having  a well  equipped  plant, 
from  which  is  turned  out  tile  of  the  most 
superior  order — a fact  which  has  secured  to 
them  a good  patronage,  which  is  constantly 
increasing  in  extent.  Mr.  Daub  is  well  de- 
serving of  the  title  of  a self-made  man,  since 
lie  has  gained  his  present  prosperity  entirely 
through  his  own  efforts.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  republican.  In  1882  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Margaret  A.  Parrott,  who  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  April  1,  1862. 
The  children  of  this  union  are  Wallie  B., 
Alpha,  Arullie,  Leafy  M.,  and  Perry  \Y. 

Mrs.  Daub's  father,  J.  S.  P arrott,  is  one 
oi  the  substantial  and  honored  pioneer  citizens 
of  Monroe  township,  being  of  German  descent. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Parrott  emigrated 


from  the  fatherland  and  settled  in  Rocking- 
ham count)’,  Yu.,  where  he  owned  a large 
plantation,  distillery  and  a number  of  slaves. 
In  an  early  day  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Perry  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death.  He  was  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  a Presbyterian  in  his  religious  faith; 
he  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  saw  many  years  of  hard 
service.  Phillip  Parrott,  father  of  John  S., 
was  born  in  Rockingham  county,  Va.,  and 
there  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  360  acres  of  land,  and  conducted 
an  extensive  business  in  the  distilling  and 
merchant-milling  line.  He  took  up  arniiy-rrf” 
defense  of  the  Union  in  the  war  of  1812  He 
married  Barbara  Snider,  of  Rockingham  county, 
Va.,  and  their  children  in  order  of  birth  were 
as  follows:  Bronson  M.,  Susanna,  Jeremiah, 

Leanna,  John,  Mary  A.,  Samuel,  Barbara  E. 
and  John  S.  In  politics  the  father  was  a dem- 
ocrat, and  religiously  was’  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  while  his  wife  adher  d to 
the  Presbyterian  faith. 

John  S.  Parrott  was  born  in  Rocki  Ham 
county,  March  23,  1823,  and  in  that  county 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Angeline  Fifer,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  born  October  25, 
1821,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
A.  (Daugherty)  Fifer,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  June  28,  1803,  and  the  latter  July  3, 
1810.  Four  years  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parrott  removed  to  Fayette  county, 
Ohio,  and  thence  to  Illinois,  finally  returning 
to  Fayette  county,  where  the)  remained  until 
1865,  when  they  removed  to  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  locating  in  the  woods  and 
reclaiming  a farm  of  seventy-four  acres.  In 
politics  Mr.  Parrott  was  an  adherent  to  the 
faith  of  his  father,  and  has  served  his  town- 
ship as  trustee;  both  In  and  his  wife  have  long 
been  members  of  the  Christian  church  Mr. 
Parrott  inherited  a distinctive  loyalty  and  in 
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the  time  of  his  country’s  need  tendered  his 
services  in  her  defense,  enlisting  July  3,  1862, 
as  a member  of  companj'  C,  Ninetieth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  and  participating  in  active 
campaign  work  throughout  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama  and  Georgia — in  which  con- 
nection he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone 
River,  Shelbyville,  Nashville,  Chickamauga, 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parrott  are  in  order 
of  birth  as  follows:  William  H.,  Mary  J., 

Perry  F.,  Samuel  E.,  Elizabeth  E.,  Cynthia 
A.,  Cvrus  H.,  Margaret,  John  S.,  Harvey  and 
Rose  E. 


ICHOLAS  1).  DAVIS,  a prosperous 
and  enterprising  farmer  of  Van  Buren 
township,  Putnam  county,  was  born 
in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  October  5, 
1844,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  a son 
of  Alford  and  Nancy  (Houchins)  Davis,  the 
former  a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Alforcl  Davis  was  about  three  years  of 
age  when  he  first  came  to  Ohio  in  company 
with  his  parents,  and  first  located  in  Ross 
county,  thence  moved  to  Wvandot  county, 
and  finally  to  Hancock  count)’,  where  he  still 
lives,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  being  one  of 
its  most  prominent  and  extensive  farmers, 
although  lie  started  in  life  without  any  means 
whatever  Alford  Davis  was  first  married  to 
Nancy  Houchins,  to  which  union  were  born 
1 ight  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living, 
viz:  Laura,  wife  of  John  Vansicle,  a farmer  of 
Hancock  county;  Nicholas  1.).,  our  subject; 
Delilah,  married  to  Benjamin  Henline,  also  a 
farmer  of  Hancock  county;  William  L.  and 
Herman,  both  farmers  of  the  same  county  and 
unmarried.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
August  6.  i «57.  a consistent  member  of  tlm 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Mr.  Davis 


remained  single  until  1867,  when  he  married 
Mrs.  Amanda  Stows,  a widow  with  one  child 
and  a daughter  of  a Mr.  Findiav;  to  this  mar- 
riage have  been  born  two  children,  viz:  Nancy, 
wife  of  Frank  Robinson,  a farmer,  and  David 
H..  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr. 
Davis  is  not  a member  of  any  church,  but  is  a 
strictly  moral  man,  and  in  politics  is  a re- 
publican. 

Nicholas  D.  Davis,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
1868,  when  he  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Van- 
gilder,  w'ho  was  born  in  Stark  county.  Ohio, 
May  4,  1845,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Vangilder, 
proprietor  of  a woolen  mill,  but  who.  after 
two  or  three  changes  of  location  in  the  state, 
finally  settled  in  Lucas  countv.  Iowa,  where 
for  a time  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  then 
sold  his  land  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Russell,  in  the  same  county.  He  was 
there  overtaken  by  an  accident  in  1893,  being 
killed  by  the  cars,  and  dying  a membei  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  His  children,  by  two 
marriages,  were  Anna  E.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Williamson,  a resident  of  Chicago;  Isaac  N., 
a railroad  man,  living  in  Salt  Lake  City; 
James,  farming  in  Iowa,  and  Matthew,  of  the 
same  state.  The  union  of  Mi.  and  Mrs.  N. 
D.  Davis  has  been  blessed  with  four  children, 
one  of  whom,  however,  died  young,  the  sur- 
vivors being  Cora  L. , wife  ol  Bruce  Dukes,  a 
farmer  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio;  Orrin  l5., 
yet  single  and  a teacher  by  profession,  and 
Merle  (’.,  still  at  home. 

At  his  marriage,  in  1868,  Nicholas  D.  Davis 
bought  eighty-three  acres  in  Van  Buren  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  on  which  he  still  resides 
• — 153  additional  acres  of  tin*  same  tract  hav- 
ing recently  been  received  b\  our  subject  from 
his  father.  At  the  time  our  subject  made  his 
purchase  the  place  had  been  improved  with  a 
small  house,  and  forty  acres  had  been  cleared 
I of  timber.  The  place  is  located  five  miles 
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east  of  Leipsic,  and  five  miles  west  of  Mc- 
Comb,  Ohio,  and  is  now  all  cleared,  ditched 
and  tiled,  and  under  a thorough  state  of  culti- 
vation. It  is  improved  with  a large  two-story 
modern  frame  dwelling,  furnished  with  every 
convenience,  and  has  a substantial  barn  and 
other  proper  and  needful  out-buildings.  Mr. 
Davis  carries  on  general  farming,  and  also 
gives  some  attention  to  live  stock,  raising 
short-horn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and 
all  other  stock  necessary  for  home  use.  Mr. 
Davis  has  brought  his  farm  to  its  present 
state  of  perfection  entirely  through  his  own 
skill  and  excellent  management,  and  has  made 
it  the  boast  and  pride  of  the  township.  He 
has  reared  his  family  in  respectability  and  use- 
fulness, and  he  is  himself  noted  for  his  public  j 
spirit  and  generous-hearted  impulses — never 
neglecting  to  aid  freely  any  enterprise  designed 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  township  and 
county,  nor  to  assist  the  poor  and  needy  on 
all  suitable  occasions.  He  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  in 
politics  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  republican 
party. 


HLFRED  H.  DAY,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  business  men  of  Colum- 
bus Grove,  and  one  of  the  well 
known  men  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
is  a native  of  the  old  Bay  State,  having  been 
born  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alvin  and  Anna  M.  Day. 

Alfred  II . Day,  our  subject,  received  his 
schooling  in  the  common  country  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  left  home,  going  west  to  Rockport,  111., 
where  he  spent  two  years  working  in  a flour- 
mg-mill  and  clerking  in  a store.  In  1858  he 
came  to  Lima,  Ohio,  and  for  three  vears  was 
employed  in  the  warehouse  of  King  & Day. 
In  1861  Mr.  Day  came  to  Columbus  Grove, 


and  in  partnership  with  J.  \V.  King,  of  Xenia, 
Ohio,  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness. The  firm  of  King  & Day  continued 
three  years,  when  the  senior  member  withdrew, 
since  which  time  Mr.  Day  has  continued  gen- 
eral merchandising,  meeting  with  deserved 
success. 

Mr.  Day  was  united  in  marriage  on  Sep- 
tember 20,  1865,  at  her  native  place,  with 
Ada  L.,  daughter  ol  Rufus  M.  and  Lucy  A. 
Pease,  of  Monson,  Mass.  To  this  union  the 
following  children  have  been  born:  Rose  E., 

born  September  17,  1 866,  and  married  to  Dr. 
Frank  H.  Pugh,  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  but  formerly  of 
Toledo;  Kvle  M.,  born  September  7,  1 86p.>Iied 
February  14,  1870;  Homer  R.,  born  April  9, 
1873,  and  now  assocated  with  his  father  in 
business. 

Mr.  Day  has  been  a citizen  of  Columbus 
Grove  for  thirty-four  wars,  during  all  of  which 
time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  the  town,  and  lias  proved  h.mself 
an  exemplary  and  most  wortln  citizen.  His 
enterprise  and  progressive  ideas  have  kept  him 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  every  movement 
leading  to  the  building  up  and  improvement  of 
the  town  and  community  has  had  his  endorse- 
ment and  encouragement.  1 1 is  large  business 
interests  have  necessarily  caused  him  to  oc- 
cupy a place  in  the  front  rank  among  his  ft  1 - 
lew-citizens,  and  Ins  business  methods  and 
sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  have  won 
for  him  the  full  respect  and  confiden.  ••  of  all 
who  know  him.  Hi-'  has  been  an  active  and 
useful  life,  and  he  has  made  his  impress  n|  m his 
community.  Beginning  life  at  the  bottom  as 
a boy  without  means,  Mr.  Day  has  woi  ked  his 
way  to  his  present  position  of  affluence  un- 
aided, relying  upon  his  own  energy,  mdustry 
and  perseverance,  lie  has  been  uniformly 
successful  in  his  business  ventures,  and  his 
j adopted  town  has  bet  n benefited  by  Ins  pros- 
perity in  the  way  ol  a. -me  of  its  most  substan- 
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tial  buildings,  as  he  has  done  as  much  in  the 
way  of  building  up  the  town  as  any  other  one 
citizen.  He  erected  what  is  known  as  the  Day 
block,  located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Syc- 
amore streets,  which  is  a large  two-story  brick 
structure,  the  largest  probably  in  town,  con- 
taining a number  of  store-rooms  and  offices, 
and  also  a first-class  opera  house.  He  also 
owns  the  New  Grove  House  hotel  property  on 
Sycamore  street  and  one  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  the  town,  also  located  on  Sycamore 
street.  When  Columbus  Grove  was  first  in- 
corporated Mr.  Day  was  chosen  its  first  treas- 
urer, a position  he  held  for  ten  years  or  more. 
He  has  also  served  as  a member  of  the  coun- 
cil and  on  the  school  board,  and  one  term  as 
treasurer  of  Pleasant  township.  In  religion 
Mr.  Day  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church;  as  a republican  in  politics,  he  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  second 
candidacy  for  president  of  the  United  States. 


IRAM  M.  DAY,  M.  1).,  a native  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
March  i 1 , 1854,  and  is  a son  of  Dr. 
Hiram  and  Harriet  (Pierce)  Day,  who 
were  respectively  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
m 1816,  and  in  Kent  county,  England,  July  4, 
1822. 

Dr.  Day’s  father.  Dr.  Hiram  Day,  by  his 
first  marriage,  had  born  to  him  six  children, 
named  as  follows:  Almira  R.,  married  to  A. 

G.  Anderson;  Mary  C.,  wife  of  Martin  T. 
Parke;  Lacy  A.,  wife  of  S.  P.  Krohn;  Hiram 
M.,  our  subject;  Edward,  M.;  and  William  O. 
To  his  second  marriage,  which  was  with  Mrs, 
Mary  Buslmng,  Hiram  Day  became  the  father 
of  one  daughter,  Electa,  who  is  the  wife  ol 
Thos.  Graftnn.  Dr.  Hiram  Day  came  to  Put- 
nam count'  when  he  was  a young  man  twenty- 
four  years  old  and  began  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Pendleton  (now  Pandora),  and  there 
7 


continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1890.  He  endured  the  hardships 
incident  to  the  life  of  a pioneer  physician  and 
was  an  honor  to  his  profession.  He  w'as  one 
of  the  first  three  doctors  to  practice  in  Putnam 
county. 

Dr.  Hiram  M.  Day  w'as  educated  in  the 
common  and  normal  schools,  clerked  for  a 
short  season,  and  then  commenced  reading 
medicine  wuth  his  father,  thus  preparing  him- 
self for  a proper  course  of  scientific  study. 
Mr.  Day  passed  the  years  of  1878,  1880  and 
1881  in  the  Western  Reserve  Medical  college 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  when  graduated  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Pan- 
dora. He  has  built  up  a most  excellent  and 
remunerative  practice,  and  was  in  a short  time 
enabled  to  lav  out  two  additions  to  the  village 
of  Pandora. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Hiram  M.  Day.  the 
subject  of  this  mention,  took  place  May  14, 
1885,  to  Miss  Jessie  A.  Ayres  born  October 
11,  1861,  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  and  Ann  A. 
(Myres)  Ayres.  Samuel  I).  Ayres  w is  a 
native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  came  to  Putnam 
county  with  his  parents  in  1852,  became  a 
merchant  of  Kalida  and  fullv  identified  with 
the  business  and  public  interests  of  the  county, 
and  died,  a prominent  and  well-known  citizen, 
in  the  year  1880,  aged  forty-six  years.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  as  lieuten- 
ant in  company  1,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry. 

The  children  born  to  Samuel  D.  Ayres  and 
wife  were  five  in  number,  and  were  named 
Samuel  N:;  Florence  M.,  wife  of  F.  A. 
Lorenz;  George  L. ; Lloyd  C.,  and  Jessie  A., 
wife  of  our  subject.  The  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Day  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaret  Hardin,  was  wedded  to  Samuel 
Myres,  and  was  the  first  white  woman  mar- 
ried in  Putnam  countv.  Her  husband,  Sam- 
uel Myres,  was  a pioneer  from  Baltimore  Md., 
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and  assisted  in  surveying  the  town  of  Ivalida, 
and  also  built  the  first  grist-mill  in  Putnam 
county.  The  children  born  to  Dr.  H.  M.  Day 
and  wife  are  as  follows:  Gertrude  Amelia, 

born  March  17,  1886;  and  Arthur  Hiram,  born 
February  1 , 1 890.  Fraternally  the  doctor  is  a 
Freemason  and  a Knight  of  Pythias.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a republican  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  but  has  never  sought  pub- 
lic. office.  As  a physician  he  stands  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  his  profession. 


ACOB  DEFFENBAUGH,  a highly  re- 
spected and  experienced  farmer  of 
Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam  county, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
August  2,  1833,  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
until  of  age,  and  then  learned  carpentering. 
In  1858  he  married  Susanna  Clevenger,  who 
died  in  July,  i860;  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  for  three 
months,  and  served  in  West  Virginia,  but  took 
part  in  no  battle.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  and  returned  home.  In  the  fall 
of  1864  he  married  Mary  M.  Darbershire, 
daughter  of  Jesse  Darbershire,  who  was  born 
m Pennsylvania  of  English  descent,  came  to 
Ohio,  when  young,  with  his  parents,  who  set- 
tled in  Medina  county.  Later  Mr.  Darber- 
shire moved  to  Clinton  county,  was  there  mar- 
ried, and  in  1845  came  to  Putnam  county, 
became  prominent  as  a farmer,  and  died 
August  14,  1894,  the  father  of  eight  children. 
His  widow  is  now  nearly  seventy  ) e ars  of  age 
and  still  clings  to  the  faith  of  her  husband 
that  of  the  Christian  '-11111011. 

John  1 )effenbaugh,  lather  of  our  subject, 
and  his  wife,  Annie  Parshall)  Deffenbaugh, 
were  both  natives  of  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  th<  \ were  married  about  1832,  lived 


two  years  thereafter  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
and  then  came  to  Putnam  county,  where  the 
father  entered  160  acres,  cleared  up  a farm 
and  continued  to  add  to  it  until  he  became 
quite  wealthy.  He  lost  his  wife  March  17, 
1875,  and  his  second  marriage  took  place  in 
May,  1879.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were 
born  nine  children;  to  the  second  union  there 
w-as  no  issue.  The  eight  were  named  Nancy, 
deceased  wife  of  George  L.  Evans;  Jacob,  our 
subject;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year;  Joseph,  Albert  G.,  Lewis,  Amanda  A., 
wife  of  John  A.  McKinley;  Emma  J.,  mar- 
ried to  S.  H.  Keirns,  and  John  H.  The  mar>. 
riage  of  Jacob  and  Mary  M.  Deffenbaugh  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz: 
Olive  M.,  married  to  B.  G.  Ford,  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1895,  leaving  four  children;  Lydia  is 
married  to  A.  M.  Heidlebaugh  school-teacher 
and  farmer;  Milton  S..  tile  manufacturer  and 
farmer,  and  Jessie  E.,  yet  at  home. 

Jacob  Deffenbaugh,  immediately  after  his 
second  marriage,  bought  the  160  acres  of  land 
on  which  he  still  lives,  but  which  was  then  all 
timber;  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  in  run- 
ning a saw-mill  for  four  years;  after  a time  he 
sold  eighty  acres  of  his  land,  retaining  eighty, 
of  which  sixty  are  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  w ith  substantial  buildings, 
orchards,  etc.  He  and  family  are  held  in  high 
repute  by  their  neighbors  and  fellow -citizens 
generally,  and  the  good  name  left  by  his 
father  and  which  has  been  fully  maintained  by 
our  subject,  is  also  a factor  in  the  great  re- 
spect in  which  the  latter  is  held.  John,  the 
father,  served  six  years  as  county  auditor, 
making  his  home  in  Ottawa,  but  died  on  his 
homestead  January  14  1886  Asa  democrat 

he  filled  many  offices  of  honor  and  profit, 
besides  that  of  audit.' >r,  among  others  that  of 
justice  lor  twent\ -seven  consecuthi  years, 
besides  serving  main  years  as  county  cominis 
sioner. 
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OSEPH  DEEFENBAUGH,  a substan- 
tial farmer  of  Union  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  here 
October  22,  1837,  a son  of  John  and 
Annie  (Parshall)  Deffenbaugh,  pioneers  of  Put- 
nam county,  who  settled  here  in  1835. 

John  Deffenbaugh,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  October  26, 
1806.  Jacob,  the  father  of  John,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  state,  of  German  par- 
entage, was  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  in 
religion,  a Presbyterian.  John  also  learned  to 
be  a blacksmith,  although  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  June  28,1829,  he  married  Annie  Par- 
shall, who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March 
22,  1 8 1 1 , a daughter  of  Elias  Parshall,  who 
was  a native  of  New  York — his  wife  of  Penn- 
sylvania. l'lie  latter  died  when  her  daughter 
Annie  was  a child.  Annie  was  reared  by  a 
step-mother,  was  married  in  Pennsylvan  a, 
and  died  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  March  17, 
1875,  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  To 
the  marriage  of  John  and  Annie  Deffenbaugh 
were  born  nine  children  in  the  following  order : 
Mrs.  Nancy  Evans,  deceased;  Jacob,  a farmer 
of  Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  William,  who  died  at  one  year  of  age; 
Joseph,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Albert  G., 
farmer;  Amanda,  wife  of  John  McKinley; 
Lewis  M.,  farmer;  Emily  J.,  wife  of  Samuel 
H.  Carnes — all  four  residents  of  Sugar  Creek 
township — and  John  H.,  of  Jennings  town- 
ship. After  marriage  John  Deffenbaugh  re- 
mained in  his  native  state  about  three  years, 
and  in  1833  came  to  Ohio  and  for  two  years 
ived  in  Fairfield  county;  in  1835  came  to  Put- 
nam county  and  entered  200  acres  of  land  in 
Sugar  Creek  township,  a part  of  which  Joseph 
our  subject,  still  owns.  Here  John  unloaded 
1 1 is  household  goods  in  a deep  svildwood  and 
sheltered  his  family  as  best  he  could  until  a 
primitive  log  cabin  was  built  with  its  proverb- 
ial puncheon  floor,  etc.,  for  the  better  shelter 


of  them  all.  He  succeeded  in  clearing  up  a 
fine  farm,  however,  and  occupied  it  for  about 
thirty-four  years  without  interruption. 

In  1868  Mr.  Deffenbaugh  was  elected 
county  auditor  by  the  democratic  part)’,  and 
in  1869  moved  to  Ottawa.  He  held  this  posi- 
tion for  two.  terms,  with  an  overplus  of  six 
months,  and  then  returned  to  his  farm,  and 
for  seventeen  years  longer  continued  his  call- 
ing as  farmer.  He  was  faithful  to  his  party 
and  served  six  years  as  county  commissioner 
under  its  auspices;  as  justice  of  the  peace 
twenty-seven  years,  nine  terms,  and  as  town- 
ship trustee  for  several  terms — his  party  being 
equally  faithful  to  him.  He  was  a devout 
Baptist  in  religion,  and  for  many  years  was 
clerk  of  the  congregation  to  which  he  be- 
longed. He  died  January  14,  1886,  a truly 
beloved  and  honored  man.  His  loss  was 
deep!)'  deplored  by  the  community  and  no  bet- 
ter man  could  have  been  taken  from  its  midst. 

Joseph  Deffenbaugh  lived  on  the  home 
farm  until  his  enlistment,  August  13,  1862,  in 
company  I),  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  He  served  faithfully 
and  gallantly  until  June  24,  1865,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  and 
returned  home  July  lotli  of  the  same  year. 
Among  his  other  services  he  took  part  in  Burn- 
side’s campaign  in  east  Tennessee,  in  the 
siege  of  Knoxville,  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  in 
the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  in 
the  march  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  in 
the  fight  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.  On  his  re- 
turn home,  Mr.  Deffenbaugh  taught  school 
two  years  in  Sugar  Greek  township,  beginning 
in  the  fall  of  1865.  In  this  interval  he  mar- 
ried, March  29,  1 866,  Miss  Mary  |.  Clevenger, 
who  was  born  in  Union  township,  March  11, 
1842,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  Rimer) 
Clevenger,  a family  frequently  spoken  of  in 
this  volume.  To  this  luipp)  union  have  been 
1 born  four  children,  in  the  foil  wing  order: 
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I'rancis  M.,  January  31,  1867;  Annie  May, 
September  21,  1868,  wife  of  Edward  Good- 
win, of  Jackson  township;  Martha  E.,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1871,  and  Effie  E.,  July  26,  1876. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Deffenbaugh  lived  in 
Sugar  Creek  township  until  1873,  when  he 
bought  his  present  farm  in  Union  township, 
which  will  now  compare  favorably  with  any  in 
the  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Deffenbaugh  is  a democrat, 
has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  nine  years, 
and  tilled  several  minor  offices.  With  his 
wife  and  two  young  daughters,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  and  lives  a life  in 
harmony  with  its  teachings.  One  brother  and 
one  sister  of  his  father  are  still  living,  viz:  Con- 
rad, of  P'ayette  county,  Pa.,  aged  eighty- 
seven,  and  Polly,  in  the  same  county.  Jacob 
and  Albert,  two  brothers  of  subject,  were  also 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  and  his  maternal 
uncle,  Nathaniel  Parker  Parshall,  was  in  the 
war  of  1812. 


M.  DEEEENBAUGH,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Sugar  Creek  township, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  on  the 
farm  he  still  occupies,  November  27, 
1844.  He  received  the  usual  common-school 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
left  the  home  farm  to  make  his  way  through 
the  world,  for  a time  as  a hired  hand,  and  this 
was  his  experience  until  1872,  when  he  was 
able  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land,  improved  with 
a small  house,  and  here,  having  married,  he 
settled  down,  cleared  up  anil  improved  the 
land,  developed  a productive  farm  and  made  a 
comfortable  home.  In  1882  he  sold  this 
property  and  bought  106  acres  of  his  father’s 
homestead,  where  he  was  born  and  on  which 
he  still  resides.  Of  this  farm  lit:  has  ditched, 
tiled,  and  brought  under  cultivation  100  acres; 
his  b lilt  a fine  two-story  frame  dwelling,  a 


substantial  barn  and  out-buildings,  has  renewed 
the  orchard,  and  has  made  it  altogether  a most 
desirable  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Annie 
(Parshall)  Deffenbaugh,  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  married  in 
1829  and  shortly  afterward  came  to  Ohio; 
they  here  made  their  home  near  Lancaster, 
Fairfield  county,  until  1835,  when  they  came 
to  Putnam  countv,  entered  land  and  cleared 
up  a farm  from  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Deffen- 
baugh soon  became  most  popular  as  a demo- 
crat and  citizen,  and  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace,  a position  he  held  twenty-seven 
years;  he  also  served  as  county  commiss  oner 
for  six  years,  as  county  auditor  four  years,  and 
for  many  years  was  assessor;  he  was  a ''em- 
ber of  the  old-school  Baptist  church,  having 
become  a communicant  in  1831.  He  lost  his 
first  wife  March  17,  1875,  and  in  May,  1879, 
he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Alspaugh.  To  his  first 
marriage  were  born  nine  children — Nancy, 
Jacob,  William,  Joseph,  Albert,  Amanda,  L. 
M.  (our  subject),  Emily  and  [ohn.  To  the 
second  marriage  no  children  were  born  The 
respected  father  died  January  14,  1886. 

L.  M.  Deffenbaugh  was  united  in  marriage 
October  15,  1872,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Stover, 
who  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio  July 
23,  1850,  a daughter  of  Louis  and  Mary  J. 
(Vandermark)  Stover,  the  former  a native  of 
Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Stover 
was  a small  boy  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  his 
parents,  who  settled  in  Putnam  county,  where 
the  son  grew  to  manhood,  was  married  No- 
vember 4,  1847,  and  lived  happily  with  his 

wife  over  forty-one  years,  she  dying  February 
19,  1889.  They  had  born  to  their  marriage 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom,  with  but  one  ex- 
ception, grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
married  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  home 
of  their  childhood.  They  were  nan  d in 
order  of  birth,  as  follows:  Sarah,  Lucinda 
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(Mrs.  Deffenbaugh),  Annie,  Samuel  (deceased), 
Mar)-,  Levi,  William,  John,  Daniel,  Charles 
and  Martha  E.  The  exception  alluded  to  was 
Samuel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  In  i860  Mr.  Stover  moved  to  Allen 
count)-,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 26,  1894,  having  been  a member  of 
the  Christian  church  since  his  thirty-fifth  year. 

To  the  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Def- 
fenbaugh have  been  born  three  children,  viz: 
Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Myers,  a farmer;  and 
James  and  Iva,  yet  at  home  with  their  parents, 
who  are  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  who,  with  their  children,  are 
among  the  most  highly  respected  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Sugar  Creek  township.  In  politics 
Mr.  Deffenbaugh  affiliates  with  the  democratic 
party,  and  has  filled  some  minor  offiees,  but  is 
no  aspirant  for  political  honors. 


ROF.  SAMUEL  F.  DeFORD,  a rep- 
resentative citizen  of  Ottawa,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  John  and 
Matilda  (Littell)  DeFord,  and  was 
born  .in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  May  2,  1836. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  attended 
the  district  schools-until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when,  m 1853,  he  entered  Mount  Union  col- 
lege at  Alliance,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
the  scientific  course  in  1858,  and  in  the  class- 
ical course  in  1859,  and  in  1861  received  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  His  summers,  during  his 
student  days,  were  devoted  to  teaching,  the 
remuneration  for  which  he  devoted  toward  de- 
fraying Ins  college  expenses.  I11  1856,  prior 
to  his  graduation,  he  accepted  the  superintend- 
ency of  the  Monongahela  public  schools,  of 
which  he  had  charge  for  seven  months.  Com- 
pleting all  of  his  most  successful  years  111 
school  work,  and  after  graduation,  he  entered 
in  earnest  upon  his  educational  work,  lie  had 
erected  a large  school  edifice  at  Lordstown, 


Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  1858;  during  the 
time  of  the  erection  of  this  edifice  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Newton 
Falls,  Trumbull  county.  Mrs.  Garfield,  now 
widow  of  ex-President  Garfield,  but  then  a 
young  lady — Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph — was  one 
of  his  assistant  teachers.  He  then  conducted 
an  academy  until  1861,  when  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  public  schools  of  Saint  Mary’s, 
Ohio,  of  which  he  was  superintendent  until 
1863,  and  was  then  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Celina,  Ohio,  until  1869,  and  next 
had  charge  of  the  Maumee  (Ohio)  seminary  for 
one  year,  when  he  came  to  Ottawa,  and  filled 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  for  fifteen  consecutive  years,  or,  until 
1886.  Owing  to  declining  health,  he  now  re- 
linquished school  work,  and  in  1886,  in  com- 
pany with  Samuel  Slawson,  established,  owned 
and  operated  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Ottawa, 
but  withdrew  in  the  spring  of  1888,  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  his  farming  interests, 
which  are  concentrated  in  the  care  of  over  500 
acres  of  land,  scattered  through  the  county 
and  used  and  utilized  chiefly  in  the  production 
of  grain  and  raising  of  stock  In  1890  he 
erected  a fine  two-story  brick  building,  25x103 
feet,  at  the  corner  of  Maincross  and  Hickory 
streets,  Ottawa,  for  office  and  business  rooms 
generally,  and  he  has  also  built  some  eight  or 
ten  dwellings,  in  Ottowa,  for  rental.  Aside 
from  these,  he  has  erected  a number  of  build- 
ings in  Hector,  Continental  and  Miller  City, 
in  Putnam  county.  He  is  now  also  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business,  and,  with 
his  usual  astuteness,  has  made  a perfect  success. 

Politically,  Prof.  DeFord  has  always  affili- 
ated with  the  democratic  party,  and  under  its 
auspices  served  one  term  of  three  years  as 
county  school  examiner  of  Mercer  count)  and 
for  seventeen  years  as  examiner  for  Putnam 
county;  he  was  also  coroner  of  Putnam  county 
I two  terms  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
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office  of  president  of  the  school  board  of 
Ottawa;  he  has  also  filled  the  offices  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  member  of  the  city  council, 
and,  in  fact,  almost  every  office  to  which  the 
voters  of  Ottawa  could  possibly  elect  him — so 
great  was  their  trust  in  his  ability  and  integrity. 
Fraternally,  Prof.  DeFord  is  a member  of 
lodge,  No.  325,  F.  A A.  M. , of  Ottawa  chapter, 
No.  1 1 5,  and  of  Ottawa  council,  No.  69;  he 
has  also  been  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F. 
since  (857,  having  joined  the  order  at  Newton 
Falls,  Ohio,  and  having,  since  then,  entered 
the  encampment;  he  has  also  a membership  in 
the  Royal  Arc  anuin.  Prof.  DeFord  has  been 
a communicant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  since  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
in  1 864  was  ordained  a minister  of  that  denom- 
ination. He  probably  has  done  as  much  as,  if 
not  more  than,  any  other  person,  as  minister 
and  school-teacher,  in  the  formation  and  up- 
building of  the  moral  and  educational  intel- 
lectuality of  Putnam  county,  for  which  he  can 
never  receive  sufficient  credit.  Prof.  DeFord 
has  been  an  eminently  successful  man  in  all  his 
undertakings,  laying  his  own  foundations  and 
building  thereon.  Financially  he  ranks  as  one 
of  the  foremost  in  this  county,  all  of  which 
has  been  brought  about  through  his  untiring 
energy  and  keen  business  ability. 

The  marriage  of  Prof.  DeFord  took  place, 
Novembci  _5,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  V.  Duncan, 
who  was  born  in  Lord-down,  Ohio,  August  28, 

1 837,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susan  ( Leach) 
Duncan,  and  to  this  happy  union  have  been 
born  live  children,  viz;  C lara,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years  and  eight  mouths;  Ma- 
tilda L.,  who  was  born  November  17,  1867, 
and  became  the  wife  of  \V.  F.  Stevens,  of 
New  York  city,  librarian  of  R.  R.  V M.  ('.  A. 
since  1890,  sustained  by  Cornelius  Vanderbilt; 
Mary  Ann,  born  July  18,  1869,  and  wife  of 
George  \Y.  Meflley,  dry  goods  merchant  of 
Ottawa;  John  T.,  born  June  30,  1874,  and  a 


student  of  Mount  Union  college;  Susan  F., 
born  in  188  1 , and  now  at  home  with  her  father. 

To  recur  to  the  genealogy  of  Prof.  Deford, 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  family  is  of  French 
Huguenot  origin.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  John  DeFord,  who  tied  from 
France  under  the  persecution  of  his  sect,  and 
found  refuge  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a farmer; 
the  next  in  line  of  descent,  also  named  John, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  but  passed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he 
came  to  Ohio,  in  1799,  and  entered  about 
1,000  "acres  of  land  in  Carroll  county,  being 
at  the  time  about  forty  years  of  age,  an  1 his 
death  taking  place  at  the  extreme  age  01  103 
years,  His  wife  was  Lydia  Hopwood,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the  patents  of 
seven  children,  viz:  Harriet,  widow  of  John 

H.  DeFord,  aged  ninety-one  years,  and  a res- 
ident of  Ottawa,  Kins.;  Hannah,  deceased; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Stull,  of  A asta, 
Ohio;  John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven;  William,  aged  eighty- 
eight,  a farmer  prominent  in  the  politics  of 
Carroll  county,  Ohio,  and  a member  of  the 
state  legislature  for  se\eral  terms;  Daniel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  Nathan 
1>.,  a farmer  of  Kansas.  John  DeFord,  the 
father  ol  our  subject,  passed  his  life  as  a ‘.inn- 
er in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  and  was  twenty- 
one  years  a justice  ot  the  peace.  His  wife, 
Matilda  Fitted],  was  a French  lady,  who  died 
in  1894  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and 
was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Alonzo,  a farmer  of  t harlotteville,  Ya.  ; W ill- 
iam, deceased  ; 1 wdia,  wife  of  William  M osier,  of 
UniontOwn,  Pa.;  Louisa,  wife  of  |ames  Daniel, 
tanner  and  mason  ol  Carrollton,  Ohio  Sam- 
I ucl  F.,  our  subject;  |olm  W .,  ot  Celina,  Ohio; 
I Matilda  ( .,  wife  ot  Mi  Sweet,  a fruit  funnel 
I of  Baltimore  county,  Md.;  1 lariat  M.,  wife  of 
l Rev.  John  N.  Cumin  lies,  1).  I)  , of  tl  . Pres- 
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byterian  church  at  Nankin,  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  lias  been  pastor  since  his  grad- 
uation in  Union  Theological  college;  Mary  L. , 
wife  of  John  Moreland,  fanner,  of  Newark, 
Ind. ; Thomas  IT,  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
and  Hannah,  wife  of  John  Jackman,  of  Mis- 
souri—and  it  may  he  added  that  no  more 
worthy  set  of  people  than  the  above  eleven 
ever  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 


ANIEL  D.  DICKEY,  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  the  son 
ol  John  and  Mary  (Deitz)  Dickey,  the 
former  of  whom  was  horn  in  Somerset  county, 
Pennsylvania,  about  1796,  and  the  wife  in  1790, 
July  9th.  His  father  was  of  Irish  extraction,  hut 
w'as  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  where  hut  one  of 
his  sons,  Jacob  Dickey,  is  still  living.  John 
Dickey  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Pennsylvania  and  there  attended  school  in  his 
early  boyhood  days.  He  then  learned  the 
carpenter’s  and  shoemaker’s  trade,  and  at 
times  worked  at  the  cooper’s  and  blacksmith’s 
trade.  \\  bile  yet  a hoy  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  in  1807, 
where  the  family  owned  a large  tract  of  land. 
He  married  Mary  Deitz,  who  was  horn  in 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  about  1799,  and  died 
in  the  tail h ot  the  Dunkard  church  in  1874. 
After  tlmir  marriage  they  lived  lor  a while  on 
a rented  farm  in  l uscarawas  county.  In  O 39 
he  moved  his  fainilv  to  Allen  county,  where 
they  lived  for  three  years  and  then  moved  to 
Putnam  enmity,  where  they  purchased  a farm 
on  whit  h the  subject  of  our  sketch  now  lives. 
It  was  then  all  a woodland,  lull  he  set  reso- 
lutely to  work  and  soon  had  a home  with  a 
small  lai  m around  it  ; thus  lie  continued  to  im- 
prove ami  enlarge  it  until  it  has  become  a line 
farm.  ■ h re  lie  spruit  the  remainder  ol  Ins 
life,  and  here  his  family  ol  nine  children  were 


born:  Susan,  the  wife  of  John  Schafer,  of 

Paulding  county,  whose  sketch  may  be  found 
on  another  page;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Eli 
Zigler  of  Perry  towmship;  Jonas,  deceased; 
Jacob,  a farmer  living  in  Perry  township; 
John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Moses,  of  Defiance 
county;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  1 Corkwell,  of 
Jackson  township;  Daniel  I).,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Lev i Troyer. 

In  1844  Mr.  Dickey  decided  to  make  a 
visit  to  Tuscarawas  county;  there  being  no 
other  mode  of  traveling  at  that  time,  he  set 
out  on  foot,  and  walked  there  and  back.  On 
his  return  journey  he  purchased  a few  matches 
and  brought  them  with  him;  they  were  the 
first  matches  seen  about  his  home  in  this  town- 
ship. In  politics  he  wars  a democrat;  relig- 
iously he  was  an  active  worker  111  the  Dunkard 
church,  in  which  he  was  a deacon.  \t  one 
time  he  taught  school  both  in  the  English  and 
German  languages.  He  was  an  energetic, 
hard-workingman,  and  chai  table  to  all,  but 
death  called  him  away  in  1851. 

Daniel  D.  Dickey,  his  son,  was  born  De- 
cember 3,  1837,  and  was  given  a fail  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  when  not 
attending  school  he  worked  on  his  lather's 
farm,  and  while  still  a youth  lie  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade.  O11  September  -’5,  l8(>r, 
at  his  country’s  call  for  laithlul  men,  he  en- 
listed in  company  A,  Fifty -seventh  Ohio  volun- 
teer inlantry,  and  went  to  the  front,  where  he 
participated  in  tin  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Pea 
Ridge.  At  the  latter  place,  011  April  8,  1862, 
while  on  the  retreat,  he  was  twice  wounded, 
and  still  carries  one  of  the  balls  in  Ins  right 
shoulder.  On  account  of  disability  from  these 
wounds,  on  August  31,  1802.  he  was  dis- 

charged at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

On  returning  Irom  the  war  he  taught 
school  for  several  terms  and  was  very  success- 
ful. On  January  1,  1871,  he  married  Nluhala, 
the  daughter  ol  Hugh  and  Catherine  (Jeffreys) 
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Stores,  who  was  born  in  Paulding  county  on 
February  I,  1848.  Her  father  was  a native 
of  Ireland  and  had  come  to  America  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  with  his  father,  who  was 
John  Stores,  a dairyman,  and  located  in  Paul- 
ding county  in  1837  Mrs.  Dickey’s  mother 
was  a native  of  Seneca  county  and  was  born 
February  5,  1829,  her  parents  being  Gilbert 
and  Mahala  Jeffrey. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dickey  settled  on 
the  old  homestead  with  his  mother,  where  he 
has  since  lived,  and  has  been  closelv  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Perry  town- 
ship. Ten  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz:  A child  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed; 

John  J.;  Mary  C.  ; Wilhelmina,  deceased; 
Emmanuel;  Lillie  M.  ; Eli  A.;  Minnie  M. ; 
Charles  E.,  and  Daniel  I).  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat  and  has  been  elected  to  local  offices, 
among  them  that  of  township  clerk  and 
assessor.  He  is  a public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen  and  a very  successful  farmer. 
Among  his  man)  treasures  he  holds  none 
higher  than  that  of  a book  published  July  31, 
1659,  which  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest 
books  in  northwestern  Ohio. 


I ELI  AM  C.  DICUS,  a native-born 
Mm  I an(l  prominent  fanner  of  Union 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Carey) 
Dicus,  and  was  born  December  27,  1828. 

Jacob,  the  father,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
March  20,  1802,  and  was  a son  of  Philip,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  an  early  settler  of  Mary- 
land, and  a prominent  planter,  who  married 
Ruth  Browne  and  died  in  1806,  lus  wife  hav- 
ing died  when  Jacob  was  quite  small. 

Jacob  Duns,  father  of  our  subject,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years,  was  brought  to  Ohio  by 
h s sister,  Mrs.  McBride,  who  located  in  Mus- 
kingum county,  where  Jacob  learned  the  car- 


penter’s trade  and  resided  until  1821,  when  he 
came  to  Putnam  county,  lived  here  one  year, 
then  returned  to  the  home  of.  his  sister,  who 
who  had  removed  to  Champaign  county,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1825,  he  came  back  to 
Putnam  county,  to  make  a permanent  home. 
In  November,  1827,  he  married  Hannah  Carey, 
daughter  of  Rufus  and  Keziah  Carey,  to  which 
union  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 
William  C.,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch; 
James,  a farmer  of  Union  township;  Mrs.  Eliza 
Rimer,  deceased;  America,  wife  of  James 
Findlay,  of  Paulding  county;  Harrison,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Coit,  and  Milton,  all  three  deceased; 
Keziah,  wife  of  George  Rimer,  a farmep-'of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county,  and  "Win- 
field Scott,  of  Union  township.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  born  in  Shelby  county, 
Ohio,  June  8,  1807,  of  Virginia  parentage, 

came  to  Putnam  county,  about  1817,  with  her 
parents,  and  died  in  \ugust,  1853,  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr. 
Dicus  subsequently  married  her  sister  Mrs. 
Rebecca  (Carey)  White. 

After  his  first  marriage  Jacob  Dicus  1 -cated 
on  a farm  in  Putnam  county,  on  the  Auglaize 
river,  and  was,  for  a number  of  years,  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  ol  the 
county.  In  1835  he  moved  to  Kalida,  where 
he  resided  for  two  years,  then  returned  to  his 
farm,  resuming  his  vocation  of  farmer  and  fol- 
lowing his  trade  of  carpenter,  also  milling, 
until  1868,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Delphos  for  several  years,  and  then 
! sold  out  his  grocery  and  followed  his  trade  at 
Delphos  until  1875,  when  he  re-engaged  in 
farming  in  Union  township  until  his  second 
wife’s  death,  about  1881.  He  then  su'd  his 
farm  and  resided  with  his  son  James  until  his 
own  death,  which  occurred  April  20,  1SS5,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Baptist  < luirch.  Politically  lie 
I was  first  a whig  and  then  a republican,  nd  lot 
! several  terms  served  as  township  trustee,  and 
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also  tilled  the  office  of  constable  and  some 
minor  positions.  He  was  a gentleman  highly 
esteemed  and  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
was  public  spirited  and  patriotic,  and  furnished 
three  sons  to  his  country  in  her  hour  of  need, 
of  whom  James,  next  to  the  eldest,  served  in 
company  I,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  infantry,  and 
Winfield  Scott,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in 
sketches  following  this  record. 

William  Dicus,  whose  name  opens  this 
biography,  was  reared  a farmer,  and  March 
19,  1849,  married  Miss  Eva  Schenk,  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Lydia  Schenk,  ten  children  be- 
ing the  result  of  the  union,  viz:  Jacob,  a 

farmer  of  Washington;  Mrs.  Hester  Myers, 
deceased;  Mary  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  John,  a merchant  of  Kalida; 
Mrs.  Fannie  Myers,  deceased;  William,  who 
died  at  two,  and  Clara  at  three  years  of  age; 
two  infant  daughters  that  died  unnamed;  and 
Lewis,  also  a merchant  of  Kalida.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Dicus  first  located  in  Perry  town- 
ship, but  made  several  removals  before  set- 
tling on  his  present  place,  yet  never  moved 
outside  of  Putnam  county.  He  lost  his  wife  in 
October,  1874,  and  for  his  second  helpmate 
married,  December  17,  1880,  Mrs.  Lavina 

(Meyer)  Allgire,  widow  of  Joshua  Allgire  and 
the  mother  of  the  following  children : John,  a 

farmer  of  Union  township;  Yerella,  wife  of 
Jesse  Talley,  Union  township;  Emily  wife  of 
George  Grofe,  of  Jackson  township ; Charitv, 
wife  of  James  Meyers,  of  Dupont;  Frank,  a 
teacher  of  Auglaize  county  and  a medical  stu- 
dent at  New  Bremen;  Amanda,  wife  of  O. 
Earnest,  of  Columbus  Grove,  Putnam  count v, 
and  Julia,  wife  of  Albert  L'olay,  of  Kalida. 
Mrs.  Lavina  Dicus  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  December  10,  1830;  she  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  ot  which  Mi.  Dicus  is  also  a promi- 
nent member.  One  year  after  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Dicus  settled  on  his  present 


farm,  where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  The  late  Joshua  Allgire 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  late  war,  in  the 
Ninety-ninth  Ohio  infantry. 


AMES  DICUS,  a well  known  and  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  Union  township,  Put- 
nam county,  is  the  second  of  nine 
children  born  to  Jacob  and  Hannah 
(Carey)  Dicus,  of  whom  fuller  detail  will  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  William  C.  Dicus, 
given  above.  James,  our  subject,  was  born 
near  Fort  Jennings,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
February  14,  1831,  was  reared  a farmer  and 
was  educated  at  Kalida  and  in  the  common 
country  schools;  he  also  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  but  never  found  it  necessary  to  follow 
it  as  a vocation. 

February  24,  1853,  James  Dicus  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Khoda  Hicks,  daughter 
of  Ezra  and  Julia  (Lincoln)  Hicks  — the  mother 
being  an  own  cousin  of  the  martyr-president, 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Miss  Rhoda  Hicks  was 
born  in  Warren  county,  Ohio,  June  8,  1829, 
and  died  March  17,  1877,  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  youngest  only  is  living — 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Philip  Leatherman,  of 
Paulding  county.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Dicus  located  in  Union  township,  lived  on  a 
rented  farm  one  year,  then  moved  to  a place 
of  his  own,  on  which  he  remained  until  1856; 
he  then  sold  out  and  bought  another  farm  in 
1857,  on  which  he  lived  until  1861,  again  sold 
and  again  bought,  having  by  this  time  cleared 
enough  money,  over  expenses,  to  purchase  his 
last-named  place,  on  which  he  resided  until 
1874,  then  sold  and  bought  his  present  place, 
on  which  he  made  a permanent  settlement  in 
1876,  All  of  these  farms  wen-  in  the  wild 
woods  when  Mr.  Dicus  purchased  them,  and 
by  him  they  were  cleared  oil  md  improved, 
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at  the  expenditure  of  no  little  amount  of  hard 
work  and  skillful  exercise  of  woodman-like 
k nowledge. 

February  i,  1880,  Mr.  Dicus  married  his 
second  wife.  Miss  Mary  Fridley,  who  was  born 
m Iowa,  September  13,  1861,  a daughter  of 
James  H.  and  Minnie  (Schuman)  Fridley,  and 
to  this  marriage  have  been  born  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Minnie  Flnora,  January  3,  1881; 

Katie  E.,  May  30,  1882;  Willie  E.,  April  7, 
1884 — died  May  24,  1891;  Harry  E.,  January 
30,  1886;  Milton  Reed,  February  27,  1888; 
Mary  Opal,  March  24,  1890,  and  Charlie  Ray- 
mond, April  8,  1893.  James  H.  Fridley, 

father  of  Mrs.  Dicus,  was  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  his  wile  of  Germany.  The 
latter  died  when  her  daughter  (Mrs.  Dicus)  was 
nine  years  of  age,  and  the  latter  lived  with  an 
aunt  until  her  father  married  four  years  later, 
Mrs.  America  (Dicus)  Harris,  a sister  of  our 
subject.  In  1875  she  came  with  her  father  to 
Ohio,  and  was  here  married.  In  1883  Mr. 
Dicus  moved  to  Kalida,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  but  he  found 
farming  to  be  a more  congenial  pursuit,  and 
consequent] v returned  to  his  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dicus  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Dicus  has  been  a trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  town- 
ship clerk  several  terms.  He  is  a patriot,  and 
on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1863,  enlisted  in  com- 
pany I,  Eighty-eighth,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
mustered  out  at  Camp  ( base,  Ohio,  July  3, 
1865.  lie  is  a member  of  Gribbon  post,  No. 
193,  G.  A.  R.,  and  at  one  time  was  >1  member 
of  the  National  Union  league  and  of  the  P.  of 
11  He  is  a good  citizen  in  every  respect,  is 
the  winner  of  his  wealth,  having  made  his 
business  stall  m life  by  dealing  in  real  estate, 
and  is  now  living  in  comfort,  honored  by  all 
who  know  him. 


m 


3 INFIELD  SCOTT  DICUS,  a pros- 
perous agriculturist  of  Union  towm- 
ship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  the 
youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah 
(Carey)  Dicus,  and  was  born  in  Perry  town- 
ship, September  2,  1847.  He  was  reared  on 
a farm,  was  educated  in  Jackson  township, 
and  worked  out  as  a farm  hand  until  his  en- 
listment at  Ottawa,  July  3,  1863,  being  then 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  company  I,  Eighty- 
eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  whir  It  he 
served  faithfully  until  the  close  of  hostilities, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  ser.  ice  at 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  July  4,  1865.  He  then 
returned  to  Putnam  county,  remained  until 
1870,  passed  the  following  year  in  Indiana,  re- 
turned to  Putnam  county,  and  Januan  25, 
1872,  married  Miss  Mary  Campbell,  daughter 
of  Josiah  and  Roxana  Campbell,  the  .''don 
being  blessed  with  thru,  children,  born  m the 
following  order:  Lillian,  January  23,  1873, 

married  to  Leroy  Mil'er,  of  Union  township; 
Ola,  February  2,  1876,  and  R .'-sell  Garfield, 
July  5,  1888 — both  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Mrs.  Mary  Dicus  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  January  17,  1853  her 
father  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
reared  on  a farm  near  Boston,  was  a l>  :no- 
crat  in  politics,  an  early  settler  of  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  and  a gentleman  of  souk  on- 
siderable  consequence  in  his  community. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Dicus  remained  four 
years  in  Putnam  county  and  then,  in  1876, 
went  to  Allen  county,  where  he  passed  three 
years;  in  1879  he  returned  to  Putnam  county 
and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  still 
lives,  and  which  he  cleared  from  the  wilder- 
ness and  has  improved  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  In  1892,  he  erected  his  present 
handsome  dwelling,  where  he  finds  all  the 
happiness  usuallvoillotted  to  man,  and  which 
is  always  attendant  upon  a man  ol  industry 
and  morality.  In  politics  he  is  a repul  can, 
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and  has  filled  several  of  the  offices  of  his  town- 
ship; lie  is  a member  of  Kalida  lodge,  No. 
280,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Gribbon  post,  No. 
193,  G.  A.  R.  He  lias  been  very  successful 
in  his  farming  operations,  is  a useful  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  his  neighbors  and  the  community  at 
large,  being,  as  he  is,  a most  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a worthy  family. 


HV.  BENJAMIN  HILLER  was  born 
in  Riley  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  June  24,  1845,  on  the  farm  he 
still  occupies.  His  parents,  Peter 
and  Barbara  (Sutter;  Hiller,  were  natives  of 
Alsace,  France;  were  born  respectively  in  1813 
and  1 8}  8,  and  came  to  America  in  1824,  but 
not  in  the  same  vessel. 

The  Hiller  famih  first  located  in  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  while  the  Sutter  family  found  .1 
home  in  Virginia,  for  the  time  being,  and  later 
moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  Both  fam- 
ilies came  to  Putnam  county  in  1834  and  here 
Peter  and  Barbara  were  married.  Peter  Hil- 
ler then  set  to  work  bv  the  day  to  earn  money 
to  pay  lor  entering  his  farm.  Through  indus- 
try and  economy  he  succeeded  in  saving  suffi- 
cient with  which  to  enter  240  acres  in  the 
woods,  100  of  which  he  had  cleared  at  the 
time  (jf  his  death  in  1866,  and  had  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings.  In  relig- 
ion he  was  a Mennonite.  His  wife,  Barbara 
Sutter,  was  a daughter  of  Christian  Sutter, 
who  came  to  Putnam  county  about  the  year 
1834,  and  entered  320  acres  in  the  wilderness, 
wrought  out  a farm,  and  died  there  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  1874.  After  coming  here  Mr.  Sutter 
was  chosen  a ministi  r m the  Mennonite  clam  h. 
preached  about  thirty  years  and  rose  to  tin 
position  of  bishop.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
children,  named  as  follows:  John,  deceased, 
Barbara,  mother  of  our  subject ; Elizabeth,  mar- 


ried to  P.  Shoemaker;  Christian;  Magdalena, 
the  wife  of  Peter  Sutter;  Fannie,  married  to 
Peter  Bixel ; and  Mary,  who  died  unmarried. 
Peter  and  Barbara  Hiller  had  born  ter  their 
marriage  eight  children,  viz:  Christian,  who 
died  in  1852;  Adam,  a farmer  of  Allen  county; 
John,  whir  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Mag- 
dalena, who  Was  married  to  Peter  Steiner,  but 
died  in  1866,  leaving  one  child;  Benjamin,  our 
subject;  Peter,  a hardware  merchant  of  Bluff- 
ton,  Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  Benjamin  Geiger,  a 
farmer  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  David, 
a farmer  of  Allen  county,  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  about  i860,  a devout  be- 
liever in  the  Mennonite  faith— or  original 
Swiss  church. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Hiller,  our  subject,  lived 
with  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death,  when 
he  inherited  his  portion  of  the  estate,  this  por- 
tion comprising  eighty  acres  of  well  improved 
land.  Benjamin  was  first  married,  in  1870, 
to  Miss  Magdalena  Steiner,  daughter  of  J.  F. 
Steiner,  an  old  settler  and  prosperous  farmer, 
whose  father  organized  the  first  Mennonite 
church  in  the  county.  Benjamin  and  Magda- 
lena had  born  to  them  one  child,  Susan,  who 
is  living  with  her  father.  Magdalena  Steiner 
was  born  December  18,  1848,  and  died  De- 
cember 31,  1871,  a devoted  member  of  the 
Mennonite  congregation.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Hiller  took  place,  in  1876,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Steiner,  born  March  19,  1855, 
daughter  of  John  Steiner,  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  twelve  children,  viz  Merino,  Frank- 
lin P.,  Peter,  John  (died  young',  Calvin,  Ed- 
win, Christian,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Martha, 
Melinda  and  Elvina.  Rev.  Benjamin  Hiller 
received  a collegiate  education  and  was  in- 
structed in  both  the  English  and  German  lan- 
guages. He  taught  two  terms  of  school  in 
Putnam  count)’,  and,  in  1885,  was  ordained  a 
1 minister  in  the  Mennonite  church,  whi'  h was 
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organized  in  his  locality  about  1836;  its  mem- 
bership now  reaches  about  1,000,  and  they 
have  two  houses  of  worship — one  in  Riley 
township,  Putnam  county,  and  one  in  Rich- 
land, Allen  county.  Under  the  wise  direction 
of  Mr.  Diller,  who  is  devoted  to  his  creed  and 
his  congregation,  the  church  is  in  a thriving 
condition  and  is  progressing  in  a most  gratify- 
ing and  satisfactory  manner.  Down  to  1893 
this  church  stood  alone,  but  in  the  year  named 
it  was  admitted  to  the  general  conference  of 
the  Mennonite  church  of  North  America. 


GHN  M.  DONALDSON.— Amo.ng  the 
progressive  and  successful  fanners  of 
Putnam  county  the  Donaldson  broth-, 
ers  occupy  a position  of  marked  pre- 
cedence, and  of  these  the  one  to  whom  we 
now  direct  attention  is  recognized  for  his 
ability  and  as  one  who  has  gained  succees 
through  well  directed  efforts.  Mr.  Donaldson 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1850.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  noble  art  of  husbandry  and 
has  brought  to  bear  not  a drudge-hke  persist- 
ency, but  an  intelligent  system,  which  has 
contributed  in  a large  measure  to  the  success 
which  is  his.  He  was  able  to  secure  a good 
common-school  education  and  also  learned  the 
trade  of  a carpenter,  though  he  has  never  de- 
voted any  great  amount  of  attention  to  work 
in  this  line.  His  ancestral  history  is  duly 
traced  in  the  biographies  of  his  brothers,  ap- 
pearing elsewhere  in  this  volume.  On  the 
27th  of  October,  1872,  in  Putnam  county, 
John  M.  Donaldson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  A.  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  July  1,  1850,  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  (Yarger)  Wood.  Mrs.  Donald- 
son's parents  were  married  in  Perry  county, 
and  there  her  father  was  engaged  in  farming 


for  some  time  at  an  early  period  in  the  pio- 
neer history  of  that  county.  Mr.  Wood  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Putnam  county  as 
early  as  1862,  and  became  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  this  section,  being  devoted  to 
his  home  and  family.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Jacksonian  democrat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald- 
son’s children,  in  order  of  birth,  are  as  fol- 
lows: Chester  H.,  Cora  M.,  Alma  L.,  Harvey 
C.,  Lillie  B.,  Mary  A.  and  Lester  A. — all  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Chester  H.,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Defiance  count)7,  having 
secured  a license  in  Putnam  county  a^  well, 
and  being  an  efficient  and  popular  instructor. 
Our  subject  is  thoroughly  appreciative  of  the 
value  of  an  education  and  is  endeavoring 
to  give  his  children  the  best  of  advantages 
possible. 

Mr.  Donaldson  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Monroe  township,  and  has 
lent  effective  assistance  m the  promotion  of  sub- 
stantial improvement  and  the  advancing  t the 
higher  moral  interests  of  the  community.  Ever 
since  his  marriage  he  has  resided  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies,  the  same  being  one  of 
the  best  in  the  township  and  one  which  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation by  our  subject.  The  buildings  on  the 
place  have  been  erected  by  him  and  are  of 
most  attractive  and  convenient  order.  The 
farm  comprises  seventy-six  acres,  and  our  sub- 
ject has  accumulated  much  of  this  by  his  own 
efforts,  though  he  received  from  his  father  a 
tract  of  forty  acres,  which  was  still  in  wood- 
land and  entirely  unreclaimed.  Upon  his  farm 
he  has  erected  a handsome  and  commodious 
residence.  In  politics  Mr.  Donaldson  is  a 
democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  local  political  affairs, 
although  not  a partisan  in  the  sense  of  office 
seeking.  He  contributes  liberally  to  the 

Christian  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber. Our  subject  and  wife  are  both  members 
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of  Monroe  grange,  No.  634,  and  they  main- 
tain a lively  interest  in  the  work  of  the  order, 
Mr.  Donaldson  having  served  as  steward  and 
being  at  present  the  incumbent  as  gatekeeper. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  in- 
fluential fanners  of  the  county  and  is  esteemed 
for  his  sterling  worth  of  character. 


IRA  DONALDSON,  a successful  young 
farmer  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Union  township  May  30,  1 86  r 
He  is  a son  of  Aaron  Donaldson,  who 
was  a son  of  John  Donaldson,  whose  biog- 
raphy is  here  briefly  presented. 

John  Donaldson,  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Maryland 
in  1784.  With  his  father,  Aaron  Donaldson, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  he  came 
to  Ohio  about  1805,  and  entered  land  in  Violet 
township,  Fairfield  county.  John  Donaldson 
married  Mary  Grubb  in  1809,  and  settled  on 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  thus  entered.  He 
was  a captain  in  the  war  of  1812-15,  was  a 
democrat  in  politics,  and  served  his  township 
twenty-one  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  born  in  1790,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Aaron,  Elizabeth,  Letta, 

Sarah,  Mary,  Serena,  John,  Thirza,  Cantha, 
Malinda,  Lavina,  Jacob,  William,  and  Henry 
The  following  are  still  living:  Sarah,  at  the 

age  of  eighty;  Serena,  at  seventy-seven ; John, 
seventy-live,  and  Henry,  sixty-two. 

Aaron  Donaldson,  the  eldest  of  the  above- 
named  children,  and  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
in  1810;  lie  received  a good  education  in  his 
youth,  w;is  brought  up  on  a farm,  and  followed 
fanning  all  his  life.  lie  removed  to  Putnam 
county  about  1850,  settling  in  Union  township 
c'li  eighty  acres  of  land,  living  thereon  until 


1862.  He  then  removed  to  Monroe  township 
and  bought  160  acres — the  farm  upon  which 
his  son,  Asa,  now  lives;  but  he  added  other 
acres  until  he  at  length  had  400  acres.  Fifty 
acres  of  this  was  cleared,  and  there  he  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  24, 
1880.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Swayze, 
who,  like  himself,  was  a native  of  Fairfield 
county,  was  born  December  20,  1827,  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  re- 
spected families  of  that  part  of  the  state,  and 
is  still  living.  To  Aaron  Donaldson  and  his 
wife  there  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows:. 
Owen,  born  June  22,  1849;  John  M.,  born 
August  20,  1850;  Rosalie,  born  October  4, 

1852;  Aaron,  born  December  13,  1854;  ]acob 
S.,  born  January  31,  1857;  Hester  Ann,  born 
June  17,  1859;  Ira,  born  May  30,  1861;  Asa, 
born  September  26,  1863,  and  William,  born 
March  14,  1866. 

Ira  Donaldson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  a beautiful  little  farm  of  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Monroe  township.  It  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  other  farm  of  its  size  in  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Donaldson  is.  a democrat  in  politics, 
has  served  two  terms  as  township  clerk  and  is 
very  popular  with  his  party,  as  well  as  with  the 
general  public.  He  was  married  May  9,  1886, 
to  Miss  Amanda  Alkire,  who  was  born  May  8, 
1865.  She  is  a daughter  of  Richard  and 
Rachel  (Jamison)  Alkire,  members  of  an  an- 
cient and  honorable  pioneer  family  of  Putnam 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Donaldson  have 
had  four  children  born  to  them,  viz:  F.rnest, 

born  March  21,  1887,  died  April  2,  1887;  Ada 
F.,  born  May  23,  1889;  Bernice  V.,  born  April 
16,  1891,  and  Virgil  R. , born  October  6,  1893. 
Mrs.  Ira  Donaldson’s  maternal  grandfather 
was  Fiancis  Jamison,  lie  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania October  7,  1794,  and  died  December 
25,  1856.  His  wile,  Rachel  Wroten,  was  born 
in  Maryland,  March  4,  1.800,  and  died  June  18, 
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1875,  They  were  married  December  7,  1820, 
in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Rachel, 
their  daughter,  was  born  November  15,  1835. 
William  Alkire,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Donaldson,  was  born  in  Laurel  county, 
Ivy.,  in  March,  1798,  and  died  January  17, 
1886.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812-15, 
Hannah  Ausburn,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  died  March  23,  1842.  They  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Richard 
Alkire,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Donaldson,  was 
born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  August  4,  1832. 
He  moved  to  Riley  township,  Putnam  county, 
and  was  married  July  8,  1856.  His  children 
were  as  follows:  Loretta  L.,  born  ]uly  15, 

1857;  George  B.  M.,  born  March  11,  1863; 
Amanda  J.,  born  May  8,  1865;  Frances  S., 
born  March  22,  1868;  Mary  C.,  born  August  6, 
1871;  Josephine  R.,  born  December  29,  1873; 
Robert  W.,  born  J uly  1,  [876,  and  Essie  H., 
born  November  7,  1879.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don- 
aldson are,  therefore,  as  it  may  be  seen  from 
the  genealogy  above  presented,  descended  from 
families  that  have  long  been  known  as  thor- 
oughly honorable — American  families — and 
are  themselves  in  every  way  worthy  of  their 
ancestry, 


HSA  DONALDSON,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
enterprising  young  farmers  and  a 
native  of  Monroe  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  during  his  entire  hie  has  been 
identified  with  its  interests,  the  date  of  his 
birth  having  been  September  26,  1863.  He 
comes  from  a large  family  who  were  born  to 
Aaron  and  Sarah  A.  Donaldson,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a native  ol  Fairlield  county,  Ohio, 
and  ol  whom  further  mention  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  Ira  Donaldson,  an  elder  brother. 
Asa  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  and  invigorating 


discipline  of  the  farm  and  received  a good 
common-school  education.  His  marriage  was 
celebrated  on  the  6th  of  December,  1888,  when 
he  was  united  to  Mary  A.  Taylor,  who  was 
born  in  Montcalm  count)',  Mich.,  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1870,  she  being  a woman  of  edu- 
cation and  genteel  refinement.  Their  children 
in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Sarah  M., 

born  April  1,  1890;  Ida  C.,  born  September 
25,  1891,  and  Dorotha  C.,  born  November  19, 
1894,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donaldson  are  members  of  Monroe 
grange,  No.  634,  of  which  our  subject  is 
chaplain,  while  Mrs  Donaldson  holds  the 
office  of  Ceres  in  the  ladies’  auxiliary  Both 
are  active  and  zealous  workers  in  the  grange, 
and  maintain  a livelv  interest  in  the  topics 
which  have  an  inlluence  upon  the  success  and 
prosperity  of  the  agricultural  class.  The)'  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  our 
subject  extends  financial  assistance  as  well  as 
personal  influence. 

Mr.  Donaldson  owns  an  excellent  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  the  same  having  been  purchased 
from  the  estate  of  his  father,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  place,  with  its  substantial  perma- 
nent improvements,  its  well  tilled  fields  and 
its  general  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  gives 
evidence  that  he  utilizes  not  only  brawn  but 
brain  in  its  cultivation,  and  he  is  known  as  one 
of  the  successful  farmers  of  the  locality.  In 
his  political  faith  he  is  a stanch  democrat,  and 
has  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  the  ques- 
tions of  the  day. 


HABON  DONALDSON,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  great  basic  in- 
dustry  of  agriculture  from  the  time  of 
his  childhood,  and  who  is  now  one  of 
! the  prosperous  and  influential  farmers  ol  M011- 
I roe  township,  is  well  deserving  of  considera- 
tion in  this  connection  He  was  born  in 
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Union  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1864,  and  was  reared  on  the  parental 
homestead,  receiving  a good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  old  school-house  of  the  pioneer 
da  vs.  He  had  a natural  mechanical  ability, 
and  even  in  his  boyhood  took  charge  of 
most  of  the  carpenter  work  on  the  farm.  He 
has  traveled  quite  extensively  throughout  the 
Union,  having  made  an  extended  trip  through 
Texas,  Arkansas,  Missouri  and  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory, and  having  gained  a discriminating 
knowledge  in  regard  to  the  southwest. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January,  1880,  Mr.  Don- 
aldson was  united  in  marriage,  in  Monroe 
township,  to  Catherine  E.  Taylor,  the  widow 
of  William  T.  Taylor,  whose  demise  occurred 
on  the  23d  of  January,  1828.  By  her  first 
marriage  Mrs.  Donaldson  became  the  mother 
of  the  following-named  children:  Francis  Me.; 
Loretta  J.,  wife  of  Newton  Spencer;  Mary  A , 
wife  of  Asa  Donaldson,  and  Alonzo  Joseph. 
Mrs.  Donaldson  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Yarger)  Wood,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Maryland  and  the  latter  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio.  Their  marriage  was  consum- 
mated in  Perry  county,  and  there  they  resided 
some  few  years,  later  removing  to  Fairfield 
county,  where  they  remained  until  1861,  when 
they  took  up  their  abode  in  Putnam  count}'. 
Here  the  father  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  liis  death  occurring  March  23,  1878.  In 
politics  he  was  a stalwart  democrat.  The 
mother  still  reside?  on  the  old  farm,  having 
consummated  a second  marriage  by  uniting  her 
destinies  with  those  of  John  L.  King.  Of  the 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  we  record  their 
names  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Catherine 

E.,  Mary  A.,  Lucretia  ].  (deceased),  Nancy 
M.  (deceased),  and  John  A.  (deceased).  Ben- 
nett A.  Wood,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Donaldson, 
was  a native  of  Maryland,  being  a slave  holder 
and  the  owner  of  an  extensive  plantation 
After  his  marriage  he  emigrated  bom  his  native 


state  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  eventually 
took  up  his  abode  in  Perry  county,  becoming 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  pioneers  of 
the  state.  He  was  a Jacksonian  democrat  and 
lived  a useful  and  worthy  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Donaldson  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  viz:  Leroy,  David 

S.,  and  Asa  C.  Soon  after  their  marriage  our 
subject  and  his  wfife  settled  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, with  the  material  interests  of  which  he 
has  been  long  identified,  having  devoted  his 
attention  most  capably  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  and  being  signally  devoted  to  his 
family.  In  politics  our  subject  is  stanchly  in 
line  as  a supporter  of  the  democratic  part}', 
but  he  has  no  aspirations  for  public  office. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee, 
v'hile  she  has  served  most  efficiently  as  teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school.  Our  subject's  posses- 
sions comprise  in  all  1 18  acres- -eight}  being 
included  in  one  farm  and  thirtv-eight  in  the 
second,  much  of  which  property  he  has  acquired 
through  his  own  efforts.  Him  farm  is  well 
stocked,  has  excellent  improvements,  and  its 
cultivation  is  directed  according  to  the  most 
approved  methods.  Mr.  Donaldson  is  thor- 
oughly alive  to  the  interests  of  the  farmers  and 
gives  evidence  ol  this  by  his  at  live  identifica- 
tion with  Monroe  grange,  No.  634,  while  he  is 
a man  of  influence  in  the  community. 


Vr*OHN  K.  DOENGES,  who  is  known  as 
■ one  of  the  successful  and  representative 
1 pioneer  farmers  of  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a German  by 
birth,  but  he  has  passed  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  Defiance  and  Putnam  counties,  so 
that  he  may  literally  be  said  to  have  grown  up 
with  the  country. 

John  Doenges,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  Corse-Hesse,  Germany,  in  lanuary,  1823, 
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his  mother  being  a native  of  the  same  place 
and  born  in  the  same  year.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany,  where  their  first  four  chil- 
dren were  born.  They  emigrated  to  America 
in  1858,  making  the  voyage  in  a sailing  vessel, 
which  was  seven  weeks  on  the  trip.  They  first 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  but  after  a few  years 
removed  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  settled 
in  Highland  township,  upon  a tract  of  new 
land,  120  acres  in  extent.  They  had  very  lit- 
tle capital  to  start  on,  and  the  land  was  a 
primitive  wilderness,  but  with  the  true  pioneer 
spirit  they  faced  the  hardships  of  the  day  and 
country  and  made  for  themselves  a home. 
They  are  upright  people,  and  in  Germany  had 
been  adherents  of  the  Lutheran  faith,  but 
after  coming  to  this  country  became  identified 
with  the  Methodist  church.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  seven  children,  their  names  in 
order  of  birth  being  Conrad,  Catherine  (de- 
ceased), Elizabeth,  John  R. , Michael  (de- 
ceased), Amanda,  and  Charlotte.  1 he  par- 
ents are  both  still  living,  and  are  known  as 
honest,  hard-working  people,  who  possess  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

John  R.  Doenges  was  born  in  Gorse-Hesse, 
Germany,  April  3,  1855,  and  was  only  two 
and  one-half  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America.  When  he  was 
four  years  of  age  his  parents  settled  in  Defiance 
county,  Ohio,  and  his  whole  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  counties  of  Defiance  and  Putnam, 
lie  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and 
thus  became  acquainted  with  all  the  phases 
of  agricultural  life  in  a pioneer  country.  Very 
few  improvements  had  then  been  made  upon  the 
face  of  Dame  Nature,  and  the  forests  abound- 
ed with  all  varieties  of  wild  game  natural  to 
this  section.  Our  subject  managed  to  secure 
a good  common-school  education,  which  has 
been  of  use  to  him  through  life1.  Beside  this, 
la  gamed  a large  fund  of  practical  knowledge 
as  to  the  proper  development  of  a new  country. 


In  fact  he  has  witnessed  the  transformation  of 
Defiance  and  Putnam  counties  from  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  into  the  beautiful  and 
prosperous  section  that  it  now  is. 

In  Defiance  county,  September,  10,  1879, 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  Fullmer,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  July  5,  1855,  she  being  the  daughter 
of  Ansel  and  Margaret  (Gunner)  bullmer. 
Her  parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany, 
.but  w'ere  wedded  in  Crawford  counts,  Ohio, 
and  lived  there  until  1845,  when  they  moved 
to  Defiance  county,  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers.  They  entered  160  acres  of  new  land 
and  made  for  themselves  a permanent  home. 
They  were  religious  people,  being  connected 
with  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  wLvh  the 
father  was  for  man\  years  a -toward  and  lead- 
ing member.  In  politics  he  was  a republican, 
and  as  such  took  considerable  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  His  death  occurred  March  17, 
1885,  while  the  mother  still  lives  upon  the  old 
farm.  Their  children  w'ere  nine  in  number; 
jane,  Jacob,  Isaac,  David,  Mary  (deceased), 
Margaret,  Sarah  (deceased),  Caroline,  and 
Annie.  Mrs.  Doenges  also  had  twi  half- 
j brothers,  John  and  Abraham,  both  n >w  de- 
J ceased,  the  former  being  killed  in  a railroad 
! accident  and  the  latter  meeting  his  death  in 
the  late  war. 

Soon  after  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  R.  Doenges,  they  settled  upon  t tie  farm 
at  present  owned  bv  them  in  Monroe  town- 
| ship,  Putnam  county  It  consisted  of  120 
I acres  of  new  land,  rather  uninviting  in  appear- 
j ance,  but  they  set  resolutely  at  work  to  effect 
I a transformation.  It  has  taken  years  of  hard 
! work  to  do  this,  but  surely  it  has  been  worth 
I the  labor,  for  they  possess  a fine  and  fertile 
| domain,  every  rod  of  which  has  become  en- 
| deared  to  them  b\  association.  They  have 
devoted  their  time  to  the  home  and  fi  inilv, 

I and  are  people  who  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 
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gard  by  all.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  the  order  of  their  birth  being  as  follows: 
Lewis,  Ada  B.,  Willbur  ].,  Viola  F.,  Mira, 
and  Jesse — the  two  last  named  being  deceased. 
In  politics  Mr.  Doenges  is  a republican,  while 
in  religious  affiliations  he  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  church,  which  denomination  he 
aids  in  a moral  as  well  as  a financial  way. 


aURRY  F.  DOUGLASS,  M.  I).,  of 
Kalida,  Putnam  count}',  Ohio,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  practition- 
ers of  the  county,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  July  14,  1859,  a son  of  Jere- 
miah and  Mary  A.  (Sherwood)  Douglass.  The 
father,  Jeremiah  Douglass,  was  also  a native 
of  Franklin  counts , was  born  in  1834,  and 
was  a son  of  Eri  Douglass,  who  was  born  near 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  in  1804.  Eri  Douglass  was 
a son  of  John  Douglass,  a native  of  Scotland, 
who,  on  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Platts- 
burg, N.  '1'.,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
also  had  a son,  John,  Jr.,  who  served  in  the 
same  war,  and  who  died  in  Illinois, in  1880, 
and  likewise  a son,  Samuel,  who  is  a farmer  of 
Nebraska,  and  is  still  living. 

Eri  Douglass  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  near  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated 
in  that  city;  about  the  year  18^0  he  married 
Elizabeth  Dominey,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Norton)  Dominey,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  of  German  descent,  and  whose 
three  living  children  are  Henry,  a farmer  of 
Franklin  count}’,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  of 
Nebraska,  and  Nancy,  wife  of  Dr.  \V.  Pwiford, 
of  Minnesota.  Jeremiah  Dominey,  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  doctor,  our  subject,  was  a 
patriot  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  also 
a hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  became  a settler  '>1 
Madison  county,  Ohio,  in  1813,  and  died  about 
1852,  a member  of  the  Universalist  church, 

and  111  politics  a whig.  Elizabeth  Domini} 
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daughter  of  above,  was  born  in  Madison  county, 
Ohio,  November  5,  1815,  and  to  Eri  Doug- 
lass bore  nine  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the 
exception  of  three,  died  in  infancy,  those 
reaching  maturity  being  Mrs.  Cloy  Sherwood, 
who  died  in  1868;  Jeremiah,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, and'  Hester,  wife  of  Zelora  Amlin,  a 
farmer,  living  on  the  Franklin  county  home- 
stead, purchased  by  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  in  1834.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1868.  After  his  first  marriage 
Eri  Douglass  bought  100  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Franklin  county  (alluded  to  in  foregoing  para- 
graph), which  he  converted  into  a goo  1 farm 
and  on  which  he  lived  until  his  second  mar- 
riage, in  1874,  to  Mrs.  Louisa  (Wolcott  Rob- 
erts. He  then  moved  to  Plain  City,  Madison 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  retirement,  dying  February  15, 
1879,  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  an  honored  citizen,  and  in 
politics  a republican,  which  party  he  had 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  -or  four  years 
Jeremiah  Douglass  was  also  reared  a farmer 
and  was  educated  in  Franklin  county.  March 
4,  1858,  he  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Irene  (Beach)  Sherwood,  and  this 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children: 
Curry  F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Rosa, 
wife  of  William  Hainer,  a prominent  grain 
dealer  of  Plain  City,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Douglass  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio, 
in  1840.  Her  father,  Andrew  Sherwood,  was 
a native  of  Vermont,  born  in  1809,  of  German 
parentage,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  made 
his  way  alone  to  Madison  count  v,  Ohio.  March 
2,  1832,  he  married  Miss  Irene  Beach,  daugh- 
ter of  the  pioneer,  Amos  Beach,  who  founded 
the  trading  post  and  village  in  Union  county, 
known  as  Beachtown.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  the  following  children:  Judith  Kilgore 

and  Elizabeth  Jolly,  deceased  , I '.mid,  a tanner 
of  Darby  Plains,  Ohio;  Samuil,  fanner  of 
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Union  county;  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Andrews  Doug- 
lass; Mrs.  Sarah  Conoverse,  Plain  City;  Mrs. 
Laura  Dry,  Plain  City;  Amos,  of  the  Sher- 
wood House,  Plain  City;  Kilburn,  farmer, 
West  Canaan,  and  Charles,  liveryman,  Plain 
City.  In  1867  Jeremiah  Douglass  sold  his 
farm  in  Madison  county  and  came  to  Putnam 
county  and  bought  a tract  of  land  near  Kalida, 
which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  until  the  fall 
of  1894,  when  he  retired  to  Kalida,  w'here 
he  still  lives  in  peace  under  the  protection  of 
the  Hag  he  fought  to  save  from  pollution  as  a 
soldier  in  company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  during 
the  late  Rebellion. 

Dr.  Curry  F.  Douglass,  like  many  of  his 
ancestors,  passed  his  earlier  days  on  a farm. 
He  was  educated  in  Kalida,  his  present  place 
of  residence,  and  there  began  reading  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  Reed  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years — reading  in  all  four  years — two  straight 
and  two  during  holidays.  In  1878  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve university,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  honors  in  March,  1881.  The  same  year 
he  went  into  the  drug  business  in  Catawba, 
Clarke  county.  Ohio,  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  fall  of  1882.  November  2 of  the 
same  year  (1882),  he  married  Miss  Kate  W. 
Melvin,  who  wras  born  in  Clarke  county,  Ohio, 
June  6,  1862,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia 
(Jones)  Melvin,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  bv  the  birth  of  three  children,  viz: 
Zella  Dawn,  born  March  10,  1886.  Fred  Mel- 
vin, June  26,  1890;  and  Leon  J.,  November  3, 
1891.  Samuel  Melvin,  father' of  Mrs.  Doug- 
lass, is  one  of  a family  of  five  children,  all  liv  - 
ing, the  remaining  four  being  James,  a retired 
merchant;  Silas,  a farmer;  Susan,  wife  of 
fames  Wright;  and  Mrs.  Anna  Allison,  all  of 
Clarke  county.  His  wife,  Lydia,  is  a member 
of  a.  family  of  three  living  children,  the  two 
besides  herself  being  George  and  Zeblin  A 


Jones,  both  living  on  the  home  farm  in  Clarke 
county.  To  the  marriage  of  Samuel  and 
Lydia  Melvin  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Melissa,  wife  of  Charles  Runion, 

and  Bruce,  both  farmers  of  Clarke  county: 
Kate,  wife  of  Dr.  Douglass;  George,  druggist 
of  Chicago;  and  May,  at  home.  The  parents 
were  both  pioneers  of  Clarke  counts , w'here 
the  mother  died  in  1893. 

After  his  marriage  Dr.  Douglass  settled  in 
Kalida,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession,  and  also  entered  into  the 
drug  business,  but  in  1886  disposed  of  the  lat- 
ter on  account  of  his  increasing  medical  prac- 
tice, he  having  attained  a success  and  promi- 
nence in  the  profession  that  precluded  all 
thought  of  extraneous  business  affairs,  collat- 
eral or  even  correlative  as  they  might  be.  In 
politics  the  doctor  is  a republican;  fraternallv 
he  is  a member  of  the  Kalida  Masonic  lodge, 
No.  280;  and  socially  he  is  a leader  among  the 
people  and  ever  forward  in  every  good  work. 
His  standing  as  a phvsician,  as  a gentleman, 
and  as  a citizen,  is  both  desirable  and  enviable, 
and  few',  at  his  age.  have  attained  a position 
so  prominent. 


R.  ELI  DIMOCK,  one  of  the  oldest 
citizens  and  the  oldest  practicing 
physician  of  Dupont,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Otsego  county,  N.  V., 
May  4,  1822,  a son  of  Eli  and  Phebi  (Sill) 
Dimock.  His  father  was  born  in  Windham 
county,  Conn.,  May  24,  1775,  and  his  grand- 
father, Timothy,  was  a native  of  the  same 
county.  He  was  descended  fromjehial  Dimock, 
a native  of  Spain,  who,  with  his  brother, 
Moores,  was  implicated  in  one  of  the  Spanish 
revolutions,  which  was  overthrown,  and  they 
were  forced  to  tlee  from  their  native  country 
to  escape  cruel  imprisonment  and  certain 
death,  which  they  knew  would  be  sure  to  fol- 
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low  if  the}'  were  captured — for  Spain  knows 
no  forgi\eness,  ami  all  who  question  her  right 
to  rule  are  shot.  The  brothers  came  to  this 
country  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  settled  in  Connecticut,  where 
Jehial  married  a Scotch  lady  and  there  estab- 
lished the  branch  of  the  family  from  which 
the  doctor  descends,  jehial  became  a farmer 
in  Connecticut  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there.  Timothy  was  the  only  descendant 
of  the  above  and  was  born  about  1729.  He 
was  a farmer  in  that  state  and  married  Sallie 
Ballard,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  of 
Puritan  ancestry,  and  died  in  1842  in  her 
ninety-second  year. 

After  marriage  Timothy  Dimock  moved 
front  Connecticut  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
and  settled  in  what  is  known  as  Dimock  Hol- 
low, a small  valley  which  takes  its  name  from 
the  first  man  who  settled  in  it.  Mr.  Dimock 
there  took  up  a grant  of  land  and  built  himself 
a log  cabin  and  set  to  work  clearing  a farm 
from  out  the  woods.  On  This  farm  five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Jehial,  Timothy, 

Eli,  Fannie,  who  married  William  Downing, 
and  Chloe,  who  died  unmarried.  The  father 
continued  to  farm  here  until  old  age  compelled 
him  to  give  up  active  pursuits,  when  he  went 
to  live  with  his  youngest  son,  Eh  Dimock,  and 
died  at  Burlington,  N.  Y.,  in  1818.  In  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  served  his  country  faith- 
fully and  courageously.  He  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in 
politics  a whig.  He  was  an  honorable  and  up- 
right man,  and  a useful  citizen,  and  possessed 
with  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Eli  Dimock,  youngest  son  of  Timothy 
Dimock,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
was  educated  in  a primitive  log  school-house. 
In  early  life  he  embarked  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  N.  Y.,  but 
afterward  jemoved  Ins  business  to  Burlington, 
where  he  was  very  prosperous.  October  20, 


1802,  he  married  Phebe,  who  was  born  in 
Lime,  Saybrook  county,  Conn.,  on  March  26, 
1780,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Helen  (Door) 
Sill,  of  Scotch  ancestry.  After  marriage  he 
lived  on  his  father-in-law’s  farm,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there,  where  nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  viz:  Helen  T.,  born 

February  17,  1804,  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Shel- 
don, of  Utica,  N.  Y. ; Seneca,  a physician, 
who  was  born  October  5,  1805,  and  died  Au- 
gust 11,  i860;  Door  S.,  born  November  19, 
1809,  and  died  June  24,  1838;  Elizabeth,  born 
April  30,  1812,  was  the  wife  of  Harmon  Wind- 
sor, of  Bainbridge,  N.  Y,,  and  died  January 
21,  1888;  Richard  B.,  a merchant  of  New  Ber- 
lin, N.  Y.,  who  was  born  October  8,  1813,  and 
died  March  4,  1892;  Cornelia,  born  May  19, 
1815,  and  died  unmarried  August  1 1 , 1841; 
Amanda,  born  December  19,  1819,  and  died 
August  11,  1821  ; Phebe  S.,  born  February  18, 
1820,  and  died  unmarried  November  19,  1855, 
and  Dr.  Eli,  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  Phe 
mother  was  a life-long  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  died  on  June  12,  1868. 

All  her  brothers  and  sisters  and  mother  died 
of  typhoid  fever  in  1823.  The  father  held  a 
commission  as  captain  of  a company  of  min- 
ute-men cavalry  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was 
a successful  farmer  and  business  man,  and  in 
religious  matters  was  a strict  Presbyterian.  In 
politics  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
old-line  whig  party,  by  which  he  was  elected  to 
several  local  offices.  Pie  was  a strict  moralist 
and  an  upright  man,  and  a progressive,  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  died  June  12,  1848,  re- 
spected and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Jehial  Dimock  commanded  a privateer  vessel 
on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  war  of  1812,  anil  cap- 
tured many  valuable  prizes.  He  was  an  ex- 
1 pert  gunsman  and  a brave  and  patriotic  man. 

Dr.  Eli  Dimock,  the  only  livu  g representa- 
, tive  of  this  family,  laid  the  foim*  ation  for  his 
I education  in  the  common  schools  >i  Burlington, 
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N.  Y.,  and  in  1842  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  office  f Ur.  R.  F.  Stellman,  a 
practitioner  of  his  native  town.  In  1845  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  univer- 
sity of  New  York,  New  York  city,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  honor  in  April,  1847.  For 
one  year  he  practiced  with  his  former  precep- 
tor and  then  moved  to  Bridgewater,  Oneida 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  practiced  until  1849 
and  then  came  to  Dupont,  Ohio,  where  he 
practiced  successfully  his  profession  until  1853, 
when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  returned  to 
his  old  home  at  Bridgewater,  where  he  remained 
until  i860,  and  then  returned  to  Dupont  and  | 
again  took  up  the  practice  of  medicine,  in 
which  he  has  been  eminently  successful  and 
has  always  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  Putnam  county,  being 
well  known  all  over  the  county,  his  practice  at 
times  extending  to  its  remotest  corners. 

February  14,  1847,  the  doctor  married 

Mary  F.,  the  daughter  of  Amassa  and  Mary 
(Johnston)  Caswell,  who  was  born  in  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.,  on  April  23,  1825.  Her  father 
was  born  hi  Warren,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1796, 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  died  October  4, 
1847,  at  Belvidere,  Ills.,  to  which  place  he  had 
moved  his  family  in  1850.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Vermont,  February  26,  i 800,  and  died 
in  their  Illinois  home  on  April  6,  1879.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Five  children  blessed  their  union,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Dimock,  Susan 

and  Mary  L. ; neither  of  the  latter  two.  is 
married.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Dimock  were 
blessed  with  but  one  child— Jennie,  the  de- 
ceased wife  ol  S.  Wool  am.  Both  are  leading 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  are 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  its  members  and 
by  all  who  know  them.  The  doctor  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  having  in  his  youth  imbibed  well 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  old  whig  party.  He 


takes  great  interest  in  all  the  successes  and 
achievements  of  this  party,  and  by  them,  while 
yet  in  New  York,  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  and  held  it  for  five  years, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  township  treasurer 
of  Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  for 
three  years,  and  is  now  justice  of  the  peace. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  having  joined  in 
1853  the  Western  Star  lodge,  No.  15,  of 
Bridgewater,  N.  Y.  This  lodge  was  chartered 
in  1797.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Good 
Templars’  organization  and  the  America  a Pro- 
tective association.  He  has  passed  his  three 
score  and  ten  years,. is  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  his  faculties,  and  possesses  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  those  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated  in  any  way.  In  lus  pro- 
fession he  deservedly  stands  high  among  those 
of  the  same  calling  and  is  a man  of  w ide  and 
ripe  experiences  and  varied  attainments.  He 
is  a student  of  archaeology  and  his  collection 
of  curiosities  and  relics,  the  best  in  the  county, 
he  has  donated  to  the  Ottawa  high  school. 
He  can  now  look  back  on  a well-spent  life, 
full  of  many  viciss'tudes  and  expe- iences, 
especially  the  experiences  lie  passed  through 
in  the  early  days  after  he  came  to  Dupont, 
when  ague  was  so  prevalent;  and  many  were 
the  long  rides  and  sleepless  nights  he  had;  no 
call  went  unresponded  to  when  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  go,  no  matter  how  bad  the  roads 
were  or  how  stormy  (he  weather,  or  dark  the 
night.  He  is  always  kind  to  the  poor  and 
freely  gives  to  all  good  work. 


y?  I L LI  AM  S.  DINSMORH,  senior 
a u I partner  of  the  firm  of  Dinsmore  dfc 
Davis,  was  born  in  Sugar  Greek  town- 
ship, of  the  same  county,  March  6, 
1857,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Jane(Neeve) 
Dinsmore.  His  paternal  grandfather,  also 
named  William,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and 


■ ' - 


V . • ■ ' ■"* 


• : 

k ...  ■ . ■ • 1 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


145 


on  coming  to  America,  with  his  wife  and  four 
children,  lived  for  a short  time  in  Cincinnati, 
and  then  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  cleared 
up  a farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship. William  Dinsmore,  Jr.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  children  brought  from 
Ireland  by  William,  Sr.,  was  reared  on  the 
Sugar  Creek  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until 
1893,  when  he  retired  from  active  farming, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  with  his  son,  our 
subject.  To  William  and  Jane  Dinsmore  were 
born  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  lived  to 
maturity,  viz:  William  S.,  our  subject,  An- 

drew J.,  Laura,  Roselle,  Emma  and  Lizzie, 
all  five  deceased;  Charles,  of  Columhus  Grove, 
and  Ella,  deceased.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  August,  1886. 

William  S.  Dinsmore  was  educated  in  the 
<1  istrict  school  of  Sugar  Creek  township  and 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1889,  when  he  joined  Mr.  Davis 
and  established  the  present  prosperous  livery 
business  in  Columbus  Grove.  Mr.  Dinsmore 
has  been  twice  married — first  to  Miss  Lissey 
Roberts,  who  died  in  1892,  leaving  one  child, 
Clarence.  The  second  choice  of  Mr.  Dins- 
more was  the  accomplished  Miss  May  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  late  Andrew  Smith,  and  his 
marriage  with  this  lady  occurred  in  June,  1894. 
In  politics  Mr.  Dinsmore  is  a democrat,  and  is 
(piite  popular  with  his  party,  as  well  as  with 
the  public  in  general,  but  he  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker,  being  content  to  care  for  a 
business  which  yields  him,  under  his  superior 
management,  an  income  greater  than  any  or- 
dinary office  could  bring. 

Dinsmore  N Davis,  of  Columbus  Grow, 
Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  are 
proprietors  of  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
best  equipped  liven  establishments  in  tin 
county,  and  are  always  prepared  to  accommo- 
date the  public  with  whatever  may  be  required 
in  their  line  and  on  the  best  terms. 


OHN  E.  DAVIS,  junior  partner  in  the 
prominent  and  prosperous  liver)'  firm  of 
Dinsmore  & Davis,  of  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio,  wras  born  July  9,  1863.  He  is  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Davis.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  northern 
Wales  in  1826.  In  1853,  he  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  at  Utica,  N.  Y. , where  he 
remained  until  1859.  He  then  settled  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  and  one  year  later  removed  to 
Putnam  county  and  purchased,  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  120  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved,  and  followed  farming  until  1893, 
when  he  retired  and  settled  in  Columbus 
Grove,  where  he  now  resides.  Mrs.  Davis 
was  a daughter  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  Jones, 
who  were  residents  of  Sugar  Creek  township, 
but  natives  of  southern  Wales,  where  Mrs. 
Davis  was  born.  Her  death  occurred  in  1894, 
leaving  six  children,  viz:  John  E.,  our  sub- 

ject; Sarah  A.;  Leah  M.  ; Lizzie  (deceased), 
1890;  Enoch,  and  Mattie.  Our  subject  was 
reared  upon  the  homestead  in  Sugar  t reek 
township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  public  schools.  In 
1888  Mr.  Davis  and  William  S.  Dinsmore 
formed  the  present  firm  of  Dinsmore  N Davis, 
in  the  livery  business,  which  they  have  con- 
ducted successfull)’  up  to  the  present  time,  it 
being  the  leading  livery  business  of  Columbus 
Grove,  and  in  this  connection  the  attention  of 
the  reader  is  called  to  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Dins- 
more, given  above. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married;  his  first 
wufe,  Miss  Lizzie,  was  a daughter  of  William 
Dinsmore.  She  died  July  29,  1890,  leaving 
two  children, viz:  Walter  Russell,  and  Gertrude, 
deceased.  Mr.  Davis's  second  marriage  was 
with  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  Hugh  Raker, 
and  two  children  are  the  result  of  this  union, 
as  follows:  Marie  and  Mildred.  Politically 

'Mr.  Davis  is  a republican,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
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?ILLIAM  DONNELL,  awell-known 
farmer  of  Union  township,  Putnam 


county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  county 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  [823,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Calhoun)  Donnell,  the  former  of  whom  died 
about  1840,  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
and  the  latter  about  1845,  in  her  fiftieth  year 
— the  parents  of  three  children,  viz:  William, 
our  subject;  Thomas,  born  in  Ireland  in  1828, 
died  in  1848,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  nine 
months  after  coming  to  America,  and  Sarah 
Jane,  still  living  and  married  to  a Mr.  Barnes, 
of  Kensington,  Philadelphia. 

William  Donnell  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  was  fairly  well  educated  in  his  native 
country.  He  came  to  America  in  1846,  landing 
in  Philadelphia.  For  five  years  he  worked  in 
Huntingdon  count)',  Pa.,  saved  his  earnings, 
and  applied  them  to  the  bringing  over  of  his 
brother  and  sister.  In  1852  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  entered  a quarter  section  of  land  in  Pauld- 
ing county,  cleared  up  a good  home  from  the 
woods,  and  for  fourteen  years  resided  upon  his 
property,  making  a comfortable  living.  In 
1857  he  married  Sarah  ].  Stillwell,  the  union 
resulting  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  viz: 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Isaiah  Clevenger,  of  Pauld- 
ing countv,  Ohio,  and  an  infant  son  that  died 
unnamed.  Mrs.  Donnell  died  in  1861,  and  in 
the  same  year,  in  August,  Mr.  Donnell  enlisted 
in  defense  of  the  flag  of  his  adopted  country, 
in  company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  at  the  sanguinary  buttle  of  Mill 
Springs  was  so  badly  wounded,  January  19, 
1862,  that  he  was  discharged  at  Mud  Creek, 
Tenn.,  in  July,  1864.  Having  fully  recuper- 
ated, patriotism  again,  took  possession  of  his 
soul,  and  he  re-enlisted,  this  time,  in  company 
II,  Thirty-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and 
served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was 
engaged,  marching  with  Sherman  from  Atlanta  I 


to  the  sea  and  receiving  a grape-shot  wound  at 
Bentonville,  N.  C. 

At  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  Mr.  Don- 
nell returned  to  his  home  in  Paulding  county 
and  continued  farming  until  1869,  when  he 
came  to  Union  township,  Putnam  county,  and 
purchased  his  present  farm,  situated  on  Otta- 
wa river,  and  this  farm  he  has  brought  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation  and  made  equal  to 
any  of  its  dimensions  in  the  township,  both  as 
to  productiveness  and  appearance,  and  in  1883 
built  the  modern  dwelling  he  and  family  now 
occupy. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Donnell  took 
place  in  January,  '864,  to  Miss  Mary  Leidy, 
who  bore  him  two  children,  to-wit:  Rebecca 
J.,  born  June  20,  1865,  now  the  wife  of 

Stephen  Vaughn,  a farmer  of  Jenning::  town- 
ship, and  Matilda  E.,  born  July  7,  1868,  the 
wife  of  David  Bogart,  a farmer  of  Allen  • Minty. 
The  mother  of  these  two  children  died  m May, 
1871,  and  the  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Donnell 
took  place  November  17,  1871,  to  Miss  Susan 
Clevenger,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county 
July  5,  1833,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza 
(Rimer)  Clevenger,  of  the  renowned  pioneer 
family  mentioned  so  often  in  these  pages,  and 
who  in  the  infancy  of  Mrs.  Donnell  utilized  a 
sugar  trough  for  a cradle  in  which  to  rock  her 
to  sleep.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnell  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  Mr. 
Donnell  is  an  advanced  Mason,  being  a mem- 
ber of  Blue  lodge,  No.  280,  of  the  Ottawa 
chapter,  No.  115,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Putnam 
council,  No.  69,  R.  & S.  M.  In  politics  he  is 
an  independent,  and  in  Paulding  county  served 
as  township  clerk  of  Jackson  township  for  five 
years,  and  was  school  director  for  numberless 
terms,  he  being  a highly  educated  gentleman 
and  an  excellent  conversationalist.  As  a citi- 
zen he  is  among  the  most  desirable,  and  sus- 
tains a high  reputa  10 n for  usefulness  and  pub- 
lic spirit. 
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BRANCIS  MARION  DOTSON,  one 
of  the  thrifty  and  thoroughly  prac- 
tical farmers  of  Monterey  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  descends  from 
an  old  Revolutionary  family  of  Maryland. 
His  grandfather,  Michael  Dottson  (as  he 
spelled  the  surname),  was  a native  of  the 
state  (or  colony)  named,  and  was  a son  of 
William  Dottson,  a native  of  England,  who 
was  a sailor  in  the  merchant  marine  service, 
married  a Welsh  lady  and  early  settled  in  Mary- 
land. Tradition  relates  that  he  was  a man  of 
remarkable  physical  strength,  and  could  handle 
a burden  that  required  the  strength  of  four 
crdinarv  men  to  cope  with.  II is  son,  Michael 
Dottson,  enlisted  in  Maryland  in  the  army  of 
Washington  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age 
fought  at  Brandywine  and  Germantown  (now 
a part  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.),  and  served  through 
the  entire  w'ar.  After  his  return  from  the 
heroic  struggle  he  married  and  became  the 
iatherof  five  children : John,  Joseph,  Thomas, 
Samuel  and  Annie,  all  of  whom,  however, 
w'ere  born  in  Blair  county,  Pa.,  whither 
Michael  moved  immediately  after  his  marriage 
and  cleared  up  a farm  of  200  acres;  he  was  a 
captain  in  the  state  militia.  Some  years  later 
he  came  to  Ohio  and  lived  in  Muskingum 
county  with  his  son  |oseph,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  and  died  either  in  Muskingum  or  Mor- 
gan countv. 

Joseph  Dottson,  son  of  above,  was  born  in 
Blair  county,  Pa.,  April  2,  1794,  was  reared  a 
farmer,  tnd  there  married  Margaret  Justice,  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  Justice.  Some  years  after 
marriage  the  family  came  to  Ohio  and  settled 
m Muskingum  county,  purchasing  eighty  acres 
in  Morgan  county  adjoining,  but,  through 
lending  his  money,  or  by  going  security,  Mr 
Dottson  lost  this  land  and  till  else  he  possessed, 
lie  then  moved  to  Ai  hens  county,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, i8vb  came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  government  land  in 


Monterey  township — making  the  purchase  at 
the  land  office  at  Defiance,  and  President 
Franklin  Pierce  signing  the  deed.  Mr.  Dott- 
son, with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  Francis 
and  Joseph,  cleared  up  this  tract,  with  the 
exception  of  twelve  acres,  and  here  Mr. 
Dottson  died  July  24,  1883,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  Originally  Mr.  Dottson 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  but 
after  coming  to  Ohio  joined  with  the  United 
Brethren  church,  in  which  be  became  a class 
leader.  In  politics  he  w'as  first  a whig,  but 
later  became  a democrat. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Dottson  w’ere 
born  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached  the 
years  of  maturity  and  were  named  in  the  order 
of  birth  as  follows:  Michael,  Thomas,  \nnie, 

Susan,  Isaiah,  Keziah,  Joseph,  Mary  A.,  and 
Francis  M.  Of  these  Isaiah  was  a soldier  in 
the  Thirty-second  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
having  enlisted  in  Paulding  county  for  three 
months.  He  w'as  in  several  skirmishes  and  in 
the  noted  Cheat  Mountain  campaign,  in  which 
he  suffered  a great  deal  from  exposure  to  the 
cold,  and  died  of  mountain  fever  at  Beverly, 
Va.  Joseph  was  also  a soldier  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  and  served  two  years.  The  eldest 
three  of  this  family  of  children  were  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  the  remainder  in  Ohio. 
The  father  w'as  a truly  honorable  man  and 
was  universally  respected  by  his  neighbors  and 
the  general  public. 

Francis  Marion  Dotson  (as  the  name  is  now 
spelled)  was  born  in  Muskingum  county.  Ohio, 
February  6,  1840,  received  a good  common- 
school  education  and  was  rear  d to  farming. 
He  was  a studious  young  man  and  added 
greatly  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  by  reading 
w'ell  selected  books  at  home,  particularly  works 
of  history,  studying  chiefly  it  night  by  the 
light  of  a hickory  torch.  He  has  not  missed 
a harvest  since  he  was  nine  vi  ns  of  age  and 
is  now  over  fiftv-live.  He  •wine  to  Putnam 
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county  in  October,  1853,  with  his  father,  being 
then  but  thirteen  years  old,  and  has  done  most 
of  the  clearing  oft  of  the  homestead  with  his 
own  hands.  He  was  married  September  5, 
[861,  in  Washington  township,  Paulding 
county,  Ohio,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
mother,  to  Miss  Matilda  Thatcher,  David  Mil- 
linger,  }.  P.,  tying  the  matrimonial  knot. 
After  his  marriage  he  lived  on  his  father’s  farm 
as  tenant,  but  his  father  soon  afterward  deeded 
him  twenty  acres  in  the  woods,  adjoining 
twenty  acres  he  had  already  deeded  to  Joseph, 
an  elder  son.  Francis  cleared  up  his  place, 
made  money  and  added  to  his  possessions 
until  he  now  owns  247  acres,  He  has  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  country,  the  greater 
part  by  far  being  the  result  of  its  own  industry 
and  economy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dotson  have 
been  born  seven  children,  viz:  Donald,  Will- 

iam, Francis  M.,  Isaac  B.,  Barbara  E.,  Mary 
L.  and  Samuel  He  has  deeded  to  Donald, 
William  and  Isaac  forty  acres  each,  and  is  ar- 
ranging to  deed  all  his  children  equal  portions, 
reserving  for  himself  at  present  122  acres. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dotson  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Dotson  is  a democrat.  He  is  a strictly  honor- 
able man  and  lives  for  his  family,  in  whose 
prosperity  all  his  interests  are  centered,  lie 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  agriculturists  in 
the  township  and  is  greatly  honored  for  his 
public  spirit  and  liberal  disposition. 


AT  RIG  K and  FRANK  DUFFY,  broth- 
ers, were  born  in  Waterford  county, 
Ireland,  in  1852  and  1847.  respect- 
ive! v.  Their  father,  Michael,  was 

born  in  1808  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  was  reared  a farmer,  and  w as  a faith- 
ful Catholic.  When  arrived  at  the  age  of  man- 
hood he  married  Ann  Tobin,  who  was  born  in 
1 S 2 2 and  was  also  reared  a faithful  Catholic.  I 


After  their  marriage  they  settled  on  a farm 
w'hich  the  father  had  rented,  and  while  living 
here,  seven  children  were  born  to  them,  named 
as  follows:  Morris,  now  a blacksmith  in  Lima, 

Ohio;  Margaret,  deceased;  Frank,  a farmer  in 
Ottawa  towmship,  and  Patrick,  whose  names 
open  this  paragraph;  John,  deceased;  Barthol- 
omew, of  Deshler,  Ohio;  Annie,  now  the 
widow  of  John  Sheehy.  Here  the  happy  fam- 
ily lived  and  prospered  until  1868,  when  death 
called  away  the  husband  and  father.  A year 
after  his  death,  the  mother,  with  four  children, 
emigrated  from  this  beautiful  Emerald  Isle, 
and  came  to  America  and  rented  a farm  in 
Ottawa  township,  Putnam  count)',  Ohio,  on 
which  they  resided  until  able  to  purchase  a 
farm  from  the  proceeds  of  the  hard  work  and 
economy  of  Mother  Ducey  and  her  sons.  It 
was  here  that  Frank  and  Patrick  pi. wed  a 
prominent  part  in  working  on  the  farm,  and 
here,  in  Ottawa  township,  they  were  eared 
from  childhood,  upon  the  farm,  under  the 
guidance  of  their  kind  mother,  becoming  duti- 
ful sons  as  well  as  loyal  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  this  great  commonwealth. 

Patrick  Ducey  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land.  His  father  taught  him  farming  and  he 
decided  to  follow  that  calling  in  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  happily  married  to  Della 
Ford,  who  was  likewise  a native  of  Ireland,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Ann  (Ginnane)  Ford 
Mrs.  Patrick  Ducey ’s  father  died  in  Ireland 
May  17,  1895;  her  mother  still  resides  i that 
country.  I11  July,  1883,  Mrs.  Patrick  Ducey 
came  to  America  in  company  with  a sistu  and 
located  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  she  lived  until 
her  marriage.  She  was  one  of  a fainil)  of  live 
daughters  and  one  soli,  four  daughters  now 
living  in  America — Della,  Maria,  |cimie 
and  Lizzie  -the  last  named,  the  wife  of 
Patrick  Welsh,  ol  Toledo,  Ohio.  \fter 
their  marriage,  Mr  and  Mis  Ducey  set- 
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tied  on  the  farm  they  now  occupy,  where  they 
have  prospered.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Alfred,  Loretta,  Herbert  and 

Irene,  who  have  been  reared  in  the  Catholic 
church,  to  which  both  their  parents  belong. 
In  politics  Patrick  Ducey  is  a democrat. 

Frank  Ducey  received  the  foundation  for 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  in  his 
native  country,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  came  to  this  country  alone,  and  fol- 
lowed railroad  work  until  his  mother  came, 
when  thev  settled  on  a farm,  on  which  he  com- 
menced to  work  industriously  to  gain  the  name 
of  a successful  farmer.  In  1881  he  married 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Bridget 
Kelly,  who  had  come  from  county  Clare,  Ire- 
land, and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  in 
January,  1856,  Mary  was  born.  This  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  with  five  children ; 
Thomas,  Annie,  John,  Ella  and  Edward. 

These  two  brothers,  starting  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder,  have,  by  industry  and  thrift,  climbed 
high  up  and  are  known  as  prosperous,  pro- 
gressive and  substantial  men,  not  afraid  of 
work. 


OHN  H.  DRERUP,  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive farmers  of  Ottawa  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Prussia, 
German)',  August  25,  1834,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  B.  and  Annie  L.  (Wesning)  Drerup. 
The  Drerup  family  came  to  Putnam  county  in 
.'835;  here  the  father  purchased  160  acres  in 
section  No.  29,  Ottawa  township,  and  erected 
a round-log  cabin  in  the  woods,  in  which  t lie 
family  lived  about  fifteen  years  while  the  farm 
was  being  cleared  up,  when  a hewed  log  house 
was  put  up  and  used  until  the  present  fine 
frame  was  erected  in  1852  or  1854.  This 
residence,  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  is 
25x36  feet  in  size,  with  kitchen  attached,  and 
is  situau  I one-half  mile  south  ot  Glandort  and 


one  mile  west  of  Ottawa.  Here  Mrs.  Annie 
L.  Drerup  died  August  9,  1852,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years,  and  Mr.  Drerup  continued 
farming  until  he,  also,  was  called,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years,  October  15,  1863.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Drerup  was  born  twelve  children,  of 
whom  eight  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  died  at 
thirteen  years,  and  Caroline  died  after  her 
marriage  to  Frank  Rothman.  The  two  still 
living  are  John  H.,  our  subject,  and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  J.  H.  Uphaus,  of  Glandorf.  In  politics 
the  father  was  a democrat,  and  in  religion  all 
the  family  were  and  are  Catholics. 

John  Id.  Drerup,  our  subject,  was  reared 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  both  in  German  and 
English,  as  far  as  their  scope  extended,  and 
supplemented  this  education  by  home  study. 
At  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  homestead,  and  he  has  also 
purchased  considerable  additional  land,  includ- 
ing seventy  acres  in  sections  20  and  21,  in 
Ottawa  township,  and  100  acres  in  section  4; 
also  eighty  acres  in  section  9 all  of  which  he 
still  owns;  he  had  also  owned  a tract  of  120 
acres,  which  he  gave  to  his  son,  John  B.,  who 
is  married  and  resides  on  this  farm,  which  is 
located  in  section  5.  Mr.  Drerup  has  likewise 
owned  several  other  tracts,  w hich  he  has  sold. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Drerup  took  place,  in 
1862,  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Shirloh,  a native  of 
Glandorf  and  a daughter  of  William  and  Clara 
(Inkrot)  Shirloh.  This  lady  died  in  1864,  and 
in  1865  Mr.  Drerup  married  Miss  Thirsa  M. 
Mersman,  who  was  born  in  .1848  on  a farm 
adjoining  that  of  our  subject.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  viz:  John 

B.,  farmer;  Henry,  Frank  II.,  August,  Addie, 
Freddie,  Annie  M.  and  Lucy  P , all  at  home. 
The  two  daughters  are  being  prepared  for 
music  teachers,  the  elder  being  already  quite 
proficit  nt.  The  other  childri  u are  also  being 
well  educated,  and  the  whoh  family  are  com- 
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inunicants  of  Saint  John’s  Catholic  church  at 
Clandorf.  Mr.  Drerup  has  done  much  for  the 
improvement  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  township,  and  is  always  prompt  in  respond- 
ing to  calls  for  aid  in  advancing  the  public 
prosperity.  He  has  devoted  considerable  at- 
tention to  improving  the  live  stock  of  the 
county,  and  handles,  himself,  only  the  higher 
grades,  such  as  short-horn  cattle,  Poland- 
China  hogs,  etc.,  and  now  has  a tine  herd  of 
the  former.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat  and 
has  filled  many  of  the  township  offices  from  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  but  has  invariably  re- 
jected all  solicitations  to  become  a candidate 
for  county  or  other  higher  positions.  He  is, how- 
ever, a truly  public-spirited  citizen  and  enjoys 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


AMU  EL  DUNAVIN,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
count}',  Ohio,  was  born  in  Essex 
county,  Del.,  August  I,  1831,  a son 
of  John  Littleton  and  Levina  (Essex)  Dun- 
avin.  John  L.,  the  father,  was  also  a native 
of  Delaware,  of  Irish  descent,  and  about  1826 
married  Miss  Essex,  who  was  born  in  1804, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  three  children, 
\iz:  John  Littleton,  of  West  Virginia;  Caleb, 

a retired  farmer  and  money  broker,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  and  Samuel,  subject  of  this  sketch. 
In  1832  John  L.  Dunavin  brought  his  small 
family  to  Ohio,  and  after  a residence  of  three 
months  in  Franklin  county,  was  called  to  his 
final  rest.  His  widow  was  next  married  to 
Josiah  Campnell,  this  union  resulting  in  the 
birth  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Mrs. 

Roxina  Spencer,  deceased;  John,  a farmer, 
near  Kalida;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Elias  Medley, 
of  Paulding;  Emma,  wife  of  Lerota  Loup,  of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county;  Mrs.  Julia 
Diesis,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Joe,  living  near 
Kalida,  Putnam  county,  and  Mary,  wife  of 


Winfield  Scott  Dicus,  whose  biography  may 
be  found  on  another  page.  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  called  away  in  1875. 

Samuel  Dunavin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
at  the  age  of  one  year  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Wilcox  and  his  wife  Mary,  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  and  was  by  them  educated 
and  reared  to  farming.  November  11,  1852, 
he  married  Eliza  J.  Freeman,  who  was  born 
near  Lancaster,  Ohio,  July  11,  1835,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Susan  (Kemper)  Freeman. 
Her  death  occurred  September  16,  1895  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunavin  were  born  the  following 
children:  Nancy  Aurilla,  .wife  of  Samuel  I). 

Shank,  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  of  Greensburg 
township,  Putnam  county;  Samuel  Franklin, 
farmer,  on  the  home  place;  Ida  Alberta,  widow 
of  Jacob  Charles  Boxwell,  who  was  killed  by  the 
fall  of  a tree,  May  13,  1892,  the  father  of  one 
child,  Alberta,  born  September  10,  1890; 

William  W.,  clerk  at  Kalida,  and  Caleb 
Leroy,  farming  at  home.  Jonathan  Freeman, 
father  of  Mrs.  Dunavin,  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  a farmer,  came  to  Ohio  in  1825, 
and  located  near  Lancaster,  Fairfield  county, 
where  he  farmed  until  1856,  when  he  came  to 
Putnam  county  and  bought  a tract  of  land  in 
Jackson  township,  which  he  cleared  and  re- 
sided upon  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1861. 
This  lady  was  also  a native  of  Virginia  and  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Ellen  Kemper,  and 
bore  her  husband  the  following  children: 
Ellen,  wife  of  Benjamin  Veach,  of  Illinois; 
William  and  John,  deceased;  Mrs.  Nancy 
Veach  (see  sketch  of  Martin  Veach,  of  Jackson 
township)  ; James,  deceased;  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Lane,  deceased;  Mrs.  Lydia  Rogers,  of  Frank- 
lin county;  Eliza  ].,  wife  of  our  subject,  Jon- 
athan, who  lost  his  life  in  the  army  at  Vicks- 
burg; Mrs.  Aurilla  Doherty,  residing  near 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Jarrott,  who  was  a member 
of  the  Forty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  died  in  Libby  prison,  and  Louisa,  wife  of 


. 


• • . • • 


t>  ... 

' ■ f 

' . v: 

rS  i / ; 

vV  J’w 

f-'-r 

k 


* 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


Joshua  Doherty,  of  Hardin  county,  Ohio.  The 
father  of  this  family,  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs 
William  Veach,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1877.  He  had  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  was  an  active  democrat  and  a very 
prominent  citizen. 

Samuel  Dunavin,'  our  subject,  remained  in 
Franklin  county  nearly  one  year  after  his  mar- 
riage, continuing  to  make  his  home  with  his 
adopted  father.  In  December,  1853,  he  came 
to  Putnam  county  and  bought  the  tract  of 
land  on  which  he  still  lives,  but  which  was 
then  in  the  wilderness.  Here  he  put  up  his 
log  cabin,  which  he  occupied  until  1875,  when 
he  erected  his  present  beautiful  mansion, 
which  is  an  adornment  to  the  neighborhood. 
In  politics  Mr.  Dunavin  is  a republican  and 
has  held  a number  of  local  offices.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a trustee  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  for  a long  time  has  been 
a class  leader.  He  at  present  carries  on  gen- 
eral fanning,  but  for  years  bought  and  sold 
cattle  to  a large  extent;  his  place,  wrested 
from  the  wilderness  by  his  own  hands,  is  one 
of  the  most  productive  and  best  cultivated  in 
the  township,  and  Mr.  Dunavin  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  a model  farmer.  He  is  self- 
made  as  far  as  his  fortune  is  concerned,  is 
liberal  and  public-spirited,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


OSEPH  DUNEAP,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Jennings  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  March  26,  1815.  His 

grandfather,  Robert  Dunlap,  who  came  from 
Ireland,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
Washington  county,  and  was  the  father  of 
three  children — James,  Joseph,  and  Polly.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a farm  of  120  acres,  which 
he  cleareu  up  from  the  woods,  and  on  which 
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he  died  at  an  advanced  age,  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his  wife  was 
also  a member.  Joseph  Dunlap,  second  son 
of  Robert,  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Washington  county,  Pa.,  was 
a carpenter,  and  married  Nancy  Gory,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Margaret  Gory,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1817  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
in  the  woods  of  Guernsey  county,  where  he 
farmed  and  followed  his  trade  of  carpenter  and 
millwright  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county.  He  and  wife  were  parents  of 
eight  children,  viz:  Mary,  Martha,  Robert, 

Hester,  Joseph,  Thomas,  William  and  Nancy. 
The  father  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Robert, 
in  Jennings  township,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years. 

Joseph  Dunlap,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  a child  of  two  years  when  brought 
to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  by  his  father.  He 
gre.v  to  manhood  among  the  pioneers,  devot- 
ing his  chief  attention  to  farming.  He  attend- 
ed school,  in  all,  about  six  weeks,  and  that 
attendance  was  after  he  had  reached  his 
twentv-first  year  of  age;  but  he  afterward  ac- 
quired a good  education  by  self-teaching. 
July  15,  1842,  he  was  married,  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jane  Jenkings,  who  was 
born  September  9,  1826,  a daughter  of  Presley 
Jenkings,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  lived  to  reach  the  years 
of  maturity,  viz;  Joseph  Presley,  John  W., 
Samuel,  Thomas,  James,  Alfred,  and  Nancy  J. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Dunlap  lived  on  his  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  the  woods  until  November,  1851, 
when  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
eighty  acres  in  the  woods,  now  near  Rush- 
more.  This  land  he  cleared  and  lived  on  until 
1877,  when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of 
102  acres,  which  was  partially  improved,  but 
which  Mr.  Dunlap  further  cleared  up  and 
transformed  into  one  of  tin  m >st  productive 
farms  in  the  township. 
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Mrs.  Jane  (Jenkings)  Dunlap,  having  died 
at  Rushmore,  Mr.  Dunlap  married,  September 
28,  1862,  Mary  Chamberlain,  who  was  born 
May  30,  1834,  daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Mar- 
garet Chamberlain,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children— Godfrey  C.,  Mary  A., 
and  Margaret  M.  The  second  Mrs.  Dunlap 
was  also  called  away,  and  the  third  marriage 
of  Mr.  Dunlap  took  place  February  28,  1870, 
to  Elizabeth  Catherine  Chamberland,  who  was 
born  May  4,  1835,  >u  Putnam  county,  and  the 
children  born  to  this  union  were  named  Alex- 
ander, Wesley,  Martha,  and  Edward.  God- 
frey Chamberlain,  the  father-in-law  of  Mr. 
Dunlap,  and  his  wife,  Margaret  (Weller) 
Chamberlain,  were  born  in  New  Jersey.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children  who  were 
named,  respectively,  William,  Margaret,  Peter, 
John,  Henry,  Elizabeth  C.,  Nancy  J.,  and 
James  I).,  of  whom  all  reached  maturity  (ex- 
cepting Peter,  who  died  young),  and  married 
and  reared  families.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  a 
pioneer  of  Jennings  township,  having  settled 
on  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the  year  1838. 
In  religion  he  is  a Presbyterian  and  in  politics 
is  a republican. 


ESTER  DUNLAP,  a substantial 
farmer  of  Jennings  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Union  county  May  16,  1842,  a son  of 
Robert  and  Louisa  (Spain)  Dunlap,  of  Irish 
ancestry.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  in 
1861  came  to  Putnam  county  with  his  father, 
who  located  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  anil  as- 
sisted in  the  clearing  up  of  the  farm  until  1864, 
when  he  enlisted,  May  2,  at  Corner,  under 
Capt.  1.  W.  Patrick,  in  company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Ohio  infantry,  100- 
dav  service,  and  served  until  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  August  27, 
1864,  having  been  on  guard  and  patrol  duty  in 


Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  On 
his  return  home  he  resumed  farming,  and  in 
December,  1864,  he  married  Mary  Young,  who 
was  born  in  July,  1842,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Susan  (Beery)  Young,  the  union  resulting- 
in  the  birth  of  three  children — William  E., 
Emma  J.  and  Rachel  J.  April  20,  1871,  Mrs. 
Mary  Dunlap  passed  from  earth,  and  Mr. 
Dunlap  chose  for  his  second  helpmate  Rebecca 
Huffer,  who  was  born  April  8,  1852,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Keziah  (Neihizer)  Huffer, 
and  to  this  marriage  have  been  born  eight 
children,  namely:  Eliza  A.,  Robert  W., 

George  E.,  Mary,  Louis,  Marion  C.,  Charles 
and  Hulda. 

Mr.  Dunlap  has  always  been  a hard-work- 
ing, industrious  man.  and  by  his  thrift  has 
been  able  to  add  to  his  farm  until  he  now 
owns  100  acres,  all  well  improved  and  culti- 
vated. In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  is 
the  present  township  trustee.  He  is  onblic 
spirited  and  popular,  liberal  and  charitable, 
and  one  whose  integrity  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned. He  is  a skillful  farmer,  and  has  won 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  ever  come 
in  contact.  He  is  a friend  of  education  and 
gives  an  earnest  support  to  both  schools  and 
churches. 

Mrs.  Robert  (Spain)  Dunlap,  mother  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  article,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  March  18, -1815,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  fCole)  Spain,  who  were 
the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  five 
were  born  in  Virginia  and  the  remainder  in 
Ohio,  the  parents  having  come  to  this  state 
about  the  year  1821,  settling  in  Champaign 
county,  where  they  resided  twenty  years,  after 
which  the  father  made  one  or  two  removes, 
and  died  in  Union  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  He  and  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  church.  1 heir 
fourteen  children  weir  named:  Edward  Al- 
medo,  Louisa,  Steple  n A.,  William  J.  Fei- 
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nando,  Eliza  A.,  Matthew,  Hamilton,  Enoch, 
Elijah,  John,  Moses  and  Aaron.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  a true  patriot  and  served  in 
the  war  of  1812;  he  had,  beside,  eight  sons  in 
the  late  Civil  war,  viz:  Almede,  William  J., 
Fernando;  Hamilton,  Elijah,  Moses,  John  and 
Enoch,  of  whom  Hamilton  and  Moses  died  in 
the  service. 

Robert  Dunlap,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  October  29,  1811, 
was  reared  a farmer  and  came  to  Ohio  with 
his  father,  who  settled  in  Guernsey  county. 
He  married  in  his  twenty-ninth  year,  August 
8,  1840,  Miss  Louisa  Spain,  who  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  to  this  union  were 
horn  three  children,  viz:  Sibvl,  Eester  and 
\melia  J.  After  marriage,  Mr.  Dunlap  set- 
tled in  Allen  township,  Union  county,  Ohio, 
on  forty-three  acres  of  land  that  he  reclaimed 
from  the  woods,  and  in  1861  removed  to 
Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam  county.  In 
1864  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  that  he 
reclaimed  from  the  woods  in  Jennings  town- 
ship, Putnam  county;  in  1 864  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  the  farm  on  which  his  son  Lester  now' 
resides,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  latter 
converted  it  into  a fertile  and  beautiful  farm. 
His  death  occurred  in  1884  at  the  age  of 
about  seventy-five  years.  His  aged  widow  is 
nowr  living  with  our  .subject  at  the  age  of 
eighty -one  years,  venerated  as  a typical  pioneer 


er  PHRAIM  R.  EASTMAN,  attorney  at 
law,  of  Ottawa,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  a member  of  the  law  firm  of 
krauss  A-  Eastman,  is  a native  of 
Champaign  county,  Ohio,  and  a son  of  Richard 
and  Christian  (Groves)  Eastman.  Mr.  East- 
man’s maternal  ancestors  came  to  America 
from  Holland  in  the  time  of  the  colonies  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  w'here  many  of  their 
descendants  still  reside.  The  subject’s  grand- 


parents, on  the  mother’s  side,  W'ere  Adam  and 
Catherine  (Zeller)  Groves,  w'ho  located  in  Dela- 
ware county,  Ohio,  with  their  family,  during 
the  ’thirties,  and  remained  there  until  their  emi- 
gration, in  i860,  to  Clinton  county,  Iow'a. 
Adam  and  Catharine  Groves  had  a family  of 
seven  daughters  and  tw’o  sons  who  grew  to 
maturity,  and  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Martin  V.;  Joseph;  Sarah,  wife  of  Fowler 
Long;  Mary,  wdfe  of  Henry  Wise;  Christiana, 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Alvira, 
married  a Mr.  Grover;  Melissa,  wife  of  Z. 
Drake;  Martha,  wife  of  David  Kincade,  and 
Maria,  who  married  a Mr.  Black. 

Reverting  to  the  subject  s paternal  ances- 
tors, it  is  learned  that  he  is  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Joseph  Eastman,  one  of  the  pilgrims 
w'ho  came  to  America  in  the  historic  May 
Flower.  The  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
Jacob  Eastman,  a native  of  Connecticut,  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  located  on 
the  Maumee  river,  about  the  year  1812,  in 
what  is  now  Wood  county,  and  became  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  that  part  ot  the  state.  He 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  near  where 
he  settled,  and  reared  a family,  among  whom 
w'as  Appollos,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Appollos  Eastman  was  reared  amid  pioneer 
surroundings,  married  Barbara  Seger,  daughter 
of  German  parents,  after  which  he  moved  to 
Madison  county,  thence,  later,  to  the  county 
of  Union,  which  was  his  home  until  1861;  in 
that  year  he  emigrated  to  low  a,  in  which  state 
his  death  occurred  in  1879.  I he  wife  of  Ap- 
pollos Eastman  died  in  1887  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years;  her  father,  Abraham 
Seger,  a native  ot  Europe,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  early  childhood,  and  lived  to  the 
phenomenal  age  of  104  years.  l he  following 
are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to  Appollos 
and  Barbara  Eastman:  Jacob,  deceased; 

Richard,  father  of  Ephraim  R. ; Malintha, 
wife  of  Thomas  M.  Osborn.  Oliver;  Ephraim 
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and  Adolierus.  By  a previous  marriage  with 
a Mr.  Beasley,  Mrs.  Eastman  had  three  chil- 
dren— John  A.,  Orri  and  Maria,  widow  of  John 
Parish. 

Richard  K.  Eastman,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  January  7,  1832,  in 
Madison  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  a 
farmer.  He  followed  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture as  long  as  his  health  would  permit,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  various  kinds  of 
lighter  employment.  He  has  spent  his  life  in 
the  counties  of  Madison,  Union  and  Van  Wert, 
and  is  now  living  in  Ottawa.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed in  company  E,  Thirty-first  Ohio  infantry, 
afterward  veteranized,  and  was  honorably  dis-  1 
charged  in  July,  1865.  He  took  part  in  twenty- 
three  heavy  engagements,  aside  from  numerous 
skirmishes,  was  in  the  front  during  the  bloody 
battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  marched  with 
Sherman  to  the  sea  and  participated  in  the 
grand  review  at  Washington  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  On  leaving  the  army  he  returned  to 
Union  county,  where  he  lived  until  1874,  at 
which  time  he  became  a citizen  of  Van  Wert 
countv,  and  later  made  his  home  with  his  son, 
E.  I\.  Eastman,  at  Ottawa.  Mr.  Eastman 
was  a democrat  until  the  Blaine  campaign  in 
1884,  since  which  time  he  has  supported  the 
republican  party;  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 

1.  O.  O.  F.,  1.  O.  R.  M.  and  other  fraternal 
organizations.  Mr.  Eastman  was  married  in 
Champaign  county,  Ohio,  in  1852,  to  Christiana 
Groves,  the  union  resulting  in  seven  children: 
Ephraim  R.,  whose  name  introduces  this  biog- 
raphy; Malintha  E.,  wife  of  Alphonso  Marks; 
John  M.,  Anna  '1'.,  wife  of  Frank  P.  Stewart; 
Martin  K.,  Clara,  wife  of  Owen  Donaldson, 
and  Howard  E.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  Union  county,  Ohio,  August  8,  1868, 
aged  thirty-seven  years. 

Ephraim  R.  Eastman  was  born  May  6,  1854,  1 
grew  to  manhood  in  Union  county,  and  at-  J 
tended  the  public  schools  there  until  Ins  seven- 


teenth year,  when  he  began  receiving  private 
instruction.  So  well  did  he  advance  in  his 
studies,  that  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
the  profession  of  school-teacher,  and  continued 
in  educational  work  for  a number  of  years 
thereafter,  teaching  in  all  about  twenty  three 
terms,  mostly  in  the  county  of  Putnam,  to 
which  he  removed  in  1872.  He  also  gave 
private  instruction  in  the  meantime,  and  kept 
up  his  own  studies,  taking  a full  course  in  his- 
tory, literature  and  the  sciences,  beside  pur- 
suing other  studies  included  in  the  regular 
college  courses.  He  completed  the  Chautauqua 
literary  courses,  and  is  still  a student,  taking 
a course  in  English  literature,  at  this  time, 
under  Prof.  W.  D.  MeClintock,  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Chicago.  From  1879  to  1882,  Mr. 
Eastman  read  law  in  the  offices  of  Wm.  M. 
Randall  and  Henry  Hardy,  of  Defiance,  Ohio, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  m 1885.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Dupont, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1886,  when  he 
came  to  Ottawa,  and  became  associated  with 
David  I.  Brown,  Sr.,  the  firm  thus  constituted 
lasting  until  1887,  at  which  time  he  effo  *ed  a 
co-partnership  with  Mi.  Wm.  C.  G.  Krauss, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Krauss  & Eastman. 
Mr.  Eastman  has  been  successful  in  his  pro- 
fession and  has  won  a commendable  standing 
among  lhe  attorneys  of  the  Putnam  county 
bar.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O F., 
F.  & A.  M.,  and  belongs  to  the  State  Bar  as- 
sociation. 

Mr.  Eastman  was  married  October  18, 1874, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Parrett,  daughter  of 
John  S.  Parrett.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Eastman  are 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz-  Lillie  A.,  who 
graduated  from  the  Ottawa  public  schools,  at- 
tended the  Ohio  State  university  one  year, 
spent  two  years  at  Findlay  college,  and.  was 
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  university, 
Delaware;  Ora  M.,  a graduate  of  the  Ottawa 
public  schools,  class  of  1895;  Maude  E.,  a 
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student  of  the  high  school;  Ivan  L.,  Ethel  I., 
Leroy  E.,  Marie  A.  and  Herbert  P. , living, 
and  Alphonso  M.  and  Dorothea  G.  who  died 
in  infancy  Mr.  and  Mrs  Eastman  and  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church  of 
Ottawa.  Mrs.  Eastman  is  a lady  of  many 
accomplishments,  is  a member  of  the  Ladies’ 
Centennial  Book  club  and  the  National  Con- 
federation of  Women’s  clubs.  Mr.  Eastman 
is  a republican  in  politics,  and  an  active  worker 
m his  party;  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
the  principal  promoter  of  tha  Ottawa  Home 
& Savings  association,  was  elected  its  first 
secretary  and  still  fills  the  position.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  and  is  still  a di- 
rector in  the  Putnam  county  abstract  company. 
From  the  time  of  his  first  experience  in  teach- 
ing, he  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  a 
compulsory  school  law  and  a system  of  county 
superintendence  of  schools.  He  also  advocates 
such  reform  in  the  state  school  system  as  to 
make  every  grade  of  school  a step  toward  the 
university;  and  that  the  government  ought  of 
right  to  control  all  great  highways  and  all 
natural  monopolies,  and  that  such  highways 
and  monopolies  should  be  managed  by  the 
nation,  state  or  municipality,  as  the  nature  of 
each  case  may  require,  in  such  manner  as  to 
give  the  great  mass  of  the  people  all  benefits 
accruing  therefrom  at  cost. 


OHN  M.  EASTMAN,  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a pioneer  family,  and  one 
of  the  wide-awake  young  farmers  of 
Monroe  township,  is  well  known  in  this 
portion  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
life  has  thus  far  been  passed.  Several  gener- 
ations of  his  ancestors  have  been  pioneers  in 
the  Buckeye  state,  where  they  have  aided  ma- 
terially in  the  task  of  converting  the  wilder- 
ness into  the  beautiful  and  fertile  country 
which  tin.  section  now  represents. 


Aplas  Eastman,  our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Vermont,  but 
in  early  life  he  came,  in  company  with  his 
parents,  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Champaign 
county.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Barbara  Sager. 
They  made  their  home,  for  many  years,  in 
Union  county,  Ohio,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Iowa,  where  he  died.  He  was  in  politics  a 
Jacksonian  democrat,  and  in  Union  county, 
Ohio,  he  was  a man  of  wealth  and  influence. 

Richard  K.  Eastman,  father  of  subject, 
was  borh  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  Janu- 
ary 8,  1830.  He  was  reared  upon  the  pa- 
ternal farmstead,  but  after  attaining  maturity 
he  became  a mechanic  and  has  found  occupa- 
tion in  this  line  of  endeavor,  proving  success- 
ful in  his  efforts.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war  of  the  Rebellion  lie  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  company  K,  Thirty-first  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  and  was  in  the  western  divis- 
ion of  the  Union  army,  under  Gen.  Sherman, 
where  he  saw  four  years  of  active  service. 
He  participated  in  the  entire  campaign  which 
led  up  to  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Atlanta;  was 
with  Sherman  in  his  memorable  march  to  the 
sea,  and  saw  much  active  service.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  hymeneal  partner  be- 
ing Miss’  Christine  Groves,  who  was  born  in 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  in  18J9,  her  father 
being  Adam  Groves.  The  children  of  Richard 
K.  and  wife,  in  the  order  of  birth,  were: 
Ephraim  R.,  Malintha  C.,  wife  of  Alfonso 
Marks;  JohnM.,  Nannie  C.,  wife  of  F.  Stew- 
art; Martin  K. ; Clara,  wife  of  Owen  Donald- 
son; and  Howard  R.  The  mother  was  a de- 
voted member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was 
a loving  wife  and  mother.  I K 1 death,  which 
occurred  August  22,  1869,  was  a sail  blow  to 
the  family.  The  father  later  consummated  a 
second  marriage,  being  united  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Riley,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Retta  and  Lulu,  the  former  of  whom  is 
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deceased,  and  the  latter  still  living  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

John  M.  Eastman,  subject  of  this  memoir, 
was  born  in  Union  county,  Ohio,  January  8, 
1858.  His  early  life  was  passed  upon  the 
farm,  where,  in  addition  to  a careful  home 
training,  he  obtained  a good  common-school 
education.  This  has  been  supplemented  by  a 
practical  training  for  the  affairs  of  life  which 
one  of  his  observant  nature  could  not  fail  to 
acquire.  In  January,  1879,  he  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Annie  Brower,  a native  of  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  August  17, 
1857,  being  the  daughter  of  H.  M.  and  Lydia 
(Crow)  Brower,  respected  citizens  of  that 
section.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  one, 
Susan,  is  deceased.  The  others  are  Daisy  C., 
Essie,  Collie,  Alona,  Effie,  and  Russell.  It 
was  soon  alter  his  marriage  that  our  subject 
located  upon  the  the  farm  now  owned  by  him. 
The  tract  was  practically  unreclaimed,  there 
having  been  only  twelve  acres  cleared,  and  the 
surroundings  were  of  a very  primitive  nature. 
To-day  the  land  is  all  cleared,  well  tiled  and 
provided  with  good  buildings,  all  the  result  of 
personal  endeavor  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Eastman. 
In  the  effort  to  make  a comfortable  home  he 
has  found  a worthy  helpmate  in  the  person  of 
his  estimable  wife.  Mr.  Eastman  is  a repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  while  in  no  sense  a seeker 
after  office,  he  has  still  been  called  upon  by 
his  fellow-citizens  to  perform  duties  of  a pub- 
lic nature.  At  present  he  is  filling  his  second 
term  as  township  trustee,  a position  which  he 
occupies  with  signal  satisfaction  to  his  consti- 
tutents.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  relig- 
ious body,  but  he  lends  his  financial  aid  in 
church  work,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Monroe  township.  As  an  agricul- 
turist Mr.  Eastman  has  few  superiors  in  his 
township,  and  as  a neighbor  his  friendship  is 
never  lacking  in  the  exercise  of  kindly  acts. 


HNDREW  EDELBROCK,  one  of  the 
leading  and  substantial  farmers  of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Anna  M.  Edelbrock  and  was  born  near  Uilda, 
Prussia,  January  6,  1827.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Prussia  and  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and,  marry- 
ing in  1823,  nine  children  blessed  his  union, 
viz:  William,  deceased;  Henry,  a prosperous 
and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Greensburg  township, 
Putnam  county  Ohio,  Andrew,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Louise,  deceased,  Mrs.  Mary  C 
Harlager,  deceased;  Edward,  deceased,  1 heo- 
dore,  an  infant  buried  at  sea  on  the  parents’ 
passage  to  America;  Charles,  living  in  Greens- 
burg township,  and  Frank.  Wil'iam  and  Frank 
were  volunteers  in  the  Thirty-seventh  ( »hio  in- 
fantry, of  whom  Frank  died  while  valiantly 
serving  his  country  in  its  late  war.  Mi  F.del- 
brock  followed  his  occupation  of  farming  in 
Prussia  until  1834,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  Baltimore,  Md. ; 
thence  he  made  his  way  to  Putnam  r unity, 
Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a farm  three  miles 
from  Glandorf,  on  which  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  years  and  died  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him  in  1840.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  church  and 
had  ever  lived  a consistent  and  upright  life. 
The  death  of  his  aged  wife  occurred  about  1864. 

Andrew  Edelbrock,  whom  this  sketch  largely 
concerns,  lived  through  his  early  boyhood  years 
on  the  farm  and  adopted  farming  as  his  life 
occupation.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  ye. us  he 
went  to  Shiloh,  Ohio,  and  was  employed  in 
a tavern  for  a year  and  a half,  after  which  he 
clerked  in  a store,  having  received  what  edu- 
cation he  had  in  the  schools  of  Greensburg 
township,  but  his  education  was  mostly  ob- 
tained by  self  teaching  After  leaving  Shiloh 
he  went  to  Auglaize  < unity,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  employed  as  a teamster  On 
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November  14,  1856,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home,  and  in  i860  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katie  Harlager;  this  union  was  blessed 
with  a number  of  children,  whose  names  are: 
William,  Mrs.  Mary  Ellerbrock,  Frank,  Anna 
(wife  of  George  Northaus,  of  Glandorf),  Ig- 
natius, Barney,  Lena,  John,  Mollie,  Peter, 
Albert  and  Emma — all  living  at  this  writing 
and  prominent  and  active  members  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Kalida.  The  mother  of 
this  family  of  children  was  born  in  Prussia, 
May  12,  1840,  and  was  a year  old  when  her 
parents  came  to  America,  stopping  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  where  she  received  a good  edu- 
cation. In  her  religious  faith  she  was  a con- 
sistent Catholic  from  her  birth.  Her  death 
occurred  August  20,  1892,  which  came  in- 
stantly and  tragically,  having  been  killed  in  a 
runaway  She  was  a woman  of  great  and  un- 
usual force  of  character,  and  her  influence  for 
good  was  felt  wherever  she  was  known.  Faith- 
fid  as  a wife  and  tenderly  loving  as  a mother, 
her  loss  was  keenly  felt  and  her  place  can, 
never  be  tilled  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  had 
so  deeply  and  truly  loved  her. 

Mr.  Edelbrock  had  settled  on  an  unim- 
proved farm  in  Greensburg  township,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  and  in  1870  moved  to 
his  present  home  in  Jackson  township,  where, 
he  owns  a handsome  and  highly  cultivated 
farm,  which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the 
county.  He  has  been  peculiarly  successful 
in  life,  which  he  has  found  to  be  more  than 
ordinarily  worth  living.  Genial  and  social  in 
his  habits,  honorable  and  upright  in  his  deal- 
ings, lu“  is  esteemed  as  a friend  and  neighbor 
and  is  one  of  the  highly  valued  citizens  of  the 
county.  1 'olitically  he  votes  w ith  the  democratic 
party  and  has  received  at  its  hands  a number 
■>!  distinctions  in  the  way  of  township  offices. 
He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Catholic 
church  mul  is  a liberal  and  willing  contribute! 
to  all  good  and  worthy  causes  It  is  of  such 


men  as  Mr.  Edelbrock  that  it  is  said,  “their 
deeds  live  after  them,”  as  they  surely  follow' 
them  through  life  as  blessings  by  the  wayside. 


BRANK  N.  ELLIS  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  F\  N.  Ellis  & Co.,  of  Glandorf, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  manufacturers 
of  bent  work  and  hard-wood  lumber 
and  dealers  in  pine  and  poplar,  and  sash, 
doors  and  blinds.  The  firm  was  formed  May 
16,  1889,  and  succeeded  S.  A.  Ellis  & Co., 
who  founded  the  plant  November  20,  1872. 
It  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  the  kind  in 
the  country,  and  also  does  a large  contracting 
and  building  business. 

Smith  A.  Ellis  was  born  in  Hunter,  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1808,  a son  of  Gid- 
eon and  Hannah  '[Scofield)  Ellis,  of  Welsh  de- 
scent. He  came  to  Ohio  in  1840,  and  located 
in  Huron  county.  In  1852  he  established  a 
bent  w'ood  factory  at  Townsend  station,  which 
he  operated  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county.  Prior  to  1840,  however,  he  had 
been  a railroad  contractor  in  the  days  of  scrap- 
iron  rails,  and  he  also  erected  a number  of 
railroad  bridges  in  the  south  that  were  de- 
stroyed during  the  late  war.  He  was  a well- 
informed  gentleman  and  well  read  on  general 
topics,  and  altogether  domestic  in  his  habits. 
He  carried  on  the  Glandorf  bent  w'ood  works 
until  1889,  when  lie  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
F.  N.  Ellis,  and  V.  Fries,  of  Milan,  Ohio.  He 
died  February  7,  1890,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  the  father  of  eight  children, 
viz:  Nelson,  born  January  1 1832,  and  now 

living  in  retirement  at  Glandorf.  Maryetta,  born 
October  8,  1834,  deceased  wile  of  L.  1).  Yin- 
ing;  Henry  ( .,  born  June  27.  1841,  a con- 
tractor of  Sisterville,  \\  . \ a , Charles  1 . , born 
September  3,  1840,  died  at  tlx  age  of  twelve 
years;  Theodore  G , born  Mar  26,  iS.p),  de- 
ceased, Albert  1\,  born  Julv  28,  1852,  also 
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deceased;  Frank  N.,born  March  31,  1855,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  mother  of  these  children  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Pennybecker.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Fox) 
Pennybecker,  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pa.,  was 
born  August  24,  1814,  and  was  married  August 
13,  1830.  Her  death  took  place  January  8, 
1895. 

Frank  N.  Ellis,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  county, 
and  also  attended  a course  of  business  studies 
at  Sandusky  city.  He  came  to  Putnam  county 
with  lus  father  in  1873,  and  entered  the  bent 
wood  works,  beginning  at  the  bottom  and 
working  for  eight  years  as  a hired  man,  and 
advancing  step  by  step  through  ever)'  branch 
of  the  business  until  he  reached  the  top  of  the 
ladder,  metaphorically  speaking.  He  kept  the 
books  of  the  concern  at  night,  and  in  1882, 
owing  to  his  father's  advanced  age,  he  assumed 
the  management,  and  in  18,89  became  the 
owner.  He  is  a thorough  master  of  every  de- 
tail of  the  business,  can  operate  any  and  every 
piece  of  machinery  in  the  factory,  and  under 
his  supervision  the  concern  has  greatly  enlarged 
the  volume  per  annum  of  its  transactions,  the 
business  having  increased  from  $20,000  to 
$60,000.  Mr.  Ellis  is  also  a half  owner  of  the 
tile  manufactory  at  Glandorf,  the  plant  having 
been  conducted  for  the  past  twelve  years  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Winkelman  A Ellis  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  sizes  and  qualities  of  drain 
tile.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ellis  took  place 
September  7,  1882,  to  Miss  Catherine  M. 

Hornung,  w ho  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
November  5,  1859,  a daughter  of  Eberhart 
and  Mary  (Schierloh)  Hornung,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Cornelius  H. 
In  1891  Mr.  Ellis  erected  at  Glandorf  one  of 
the  finest  modern  dwellings  in  Putnam  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  are  members  of  the  Roman 


Catholic  church  at  Glandorf,  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Ellis  is  a republican.  As  a business  man 
he  enjoys  a reputation  unexcelled  by  any  other 
man  in  the  county. 


OHN  W.  EDWARDS,  a native  young 
farmer  of  Sugar  Creek  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  January  5, 
1871,  and  is  still  a resident  of  the  old 
homestead  on  which  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. He  married  Miss  Z oe  Gardner,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Gardner,  a merchant  of  Vaughns- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Henry  Gardner  is  the  sixth  of  the  sever 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Catherine  Gard- 
ner, natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German 
descent,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1802, 
and  died  in  Bluffton,  Allen  count)',  Ohio,  in 
1863,  and  the  latter,  born  June  19,  1809,  dice 
at  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  April  16,  1887 
The  father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  was 
a militia  captain  at  an  earl)'  day.  In  religion 
he  u'as  a Presbyterian,  while  his  wife  was  an 
adherent  of  the  Lutheran  faith.  Henry  Gard- 
ner was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  Jun 
18,  1840,  and  from  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
until  1890  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
and  then  became  a merchant.  In  1850  the 
father  of  Henry,  Samuel  Gardner,  moved  with 
his  family  to  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  h light  an 
improved  farm,  remained  there  eight  years, 
then  passed  two  years  in  Wayne  county,  and 
finally  settled  at  Bluffton.  Here  Henry  Gard- 
ner enlisted,  in  1861,  in  the  Fouith  Ohio 
cavalry,  served  three  years  in  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  was  honorably  disci:  irged  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  was  married  m 1 866 
engaged  in  hotel  keeping  at  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio,  about  a year,  and  then  settled  in 
Vaughnsville.  lb-  has  served  as  tounshij 
trustee,  as  treasurer  ■ >f  the  school  district,  and 
in  1880  as  census  taker;  he  L now  serving  In? 
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second  year  as  commander  of  G.  A.  R.  post. 
No.  192.  He  married  Miss  Angelina  Calhoun, 
who  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 24,  1845,  a daughter  of  Matthew  and 
Elizabeth  Calhoun,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  five  daughters,  viz:  Minnie,  Carrie,  Zoe 

(Mrs.  Edwards),  Maud  and  Blanche. 

J.  Edwards,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
was  an  early  settler  and  a prominent  farmer  of 
Sugar  Creek  township,  but  is  now  retired  from 
active  business.  He  was  born  in  the  northern 
part  of  Wales  May  30,  1824,  a son  of  Josiah 
and  Margaret  ('Jones;  Edwards.  He  sailed  for 
America  in  1861,  landed  at  New  York,  passed 
six  months  at  Utica,  that  state,  and  the  same 
year  reached  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
farmed  on  rented  land  for  eight  years;  in  1869 
he  came  to  Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam 
county,  and  bought  the  eighty-acre  tract  of  raw 
land  where  he  still  lives,  but  has  developed 
into  a first-class  farm.  In  the  beginning  there 
were  but  two  acres  cleared,  on  which  there 
was  a rough  log  house,  but  now  the  whole 
tract  is  under  fence,  is  tilled  throughout,  and 
the  old  log  cabin  is  replaced  by  a substantial 
modern  two-story  frame  dwelling,  and  the 
commodious  barn  and  out-buildings,  supple- 
mented with  a fine  orchard,  all  combine  to 
make  the  place  a most  desirable  home.  His 
wife,  Susan,  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Edwards)  Breese,  and  was  born  in  Wales  in 
1826;  there  their  marriage  took  place  in  1850, 
and  their  first  child  was  born  January  24,  1851, 
but  died  in  this  country  November  8,  1853; 
their  second  child,  Margaret,  born  in  America, 
April  24,  1856,  and  died  January  20,  1881, 
was  married  to  B.  F.  Thomas,  bore  one  child 
(Josiah  Thomas,  who  has  been  reared  by  Ins 
grandfather  since  five  years  of  age);  the  third 
child,  Joseph  B. , was  born  November  27,  1859, 
and  is  now  1 prominent  farmer  and  trustee  of 
Sugar  Creek  township,  the  fourth  child,  Mar) 
J , was  bom  August  23,  1865,  and  is  the  wile 
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; of  T.  S.  Williams,  a farmer,  and  the  fifth 
j child  is  John  W.,  whose  name  opens  this 
I sketch.  The  father  of  this  family  has  proven 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country,  as  he  enlisted,  in 
1864,  in  the  100-day  service  of  the  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  and  filled  out  his  term  in 
Maryland  arid  in  Washington,  1).  C. ; he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  at  Columbus, 

| Ohio,  and  for  rheumatism  contracted  in  the 
| service  he  now  receives  a small  pension.  Mr. 

Edwards  has  always  been  a republican  in  pol- 
j itics,  but  never  an  office-seeker,  yet,  as  a mat- 
I ter  of  public  duty,  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
j township  trustee  and  other  minor  positions, 
j He  and  his  family  are  devoted  members  of  the 
j Congregational  church,  and  few  people  in  the 
j township  enjoy  a higher  degree  of  respect  than 
1 they.  It  is  related  of  Mr.  Edwards  that  when 
i he  left  Wales  he  borrowed  money  to  pay  pass- 
i age  from  his  minister,  and  that  all  his  wealth 
I has  been  made  since  coming  to  America,  these 
facts  proving  two  important  points,  viz:  that 
Mr.  Edwards  stood  in  good  repute  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  that  he  is  a worthy  citizen  of 
his  adopted  country. 


E LEE  RB  ROCK.  — In 


age  of  Glandorf,  Ger- 


BERDINAND 
the  little  \ 
many,  in  September,  183(4  was  born 
Bernard  Ellerbrock,  who,  when 
twelve  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Ottawa  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where-  his  mother, 
now  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety -eight  tears, 
still  lives.  She  is  comforted  in  her  old  age  by- 
four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Bernard;  Theo- 

dore, a farmer  near  Eeipsic;  Ferdinand,  0111- 
subject;  William,  a farmer  in  Ottawa  town- 
ship; Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Herman  Minnick,  of 
the  same  township,  and  Rat'-  the  wife  of 
bred  Franke,  of  Glandorf.  Bernard  received 
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;i  part  of  his  education  in  the  fatherland.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  learned  the  brick- 
maker’s  trade.  About  1855  he  married  Kate 
Schinpke,  and  located  in  Greensburg  township, 
where  he  farmed  and  ran  a saw-mill.  Here 
he  remained  four  years  and  then  moved  to 
Ottawa  township,  where  he  still  lives.  Their 
marriage  was  blessed  with  ten  children: 
William,  now  living  in  Jackson  township; 
Kate  and  Barney,  both  deceased;  Mary,  the 
wife  ol  Joe  Oppenheim,  who  is  a teacher  in 
Indiana;  Ferdinand,  a farmer  of  Ottawa, 
Ohio;  William,  also  a farmer  in  the  same 
township;  Lizzie,  married  to  Henry  Clerman, 
of  Greensburg  township;  Theodore,  Thersa 
and  Emma,  all  deceased.  His  wife  died  in 
1872,  and  he  married  Mary  Stackshult  in 
1874.  He  is  a member  of  the  Glandorf  Cath- 
olic church,  a democrat  in  politics,  and  held 
the  office  of  township  trustee  several  terms. 

Ferdinand  Lllerbrock  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  received  a common-school 
education  in  Greensburg  township.  In  1879 
he  moved  to  the  present  place  with  his  brother 
William,  where  they  lived  alone  and  farmed 
until  May  4,  1 886,  when  he  married  Lena 
Smeltzer,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  in  October,  i860,  the  daughter  of  Otto 
and  Katherine  (Runser)  Smeltzer,  who  after- 
ward moved  to  Allen  county.  To  this  happy 
marriage  were  born  six  children:  Frank, 

who  died  an  infant;  Daniel,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  months  and  twenty-one  days; 
Barney,  born  January  16,  1890;  George,  born 
May  26,  1 89 1 ; Charley,  born  April  15,  1893; 
Otto,  born  November  23,  1894,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 11,  1895.  After  their  marriage  they 
moved  to  the  place  where  they  now  reside, 
where  he  has  prospered,  and  is  respected  by 
liK  neighbors.  He  is  industrious  and  enter- 
I rising;  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  | 
Kalida  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
.lam  h democrat . 


ENRY  ERHART.  — In  1801 , in  Baden, 
Germany,  in  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  there  was  born  Barney 
Erhart,  who  was  reared  on  a farm 
there  and  given  an  education  such  as  his  par- 
ents were  able  to  give,  and  when  a young  man 
he  came  to  America  and  worked  as  a day- 
laborer  in  Detroit  and  Toledo.  In  the  latter 
city  he  married  Harmonica  Harcourt,  who  was 
born  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  in  1813,  and 
had  come  to  America  alone  when  a young 
woman.  After  their  marriage  the  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Ottawa  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  which  he  had  bought  and  improved. 
Here  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  viz: 
Andrew,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Ottawa  town- 
ship; Henry,  the  subject  of  our  biographical 
sketch;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph.  Fry; 
Joseph,  of  Union  township;  Rosa,  married  to 
II . Ivalf  of  Glandorf;  Lizzie,  the  deceast  ; wife 
of  T.  Miller;  Annie,  deceased,  and  John,  of 
Jackson  township.  On  this  admirable  farm, 
where  their  family  was  born,  the  parents  con- 
tinued to  live  and  prosper  until  death  called 
them  awav,  the  father  m 1883  and  the  mother 
in  1873.  Both  were  faithful  members  d the 
Catholic  church  and  were  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all.  In  politics  Mr.  Erhart  was  a 
democrat. 

Henry  Erhart,  second  son  of  Barney  and 
Harmonica,  was  born  in  Ottawa  township, 
Putnam  county,  on  December  3,  184'.  and 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  given  a 
good  education  in  the  German  schools  of 
Ottawa  township.  In  1865  he  married  Ber- 
nardine,  the  daughter  of  Barney  and  \nnie 
Marie  (Hagaleman)  Barlager.  Bernardino 
Barlager  was  born  in  the  township  in  1845, 
and  as  she  grew  up  was  given  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For 
two  years  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
remained  on  his  father's  farm,  and  then  moved 
I to  the  place  where  they  now  live;  this  had 
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purchased,  and  he  now  set  to  work  clearing  ' 
off  the  heavy  timber  and  removing  the  stumps.  ! 
After  many  long  hard  days’  work  he  could  see  I 
his  labor  being  rewarded.  He  now  has  a fine  j 
farm,  which  he  has  improved  and  keeps  in  a i 
fine  state  of  cultivation,  on  which  he  has  built  | 
good  buildings,  the  signs  of  a prosperous  and 
careful  farmer.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  and 
other  local  offices.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  church  and  have  been  j 
blessed  with  eight  children,  viz:  Frank,  born  j 

March  18,  1866;  Caroline  December  3,  1867; 
William,  December  12,  1871;  Mollie,  No- 

vembers, 1873;  Lizzie,  February  19,  1877; 
Mamie,  March  1,  1880;  Cornelia,  January 
1,  1884;  Francis,  August  21,  1887.  Mr. 

Erhart  is  a progressive  and  industrious  farmer 
and  is  highly  esteemed  and  honored  by  his 
neighbors,  atlends  carefully  to  affairs  at  home 
anil  is  willing  to  assist  in  all  worthy  enterprises. 


OHN  \Y.  ERNST,  the  accommodating 
'proprietor  of  the  leading  livery  barn  at 
Continental,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Monroe  township,  Allen  county, 
October  1,  1864.  His  grandfather,  Henry 

Ernst,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  an  early 
pioneer  of 'Carroll  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  all  the  later  years  of  his 
life,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church, 
and  in  politics  a democrat.  David  Ernst,  son 
of  Henry  and  father  of  John  W.,  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  in  1831, 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  agriculture 
was  his  life-long  pursuit.  He  married  Mary 
Jane  Seibert,  in  Carroll  county.  This  lady 
was  born  in  the  last-named  county  in  1836, 
was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Seibert,  and  bore 
her  husband  the  following  children:  Samuel 

P>  . Sarah,  Oliver  A..,  Saloma,  John  W.,  Daniel 
C.,  Simon  A.,  Burton  IE,  William  and  Mary 
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B.  After  marriage  David  Ernst  settled  in 
Allen  county,  and  from  that  county  enlisted  in 
defense  of  the  Hag  in  the  late  Civd  war.  After 
Hlling  out  his  term  of  service  he  returned  to 
Allen  county  and  resumed  farming  and  land 
trading,  and.  also  engaged  in  stock-raising — 
a vocation  he  followed  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
He  accumulated  a comfortable  competence 
through  his  own  exertions,  and  being  very  do- 
mestic in  his  habits,  devoted  all  his  time  to  his 
family  and  home,  and  died  in  July,  1892,  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
which  he  invariably  assisted  with  his  means; 
in  politics  he  was  a stalwart  democrat  His 
widow  is  still  residing  on  the  old  home  farm, 
respected  by  all  who  know  her,  and  devoted  in 
her  adherence  to  her  deceased  husband’s  relig- 
ious faith. 

John  W.  Ernst  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  was  an  able  assistant  to  his  parents 
until  he  reached  his  majority.  He  received  a 
very  good  common-school  education,  and  about 
1887  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  his 
present  stand.  Through  his  affability  and 
obliging  disposition  he  has  made  his  establish- 
ment very  popular,  especially  with  the  com- 
mercial public,  and  this  popularity  is  sustained 
by  his  always  being  prepared  to  meet  the  de- 
mands usually  expected  at  a first-class  estab- 
lishment of  this  character.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  Ernst  took  place  September  11,  1892.  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Varner,  who  was  born  in  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Isaiah  Varner, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  one  child — George  E.  Mr.  Ernst  is  a dem- 
ocrat in  his  politics,  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  town  council,  and  is  at  present  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  Beside  his  business 
place,  which  he  has  made  so  popular,  Mr.  Ernst 
owns  a neat  modern  village  residence  and  a 
productive  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Putnam 
I county,  for  the  purchase  of  which  every  dollar 
1 has  been  made  through  his  own  industry.  Mr. 
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Ernst  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county  and  has  a wide  circle  of  sincere 
friends.  He  has  always  been  public  spirited, 
and  has  never  hesitated  to  aid  with  his  means 
any  project  designed  to  benefit  the  general 
community. 


G^YRUS  EYER,  a substantial  farmer  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  count}', 
Ohio,  and  a son  of  ]ohn  and  Abigail 
(Wellover)  Eyer,  was  born  in  Eair- 
lield  county,  Ohio,  October  7,  1837.  By  a | 
former  marriage  |olm  Ever  was  the  father  of 
four  children,  viz:  Mrs.  Adesta  Hamilton,  of  i 

Kalida;  Mrs.  [ane  Piercy,  of  Van  Wert  county; 
Mrs.  Lavina  Dicus,  wife  of  William  l)icus,  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county;  and  a boy 
that  died  in  infancy.  To  the  second  marriage 
of  John  leyer,  which  occurred  about  1833, 
three  children  were  born,  viz:  Charity,  wife 

of  John  Parcels,  of  Kalida;  Cyrus,  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch,  and  Jacob,  also  ol 
Kalida. 

Cyrus  Ever  was  chiefly  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  whither 
his  father  had  removed  from  Fairfield  county, 
and  in  Putnam  county,  where  the  family  set- 
tled in  October,  1853.  He  was  married, 
October  7,  1866,  to  Mary  E.  Jeffrey,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Sidney  Jeffrey,  of  Kalida,  to 
which  union  were  born  seven  children,  viz: 
John,  George,  Charles,  Katie,  Albert,  Russell, 
and  Paul.  Mrs.  Eyer  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  May  23,  1851.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Eyer  Settled  on  his  present  farm, 
where  he  is  still  actively  engaged  in  his  voca- 
tion. In  politics  he  was  formerly  a democrat, 
but  is  now  a stanch  prohibitionist.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  also  a devoted  member,  and  both  are  held 
in  the  highest  estimation,  not  only  by  their 


fellow-members,  but  by  the  community  at 
large.  Jacob  Eyer,  brother  of  Cyrus,  was  a 
gallant  soldier  of  the  late  war,  having  served 
three  years  in  company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 

Cyrus  Eyer,  although  earnest  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  his  political  principles,  has  never 
sought  to  promote  them  through  the  means  of 
office  holding  on  his  own  part,  preferring  to 
leave  the  drudgery  and  honors  of  office  to 
others. 


HILLIP  FEICK  (or  Pike,  as  the  name 
has  been  Anglicized)  is  a prominent 
and  enterprising  young  farmer  of  Van 
Buren  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstad*,  Ger- 
many, December  20,  1835.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  came  with  his  mother  to 
America,  remaining  for  a short  time  only  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  then  moving  to  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  where  the  mother  bought  a 
small  tract  of  land,  on  which  she  and  h<  r fam- 
ily lived  until  1852,  when  she  sold  out  and 
brought  her  family  to  Putnam  county,  where 
she  purchased  a tract  of  140  acres  of  wood- 
land, built  a cabin  and  improved  a farm.  In 
1854  Phillip  Pike  began  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter trade,  which  he  followed  until  1879,  made 
his  home  with  his  mother,  and  in  the  latter 
year  married  Miss  Martha  ].  Wynekoop.  who 
was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  December  23, 
1839,  a daughter  of  Isaac,  and  Margaret 
(Snyder)  Wynekoop,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  located  in  Stark  county  at  a very  early 
period,  and  about  1846  moved  to  Gilboa, 
Putnam  county,  where  Mr.  Wynekoop  followed 
his  trade  of  carpenter  up  to  old  age,  an  ',  then 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  1876.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wynekoop  were  born  eleven 
children,  as  follows-  Martha  J . , now  Mrs. 
Phillip  Fike;  William  P\,  of  Missouri;  A fissa 
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Y , wife  of  Jacob  Fike;  Sarah  E.,  married  to 
Nathan  Wallace;  John  W.,  real  estate  agent 
in  Seneca  county,  Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  Ira  L. 
Hannon,  of  California;  Isaac  M.,  merchant  at 
Kieferville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Viola  A., 
wife  of  A.  Phillips,  of  Gilboa,  Ohio;  Charles, 
at  Kieferville,  Ohio,  and  two  infants  that  died 
unnamed.  The  mother  of  this  family  out- 
lived her  husband  about  fifteen  years,  dying 
in  1891. 

Jacob  and  Margaret  (Varnauf)  Feick  were 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  Phillip  Fike.  Jacob 
was  a tailor  by  trade,  also  owned  a small  piece 
01  land  in  Germany  and  hired  it  farmed.  He 
died  in  his  native  province  in  1847,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years,  leaving  a widow  and 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  came  to  America 
together.  These  children  were  named  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret,  who  married  John  Ross, 

both  of  whom  died,  leaving  eleven  children; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Jacob  Wright;  Fred,  who 
served  through  the  late  Civil  war;  Phillip,  our 
subject,  Andrew,  also  a soldier  of  the  late  war, 
Jacob;  Peter,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  George.  The  mother  of  these  children, 
who  was  born  in  1806,  after  undergoing  all 
the  hardships  of  a pioneer  life  in  this  country, 
lived  to  see  her  children  grow  to  maturity,  and 
all,  excepting  the  deceased  soldier,  well  settled 
in  life — her  death  occurring  in  1886. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
three  children,  as  follows:  Cora  L.,  wife 

of  J.  E.  Campbell,  a mechanic  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  George  A.,  a farmer  of  Putnam  county, 
and  William  A.,  nowin  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fike,  in  1859,  moved 
to  Gilboa,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1868,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  his 
present  farm,  all  in  timber,  built  a cabin,  and 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade,  hiring  his 
< learing-done.  He  bought  his  first  horse  m 
1873,  had  ionic  farming  done  as  a starter,  and 
eventually  settled  down  to  the  calling  himself, 
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with  most  satisfactory  results.  He  has  in- 
creased his  possessions  to  160  acres,  of  which 
120  are  all  cleared,  ditched,  tiled  and  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation;  he  has  a commodious 
two-story  modern  frame  dwelling,  a fine  sub- 
stantial barn  and  suitable  out-buildings— all  of 
his  own  construction — and  a good  wind-pump; 
he  also  has  a good  tenement  on  his  premises, 
which  are  but  two  and  a half  miles  from  Leip- 
sic.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  comfortable  in  the  township  and  is  the 
result  of  his  own  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. He  also  owns  a lot  in  Leipsic,  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizc  11s  of 
Van  Buren  township. 


DWARD  G.  FISHER  of  Gn.  ensburg 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England, 
in  the  year  1832.  His  father,  Thomas 
Fisher,  was  a native  of  Lincolnshire,  England, 
and  was  born  in  1811;  the  father  of  Thomas, 
named  Thomas  F.,  was  also  a native  of 
Lincolnshire,  and  all  were  substantial  farmers 
and  stock  raisers.  Thomas  1 . Fisher  the 
grandfather,  married  Matilda  Wilson,  and  to 
them  were  born  Edward,  Mary  and  Thomas. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  died  in  that  faith  in  their  native 
home.  Thomas,  their  youngest  child,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  was  reared 
on  a farm  and  adopted  farming  as  a life  occu- 
pation. In  the  year  1839  Thomas  married 
Ellen  Booby,  a daughter  of  George  and  Eliza- 
beth Booby,  and  Edward  (>.,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Watkins,  Thomas  and  George,  deceased,  were 
the  children  born  to  them.  The  mother  was 
an  English  woman,  was  born  in  Cambridge- 
shire about  the  year  1812,  and  her  parents 
were  natives  of  that  county.  The  father, 
Thomas  Fisher,  was  a well-to-do  and  highly 


* 

■ 

- 


' 


'■  * ' • ' ! ■ " • 

i r v ■ ■■■  • ' * ' *T 


■ ■ r.  i«W  .s* 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


1 08 


respected  farmer  and  a communicant  of  the 
established  church.  He  was  a member  of 
Ancient  Shepherds  and  held  in  high  esteem  by 
his  brethren.  His  death  occurred  in  1851. 

Edward  G.  Fisher  spent  his  early  years  on 
a farm  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  tile  and 
brickmaking.  Mrs.  Fisher,  his  wife,  was 
Elizabeth  Beagle,  a daughter  of  Charles  and 
Priscilla  (Raisin)  Beagle,  and  was  born  in 
Cambridgeshire,  England;  four  children  blessed 
this  union,  as  follows:  Mary,  wife  of  James 
Shannon,  of  Perry  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  Charles,  living  on  the  homestead  in 
Greensburg  township;  Edward,  also  on  the 
home  farm;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Frank 
Sh.irey,  of  Greensburg  township.  The  mother, 
Elizabeth  (Beagle)  Fisher,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 26,  1834;  her  parents  were  both  of 

Cambridgeshire,  England,  the  father’s  birth  oc- 
curring March  17,  181  1.  and  the  mother’s  April 
2,  1812.  Mr  Beagle  was  a butcher  by  occu- 
pation and  ,t  man  of  sterling  qualities.  He 
died  November  15,  1851,  and  the  mother  in 
1874,  both  members  of  the  established  church 
of  England. 

Four  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Fisher, 
with  his  family,  sailed  for  America,  with  a view 
ol  regaining  his  health,  which  was  seriously 
impaired.  Arriving  in  New  York  city,  the)’ 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  for  ten 
vears  he  followed  the  business  of  stone-mason, 
and  then,  in  1870,  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  purchased  a tract  of  unimproved  land,  on 
which  his  present  comfortable  home  now 
stands.  They  cheerfully  endured  the  many 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  built  their  house  of 
logs,  cleared  the  land,  and  in  the  course  of 
time,  by  industry  and  excellent  management, 
found  themselves  pleasantly  situated  in  the 
new  world.  Mrs.  Fisher  is  a member  of  the 
Fnited  Brethren  church  and  Mr.  Fisher  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  any  good  and  worth) 
cause.  He  is  a devoted  member  of  the  I.  O. 


O.  F.,  a democrat  in  politics,  a good  neigh- 
bor, a worthy  citizen,  and  withal  a man  of 
fine,  sterling,  commendable  qualities — is  gen- 
erous and  public  spirited,  and  no  good  or 
worthy  cause  suffers  from  his  neglect.  It  is 
such  men  that  diave  made  Greensburg  town- 
ship pre-eminently  good. 


ANIEL  M.  FOLTZ,  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio,  and  a leading  hardware  dealer, 
was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
January  3,  1844.  His  parents  were  Jaco'  and 
Sarah  (Liverode)  Foltz,  the  father  having  been 
a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  motner  of 
Ohio.  From  Stark  county  they  removed  to 
Cuyahoga  county  in  1846,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Independence  township  and  there  the 
mother  died  in  1858.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Jacob  Foltz  followed  various  callings  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  for  a number  of 
years  and  died  at  Burning  Springs,  West  Ya., 
about  1885.  To  the  parents  eight  chi’dren 
were  born,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  in 
Independence  township  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
and  attended  the  common  district  schools. 
After  his  mother's  death  he  began  life  for  him- 
self by  entering  his  uncle’s  dr) -goods  store  at 
Independence.  He  was  next  with  an  mcle 
who  was  a coal  dealer  a Massillon,  Ohio,  with 
whom  he  remained  up  to  the  time  of  the  late 
war.  In  i860  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
joined  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  close  to  Leipsic.  In  August, 
1861,  at  Ottawa,  he  enlisted  in  comp,  ny  I, 
Forty-ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  served  until  December,  1865,  being  dis- 
charged from  the  service  as  regimental  quarter- 
master. He  was  made  corporal  upon  cut  ring 
the  servict  and  soon  afterward  w as  promoted 
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sergeant,  then  orderly  sergeant,  then  second 
lieutenant,  and  then  first  lieutenant  and  finally 
regimental  quartermaster.  He  held  a captain’s 
commission  but  was  never  mustered  in  as  such. 
After  leaving  the  service  he  returned  to  Ottowa 
and  engaged  in  the  milling  business  at  that 
place  with  his  father.  For  over  twelve  years 
he  continued  in  the  milling  business  at  different 
points  in  Putnam  county,  spending  nine  of 
these  years  in  Leipsic.  He  then  went  on  a 
farm  near  Columbus  Grove,  where  he  remained 
seven  years.  In  February,  i 88 1 , he  came  to 
Columbus  Grove  and  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  with  j.  M.  Crawford,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Crawford  & Foltz.  Tin's  partnership 
continued  for  about  nine  years,  since  which 
tune  Mr.  Foltz  lias  been  in  the  same  business 
by  himself 

Mr.  Foltz  was  married  near  Gilboa,  Put- 
nam county,  1868,  to  Isadore  Kline,  who  was 
born  in  Wayne  comity,  Ohio.  To  their  union 
four  children  have  been  born,  as  follows: 
Emma  Belle,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
months;  Della,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  Mae  and  Dora.  Miss  Mae  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Columbus  Grove  schools.  She 
was  also,  for  a time,  a student  at  Ada,  Ohio 
She  has  taught  school  in  Columbus  Grove  and 
neighborhood  for  a number  of  years.  Miss 
Dora  graduated  from  the  Columbus  Grove 
school,  after  which  she  attended  college  at 
Wooster,  Ghio.  She  graduated  from  the 
AVestern  university  at  Evaston,  111,  in  1894,  is 
now  a student  at  Oxford,  and  during  vacation 
conducts  classes  in  elocution.  Mr.  Foltz  and 
family'  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  K.  and  National 
Union.  He  served  one  year  as  trustee  of 
Sugar  Creek  township,  and  in  1895  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Pleasant  township.  Mr.  Foltz  is 
in  politics  a republican  and  he  and  family 
enjoy  the  respect  of  the  entire  community  in 
which  they  reside. 


EIDER  JONATHAN  GILLIS  FORD, 
of  Jennings  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Phebe 
(Kibbey)  Ford,  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  April  28,  1823,  and  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Putnam  county  in  Septem- 
ber, 1834,  the  year  after  the  county  was 
organized.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  among 
the  pioneers  and  shared  with  them  all  the  pri- 
vations and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  frontier  log 
school-house,  as  a supplement  to  that  which 
had  been  given  him  in  Warren  county,  and  he 
was  thus  tutored  during  the  winters  until  he 
reached  his  eighteenth  year.  He  labored  man- 
fully on  the  home  place,  doing  much  to  redeem 
it  from  the  wilderness,  until  his  marriage, 
February  12,  1846,  at  the  residence  of  her 
father  in  Kalida,  with  Miss  Marinda  Hicks, 
who  was  born,  October  21,  1825,  in  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Ezra  and  Julia  E. 
(Lincoln)  Hicks,  who  came  to  Putnam  county- 
in  the  spring  ol  1835,  and  settled  on  160  acres 
in  the  woods  of  Union  township. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ford,  with  hi1-  wife, 
lived  with  his  mother  for  a year, and  then  rented 
land  near  Gomer,  and  in  March,  1848,  settled 
on  forty  acres  he  had  purchased  the  previous 
year  in  the  wild  woods.  Here  he  erected 
his  cabin,  cleared  off  the  land  and  developed 
a splendid  farm,  increased,  in  after  years, 
through  his  own  labor  and  that  of  his  children, 
to  200  acres,  now  the  pride  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford,  Ezra,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  the  youngest,  John  James,  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  Ann  Roller,  the  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Ford,  was  born  February  27,  1846,  near 

Springfield,  Ohio,  a daughtei  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Minna)  Rohrer.  Daniel  Rohrer 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German 
descent,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  Ohio 
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and  located  in  Clarke  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  a blacksmith,  many 
years.  He  and  wife  were  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  viz:  Mary  E.,  Sarah  A.,  Jacob  C., 
John  H.,  David  W,,  William  J.,  Frank  P., 
Samuel,  Susan  C.,  Charles,  Emma  J.,  and 
two  that  died  in  infancy,  Mr.  Rohrer  came 
to  Jennings  township,  Putnam  county,  in  1858, 
and  bought  120  acres  of  land  in  the  forest,  of 
which  he  succeeded  in  making  a beautiful 
home.  Mr.  Rohrer  was  instantly  killed  by  a 
falling  tree,  November  19,  1866,  when  but 
forty-eight  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Ford  has  been  a preacher  in  the  Pre- 
destinarian  Baptist  church  for  many  years, 
and  is  now  pastor  of  two  charges— Sugar 
Creek  and  Darby  Run,  and  during  the  last 
eleven  years  has  traveled  over  18,000  miles  in 
the  exercise  of  his  clerical  duties.  In  politics 
he  is  a democrat,  and  has  served  several 
terms  as  township  trustee.  He  is  naturally  a 
promoter  of  all  educational  enterprises.  He 
is  the  father  of  sixteen  living  children  and  of 
two  that  have  passed  away,  and  it  may  be 
well  surmised  that  the  living  ones  have 
been  reared  “in  the  way  they  should  go.” 
To  nine  of  them  he  has  given  $600  each  on 
starting  in  life.  At  the  risk  of  some  slight 
repetition,  we  present  here,  in  full,  the  gene- 
alogy of  the  Ford  family,  as  prepared  some 
years  since  by  the  reverend  and  venerable  sub- 
ject himself. 

Genealogy  of  the  Ford  Family. - 
About  the  year  of  1774  or  1775  three  broth- 
ers (young  men),  by  the  name  of  Ford, 
the  Christian  names  of  only  one  of  whom  is 
now  remembered,  namely,  Richard,  came  from 
England  to  America  and  settled  in  Virginia — 
or  Maryland.  One  of  them  married,  and  soon 
after  all  three  brothers  enlisted  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary cause,  joining  the  same  company  and 
enduring  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a 
long  and  tedious  war  together. 


At  the  close  of  the  war  Richard  settled  in 
Delaware,  married  Mary  Gillis,  and  had  five 
children  born  to  him  by  her,  viz:  Henry, 

November  15,  1780;  Elijah,  August  6,  1782; 
Jonathan,  [une  12,  1784;  Amelia,  June  10, 
1786,  and  Joseph,  March  2,  1797. 

Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Ford,  died  January 
18,  1808.  About  a year  after  her  death 

Richard  started  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and 
was  killed  on  the  road  by  being  run  over  by  a 
wagon.  Henry  was  married  to  Susanna  Arm- 
strong in  1805,  and  had  seven  children.  He 
died  July  7,  1839,  and  his  wife  died  January 
12,  1859.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  born  June  S,  1806,  and  married  to 
Adam  Simington;  Mary,  born  March  1 1 1 80S, 

and  married  Isaac  Cochran;  Susanna,  born 
August  7,  1 8 10,  and  married  |olm  E Bell; 
Richard,  born  October  28,  1812,  and  married 
Cintha  Ann  Ludlum;  Amelia  A.,  born  March 
I,  1815,  and  married  Nathan  Snook;  Henry, 
born  May  2,  1817,  and  married  Dorcas  Coburn, 
and  James  A.,  born  July  11,  1819,  am'  mar- 
ried Mary  Jane  Simington. 

Elijah  Ford  was  married  to  Jerusha  Kibbey, 
Augusts,  1 81  1,  and  had  twelve  children,  six 
boys  and  six  girls.  Elijah  died  Januar;  19, 
1831,  and  Jerusha  died  February  26,  1843. 
The  children  of  Elijah  and  Jerusha  Ford  come 
in  rotation  as  follows:  Phebe,  born  August  1 3, 

1813,  and  married  [olm  Ferman;  Richard, 
born  April  2,  1815,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Ann  McFerren;  Julia  Ann  was  born  February 
24,  1817,  and  married  William  Penquite; 

Jemima,  born  March  16,  1818,  and  married 
James  McFerren;  Ephriam,  born  December  1, 
1820,  and  married  Sophia  Cline;  Sarah  A., 
born  May  13,  1821;  Samuel  1).,  born  May  31, 
1823,  and  married  Margaret  E Wells:  Har- 
riet P.,  born  October  1 1,  1824;  Claudius  W., 
born  March  1,  1826,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Hale  for  his  first  wife,  second  not  kr  >wn; 
John  P.,  born  Octobi  i 1 1,  1827.  and  married 
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Emma  Hewitt;  Mary  E.,  born  May  17,  1829, 
and  married  Preston  Bishop,  and  Elijah  G., 
born  January  27,  1831,  and  married  Sarah 
Moon. 

Amelia  was  married  to  Daniel  O’Donnell, 
and  whether  they  had  children  is  not  known. 
Jonathan  was  married  and  had  two  daughters. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph,  was  mar- 
ried to  Phebe,  youngest  daughter  of  Capt. 
Ephraim  Kibbey  and  also  sister  to  Jerusha 
Kibbey,  mentioned  above.  He  and  his  wife 
had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Jerusha  Ann 

K.,  born  June  2,  1821;  Jonathan  G.,  subject 
of  this  sketch,  born  April  28,  1823;  Alexander 
B.,  born  September  11,  1823,  and  died  in 
August,  1 845 ; Julia  Ann  Lucinda,  born  Octo- 
ber 16,  1827,  died  February  1,  1894;  John 
M.,  November  26,  1829,  Elijah  C.,  May  6, 
1832;  Joseph  R.,  born  February  17,  1835,  and 
died  March  18,  1838;  Ephraim  K.,  born  Oc- 
tober 13,  1837,  and  died  in  Kansas;  Joseph  H. 
H.,  born  September  20,  1840,  and  Benjamin 
F.,  December  25,  1843.  Joseph  Ford,  Sr., 
died  September  25,  1845,  and  Phebe,  his 
wife,  died  April  21,  1856. 

Jerusha  A.  K.  Ford  was  married  to  Aquila 
Guffy,  November  1,  1838,  and  leaves  five 
children  living  at  this  time,  as  follows:  Joseph, 
Nancy  Jane,  Phebe  A.,  Sarah  Lucinda  and 
Mary  Marinda. 

Joseph  Guffy  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Sheets,  July  4,  1869,  and  has  three  children, 
viz;  Alpha,  Ada  E.,  and  Ida  M.  Nancy  Jane 
was  married  to  Jesse  Sheets,  June  7,  i860, 
and  has  seven  children,  as  follows:  Lillie, 
(deceased)  Eva  Ann,  Scott  C.,  Olive  D., 
Loretta,  Mena  M.,  and  Myrtle. 

Phebe  A.  Guffy  was  born  July  23,  1842, 
and  was  married  to  Andrew  A.  Burk,  April  16, 
1866.  They  have  three  children  living  as  fol- 
lows: Almira,  Annie,  and  Clyde.  Aquilla 
Guffy,  died  April  4,  1862.  Jerusha  A.  K.,  Ins 
wife,  moved  with  her  family  from  Putnam 


county,  Ohio,  to  Nemaha  county,  Kan.,  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  1864.  Her  family  still  re- 
main there  but  she  came  back  and  married 
Michael  Weaver  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  in 
the  year  1874.  Sarah  Lucinda  was  married  to 
David  Funk,  August  28,  1863,  and  has  three 
sons,  names  forgotten.  Mary  M.  was  married 
to  W.  A.  Shaffer,  February  22,  1872,  and  has 
three  children  as  follows:  Laura  J.,  Joy  and 
Ira. 

Jonathan  G.  Ford.  (See  sketch  preced- 
ing). Following  are  the  names  of  his  children: 

Joseph,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  G.  Ford, 
was  married  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hunt,  August 
16,  18681  and  went  to  Kansas  the  same  fall. 
They  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Benjamin 
F.,  born  November  29,  1869;  Clara  E.,  Oc- 
tober 9,  1874;  Amanda  Edith,  September  4, 
1877;  Lula  and  Jonathan  Mason.  Ezra  was 
married  to  Margaret  E.  Evans,  July  24,  1873 
and  had  no  children. 

Julia  Ann  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Jona- 
than W.  Poast,  August  30,  1868,  and  has  three 
children;  as  follows:  Willie,  born  December 
27,  1871,  Myrtle,  January  13,  1874,  and 

Mary  A.  William  Ford  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet A.  Evans,  December  14,  1876;  they  have 
five  children,  viz:  Joseph  W..  Mabel.  Russell, 
Bessie,  Clifford. 

Julia  Ann  Lucinda  Ford  was  married  to 
Isaac  H.  Clevenger  March  14,  1874.  They  have 
seven  living  children,  as  follows:  Benjamin  L., 

born  February  16,  1848;  Elizabeth,  August  29, 
1850;  William  H.,  December  22,  1853;  Joseph 
F.,  April  13,  1856;  Richard  E.,  May  2,  1858; 
Mary  J.,  March  2,  i860,  and  Amanda  M., 
January  1,  1862. 

Benjamin  L.  Clevenger  was  married  to 
Mary  Rimer,  and  they  have  four  children,  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  names  and  ages  not 
known. 

Elizabeth  Clevenger  was  married  to  Abra- 
ham Funk  December  15,  i860,  and  they  have 
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two  children  living,  viz:  Edna  V.,  born  Octo- 

ber 7,  1870,  and  Lowell,  October  4,  1877. 

William  Clevenger  was  married  to  Ellen 
Griffith,  and  has  one  boy,  named  Carl.  Joseph 
Clevenger  was  married  to  Clara  Sarber,  and 
has  one  boy.  John  M,  Ford  was  married  to 
Margaret  Huffman  April  14,  1849;  they  have 
three  children,  as  follows:  Arminda,  married 

to  John  Coler,  and  living  in  Iowa;  John  A., 
and  Joseph  F. 

Margaret,  wife  of  John  M.  Ford,  cl ied  in 
December,  1859.  John  M.  was  married  to 
Eliza  Shaffer  May  6,  i860,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Jennie,  born  February  22,  1861.  He 

moved  his  family  from  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
to  Nemaha  county,  Kan.,  in  the  year  of  i860, 
and  remains  there.  John  A.,  son  of  John  M., 
was  married  to  Lizzie  F.  Gravatt  December 
16,  1873,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  as 
follows:  Blanch,  born  July  31,  1875,  and  j 

Edna,  March  1,  1877. 

Elijah  C.  Ford  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Pyers,  December  27,  1857,  and  has  children 
as  follows:  W.  W.,  born  October  27,  i860; 

Julia  Alvin,  January  1,  1862;  Joseph  G.,  De- 
cember 21,  1863;  Franklin  W.,  October  18, 
1865;  Lewis  M.,  October  21,  1867;  Mary  E., 
March  3,  1870,  and  Phebe  Dora,  September 
18  1872. 

Joseph  H.  H.  Ford  went  to  Kansas,  and  was  J 
married  to  Mary  J.  Shaffer  December  30,  1866, 
and  has  four  children  living,  viz:  Edwin  Van 

Loo,  born  January  19,  1869;  Myrtle  May,  j 
April  17,  1871;  Roy,  March  30,  1874,  and  I 
Maud  Edith,  December  28,  1875. 

Benjamin  F.  Ford  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Good  February  3,  1867.  and  has  five  children, 
as  follows:  Emma  J.,  born  November  19, 

1867;  Ulysses  C.,  April  26,  1870;  Alfred  R., 
April  27,  1872;  Lulie  B.,  September  25,  1874, 
and  Sarah,  January  15,  1878. 

Lewis  A.  Ford  married  Martha  knowsburg,  | 
and  lives  in  Nemaha  county,  Kan.  Benjamin  ! 


married  Olive  Deffenbaugh,  lives  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  and  has  four 
children.  Amanda  married  Lew  Lee,  a farmer 
of  Allen  county,  and  has  two  children.  Phebe 
married  Albert  Mohler,  a school-teacher  at 
Middlepoint,  Van  Wert  county,  and  Marinda 
married  William  Clawson,  and  has  one  child. 


AMES  FOLEY.-  The  Foley  family  has 
g]  long  been  identified  with  American  his- 
fo  W tory,  the  original  ancestor,  John  Foley, 
grandfather  of  James  and  Robert 
Foley,  of  Kalida,  having  been  born  in  Ireland, 
and  having  come  to  the  United  States  shortly 
after  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Virginia.  There  he  espoused,  in  mar- 
riage, Chloe  Whitley,  a native  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  a daughter  of  James  and  Chloe 
Whitley.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  John  Foley 
lived  to  attain  a remarkable  longevity,  her 
death  occurring  at  the  age  of  1 1 2 years.  John 
Folej'  became  one  of  the  elderly  pioneers  of 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  having  emigrated  from 
Virginia,  in  1808,  and  having  conveyed,  his 
family  and  effects  to  the  Buckeye  state 
through  the  medium  of  the  primitive  inodes  of 
conveyance  then  in  use — making  the  long- 
journey  by  the  means  of  wagons.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Franklin  count)  four 
years,  and  in  1812  he  embarked  in  the  tannery 
business  in  the  village  of  Franklin,  continuing 
in  this  line  of  enterprise  for  a number  of  years, 
after  which  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Norwich  township,  m which  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  In  his  political  adher- 
cncy  he  was  an  old-line  whig,  was  a man  of 
influence  in  his  party  and  held  many  import- 
ant offices  of  local  trust,  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while  his  wife 
held  to  tin  Presbyterian  faith. 

William  Foley,  son  of  the  above  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  upon  attaining  matur- 
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ity  continued  to  follow  the  same  important 
line  of  industry.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  his 
patriotism  and  loyalty  are  shown  in  the  fact 
that  he  bore  arms  in  defense  of  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812.  During  a portion  of  his 
service  he  was  engaged  in  transferring  ammuni- 
tion and  arms  from  Circlevide,  Ohio,  to  De- 
troit, Mich.,  for  the  use  of  troops  stationed 
there  and  in  the  vicinity.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Susan  Bur- 
man,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eve  Hurnian,  and 
of  this  union  nine  children  were  born,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz:  Mrs.  Ellen 

Keller,  deceased;  Aaron;  Janies,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  John,  who  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  .Portland,  Ore.,  where  he  still  resides; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Garrett,  of  Franklin 
county,  Ohio;  Chloe,  deceased;  and  Robert,  of 
Kalida.  After  his  marriage  William  Foley 
settled  on  a .farm  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio, 
and  during  the  residue  of  his  life  he  continued 
to  be  conspicuously  identified  with  agri- 
cultural interests.  Like  his  father  he  was  al- 
lied with  the  whig  party,  and  he  was  a loyal 
soldier,  a useful  citizen,  and  a man  who  was 
honored  and  respected.  Religiously  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Mrs.  Foley  entered  into  eternal  rest  in  March, 
1834,  and  her  husband  in  October,  1837. 

James  Foley,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
review,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio, 
October  29,  1820,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  When  only  twelve 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Foley  assisted  on  the  work 
of  the  National  turnpike  road,  extending  be- 
tween Washington,  Baltimore  and  St.  Louis, 
being  engaged  on  that  section  which  traversed 
Franklin  county.  In  his  early  youth  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  gunsmith’s  trade, 
which  Ik  followed  lor  two  or  three  years.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  bade,  adieu  to  the 
parental  home  and  for  about  five  years  trav- 


eled over  the  United  States,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Franklin  county,  and  was  here 
employed  at  the  mason’s  trade  for  a number 
of  years.  In  March,  1846,  occurred  his  mar- 
riage to  Reoda  Grooms,  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Harmon  and  Rhoda 
Grooms.  ' The  offspring  of  this  union  wras  six 
children,  viz:  John  Taylor,  a farmer  at 

Kalida;  Louis,  farming  in  Michigan;  William, 
a farmer  of  Dupont;  Lavona,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  McClure,  deceased:  and  James  W., 
a painter  a Kalida.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  retained  his  residence  in  Putnam 
countv  until  1853,  after  which  he  came  ter 
Kalida,  where  he  effected  the  purchase  of  over 
300  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  which 
tract  w'as  practically  uncleared.  By  well  direct- 
ed labor  he  has  cleared  and  improved  the  farm, 
which  is  now  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  in  this  section  of  the  state,  the  family 
residence  being  one  of  attractive  character. 
His  first  wife  died  in  1862,  and  in  January, 
1864,  Mr.  Foley  consummated  his  second  mar- 
riage, being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Lavina  (Coit) 
Bedine,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Hulda  Wood- 
ruff) Coit.  She  was  born  near  the  line  of 
Franklin  and  Fairfield  counties,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  former  county,  and 
on  the  2 2d  of  February,  1848,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  John  Bedine.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  one  survives, 
Jennie,  wife  of  Morris  Ayers,  a resident  of  De- 
troit, Mich.  In  1853  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedine 
located  near  Columbus,  this  state,  where  they 
resided  until  1856,  when  they  came  to  Kalida, 
where  the  husband’s  death  occurred  in  1861. 
After  his  second  marriage  our  subject  continued 
his  residence  at  Kalida. 

In  his  political  adherence  Mr.  Foley  has 
ever  been  a stanch  supporter  ol  the  republican 
party,  having  cast  his  lirst  presidential  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  an  1 also  having  had 
the  satisfaction  of  voting  lot  the  illustrious 
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grandson  of  that  famous  hero.  Our  subject 
has  served  for  a number  of  years  as  township 
trustee,  while  he  was  also  one  of  the  incorpo- 
rators of  the  town  of  Kalida.  Mr.  Foley  was 
present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
magnificent  new  state  capitol,  and  was  one  of 
the  sub-contractors  in  its  erection,  and  was 
identified  with  the  work  for  a period  of  some 
fifteen  years,  furnishing  material,  supplies,  etc. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  has  always  been  known  as  an  up- 
right, progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
Mr.  Foley  has  been  signally  alive  to  the  inter- 
ests of  this  state,  and  has  assisted  in  the  rais- 
ing of  money  for  the  carrying  through  of  four  j 
different  railroad  lines,  being  ever  ready  to 
lend  both  iniluence  and  tangible  assistance  to 
any  worthy  cause. 

In  i <S 5 5 Mr.  Foley  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  consecutively  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming  until  1861,  when 
he  became  prominently  identified  with  the 
handling  of  live  stock,  at  the  same  time  con- 
ducting a profitable  business  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick  and  lime.  His  retirement  irom 
active  business  life  occurred  about  six  years 
ago.  He  has  lived  at  his  present  home  for  the 
past  forty-one  years,  and  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  state. 


OHN  W.  FOX,  a popular  and  thriving 
merchant  of  Glandorf,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a native  of  the  place,  and  was 
born  October  31,  1855,  a son  of  An- 
thony and  Catherine  (Halker)  Fox,  of  whom 
both  are  deceased,  the  father  having  died  in 
September,  1893,  preceded  by  the  mother  in 
September,  1868.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Alsace,  France,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  about  thirteen  years  of  age;  for  some 
years  he  lived  in  Canton,  Ohio,  where  he 


learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  and  then  came 
to  Glandorf,  where  he  married  Miss  Halker 
and  continued  to  follow  his  trade  until  death 
called  him  away.  Mrs.  Catherine  Fox  was  a 
native  of  Germany  and  came  to  America  when 
a young  girl.  She  bore  her  husband  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Henry  Anthony,  deceased; 
John  W.,  our  subject;  Anthony,  a merchant 
tailor  of  Ottawa;  Lena,  wife  of  Joseph  Halker, 
of  Glandorf;  Anna,  married  to  F.  Kuhlman, 
also  of  Glandorf,  and  Mary,  still  single. 

John  \V.  Fox,  our  subject,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  as  office  boy,  clerk,  etc.,  until 
nineteen  years  old,  when  he  began  learning 
book-binding  with  B.  F.  Wade  X Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  six  years;  lie  then  went  to 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  worked  at  his  trade  a y ar, 
then  visited  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  other 
parts  of  the  west,  spending  a year,  and  then 
went  to  Washington,  lb  C.,  where  he  was  cin- 
l ployed  in  the  government  printing  offi*.  r for 
nine  years  in  the  binding  department,  and  then 
came  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  For  two  years  he  sold 
agricultural  implements  through  the  county, 
and  was  then  appointed  postmaster  oi  Glan- 
dorf,  an  office  he  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned;  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
trade,  also,  a business  he  still  profitable  fol- 
lows, carrying  a full  line  of  staple  and  Lucy 
groceries,  confect'ionerv,  fruits,  cigars,  to- 
bacco, etc. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fox  took  place  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13,  1881,  to  Miss 
Bernardina  Halker,  and  to  tins  union  were 
born  two  children — Luella  and  Margin  ".to. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  away 
November  3,  1894,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
I years,  deeply  mourned  by  her  husband,  who 
I has  since  remained  sim.le.  Politically  Mr. 

' Fox  is  a stanch  republr  an,  and  in  religion  is  a 
I Catholic,  being  a member  of  Saint  j"1  n's 
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church  at  Glandorf.  He  has  made  hosts  of 
friends  in  the  community  in  which  he  has 
passed  so  many  years  of  his  life,  and  as  a busi- 
ness man  his  reputation  is  without  a blemish. 


ENRY  FRIEND.— On  February  9, 
1800,  there  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  Jacob  Friend,  who  was 
given  the  usual  education  of  youths  of 
Germany,  and  then  he  learned  the  weaver’s 
trade.  This  he  followed  until  he  reached  the 
age  at  which  his  fatherland  called  him  to  enter 
the  army.  He  served  his  country  faithfully  for 
three  years,  and  after  being  honorably  dis- 
charged he,  in  1832,  emigrated  and  came  to 
America,  and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  followed  for  two  years  the  trade  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  land.  In  1833  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Hettrick,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
mane in  1802,  and  had  come  to  Pennsylvania 
m 1832.  This  young  married  couple  dared  to 
brave  the  wilds  of  the  west,  crossed  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  and  in  1834  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  near  Fort  Jen- 
nings, where  they  lived  for  two  years,  when 
they  purchased  the  place  on  which  Henry 
Friend,  the  subject,  now  lives.  Their  labor 
prospered,  and  they  were  soon  able  to  pur- 
chase and  clear  more  land.  This  he  farmed 
until  1869,  when  he  retired  from  the  active 
cares  of  farming  and  moved  to  Fort  Jennings, 
where  he  lived  sixteen  years,  and  was  respected 
by  all.  Death  called  him  in  1885,  but  his 
good  wife  had  preceded  him  fourteen  years. 
He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  served  one 
term  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  also  held  the 
office  of  school  director,  and  served  in  other 
like  capacities.  He  and  his  wife  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  five  children:  Refenic,  the 

faithful  wife  of  Ferdinand  Lininger,  who  lives 


011  a farm  in  Jackson  township  (see  sketch); 
Savilla,  the  wife  of  Christian  Wagner,  of  Fort 
Jennings;  Henry  and  Mary  were  twins  (the  lat- 
ter is  the  widow  of  M.  Redman,  of  Delphos); 
John,  who  is  a farmer  in  Jackson  township. 

Henry  Friend,  the  elder  son,  was  born 
March  25,-  1840,  in  Fort  Jennings,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  given  a good 
education,  and  February  28,  1865,  he  married 
Catherine  Allemeier,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many May  8,  1830,  and  in  1844  had  come  to 
this  country  with  her  parents,  Henry  and  Mary 
(Fordegle)  Allemeier,  who  settled  in  Putnam 
county.  Her  father  was  born  in  1810,  and 
served  three  years  in  the  German  armv,  and 
died  in  1893.  Her  mother  was  also  born  in 
Hanover,  Germany,  December  22,  1800,  and 
still  lives  with  her  daughter  and  son,  and  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  settler  in 
the  county,  and  enjoys  life  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  She  has  one  brother, 
William,  yet  living  in  Jackson  township.  After 
marriage  Henry  Friend  and  Ins  young  wife 
located  on  the  farm  where  they  now  live,  but 
they  only  remained  here  one  year,  when  they 
were  drawn  back  to  the  farm  they  had  com- 
menced life  together  on.  He  now  bought  the 
place  and  continued  to  clear  it,  and  in  1888 
built  their  present  dwelling,  and  has  since  built 
a fine  barn  and  added  many  other  improve- 
ments. He  is  a democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  a school  director,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Fort  Jennings  Lutheran  church.  He  is  noted 
for  being  progressive  and  prosperous.  His 
family  consists  of  six  children,  namely:  Annie, 
who  lives  at  home;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Mauch,  the  cigar  manufacturer  of  Delphos; 
Julia,  wife  of  A.  Kortier,  barber  in  Fort  Jen- 
nings (see  sketch);  Jacob,  Mena  and  Frank, 
who  are  still  at  home,  the  latter  being  a youth 
of  fifteen  years.  These  children  have  all 
been  well  educated,  and  haw:  been  taught  to 
become  useful  members  of  society. 
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EY.  LEWIS  GANDER,  a native  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a sub- 
stantial farmer-citizen,  was  born 
August  1,  1835,  and  has  always  lived 
within  two  miles  of  his  present  home  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  during  his  infancy,  when  his  father  sold 
the  home  farm,  went  to  Eranklin  county,  but 
at  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  returned 
and  bought  back  his  old  home.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  Samuel  anti  Lydia  (Gray) 
Gander,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia,  but 
a resident  of  Ohio  from  three  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  a native  of  this,  our  Buckeye 
state.  The  parents  of  Samuel,  on  coming  to 
Ohio,  settled  in  Eranklin  county,  where  the 
latter  grew  to  manhood,  was  married,  and  in 
1833  came  to  Putnam  county,  started  some 
improvements  on  the  land  he  had  entered, 
then  sold  his  interests  anti  returned  to  Erank- 
lin county,  where  he  passed  two  years.  Then, 
like  the  wise  man  that  he  was,  he  came  back 
to  Putnam  county;  here  made  an  exchange  oi 
farms  in  1846,  residing  on  his  last  place  until 
1863,  when,  having  been  worn  out  with  labor- 
ious efforts  to  sustain  his  reputation  as  one  of 
the  best  farmers  in  the  county,  he  retired  to  a 
point  near  Yaughnsville,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1885,  an  honored  and  greatly  respected 
gentleman.  He  had  always  held  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  as  a dem- 
ocrat faithfully  served  them  as  township  treas- 
urer and  justice  of  the  peace  for  a few'  years. 

Lewis  Gander  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  until  ol  age,  after  which  he  worked  at 
carpentering  for  a few  years,  marrying  in  1856, 
and  in  1858  moving  to  Yaughnsville,  where  he 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  business  for 
six  years.  In  1864  lie  enlisted  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, for  100  days,  served  his  full  term  on 
the  fortifications  around  Washington,  1).  ( .. 
and  was  honorably  discharged,  in  September, 


at  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  in  November  of  the 
same  year  (1S64)  was  drafted  and  hired  a sub- 
stitute. In  1865  he  settled  on  sixty  acres  of 
his  farm,  which  was  then  all  raw  land,  but 
which  he  has  reclaimed,  placed  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation  and  improved  with  a handsome 
dwelling  and  commodious  out-buildings.  In 
this  task  he  has  been  largely  assisted  by  his 
eldest  son,  Enoch,  who  still  carries  on  the 
farm,  the  health  of  Mr.  Gander  never  having 
been  very  good.  January  14,  i860,  Mr.  Gan- 
der joined  the  Christian  church,  for  a number 
of  years  was  a bible  student  and  Sunday- 
school  teacher,  and  in  1869  began  prec  hing; 
in  the  fall  of  1873  he  was  ordained  a minister, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a very  few  ye  - i has 
since  had  charge  of  some  congregation,  his 
present  charge  being  in  Paulding  county 

The  marriage  of  Mr  Gander  took  place  in 
1856,  as  stated,  to  Miss  Anna  Jones,  who  was 
born  in  Wales,  October  29,  1833,  a daughter 
of  Enoch  and  Margaret  (Michael)  Jones,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1849,  and  bought  a farm 
in  Sugar  Creek  township,  where  the  father 
died  in  February,  1874,  and  the  mother  in 
May,  1878.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  Sarah  (deceased), 
Ann  (deceased),  and  John  M.  l o the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gander  were  born  five  children, 
as  follows:  Lydia  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years;  Enoch  L.,  in  charge  of  the  home 
farm;  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Evans,  a farmer; 
Anna,  twin  of  Margaret,  still  at  home  and 
Lewis  ).,  of  Lima,  Ohio.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  January  19,  1894,  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  greatly  mourned  by  her  many  relatives 
and  friends.  Mr.  Gander  was  reared  a demo- 
crat, has  filled  the  office  of  township  clerk  and 
several  other  minor  positions,  but  alter  the 
breaking  out  of  the  lat'  war  he  withdrew  his 
I allegiance  to  the  deif'cracy  and  besti  < I it 

I upon  the  prohibition  party. 
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John  Gander,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
reared  a family  of  eight  children.  Samuel 
Gander,  father  of  our  subject,  had  born  to  him 
by  his  marriage  with  Lydia  Gray  eight  chil- 
dren, viz:  Thomas,  John  S.,  Lewis,  David 
\V.,  George  S.,  Samuel  W.,  William  F.  and 
Mary.  Of  these,  five  of  the  sons  served  in 
the  late  war.  The  mother  died  in  ]uly,  1859, 
and  the  next  marriage  of  Samuel  Gander  was 
with  Nancy  Sneary,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Amos  J.  (de- 
ceased), Maggie,  Jacob  and  James.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Gander  is  still  living.  Lewis  Gander 
has  lived  a long  and  useful  life  and  has  won  for 
himself  the  love  and  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, while  his  children  share  to  a great  ex- 
tent the  esteem  in  which  the  father  is  held. 
Associated  with  Robert  W.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Gander  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  popu- 
lar annual  picnic  which  is  held  at  Robert's 
Grove  and  other  places. 


FORGE  S.  GANDER,  the  leading- 
lumber  manufacturer  of  Ottawa,  Put- 
nam county,  of  which  he  is  a native, 
was  born  near  the  village  of  Vaughns- 
ville,  January  23,  1847.  The  Gander  family 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Putnam  counl y, 
moving  to  the  same  in  the  early  ’thirties  and 
settling  a short  distance  south  of  Kalida,  where 
the  subject’s  grandfather,  John  Gander, ’a  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  capitalist,  entered  several 
tracts  of  government  land.  John  Gander  had 
a large  family,  all  of  whom  became  residents 
of  the  county  and  did  much  towards  its  devel- 
opment. He  died  m 1858,  aged  seventy-eight 
years,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  their  children : Samuel, 
Elizabeth, Rebecca, Lucinda,  I )avid,Mrs. Nancy 
Clevenger,  Ariah,  John,  Jacob  and  George. 

Samuel  Gander  father  of  the  subject,  was 
10 


born  in  the  year  1809,  in  Rockingham  county, 
Va.,  and  grew  to  maturity  in  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  in  which  part  of  the  state  his  parents 
settled  in  an  early  date.  He  came  to  the 
county  of  Putnam  in  1833,  and  settled  in 
Sugar  Creek  township,  on  a tract  of  160  acres 
of  land  which  his  father  had  purchased  from 
the  government.  Later  he  erected  a water- 
mill on  Sugar  creek,  which  he  operated  until 
about  1863,  from  which  time  until  his  death 
he  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  an  early 
day,  but  resigned  the  office  by  reason  of  the 
unpleasant  duties  connected  therewith,  but 
subsequently  filled  various  other  local  offices 
of  his  township.  He  was  a very  popular  man, 
had  many  friends  in  the  community  where  he 
resided,  and  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial pioneers  of  Putnam  county.  By  his 
marriage  with  Lvdia  Gray,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Gray,  Mr.  Gander  had  the  follow- 
ing children,  besides  our  subject:  John,  de- 
ceased; Lewis,  farmer  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, also  a well  known  minister  of  the  Chris- 
tian church;  David  died  in  1863,  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country;  Mary,  widow  of  Jacob 
Sneary;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  Samuel  \Y.  and 
William.  The  mother  died  July,  1859,  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years;  Mr.  Gander  afterward 
married  Nancy  ].  Sneary,  who  bore  him  four 
children  and  who  is  still  living;  the  following 
are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to  the. sec- 
ond marriage:  Margaret,  wife  of  Clint  Fruchev : 
Thomas  J.,  deceased,  Jacob  13.  and  James. 
The  father  died  April  1 1,  1885. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Gander,  Lydia  (Grav) 
Gander,  was  born  September  18,  1812.  She 
was  a woman  of  many  excellent  traits,  a 
sincere  Christian,  and  her  name  appears  among 
the  charter  members  of  the  Christian  church 
at  Vaughnsville,  organized  in  1850.  She  was 
the  second  of  a family  of  eleven,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Daniel  W.,  Lydia,  Lewis  W ., 
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jackson,  Elizabeth  A.  .Benjamin,  Phebe,  Sarah, 
Mary  J.,  Thomas  and  Catherine. 

George  S.  Gander,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  biography,  was  born  January  23,  1847, 
grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  at  intervals 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  his  enlistment,  in  November,  1864,  in 
company  K,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  mustered 
out  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  November  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  participating  in  the  meantime  in 
the  campaigns  in  the  vicinity  or  Petersburg 
and  Richmond.  In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr. 
Gander  returned  home,  and  for  some  time 
thereafter  was  engaged  in  various  kinds  of 
manual  labor,  and  later  acted  as  agent  for  the 
sale  of  farm  machinery,  books  and  other  arti- 
cles. In  1871  he  accepted  a clerkship  in  a 
general  store  at  Columbus  Grove  for  two  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  became  agent  for 
the  sale  of  sewing  machines,  in  which  capacity 
In  spent  one  year  in  traveling  throughout  dif- 
ferent parts  of  northwestern  Ohio.  Mr.  Gander 
next  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  at  which  he  was  engaged  continu- 
ously until  1882,  from  which  date  until  1885 
he  was  not  identified  with  any  particular  busi- 
ness. In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  again 
began  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at  Columbus 
Grove,  where  he  operated  a mill  very  success- 
fullv  until  his  removal  to  Ottawa,  live  years 
filter. 

In  1887,  the  firm  of  Crawford  cv  Co.  was 
organized  at  Columbus  Grove,  Mr.  Gan- 
der being  a member  of  the  same,  and  it  did 
business  at  that  place  until  1890,  when  the 
plant  was  sold,  and  the  mills  at  Ottawa  pur- 
chased. In  1892  a mill  at  Avis  was  purchased, 
also  one  in  the  county  of  Allen,  all  ot  which 
were  operated  until  1894,  when  Mr  Crawford 
withdrew  from  the  firm,  which  was  then  reor- 
ganized under  the  name  of  Gander  & Co.  1 


Gander  & Co.  are  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
lumber  in  Putnam  county,  and  do  a ver)  ex- 
tensive business  throughout  northwestern  Ohio, 
Mr.  Gander  superintending  the  entire  business 
of  the  firm.  In  addition  to  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  they  buy  and  sell  all  kinds  of  lumber 
and  timber,  handling  yearly  over  a million  and 
a half  feet.  The  mill  at  Ottawa  has  a daily 
capacity  of  10,000  feet,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  shipped  to  outside  markets.  In  the 
management  of  the  large  and  extensive  busi- 
ness with  which  he  is  connected,  Mr.  Gander 
displa}-s  ability  of  a high  order,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  firm  is  almost  entirely  due  to  his 
well-developed  judgment  and  business  sagac- 
ity. He  understands,  thoroughly,  every  de- 
tail of  the  lumber  trade,  and  it  is  a compli- 
ment well  merited  to  class  him  with  the  most 
enterprising  and  progressive  men  of  the  county 
of  Putnam. 

Politically  Mr.  Gander  is  a supporter  of  the 
prohibition  party,  and  in  religion  a Presbyte- 
rian, holding,  at  this  time,  the  position  of  ruling 
elder  in  the  church  at  Ottawa.  He  was  first 
married,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Nancy  Beni  tt, 
who  died  June  26,  1870.  leaving  one  child — 
Edward  J.  His  second  marriage  was  solemn- 
ized April  23,  1873,  with  Miss  Lydia  Suns, 
who  bore  him  three  children,  viz:  Oritta, 

Georgia  and  Jessie.  Mi.  Gander  married  his 
present  and  third  wife,  Mrs.  Ruff,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Emma  Husson,  in  1891. 


^p^l^ILIHAM  S.  GARRETT,  mine  host 
Mm  E of  the  Dupont  Hotel,  of  Dupont, 
111  Perry  township,  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  citizen  of  the 
place.  He  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  Oc- 
tober 14,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  William 
S.  and  Marv  (Berentz)  Garrett.  Dr.  G.,’i  tt 
was  born  111  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  his  father, 
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whose  name  was  also  William,  was  by  trade  a 
shoemaker,  and  was  of  English  descent.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  him:  Isaac,  who  died  at 

the  age  of  seven  years,  and  Dr.  William  S. 
The  latter  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Albany,  N.  Y. , studied  medicine  and  be- 
came a physician  of  more  than  ordinary  stand- 
ing, and  also  served  as  surveyor  during  the 
war  of  i S 1 2 , under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Harrison  in  the  army  of  the  northwest.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  eloped  with  Miss  Mary 
Berentz,  a native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
and  tu  this  marriage  were  born  William  S. 
Garrett,  of  this  biography,  and  Caroline  L., 
deceased  wife  of  Allen  Walters,  of  Mercer 
county,  Ohio.  The  wife  and  mother  was  a na- 
tive of  Lancaster  county,  and  was  a member 
of  the  German  Reform  Church,  in  which  faith 
she  lived  and  died  in  Indiana  in  1887.  After 
his  romantic  marriage  Dr.  Garrett  resumed  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Marietta,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  very  successful,  continuing  in  his  pro- 
fession until  his  death.  He  was  a Presbyterian 
in  religious  belief  and  affiliated  with  the  repub- 
lican party  m politics.  He  was  a master  Mason 
in  good  standing  and  a highly  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  order.  After  the  death  of  Dr. 
Garrett  the  widow  married  Robert  Manley,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  this  marriage 
the  following-named  children  were  born:  Rob- 

ert and  Mary,  deceased;  Hannah,  wife  of  Henry 
Slmepp,  of  Decatur,  Ind.;  Harriet;  Rebecca, 
deceased;  Henry,  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  and 
Benjamin,  who  died  at  Warsaw,  Ind. 

W.  S.  Garrett,  of  this  sketch,  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  education  in  the  excellent 
common  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  but  in  early 
life  was  apprenticed  to  John  Smith  for  nine 
years  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  after 
serving  live  years  and  mastering  his  trade, 
he  purchaser!  material  and  started  business  on 
his  own  responsibility,  setting  up  business  in 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  going  from  house  to 


house  soliciting  work,  and  making  shoes  for 
the  family  at  each  stop.  In  the  year  of  1836 
he  married  Mary  E.  Wilder,  the  daughter  of 
Chauncey  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Wilder, 
and  to  this  union  ten  children  were  born: 
Dwight,  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  Daniel 
Conkle,  of  Anglaize  county ; Caroline,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Gordon,  of  St.  Mary’s;  Valentine 
H.  ; Mary,  deceased;  Alvin;  John  W.,  of  Van 
Wert,  Ohio;  Henrietta,  deceased  v'ife  of  Will- 
iam Boltz;  Laura  A.,  u'ife  of  Martin  Griner,  of 
Auglaize,  and  Edward  W.,  of  Dupont.  The 
wife  and  mother  of  these  children  w'as  born  in 
Vermont,  March  10,  1814,.  and  died  in  1875. 

In  addition  to  his  occupation  of  shoemak- 
ing Mr.  Garrett  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
assisted  in  building  the  locks  in  the  Erie  canal. 
From  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  Mr  Garrett  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Wilder,  and  remained  thereuntil  1844, 
when  he  came  to  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  and 
a few'  years  later  to  Mercer  county,  where  he 
cleared  a farm  from  an  unbroken  forest  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1863  he  moved  to 
Auglaize  county,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
of  108  acres  in  the  corporate  limits  of  Saint 
Mary’s,  on  which  he  lived  until  1882,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  farm  and  purchased  the  Dupont 
House,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Mr.  Garrett’s 
second  wife  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hurless,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  in  the  biography  of  the 
late  Leroy  H.  Hurless.  Mr.  Gamut  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  Union,  a democrat  politically, 
and  a thoroughgoing,  successful  business  man, 
respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Elizabeth  Garrett,  wife  of  William  S. 
Garrett,  of  Dupont,  Putnam  county,  is  a 
native  of  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  born  July  22, 
1833,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Armstrong  and 
fane  (McHenry)  Allen.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Fayette  county,  also,  b<  mi  in  the  year 
of  1808,  while  his  father,  Adam  \ lien,  was  a 
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relative  of  Ethan  Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
and  of  English  ancestry.  He  was  a pioneer  of 
Fayette  county,  where  he  was  a much  honored 
resident  and  a very  successful  farmer.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  an  old-line  whig  and  lived  to  be 
more  than  too  years  of  age,  dying  in  Fayette 
county,  mourned  by  his  admiring  associates. 
Armstrong  Allen  was  the  fifth  son  of  above, 
received  the  education  of  a pioneer  woodsman, 
and  for  many  years  was  a teamster,  visiting 
the  eastern  markets  for  provisions  for  the  new 
settlers  of  Fayette  county.  In  about  the  year 
i 8 3 i he  was  happily  united  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Jane  McHenry,  daughter  of  Isaac  Mc- 
Henry, of  Madison  county,  Ohio,  and  this 
union  was  crowned  by  the  birth  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz:  Elizabeth  Garrett  (whose  name 

opens  this  paragraph);  Rachael,  deceased  wife 
of  Solomon  Hurless;  John  C.,  ex-soldier,  hold- 
ing a captain’s  commission,  and  now  a resi- 
dent of  Missouri;  Mary,  wife  of  William 
Rankin,  also  a resident  of  Missouri;  William 
C.  ; who  died  in  1892;  Josephine  and  David, 
of  Joplin,  Mo.;  Isaac  M.,  living  near  Dupont, 
and  Frank,  of  Washington  C.  FI.,  Ohio.  All 
these  sons  demonstrated  their  patriotism  by 
serving  the  Union  during  the  late  Civil  war. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  a native  of  Madison 
county,  Ohio,  born  in  1809,  of  stanch  Irish 
parentage,  her  parents  being  among  the  very 
early  and  most  prominent  pioneers  of  Madison 
county.  She  was  a life-long  member  o!  the 
Methodist  Fipiscopal  church,  and  in  this  faith 
she  passed  to  her  eternal  home  in  1895,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  spending  the 
last  thirty  years  of  her  life  in  total  blindness. 

After  his  marriage,  Armstrong  Allen  en- 
gaged in  farming,  teaming  and  stock-driving, 
being  quite  successful.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Ohio  slate  militia,  an  earnest  supporter  of 
the  old-line  whig  party,  and  fraternally  he  was 
a Mason.  lie  was  a man  much  respected  and 
honored,  and  died  about  1846  December 


25,  1849,  Elizabeth  Allen  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  William  Hurless,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Marion  Scott 

Hurless,  born  March  12,  1852;  Leroy  H., 
born  January  22,  1854,  and  Alice  J.,  deceased 
wife  of  M.  McClure,  born  June  10,  1862.  Mr. 
Hurless  died  in  1864,  and  three  years  later 
Mrs.  Hurless  moved  to  Kalida,  Putnam  county, 
where  she  successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business.  January  7,  1876,  she  was  married 
to  William  S.  Garrett,  with  whom  she  now 
lives  at  Dupont. 


ENJAMIN  F.  GARRISON.  -In  the 
subject  at  hand  we  have  the  descend- 
ant of  a family  which  has  had  repre- 
sentatives in  every  one  of  the  ’ars  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States,  he  himseF 
being  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Vi  hough 
the  Garrisons  have  for  over  a hundred  years 
been  known  as  an  American  family,  neverthe- 
less they  came  originally  from  Germany,  while 
our  subject’s  maternal  ancestry  is  from  France. 
The  record  which  they  leave  behind,  however, 
shows  them  to  have  been  possessed  of  natures 
which  were  loyal  to  the  country  of  then  adop- 
tion, and  that  they  were  ever  ready  to  go  forth 
in  defense  of  its  flag. 

John  Garrison,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Germany,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  when  a young  and 
single  man.  He  was  known  as  a ‘ imous 
hunter  in  his  day,  and  many  are  the  thrilling 
tales  of  his  prowess  in  this  directum  which 
have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation  of  the  family.  He  particinated  in 
the  Revolutionary  \\  ir,  afterward  marrying 
and  founding  the  family  which  was  well  known 
in  the  early  colonial  days,  and  which  has  sent 
so  many  brave  soil'-  to  the  defense  of  the 
country. 

Benjamin  |.  Garrison,  oui  subject’-  grand- 
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lather,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1790.  He 
was  still  a young  man  at  the  time  of  the  war 
of  1812.  but  participated  in  this  war,  and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull.  Be- 
lieving that  further  west  than  New  Jersey 
there  lay  opportunity  for  greater  advancement 
in  life,  he  undertook  the  journey,  on  foot,  to 
Clinton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  decided  to 
locate.  Here  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  a 
Miss  Garrison,  a distant  relative.  He  was 
among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Ohio,  and 
when  he  first  entered  the  northwestern  terri- 
tory was  penniless,  but  by  indefatigable  indus- 
try he  lived  to  become  the  wealthiest  man  in 
Marion  township,  Clinton  county,  being  the 
possessor  of  fine  farms  comprising  hundreds  of 
acres.  He  was  a self-made  man  in  every  sense 
•of  the  term,  and  the  head  of  a family  whose 
influence  was  widely  felt  throughout  that  sec- 
tion. Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian  demo- 
crat, and  in  religious  belief  he  found  his  ideal 
in  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  death  occurred 
December  7,  1859. 

Benjamin  J.  Garrison,  son  of  Benjamin  J. 
and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Clinton 
county,  Ohio,  August  9,  1820.  He  was  reared 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  through  life,  achieving  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
the  place  and  period.  His  education  was  not 
an  elaborate  one,  as  far  as  books  go,  but  he 
possessed  a large  fund  of  practical  common 
sense,  and  was  knowm  as  a leading  and  influ- 
ential citizen.  He  experienced  military  service 
in  the  Mexican  war,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  was  twice  married — his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Mary  Bozart,  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  whose  parents,  William  and  Mary 
(Petitt)  Bozart,  came  from  France  to  this 
country.  Three  children  were  born  to  Benja- 
min and  M ary  Garrison : Carlotta,  who  mar- 

ried Janies  Finley,  now  deceased  ; Benjamin  1 
and  Nancy  M.  The  mother  was  a lady  of 


lovely  character,  and  belonged  to  the  Society 
of  Friends,  in  which  faith  she  died.  The  sec- 
ond marriage  of  our  subject's  father  w'as  to 
Miss  Margaret  Layman,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Sloan)  Layman,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows: 
Esther  (deceased),  Rebecca,  Jo  Marion,  Amanda 
and  Alice.  The  father  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  Union  church.  Politically  he  was  a 
democrat,  being  an  active  local  worker.  His 
death  occurred  December  12,  1871. 

Benjamin  F.  Garrison,  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  November  10, 
1846.  He  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  made  agriculture  his  occupation  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  When  less 
than  eighteen  years  old,  April  27,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  company  Id,  First  Illinois  light 
artillery,  and  faithfully  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  campaigns  through 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  and 
from  May  5 to  September  8,  1864,  took  part 
in  the  memorable  campaign  through  northern 
Georgia,  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta;  was 
present  at  the  capture  of  Fort  McAllister,  De- 
cember 13,  1864,  and  bears  the  memorable 
record  of  never  having  lost  a day’s  duty  during 
the  period  of  his  enlistment.  He  received  at 
Jonesboro,  Ga.,  a slight  wound.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged,  hav- 
ing fully  sustained  the  reputation  of  the  Garri- 
son family. 

Benjamin  F.  Garrison  was  united  in  mar- 
riage September  8,  1866,  to  Miss  Demaris 
Smead,  who  was  born  in  Clermont  county, 
Ohio,  June  24,  1849,  a daughter  of  John  F.  and 
Eliza  (Snead)  Smead.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Annie,  James  M.,  Benjamin  F., 
Maude,  Arthur  and  Ralph.  Only  the  last  two 
named  are  now  living.  Mr.  Garrison  was  a 
charter  member  of  W.  T.  Sin  1 man  post,  No. 
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13,  G.  A.  R.,  organized  at  Athens,  Ala., 
and  was  first  sergeant  of  the  post.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a 
master  Mason,  but  now  non-affiliating.  At 
Hander,  Ohio,  he  organized  Tekopa  lodge, 
No.  715,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  filled  every 
chair  in  the  two  lodges  with  which  he  has  been 
identified.  Our  subject  was,  so  to  speak, 
reared  in  the  democratic  cradle,  and  it  was 
but  natural  that  he  should  become  a firm  ad- 
herent of  that  political  faith.  He  has  always 
been  an  active  local  worker,  and,  although  not 
a seeker  after  political  preferment,  has  never- 
theless been  honored  with  public  office.  At 
present  he  is  serving  his  second  term  as  town- 
ship clerk,  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  is  the  possessor  of  a farm  of 
eighty  acres,  located  near  Athens,  Ala.,  beside 
a small  tract  of  land  near  Continental,  Ohio. 
Although  a resident  of  Continental  only  since 
February,  1 892,  he  is  well  and  favorably  known 
in  this  vicinity,  and  is  counted  as  one  of  the 
live  business  men  of  the  place. 


m. 
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GASSER  is  a prominent 
man  of  the  thriving  vil- 
Ottoville,  Monterey  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gmeiner  & Gasser,  pro- 
prietors of  a planing-mill  and  manfacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  dressed  lumber.  He  was  born 
in  Bregeny,  Austria,  December  23,  1859,  a 
son  of  Ferdinand  and  Rose  (Flat/.  Gasser,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  August  18,  1828,  at 
the  same  place,  and  was  a farmer  and  hotel 
keeper.  The  farm  comprised  nineteen  acres 
and  the  hotel  was  of  brick,  two  and  a half 
stories  high,  and  Mr.  Gasser  was  a man  in 
good  circumstances.  His  marriage  took  place 
witli  Rosa  Flat/  in  1854.  This  lady  was  born 
September  4,  1820,  a daughter  of  Gebhardt 
Flatz,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 


thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz:  Mary  A.,  Catherine,  Annie  M.,  Johanna, 

Gebhardt,  Anna  S.,  William,  Rosa  and  Mar- 
tina. In  1883,  in  the  month  of  February, 
Ferdinand  Gasser  came  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  Monterey  township,  Putnam  county, 
'Ohio,  buying  a farm  of  167  acres,  on  which 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying 
August  18,  1885,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

William  Gasser,  our  subject,  received  an 
excellent  education  in  the  old  country  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  came  to  this  country,  leav- 
ing Rotterdam,  Holland,  September  10,  1881, 
on  the  steamer  W.  A.  Scholten,  and  landing 
in  New  York,  September  24,  1881.  Some 
ten  days  later  he  < nine  to  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  three  miles  north  of  Otto- 
ville.  A year  or  so  later  he  sold  this 
land  and  bought  eighty  acres  four  and  ; 
half  miles  north,  of  which  sixty  ac  res  had 
been  cleared.  Mr.  Gasser  married,  October 
25,  1887,  Theresia  Gruber,  who  was  born 
May  25,  1867,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Man 
(Jacklin)  Gruber,  the  former  a substantial 
farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Van  Wert  county 
Ohio.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
six  children,  named  Joseph  F.,  Theresia  1£. 
Rose,  Mary,  William,  and  Victoria. 

In  1889  Mr.  Gasser  sold  his  farm,  moved 
to  Ottoville,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the 
planing-mill  with  Frank  Gmeiner,  since  which 
time  they  have  been  doing  a most  successful 
business.  He  has  built  for  himself  a neat  and 
tasteful  residence  in  Ottoville,  and  is  very 
pleasantly  situated.  He  is  a membei  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  to  which  he  is  a lib 
oral  contributor,  and  he  is  also  secretary  of  the 
order  of  Catholic  Knights  of  Ohio.  lie  is  a 
democrat  in  his  politics,  a member  of  ne  town 
council  of  Ottoville,  and  is  township  treasure: 
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of  Monterey;  he  is  also  first  assistant  foreman 
of  the  fire  department,  and  is  a useful  citizen 
generally.  He  is  popular  in  the  community 
and  with  his  party,  and  as  a business  man 
stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  customers 
and  all  others  with  whom  he  has  any  dealings, 
whether  as  buyer  or  seller. 


BRANK  HENRY  GIESKEN,  a sub- 
stantial farmer  of  Monterey  township. 
Putnam  county,  and  at  present  school 
director  of  his  district,  was  born  in 
Glandorf,  Ohio,  February  21,  1849.  His 

father,  John  Giesken.  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  October  11,  1805,  and  at  thirty- 
three  years  of  age  became  a pioneer  of  Gkm- 
dorf,  Putnam  county,  settling  on  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  bought  in  the  woods.  His 
wife,  Clementine  Reaman,  whom  he  married 
in  1834,  was  born  March  19,  1820,  in  Olden- 
burg, Germany,  a daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Schau)  Reaman,  also  pioneers  of  Glan- 
dorf, and  the  parents  of  three  children— John, 
Mary,  and  Clementine.  John  Giesken,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  increased  his  eighty-acre 
farm  to  160  acres,  cleared  up  a first-class 
farm,  and  died  June  29,  1893,  in  the  faith  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  the  father  of  ten 
children,  viz:  John,  Elizabeth,  Clara,  Mary 

(who  died  an  infant),  Henry,  Katie  (who  died 
a married  woman),  Clementine  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-three  years),  Joseph  (who 
died  when  thirty-one  years  old),  Frank  H. 
(our  subject)  and  Bernard. 

Frank  Henry  Giesken  was  educated  in 
both  the  German  and  English  languages,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  he  was  married,  at  Glandorf,  to  Miss 
Wilhehnina  Schmidt,  who  was  born  in  that 
village,  November  30,  1855,  a daughter  of 
|acob  and  Wilhehnina  (Harb)  Schmidt.  Jacob 
Schmidt  (or , as  the  name  is  now  spelled,  Smith,' 


was  born  in  Rhine  Biron,  Germany,  in  1821, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  father  (also 
named  Jacob)  and  family,  about  1838,  and  set- 
tled near  Sandusky  city,  Erie  county,  Ohio. 
May  15,  1848,  he  married,  in  that  city,  Miss 
Harb,  who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  about 
1 828  or  1 829,  a daughter  of  Hubbard  and  Cecilia 
(Anselm)  Harb,  who  settled  on  forty  acres  of 
land  near  Sandusky  city  about  1842,  and 
there  Hubbard  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
Louis,  Wilhelmina,  Antone,  App<donia,  Cecilia, 
Amelia  and  Hubbard.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Jacob 
Smith,  Jr.,  after  their  marriage,  settled  at 
Glandorf,  on  100  acres  of  woodland,  but  Mr. 
Smith  was  here  taken  sick  and  died,  June  19, 
1866,  the  father  of  the  following  family:  Jacob, 
Hubbard,  Cecilia,  Wilhelmina,  John,  Antone 
(died  in  infancy),  Mary  and  Theresa.  After 
a wadowhood  of  ten  years,  Mrs.  Jacob  Smith, 
Jr.,  married,  November  14,  1876,  at  Glandorf, 
William  Rampe,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  who 
died  November  30,  1893.  Mrs.  Rampe  is 

now  a resident  of  Glandorf  and  is  much  re- 
spected for  her  many  virtues. 

After  his  marriage  Frank  Henry  Giesken 
went  to  housekeeping  in  a hewn  log  cabin  on 
a tract  of  eighty  acres,  ten  of  w'hich  had  been 
cleared.  Through  his  industry  he  has  in- 
creased this  farm  to  120  acres,  and  through 
the  exercise  of  the  same  commendable  quality 
he  has  now  ninety  acres  cleared.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Giesken  have  been  born  five  children, 
named  as  follows:  Harmon  J.,  William, 

Louis,  Katie  and  Cecilia — the  family  being  all 
members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  the 
father  having  been  a liberal  contributor  to  the 
building  of  the  present  magnificent  Catholic 
edifice  at  Ottoville.  In  politics  Mr.  Giesken 
is  a democrat,  and  has  the  full  confidence  of 
his  party.  For  the  past  font  years  In  has 
been  a member  id  the  school  board.  He  is 
a gentleman  of  unwonted  enert.N  and  industry, 
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and,  aided  by  his  faithful  wife,  has,  through 
persistent  labor  and  thrift,  gained  the  property 
that  now  places  him  and  his  family  beyond 
the  reach  of  pecuniary  suffering.  He  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  his  homestead  gives  evidence  that  brains 
and  good  management  have  brought  it  to  its 
present  excellent  condition. 


OHM  H.  GEORGE,  a very  enterprising 
farmer  and  business  man  of  Van  Buren 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Kreis-Dill,  Germany,  March  13, 
1834.  He  learned  wagon-making  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  1852  came  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York,  soon  making  his  way  to  Ohio,  and 
for  two  years  working  at  his  trade  in  Crawford 
county.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he  went  to 
Hancock  county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
until  1862,  in  the  meanwhile,  in  1855,  being 
married  to  Miss  Mary  N.  French,  who  was 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  January  22, 
1834.  She  was  a daughter  of  Grover  French, 
a farmer  of  Irish  descent,  who  died  in  Hancock 
coupty  in  1857,  his  widow  surviving  until 
March,  1884,  when  she  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  French  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz:  John,  a United  Brethren  minis- 

ter; Elizabeth,  deceased;  Lucinda  (Mrs.  Wick- 
ham), a resident  of  Belmore,  Ohio;  George,  a 
United  Brethren  minister  at  Bentonville,  Ohio; 
Reuben;  Mary  N.,  wife  of  our  subject,  and 
Sarah,  deceased. 

John  and  Mary  (Kemper)  George,  parents 
of  our  subject,  had  born  to  them  font  children, 
named  as  follows:  John  H.,  Elizabeth  (wife  of 
August  Messy,  a farmer),  Johannes  and  Wil- 
helm, also  farmers.  John  George,  the  father, 
w is  a cooper  and  farmer,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years,  of  small-pox,  in  his  native  ■ 
land,  and  his  widow  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-  I 


seven.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  seven  children,  named  as  follows:  Gen- 

evre,  wife  of  Peter  Zeller,  a carpenter;  Sarah 
A.,  who  was  married  to  L.  Swaninger,  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Reuben,  in  the  hardware  business  in 
Belmore;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Cook,  a 
farmer;  Grover,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years;  William,  postmaster  at  Be  •more 
and  keeper  of  a grocer)  and  meat  market,  and 
Ida,  who  died  when  seventeen  years  of  age. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  George  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  in  Hancock  county,  a:  above 
stated,  until  the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  came 
to  Putnam  county  and  bought  a tract  of  • ghty 
acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  on  which  he  built 
a cabin  and  had  cleared  about  twent\  acres 
and  placed  them  under  cultivation,  when  he 
entered  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
in  1864,  as  a substitute,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  army  of  Tennessee.  He  was  with  Gen. 
Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to  the  sea,  was 
in  a number  of  severe  skirmishes,  and  fought 
in  the  last  two  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
took  part  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  at  t leve- 
land,  Ohio,  received  an  honorable  discharge, 
when  he  returned  home  and  resumed  his  clear- 
ing and  farming,  and  of  the  400  acres  he  now 
owns  all  but  thirty-five  acres  are  cleared, 
ditched  and  tiled.  His  400  acres  comprise 
five  tracts  of  eighty  acres  each,  four  of  which 
tracts  he  rents  out,  reserving  the  fifth  tract  for. 
a homestead,  which  he  has  placed  in  a most 
admirable  condition. 

Mr.  George  has  been  engaged  in  numerous 
business  enterprises,  but  has  never  ceased  giv- 
ing his  attention  to  Ins  farming  interests.  He 
has  met  with  some  reverses,  especially  in  the 
way  of  paying  off  securities.  Running  a brew- 
ery at  Ottawa  was  also  an  enterprise  in  which 
' he  met  with  a disastrous  loss  h\  fire.  In  1891, 

I in  partnership  with  C apt.  Matthias,  lu  opened 
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a hardware  store  in  Belmore,  each  father,  or  : 
principal,  placing  a son  in  charge.  Mr.  George  ] 
■also  owns  considerable  residence  property  in  j 
Belmore,  but  devotes  his  attention  chiefly  to  j 
his  farm.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  live  stock, 
grading  up  his  beef  cattle  for  the  home  market, 
and  owns  a full-blooded  Norman  Clyde  stal- 
lion. In  politics  Mr.  George  has  always  been  j 
a democrat,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  just-  j 
ice  of  the  peace,  six  years  as  county  commis- 
sioner, and  in  1880  was  land  appraiser.  He 
has,  beside,  filled  a number  of  minor  offices. 
In  religion  he  is  a member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian church,  while  his  wife  is  a devout 
member  of  the  Evangelical  church. 

After  a residence  of  forty  years  or  more  in 
America  Mr.  George  visited  his  native  land, 
.and  found  two  brothers  and  a sister  still  living, 
but  in  circumstances  such  as  he  thought  he 
could  improve.  The  brothers  and  sister  had 
large  families,  and  to  rear  children  in  the  old 
country  is  an  expensive  task,  so  Mr.  George 
brought  them  all  to  this  country,  gave  the  eld- 
ers a start,  and  they  now  have  good  homes  in 
Henry  county,  within  two  miles  of  the  home- 
stead of  their  generous  brother,  in  whose  behalf 
they  can  rise  up  and  say,  “Blessed  be  brother 
John.  ” 


HDAM  GETTMAN,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  born  December  13,  1831, 
and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Dorothea  (Hays)  Gett- 
rnan,  the  former  of  whom  was  a famous  school- 
teacher, a profession  he  followed  until  his  dying 
day — teaching  in  one  place  for  thirty-seven 
years.  There  were  born  to  him  ten  children, 
M whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  to  come 
to  America,  and  two  died  young.  The  names 
of  the  survivors  are  Elizabeth,  Henry  (who 
has  succeeded  to  Ins  father's  school),  Clara, 


Adolph,  Adam  (our  subject),  Katherine,  Louis 
and  Alford. 

Adam  Gettman  received  a good  German 
education  under  his  father  and  was  early  ap- 
prenticed to  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  at  the 
early  age  of  sixteen  years  volunteered  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  of  1848-49,  his  com- 
mander being  Franz  Sigel,  who  was  afterward 
a general  of  distinction  in  the  Union  army 
during  our  late  Civil  war.  Mr.  Gettman  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Restal 
by  the  German  forces,  and  with  17,000  others 
was  confined  143  days  in  the  above-named 
fort,  but  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  and 
in  reaching  New  York  city  July  it),  1850,  with 
no  money.  The  captain  of  his  ship,  however, 
succeeded  in  procuring  employment  for  him  at 
his  trade,  and  after  working  in  New  York 
eleven  months  he  traversed  the  states  as  far 
west  as  Iowa,  but  finally  located  in  Somerset, 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  followed  hi-,  trade 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Ninetieth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland.  His  first  battle  was  at  Rich- 
mond, Ky.,  then  at  Chickamauga,  and  so  on 
through  all  the  important  engagements  up  to 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  where  he  helped  to 
exterminate  Hood’s  hordes.  His  only  injury 
was  sustained  by  being  thrown  over  the  bank 
of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  the  mishap  still 
causing  him  to  suffer  in  one  of  his  legs.  At 
the  close,  of  the  war  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Somerset,  Ohio,  where  he  had  some 
property  and  where  he  had  left  his  family . 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gettman  took  place 
in  Somerset,  Ohio,  about  1857  to  Mrs.  Agnes 
Stevens,  a widow  with  one  son,  whom  Mr. 
Gettman  reared  to  manhood,  and  who  is  now 
a farmer  near  Lima,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Gettman 
was  a daughter  of  Galus  Smith,  a native  of 
France,  where  Mrs.  Gettman  was  also  born, 


. 


N 


' 

, - 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


190 


and  the  family  came  to  America  when  the 
latter  was  about  four  years  of  age,  and  settled 
in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  ended  their  days,  leaving  five  children, 
viz:  Lena,  Anthony,  Frank,  John  and  Agnes. 

To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gettman  were 
born  eight  children,  viz:  Mary,  married  to 

James  Kidd,  a farmer;  William,  a farmer  of 
Putnam  county;  Lizzie,  who  was  married  to 
George  Pope,  to  whom  she  bore  three  chil- 
dren, and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
William  Jones;  George,  a farmer;  Agnes 
Rosecrans,  wife  of  A.  Jerry,  also  a farmer; 
Clara,  wife  of  John  Emmons,  of  Putnam 
county;  Samuel,  still  at  home,  and  Louie, 
married  to  Edward  Carr,  of  Putnam  county. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  a member  of 
the  Catholic  church,  March  20,  1 8S8,  since 
which  sad  event  Mr.  Gettman  has  remained 
single. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  arinv,  Mr.  Gett- 
man sold  his  property  in  Somerset  and  moved 
to  Fairfield  county,  where  he  resided  nine 
years  on  a farm,  then  sold  out,  and  in  March, 
1875,  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  bought 
the  120-acre  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  of 
which  fifty  acres  had  been  cleared  and  partially 
put  in  cultivation.  The  tract,  however,  looked 
more  like  a swamp  than  a farm,  but  Mr.  Gett- 
man undertook  the  task  of  draining  with- 
wooden  tile,  in  which  he  made  a perfect  suc- 
cess, and  was,  indeed,  among  the  first  in  the 
township  to  resort  to  this  system  of  drainage; 
however,  as  soon  as  baked  tile  made  its  ap- 
pearance, he  discarded  the  old  and  adopted 
the  new  system,  and  has  now  fully  105  acres 
drained  and  under  a highly  arable  condition. 
His  dwelling  is  a tine  two-story  modern  frame, 
and  his  barn  and  other  out-buildings  are  of  the 
most  substantial  and  approved  construction. 
His  farm  is  on  the  pike  between  Ottawa  and 
Columbus  Grove,  three  miles  north  of  the 
latter  place,  being  pleasantly  and  desirably 


located.  Mr.  Gettman  has  gained  his  property 
through  his  own  industry,  skill  and  good  man- 
agement, assisted  by  his  faithful  wife,  and  of 
such  sturdy  and  honest  toilers  the  citizens  of 
any  community  might  well  feel  proud.  In  his 
politics  Mr.  Gettman  has  always  been  a re- 
publican, and  has  affiliated  with  that  party 
ever  since  the  Fremont  campaign,  and  al- 
though he  has  served  two  terms  as  township 
trustee,  he  has  never  sought  public  office.  He 
is  honored  by  his  neighbors  for  his  own  merits, 
and  he  deserves  all  the  honor  that  is  bestowed 
upon  him. 


UFUS  E.  GILBERT.— The  alert 
mentality  and  the  sturdy,  practical 
ability  of  the  Irish  race,  as  tree-fused 
into  the  make-up  of  our  composite 
nation,  have  had  notable  influence  in  further- 
ing our  progress  and  in  establishing  a stable 
prosperity,  and  to  this  element  do  we  owe 
much.  The  subject  of  this  review  is  one 
whose  ancestral  history  traces  back  to  stanch 
old  Irish  stock,  which  is  of  prominent  >dentifi- 
cation  with  the_ history  of  the  Union  from  the 
early  colonial  days,  and  of  valiant  -ervice 
rendered  not  only  in  time  of  war  but  also  in 
the  more  prosaic  endeavors  of  the  times  of 
peace,  our  subject  himself  having  shown  his 
loyalty  and  inherent  patriotism  by  unstinted 
service  accorded  in  the  late  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. The  name  Gilbert  is  of  Irish  origin,  as 
already  stated,  and  [ames  Gilbert,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  maintained  his  resilience 
on  North  Hero  island,  in  Lake  Champlain, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Ruth  Conkey,  who  like- 
wise was  of  Irish  extraction,  and  subsequently, 
during  the  war  of  1812,  removed  to  Shazee* 
town,  located  on  the  shores  of  the  same  beau- 
tiful lake,  and  there  | antes  Gilbert  remained 
until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a Jack- 
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sonian  democrat,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Jacob  C.  Gilbert,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  North  Hero  island,  in  October, 
1807,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving 
a good  practical  education  and  putting  the 
same  to  test  by  engaging  in  teaching,  in  which 
vocation  he  was  employed  at  various  points  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  later  in  Ohio.  In 
his  native  state  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mandana  Stoughton,  the  date  of  this  ceremony 
being  1832.  She  died  on  the  3d  of  July  in  the 
succeeding  year,  and  on  January  1,  1838,  Mr. 
Gilbert  consummated  his  second  marriage,  in 
Atwater,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
united  to  Martha  A.  Butler,  who  was  born  in 
New  Haven  county,  Conn.,  December  16, 
[820,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Betsey  (Foot) 
Butler;  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New 
Haven  county,  Conn.,  October  2,  1772,  and 
the  mother  in  the  same  county,  August  9,  1781, 
their  marriage  having  been  consummated  in 
the  same  county.  There  they  remained  until 
1829,  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  passed  the 
residue  of  their  lives,  being  among  the  most 
honored  pioneers  of  that  county.  David  But- 
ler died  March  29,  1856,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  August  3,  1854.  In  their  religious  affili- 
ations they  were  Congregationalists,  and  in 
politics  he  was  an  old-line  whig.  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert’s grandfather,  Matthew  Butler,  was  a na- 
tive of  England,  and  emigrated  to  New  Haven 
county,  Conn.,  in  the  early  colonial  days.  He 
was  an  active  participant  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  serving  in  the  continental  army  for 
a period  of  "seven  years.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Ruth  Bindley,  and  by  occupa- 
tion he  was  a wheelwright.  His  son  David  also 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  stood 
as  a minute-man  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island. 

The  children  of  Jacob  C.  and  Martha  A. 
Gilbert  were  in  order  of  birth  as  follows: 


Lucian  and  Lucius,  deceased;  Rufus  E.,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review;  Martha,  de- 
ceased; Mary  E.,  wife  of  Henry  Wing;  Ade- 
laid,  deceased;  Ida  M.,  wife  of  David  Owens, 
and  Prosper  L.  After  coming  to  Ohio,  Jacob 
C.  Gilbert  was  for  six  years  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  and  after 
this  located  in  Cleveland,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a traveling  salesman  for  a period  of 
three  years  as  a representative  of  a wholesale 
paper  house.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Monroe 
township,  Putnam  county,  and  here  purchased 
a farm,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  his  county  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  December  16,  1864. 

He  was  a stanch  republican  in  his  political 
proclivities,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
office  of  township  clerk.  He  was  a zealous 
adherent  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he 
held  for  a number  of  years  the  position  of 
steward.  His  venerable  widow  still  retains 
her  residence  on  a part  of  the  old  farm,  in 
close  proximity  to  the  home  of  our  subject, 
who  accords  her  a true  filial  solicitude. 

Rufus  E.  Gilbert,  who  holds  distinctive 
prestige  as  one  of  the  most  intellectual  and 
honored  farmers  of  the  township,  was  born  in 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary, 1 844.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Cleveland  and  there  remained 
for  three  years,  during  his  youth,  secudng  the 
exceptional  advantages  afforded  by  the  public 
schools  of  the  Forest  City.  In  his  early  youth 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Putnam  county 
and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  pioneer  farm, 
so  that  his  memory  reverts  to  the  stirring  inci- 
dents and  manifold  vicissitudes  of  that  epoch 
in  the  history  of  the  state.  July  19,  1866,  he 
lead  to  the-hymeneal  altar  Miss  Mary  A.  Pope, 
a native  of  Putnam  count}'  and  a daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Fanny  (Weaver)  Pope.  Since 
their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
retained  their  residence  on  the  beautiful  farm- 
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stead,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  Mr.  Gilbert 
has  devoted  his  attention  with  much  intelli- 
gence and  success  for  so  many  years.  His 
farm  comprises  seventy-s;x  acres,  is  equipped 
with  a good  residence  and  other  buildings 
essential  to  the  successful  carrying  on  of  op- 
erations. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church,  in  whose  work  they 
take  an  active  interest.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  a democrat  and  has  served  as  township 
•clerk,  and  for  six  years  as  director  of  the 
county  infirmary. 

The  military  record  of  Mr.  Gilbert  is  one 
which  stands  to  his  credit  and  honor.  He  en- 
listed, August  22,  1862,  in  company  H,  the 
Qnr  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  regiment  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  and  served  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  participating  in  all  the 
engagements  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He 
■received  an  honorable  discharge  Ma\  25,  1865, 
and  returned  to  his  home  an  honored  veteran, 
and  re-entered  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  the 
“ piping  times  of  peace.” 


BRANK  GMEINER,  a leading  business 
man  of  the  thriving  little  city  of 
Ottoville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Tyrol,  Austria,  December  3, 
18:3,  a son  of  George  Gmeiner,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Monterey  township,  and  an  ex- 
soldier of  our  late  Civil  war,  and  of  whom 
more  may  be  learned  from  the  sketch  of 
Leonard  Gmeiner,  published  below.  Frank 
Gmeiner  had  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  but  two  months,  and  had  but  little  more 
than  learned  his  letters,  when  his  rather  de- 
cided to  leave  for  America,  and  -accordingly 
embarked  at  Havre,  France,  with  Ins  family, 
m 1850,  and  after  a voyage  of  thirty-two  days 
! uded  in  tin.  port  of  New  York,  win  nee  they 
tame  directly  to  Ohio,  and  here  tin  father 


purchased  forty  acres  of  land  nine  miles  from 
Fremont,  but  all  in  the  wilderness.  He  had 
barely  succeeded,  by  hard  work  and  indomit- 
able industry,  in  clearing  up  a farm,  when  he 
enlisted,  under  Capt.  Antony  Young,  for  nine 
months,  in  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry.  His  service,  however,  lasted  ten 
months,  during  which  he  took  part  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  and  received  an  honorable  dischaom  at 
the  latter  place  at  the  expiration  of  the  time 
mentioned  His  active  service  was  interrupted 
only  by  a short  detention  in  hospital  by 
chronic-diarrhea — otherwise  he  was  const-  ntly 
on  duty:  On  his  return  to  Fremont  he  sold 

his  farm  to  a comrade,  and  m April,  '864, 
came  to  Putnam  count',  and  bought  a tract  of 
! eighty  acres  in  the  woods  in  rhe  northwest 
i part  of  Monterey  town-hip.  Here  he  first 
rented  an  old  school-house  as  a -belter  for  Ins 
famih  , while  he  cleared  away  a space  the 
| woods  for  a log  cabin,  which,  through  the 
kindly  assistance  of  his  neighbors,  wa.  >0011 
I erected. 

Frank  Gmeiner,  our  subject,  wa  but 
eleven  years  of  age  when  the  family  settled  in 
Putnam  county,  and  was  the  sole  assist  . nt  of 
his  father,  he  being  the  eldest  son,  and  the 
next  son  but  five  years  old.  Frank  was, 
therefore,  early  inured  to  the  hard  work  of 
clearing  land  and  pioneer  farming,  and  was 
thus  employed  on  the  home  place  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Sandusky 
county  and  began  working  out  as  a farm  hand 
for  strangers.  The  father  now  bought  forty 
acres  adjoining  the  homestead,  upon  which 
Frank,  from  his  earnings  of  $8'  per  month, 
made  the  first  payment  of  $50,  and  lat  1 met 
the  whole  cost,  amounting  t > about  $200, 
through  the  same  source.  Frank  com  uued 
on  working  out  and  sending  hi  . arnings  to  his 
father,  who  saved  then  carefully.  Mrs  nei- 
ner.the  mother  of  our  subject  oh.  parted  this  life 
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sixteen  days  before  the  death  of  her  husband, 
after  a short  illness  of  three  days,  and  the 
demise  of  the  latter  took  place  from  quick  con- 
sumption, October  16,  1875,  aged  about  fifty 
years;  both  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Catholic  church.  The  father  had  so  much 
confidence  in  the  ability,  stamina  and  integrity 
of  P'rank,  that  he  appointed  the  latter  executor 
of  his  will  and  administrator  ot  his  estate,  and 
placed  in  his  care  the  education  of  the  yoynger 
children — and  surely  made  no  mistake  in  his 
selection. 

The  literary  education  of  our  subject  was 
comprehended  within  the  scope  of  three  months 
bv  attendance  at  the  common  school  of  his 
district  when  circumstances  permitted;  his 
training  in  the  habits  of  industry  and  self- 
reliance  was  imparted  by  his  father;  and  prob- 
ably the  latter  was  the  most  effiective,  as 
Frank’s  natural  sound  sense  would  lead  him  to 
improve  by  self-application  and  to  look  for  the 
acquirement  of  that  knowledge  which  actual 
experience  in  the  world  might  fail  to  bring. 
Frank,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  latter’s  wishes,  at  once  assumed 
the  management  of  the  homestead  and  the 
control  of  the  family,  and  for  five  years’  serv- 
ices in  the.  performance  of  this  duty  he  was 
awarded,  by  bequest,  forty  acres  of  land,  and 
that  he  performed  his  duty  well  is  evidenced 
by  the  faO  that  he  became  the  owner  of  the 
forty  acres  aforesaid.  At  the  end  of  six  years 
Frank  relinquished  his  charge  and  placed  it  in 
the  hands  of  his  youngest  brother,  Leonard, 
who  was  'quite  well  educated  and  fully  quali- 
fied for  tlie  task — the  estate  in  the  meanwhile 
having  been  duly  administered  by  Frank  and 
divided  properly  among  the  heirs. 

In  politics  P'rank  Gmeiner  is  a democrat, 
and  at  tin  early  age  of  twent'  two  years  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  position  he 
filled  two  terms;  In  was  also  appointed  ad- 
ministrator of  several  estates—ainong  then  , 


that  of  Joseph  Dotson— and  the  guardian  of 
seven  children,  whose  interests  were  conscien- 
tiously cared  for.  He  has  beside  served  on 
the 'school  board  and  as  supervisor.  After 
leaving  the  home  farm,.  Mr.  Gmeiner  ran  a 
threshing  machine  two  years,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  -the  tile  business  with  Andrew  Kehres 
and  John  J.  Millet,  and  did  a successful  busi- 
ness for  six  years;  next  he  went  into  the  plan- 
ing-mill  business  with  William  Gasser  and  has 
since  done  a large  business  in  all  kinds  of  lum- 
ber and  finishing  supplies. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gmeiner  took  place 
at  Ottoville  January  7,  189?,  to  Miss  Mary 
Mallifsky,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  in  November,  1855,  a daughter 
of  Martin  and  Mary  Mallifsky,  who  were  born 
near  Pilsen,  Bohemia.  Martin  Mallifsky  came 
to  this  country  in  -1855  and  first  located  on  a 
farm  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Wyandot  county,  thence  coming  to 
Putnam  cyunty.  PI  is  family  of  children,  six 
in  number,  were  named  Daniel.  Mary,  Charles, 
Kate,  Pllizabeth  and  Eva.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gmeiner  are  strict  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  to  the  erection  ot  the  splendid 
edifice,  St.  Mary’s  at  Ottoville  Mr.  Gmeiner 
contributed  at  least  $200  in  cash.  The  life  of 
Mr.  Gmeiner  has  been  one  of  practical  industry, 
which,  backed  by  a strict  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  morality  that  have  governed  his 
acts  since  infancy,  has  resulted  in  a reward 
that  might  be  envied  by  any  man — that  of  the 
sincere  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


EONARD  GMEINER,  the  leading 
brick  manufacturer  t Ottoville,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the 
state.  His  father,  George  Gmeiner, 
was  born  in  Tyrol,  Austria,  in  .'821,  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  married  Mary  Ann  Flatz, 
also  a native  of  Austria,  and  born  in  1S25,  the 
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result  of  their  union  being  six  children,  viz: 
Frank  and  Gebhart,  who  were  born  in  Austria, 
and  Mary,  Leonard,  Katie  and  George,  who 
were  born  in  America.  In  1859  George 
Gmeiner,  with  his  wife  and  Austrian-born  chil- 
dren, came  to  the  United  States,  and  lived  in 
Fremont,  Ohio,  until  1864,  when  he  came  to 
Putnam  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  four  and  a half  miles  northwest  of 
Ottoville,  worked  hard,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  two  Austrian-born  children,  made 
a most  pleasant  home  and  increased  the  farm, 
by  the  purchase  of  forty  acres,  to  120  acres. 
He  was  devoted  to  his  adopted  country  and 
was  extremely  public-spirited,  doing  everything 
in  his  power  to  aid  the  prosperity  of  his  town- 
ship and  county,  and  gallantly  volunteering  to 
protect  the  integrity  of  the  national  flag  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  ten 
months.  He  died  on  his  farm  at  the  age  of 
about  fifty-four  years,  and  no  man  could  have 
passed  away  more  deeply  mourned  with  heart- 
felt sorrow  by  family  and  neighbors  than  he. 

Leonard  Gmeiner,  the  gentleman  with 
whom  this  memoir  has  chiefly  to  deal,  was 
born  at  Fremont,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
January  2,  1863,  and  was  an  infant  when 
brought  to  Ottoville,  Putnam  county,  by  his 
parents.  His  education  was  that  usually  ac- 
quired in  the  district  school,  but  he  was  an  apt 
scholar  and  soon  gained  the  knowledge  neces- 
sary to  carry  him  along  successfully  in  business 
life.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began 
earning  his  own  living  by  working  as  a farm- 
hand in  his  own  neighborhood,  and  at  twenty 
years  of  age  went  to  Grundy  county,  111.,  and 
followed  the  same  pursuit  for  five  years.  He 
thus  earned  sufficient  funds  to  enable  him  to 
return,  in  the  later  part  of  1888,  to  Ottoville, 
Ohio,  and  buy  an  interest  in  the  tile  works  of 
John  J.  Miller  (see  sketch  as  given  on  another 
page),  with  whom  for  three  years  he  t arried  011 
a prosperous  busintss  under  the  Ihm-name  of 


Gmeiner  & Miller;  some  change  intervening, 
for  two  years  Mr.  Gmeiner  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness on  his  sole  account.  Mr.  Gmeiner  then 
sold  out,  and  in  1891  engaged  in  the  brick- 
making business  with  George  Miller,  brother 
of  John  J.  Miller,  under  the  firm-name  of  Miller 
& Gmeiner,  but  two  years  later  Mr.  Miller  sold 
his  interest  to  Mr.  Gmeiner,  and  now  our  sub- 
ject is  doing  a most  prosperous  business  for  his 
. own  „benefit  alone.  He  gives  constair:  em- 
I ployment  to  six  or  eight  men.  ind  burns  about 
500,000  building  brick  per  year.  In  audition 
to  his  kiln  Mr.  Gmeiner  owns  a tract  of  land 
j comprising  forty  acres,  on  which  is  a neat  and 
substantial  dwelling. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gmeiner  took  place 
at  Ottoville  February  5,  1891,  to  Miss  Mary 
Miller,  born  January  1,  1867,  a daughter 

of  John  and  Mary  Miller,  and  a niece  of 
the  Rev.  Father  Mueller,  oi  whom  men- 
tion has  so  often  been  made  within  these 
pages.  Of  course,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
that  the  German  name  Mueller  or  Muller,  has 
been  Anglicized,  in  correspondence  with  the 
pronunciation  of  the  name,  to  Miller.  1 > the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mts.  Gmeiner  have  been 
born  four  children,  as  follows:  Ameba  M., 

November  8,  1891;  Ida  Kate,  December  7, 

1 892  ; Gertrude,  April  1 5 , 1894  (died  \ugust 
30,  1894),  and  Olivia  E.,  born  July  6,  1895. 
As  may  well  be  supposed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gmeiner 
are  members  of  the  Saint  Mary’s  Catholic 
church  of  Ottoville.  In  politics  Mr.  Gmeiner 
is  a democrat,  and  was  the  marshal  ol  Otto- 
ville the  first  year  of  its  incorporation.  He  is 
truly  a self-made  man,  without  a flaw  m his 
record,  and  has  won  the  respect  of  his  fellow- 
men  through  his  straightforward  walk  in  life 
and  unwavering  integrity.  It  will  have  been 
seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  Mr.  Gi  icmer, 
although  stdl  a young  nan,  has  done  much 
I toward  advancing  the  material  prospi  'v  of 
I his  township. 
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ICHOLAS  GOETSCHIUS,  deceased,  | 
a former  well-known  citizen  of  Ot-  j 
tawa,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  I 
Ohio,  Mas  9,  [836,  a son  of  James  ! 
and  Permelia  (Smith)  Goetschius,  natives  re-  I 
spectively  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Hagers-  1 
town,  Md.  The  family  is  of  German  descent, 
and  by  occupation  James  Goetschius  was  a 
farmer.  Nicholas  Goetschius  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  earl}r  developed 
remarkable  genius  as  a mechanic.  In  1859  j 
he  came  to  Ottawa  and  opened  a machine  1 
shop  and  foundry,  with  which  he  was  con-  j 
nected  for  a number  of  years,  and  which  1 
eventually  grew  into  the  Ottawa  Wheel  works,  j 
one  of  the  best  enterprises  ever  started  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Goetschius  was  identified  with  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  Ottawa  until  1890,  j 
at  which  rune  he  sold  out  and  became  one  of  ! 
the  promoters  of  the  Ottawa  Electric  Light  i 
company,  continuing  with  the  latter  enterprise  | 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Goetschius  was  married  1 
in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  Louisa  Morrow,  daughtei  ! 
of  Charles  and  Ann  (Searls)  Morrow,  who  were  j 
among  the  old  and  respected  families  of  said  j 
city.  Three  children  resulted  from  this  mar-  I 
nage:  Morris  P.,  Charles  (deceased),  and  Ida,  ! 
wife  of  C H.  Rice.  Mrs.  Goetschius  died  May  ! 
20,  1871;  her  husband  departed  this  life  June  i 
17,  1894.  Mr.  Goetschius  was  a prominent 
factor  in  the  public  affairs  of  Ottawa,  having  ! 
served  for  a period  of  about  nineteen  years  as 
a member  of  the  city  council,  beside  holding 
other  positions  of  trust,  and  it  was  largely  1 
through  his  efforts  that  Ottawa  secured  her 
present  efficient  fire  department.  He  was  a ’ 
democrat  in  politics,  a member  of  the  F.  N 
A.  M.,  and  a broad-minded,  intelligent  and 
progressive  man  of  affairs. 

Morris  P.  Goetschius,  son  of  the  afore-  1 
mentioned  Nicholas  Goetschius,  was  born  in 
Ottawa,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  November  H>, 
1862.  His  boyhood  was  spent  with  his  grand 


parents  on  a farm  near  the  city  of  Tiffin,  where 
he  remained  until  his  sixteenth  year.  He 
graduated  from  the  public  schools  May  18, 
1882,  and  at  once  accepted  a position  with  the 
banking  firm  of  A.  V.  Rice  & Co.,  which  he 
filled  two  and  a half  years,  and  was  then  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Ottawa  Gate  Manufacturing 
company’s  plant  at  Ottawa  as  general  mana- 
ger. After  serving  in  that  capacity  most  ac- 
ceptably for  two  years  he  went  to  Omaha, 
Nebr. , where  he  remained  for  a limited  period 
as  book-keeper  for  a firm  in  that  city,  when  he 
became  associated  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  F.  E.  Sandern  company,  with  which 
he  remained  identified  until  1890  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
above  enterprise,  and,  returning  to  Ottawa, 
secured  the  franchise  and  located  the  electric 
light  plant  of  the  city,  of  which  lie  has  -ince 
had  full  control.  In  1893  the  company  was 
incorporated  as  a joint  stock  company,  w ith  a 
capital  of  $30,000,  Mr.  Goetschius  being  elected 
secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  In 
1895  he  purchased  the  transfer  and  coal  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Cartwright,  which  he  now  controls, 
and  in  various  other  ways  is  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  city.  Mi  Goetschius 
is  a young  man  in  the  prime  of  vigorous  man- 
hood, and,  judging  by  the  past,  there  is  still  a 
sphere  of  enlarged  usefulness  for  him  in  the 
future.  Politically  he  is  a democrat.  He 
stands  high  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  Ottawa 
lodge,  No.  325,  Ottawa  chapter,  No.  115,  and 
Putnam  council,  No.  69.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


HER  AH  AM  GOOD,  a retired  farmer  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a son  of  David  and  Barbara 
(Nieswauer)  Good,  and  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  February  28,  1821.  The 
parents  were  born  in  Rockingham  county,  Yu., 
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of  German  descent,  and  in  1813  came  to  Ohio 
and  were  married  the  same  year,  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Fairfield  county, 
the  father  dying  in  1836.  The  mother  is  also 
deceased.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with 
six  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living,  viz: 
Christian,  in  Darke  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years;  Abraham,  our  subject,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Berry,  of  Fairfield  county;  the  deceased 
were  named  Jacob,  Mrs.  Fannie  Berry  and 
Mrs.  Annie  Kinney. 

Abraham  Good,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  to  farming  in  Fairfield  county,  and  in 
1844  married  Miss  Malinda  Askens,  daughter 
of  Posy  and  Nancy  iBranes)  Askens,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  as  follows: 
Jane,  wife  of  Enoch  Chandler,  a carpenter  re- 
siding near  Bluffton,  Ohio;  Henry  and  Absa- 
lom, of  Union  township;  Lucinda,  wife  of 
Daniel  Clevenger;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Frank 
Ford,  and  Sarah,  married  to  Roger  Reynolds, 
also  of  Union  township.  Mrs.  Malinda  Good 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1807,  and  came  with 
her  parents  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Putnam  county  in  1865,  a highly  hon- 
ored lady.  Mr.  Good,  after  his  marriage,  re- 
sided in  Fairfield  county  until  1851,  when  he 
came  to  Putnam  county,  entered  a farm  from 
the  government,  and  then  later  bought  his 
present  place,  which  by  his  own  hard  labor  he 
redeemed  from  the  forest  and  brought  to  its 
present  state  of  excellence  and  fertility. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  Good  is  a republican, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  school  director,  as 
well  as  some  of  the  minor  township  offices. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Christian  church 
for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  has  shown  by 
his  daily  demeanor  and  peaceful  conduct  the 
fervor  and  sincerity  of  his  belief  in  the  faith. 
His  children,  also,  are  all  members  of  the 
same  denomination.  Mr.  Good  it  will  be 
seen,  is  one  of  the  old  residents  of  the  town- 
ship, and  has  assisted  materially  in  converting 


it  from  a wilderness  into  a blooming  garden  of 
fertility  and  plenty,  and  he  fully  deserves  the 
respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  citizens, 
near  and  far. 


w’ILLIAM  H.  GOOD,  a prosperous 
mm  I and  very  intelligent  farmer  of  Union 
township,  Putnam  county  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Julv 
16,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Ma- 
linda (Askens)  Good,  of  whom  a brief  sketch 
is  given  above,  and  at  the  age  of  six  or  seven 
years  was  brought  to  Putnam  county  by  his 
parents,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home.  He  was  trained  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  became  an  extraordinarily  good  bus 
bandman.  November  3,  1867,  he  married 

Miss  Hannah  Clevenger,  daughter  of  Jaco; 
and  Eliza  (Rimer)  Clevenger,  one  ol  the  pio- 
neer families  of  the  township.  To  this  unio: 
have  been  born  three  children,  viz.  Benja- 
min, a farmer  of  Union  township,  born  M;v 
27,  1869;  William,  born  November  1 t,  1872, 
and  Perry  Albert,  born  January  20,  1874 
Mrs.  Hannah  Good’s  birth  occurred  in  Put- 
nam county,  November  26,  1847. 

Before  marriage  Mr.  Good  had,  for  two  or 
more  years,  followed  carpentering,  a trade  he 
had  mastered  in  addition  to  the  vocation  of 
farming,  but  after  his  marriage  he  at  once  set- 
tled down  to  farming  in  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  eight  years;  and  then 
came  to  Union  township  and  for  five  year 
resided  on  the  Clevenger  homestead  At  odd 
times  for  thirteen  years  he  has  farmed  and  at 
tended  this  calling  while  working  at  h:s  trade 
of  carpentering,  and  also  passed,  during  th  - 
interval,  a second  occupancy  of  the  < levenger 
homestead,  lasting"  seven  years.  About  1891 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  and  in  1893 
erected  the  handsonu  dwelling  he  now  occu 
pies.  In  politics  he  L a republicai  and  has 
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filled  several  minor  offices,  including  that  of 
school  director,  but  has  never  manifested  any 
particular  desire  for  political  distinction  or 
office  holding.  As  a member  of  the  Christian 
church  he  has  always  been  prominent,  ardent, 
and  active,  and  of  this  religious  denomination 
his  wife  and  children  are  also  consistent  and 
devoted  members.  Mr.  Good  was  appointed 
the  guardian  of  Laura  Rager,  an  orphan,  who 
who  has  since  made  her  home  with  his  family, 
and  is  being  reared  with  all  the  tender  care 
that  would  or  could  have  been  bestowed  upon 
her  by  her  own  parents,  Mr.  Good  having  ful- 
filled his  sacred  trust  with  conscientious  fidel- 
ity. He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  citiz< -rs 
of  the  township  and  a highly  esteemed  and 
honored  gentleman. 


ON.  JOHN  H.  GORDON,  deceased, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  state  he  spent  his  early  life. 
He  was  a self-educated  man,  came  to 
Ohio  a number  of  years  ago  and  settled  in 
Butler  county,  where  he  married  Mrs.  Jane  C. 
Perry,  by  whom  he  had  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, all  daughters,  viz:  Ruth,  deceased, 

wife  ol  Edward  Dunn,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Rebecca  [.,  wife  of  W.  C.  G.  Krauss,  of 
Ottawa,  Ohio;  Zella,  wife  of  George  D. 
Kinder;  Clyde,  wife  of  Dr.  Warren  F.  Reed; 
Mrs.  Minerva  Hornaday,  matron  of  the  sol- 
diers’ home,  Xenia,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Gordon,  by  a 
previous  marriage,  had  one  child,  Mary  P., 
wife  of  James  Johnson,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

For  some  time  after  coming  to  Ohio,*Mr. 
Gordon  taught  school  and  is  remembered  as  a 
very  efficient  instructor,  particularly  in  mathe- 
matics, of  which  branch  he  made  a specialty. 
He  served  three  terms  as  recorder  of  Butler 
county,  < )hio,  and  also  operated  a farm  and 
was  in  the  livery  business  in  Hamilton,  Ohio. 
In  1 80b  he  moved  his  family  to  Putnam 


county  and  for  some  years  thereafter  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  but  later 
turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and  build- 
ing and  also  to  the  making  of  stone  roads. 
He  was  elected' to  the  office  of  probate  judge 
two  terms,  was  twice  mayor  of  Ottawa,  and 
for  many  years  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  this  latter  office  Mr.  Gordon 
always  used  every  reasonable  effort  to  effect 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  difficulties  without 
bringing  them  to  trial,  as  he  had  a profound 
dislike  for  litigation,  on  account  of  the  bad 
feeling  it  usually  engendered.  He  was  a man 
of  the  strictest  morality  and  integrity,  r-njoyed 
the  confidence  of  the  community  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  would  rather  suffer  a wroi  g than 
commit  one.  While  on  the  bench,  Judge 
Gordon  frequently  refused  to  collect  his  fees, 
feeling  that  the  people  were  too  poor  to  be 
taxed  for  his  services.  Liberal  to  a fault,  his 
charities  were  widely  dispensed,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  never  succeeded  u,  accu- 
mulating much  wealth,  but  his  good  name  and 
almost  blameless  character  were,  to  him,  of 
far  greater  value  than  earthly  riches.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a stanch  democrat,  and  during 
the  war  an  ardent  Union  man,  doing,  much  to 
induce  young  men  of  his  county  to  volunteer. 
By  reason  of  an  accident  in  which  he  lost  an 
arm  while  a young  man,  he  was  not  eligible 
for  military  service,  else  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  distinguished  himself  as  a soldier.  His 
was,  indeed,  a useful  life  of  high  aims,  and  in 
his  death  the  county  of  Putnam  lost  one  of  its 
most  prominent  and  highly  valued  citizens. 


OHN  GRANT,  of  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio  is  the  oldest  liv- 
ing pioneer  and  farmer  of  the  township, 
and  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
July  ii,  1822,  of  evidentk  Scotch  descent. 
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His  grandfather,  also  named  John  Grant,  was 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  plainly  came  from 
an  ante-Revolutionary  family.  From  New 
Jersey  he  moved  to  Washington  county,  Pa., 
and  thence  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Stark 
county.  There  he  underwent  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  frontier  life,  but  eventually  developed 
a farm  of  160  acres  from  the  forest,  on  which 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had 
married,  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  a Miss 
Cosner,  who,  with  him,  died  in  the  faith  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Grant  was  a 
man  of  splendid  physical  development,  and, 
like  most  powerfully  built  men,  possessed  a 
kindly  and  admirable  disposition.  In  politics 
he  was  a Jacksonian  democrat. 

David  Grant,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  was  reared 
a farmer,  and  there  married  Rebecca  Rape, 
this  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  the  follow- 
ing children,  in  the  order  here  named:  Mary 
A.,  John,  Joseph,  Harriet,  David,  Lytia, 
George,  Eunice,  Rebecca,  Runie  and  Jere- 
miah. Coming  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania, 
David  with  his  family  resided  in  Jefferson 
count}'  about  four  years  on  a farm,  and  then 
went  to  Sandusky  county,  and  there  bought  a 
farm  of  160  acres  near  Fremont,  and  took 
possession  of  it  ere  there  had  been  built  a 
cabin,  but  from  the  wilds  of  this  tract  he 
eventually  brought  forth  a farm  that  was  both 
productive  and  profitable.  In  the  beginning 
there  were  a few  cabins  scattered  about  the 
neighborhood  and  a few  white  settlers,  but 
there  were  plenty  of  wigwams  and  Indians, 
and  wild  animals.  Mr.  Grant  became  one  of 
the  most  prominent  residents  of  Sandusky 
county,  was  a leader  in  the  local  politics  of 
the  democratic  party,  and  a pillar  in  the 
Methodist  Lpiscopal  church.  Financially  he 
was  well  conditioned  and  consequently  greatly 
respected. 

John  Grant,  the  gentleman  whose  name 


opens  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  agriculture, 
and  received  as  good  a literary  education  as 
could  be  obtained  at  the  pioneer  log  school- 
house  of  his  early  boyhood.  His  first  start  in 
life  was  as  a stock  dealer.  He  married  Miss 
Rebecca  Sanford,  a nativive  of  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Cas- 
sidy) Sanford,  this  happy  union  resulting  in 
the  birth  of  the  following  children:  David, 

Frank,  Joseph,  Lecta.  Alice  and  Lewis.  In 
1850  Mr.  Grant  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
there  being  at  that  time  but  two  spots  in  the 
whole  tow  nship  that  wa  re  cleared.  Bear,  deer, 
and  other  game  abounded,  as  well  as  wolves 
I and  panthers.  He  wrought  out  from  the  for- 
| est  a home  of  which  he  may  well  feel  proud, 
and  after  undergoing  all  the  privations-'  and 
hardships  of  the  frontier  life  in  this  county, 
has  been  rewarded  by  a competence,  c- 'insist- 
ing of  his  well  improved  homestead  el  160 
acres  and  an  additional  farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Defiance  county.  He  has  been  able,  beside, 
to  generously  assist  Ins  children  in  their  life 
start,  and  also  to  place  some  of  his  ~ .plus 
capital  at  interest,  thus  providing  for  his  de- 
clining years.  His  faithful  life-partner  sur- 
survived  until  July  25.  1893,  w hen  she  expired 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  eh  irch, 
of  which  she  had  been  a life-long  member. 

Mr.  Grant,  before  the  war,  was  a republi- 
can and  was  always  a patriotic  unionist,  and 
when  the  Rebellion  broke  out  volunteer'd  in 
defense  of  the  national  Hag,  but  his  services 
were  declined  on  account  of  disability,  evi- 
denced by  the  oncoming  ol  age.  He  still  ad- 
heres to  his  political  proclivities,  and  as  a re- 
publican he  served  as  township  treasurer  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  has  also  tilled  the  offices  of 
trustee  and  supervisor  of  his  township.  As  a 
Methodist  he  has  f 1 1 1 1 \ lived  up  to  the  teach- 
ings of  his  church,  the  meeting-house  of  w hich 
denomination  in  his  township  he  largely  aided 
through  lus  contributions  to  build,  ile  is 


" ■ . ; 

> * 

t , , 

.....  . o ■'  . ; 

■ . v ' - 

• i 

,.> 


■ 

i 

4 • '•  2 • . ^ *s 

• u 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY, 


1UV» 


largely  known  throughout  the  country,  and  his 
venerable  but  still  comparatively  upright  form 
is  reverenced  and  honored  wherever  seen. 


BRANK  GRANT,  a young  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  the 
venerable  John  Grant,  the  pioneer, 
whose  biography  may  be  found  above.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Putnam  county  February 
25,  i860,  and  was  reared  on  bis  father’s  farm. 
The  owner  of  his  own  farm,  he  has  not  only 
cultivated  it  and  brought  it  under  a thorough 
state  of  tillage,  but  he  has  added  materially  to 
his  income  by  operating  a threshing  machine 
since  1883,  with  the  exception,  only,  of  three 
seasons.  He  received  a very  good  common- 
school  education  near  his  early  home,  and  was 
full)' qualified  with  the  book  learning  necessary 
for  the  practical  affairs  of  a business  life,  as 
far  as  it  pertains  to  the  prosecution  of  farming 
and  the  transactions  connected  therewith. 

December  26,  1 S80,  Mr.  Grant  married 

Jeannette  Thornton,  who  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1862,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Sarah  (Filer)  Thornton  (now  resi- 
dents of  < Htawa),  and  a young  lady  suited  in 
years,  intehectual  qualities  and  amiable  dispo- 
sition to  become  his  life-companion.  To  this 
happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  have  been 
born  tin  following  children : OrphaV.,  Loyd, 

Elmer  E..  Iris,  Mabel,  Edwin  H , Otto  E.  and 
Chloe  H.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Grant  made 
his  residence  in  Defiance  county  until  1884, 
when  lie  returned  to  Putnam  county  and  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on 
which  h<  has  erected  a line  dwelling,  built  a 
good,  substantial  barn  and  suitable  out-build- 
ings, and  otherwise  improved  it  with  thorough 
tiling  and  judicious  cultivation,  having  now 
one  ot  th  ■ best  moderate-sized  farms  in  the 
township. 


Rocked  in  the  cradle  of  Republicanism, 
Mr.  Grant  has  grown  up  imbued  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party.  In  religion  both  he  and 
wife  are  earnest  Methodists,  and  both  aie  also 
members  of  grange  No.  777,  P.  of  Id.,  in 
which  he  is  the  present  master.  Mr.  Grant 
has  reached  a prominence  among  his  fellow- 
citizens  seldom  enjoyed  by  a man  of  Ins  age, 
and  a brighter  future  seems  for  him  to  be  in- 
evitable. 


LIJAH  \Y.  GREENE,  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Pleasant  township, 
Putnam  county,  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  Licking  countv.  August  13, 
1826.  He  is  a son  of  Henn  and  Charlotta 
(Gorbin)  Greene,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  tlnur  four 
children  came  to  Ohio  in  1825,  locating  in 
Licking  county.  In  the  spring  of  1833  they 
removed  to  Hardin  county,  and  in  1834  to 
Hancock  county,  where  the  mother  died  in 
1836,  in  about  her  fortieth  year,  he  dying  in 
Columbus  Grove,  having  spent  the  fourteen 
years  preceding  his  death  with  his  son,  Elijah 
W.  Both  parents  were  members  of  tin  Meth- 
odist church.  To  them  ten  children  were 
born,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
children  were  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  married 

Coleman  Woodward,  and  died  in  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  leaving  two  children;  I. lienor 
married  Thomas  Bates,  and  died  on  the  Osage 
river,  in  Missouri,  leaving  two  children,  Alli- 
son, now  a farmer,  residing  about  three  miles 
east  of  Columbus  Grove,  in  Pleasant  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Elijah  W. , our  subject ; 
James,  Davis,  Allen,  Iontha  md  Ch.ulotte, 
who  died  in  childhood,  and  Margaret,  who 
married  Cooper  McComb,  ol  Pleasant  town- 
ship, and  died,  leaving  four  children. 


■ 

\ 

- 


■ . . 


. n . .. 


200 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


Elijah  W.  Greene’s  mother  died  when  he 
was  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  two  years  later 
he  was  bound  out  to  a farmer  named  John 
Clawer,  of  Hancock  county,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  went  to  school  two  months  in  every 
year  during  the  time  he  was  bound,  thus  se- 
curing a year’s  schooling  during  the  entire  six 
vears.  Yet  during  that  time  he  applied  him- 
self diligently  to  his  lessons,  and  many  a night 
he  pursued  his  studies  by  the  light  of  a hickory 
bark  fire,  thereby  becoming  a much  better 
educated  man  than  the  average  for  his  time, 
and  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  was 
given  a license  to  teach  school,  and  taught 
the  same  school  in  which  he  learned  the  alpha- 
bet. In  1874  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
VanLue,  Hancock  county.  On  the  13th  day 
of  August  (his  birthday),  [848,  lie  reached 
Columbus  Grove  and  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising in  that  place,  at  which  he  contin- 
ued until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 
In  August,  1 86 ! , he  enlisted  in  company  K, 
of  the  Fourteenth  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  served  one  year,  when  he  was 
ordered  discharged  for  disability.  After  his 
discharge  he  returned  home,  and  the  same 
year,  1863,  was  appointed  internal  revenue 
assessor,  and  in  that  year,  also,  re-entered  the 
army  as  first  lieutenant  of  company  I,  Eighty- 
eighth  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase  on  July  3,  1865, 
and  then  returned  to  his  home. 

While  in  the  store  at  Columbus  Grove  Mr. 
Greene  read  law,  in  1853  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  is  now  the  oldest  man  who  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Putnam  county,  all  those 
who  were  admitted  before  him  lx  ing  now 
dead.  He  practiced  law  before  the  war,  and 
upon  his  return  from  the  war  he  practiced  for 
about  ten  years.  On  December  1,  1869,  he 
took  the  position  of  internal  revenue  store- 


keeper for  the  government,  he  being  stationed 
at  Delphos,  which  position  he  held  for  five 
years  longer  than  any  other  storekeeper  in 
Ohio. 

Just  before  the  war  closed  Mr.  Greene  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  town- 
-sliip,  and  August  13,  1874,  he  moved  to  this 
farm,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Subse- 
quently he  added  to  this  farm,  by  purchase, 
until  he  had  altogether  155  acres;  recently  he 
sold  off  eighty  acres,  as  he  had  more  than  he 
could  look  after,  personally.  In  1877  Mr. 
Greene  was  appointed  by  President  Hayes 
postmaster  at  Columbus  Grove,  and  this  posi- 
tion he  held  until  the  Arthur  administration — 
a period  of  four  years  and  three  months.  Mr. 
Greene  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Royal  Arcanum  and  rhe  G.  A.  R.  In  1847 
Mr.  Greene  was  married  to  Mary  L.  Conn, 
who  was  born  in  AtC  ns  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
Conn.  Her  death  occurred  Novemlx  • 17, 

1870,  in  her  fifty -sixth  year,  leaving  three  out 

of  six  children.  Tin  se  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Wilson  Taylor,  now  a resident  of 

Newton,  Kans. ; Robert  Henry,  deceased  in 
childhood;  Francis  Ellen,  deceased  in  child- 
hood; Laura  Jane,  deceased  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years;  Caroline,  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
Behm,  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  Alice,  now  the 
wife  of  James  Righter,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Greene  was  next  married,  December  5, 

1871,  to  Jennie  Parker,  of  Lima,  Ohio.  Mrs. 

Parker  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
May  15,  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Lcutilus 
and  Mary  (Place)  Ward.  Her  grandfather 
Ward  was  the  second  son  of  Lord  Ward,  of 
Devonshire,  England,  who,  with  his  wife,  two 
sons  and  his  daughter,  came  to  the  United 
States  ami  settled  at  Newark,  Ohio,  where  he 
died,  July  15,  1867.  Two  sons  were  tin  re- 
sult of  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Greene, 
and  were  named  as  follows:  Joseph  L born 
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May  30,  1862,  now  of  Kingsley,  Kans.,  and 
Martin  A.,  born  February  6,  1863,  now  of 
Kendall,  Kans. 


USANNA  GREMLING  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  prominent  residents 
of  Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  offer 
our  readers  a brief  sketch  of  her  life.  Nicholas 
G rending,  deceased,  was  the  son  of  Lewis  and 
Catherine  (Reading)  Gremling  and  was  born  in 
Belgium,  April  18,  1819,  and  the  father  of 
Lewis  was  also  a Belgian,  named  Michael 
Gremling.  Nicholas,  the  fourth  son  of  Lewis, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1837,  and  settled 
in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  worked  as  day  la- 
borer for  live  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  bought  a saw-mill  and  operated  it  for  seven 
years;  then  bought- forty  acres  of  land  in  Seneca 
county,  which  he  farmed  for  six  years,  and  in 
1863  came  to  Putnam  county  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  uncleared  land,  which  he  began  at 
once  to  improve. 

On  Marc  h 6,  1838,  Nicholas  Gremling  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Susanna  Wagner,  the 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Neither- 
core)  Wagner,  the  marriage  being  blessed  with 
ten  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Nicholas,  Charles,  “out  in  the  world;' 
Michael,  a carpenter  of  Delphos,  Ohio;  Susan, 
wife  of  J.  b . Rudolph,  a well-borer,  living  in 
Chicago,  III.;  Simon,  a farmer,  residing  at 
home;  Lewis,  an  employee  on  the  railroad  at 
Plolgate,  Ohio;  John,  who  died  at  eighteen 
years  of  age;  Lena,  wife  of  j.  Magmus,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Frank,  a rail- 
way employee  at  Delphos,  and  Sophia,  wife  of 
John  Frhart,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township, 
Putnam  county.  The  mother  was  born  ii 
Belgium,  in  r parents  being  natives  of  that 
country,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  in  1788 
and  her  mother’s  ten  years  later.  They  came 


to  America  in  1833,  locating  in  Seneca  county, 
where  they  followed  farming  until  1857, 
when  they  emigrated  to  Minnesota,  where  the 
father  died  in  [863  and  the  mother  in  1865. 
Mrs.  Gremling’s  father  was  a soldier  for  three 
years  in  the  army  of  the  great  Napoleon,  re- 
ceived a wound  in  his  hand,  and  was  dis- 
charged with  honor.  During  his  residence  in 
the  United  States  he  was  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  religion  a communicant  of  the 
Catholic  church.  He  was  the  father  of  thir- 
teen children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
CatharineS.,  of  Indiana;  Michael,  a retired 
farmer  of  Delphos,  Ohio;  Mrs  Susanna  Grem- 
ling, with  whose  name  this  sketch  is  headed, 
and  Thersa,  wife  of  Peter  Sieren,  a merchant 
of  Paulding  county.  Mrs.  Gremling  still  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm  which  she  and  her 
husband  moved  upon  on  their  first  coming  to 
this  country,  and  where  the  husband  died. 
Politically  Mr.  Gremling  affiliated  with  the 
democratic  part}';  he  was  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  died  in  this  faith  January 
22,  1892,  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  Mrs.  Gremling  has  four  surviving  broth- 
ers and  sisters  and  many  kind  and  true  friends 
to  cheer  her  remaining  years  and  make  life 
happy  and  pleasant. 


EV.  GEORGE  L.  GRIFFETH,  one  of 
the  well-known  citizens  of  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio,  and  a minister  of  the 
Christian  church,  is  a native  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  N.  Y.,  born  on  November  1,  1825. 
He  is  a son  of  Lazareth  and  Matilda  (Wilcox) 
Griffith,  both  natives  of  New  York  state.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  when  the  latter  was 
five  months  of  age,  and  the  mother  of  subject 
died  in  1880. 

George  L.  Griffeth  was  the  only  child  born 
to  his  parents.  He  received  hi-  academic  edu- 
cation, and  was  reared  upon  tlu  farm.  At  the 
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age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began  preaching 
the  gospel,  and  two  years  later  was  ordained  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  church.  In  1849  he 
came  west  to  Michigan,  where  he  preached  the 
gospel  for  twenty-one  years.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Miami  county,  Ohio,  and  there  preached  for 
seventeen  years.  He  came  to  Columbus  Grove 
in  1888,  and  has  since  resided  here,  filling  the 
Columbus  Grove  pulpit  four  years,  and  had 
charge  at  different  points.  The  last  few  years 
he  has  supplied  at  various  towns,  but  at  the 
present  time  he  has  no  regular  charge.  He  ] 
intends  to  make  his  home  in  Miand  county,  ! 
where  he  owns  property.  In  1892  Rev.  Grif- 
feth  was  the  republican  .nominee  for  congress 
from  the  Fifth  Ohio  congressional  district, 
and  though  he  went  down  to  defeat  in  the 
general  landslide  of  that  year,  he  ran  ahead  of 
his  ticket  in  a democratic  district,  and  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  elected  had  everything 
been  equal.  He  was  again  solicited  to  make 
the  race  for  congress  in  1894,  but  declined 
to  do  so. 

Rev.  Griffeth  was  married  on  May  29,  1847, 
to  Miss  Lorinda  Burr,  of  New  York  state,  and 
a descendant  of  that  family  of  which  Aaron 
Burr  was  a member.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Rev.  Griffeth  and  wife,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living — Laura,  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Jay,  of  Miami  county,  and  jennie  M., 
at  home. 


OHN  H.  GRIFFITH,  now  a well-to-do 
farmer  of  Sugar  (.'reek  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Wales, 
was  born  in  December,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  l high  and  Mary  (Lewis)  Griffith",  the 
former  a small  farmer.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Lewis,  was  also  a farmer  of 
moderate  means.  Hugh  and  Mary,  now  de- 
ceased, were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Sarah,  Jane,  Ann,  John  H.  (subject)  Esther 


and  Humphrey.  Of  these,  only  two  survive — 
Jane,  who  came  to  America  about  1848,  is 
now  the  widow  of  Edward  Reynolds,  has 
seven  children  and  resides  in  Columbus,  Ohio; 
John  H.,  the  other  survivor,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

John  H.  Griffith  was  about  six  years  of  age 
when  his  mother  died;  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
was  thrown  altogether  upon  his  own  resources, 
his  father  being  unable  to  keep  his  family  to- 
gether. John  Id.  then  worked  out  by  the 
year,  being  deprived  of  all  educational  : Ivan- 
tages  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  America, 
landed  in  New  York,  borrowed  sufficient  money 
to  bring  him  through  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
was  there  employed  in  various  kinds  of  labor- 
ing for  about  fourteen  years.  In  1859  he  mar- 
j ried  Margaret  Roberts,  rented  a house,  and 
| still  continued  to  do  laboring  work.  Mrs. 
Griffith  w as  born  in  Wales  in  1823,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  Roberts,  who  both  died  in 
Wales  while  their  daughter  w is  still  a voting 
woman.  In  1849,  Mrs.  Griffith  came  with  a 
colony  to  America,  and  was  variousl}’  employed 
until  her  marriage,  having  undergone  many 
hardships  in  the  meantime.  Mr.  Griffith,  dur- 
ing his  many  years  of  labor  in  Columbus, 
saved  some  money,  and  in  1863  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  bought  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land, 
of  which  six  acres  had  hern  cleared  and  which 
had  been  improved  with  a cabin,  into  which 
he  moved  his  small  family.  In  May,  1864, 
Mr.  Griffith  enlisted,  under  Capt.  Patrick,  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  for  100  days,  served  at  Wash- 
ington, 1).  G.,  on  guard  duty,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Gamp  Chase,  Ohio,  August 
27,  1864.  During  the  interval,  Mrs.  Griffith 
been  suffering  from  illness,  and  on  his  return 
from  the  army,  becoming  discouraged  with  his 
farm,  sold  it  and  pun  based  the  eighty  acres 
in  Sugar  Greek  township  on  which  he  till  re- 
sides. On  this  tract  was  a cabin,  and  of  the 
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land  eight  acres  had  been  partly  cleared.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Griffith  manfully  continued  the  | 
good  work,  and  has  now  a commodious  two- 
story  frame  dwelling,  large  barn,  out-buildings, 
etc.;  his  land  is  mostly  all  cleared,  his  fields 
ditched  and  being  tiled,  and  he  has  made  a 
most  desirable  home,  all  with  his  own  hands, 
where  he  enjoys-  in  comfort  and  peace  the  | 
fruits  of  his  labor  and  deprivation. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  one 
of  whom,  however,  died  in  infancy,  the  sur- 
vivors being  John,  who  is  in  the  feed  business 
at  Lima;  Mary,  wife  of  Jonathan  Roberts, 
manager  of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Griffith; 
Hugh,  a farmer,  and  Margaret  A.,  wife  of 
John  Vandemark,  also  a farmer.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Calvanistic  Methodist  ! 
church;  Mr.  Griffith  is  in  politics  a republican  ] 
and  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  offices  of  the 
township.  He  is  regarded  by  his  nighbors 
with  great  respect  as  an  upright,  industrious 
citizen,  who  woidd  be  a credit  to  any  community,  j 


J.  GRIFFITHS,  a leading  farmer 
of  Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Cam- 
bria county,  Pa.,  wras  born  June  1 8, 
1827,  and  was  reared  a farmer.  In  1852  he 
came  to  Ohio,  located  in  Allen  county,  near  j 
Delphos,  was  employed  by  the  month  at  farm- 
ing and  at  carpenter  work  for  two  years,  and  j 
then  bought  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  in  Marion 
township,  Allen  county.  December  12,  1854, 
he  married  Miss  Ann  Hughes,  daughter  of  ! 
Jenkins  and  Jane  (Morgan)  Hughes,  natives  of  | 
Wales,  where,  also,  Mrs.  Griffiths  w'as  born  1 
January  5,  1830.  Upon  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Griffiths  settled  upon  his  farm,  of  which  he 
cleared  sixty  acres;  and  after  having  under- 
gone all  the  toil  and  hardships  of  the  frontier 
farmei , sold  his  place  and  bought  the  Hughes 


farm  in  Union  township,  Putnam  county,  on 
which  he  made  a home  for  twenty-one  years. 
This  magnificent  estate  of  240  acres  he  divided 
in  January,  1893,  among  his  children,  except- 
ing only  a small  portion,  which  he  disposed  of 
by  sale,  and  then  retired  to  Vaughnsville  to 
pass  in  quietude  his  declining  days,  after  con- 
quering a country  with  no  roads  and  facing 
malaria  for  years,  and  successfully  struggling 
with  the  giants  of  the  forest  and  winning  from 
the  stubborn  soil  the  choicest  rewards  that 
Mother  Nature  had  to  bestow. 

W.  J.  Griffiths,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  the  third  of  the  ten  children  born  to  John 
and  Jane  (Lewis)  Griffiths,  natives  of  Wales, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  about  the  year 
1822,  settled  first  in  Pennsylvania  on  leased 
land,  cleared  up  a farm,  and  afterward  bought 
the  farm  on  which  the  mother  died  in  1866 
and  the  father  in  1885,  in  Cambria  county, 
Pa.,  in  the  Congregational  church.  Their  ten 
children  were  born  and  named  in  the  following 
order:  Evan  and  Catherine,  both  deceased; 

W.  J.,  our  subject;  Mary,  deceased;  Jane; 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  Sarah,  John,  Edward; 
and  Margaret,  deceased. 

Jenkins  Hughes,  father  of  Mrs.  Griffiths, 
w'as  born  October  13,  1802,  and  his  wife  April 
22,  1806.  In  1833  the  family  came  to  the 
United  States,  landed  in  New  York,  came  to 
Ohio  and  lived  in  Newark  three  years,  then 
came  to  Putnam  county,  where  Mr.  Hughes 
entered  a farm,  on  which  he  made  Ins  home 
until  his  death,  April  19,  1887,  having  lost 
his  wife  January  29,  1886.  Of  their  nine 

children,  eight  were  reared  to  maturity,  viz: 
Ann  (Mrs.  Griffiths),  Ellen,  wife  ol  Christopher 
Krause,  of  Arkansas;  John  M.,  deceased;  Mary 
J.,  deceased;  David,  a member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
died  at  Chattanooga  from  wounds  received  in 
battle;  Evan,  died  in  the  sice  ■ of  Vicksburg; 
Margaret  M.,  wife  of  Hugh  I Hughes  Leah, 
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who  died  single,  and  Joseph  E.,  deceased.  • Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  were  sincere  Christians  and 
devoted  members  of  the  Calvinistic  Methodist 
church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder.  He  was 
constantly  engaged  in  church  work — inauguat- 
ing  the  first  Sunday-school  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, hold'ng  its  sessions  in  his  own  house, 
and  assisting  in  inaugurating  the  first  congre- 
gation and  in  building  the  hist  church  edifice. 

Of  the  five  children  that  blessed  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \Y.  J.  Griffiths,  two  died  in 
infancy;  of  the  three  that  grew  to  maturity 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Evan  T.  Reese,  farmer; 
Margaret  A.  is  married  to  James  P.  Jones,  of 
Columbus  Grove,  and  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Richard  Eoulkes,  a farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griffiths  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Griffiths  is  a repub- 
lican. He  has  tilled  a few  minor  offices  as  a 
matter  of  public  duty,  but  has  never  had  any 
desire  for  official  position.  He  has  been  a true 
mail  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and  is  univer- 
sally honored  for  his  upright  character,  his 
enterprising  spirit  and  his  unaffected  and  gen- 
tle manners. 


aLARENCE  W.  GRISWOLD,  the  effi- 
cient agent  of  the  Eindlay,  Port 
Wayne  & Western  railroad  at  Ot- 
tawa, is  a native  of  Summit  count)', 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cuyahoga 
Falls  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1871. 
His  parents,  Willard  M.  and  Susan  L.  (Under- 
wood) Griswold,  are  both  natives  of  the  same 
county  and  state,  and  reside  at  this  time  at 
Cuyahoga  Fulls.  Willard  M.  Griswold  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  Connecticut  family,  and 
has  been  identified  with  railroading  the  greater 
part  of  his  lile,  having  held  the  position  of 
agent  with  the  Cleveland,  Akron  & Columbus 
railroad  company  for  a period  of  thirty  years. 
He  began  as  telegraph  operator,  and  continued 


in  active  service  until  his  retirement  in  the 
year  of  1887.  His  father  was  a farmer,  and  a 
man  who  made  many  friends  wherever  his  lot 
was  cast.  Willard  and  Susan  Grisw'old  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Clarence  W. — 
u'hose  name  introduces  this  biography — and 
Ellen  M.  By  a previous  marriage  with  a Miss 
Demining,  daughter  of  Seymour  Demining, 
Mr.  Griswold  was  the  father  of  two  children — - 
MaryE.,  wife  of  Fred  Dyer,  and  Charlotte  E., 
deceased  wife  of  H.  E.  Hickox. 

Clarence  W . Griswold  received  a high- 
school  education  in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  sixteen  began  clerking  in  a 
clothing  house  of  that  town,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  for  a period  of  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  became  bookkeeper 
for  the  Brunswick  Cigar  company  of  Findlay, 
which  position  he  held  for  a few  years,  c ad  in 
September,  1891,  entered  the  service  of  the 
Findlay,  Fort  Wayne  & Western  railroad  as 
agent  at  Creswell,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a 
short  time,  being  transferred  from  that  | iace 
to  Cloverdale,  where  he  had  charge  of  the 
office  until  March  1,  1892.  In  the  latter  year 
he  was  transferred  to  Ottawa,  where  he  has 
since  had  charge  of  the  company’s  business, 
and  he  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
competent  and  obliging  agents  of  the  above 
line.  When  a lad  of  twelve  Mr.  Griswold 
learned  telegraphy,  in  which  he  acquired  great 
proficiency.  Besides  his  duties  as  railroad 
agent  he  has  charge  of  the  American  Express 
company's  office  at  Ottawa,  and  has  also  had 
considerable  experience  at  different  times  as 
extra,  in  railroad  work,  for  the  Cleveland,  Ak- 
ron & Columbus  and  Baltimore  A Ohio  roads. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  married  April  27,  1893, 
to  Miss  Mar)'  ].  Hoffa,  ot  Ottawa,  daughter  of 
John  M.  and  Lena  (Zimmerman)  Hoffa,  a 
union  blessed  with  the  birth  of  one  child,  Ella 
Mill)'.  Mrs  Griswold  was  born  in  Palmyra, 
Pa.  She  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 


. iM*'  1 

> <■.  j ■ i \ 

. * "'M  - - :•  " ■ ■ V 

, ...i  \ -'K  - ' ' ‘ 

■* 


»*•«*«=»  ».<  • 


' 


WILLIAM  CUFFY. 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


207 


and  is  very  popular  in  Ottawa,  both  she  and 
her  husband  moving  in  the  best  circles  of 
society. 


I LEI  AM  GUFFY,  one  of  the  oldest 
a 1 an'd  most  prominent  farmers  of  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
November  22,  1806,  the  younger  of  twins,  the 
first-born  children  of  John  and  Nancy  (Pendle- 
ton) Guffy.  natives  of  Kentucky.  Henry 
Guffy,  father  of  John  Guffy,  with  two  brothers, 

■ :nne  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Kentucky  at 
a very  early  date  in  the  history  of  the  state, 
and  was  k 1 led  by  Indians.  John  Guffy,  father 
of  our  subject,  had  one  full  brother,  one  full  | 
sister,  and  five  half-brothers  and  sisters.  Of 
these,  the  full  brother,  Henry  Guffy,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
in  1S12  or  1813.  The  father,  John  Guffy,  was 
quite  a young  man  when  he  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  mother  and  step-father,  who  settled 
in  Franklin  county.  John  was  there  married 
and  lived  on  leased  land;  in  1829  he  came  to 
Putnam  county  and  entered  a tract  of  land  in 
Sugar  Creek  township,  but  did  not  come  to 
permanently  reside  until  1831,  when  he  en- 
tered additional  land,  making  a total  of  304 
acres,  on  which  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  1,  1874.  He  had 
risen  to  be  a gentleman  of  considerable  im- 
portance  in  his  township  and  county,  and  died 
a greatly  respected  and  honored  man.  Of  his 
land,  forty  acres  were  obtained  with  a warrant 
granted  him  for  his  services  in  the  war  of  1812; 
this  tract  was  increased  to  304  acres,  and 
lie  owned,  beside,  1 20  acres  in  Kansas. 

William  Guffy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
and,  like  al!  the  male  members  of  the  famih, 
he  acquired  great  skill  as  a hunter.  In  those 
days  the  bonder  forests  were  filled  with  game 


and  beasts  of  prey,  all,  when  slaughtered, 
yielding  a double  source  of  revenue — the  for- 
mer for  food,  and  both  the  former  and  latter 
peltries,  that  were  easily  exchangeable,  partly 
for  cash  and  partly  for  the  commoner  kinds  of 
dry  goods  and  groceries.  Flour  and  meal,  how- 
ever, were -obtained  with  difficulty,  and  the 
latter  consisted  chiefly  of  grated  corn — and 
even  for  this,  at  one  time,  our  subject  had  to 
travel  to  mill  eighty-one  miles,  taking  seven 
days  for  the  round  trip.  When  he  had  eventu- 
ally settled  down  to  farming,  he  was  compelled 
to  haul  his  surplus  products  100  miles  to 
market,  atrip  requiring  ten  da\s.  To  group 
the  Guffy  children  together,  it  may  be  luted 
that  to  John  and  Nancy  were  born  a family  of 
ten,  in  the  following  order : Isaac  and  William, 
twins,  of  whom  Isaac  died  in  Kansas  hebru- 
ary  2,  1885;  Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Parker;  Henry,  deceased;  Jane,  married 
to  James  McKinley;  Joseph,  who  was  killed 
by  a falling  tree  in  1835;  Aquilla,  who  died 
and  left  a family  of  six  children,  Sarah,  wife 
of  Jacob  Rhodes;  Nelson,  now  of  Michigan, 
and  Elizabeth,  married  to  William  McLain,  a 
farmer.  To  our  subject,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  T.  Jacobs  in  1834,  have  also  been 
born  ten  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  in- 
fancy, those  who  grew  to  maturity  being 
named  as  follows;  Samuel,  in  Kansas;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  James  Rhodes;  Alexander,  who 
died  a prisoner  of  war;  Anetta,  married  to 
Noah  Myers;  George  and  James,  farmers; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Gratty,  a farmer,  painter 
and  teacher;  Alice,  wife  of  Christopher  Sake- 
miller,  with  whom  our  subject  is  now  making 
his  home,  the  mother  of  the  family  having 
died  November  8,  1864. 

On  his  marriage,  in  1834,  Mr.  Guff)  en- 
tered eighty  acres  of  laud  in  Sugar  Greek 
township,  and  here  built  a hewn  log  cabin,  in 
which  he  lived  fourteen  years,  and  then  built 
a good  frame  dwelling  that  was  an  ornament 
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to  the  neighborhood.  Changing  to  other 
farms,  which  he  also  cleared  up  and  improved, 
he  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  was 
owner  of  over  500  acres,  of  which  he  sold  a 
portion  and  divided  the  remaining  acres  of 
what  he  had  reserved  for  himself  among  his 
children,  excepting  sufficient  to  yield  an  in- 
come which,  added  to  the  interest  from  his  in- 
vestment in  other  ways,  would  maintain  him- 
self, enabling  him  to  live  in  independence  by 
paying  his  way  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Sakemiller,  with  whom  he  has  a more  com- 
fortable home  than  he  would  have,  without 
her  filial  care,  under  an)'  other  circumstances. 
Mr.  Cuffy  has  never  aspired  to  public  office, 
but  as  a matter  of  duty  as  a citizen,  has 
served  as  township  trustee,  and  has  filled,  also, 
many  of  the  minor  township  offices.  Samuel 
Jacobs,  the  father  of  Mis.  Mary  A.  T.  Cuffy, 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  who  moved  to 
Champaign  county,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Guffv 
was  born,  and  later  moved  to  Allen  county, 
where  he- died  about  1853,  having  served  as 
coroner  under  whig  auspices,  and  having  been 
a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Christian  Sakemiller,  with  whom  our 
subject  has  now  his  happy  home,  was  born  in 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  January  14,  1852,  and  is 
a son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Sherrick)  Sake- 
miller, natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  they  were 
married.  Benjamin  wxis  of  German  descent 
and  came  to  Allen  county,  Ohio,  with  his  par- 
ents, in  1830,  was  reared  a farmer,  and  died 
in  February,  1889.  His  wife,  a daughter  of 
Christian  Sherrick,  was  also  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  German  descent,  and  came  to 
Ohio,  with  her  parents,  about  the  year  1833. 
Mr.  Sherrick  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but 
was  also  a farmer,  the  former  trade  being  1 1 is 
chief  occupation.  He  reared  a family  of 
m veil  children,  his  parents  having  had  born  to 
them  eleven  children;  the  living  are  named: 


Rachael,  Christopher,  Jane,  Samps,  Charley, 
Rebecca,  William,  Benjamin  F.,  and  James  W. 

Christian  Sakemiller,  after  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Cuffy,  settled  to  farming  on  100 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  brought  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with 
every  modern  convenience,  including  his  ele- 
gant residence  and  commodious  barns  and 
out-buildings.  He  raises  sufficient  live  stock 
for  home  use,  but  his  chief  attention  is  given 
to  general  farming,  from  which  he  makes  a 
decided  profit.  He  has  been  a democrat  in 
politics,  and  has  filled  a number  of  township 
offices,  including  that  of  trustee.  Of  ie.s  five 
children,  Elnora,  who  was  born  April  17, 
1876,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  V,  lliam 
D.,  born  May  18,  1879,  is  still  . t home;  Flsie 
M.,  was  born  ‘ November  26,  1882;  M.o  A., 
May  ri,  1884;  and  Ray,  September  4,  1890. 
The  parents  of  these  children  are  demoted 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  also 
members  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 

Of  all  the  residents  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, the  probability  is  that  no  one  has  at- 
tained a higher  degree  of  respectability  or  met 
with  a more  successful  career  as  a farmer  than 
William  Cuffy,  whose  life,  in  Putnam  county, 
we  have,  in  a feeble  manner,  attempted  to  de- 
lineate. At  the  venerable  age  of  nearly  ninety 
years  he  commands  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  for  the  very  efficient  part  he 
has  taken  in  the  development  of  the  county 
from  a wild  and  barren  wilderness  to  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  fruitful  counties  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  no  thanks  of  the  present  gener- 
ation can  be  too  fervent. 


EORGE  W.  CUFFY,  a well-known 
farmer,  is  a native  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ole  >.  his 
present  place  of  residence,  was  born 
August  18,  1844,  is  a son  of  William  and  Mary 
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A.  Cliffy,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  acquired  a very  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  township  and  assisted  on 
the  home  farm  until  1869,  when  he  went  west, 
stopping  about  one  year  in  Clinton  county, 
Iowa;  then  went  to  Brown  county,  Ivans., 
farmed  three  years  on  rented  property,  then 
bought  a farm  of  165  acres,  and  in  December, 
1874,  w as  married,  after  w hich  event  he  broke 
up  his  raw  prairie  farm,  built  a frame  house, 
stable  and  crib,  but  in  1882,  sold  out  and  came 
back  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  purchased 
that  part  of  the  old  |ohn  Guff)-  farm  on  which 
he  still  lives.  He  has  remodeled  this  place 
considerably — moving  the  large  barn,  building 
a hue  two-story  frame  dwelling,  and  by  ditch- 
ing and  tiling  has  placed  the  Helds  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  given 
especial  attention  to  the  grading  up  of  live 
stock,  such  as  Clydesdale,  Percheron  and  Nor- 
man horses  and  choice  breeds  of  hogs. 

As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Guffy  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1874,  in  Kansas,  the  lady 
being  Miss  Cassie  A.  Hyde,  who  was  born  in 
Missouri  September  16,  1857,  a daughter  of 
James  L.  and  Mary  (Pace)  Hyde.  The  father, 
James  1 . Hyde,  is  a native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  mother  of  Illinois,  and  they  were  married 
m Missouri;  in  i860  they  moved  to  Kansas, 
where  the  former  had  been  engaged  in  teaching, 
and  also  as  a carpenter  and  farmer;  he  was  an 
old  resident  of  that  state  and  was  familiar  w ith 
the  events  of  the  border  ruffian  days  and  with 
those  of  the  John  Brown,  Ouantrill  and  Jim 
Lane  raids;  he  was  a well-educated  gentleman, 
and  was  formerly  a democrat,  but  of  late  years 
has  affiliated  with  the  populists;  he  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  filled  main 
other  offices,  but,  though  religiously  inclined, 
is  a member  of  no  church.  Of  his  seven  chil- 
dren, live  are  still  li\iug,  as  follows;  Cassie, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Anna,  married  to  Samuel 
R.  Cliffy,  of  California;  John,  a farmer  of 


Missouri;  May,  w'ife  of  O.  E.  Hardesty,  of 
Oklahoma,  and  Maud,  at  home  In  1883  Mr. 
Hyde  returned  to  Missouri,  bought  a large  farm, 
remained  until  1890,  then  rented  his  farm  and 
w'ent  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  improved  a farm 
on  which  he  still  lives.  Although  born  in  1835 
and  his  wife  in  1837,  both  are  still  hale  and 
hearty  and  have  been  prominent  in  every  com- 
munity in  which  they  have  lived.  In  1893 
Mr.  Guffy  anil  his  wife  also  made  a visit  to 
Oklahoma,  remained  three  months  and  were 
very  favorably  impressed  with  the  country. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gufly  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, one  died  young.  The  survivors  are 
named  as  follows:  Ola,  born  May  29,  18/9; 

Vernon,  April  5,  [882;  Clara,  June  30,  1884, 
and  Ralph,  August  31,  1886.  Both  parents 
and  their  eldest  daughter  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church,  and  their  social 
standing  is  second  to  none  in  the  county  Mr. 
Guffy  has  always  been  republican  in  his  poli- 
tics, but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  He  is 
one  of  the  best  and  most  progressive  farmers 
in  the  county,  and  for  further  particulars  re- 
lating to  this  pioneer  family  the  reader’s  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  sketch  of  William  Guffy, 
to  be  found  on  a preceding  page. 


OHN  W.  MARKER,  a well-known  cit- 
izen of  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Union  township,  in  the 
same  county,  February  3,  1855,  a son 
of  H.  \V.  and  Catherine  (Bencher)  Halker. 
H.  W.  Halker,  the  father,  was  born  in  Glan- 
dorf, Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  spent  his 
life  until  about  thirty  years  of  age,  when,  in 
1843,  he  came  to  America.  He  bought  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  on  which  he  made  his  home  until 
i860,  when  he  moved  to  Glandorf,  in  the  same 
county,  and  engaged  in  the  gron  rv,  and  saloon.! 
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business,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days  until  his  death,  in  August,  1890,  at  sev- 
enty-seven years  of  age.  He  was  married  in 
this  county  and  had  born  to  him  a family  of 
seven  children,  viz:  Mary,  who  died  January 

1,  1895,  the  wife  of  Henry  Nolte,  of  Delphos, 
Ohio;  David,  clerking  in  Ottawa;  John  W., 
our  subject;  Katie;  Matt;  Aggie,  wife  of  Law- 
rence Bohn,  of  Hander,  Ohio,  and  Henry,  a 
clerk  of  Glandorf.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
resides  at  Glandorf.  Mr.  Halker,  during'  his 
residence  in  Glandorf,  established  a reputation 
that  his  descendants  may  well  feel  proud  oi 
and  enjoy. 

John  \Y  , the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
educated  in  his  native  town  and  at  Cincin- 
nati, and  began  life  for  himself  by  opening  a 
grocery  and  saloon  at  Glandorf,  and  he  has 
been  in  this  line  of  trade  ever  since,  and  being 
of  a sociable  and  good  natured  disposition,  he 
has  made  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  the  leading 
democrat  of  Putnam  county  and  very  popular 
with  his  part)',  whom  he  has  represented  in 
several  conventions.  He  is  a gentleman  of 
unimpeachable  integrity  and  served  as  treas-  | 
urer  of  the  Glandorf  Building  & Loan  associ- 
ation for  five  years,  as  township  treasurer  for 
four  years,  and  as  treasurer  of  Saint  John’s 
Benevolent  association.  He  also  filled  the 
office  of  clerk  of  Ottawa  township  for  two 
years,  and  in  every  instance  has  given  the 
utmost  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  is 
one  of  the  broad-gauge,  progressive  citizens  of 
Glandorf,  and  always  foremost  in  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  the  public  at  large. 

October  10,  1894,  Mr.  Halker  was  married 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Franke,  a native  of  Glandorf, 
and  a daughter  of  Fred  and  Catherine  Franke. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halker  are  consistent  members 
of  Saint  John's  Catholic  church,  are  liberal  in 
aid  of  its  support,  and  are  punctual  at  their 
devotions  and  in  the  fulfillment  of  their  church 
duties. 


Wpy-yMLLIAM  HANAWALT,  a prosper- 
M M I ous  and  thrifty  young  farmer  of 
Palmer  township,  Putnam  county, 
was  born  in  Union  county,  Ohio, 
December  4,  1858,  and  has  always  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  George  Hanawalt,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
and  with  his  family  came  to  the  United  States 
at  an  early  day  arid  first  located  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled 
in  Ross  county,  where  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  days. 

George  Hanawalt,  son  of  the  George  hove 
mentioned  and  father  of  William,  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  September  4, 
1815,  and  was  also  always  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  married,  in  Ross  . mty. 
Miss  Rebecca  Latta,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  county  September  17,  1812.  Four  vears 
after  marriage,  in  1842,  he  moved  to  Union 
county,  bought  a good-sized  farm  and  s'  rcess- 
fully  followed  his  calling  until  his  death,  Janu- 
ary 14,  1886,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  to 
the  grave  Sept  ember  1 4.,  1881.  George  Han- 
awalt was  a hard-working  man,  made  his 
fortune  through  his  own  unaided  efforts,  and 
was  greatly  respected  by  his  neighbors  for  his 
strict  morality.  In  politics  he  was  first  a whig 
and  afterward  a republican,  and  in  religion  a 
consistent  Methodist,  to  which  denomination 
he  contributed  liberally  of  his  means,  as  well  as 
to  other  Christian  sects.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanawalt  were  born  in  the  following 
order:  Phebe,  wife  of  Moses  Laird;  Vilen; 

Hester,  wife  of  George  Wait;  John;  Mary,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Bergman;  William,  our  subject; 
Sarah,  wife  of  J.  M.  Wilson,  and  Thomas. 

William  Hanawalt,  the  gentleman  with 
whom  this  biographical  sketch  has  most  to  do, 
and  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
opening  paragraph,  received  a good  common- 
school  education  and  was  fully  trained  to  the 
vocation  lie  has  followed  throughout  Ins  life. 
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March  18,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Maggie  Kin- 
caid, who  was  born  in  Bath  county,  Va.,  De- 
cember 14,  1861,  a daughter  of  Charles  L. 
and  Martha  A.  (Terrel)  Kincaid.  Charles  L. 
Kincaid  was  born  September  9,  1814,  and  his 
wife  April  8,  1838,  and  were  married  in  Bath 
county, Va.,  March  2,  1854.  The  father  dying 
November  6,  1874,  the  mother  brought  her 
family  to  Ohio  and  located,  first,  in  Madison 
county,  and  afterward  moved  to  Union  county, 
and  was  remarried  and  is  still  a resident  of  the 
county  last  named.  Mrs.  Maggie  Hanawalt  is 
a highly  educated  lady,  having  been  fitted  for 
school-teaching  at  Ada  (Ohio)  Normal  college, 
and  for  three  terms  t Right  successfully.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Hanaw  alt  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  1884,  and  here  have  been  born  to 
him  the  four  children  who  have  brightened  his 
home,  to -wit:  Alma  K.,  Joe  B.,  Thurman 
Bruce  and  Mabel  Agnes.  Mr.  Hanawalt  has  a 
pleasant  home  on  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
has  earned  through  his  own  industry.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a democrat,  and  is  now  a township 
trustee,  taking  much  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  township  as  well  as  the  success  of  his  party. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  and  both  are  teachers  in  the  Sun- 
day-school, in  which  work  they  are  untiring. 
As  a farmer  Mr.  Hanawalt  has  few  equals  of 
his  age  in  the  township,  and  few'  farms  of  the 
st/e  of  his  are  better  improved  and  cultivated. 
His  social  standing  is  an  enviable  one,  and  he 
shares  with  his  wife  the  exalted  respect  of  the 
communitv  in  which  he  and  she  are  passing 
away  the  prime  hours  of  a happy  life. 


UDGE  WILLIAM  H.  HANDY  has  been 
a resident  of  northern  Ohio  all  of  his 
life,  and  since  1868  has  been  a lawyer, 
wlv  se  ability  has  won  for  him  distinc- 
tion throughout  the  northern  part  of  the  Buck- 
ex  t state.  Judge  Handy's  paternal  ancestors 


were  Welsh  people  and  he  traces,  the  family 
history  back  through  several  generations  to 
his  great-great-grandfather,  Michael  Handy, 
who  came  to  America  prior  to  the  war  of  in- 
dependence and  settled  in  Vermont.  Each 
succeeding  descendant  down  to  the  judge’s 
father  was  named  Michael,  but  the  family  is 
by  no  means  numerous  in  the  United  States. 

Michael  Handy,  father  of  the  subject,  w'as 
born  in  December,  1812,  in  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  early  life  he  was  a. teacher.  Later 
he  read  law  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  to  which 
part  of  the  state  he  moved  in  1838,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Maumee,  Lucas  county, 
in  the  year  of  1850.  He  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Ottokee,  the  original  county 
seat  of  Fulton  county,  and  when  the  seat  of 
justice  was  removed  to.  Wauseon,  locatt  1 at 
the  latter  place,  where  he  conducted  a success- 
ful legal  business  until  his  death.  He  served1 
as  prosecuting  attorney,  also  as  mayor  of  Wau- 
seon, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  March, 
1866,  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar  of 
Fulton  county.  Michael  Handy  was  a self- 
made  man,  having  been  his,  own  preceptor  in 
the  law,  and  he  became  a very  successful 
practitioner.  His  life  was  untinged  by  the 
slightest  stain  of  anything  dishonorable,  his 
integrity  was  proverbial  among  his  professional 
associates,  and  he  always  had  an  undisguised 
contempt  for  sham  and,  hypocrisy.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mart  A.  Bryan,  was 
born  in  1812  and  departed  this  life  in  the  year 
1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Handy  had  a family  of 
six  children,  all  living  with  the  exception  of 
one  that  died  in  infancy;  the  survivors  are 
named  as  follows:  C.  F. , who  served  in  com- 

pany A,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  infantry,  is  now  a 
claim  agent;,  Mary  E..,  widow  of  Harry  L. 
Aldrich;  Roxie  M.,.wjfe  of  David  A.  Rice,  of 
Michigan;  Williajn  H.,  and  Frank  H , a 
painter  residing  in  Wauseon. . 

The  immediate  subject  of  this  biography 
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was  born  January  29,  1847,  Pulton  county, 
Ohio,  the  schools  of  which  he  attended  until 
his  sixteenth  year.  At  that  early  age  he 
yielded  to  a patriotic  desire  to  enter  the  army; 
accordingly,  on  the  1 Oth  day  of  June,  1863, 
he  enlisted  in  company  H,  Eighty-sixth  Ohio 
infantry,  with  which  regiment  he  served  for  a 
period  of  nine  months,  re-enlisting  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service  in  the  Sixty- 
seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Richmond,  Va. , in 
September,  1865,  after  participating  in  many 
of  the  bloodier  battles  around  the  aforesaid 
city  and  Petersburg. 

For  some  time  after  quitting  the  service 
Mr.  Handy  attended  school  in  his  native 
county.  In  1867  he  began  the  stud\  of  law  in 
the  office  of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  the  year  following.  He  at  once  became 
associated  in  the  practice  with  his  father,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  1875,  in  January  of 
which  year  he  abandoned  the  legal  profession 
for  a time  and  entered  the  field  of  journalism, 
establishing  at  Wauseon  the  Democratic  Ex- 
positor, which  he  conducted  a little  more  than 
two  years.  On  quitting  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Handy  again  resumed  the  practice  of 
law  in  partnership  with  his  father,  and  the  firm 
thus  constituted  continued  until  his  appoint- 
ment, by  (iov.  Hoadley,  February,  1885,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  on  the  common  pleas  bench 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  J.  J. 
Moore.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
his  own  successor  and  continued  to  fill  the  po- 
sition by  successive  re-elections  until  1894, 
serving  in  all  over  nine  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  judicial  career,  J udge  I Iandy  effected 
a co-partnership  in  the  law  at  Ottawa  with 
Julius  S.  Ogaii,  Esq.,  under  the  firm  name  of 
| Iandy  A Ogaii,  which  still  continues.  Mr. 
II  mdy  is  recognised  by  his  brethren  of  the  bar 
a s one  of  the  oldest  and  most  painstaking  at- 
torneys of  Putnam  county,  and  his  legal  abil- 


ities have  caused  him  to  be  retained  as  counsel 
in  many  important  cases  requiring  a thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  technicalities  of  Igeal 
jurisprudence.  In  a trial  of  a case  he  is  fair  to 
all  parties  concerned,  is  frank  and  candid  in 
his  dealings  with  every  one,  and  to  this  may 
be  attributed  in  a great  measure  his  success 
ever  since  engaging  in  the  practice.  His  long 
| retention  on  the  bench  attests  his  abilitx  to  fill 
that  honorable  position  creditably,  and  during 
I his  incumbency  his  dignified  bearing  and  able 
1 and  impartial  rulings  won  for  lum  the  highest 
; encomiums  from  lawyers,  litigants,  and  a’1  who 
had  business  to  transact  in  his  c uirt. 

Judge  Handy  is  one  of  the  leading  dejno- 
} crats  of  northwestern  <"Miio,  active  in  the  coun- 
sels of  his  party  and  fearless  in  his  adv  >cacy 
of  its  principles;  fraternally  he  belongs  10  the 
j G.  A.  R and  K.  of  P.  orders.  He  wa<  mar- 
ried October  15,  1869,  to  Isabella  J.  Yan- 
Arsdale,  daughter  of  |olm  and  Marietta  Yan- 
Arsdale.  Mrs.  Hand}  was  born  in  \\  } mulct 
county,  Ohio,  and  has  borne  her  husband 
three  children,  viz:  Harry  E.,  an  emph  . ee  of 

i the  Lozier  manufacturing  company  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Clive  C.,  practicing  attorney  of  I utnam 
county,  to  the  bar  of  which  lie  was  admitted 
| in  1895,  and  May  B , who  is  still  u h her 
I parents. 


EY.  THOMAS  J.  HARBAIT  H.— 
I The  record  of  a successful  hie  must 

P ever  prove  a subject  of  interest  to  the 
student  who  would  attempt  an  analy- 
sis of  character,  tracing  back  to  the  fountain 
head  the  widely  diverging  channels  which 
mark  the  onward  flow  of  such  individuality, 
and  we  of  this  utilitarian  age  can  not  afiord  to 
hold  in  light  esteem  the  record  which  tells  of 
the  past  and  its  an'"  lplishments.  Through 
the  effective  offices  of  lYv.  II.  Harbaugh,  there 
was  published,  in  the  year  of  1856,  tie  An- 
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mils  of  the  Harbaugh  family  in  America,  from 
1736  to  1856.”  He  who  compiled  this  excel- 
lent  work  was  a resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  these  “Annals”  we  learn  that  the  origi- 
nal progenitor  of  the  Harbaugh  family  in 
America  was  Yost  Harbaugh,  who  came  from 
Switzerland  about  the  year  1736,  first  settling 
in  the  Maxatawny  valley,  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
a few  years  after  removing  to  a new  settlement 
at  Kreutz  creek,  west  of  the  Susquehanna, 
where  he  purchased  a considerable  tract  of 
! ml.  Yost  Harbaugh  was  twice  married,  and 
became  the  father  of  ten  children — our  subject 
tracing  his  direct  lineage  to  Ludwig  Harbaugh, 
the  second  child  of  the  hrst  marriage, 

Ludwig  Harbaugh  was  born  in  Switzerland 
about  the  year  1728  He  resided  in  Mary- 
hind,  in  the  iocality  known  as  Harbaugh 's  Val- 
ley, where  he  died  in  1 Soy,  aged  eightv-two 
years,  his  wile,  Christina,  having  died  in  1797, 
aged  sevcnt\.  The\  had  ten  < hildren,  the 
J i f 1 h of  whom  was  Yost  Harbaugh,  who  was 
the  grandfather  of  oui  subject.  lie  also  lived 
in  Harbaugh's  Yalle\.  and  there  died  about 
183(1,  having  reached  the  age  of  some  sixty 
years.  II  married  Pdizabeth  Sweeney,  and 
their  ch i 1 hen  were  ten  in  number,  and  the 
ehh  st  of  these,  I homas,  was  the  father  of  the 
immediate  su.nject  of  this  review'. 

Thomas  Harbaugh  was  born  in  Harbaugh’s 
\ alley,  Fiederick  countv,  Maryland,  October 
8,  1 79b-  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 

In  this  cornu-'  tion  it  ma\  be  said  that  the  Har- 
baugh family  is  of  Cerman  extraction,  the  an- 
cestors having  been  dri\  en  out  of  their  native 
land  into  one  of  the  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
whence  occurred  the  emigration  of  the  original 
American  ancestors.  Thomas  Harbaugh  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Maryland 
and  there  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
mairied  M ir\  Lxline,  daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Julia  A.  (l’>  ’t/j  Lxline.  and  they  became  the 
patents  of  twelve  children,  as  follows;  Lewis, 


deceased  in  infancy;  a daughter,  deceased  in 
infancy;  Julia  A.,  widow' of  Dr.  William  Bell, 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.;  Valentine,  a farmer  of 
Kansas;  Elizabeth,  widow'  of  Joseph  Cable,  of 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  Irenius  and  Louisa, 
twins  (Irenius  died  in  Columbus  Grove  and 
Louisa  died  in  Kansas);  Thom  asj.,  of  this  re- 
view'; Mary  E.  (twin  of  our  subject)  is  the 
wife  of  SisnaBoor,  of  Angola,  Ind.;  Sophronia, 
wife  of  Isaac  Ludwig  of  Delphos,  Ohio;  Mar- 
garetta,  who  died  in  December,  1S62,  and 
William  T.,  a farmer  of  Putnam  county,  \fter 
his  marriage  Thomas  Harbaugh  removed  from 
Maryland  to  Muskingum  count),  Ohio,  and 
later  to  Tuscarawas  county,  w here  he  was  oc- 
cupied at  his  trade.  In  1848  became  to  Put- 
nam county,  settling  near  Columbus  Grove, 
where  he  had  previously  purchased  a tract  of 
wildland.  To  the  reclamation  and  culti\ation 
of  this  pioneer  homestead  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion and  there  remained  for  many  years.  He 
died  in  Indiana,  Api  il  7,  1884.  He  was  a 

man  of  quiet  and  unassuming  1 huracter,  and 
an  honest,  industrious,  and  useful  citizen. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a member  of  the 
democratic  part}',  but  later  became  identified 
with  the  republican  part}';  originally  he  was, 
in  religion,  a Lutheran,  but  eventually  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  in 
1803,  being  of  Pennsylvania-German  stock. 
Like  her  husband  she  was  reared  n the  Luth- 
eran church,  but  died  in  the  United  Brethren 
faith,  her  demise  occurring  in  Eel  ruary,  1867. 

Thomas  J.  Harbaugh,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  laid  the  foundation  for  an  education 
before  the  light  of  a hickory  bark  lire  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  old  homestead,  and  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  during  a portion  of  the  year,  and 
afterward  by  attending  school  at  Gilead,  W«>od 
county,  where  he  was  under  the  | 1 eceptorage 
of  Prof.  Avery. 

Essentially  loyal  and  patriotic,  he  enlisted. 
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April  15,  1 86 1,  in  company  E,  Twenty-first 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  under  Capt.,  after- 
ward Gen.,  A.  V.  Rice,  for  three  months’  serv- 
ice in  the  Civil  war.  The  command  was 
sent  to  Cleveland  and  thence  to  Columbus, 
where  they  received  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
thence  proceeded,  by  the  way  of  Cincinnati,  to 
Jackson,  Gallipolis,  and  Kanawha,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Cox.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  Mr.  Harbaugh  re- 
turned home  and  taught  one  term  of  school, 
after  which,  on  August  18,  1862,  he  re-en- 
listed as  a member  of  company  G.,  Eighty-first 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Capt.  Overmeyer,  for 
a term  of  three  years,  being  appointed  ser- 
geant of  his  company.  He  was  at  once  sent 
to  Corinth,  Miss.,  where  his  regiment  passed 
the  winter,  and  then  engaged  in  a series  of 
raids  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  Iuka,  partici- 
pating in  all  engagements  in  which  the  Six- 
teenth army  corps  took  part.  In  the  spring 
the  command  marched  up  the  Tennessee  river 
into  Alabama,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Twin  Creek,  and  engaging  the  cavalry  under 
Forrest  and  Weaver.  Thence  they  returned  to 
Corinth  and  from  that  point  proceeded  west- 
ward and  passed  the  greater  portion  of  the 
summer  near  the  Memphis  & Georgia  railroad 
at  Pocahontas.  In  October  they  were  sent  to 
Tennessee,  marching  across  the  state  to  Pu- 
laski, where  they  went  into  wintei  quarters, 
his  company  being  detailed  to  attend  to  the 
operation  of  a mill  nine  miles  east  of  head- 
quarters, grinding  grain  and  sending  Hour  to 
the  troops  at  the  front.  In  the  spring  they 
marched  to  Chattanooga,  being  the  Second 
brigade  of  the  Second  divison  of  the  Sixteenth 
army  corps;  under  Gen.  Sweeney,  about  May 
7,  1864,  they  reached  Chattanooga,  camping 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  in  a few 
days  afterward  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca.  Thereafter  our  subject  was  in  all 
the  battles  and  marches  of  the  army  of  Ten- 


nessee leading  up  to  and  resulting  in  the  taking 
of  Atlanta,  being  100  lays  under  fire.  After 
Atlanta  was  taken  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Fifteenth  army  corps,  under  Gen.  Logan,  and 
was  sent  to  Rome,  Ga.,  to  recuperate,  and 
after  six  weeks  had  elapsed,  lie  started  with 
Sherman  on  the  memorable  ‘ 1 march  to  the 
sea,”  being  assigned  to  Gen.  Howard’s  right 
wing  and  assisting  in  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  lines.  Leaving  Savannah,  his  regi- 
ment crossed  at  Sisters’  Ferry,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, thence  proceeding  to  Columbia,  S.  C., 
and  Raliegh,  N.  C.,  and  Richmond,  W , and 
finally  to  the  national  capital,  where  they  par- 
ticipated in  the  grand  review.  With  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Harbaugh  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  Union  service  July 
21,  1865,  afterward  returned  to  his  home  and 
for  a time  was  employed  on  a farm.  In  the 
meantime  he  applied  himself,  with  earnestness 
and  devotion,  to  stud)-,  and  in  the  fall  of  i860 
entered  upon  his  his  ministerial  labors,  having 
united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  His  initial  efforts  in  the  ministerial 
field  were  made  at  Sandusky,  Seneca  county, 
and  after  preaching  tor  seven  years  he  was 
elected  presiding  elder,  having  filled  some  of 
the  most  important  stations,  include  u;  Fos- 
toria,  Findlay,  and  Columbus  Grove.  He 
eventually  returned  to  Fostoria,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  ro’ux  his  efforts,  and  in  1881 
he  came  to  his  farm  in  Union  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio.  After  having  recuperated 
his  energies  he  resumed  ministerial  labors,  and 
has  served  most  of  the  time  as  elder,  his 
efforts  having  been  attended  with  a full  meas- 
ure of  success,  and  having  advanced  the  cause 
of  the  church,  both  spiritually  and  temporally. 
For  fifteen  years  lw  was  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  ol  the  United  Bret1  on  col- 
lege at  Fostoria. 

Our  subject  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the 
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principles  of  the  republican  party  and  has  been 
an  active  worker  in  the  cause.  In  1892  he 
was  a candidate  for  the  nomination  for  state 
senator  on  the  republican  ticket  from  the 
Thirty-third  district  of  Ohio,  but  was  defeated 
by  the  liquor  element  of  his  own  party.  At 
the  present  time  ("1895)  he  occupies  this  im- 
portant trust,  having  vindicated  the  principles 
of  honesty  and  morality  in  politics  by  a large 
majority.  He  is  thoroughly  alive  as  to  the 
issues  of  the  day,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leaders  of  his  party  in  Putnam  county.  In 
Ins  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Harbaugh  is  identi- 
fied with  post  No.  64,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Columbus 
Grove. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1866,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Harbaugh  to 
Annie  Scott,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Margaret 
(Linn)  Scott.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harbaugh  are  tlx 
parents  of  six  children,  viz:  Richard  E.,  who 

resides  on  the  old  homestead  ; Mary  and  Charles 
(twins),  the  former  a resident  of  Fort  Wayne, 
Inch,  and  the  latter  of  Washington,  1).  C'., 
where  he  holds  a clerkship  in  the  United  States 
treasure  department;  Samuel,  a teacher  in  Put- 
nam counO,  Ohio;  James,  who  is  attending 
a business  college  at  Washington,  1).  C.,  and 
one  child  who  died  in  infancv.  Mrs.  Hai- 
baugh  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 2,  1842,  and  was  there  reared  and  ed- 
ucated, being  a devoted  member  of  the  United 
brethren  church,  and,  like  her  husband,  held  in 
the  highest  esteem,  not  only  through  Union 
township,  but  the  entire  count. \ of  Putnam 
Mrs.  Harb. nigh's  parents  were  Richard  and 
Margaret  l.inn)  Scott  natives  respectively  of 
Warren  county,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  the 

I u liter  ha\  mg  been  born  on  the  1 1 st  of  March, 
1816,  a son  of  Thomas  Scott,  a native  of  New 

I I rsev,  wh-ae  his  father,  Jonathan,  was  also 
born,  tin  ! miily  being  of  Scotch  extraction 
Richard  G ott  w as  reared  to  farm  life  and  in  ; 

1 8 37  occulted  his  mairiage  to  Margaret  Linn,  \ 

1 2 


daughter  of  James  and  Esther  (Thompson) 
Linn— Mrs.  Harbaugh  being  the  third  in  order 
of  their  eleven  children.  In  1859  Richard 
Scott  removed  with  his  family  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  and  there  retained  his  abode  un- 
til 1875,  when  he  purchased  300  acres  near 
Athens,  McMinn  county,  Tenn.,  and  there 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life,  passing  awav  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  had  identified 
himself  in  the  ministerial  work  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  and  being  a man  of  pure  and 
noble  character,  his  efforts  were  attended  w ith 
good  and  noble  results.  Mrs.  Stott  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  being  a daughter  of 
James  and  Esther  (Thompson)  I nm,  and  was 
a mere  child  when  her  parents  emigrated  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  Warren  county.  She  was 
zealous  in  her  church  work,  and  wuis  a devoted 
and  able  coadjutor  to  her  honored  husband. 


ERI-iV  W.  HARRIS,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  agriculturists  of 
Blanchard  towmship,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  October  2 9,  1821, 
in  Licking  county.  His  grandfather,  Nehe- 
miah  Harris,  was  a native  of  Ireland  of 
Scotch  extraction,  who  settled  in  Virginia 
prior  to  the  Revolution.  He  Liter  became  a 
pioneer  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  settling  near 
Newark,  where  he  was  emploved  bv  a Mr 
Woodson  in  clearing  up  the  forest,  receiving 
in  payment  for  his  services  one  acre  ol  tim- 
bered ground  for  every  acre  he  cleared  The 
land  thus  acquired  he  subsequently  sold,  and 
then  entered  eights  acres  in  Marv  Ann  town- 
ship, in  the  same  county,  to  which  he  added 
eighty  acres  by  purchase,  and  on  this  farm  he 
ended  his  days.  He  was  twin  married,  and 
by  his  first  wife  oceanic  the  I a 1 her  of  John, 
Joshua,  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Mm  Horn;;  b\ 
his  second  marring',  there  wi  n born  several 
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children,  whose  names  are  unknown  to  the 
present  generation. 

Joshua  Harris,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  Harris  family  of  Blanchard 
township.  He  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  parents.  Subsequently  he 
located  on  200  acres  in  Mary  Ann  township, 
Licking  county,  cleared  up  this  land  and  made 
a good  home,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  dying  December  19,  1865.  He 
had  married  Elizabeth  Siler,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, b\  which  union  ten  children  were 
born,  viz:  Washington  and  Andrew,  of  Lick- 

ing count)';  Perry  W.,  our  subject;  George,  of 
Hancock  county ; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of 
Abram  Ingraham,  of  Licking  county;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased  wife  of  Jonathan  Iden;  Jacob, 
of  Putnam  county ■;  Isaac,  who  died  in  Hancock 
county;  Joshua,  of  Indiana,  and  Nancy,  wife 
of  P.  McDowell,  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio. 

Perry  \V.  Harris  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Licking  county,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  one  of  the  primitive  log  school-houses  j 
of  his  youthful  days.  In  [854  lie  came  to  | 
Putnam  county  and  purchased  194  acres  of 
land  in  sections  25  and  36,  Blanchard  town- 
ship, and  to  this  property  he  added  726  acres, 
the  whole  comprising  four  distinct  farms,  which 
are,  however,  practically  combined  in  one  tract. 
Upon  this  land  he  has  erected  his  elegant  man- 
sion and  all  necessary  barns  and  other  farm 
buildings,  and  has  cleared  and  put  under  cul- 
tivation  the  greater  part  of  the  tract 

Mr.  Harris  was  united  in  wedlock  Novem- 
ber 4,  1844,  with  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of 
|oseph  Pound,  of  Licking  county,  and  this  j 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  j 
ehildrcn:  George,  deceased ; Isaac.,  of  Blanch-  j 

aid  township,  Adeline,  now  deceased,  but  who 
was  married,  first,  toS.  B.  Siler,  and,  secondly, 

U Henr\  Huber;  Kmily,  deceased  wife  of 
Samuel  Grar.oly;  Joseph,  of  Blanchard  town- 
ship; Belle,  deceased  wife  of  I <1  Moflitt, 


and  Reece,  of  Hancock  county.  The  first 
Mrs.  Harris,  mother  of  these  children,  was 
called  from  her  disconsolate  family  May  20, 
1889,  and  Mr.  Harris  married,  July  14,  1892, 
Mrs.  Emily  S.  Bebout,  nee  Chambers,  of  Eden 
towmship,  Licking  county,  Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harris  has  been  a life-long 
democrat,  but  while  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  advancing  his  party  and  its 
principles,  lie  never  sought,  nor  would  accept, 
public  position,  his  private  business,  as  the 
most  extensive  farmer  and  stock-grower  in  the 
township,  claiming  all  his  attention.  H has 
served,  however,  from  a sense  of  public  duty, 
as  township  trustee  and  assessor,  and  for  .1  lum- 
ber of  years  as  school  director.  He  has  now, 
however,  withdrawn  from  the  cares  and  : ibors 
of  active  business  and  lives  in  comparative  re- 
tirement, surrounded  by  his  sons  and  th  ■ r fam- 
ilies on  Ids  own  and  adjacent  farms,  and  in  the 
unalloyed  enjoyment  of  the  esteem  of  his  nu- 
merous friends  and  neighbors.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
Union  church,  which  he  liberally  aids  horn  his 
means,  and,  it  may  be  added  to  his  credit,  he 
is  never  backward  in  lending  a helping  wind  to 
other  denominations  when  they  are  in  need 
The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  m him 
an  ardent  friend  and  liberal  patron,  and  his 
public  spirit  is  made  manifest  whene- ■ any 
worthy  enterprise  is  set  afoot  that  needs  sub- 
stantial financial  recognition,  and  during  his 
long  residence  in  the  township  he  has  been  a 
potent  factor  in  bringing  to  a successhd  issue 
many  of  the  public  measures  inaugurated  for 
the  general  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens . 


I MON  P.  HARRIS,  a retired  farmer 
and  merchant  of  Mmitanna,  lackson 
township,  Putnam  county,  (Mi  • , muv 
be  regarded  as  one  o!  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  the  county.  lie  is  the  - >n  of 
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William  11  and  Margaret  A.  (Martin)  Harris, 
and  was  born  in  Putnam  county  December  9, 

1 S 3 3 . The  father  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  September  3,  1803;  his  father  was 
Thaddeus  Harris,  also  a native  of  Connecticut. 
Thaddeus  Harris  was  a stanch  democrat,  and 
came  to  Jackson  township  in  1823,  where  he 
was  elected  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
township  He  had  served  in  the  w ar  of  1812, 
and  was  1 brave  and  valiant  soldier.  On  com- 
ing' to  Putnam  counts  he  located  within  a mile 
of  Fort  Jennings,  which  is  now  a part  of  the 
town,  and  in  1839  hr  moved  to  Kalida,  but 
returned  to  Fort  Jennings,  where  his  wife  died. 

William  Harris,  son  of  Thaddeus,  came 
with  his  father  to  Putnam  county,  where  he 
farmed  with  him  until  his  marriage,  in  1826. 
to  Margaret  Ann  Martin,  a native  of  Vermont, 
and  born  about  the  wear  1805.  The  children 
of  William  and  Margaret  Ann  Harris  were  born 
as  follows:  Phebe,  deceased  in  childhood; 

William,  of  Monterey  township,  deceased; 
Squire  L . , died  while  in  Libby  prison;  Simon 
P , of  this  mention;  Nathaniel,  a farmer  of 
Monterey  township;  \rthur,  a retired  mer- 
chant; 1 haddeus,  of  Muntanna,  Jackson  town- 
ship, retired  merchant,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Amos 
Point,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  at  Fort 
Jennings.  After  his  marriage  the  father  of 
these  children  located  on  the  home  place  a t 
Fort  Jennings,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  first  wife  died  in  1849,  and  he 
married  for  a second  wife  Catherine  Telhusk, 
and  at  her  decease  the  third  wife  wets  Sarah 
l ausler,  who  still  survives.  He  was  a demo- 
crat until  the  second  nomination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  when  he  voted  the  republican  ticket, 
and  ever  afterward  continued  to  affiliate  with 
the  same  party.  fL  was  the  first  constable  of 
Jackson  township,  and  was  for  a number  of 
years  trustee  of  the  United  Brethren  church  at 
bort  Jennings,  of  whit  h he  was  a member,  and 
donated  the  lot  on  which  the  church  now' 
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stands.  Each  of  his  wives  was  a member  of 
this  society,  and  all  were  estimable  women. 
Mr.  Harris  died  September  4,  1890. 

Simon  P.  Harris  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
and  November  27,  1856,  married  Mina  Kortier, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Catherine  (Id  a ver- 
bals) Kortier,  and  to  them  eight  children  were 
born;  Katie,  born  January  3,  1858,  at  home; 
Cornelia  M.,  born  January  3,  i860,  wife  of 
Francis  M.  Unruli,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; Arthur,  born  October  20,  1861,  a farmer 
of  Paulding  county ; Peter,  born  September  4, 

1 863 ; John  Logan,  born  Mai  d\  9,  1866,  a 
medical  student  of  Columbus,  Olno;  Ran-!'  rd, 
born  December  26,  1868,  a school-teacher  and 
merchant  of  Muntanna;  Mary  \ , born  bine 
14,  1871,  a school-teacher  and  w ife  of  Michael 
Schinpker,  farmer  of  Jackson  township;  • nd  a 
daughtei.  born  and  died  March  9 1875.  l he 
mother  was  born  in  Holland,  near  Utrecht, 
December  19,  1835-  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
she  came  with  her  father  to  Delphos,  and  is 
yet  living.  After  their  marriage  the)’  located 
in  Monterey,  but  later  bought  a homo  in  Fort 
Jennings,  where  he  resided  until  1869,  when 
he  bought  a farm,  on  which  heliw  d until  1881, 
when  he  returned  to  Fort  Jennings,  rc.-uded 
there  for  six  years,  and  from  there  came  to 
Muntanna  and  engaged  in  the  nurcantile  busi- 
ness, from  which  he  has  now  retired,  his  son 
succeeding  him. 

On  September  10,  1861,  Simon  P.  Harris 
enlisted  in  company  A,  Fifth-seventh  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  served  in  the  army  three 
years,  and  was  engaged  in  about  one  hundred 
battles,  among  them  the  famous  battles  of 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Mission  Ridge,  Kenesaw 
Mountain  and  Atlanta,  and  mad  the  world- 
renowned  “march  to  the  sea  with  Sherman. 
Like  even  soldier,  lie  took  Ins  lit*  in  Ins  hands, 
but  proved  himself  a brave  ami  valiant  s Mu  r, 
and  received  his  well-earned  1 m>mhh  dis- 
charge June  17,  18(13.  In  polite  s Mi  Harris 
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is  a republican,  and  is  one  of  the  wide  and 
liberal-minded  men  whose  influence  is  felt  for 
good  wherever  they  may  live.  He  is  not  a 
communicant  of  any  religious  denomination, 
but  is  a supporter  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  is  a liberal  giver  to  all  good  under- 
takings. 


all  ARLES  A.  HARMON,  a thriving 
farmer  of  Blanchard  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  his  native  place, 
was  born  on  the  homestead,  on  part 
of  which  he  -till  lives,  December  22,  1850,  and 
is  a son  of  Ira  II  armon,  who  was  a son  of  I 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  ' Rarey)  Harmon,  and  j 
was  born  Mav  27,  1815,  in  Eairfield  count)’,  j 
Ohio,  and  in  1832  came  to  Putnan  county,  ; 
settled  on  290  acres  of  land  in  section  28,  ; 
Blanchard  township-  a portion  of  some  1,900  ! 
acres  which  had  been  entered  by  bis  father, 
d homas. 

In  1852  Ira  Harmon  made  a trip  across  the 
plains  to  California,  and  in  the  gold  fields  of 
that  auriferous  state  engaged  in  farming  and 
teaming  for  nineteen  months.  On  his  return 
to  Putnam  countv,  Ohio,  he  resumed  his  farm- 
ing on  his  homestead,  and  here  resided  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  first  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  N.  Buckingham,  of  Fair- 
held  countv,  Ohio,  but  this  lad)  was  called 
away  to  a better  land  in  1845,  leaving  behind  I 
her  three  children,  viz:  Darius,  who  died  in 

California  in  1868;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lewis  ; 
Oren,  and  John  B.,  who  was  born  November  , 
5,  1842,  and  is  now  a farmer  in  his  native 
township  of  Blanchard.  John  B.  Harmon 
married  Miss  Emma  C.,  daughter  of  Jesse 
M(  W illiams,  to  which  union  were  born  six 
children,  \ iz  John  S.,  William  A.,  Francis  A., 

W alter  E.,  Matthias  C.  and  Phcbe  A.  For 
his  second  helpmate  Ira  Harmon  married  Miss  1 


Phebe  McClure,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Mc- 
Clure, and  this  marriage  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  nine  children,  in  the  following  order: 
Pulaski,  Ira  L.,  Charles  A.,  William  H.,  Cas- 
per A.,  Joshua  J.,  Mollie  (wife  of  Bascom 
Montgomery),  Oscar  N.  and  Mattie,  wife  of 
Edward  Rogers.  The  lam<  uted  death  of 
Ira  Harmon  took  place  May  4,  1894  He 
was  a gentleman  of  much  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  his  death  was  felt  to  be  a 
severe  loss  to  the  neighborhood.  Politically 
he  was  a whig  in  his  earlier  days,  but  on  the 
disintegration  of  that  party  joined  the  r.  uks  of 
the  newly-formed  republican  party.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  tilled  the  office  of  school 
director,  and  ahvays  took  a deep  interest  in 
the  progress  of  education.  He  was  a severely 
pious  Christian,  although  there  were,  to  a lim- 
ited extent,  mutations  in  his  religious  lews. 
In  his  earlier  life  he  was  a \h  hodist,  but  in 
1859  changed  his  chur<  h affiliations  and  united 
with  the  Adventists.  He  was  verv  liberal, 
however,  in  his  pecimiarv  support  of  ;d!  de- 
nominations, and  contributed  freely  toward 
the  erection  of  the  Methodist  Episcopa  Pro- 
testant Methodist  and  \dventist  church  edifices 
of  Gilboa. 

Charles  A Harmon  received  a solid  com- 
mon-school education,  was  thoroughly  trained 
to  farming,  and  has  always  followed  the  profes- 
sion of  an  agriculturist.  His  farm,  which  com- 
prises 130  acres  of  the  old  homestead  on  w hich 
he  was  born,  is  one  of  the  best-kept  and  best- 
improved  in  the  township,  and  is  one  of  which 
any  farmer  might  feel  proud.  He  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Welsh,  of  Ottawei  township.  l h is 
congenial  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  Gracie,  Jay,  Lu- 

cretia,  Roy  N.,  Charles  C. , Arthur  and  Myrtle. 
In  politics  Mr.  Harmon  is  a democrat.  He  is 
appreciated  by  his  neighbors  as  a useful  citi- 
zen, and  is  esteemed  for  his  integrity,  | blic 
spirit,  and  his  frank  and  genial  demeanor  to- 
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ward  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  as 
well  as  for  his  liberality  in  his  aid  to  all  enter- 
prises calculated  to  benefit  the  public  at  large. 


HL.  HAUCK,  deceased,  was,  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  o!  the  city  of  Ottawa.  He 
was  a native  of  Union  county,  Pa., 
born  October  17,  ! <S 3 S , and  was  the  son  of 
Andrew  an  I Mary  (Beaver)  Hauck.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county  and 
state,  and  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  company  1),  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
regiment,  Pennsylvania  volunteer  infantry. 
Some  time  after  the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
January,  i860,  he  became  a resident  <4  Ottawa, 
Ohio,  where  lie  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
in  partnership  with  William  W.  Kelly.  Mr 
Hauck,  with  the  exception  of  a few  months 
spent  in  the  grocery  trade,  devoted  his  life  to 
the  drug  business,  having  had  charge  of  the 
store  in  Ottawa  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
it  is  needless  to  state  that  his  success,  finan- 
cially, during  that  time,  was  in  every  way  most 
flattering.  His  earl)'  experience  in  life  was  by 
no  means  encouraging,  and  the  success  which 
he  afterward  attained  and  the  prominent  po- 
sition lie  won  in  the  social  and  business  world, 
were  due  altogether  to  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
Not  only  was  he  known  in  Ottawa  as  a busi- 
ness man  of  superior  qualifications,  but  at  no 
time  has  the  city  ever  known  a more  progress- 
ive, public-spirited  and  energetic  citizen.  In 
politics  lie  was  a stanch  republican,  and  the 
Presbyter'  in  church,  of  which  lie  was  a mem- 
ber for  many  years,  represented  his  religious 
creed. 

Mr.  Hauck  was  married,  October  24,  1867, 
lo  Miss  Bmnie  Simon,  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Savilla  ^Gensimer)  Simon,  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children:  Maggie,  wife  of  E.  L.  Fry,  of 


Ottawa;  Lulu,  deceased;  Phillip  L.  and  Fred- 
die E.  Mr.  Hauck  was  a member  of  the  F. 
& A.  M.  and  Royal  Arcanum  fraternities,  in 
both  of  which  he  was  much  esteemed.  His 
death  occurred  October  2,  1890,  and  he  was 
followed  to  the  grave  by  a large  concourse  of 
people  who"  felt  that  in  his  death  they  had  lost 
a valued  friend  and  kind  neighbor. 


OHN  C.  HAUGHN,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Libert)'  township,  Put- 
nam countv,  was  born  in  Fianklin 
county,  Ohio,  July  19,  1843,  ;ilu'  's  a 
son  of  George  \Y.  and  Mary  (Coonrod) 
Haughn,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and 
Ohio.  George  W.  Haughn  was  born  in  iSi2, 
and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  came  011 
foot  to  Ohio,  located  in  the  then  new  county 
of  Franklin  and  there  engaged  in  farming. 
I11  that  county,  also,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Coonrod,  daughter  of  Wolrey  Coonrod,  who 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers-—  when  C hilli- 
cothe  was  still  the  capital  of  the  state  and 
Columbus  unknown.  From  Franklin  county 
Mr.  Coonrod  enlisted  for  and  served  through 
the  war  of  1812.  In  the  earl)  days  religious 
meetings  were  held  at  his  house,  as  were  also 
the  elections,  and  he  was  himself  a politician 
and  held  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He 
died  in  Franklin  county,  a Universalist  in  re- 
ligion, in  which  faith  all  his  family  were 
reared.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  of 
German  descent  and  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  viz:  Rachel,  who  was  thrice  married 
— first  to  her  cousin,  \Y.  Haughn;  secondly, 
to  Alexander  Adams,  and  thirdly,  to  John 
Duff,  of  Franklin  county;  the  second  child, 
Margaret,  married  (1.  Ney,  and  resides  in  Illi- 
nois; the  third  child  is  our  subject;  the  fourth 
and  fifth  are  James  M.  and  Samuel  J..  resi- 
dents of  Franklin  county,  Ohio;  the  sixth.  Mary 
C. , is  the  wife  of  James  W ade;  the  seventh, 
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George  \Y.,  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
the  eighth  is  Anna,  wife  of  Richard  Stump — 
all  three  living  in  Franklin  county. 

JohnC.  Haughn,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
remained  on  the  home  place,  assisting  his 
father,  until  he  reached  his  majority.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  in  1867,  he  married 
Miss  Nettie  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  August  18,  1848,  a daughter  of 
Alford  and  Miranda  Taylor,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
srill  living  in  Franklin  county,  where  they 
were  married.  To  their  union  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  Janet  for  Nettie),  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Samuel,  of  Franklin  county; 
James,  who  died  in  1891;  Mary,  wife  of 
C harles  Reaves,  a farmer,  and  Josephine, 
married  to  James  Bell,  also  a farmer.  The 
parents  of  these  children  are  still  living  at  a 
ripe  old  age,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
1 821,  and  the  mother  in  1826.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haughn  has  been  blessed  with 
nine  children,  born  in  the  following  order: 
Charles  E.,  June  17,  1868,  a farmer  of  Henry 
county;  Alford  \Y.,  December  17,  1 870,  also 
.1  farmer  of  Henry  county;  Isa  D.,  July  15, 
isyt,  married  to  Joseph  Warren,  farmer; 
Leslie  S.,  February  7,  1876;  Harry  S.,  Sep- 
tember 2b,  1879;  Floyd  D.,  February  6,  1883; 
Goldie  M.,  |uly  iG,  1885;  Mary  M.,  Decem- 
ber 18,  188N,  and  Ruth  A.,  May  5,  1895-  the 
last-named  six  at  home  with  their  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Haughn  fust  rented 
a farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  1876,  when  he 
came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought  a tract  of 
1 ( >0  acres  of  forest  land  m Liberty  township, 
and  which  still  constitutes  a part  of  lus  ’present 
farm.  Here  he  had  to  fell  the  first  tree  to 
secure  a scat  to  sit  upon,  and  here  he  settled 
his  young  family  and  began  his  bush  ess  life  in 
Putnam  county.  He  cleared  awav  a space  in 
the  woods,  built  a cabin  (w  hicli  he  \ ct  retains  as 
a iclic),  settled  h is  fain il \ in  this,  and  C a the  first 


year  rented  some  cleared  land  and  cultivated  it, 
but  since  then  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his 
own  premises.  To  Ins  original  tract  of  160 
acres  he  has  added  eleven  acres,  and  of  the 
total  he  has  cleared  ai  1 tiled  140  acres.  For 
the  first  three  years  he  failed  in  making  crops 
sufficiently  large  for  his  own  use,  on  account 
of  the  superabundance  of  surface  water,  but 
now'  his  crops  more  than  supply  his  home 
needs  and  he  has  a surplus  to  sell.  The  140 
; acres  cleared  are  all  in  a splendid  state  of  cul- 
! tivation  and  the  farm  is  impr<  \ - d with  a fine 
| two-story  frame  dwelling,  commodiou  barn 
. and  substantial  out-bi  ddings,  wind-mill,  or- 
i chard,  etc.,  and  he  has  a most  desirable  '•  une. 
Beside  the  usual  farm  products,  Mr.  Haughn 
raises  all  the  live  stock'  necessary  for  ho  mi:  use 
and  lor  marketing  purposes.  He’s  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  to  '•  'ship, 
j and  from  what  has  here  been  written  the 
! reader  will  readily  glean  that  he  has  been  a 
successful  one.  His  residence  is  situated  six 
miles  northwest  of  Leipsic,  in  the  Black 
Swamp,  and  the  soil  < i his  farm  is  ai!  of  the 
! black  productive  character.  In  politics  Mr. 

| Haughn  is  a democrat,  and  as  a m. ■•Ft  of 
j public  duty  he  has  accepted  .everal  of  the 
, minor  township  offices,  but  is  far  irom  being 
j an  office  seeker.  He  .s  a man  < f the  strictest 
integrity  and  of  sterling  enterprise.  If  o such 
as  he  who  lay  the  foundation  on  which  is 
1 reared  the  superstructure  of  a com  unity's 
j prosperity,  and  who  inaugurate  that  happy 
I state  of  civilization  which  following  gene:  itions 
enjoy,  but  are  tardy  m recognizing. 


OFIS  I IELMKAMP,  a nnth  -born 
farmer  of  Jennings  township,  1 utnam 
county,  Oliii  . was  born  Novembci 
.5,  1845,  or  the  present  lion  Uead, 
bought  from  the  government  b\  his  hither. 
1 1 is  gran1 1 father,  Glui'-topher  llclmkaiij 


was 
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born  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  in 
1781,  married  Catherine  Margaretta  Schim- 
moller,  became  the  father  of  eight  children, 
and  with  four  of  them,  Frank,  Henry,  Will- 
iam, and  Mary  H.,  came  to  the  United  States 
iji  1832.  and  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in 
1S36,  and  first  located  in  Glandorf,  but  in 
1838  came  to  Jennings  township  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  government,  and 
afterward  added  eighty  acres.  He  was  a de- 
vout Catholic  and  died  at  nearly  seventy-two 
vears  of  age. 

Frank  Helmkamp,  son  of  Christopher  and 
father  ot  Louis,  our  subject,  was  born  August 
10,  1 8 ip,  and  married  Henrietta  Schleter,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  Hanover 
in  t 802,  in  the  same  village  with  her  husband 
and  his  father,  and  was  a daughter  of  Gerhard 
and  Elizabeth  (Schmidt)  Schleter.  Frank 
and  his  wife  came  to  Putnam  county  in  183;; 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods  it 
government,  sale  and  settled  down  to  farming 
His  original  deed,  however,  was  dated  Octo- 
ber 1,  1846,  and  was  signed  by  James  k 

Polk,  president  of  the  United  States.  ML 
Helmkamp  added  eighty  more  acres  to  his 
purchase  and  in  the  end  was  a most  substan- 
tial farmer.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born 
live  children,  viz:  Bernard,  in  Cleveland ; and 

Bernardma,  Henry,  Mary,  and  Louis  in  Put- 
nam countv. 

Louis  Helmkamp,  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated m the  common  schools  and  was  also 
thoroughly  grounded  in  agricultural  knowl- 
edge. 'May  1,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, at  Fort  Jennings,  with  Josephine  Brock- 
man, who  was  born  April  23,  1 852,  at  Glandorf, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Brockman,  who  was  born  in  Glandorf,  Ger- 
many, I bruary  2,  1819,  and  came  to  America 
in  1849  He  first  settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Joseph  Brockman  was  first  married  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio  to  Christina  Lankman,  by  win 0 


he  had  three  children,  Mrs.  Helmkamp  being 
the  only  one  living;  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  coming  in  1854,  and 
here  married  Caroline  ( Land ) Whire,  who 
still  survives,  and  who  bore  nine  children— 
seven  still  living.  After  marriage,  Louis 
Helmkamp  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  140 
acres,  which  he  has  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  has  a tasteful  brick  residence  and 
has  made  his  other  improvements  to  corre- 
spond. To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helm- 
kamp have  been  born  six  children,  viz:  Hen- 

rietta, Catherine,  Frank,  Mary,  Louis  and 
Bernard.  Mr.  Helmkamp  has  given  his  chil- 
dren excellent  educational  advantages  and 
their  moral  training  has  been  attend'  d to 
strictly.  He  and  vfe  are  both  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  as  were 
their  ancestors,  and  few,  il  anv.  of  their  neigh- 
bors hold  higher  social  relations  or  an  more 
sincerely  esteemed.  In  politics  Mr.  Helm- 
kamp is  a democrat. 


OSEPH  H.  BIELLMANN,  of  Jennings 
township,  Putnam  countv,  Ohio,  is  a 
substantial  farmer  and  the  head  of  a 
respected  family.  His  father,  John  M. 
Hellmann,  son  of  George  Hellmann,  was  born 
in  the  kingdom  ol  Hanover,  empire  of  Ger- 
man)’, February,  1816,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  In  1843  he  came  to  America,  landed  in 
New  York,  them'  came  to  Ohio,  stopping 
awhile  in  Toledo,  and  then  coming  to  Port 
Jennings,  where  lie  was  employed  tor  a time  at 
farm  work.  In  1846  he  married  Man  A. 
Finkhoener,  and  the  same  \ear  bought  the 
farm  on  which  our  subject  now  ives,  but  which 
was  taken  in  the  midst  of  a incest.  lie  and 
wife  were  parents  of  four  chi'-dreu,  viz:  1 rank 

(deceased),  Christina,  John  11  and  |oscph  H 
— the  first  fwo  our  d born  ■ lackso”  town- 
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ship  and  the  latter  two  on  the  homestead, 
where  the  father  is  still  living  with  our  subject. 

Joseph  H.  Helhnann,  our  subject,  was  born 
on  his  present  farm  December  28,  1853,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  was  married  at  P'ort  Jen- 
nings August  29,  1882,  to  Bernardina  Luers- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
October  io,  1855,  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Christina  Luersman.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Heilman  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely:  John  M.,  Henry  O.,  William  J., 

Laura  C.,  Bernardina  and  Mary.  Mr.  Hell- 
mann  has  been  very  successful  in  his  calling, 
and  very  industrious,  and  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  vocation.  His  farm  is  nicely  cleared 
and  cultivated,  and  in  1894  he  erected  a sub- 
stantial two-story  brick  residence  on  his  place, 
at  a cost  of  $3,000;  his  barn  and  out-buildings 
are  commodious  and  convenient,  and  every- 
thing about  the  premises  denotes  the  presence 
of  a masterly  manager. 

Henry  Luersman,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hell- 
man,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
Came  to  America  between  the  years  1842  and 
1845.  He  first  located  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  lie  worked  at  his  trade  of  carpentering 
until  about  [N50,  when  he  came  to  p'ort  Jen- 
nings, Ohio,  and  here  married  Christina,  a 
daughter  of  P rank  Schimmoller,  who  was  the 
father  of  ten  children,  seven  living,  viz:  Ber- 

nardina, Elizabeth,  Pauline,  Marv,  Henry 
Christina  and  Anna.  Plenry  Luersman  had 
bought  a farm  in  the  woods  near  Landeck, 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  when  a single  man;  he 
also  bought  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  Put- 
nam county,  and  was  a well-to-do  farmer.  He 
and  family  were  all  members  of  the  ( atholic 
church,  in  whit  h faith  he  died  on  his  farm  in 
Jackson  township  Mr.  Heilman  has  proven 
himself  to  be  a good  business  man  as  well  as  a 
skdlful  farmer,  and  his  integrity  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  beyond  question.  He  b one  of 


the  most  respectable  men  of  the  township,  and 
his  farm,  with  its  surroundings,  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  farm  of  equal  dimensions  in  the 
county. 


ANIEL  A.  HEM  LEY,  one  of  the 
well-known  and  prosperous  business 
men  of  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  and 
a worthy  representative  of  on:  of 
the  pioneer  families,  is  a native  of  Putnam 
county,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Pan- 
dora, in  Riley  township,  five  and  a half  miles 
from  Columbus  Grove,  in  Pleasant  township, 
on  August  23,  1850.  His  parents  settled  at 
Pandora  (then  Pendleton)  when  there  wer  no 
roads  leading  into  that  place  or  elsewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  except  those  blazed  through 
the  woods.  The  father  was  John  G.  Hemiey, 
a native  of  a Rhine  province  of  Germany.  The 
mother  was  Christine  Risser,  who  was  bin  ' in 
the  same  province  as  that  of  her  husband. 

| They  were  young  people  when  they  can  to 
j America,  where  they  were  soon  afterward  mar- 
J ried.  They  came  to  Putnam  county  about 
1836,  located  in  Pandora,  and  lived  there  the 
balance  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  an  ex- 
pert harness  maker  by  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  in  Pandora  for  many  years.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  his  business  he  carried  on  his 
back  most  of  the  leather  he  used  from  '.Vest 
Cairo,  Allen  county,  where  there  was  a tan- 
1 nery,  as  there  was  no  other  way  of  getti  g it 
I transported.  He  moved  to  Pandora  without  a 
! dollar  in  his  pocket,  but  being  an  industrious 
and  hard-working  man,  he  prospered  and  made 
money  by  close  work  at  his  trade.  When  his 
death  occurred  he  was  in  very  fair  cm  '.un- 
stances,  owning  a good  farm,  as  well  as  good 
town  property.  He  died  in  his  sixty-second 
year.  His  wife  died  when  our  subject  was  but 
eight  years  of  age.  Both  parents  were  1 m- 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  church.  1 > these  par- 
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ents  seven  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are 
living,  as  follows:  Christina,  now  the  widow  of 

Dr  Francis  Herrmann,  of  Bluffton,  Ohio;  John 
G.,  deceased,  for  many  years  of  Pandora,  from 
which  place  he  removed  to  Trenton,  Mo., 
where  his  family  now  resides;  he  was  a fine 
harness  maker  and  a member  of  the  Twenty- 
first  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  for 
three  years;  Amelia,  widow  of  Jacob  Risser,  of 
Toledo;  Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  L. 
Gibson,  of  New.villc,  Inch;  Ellen,  now  the  wife 
of  Philip  Keil,  of  Lima;  G.  A.,  now  of  Chi- 
cago, was  a member  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  cav- 
alry over  two  years  and  until  the  end  of  the 
war,  going  into  the  service  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years 

Daniel  A.  Heinley  was  reared  in  Pandora 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  place. 
He  afterward  attended  the  Newville  academy 
of  Newville,  Inch,  for  two  terms.  In  i860  he 
came  to  Columbus  Grove  and  went  to  work 
for  his  brother-in-law,  Jacob  Kisser,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  shipping  business, 
and  remained  until  the  latter’s  death,  which 
occurred  on  August  2i.  1871,  by  being  crushed 
between  two  freight  cars.  The  administrator, 
Henry  Kisser,  then  took  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  his  late  brother-in-law,  with  Mr.  Hem- 
ley  as  manager,  and  he  thus  conducted  the 
business  for  three  months,  when  the  partnei- 
nership  of  A.  Kisser  A Co.  was  formed,  Mr 
Heinley  becoming  a member  of  the  same. 
This  firm  was  continued  for  about  two  years, 
when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Hemley 
and  E.  Beese  formed  the  firm  of  Hemley  A 
Beese;  this  firm  continued  about  six  years, 
when  it  was  dissolved  by  their  selling  out  to 
N.  \Y.  Ogan,  and  Mr.  Hemley  managed  the 
business  for  Mr.  Ogan  until  he  sold  out  to 
Isaac  Bushong  and  Wilson  Martin,  in  1878,  and 
following  that  Mr.  Hemley  engaged  in  the  agri- 
cultural implement  business  in  ColumbusGrove, 
in  which  business  he  lias  since  continued. 


Mr.  Hemley  began  on  a very  small  scale, 
but  increased  from  year  to  year  until  he  soon 
had  a large  business.  He  conducted  business 
by  himself  until  1890,  when  lu-  sold  out  to  J. 
F.  Naas,  but  eight  months  later  purchased  the 
business  again;  in  the  fall  of  1891  the  firm  of 
D.  A.  Hemley  & Co.  was  organized,  which 
was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  1892,  and  the  firm 
of  Hemley,  Sarber  & Dye  was  formed.  In  the 
fall  of  1894  that  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Hemley  sold  out  to  Mr.  Sarber  Mr.  Hemley, 
in  the  meantime,  operated  branch  houses  at 
different  points  in  Ohio,  and  for  the  past  seven 
years  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  business  at 
Delphos,  Ohio,  where  he  has  a large  and  pros- 
perous business  in  connection  with  \Y.  Y. 
LaRue,  as  his  partner  and  manager.  Mr. 
Hemley  also  owns  and  operates  a large  saw- 
mill at  Kalida,  Ohio.  He  has  also  been  a 
large  shipper  of  apples  and  produce,  and  man- 
ufacturer of  cider  and  pure  cid<  1 vinegar,  dur- 
ing his  time. 

Mr.  Hemley  was  married,  October  2 1 , 1875, 
to  Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of  Capt.  N.  W Ogan, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Columbus  Grove,  w hose 
sketch  and  portrait  appear  on  other  pages  of 
this  volume.  To  this  happy  union  two  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  viz:  Dudley  C.  and 

Pauline,  the  lormer  ol  whom  was  born  March 
18,  1877,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  coming 
young  men  of  his  town.  He  is  a graduate  of 
the  Columbus  Grove  high  school,  also  the  Tri- 
State  Commercial  college,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
September  24,  1895,  entered  a five  years’  lit- 
erary course  at  Oberlin  college.  Pauline,  the 
pride  of  the  family  and  one  of  the  promising 
young  ladies  of  the  town,  was  born  June  24, 
1882.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hemlev  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  while  Mrs.  Hemic) 
is  a worth)-  member  of  the  Presin  terian  church. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemley  an-  leaders  in  the 
social  world  and  active  workers  in  the  1 hurrli, 
as  well  as  deeply  interested  in  school  work, 
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fully  realizing  that  the  foundation  of  all  good 
citizenship  is  simply  the  out-put  of  a good 
education. 

In  1870  Mr.  Hemley  erected  a tine  resi- 
dence on  Broadway,  which  he  sold  without 
occupying.  In  1884  he  erected  a beautiful 
Queen  Ann  style  residence,  on  Broadway, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  surrounded  by  all 
comforts.  In  1875  Hemley  & Co.  built  the 
brick  business  block  on  High  street  now  occu- 


I 


pied  by  D.  Foltz,  the  hardware  dealer;  in  1S79 
he  bought  two  lots  on  the  west  side  of  High 
street,  and  on  one  of  these  he  erected  a large 
business  house  and  his  agricultural  store,  which 
is  100  feet  deep.  In  1883  he  built,  on  an  ad- 
joining lot,  his  buggy  and  carriage  depository, 
which  is  115  feet  deep,  in  which  he  has  his 
office  and  headquarters.  In  1890  he  built  a 
large  and  substantial  brick  business  house  on 


the  east  side  of  High  street,  two  stories  high 
and  sevent)  feet  deep,  with  metal  front,  now 
occupied  by  a first-class  clothing  house.  From 
the  foregoing  facts  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that 
Mr.  Hemley  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
leading  business  men  of  his  town,  and  county 
as  well,  and  one  who  is  always  ready  to  aid 
any  worthy  enterprise,  and  one  who  liberally 
contributes  to  all  benevolent  or  charitable 


enterprises. 


F VI  HENRY,  a sagacious  and  ex-  ; 

B i perieneed  agriculturist  of  Liberty 

township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  ■ 
born  in  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  March 
jo,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Letwiler)  Henry,  of  German  descent.  These 
parents  were  married  in  Crawford  county,  Pa., 
ami  in  1 844  came  to  Ohio,  located  on  leased  1 
land  in  Wyandot  county,  and  there  made 
their  home  for  twelve  years,  when  they  came 
b>  Putnam  count)  and  bought  a tract  of  wild 
hand  in  I i belt \ township,  which  the  father 


cleared  up  and  converted  into  a comfortable 
home,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1870,  a member  of  the  E\ angel- 
ical church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a 
member.  They  had  a family  of  tw'elve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  but  of 
whom  only  three  are  now'  living.  The  order 
of  birth  of  the  twelve  was  as  follows:  Jacob, 

who  died  the  father  of  one  child;  John  died 
the  father  of  three  children;  Cephas  served 
through  the  Civil  wai  and  died  in  the  rebel 
prison  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. ; Daniel  served  in 
the  100-day  service,  and  at  his  death  left  five 
children;  Abraham  served  in  the  Fort) -ninth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  was  taken  ill  and 
brought  home  to  die;  Maria  is  married  to 
Michael  Dunlin,  and  resides  in  Wvamlot 
county,  Ohio;  Nathan  died  single;  Levi  s the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Lydia,  Judia,  and 
Magdalene  died  unmarried;  and  Main  A is 
the  wife  of  H.  Hudson,  deceased.  'The  father 
of  this  family  was  in  politics  a democrat,  and 
while  residing  in  Pennsylvania  was  a justice  of 
the  peace  and  a gentleman  of  considerable 
local  prominence. 

Levi  Henry,  the  subject  proper  d this 
memoir,  was  but  sewn  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents.  H-  was 
reared  to  farming  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  district  in  W yandot  county. 
On  coming  to  Liberty  township,  1 utnam 
county,  in  1856,  he  lived  with  his  parents  un- 
til August,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  under 
Col.  \Ym  H.  Gibson,  was  assigned  to  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  saw  some  very 
hard  service.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh , 
siege  of  Corinth,  and  in  the  se\ c re  engagement 
at  Murfreesboro  at  the  last-named  place  re- 
ceiving a bullet  wound  through  the  foot,  from 
which  he  suffered  in  hospital  at  Madison  Ind., 
an  entire  year.  After  partial  recover)  he  was 
lu  re  retained  as  muse  and  given  charge  of  a 
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ward,  was  thus  employed  when  his  three-year 
term  of  service  expired,  and  here  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  On  his  return  home  he 
married,  in  March,  [866,  Miss  Martha  A. 
Woodell,  who  was  born  in  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio,  in  March,  [846,  a daughter  of  Joseph  ! 
and  Catherine  (Welker)  Woodell,  who  came 
to  Putnam  county  in  1848,  their  daughter, 
Martha  A , being  then  two  years  old.  Here 
Mr.  \\  ffiodell  entered  a tract  cM  land  and 
cleared  up  a farm,  and  later  purchased  an  im- 
proved place,  to  which  he  moved  his  family, 
and  on  which  he  ended  his  days  in  [893.  He 
was  a prominent  and  enterprising  gentleman, 
and  ven  popular  as  a republican,  under  the 
auspices  of  which  party  he  filled  several  of  the 
minor  offices  of  the  township,  Here,  also,  his  j 
widow  passed  away  in  January,  1895.  Their 
children  were  four  in  number  and  named  as 
follows:  William  F.,  who  twice  enlisted  in 

the  Civil  war,  received  two  honorable  dis- 
charges, became  a practicing  physician  at 
Leipsic,  Putnam  county,  and  died  in  1884; 
Martha  A.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry;  John  W'., 
a farmer  of  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  and  Mary 
|.,  who  died,  unmarried,  about  1869.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  viz:  Nora,  still  at 

home  with  her  parents;  Stella  B.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Miller,  a resident  of  Sidney,  Ohio; 
Mae  E.,  Maud  P. , and  William  (born  October 
25,  1 884),  at  home. 

On  marrying,  Mr.  Henry,  our  subject,  first 
rented  land  from  his  father,  on  which  he  r - 
sided  until  1872,  when  he  bought  and  moved 
upon  the  I inn  he  Mill  occupies,  and  which 
was  then  considerably  improved,  leaving  him 
but  a small  number  of  acres  to  clear  off  and 
drain.  Hi  has  fifty  acres  under  an  excellent 
state  of  tillage,  does  the  usual  farming  and 
raises  the  necessary  live  stock  foi  home  use 
his  farm  presenting,  altogether,  as  neat  an  ap- 
pearance as  any  in  the  loyvnship  I11  politic  s 


Mr.  Henry  is  a republican,  and  takes  consider- 
able interest  in  public  affairs,  but  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker;  yet,  through  a sense  of 
duty  as  a good  citizen,  he  has  served  as  town- 
ship assessor,  and  is  noyv  serving  as  township 
trustee.  Mr.  Henry  is  a steady-going,  industri- 
ous farmer,  and  has  won  the  esteem  of  his 
neighbors,  who  respect  him  for  unselfish  prin- 
ciples, liberal  disposition,  and  his  many  other 
good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 


aHARLES  FREDERICK  HENRY,  a 
rising  farmer  of  Jackson  township, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  in  Monterey 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  April 
10,  1851,  a son  of  Conrad  and  Mary  (Peters) 
Henry.  The  father,  Conrad  Henry,  was  born 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1819,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  came  to  America,  from  Germany 
and  located  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  in  1840,  re- 
maining there  three  years.  He  then  came  to 
Delphos,  Ohio,  where  lie  yvas  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  a firm  that  had  a contract 
for  digging  the  canal  at  that  point.  He  there 
married  Mary  Peters,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1826,  and  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  seven  years,  and  to  this  marriage  were 
born  the  following  children:  An  infant,  who 

died  unnamed;  Ann  Catherine  Louisa,  wife  of 
William  B.  Roof,  of  Michigan;  (diaries  h , our 
subject;  Wilhehnina,  widow  of  | oh n F.  Ham- 
monds, of  Monterey  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  Lewis  P.,  farmer  of  Jackson  township; 
Ida  Eliza,  who  died  an  infant-  Mary  Matilda, 
wife  ot  George  Keller,  farmer  of  Jennings 
township,  and  Adam  Edward,  a farmer  of 
Monterey  township.  After  marriage  Conrad 
Henry  settled  on  a farm  in  Monterey  town- 
ship, on  the  canal  This  larm  he  had  pre- 
viously purchased  in  the  w ild  woods,  on  taking 
possession  of  which  he  immedi  ucly  proceeded 
to  clear  away  the  forest  and  to  cultivate  the 
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land,  eventually  succeeding  in  securing  a fer- 
tile and  productive  farm  and  a comfortable 
home,  where  his  death  took  place  August  23, 
1867,  in  the  faith  of  the  German  Reform 
•church.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  and 
for  a number  of  years  served  as  township 
trustee,  and  was  serving  his  second  term  as 
county  commissioner  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mrs.  Mary  Henry,  his  wife,  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Reform  church,  and  died 
February  7,  1871,  a truly  devout  Christian. 

Charles  F.  Henry,  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in  his 
native  township.  Mav  14,  1874,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Ann  Swihart,  who 
was  born  in  Kosciusko  county,  Ind.,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1856,  1 daughter  of  Eli  and  Elizabeth 
(Gobel)  Swihart.  Eli  Swihart  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  Dutch  descent;  was  born 
February  25,  1820,  and  died  August  23,  1863, 
having  served  as  a soldier  in  the  late  Civil  war. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  July  3,  1829, 
and  died  November  12,  1878.  To  the  union 
of  Charles  F.  Henry  and  Lydia  A.  Swihart 
have  been  born  seven  children  in  the  following 
order:  Lewis,  born  September  10,  1875,  died 

November  28/1876;  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  months;  Cora  Elizabeth,  born 
January  11,  1878;  Catherine  Matilde,  June  15, 
1881;  Maggie  Washtella,  May  9,  1886;  Clar- 
ence Frederick,  December  13,  1889;  George 
Washington,  July  23,  1892,  and  Beuhla  Violet, 
June  24,  1895.  After  marriage  Mr.  Henry 
made  his  home  on  the  old  homestead  in  Mon- 
terey township  until  1883,  when  he  bought  his 
present  place  in  Jackson  township,  which  at 
that  time  was  a wilderness.  By  hard  work  and 
the  exercise  of  that  skill  for  which  lie  is  still 
well  known,  he  has  cleared  up  his  tract,  im- 
proved it  in  all  particulars,  and  has  made  it  a 
la'in  of  which  any  man  might  well  feel  proud. 
Mr.  Henry  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Reform  church  at  Delphos,  and  m politics 


Mr.  Henry  is  a democrat.  He  is  very  popular 
with  his  party,  and  under  its  auspices  has  tilled 
the  office  of  school  director  three  terms,  and 
has  also  served  as  supervisor.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  the  township,  is  public- 
spirited  and  always  read)’  to  lend  a helping 
hand  and  subscribe  from  his  means  in  aid  of 
the  advancement  of  the  township’s  welfare, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


OSEPH  HER  MILLER,  Jr.,  of  the 
firm  of  Hermiller  Bros. . dealers  in  grain, 
Hour,  feed  and  stock,  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Ottawa,  Ohio, 
and  a representative  citizen  of  his  native 
county,  Putnam.  He  was  born  Decembei  30, 
1854,  in  Ottawa  township,  and  is  a son  of 
|oseph  and  Clara  (Recker)  Hermiller— the 
latter  deceased,  but  the  former  still  living. 
The  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm  one  mile  south  of  Ottawa,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  attain  al  his 
majority,  attending  in  the  meantime  the  pub- 
lic schools,  where  he  acquired  a good  English 
education.  After  working  for  a short  time 
with  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  Rail- 
road company,  he  accepted  a position  with  a 
Mr.  Ewing,  proprietor  of  the  grain  elevator  at 
Ottawa.  After  Mr.  Ewing’s  retirement  from 
the  business  in  1 88 1 . Mr.  Hermiller  entered 
the  employ  of  the  successor,  J.  F.  Reed,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  latter’s  d<.  ,/h,  in 
December,  1882,  the  elevator  at  that  time 
passing  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Paul.  M>  Her- 
miller continued  as  manager  of  the  establish- 
ment until  1884,  when,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  he  purchased  the  business,  which  was 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Hermiller 
& Son  until  1893,  the  father  retiring  that  year, 
and  Frank  Hermiller,  a brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, taking  his  in  tore  >t  After  one  yeai  1 rank 
Hermiller  died  and  Ins  hrothei  )ohti  became  a 
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partner  with  Joseph,  and  together  they  have 
since  conducted  the  business  in  a most  success- 
ful manner  The  firm  handle  from  80,000 
to  100,000  bushels  of  grain  per  annum,  and 
since  189}  have  given  considerable  attention 
to  live  stock,  being  the  heaviest  purchasers  and 
shippers  in  Putnam  county.  They  buy  for  the 
eastern  market,  and  also  deal  extensively  in 
Hour  and  feed,  keeping  in  stock  the  celebrated 
Minneapolis  brands.  As  a business  man,  Mr. 
Hermiller  is  zealous  and  ambitious,  and  suc- 
cessful in  the  fullest  sense  in  which  that  term 
is  usual  I v accepted.  During  his  career  no 
act  inconsistent  with  the  strictest  honor  and 
integrity  has  over  been  imputed  to  him,  and 
he  stands  high,  not  only  in  business  circles, 
but  among  all  classes  of  people:  as  well.  A 
democrat  in  politics,  he  has  not  been  a par- 
tisan, and  with  the  exception  of  serving  as 
councilm  n ol  Ottawa  lias  never  held  official 
position  Mr.  Hermiller  was  married  May  27, 
1S84,  to  Miss  Anna  A Bentler,  daughter  of 
John  N.  and  Susan  Bentler.  Mrs.  Hermiller 
was  born  October  23,  1 8 5 , in  Lawrenceburg, 
Inti. , and  is  the  mother  of  four  children- 
C lara,  Joseph  N.,  Man  and  Oscar  \Y.  Mr. 
Hermiller  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  church  of  Ottawa  and  are  held  in 
very  high  esteem  by  the  community  at  large. 


I SAN  1C.  HFRSHEY,  the  widow  of 
of  Abraham  Hershey,  was  born  in 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  March  7,  1841. 
Her  father,  David  Murphey,  was  born 
in  Kentucky  April  3,  179.O  and  was  the  son  of 
a Baptist  minister,  a native  of  Ireland.  David 
Murphey  was  reared  an  a farm,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  ran  nwav  from  home  and 
went  into  the  army,  serving  in  the  war  of  1812 
for  live  y -irs,  and  was  badly  wounded.  He 
spent  dim.  war  as  a prisoner  among  the  Indians, 
having  been  taken  captive  by  them  neat 


Niagara.  He  married  and  was  blessed  w’ith 
three  children:  David,  deceased,  formerly  of 

Jackson  township;  Mrs.  Sarah  Harris,  who 
lives  in  Indiana,  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Groves,  de- 
ceased, also  of  Indiana.  His  wife  died  in 
1839,  and  he  married  Lucy,  the  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Sarah  (Lancaster)  Sroufe. 
After  marriage  he  lived  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  where  his  two  children  were  born : Chris- 

topher, deceased,  who  served  in  the  late  war, 
was  five  years  in  company  I,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  entering  the  service  when 
fifteen  years  old,  and  Susan  L,  the  subject  of 
this  review.  In  1852  he  moved  his  family  to 
Putnam  county,  to  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Her- 
shey now  lives.  This  farm  had  descended  to 
her  mother  from  her  brother,  Sebastian,  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  Mexican  wai  On  this  farm 
her  father  lived  until  Ins  death  cm  October  1, 
1865.  Tn  politics  he  was  a democrat.  The 
mother  passed  her  last  days  with  her  devoted 
daughter  until  October  19,  189',  when  death 
called  her  away.  ,She  w'as  a devoted  Christian 
and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  fifty-nine  years. 

Mrs  Hershey  was  married  February  23, 

1 86 1,  to  Abraham  Hershey,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  April  17,  1835.  1 1 is  parents  were  Ben- 

jamin Hershey,  of  good  (rid  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  stock,  and  Frances  (Stiner)  Hershey. 
Having  been  reared  on  a farm,  he  continued 
that  calling,  and  alter  marriage  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  seven 
children  were  born  to  him,  viz:  Sarah  Cora, 

formerly  a teacher,  but  now  the  w ife  of  Joseph 
Stemen,  a farmer  and  veterinary  surgeon  of 
Jennings  township ; Flora  Estella,  wife  of  J.  11 
Kelkner,  a railroad  man  of  Delphos;  Frances 
May,  deceased;  W illiam  D.,  a farmer  of  Jack- 
son  township;  George  M.;  James  Clinton  and 
Harlon  B.,  all  three  of  whom  still  live  at 
home.  The  father  was  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  was  intrusted  wdh  numerous  offices  being 
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township  trustee  and  assessor  for  a number  of  j 
years,  also  supervisor  and  school  director.  For  : 
twenty-four  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  during  that 
time  did  not  miss  a dozen  sen  ices.  He  was 
class  leader  for  many  years,  and  served  as 
trustee  from  the  time  of  his  uniting  with  the 
church  until  July'  11,  1885,  when  death  called 
him  to  be  a member  of  the  great  church  above, 
.wt  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school;  among  the 
neighbors  he  was  known  as  a prominent  and 
influential  man.  One  brother,  Henry,  living 
;n  Dakota,  and  one  sister,  of  Dupont,  Ohio, 
still  survive  him. 

After  his  death,  his  wife,  the  subject  of  this  | 
sketch,  with  the  aid  of  her  children,  took  up 
the  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead,  and  has 
b.-en  very  prosperous.  Mrs.  Hershey  s foster 
brother,  Robert  Foster,  was  reared  by  her  j 
mother  from  his  early  babyhood  until  grown  to  j 
full  manhood.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  lie 
entered  in  his  country ’s  service  and  served  i 
valiantly  until  captured  and  taken  to  Libby 
prison,  where  he  was  starved  to  death. 
Her  grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  one  uncle  in  the  Mexican  war.  She 
has  been  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  1 
church  since  she  was  fourteen  years  old,  and 
was  the  first  member  of  the  Auglaize  class. 
When  a yoiig  lady  she  taught  school  and  was 
very  successful.  She  is  a woman  of  consider- 
able business  tact,  and  has  been  signally  sue-  l 
cess 1 1 1 1 m managing  the  farm. 


ISAAC  HI  LTV,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
lx i ley  township,  Putnam  county,  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  May  19, 
1843,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Fliz- 
a belli  fN cue nsch wander , Hilty,  was  oared  to 
la  uiing,  and  also  learned  the  i urpenter’s 
nade,  which  he  followed  four  wars.  In 


December,  1866,  he  married  and  settled  on 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  first 
renting  and  then  buy  ing.  This  farm  comprises 
175  acres,  of  which  lie  has  135  acres  in  culti- 
vation, is  conveniently  located  within  a half- 
mile  of  Pandora,  ami  is  improved  with  sub- 
stantial and  commodious  buildings,  and  is 
stocked  with  graded  cattle  and  other  choice 
animals.  Mr.  Hilty  has  been  engaged,  in  ad- 
dition to  farming,  in  the  threshing  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  1881,  in  partnership 
with  others,  started  a saw-mill,  in  which  he  has 
done  a most  extensive  business,  buying  logs, 
making  lumber,  etc. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hilty  took  place 
December  6,  1866,  a war  before  he  ca ■ ;e  to 
this  country,  to  Miss  Anna  Blo-ser,  who  was 
born  in  Putnam  countv.  June  2 , 184-  and 
who  is  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Basinger  < Blosser.  Hei  father,  Henry  Blc  ser, 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  cauu  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  in  1837  By  trade  he  ,s  a 
blacksmith  and  remarkably  versatile  in  this 
and  m the  mechanical  arts  generallv,  1 mg 
able  to  make  or  repair  any  implement  or  ma- 
chine, whether  made  of  wood  or  metal,  be  it 
newer  so  delicate.  He  was  also  a surveyor , 
served  the  county  in  that  capacity  a number 
of  years,  and  also  did  about  all  the  private 
surveying  of  his  locality.  He  made  a 1 1 his 
instruments,  including  Ins  compass,  the  needle 
of  which  he  charged  with  a lode-stone  found 
by  his  father  in  the  Blue  Ridge  mount,, ins. 
Fventuallv  relinquishing  blacksmithing,  Mr. 
Blosser  settled  down  to  farming,  a vocation  he 
followed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1863.  He  had  long  been  a member  o‘  the 
Mennonite  church  and  was  honored  by  all  for 
his  upright  life  and  gentle  disposition  Ills 
wife  was  a native  ol  ALuce,  l iaise,  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1 8 1 1 ; she  can"  to  America  in  4, 
accompanied  by  her  p.  rents,  who  (undid  in 
Alexandria  Ya.,  and  tin  re  she  remained  >lil 
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1837,  when  she  came  to  Ohio,  where  she  now 
resides  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilty,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  The  eight  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B losser  were  named  as  follows: 
k hristian,  Magdalene,  Fannie,  Elizabeth,  Anna 
(Mrs.  Hiltyj,  Abraham,  Henry  and  Sarah. 

Peter  Hilt}’,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
life-long  farmer  and  was  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Putnam  county,  which  he  greatly 
assisted  in  clearing  from  the  wilderness.  He 
was  born  September  28,  1S21,  and  died  in 

Allen  count}',  April  8,  1892.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  February  11,  1819,  came  from  the 
old  count}  to  Ohio  in  1824  and  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio  but  later  moved  to  Allen 
county,  where  she  died,  December  5,  1894. 
These  parents  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Mennonite  church,  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  ten  children,  viz;  Isaac  (our 
subject  , John  S.,  Barbara,  Catherine,  Benja- 
min, Noah,  Mary  (who  died  the  mother  of  fiv 
children,,  Peter  B.,  Samuel,  Susan  and  Eliza- 
beth. T!  ie  union  o!  Isaac  and  Anna  (BlosseO 
Hilty  has  also  been  crowned  by  the  birth  of 
ten  children,  viz:  Henry,  who  is  married  and 

settled;  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Peter,  Jessie, 
Sarah,  M try,  Minnie,  Aldine  and  Abraham. 
Mr.  Hilty  and  famih  are  members  of  the  I )e- 
fendless  Mennonite  1 luirch  and  have  so  lived 
as  to  win  'he  regard  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  tin  in.  Mr, . Hilty  was  at  one  time  a 
democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  but  of 
late  years  has  withdrawn  his  attention  from 
public  matters  and  given  it  to  his  private 
affairs,  leaving  to  other  young  men  the  offices 
and  then  perplexitii  and  emoluments. 


ti^VEIEU  B.  HILTY,  an  enterprising 
1 W }'umg  business  man  and  farmer  of 
! Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 

Richland  township,  Allen  count), 
March  22,  1858,  the  ninth  of  eleven  children 


born  to  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Neuensch wan- 
der) Hilty,  who  were  born  in  Basel,  Switzer- 
land, but  who,  when  young,  were  brought  by 
their  parents  to  America.  Peter’s  parents  first 
settled  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  but  later  moved 
to  Allen  county,  where  Peter  married,  bought 
land,  improved  a farm,  reared  a family  and 
there  died  April  8,  1892,  his  wife  surviving 
until  December,  1894.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Mennonite  church.  Pc  ter  and  Eliza- 
beth were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
named  as  follows:  Isaac,  farmer  and  saw- 

mill proprietor,  of  Riley  town  hip;  John  S.,  of 
Allen  county;  Benjamin  B.,  farmer;  Noah; 
Peter  B.,  our  subject;  Samuel,  of  Allen  county; 
Barbara,  wife  of  Christian  A.  1 .ugabill  1 ath- 
erine,  married  to  A.  M.  Amstutz;  Mary,  who 
was  married  to  David  1).  Geiger,  becam.  the 
mother  of  six  children,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Susan,  who  died  young,  and  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Peter  A.  Suter. 

Peter  B.  Hilts  was  reared  t<-  farming  and 
was  educated  in  both  the  English  and  German 
languages  in  the  common  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  normal  school  for  several  terms, 
thus  preparing  himself  for  schoo. -teaching.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  took  charge  of  his  first 
school,  and  taught  his  last  term  in  1886-87, 
teaching  in  both  languages.  I11  1880,  Mr. 
Hilt)’  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Moses,  who 
was  born  December  20,  1856,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  Moses,  of  Wayne  count)’, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Moses  came  to  Putnam  county  in 
1851  as  a minister  of  the  Swiss  Mennonite 
church.  He  has  been  a farmer,  but  entered 
the  ministry  and  rose  to  the  position  of  bishop. 
He  married  Miss  Anna  Lehman,  to  which 
union  were  born  ten  children,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Daniel,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Barbara, 

Fanny,  Noah,  Jacob,  John  | , Anna  and  Sam- 
uel; of  these  Small  alone  has  been  called 
away — dying  in  ( ollnirn,  Ink,  and  leaving 
five  children.  K<  \ Mr.  Moses  lost  hi  - faith- 
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fal  companion  in  1878,  but  he  is  still  spared 
for  good  work  for  the  Master,  and  is  in  his 
sixty-eighth  year.  To  P.  IP  Hilty  and  wife 
have  been  born  eight  children,  of  whom  two 
died  young,  the  surviving  six  being  named 
Elizabeth,  Lilia,  Alvin  B.,  Aldo  C.,  Estella 
and  Martha. 

In  1881  Mr.  Hilty  purchased  1 jo  acres  of 
the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives,  in  Riley  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  which  farm  at  the  time 
contained  some  indifferent  improvements,  but 
Mr.  Hilty  has  since  erected  good  and  substan- 
tial farm  buildings,  cleared  up  and  tilled  sev- 
enty acres,  and  has  as  productive  a piece  of 
land  as -any  of  its  size  in  the  township.  He 
has  set  out  an  orchard  of  choice  fruit  trees, 
does  the  usual  general  farming,  and  raises  all 
the  live  stock  necessary  for  home  use.  In  1894 
Mr.  Hilty  commenced  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness at  Pandora,  and  within  this  short  time 
has  established  a tirst-c.lass  repi  iation  as  a 
funeral  director.  Mr.  Hilty  was  reared  a dem- 
ocrat, but  in  local  elections  he  sustains  the 
nominee  lie  thinks  to  be  most  competent  to 
till  the  office  sought,  irrespective  of  politics. 
Mr.  Hilty  is  a young  man  of  enterprise  and 
ability,  and  has  won  for  himself  many  friends  \ 
throughout  Riley  and  adjacent  townships,  w ho 
are  sincere  in  their  regard  and  esteem  for  him 
self  and  family. 


Berlin  an  i)  hoeemann,  one  of 

the  most  enterprising  and  prominent 
farmers  of  Pleasant  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  bom  in  Glan- 
dorf,  Germany,  September  8,  1842  and  at  tin- 
age  of  three  years  came  with  lus  parents  to 
\merica,  landing  at  Baltimore  Mil.,  after 
passing  eight  weeks  on  the  ocean.  Emm 
Baltimore  the  family  went  to  Wheeling,  Yn., 
on  a freight  wagon,  then  down  the  river  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  them  e by  wagon  to  \\  ap  1- 


koneta,  where  they  found  their  funds  ex- 
hausted, but  were  assisted  by  the  prit  st,  and 
arrived  at  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1836.  Here,  through  the  aid  of  Bather 
Horstman,  they  settled  and  leased  some  land, 
which  the  father,  aided  by  his  elder  : ildren, 
at  once  set  to  work  to  clear  up.  He  also 
worked  on  the  canal,  which  was  ther  in  the 
course  of  construction.  Further  mention  of 
the  parents  and  the  other  members  of  tl  e fam- 
ily will  be  reserved  for  a place  further  on, 
while  the  fortunes  of  the  subject  will  ’ ere  be 
followed . 

Ferdinand  Hoffmann  attended  s bool  at 
Glandorf  until  twelve  years  of  age,  tin  n went 
' to  Cincinnati  in  the  fall  of  re'44.  where  he  wit- 
I nessed  the  famous  tailors'  strike,  and  - lerc  lu 
worked  in  a match  factory  and  a spice-mill  for 
a time,  and  then  for  three  months  attended 
school;  then  entered  a job  printing  office, 
whence  he  graduated  ;o  the  composition  room 
of  a frte-soil  paper  (which  was  in  constant 
danger  of  being  mobbed  by  Kentrn  kians), 
where  lie  worked  two  years,  and  then  passed 
two  years  at  home.  Returning  agan  ( hi- 
cinnati,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Herald,  an 
abolition  sheet,  where  he  remained  until  the 
failure  of  that  journal  a year  later.  Afte- 
working  on  other  papers  he  passed  mother 
year  at  home;  returned  to  Cincinnati,  was  sick 
three  months,  but  worked  a year  111  a oominis- 
| sion  house,  and  then  returned  home  perma- 
I nently.  In  1852  he  maria  - I a widow,  and 
cared  for  her  farm  until  1865,  when  he  bought 
the  faun  on  which  he  now  lives,  bm  which 
then  contained  120  acres,  and  was  m. proved 
with  a dwelling.  Fo  this  tract  he  has  added 
eighty  acres,  and  has  also  bought  oth<  tracts, 
to  be  distributed  among  his  children  and  some 
to  be  kept  for  himself.  His  home  1. 11  11  has 
110  acres  cleared,  but  he  owns  a total  ol  150 
acres  of  cleared  land,  ditched,  tiled  a>  - undei 
cultivation.  He  lias  remodi  led  his  dwelling 
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built  good  barns,  etc.,  set  out  a fine  orchard, 
and  has  everything  in  good  shape  and  in  a 
thriving  condition. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  married  Mrs.  Katherine  Kulil- 
man,  whose  first  husband,  Bernard  Kuhlman, 
was  killed  by  a horse.  She  was  then  the 
mother  of  one  child.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Hoffmann,  Henry  Feltman,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  America  in  1835,  when  his. 
daughter  (Mrs.  Hoffmann)  was  but  one  year  of 
age.  He  also  settled  down  to  farming  near 
Glandorf,  and  there  died  September  5,  1892, 
a member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  the 
father  of  six  children,  all  well-to-do  residents 
of  Putnam  county,  and  named  as  follows: 
Katherine,  wife  of  the  subject;  Agnes,  Eliza- 
beth., Mary,  William  and  Barney.  To  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffmann  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  of  whom  four  died 
young,  the  living  being  named  as  follows: 
John  H,,  born  March  11,  1857;  William  F., 
May  18,  1861;  Katherine,  October  21,  1863, 
wife  of  Frank  Steeschulte;  Mary,  June  6,  1866, 
wife  of  John  Biskar;  Annie,  October  20,  1868, 
yet  at  home;  Henry  B.,  December  8,  1870, 
teacher  at  Leipsic  and  also  a music  salesman, 
and  Frank  J.,  March  3,  1873,  still  at  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  Henry, 
and  Katherine  (Papenbrock)  Hoffmann,  were 
both  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  America, 
with  a small  colony,  among  whom  were  the 
Lehmkules,  the  Gurdings,  the  Snipkels  and 
others,  all  of  whom  settled  at  or  near  Glan- 
dorf, being  acquainted  with  the  priest  at  that 
place,  who  had  been  reared  near  them  in  Ger- 
many and  was  of  great  assistance  in  getting 
the  colonists  settled  after  their  arrival.  These 
all  prospered  and  reared  families.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  about  1858,  and  the  father 
November  8,  1892,  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  To  John  Henry  and  Kather- 
ine Hoffmann  were  born  two  children:  Ferdi- 
nand, our  subject,  and  W.  F.,  now  represent- 

13 


ative  for  this  county  and  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter. John  Henry’s  second  wife,  who  was  a 
Mrs.  Klemann  before  she  became  Mrs.  Hoff- 
mann, bore  him  one  child — Thersa — who  is 
married  to  Frank  Kracht,  a farmer  and 
thresher.  Our  subject  is  a very  active  demo-- 
crat,  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  offices  from 
a sense  of  public  duty,  as  he  is  no  aspirant  for 
political  honors,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  for  nine  years.  He  has  been 
very  successful  as  an  agriculturist,  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  a useful  and  progressive  citizen, 
whose  good  name  stands  untarnished  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  so  long  lived  and 
whose  respect  and  esteem  for  him  are  made 
manifest  in  many  ways  and  with  unaffected 
sincerity.' 


EWIS  E.  HOLTZ,  as  the  name  indi- 
cates, is  of  German  descent  Mr. 
Holtz  traces  his  family  history  back 
to  his  great-grandfather,  George 
Holtz,  who,  it  appears,  left  Germany  about 
the  mindle  of  the  last  century,  immigrating  to 
the  United  States  and  settling  in  Maryland,  a 
short  distance  from  Fredericktown.  Jacob 
Holtz,  son  of  the  aforesaid  George,  and  grand- 
father of  Lewis  E.,  was  born  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, 'and  served  five  years  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  as  lieutenant  of  a company  re- 
cruited in  Fredericktown  and  vicinity.  He 
became  a large  land-owner,  a successful  farm- 
er, and  for  a number  of  years  was  one  of  the 
solid  men  of  Frederick  count)'.  He  married 
in  his  native  state  and  became  the  head  of  a 
family  of  six  children — Barbara,  married  to 
John  Wolf;  Elizabeth,  married  to  William 
Crager;  Catherine,  wife  of  Jacob  tinner; 
Jacob,  John  and  Nicholas  Holt/ 

Jacob  Holtz,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  grew  to  manhood  in  Mary- 
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land,  and  there  married  Susan  N.  Fiega, 
a native  of  the  same  state.  He  moved  to 
Ohio  in  1834  and  located  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  where  he 
purchased  a tract  of  830  acres  of  wild 
land,  a large  portion  of  which  he  cleared, 
improving  a farm  of  over  200  acres,  which, 
with  other  valuable  real  estate,  he  subse- 
quently divided  among  his  children,  of  whom 
there  were  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Jacob 
Holtz  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  successful 
business  man.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  German  Reform  church,  to  which  he  con- 
tributed liberally,  and  he  also  made  large  do- 
nations to  Heidelberg  college,  in  the  main 
building  of  which  there  is  a memorial  window 
to  his  memory.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence 
far  above  the  average,  and  he  exerted  great 
influence  in  the  community  where  he  lived. 
The  wife  of  Jacob  Holtz  died  in  May,  1870,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two;  her  mother  lived  to  be 
102  years  old.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  children  of  Susan  and  Jacob  Holtz: 
William,  a successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
died  in  the  prime  of  life,  aged  forty-eight; 
Jacob  P.,  deceased;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Den- 
nis F.  Cramer;  .George,  deceased;  Lewis  E., 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Charlotte,  deceased 
wife  of  Frederick  A.  Baker;  Susan,  died  in 
early  childhood,  and  Dennis  resides  on  the 
home  farm  in  Seneca  county. 

Lewis  E.  Holtz  was  born  in  Frederick 
county,  Md.,  seven  miles  north  of  Frederick- 
town,  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1821.  His 
youth  was  spent  on  a farm  and  his  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  district  and  select 
schools,  his  progress  in  his  studies  having 
been  very  satisfactory,  especially  in  math- 
ematics, for  which  he  early  manifested  a 
decided  preference.  When  a mere  lad,  he 
began  the  study  of  civil  engineering  with 
Ins  brother-in-law,  Dennis  F.  Cramer,  and 
completed  a course  in  the  same  at  a se- 


lect school,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  taught  by  Prof. 
James  Evers.  Until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Holtz  made  his  home  with  his  parents,  but 
was  engaged  in  his  profession  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  in  the  meantime.  He  followed 
civil  engineering  until  1858,  at  which  time  he 
was  appointed  treasurer  of  Seneca  county,  to 
complete  an  unexpired  term,  and  during  1855 
he  served  as  deputy  county  surveyor,  under 
Marcus  Schuyler.  In  1863,  Mr.  Holtz  removed 
to  Ottawa,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  hard-ware  trade,  establishing  a 
small  foundry  at  the  same  time,  and  was  thus 
engaged  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  resumed  surveying,  to  which  he  had  since 
given  the  greater  part  of  his  attention.  He 
served  as  county  surveyor  of  Putnam  from  1869 
to  1875,  and  during  that  period  did  a vast 
amount  of  professional  work,  not  only  in  his 
own,  but  in  adjacent  counties  as  well.  Owing 
to  some  litigation  growing  out  of  a difficulty 
with  Putnam  county,  relative  to  the  surveying 
of  a ditch  for  which  he  was  refused  payment 
for  services,  Mr.  Holtz  began  examining  the 
ditch  laws  of  the  state  and  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  a special  act  by  the  legisla- 
ture compelling  payment  for  the  same;  while 
looking  up  this  matter  he  became  interested  in 
the  study  of  law  and  it  led  him  finally  to  be 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  began  the  practice 
of  the  legal  profession,  but  continued  thereat 
for  only  a short  time,  having  been  compelled, 
by  reason  of  defective  hearing,  to  abandon  the 
same  and  turn  his  attention  to  his  original  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Holtz  was  one  of  the  chief  oro- 
moters  in  securing  the  removal  of  the  county 
seat  from  Kalida  to  Ottawa,  and  it  was  he  who 
established  the  grades  for  the  first  public 
ditches  of  Putnam  county.  He  also  wa-  un- 
tiring in  his  efforts  to  secure  a system  of  turn- 
pikes for  the  county,  and  he  superintended  the 
construction  of  the  first  road  of  the  kind 
through  Putnam.  He  also  introduced  tile 
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drainage  in  various  sections  of  the  country,  and 
has  always  taken  a very  great  interest  in  all 
improvements.  Mr.  Holtz  has  been  successful 
financially,  having  accumulated  a comfortable 
competency,  including  300  acres  of  valuable 
land,  besides  other  real  estate  and  good  per- 
sonal property.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
largely  interested  in  the  propagation  of  small 
fruits  and  is  an  authority  on  matters  pertaining 
to  horticulture. 

Mr.  Holtz  was  married  March  7,  1849,  to 
Miss  Anna  E.  Umstead,  daughter  of  Eli  and 
Catherine  (Kinzer)  Umstead.  Mrs.  Holtz  was 
born  in  Fredericktown,  Md.,  December  21, 
1826,  and  in  1830  was  taken  by  her  parents  to 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  her  mother’s 
death  occurred  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven.  The  father  afterward  moved  to  Put- 
nam county,  where  he  died  May  25,  1881, 

aged  eighty-one  years.  Eli  and  Catherine 
Umstead  had  a family  of  three  children — Ann 
E.,  Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  John  H. 
Nighswanger,  and  John  E.,  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holtz  are  the  parents  of  four  children 
— Hannah  C.,  born  January  6,  1850,  died 

August  21,  1855;  Amity  A.,  widow  of  John  C. 
Allen;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Edwin  D.  Cox,  super- 
intendent of  public  schools  of  Xenia,  Ohio, 
and  Laura  E.,  wife  of  Walter  S.  Day,  of  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  Mr.  Holtz  has  had  five  grand- 
children, only  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mrs.  Allen  had  one  child,  Zella  A.,  who  was 
born  May  12,  1867,  and  died  November  19, 
1869.  Mrs.  Cox  has  had  four  children — Mary 
Edna,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months;  Lewis 
Clark,  born  September  24,  1882;  Miriam,  born 
October  11,  1886,  and  died  January  26,  1887, 
and  Zella,  whose  birth  occurred  February  1, 
1 889. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  at  once  appear 
that  the  life  of  Mr.  Holtz  has  been  one  of 
great  activity  and  usefulness.  He  served  as 
member  of  the  city  council  for  a number  of 


years,  and  was  instrumental,  while  a member 
of  that  body,  in  promoting  much  important 
municipal  legislation.  He  also  served  for  some 
time  as  a member  of  the  city  school  board. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
northwestern  Ohio  and  enjoys  in  a marked  de- 
gree, the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 


ON.  WILLIAM  F.  HOFFMAN,  of 
Ottawa  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a native  of  Glandorf,  King- 
dom of  Hanover,  in  the  German  Em- 
pire, born  February  2,  1835,  a son  of  John 
Henry  and  Anna  Katherine  (Papenbrock)  Hoff- 
man, natives  of  the  same  place.  August  8, 

1 8 3 5 , John  Henry  Hoffman,  with  his  wife  and 
two  only  children  sailed  for  America,  landed  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  thence  came  by  wagon 
and  afoot  to  Putnam  county  and  located  on 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  section  No.  20,  Ottawa 
township,  hewed  out  a farm  from  the  woods, 
and  purchased  forty  additional  acres  in  Greens- 
burg  township.  Mr.  Hoffman  served  as  a 
soldier  for  six  years  in  the  old  country,  and 
during  our  war  with  Mexico,  in  1846-47,  en- 
listed in  an  American  volunteer  regiment,  but 
did  not  see  active  service.  His  wife  died  in 
1851,  at  the -age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  he 
himself  passed  away  November  8,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  children  only — Ferdinand,  a 
farmer  of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county, 
and  our  subject,  William  F. 

William  Hoffman  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
1 and  at  the  Teachers’  institution,  Cincinnati, 
attending  the  latter  after  he  had  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade  a few  years.  At  the  age 
! of  twenty-nine  he  began  teaching,  a vocation 
I he  followed  thirty  years,  fourteen  of  which 
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were  passed  in  one  school,  retiring  from  the 
profession  in  1892.  During  this  period  he  was 
elected  county  school  examiner  and  served  ten 
years,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  nine  years, 
filled  several  other  local  offices,  and  for  ten 
years  was  also  in  mercantile  business  in  Glan- 
dorf.  In  politics  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a democrat, 
and  in  1893  was  elected  to  the  Seventy-first 
Ohio  general  assembly,  which  office  he  filled 
with  consummate  ability  and  was  re-elected  in 
November,  1895.  He  served  on  the  commit- 
tee on  printing  and  insurance.  He  is  active 
in  his  support  of  his  party  and  has  served  it  as 
delegate  to  several  conventions,  county  and 
state.  He  owns  and  cultivates  a farm  of 
ninety  acres,  and  has  also  purchased  farms  of 
eighty  acres  each  for  two  of  his  sons. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hoffman  was  solemn- 
ized November  8,  1853,  with  Miss  Clara 
Schroeder,  who  was  born  in  Hanover  in  1834, 
a daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Anna  Maria 
(Tramej  Shroeder,  who  settled  in  Glandorf, 
Ohio,  in  1834.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoffman  has  been  blessed  with  the  following 
children;  Mary,  born  August  29,  1856,  wife  of 
Xavier  Wurth,  of  Monterey  township  and  mar- 
ried in  May,  1875;  Wilhelm,  born  June  20, 
1858,  and  married  August  11,  1880,  to  Ver- 
onica Haelker,  a fine  scholar  and  musician,  a 
graduate  of  St.  Francis  college,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  and  a teacher  of  Glandorf,  Ohio;  Ther- 
esa, born  November  8,  1862,  and  married 
August  27,  1885,  to  Henry  Kemper,  a com- 

positor, of  Glandorf;  Frank,  born  March  12, 
1865,  a,  farmer  of  Union  township,  and  mar- 
ried November  1 1,  1891,  to  Annie  Reckfelder; 
Henry,  born  December  8,  1868,  a farmer 

of  Jackson  township,  and  married  June  12, 
1895,  to  Lizzie  Hertzog;  Anna,  born  April, 
12,  1870,  and  married  August  19,  1890,  to 
Joseph  Thome,  a hardware  merchant,  of 
( ilandorf ; and  Charles,  born  October  12,1  872, 
and  now  at  home.  The  family  are  communi- 


cants at  St.  John’s  Catholic  church  at  Glandorf, 
and  are  members  of  the  best  society  adorning 
Ottawa  and  the  surrounding  townships. 


ACOB  F.  HQLLABAUGH  is  a man 
well  known  in  Putnam  county.  Sev- 
eral generations  of  the  family  have 
lived  in  this  county,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  enterprising  young  farmers  of  Monroe 
township.  He  is  of  German  descent,  and  in- 
herits many  of  the  characteristics  of  that 
sturdy  and  thrifty  race  of  people. 

George  Hollabaugh,  father  of  Jacob  F., 
was  born  in  Perry  county,  Pa.,  August  22, 
1826,  and  in  his  early  youth  received  a good 
common-school  education.  In  1855,  here- 
moved,  with  his  family,  to  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  he  having  previously  married,  in  beneca 
county,  Miss  Charlotte  Hoffer,  a native  of 
Perry  county,  and  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Hoffer.  Charlotte  Hoffer  was  born 
October  30,  1828,  and  when  five  years  of  age 
removed,  with  her  parents,  to  Seneca  county. 
To  George  and  Charlotte  Hollabaugh  there 
were  born  the  following  children:  Mary  A., 

wife  of  Daniel  Swihart;  Amanda  E.,  wife  of 
Samuel  Buttermore;  Jacob  F.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Louisa,  wife  of  William  McCon- 
nell; Matilda;  Emma,  wife  of  John  Faber,  and 
George.  Soon  after  their  marriage  George 
and  Charlotte  Hollabaugh  removed  to  Putnam 
county  and  purchased  forty  acres  ol  land  in 
Liberty  township,  which  was  then  entirely 
covered  with  the  prime\al  forest,  the  country 
being  comparatively  new  and  undeveloped. 
With  the  true  pioneer  spirit  they  set  to  work 
to  make  for  themselves  and  their  children  a 
comfortable  home.  In  their  efforts  they  were 
successful,  and  they  lived  upon  this  faun  until 
the  father’s  death.  Both  were  highly  re- 
spected citizens  and  earnest  Christian  people, 
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the  father  being  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  and  the  mother  of  the  Luth- 
eran. The  father  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the 
Union  in  1862,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  November  6,  1862.  Mrs.  Hollabaugh 
afterward  Joseph  Faber,  and  is  now  living  at 
Leipsic,  Putnam  county. 

Jacob  Hoffer,  father  of  Charlotte  Hoffer, 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1790, 
came  to  the  United  States  about  1830,  marry- 
ing, in  the  same  year  Elizabeth  Brubaker. 
Joseph  Faber,  second  husband  of  Charlotte 
Hoffer,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
October  31,  1830,  came  to  the  United  States 
June  6,  1853,  to  Putnam  county  in  1855,  and 
married  Charlotte  Hollabaugh,  July  1 1 , 1872. 

Jacob  F.  Hollabaugh,  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, was  born  in  Seneca  count)',  Ohio, 
August  30,  1854,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  country  schools.  His  vocation  in  life  has 
been  that  of  farming,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years,  during  which  he  owned  and  oper- 
ated a tile  factory.  March  26,  1876,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Alvira  Pendleton,  who  was  born  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  February  24,  1857, 
and  who  is  a daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mary 
(Kring)  Pendleton.  John  B.  Pendleton  was 
born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  February  19, 
1 8 3 2 , was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  served 
in  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  died  in  hospital  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  his  service.  Mary  Pendleton, 
nee  Kring,  was  born  July  15,  1837.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  John  B.  and  Mary  Pendleton 
as  follows:  Alvira,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Henrietta,  born  February  19,  1859, 
deceased;  Eva,  born  February  25,  1861,  wife 
of  Charles  Myers;  Lydia,  born  February  13, 
1863,  wife  of  M.  Kellum.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Pendleton,  Mrs.  Pendleton  married 
Thomas  Sigler,  who  was  born  in  Mifflin 


county,  Pa.,  December  2,  1829.  James  G. 
Pendleton,  grandfather  of  John  B.  Pendleton, 
was  a navigator  by  occupation,  and  immigrated 
to  Ohio,  with  seven  children,  in  1820.  Of 
these  seven  children,  James  was  the  eldest, 
born  in  Maine  in  1802.  Henry  Kring,  born  in 
Germany,  married  Rachel  Markley,  a native 
of  Somerset  county,  Pa.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Peter  and  Polly  (Licta)  Markley.  Henry 
Kring  and  his  wife,  Rachel,  were  the  grand- 
parents of  Alvira  Hollabaugh,  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject. Her  great-grandparents,  on  her  father’s 
side,  were  John  Henry  Kring  and  Mary  Kring, 
nee  Kurtz,  both  of  Germany. 

Jacob  F.  Hollabaugh  and  his  family  lived 
at  Leipsic,  Ohio,  until  [889,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Monroe  township,  Putnam  county, 
and  settled  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  upon 
which  they  still  reside.  Mr.  Hollabaugh  also 
owns  seven  acres  of  land  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Leipsic.  Their  children,  in  order  of 
birth,  are  as  follows:  Marietta,  Maud  R. , 

Jacob  Guy,  May  C.,  George,  Ernest  A., 
Marchey  E.,  Margery  A.,  and  Hazel.  Through- 
out the  county,  in  which  the  subject  and  his 
wife  have  lived  so  long,  they  are  well  known 
and  highly  honored  for  their  many  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hollabaugh  is  a republican,  and  in  religious 
belief  he  affiiliates  with  the  Lutheran  church, 
to  which  denomination  he  lends  both  moral 
and  financial  aid. 


AMUEL  HOLT,  an  experienced  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Perry  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Boyer)  Holt,  and 
was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  March  31, 
1828.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  had  born  to  them  six  children,  as 
follows:  John  Emanuel,  of  Indiana;  Leah, 

deceased  wife  of  John  Good,  of  the  same  state; 
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Louisa,  deceased  wife  of  William  Bovard; 
Samuel,  our  subject;  Andrew,  deceased,  and 
Hiram,  a lawyer  of  Indianapolis.  Samuel 
Holt,  Sr,,  the  father  of  these  children,  died 
while  our  subject  was  still  a boy,  and  the  lat- 
ter was  taken  by  his  mother  to  Perry  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated 
in  Ohio  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  1852, 
when  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  July 
15,  1854.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  McClish, 
who  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1837,  a daughter  of  Silas  and  Nancy 
(Mellinger)  McClish,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  viz:  John,  of  this 

township;  Rinaldo,  on  the  home  place,  and 
David,  also  at  home.  Silas  McClish,  father  of 
Mrs.  Holt,  came  to  Putnam  county  with  his 
father,  who  came  as  an  Indian  agent  when  his 
nearest  neighbors  lived  forty  miles  away — Mrs. 
Holt  being  now  the  only  living  representative 
of  the  McClish  family.  After  the  death  of 
Silas  McClish  his  widow  married  a Mr.  Chap- 
man, and  has  been  three  times  married  since 
his  death. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Holt  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  was  then  deep  in  the 
woods,  but  which  has  since,  by  a great  ex- 
penditure of  hard  labor  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Holt,  been  all  cleared  up,  improved  in  the  most 
substantial  manner,  and  placed  in  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Holt’s  uncle,  Andrew, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  two  of 
Mrs.  Holt’s  brothers  served  in  the  late  Civil 
war — John,  in  either  the  Twenty- eighth  or 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and 
David,  in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  regiment. 
As  far  back  as  1852,  Mr.  Holt  took  command 
of  a canal  boat  and  ran  it  over  four  years,  do- 
ing a profitable  trade.  I11  politics  Mr.  Holt  is 
a republican,  served  as  township  trustee  several 
terms,  and  has  been  supervisor  and  school 
director.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the 


Methodist  church,  but  no  longer  affiliates  with 
that  religious  body;  yet  he  freely  contributes  to 
the  support  of  all  churches  and  to  all  public 
enterprises  of  merit.  He  is  thoroughly  up- 
right and  honorable  in  his  dealings,  has  been 
very  successful  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  is 
highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


aYRUS  HOLT,  the  well-known  farmer 
and  manufacturer  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  is  a son  of  Cyrus  and 
Hannah  (Webb)  Holt,  and  was  born 
in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  July  31,  1836.  The 
father,  Cyrus  Holt,  Sr.,  was  born  near  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  in  1802,  and  was  a son  of 
Charles  Holt,  a native  of  England,  who  for 
some  years  resided  in  the  Keystone  state,  and 
in  1807  came  to  Ohio  and  bought  a larm  in 
Harrison  county,  on  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  in  the  Quaker  faith.  Cyrus 
Holt,  Sr.,  was  educated  and  reared  to  farming 
in  Harrison  county  and  was  there  marrii  d to 
Hannah  Webb,  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  September,  1800,  and  a daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Hannah  Webb,  natives  of  Virginia  and  of 
Irish  descent,  and  early  settlers  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio.  To  Cyrus,  Sr. , and  Hannah  Holt 
were  born  four  children:  Elizabeth,  of  Dela- 
ware county,  Ohio;  Charles,  a farmer  of 
the  same  county;  Jacob  (twin  brother  of 
Charles),  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  Cyrus  whose  name  opens  this 
biography.  The  father,  after  marriage,  moved 
to  Franklin  county,  in  1850,  and  there  died  in 
1870,  the  mother  surviving  until  January.  1890 
— the  father  having  first  been  a Quaker  but 
later  a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  of 
which  he  was  a trustee  for  a number  of  years 
and  in  the  faith  of  which  lie  died. 

Cyrus  Holt,  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  to  farming,  and  in 
October,  1861,  came  to  Putnam  county,  here 
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marrying,  March  15,1 865,  Miss  Martha  Nichols, 
who  was  born  in  Union  township,  this 
county,  June  10,  1845,  a daughter  of  Edward 
and  Margaret  (Erwin)  Nichols,  the  union  re- 
sulting in  the  birth  of  five  children,  viz: 
Edward  S.,  farmer  of  Union  township;  Annie 
E.,  wife  of  }ohn  Sampsal,  Minnie  B. , a teacher 
of  Putnam  county,  Charles  F.,  and  Lula  M., 
at  home.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Holt,  Edward 
Nichols,  was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  in 
1823,  and  was  a son  of  Joseph  Nichols,  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  of  Irish  descent,  who 
settled  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  about  1836 
and  entered  240  acres  of  land.  Joseph  began 
life  for  himself  the  possessor  of  a simple  ax, 
and  with  this  erected  a tent  of  poles  and  bark, 
which  answered  his  purpose  until  he  built  a 
house  of  logs;  he  then  cleared  his  farm, 
became  quite  wealthy,  and  left  a good  farm 
to  each  of  his  children.  Edward  Nichols  was 
reared  in  Putnam  county,  married  Margaret 
Erwin,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Rebecca  Erwin, 
and  to  this  marriage  were  born  the  following 
children:  Martha,  the  eldest  and  wife  of  our 
subject;  Lucinda,  wife  of  James  Rimer,  car- 
penter of  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  Joseph,  of 
Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  J. 
C.  Best,  of  Union  township,  Putnam  county; 
Amos,  also  of  Union  township;  Hettie,  wife 
of  Edward  Martin,  of  the  same  township;  Jane, 
wife  of  James  Anderson,  of  Paulding  county, 
and  Hannah  wife  of  William  Sprat,  of  the 
same  county.  The  father  lived  on  the.  same 
farm  on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  and 
died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  his 
widow  surviving  him  until  October  2,  1893. 

Cyrus  Holt,  our  subjeci,  bought  his  present 
place  in  February,  1872,  and  has  made  it  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township,  and  since 
1882  has  made  the  manufacture  of  tiles  an 
accompaniment  of  his  fanning  operations.  I11 
politics  he  is  a republican  and  for  many  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 


of  which  his  children  are  also  members. 
Charles  Holt,  the  brother  of  our  subject, 
served  for  three  months  in  the  late  war,  and 
his  wife’s  grandfather,  Nichols,  was  a patriot 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Holt  is  one  of 
the  best  business  men  in  the  township  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  for  his  integrity  as  well  as 
for  his  liberality,  as  he  never  suffers  any  project 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large 
to  pass  by  without  his  material  aid. 


ALENTINE  HUFFMAN,  Jr.,  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Perry  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  Valen- 
tine and  Mary  (Wallett)  Huffman, 
and  was  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  July 
15,  1826.  Valentine,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  a son  of  Enoch  and  Barbara 
Huffman;  Enoch  was  a Lutheran  preacher,  an 
early  settler  of  Ohio,  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  died  about  1836.  Valentine  Huffman, 
Sr.,  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  about  1824 
married  Mary  Wallett,  a daughter  of  Philip 
and  Mary  (Henry)  Wallett,  the  union  result- 
ing in  the  birth  of  Valentine,  Jr.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Valentine,  Sr.,  died  in  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  in  1862,  and  his  widow, 
who  was  born  April  2,  1800,  died  at  the  home 
of  our  subject,  April  24,  1887,  having  lived 
under  his  filial  care  for  twenty-five  years. 

Valentine  Huffman,  Jr.,  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  working  for  himself.  For  five  years  he 
was  employed  by  a railroad  company,  and 
thus  became  self-dependent,  as  well  as  inde- 
pendent, as  he  saved  some  money.  August  3, 
1854,  he  married  Margaret  McClure,  who  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  May  21,  1836,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  (Watt)  McClure, 
of  Virginia.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Huffman 
farmed  in  Allen  county,  where  he  had  first 
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located  in  1 846,  remaining  there  ten  years, 
then  went  to  Van  Wert  county,  and  there  re- 
mained until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Putnam 
county  and  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which 
he  had  bought  and  paid  for  in  1870.  This 
farm  he  has  cleared  and  thoroughly  improved, 
and  built  his  present  handsome  dwelling  in 
1888.  He  has  reared  two  children — Lydia 
Wallett,  a niece,  who  is  now  married  to  John 
Holt,  of  Perry  township,  and  William  Alonzo 
Schaffer,  since  the  latter  was  fifteen  months 
old,  and  of  whom  he  is  still  taking  care. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (McClure)  Huffman  had 
seven  brothers,  of  whom  six  served  in  the  late 
Civil  war,  and  one  remained  a civilian,  and 
her  sisters  were  two  in  number,  the  names  of 
all  being  here  given:  John,  of  Paulding 

county,  served  in  the  Fourth  Ohio  cavalry; 
Samuel  and  Thomas,  now  deceased,  served  in 
the  same  regiment;  William,  of  Iowa,  remained 
at  home;  James  responded  to  the  first  call  to 
arms;  Moses,  also  of  the  First  cavalry,  was 
wounded  three  times  and  is  now  in  the  Sol- 
diers' Home,  at  Dayton;  Nathaniel,  also  of 
the  Fourth  cavalry,  resides  at  Lima,  Ohio. 
Oi  the  sisters,  Sarah  died  in  infancy  and  Mary 
is  the  widow  of  Theodore  Thatcher,  of  Van 
Wert. 

Mr.  Huffman  is  a democrat  in  politics  and 
has  held  several  local  offices;  he  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
has  held  the  office  of  trustee  for  years,  and  has 
filled  other  responsible  positions  in  the  church. 
His  health  for  several  years  past  has  been  in- 
different, and,  as  he  can  well  afford  it,  he  has 
relinquished  the  active  duties  of  the  farm  and 
is  now  living  in  quiet  retirement.  He  is  a 
broad-minded,  liberal  and  public-spirited  cit- 
izen, and  is  highly  respected  in  consequence. 
Mrs.  Huffman  has  been  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church  since  her  fifteenth 
year,  and  shares  with  her  husband  the  esteem 
of  all  her  neighbors. 


HOMAS  W.  HUGHES,  a practical 
young  farmer  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Mahoning  county,  December  9, 
1 86 1 . His  parents,  Richard  and  Mary  (Will- 
iams) Hughes,  were  natives  of  the  southern 
part  of  Wales,  in  1838  came  to  the  United 
States  with  two  children,  and  located  in  Ma- 
honing county,  where  the  father  followed  min- 
ing for  David  Tod  until  1855,  when  he  came 
to  Putnam  county  and  bought  the  farm  of  160 
acres,  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  of  which 
about  twenty-five  acres  were  cleared  and  im- 
proved with  a comfortable  log  house.  Mr. 
Hughes  was  the  third  owner  of  the  land,  which 
had  been  originally  deed  by  the  United  States 
government  in  1837,  and  the  deed  signed  by 
President  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  was  greatly 
given  to  the . rearing  of  horses  and  sheep,  at 
the  same  time  being  an  excellent  agricultu-ist, 
and  gradually  increased  his  possessions  to  about 
560  acres,  of  which  350  acres  he  had  under 
cultivation.  The  birth  of  Richard  Hughes 
took  place  April  15,  1813,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred July  27,  1894.  His  wife,  who  died 

September  24,  1876,  was  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  Daniel,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Elizabeth,  who  was  born  April  19, 
1835,  and  was  married  to  Thomas  Reese; 
David  R.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war; 
Winnifred,  who  is  married  to  William  Wat- 
kins; Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Comer  R.,  who  died  in  the  army,  May  20, 
1864;  John  W.,  also  a soldier,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1866;  James,  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship; Thomas  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  J.,  who  is  married  to  Joseph  Williams 
and  lives  at  Youngstown;  David,  who  died 
young,  and  Martha  A.,  married  to  Charles  Mc- 
Clure, a school-teacher. 

Thomas  W.  Hughes,  who  owns  160  acres 
of  the  old  homestead,  has  given  his  exclusive 
attention  to  agriculture,  with  the  exception  of 
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that  devoted  to  the  rearing  of  the  necessary 
stock  for  home  use,  has  become  quite  well-to- 
do,  and,  it  may  be  said,  independent.  March 
1 6,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Jane  M.  Pugh,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Hugh  Pugh,  a native  of 
Wales  and  a minister  of  the  Calvinistic  Metho- 
dist church,  who  came  to  America  with  his 
two  children  in  1850,  located  first  in  Mahon- 
ing county,  Ohio,  then  moved  to  Van  Wert 
county,  and  finally  settled  in  Putnam  county, 
where  he  died  in  1879,  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Owen  O.,  of  Van  Wert  county; 
David  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  Hugh,  who  died  in  infancy;  Margaret 
C-.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  jane 
M.,  now  Mrs.  Hughes,  and  John  E.,  farming 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  the  mother  still 
lives  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  named  Mary  C.,  who  was 
born  October  24,  1884,  and  Martha  A.,  born 
March  4,  1887.  The  parents  are  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  are 
among  the  most  respected  residents  of  Sugar 
Creek  township. 


DAM  HUMMON,  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  sagacious  farmers  of 
Liberty  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Riley  township, 
same  county,  July  31,  1839,  a son  °f  John  and 
Mary  (Wyninger)  Humrnon,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  were  married  in  Wyandot  county, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Putnam  county  in  1837. 
Here,  John  Hummon,  the  father,  entered  land 
in  Riley  township,  developed  from  the  wilder- 
ness a model  farm,  and  on  this  homestead 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  March 
6,  1878,  his  widow  surviving  him  until  1882. 
Mr.  Hummon  was  in  religion  a devout  Luth- 
eran, while  his  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  In  politics  he  was  always 


a democrat,  and  from  a sense  of  duty  as  a 
good  citizen  consented  to  fill  some  of  the 
minor  township  offices.  He  was  the  owner  of 
extensive  tracts  of  land — his  homestead  alone 
comprising  320  acres — and,  in  other  parts  of 
the  county  he  owned  several  large  farms,  im- 
proved and  unimproved.  He  made  a speciality 
of  handling  stock,  bought  and  fattened  cattle 
and  hogs  for  market,  and  was  very  successful. 
He  was  a prominent  personage  in  his  com- 
munity and  very  liberal  in  assisting  new  comers, 
buying  for  cash  all  their  surplus  stock  and  loan- 
ing them  money  at  no  higher  rate  than  six  per 
cent,  per  annum.  At  times,  in  the  early  days, 
settlers  who  ran  short  of  provisions  would  raid 
his  smokehouse;  on  such  occasions  he  would 
trace  out  the  pilferers,  go  to  them  and  inform 
them  that  when  they  ran  short  of  food  to  come 
to  him  and  they  should  have  it.  but  he  never 
prosecuted  one  of  the  culprits.  Peter  Hum- 
mon, the  father  of  John,  and  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  came  from  Germany  and  first 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  a tory 
during  the  war  of  1812;  he  later  came  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  Wyandot  county,  where  he  ran 
a distillery  and  .farmed  for  many  years,  and 
there  lost  his  wife;  a few  years  later  he  came 
to  Putnam  county  and  passed  his  declining 
years  with  his  son  John.  To  John  Hummon 
and  wife  were  born  the  following  children: 
Levi,  a prominent  farmer  of  Van  Buren  town- 
ship;. Adam,  our  subject;  Minerva  A.,  wife  of 
J.  Miller  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  George  a farmer 
of  Hancock  county;  David,  farmer  of  Riley 
township,  Putnam  county,  occupying  a portion 
of  the  old  homestead;  Clara,  wife  of  James 
France,  of  Hancock  county;  Simon  P.,  farmer 
and  stock  man  of  Riley  township,  and  Ada  V., 
deceased  wife  of  William  P.  Harris. 

Adam  Hummon,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  the 
hard  pioneer  labor  of  clearing  land  and  I arm- 
ing. The  foundation  of  his  education  was  laid 
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in  the  common  schools  and  this  was  supple- 
mented by  attendance  at  a union  school  in 
Findlay.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
taught  a term  of  school  in  Indiana  and  after- 
ward taught  several  terms  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio.  Before  he  had  reached  his  majority  he 
began' his  business  career  by  fattening  cattle, 
and  followed  this  calling  for  a number  of  years. 
He  made  his  father’s  house  his  home  until 
twenty-six  years  old,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865 
married  Miss  Narcissa  Guthrie,  who  was  reared 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Ben- 
ham  Guthrie,  who  died  when  his  daughter  was 
still  small.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children,  viz:  Truman  F.,  born  in  August, 

1872,  and  now  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Leipsic;  Howard  C.,  born  in  1874,  a farmer 
in  Liberty  township,  and  John  E.,born  in  1877, 
and  now  attending  school  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

After  marrying,  Mr.  Hummon  came  to 
Liberty  township,  Putnam  county,  in  1866, 
and  bought  forty  acres  of  his  present  farm, 
mostly  in  the  forest,  and  began  clearing  and 
increasing  his  possessions  until,  after  present- 
ing his  son  with  eighty  acres,  he  has  an  estate 
of  320  acres,  of  which  120  acres  are  cleared, 
ditched  and  tiled,  the  labor  having  chiefly  been 
done  by  himself.  All  of  this  tract  is  now  un- 
der a superb  state  of  cultivation  and  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  farm  of  its  size  in  the 
county.  He  continues  the  business  of  cattle 
feeding  and  has  also  handled  sheep,  having 
been  very  successful  in  all  his  operations  in  this 
line.  General  farming  has  never  been  neg- 
lected, but  this  is  done  more  for  the  supply  of 
home  wants  than  for  marketing  purposes. 

Having  lost  his  first  wife  in  May,  1881,  Mr. 
Hummon  selected  for  his  second  helpmate  Miss 
Alice  L.  Myers,  whom  he  married  March  23, 
1882.  This  lady  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  December  18,  1859,  a daughter  of  J.  C. 
and  Nancy  (Hufford)  Myers,  who  are  of  Penn- 
sylvania-German descent,  and  at  present  reside 


in  Wood  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Myers  was  for- 
merly a carpenter,  but  is  now  a prominent 
farmer  and  the  father  of  eight  children,  viz: 
Charles  W. , Jacob  M.,  Alice  L.,  Emma  E., 
Laura  D.,  Mina  M.  and  two  who  died  young. 
To  this  second  union  of  Mr.  Hummon  have 
been  born  four  children  in  the  following  order : 
Simon  P.,  December  ir,  1882;  Sarah  E.,  De- 
cember 6,  1886;  MaryE.,  December  28,  1890, 
and  Clarence  A.,  April  12,  1892.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hummon  are  consistent  members  of 
the  English  Lutheran  church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hummon  has  always  been  a democrat,  and 
has  been  elected  by  his  party  to  fill  many  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  township  treas- 
urer for  two  terms,  and  also  that  of  township 
trustee,  and  on  one  occasion  his  name  was 
placed  before  the  county  convention  as  a can- 
didate for  county  treasurer,  but  he  failed  in 
receiving  the  nomination.  Mr.  Hummon,  how- 
ever, is  very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his 
township,  is  popular  with  all  classes,  and  is 
much  esteemed  for  his  straightforward  conduct 
and  public  spirit.  He  is  imbued  with  sound 
with  sound  business  principles,  which  is  made 
manifest  in  all  his  transactions,  both  public 
and  private.  He  is  a gentleman  whose  good 
intentions  have  never  been  impugned  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  re- 
liable citizens  of  Liberty  township. 


AVID  HUMMON,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  farmers  of  Riley  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
on  the  farm  he  still  occupies,  July  1, 
1849,  ar*d  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Wyninger)  Hummon.  John  Hummon  was 
born  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  in  1815,  was 
married  in  1837,  and  a short  time  after  this 
last  event  came  to  Putnam  county  and  entered 
a farm  of  160  acres,  became  prosperous  in  all 
respects,  and  at  his  death  was  the  owner  of 
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fully  1,100  acres.  He  was  a devoted  and 
zealous  democrat,  but  refused  every  proffer  of 
office  and  was  loyal  to  the  Union,  doing  much 
towards  raising  soldiers  for  the  Federal  army. 
He  was  a son  Simon  Peter  Hummon,  a native 
of  Holland,  who,  on  coming  to  America,  first 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  married  Mary  Kerns, 
came  to  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
wife  died.  Simon  Peter  then  came  to  Putnam 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  with  his  son 
John  the  remainder  of  his  days.  To  John  and 
Mary  A.  Hummon  were  born  ten  children,  two 
of  whom  died  young,  and  the  eight  who  grew 
to  maturity  were  born  and  named  as  follows: 
Levi,  December  31,  1837;  Adam,  July  31, 
1839;  George,  January  24,  1845;  Minerva, 

July  7,  1847;  David,  our  subject;  Simon  P., 
June  8,  1851;  Clara  E.,  February  15,  1855; 
Ada,  August  14,  1859,  died  in  1888.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  called  to  his  grave 
March  6,  1878,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Luth- 
eran church;  his  wife  was  called  to  rest  Sep- 
tember 29,  1881,  and  died  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  church. 

David  Hummon,  subject  of  this  sketch,  as- 
sisted in  clearing  from  the  forest  the  farm  on 
which  he  was  born,  and  this  has  ever  been  his 
home.  In  February,  1875,  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Wilkins,  who  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  December  26,  1851,  a daughter 
of  Albert  and  Harriet  (Allison)  Wilkins,  na- 
tives of  the  Buckeye  state,  who  settled  in  Put- 
nam county  in  1856;  here  the  father  died  in 
1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  his  widow 
following  him  to  the  grave  in  December,  1893, 
also  at  the  age  of  seventy,  both  zealous  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  To 
the  happy  union  of  Mr.  Hummon  and  wife 
have  been  born  ten  children,  of  whom  three 
are  deceased ; the  survivors  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Evert  J.,  March  19,  1876;  Bertha,  No- 
vember 27,  1879;  Charles  A.,  August  21, 

1881;  Maud  V.,  March  11,  1883;  Maroa,  Feb- 


ruary 14,  1889;  Glenn  L.,  February  14,  1891; 
and  Grover  C.,  May  8,  1893.  Mrs.  Hummon 
is  a devoted  member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church,  and  fraternally  Mr.  Hummon  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias.  In  politics  Mr.  Hummon 
is  a warm  advocate  of  democracy;  he  also 
takes  a lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  al- 
though he  has  served  as  township  trustee  for 
five  years  and  filled  several  minor  offices,  he 
has  by  no  means  been  an  office  seeker.  Mr. 
Hummon  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
skillful  agriculturists  of  the  township  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent.  He  has  increased 
his  acreage  from  his  original  eighty,  iuherited 
from  his  father,  to  201,  forty  of  which  belong 
to  Mrs.  Hummon,  and  most  of  which  he  has 
helped  to  clear,  and  1 50  of  which  he  has  un- 
der cultivation.  The  land  is  well  drained  and 
fenced,  and  he  has  a good  substantial  dwell- 
ing, commodious  barn  and  a fine  orchard.  His 
standing  in  the  township  is  with  the  best  so- 
ciely  it  affords,  and  he  and  family  are  alike 
honored  by  the  entire  community. 


IMON  P.  HUMMON,  a prominent 
farmer  and  stockman  of  Riley  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  this  township  June  8,  1851,  and  is 
the  youngest  son  of  the  ten  children  born  to 
John  and  Mary  A.  (Wyninger)  Hummon,  both 
of  German  descent,  who  came  from  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  to  Putnam  county  in  1 846.  Here 
the  father  entered  and  cleared  up  a farm  from 
the  wilderness,  on  which  he  died  in  1878,  his 
wife  surviving  until  September  29,  1881,  when 
she,  two,  was  called  away,  dying  a member  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  church.  John  Hum- 
mon was  a progressive  farmer  and  left  a hand- 
some estate  to  each  his  children. 

Simon  P.  Hummon  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  and  received  a good  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  remained  with  his 
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parents  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then 
settled  on  his  farm  of  eighty  acres,  inherited 
from  his  father,  and  to  which  he  has  since 
added,  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  199  acres, 
of  which  165  acres  are  under  a fine  state  of 
cultivation,  it  having  been  cleared  to  the  ex- 
tent of  sixty-five  acres  when  Mr.  Hummon 
took  possession.  He  has,  however,  made  all 
the  improvements— having  erected  a comfort- 
able modern  dwelling  and  substantial  barn, 
with  suitable  out-buildings,  and  having  ditched 
and  tile-drained  his  fields,  making  the  place 
■one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  township.  Agri- 
culture has  been  his  chief  pursuit,  but  for  ten 
years  he  has  been  raising  and  shipping  stock. 
He  has  been  very  industrious,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  eighty  acres  inherited  from  his 
father,  and  sixty  which  belong  to  his  wife,  he 
has  realized  all  his  property  through  his  own 
exertions. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hummon  took  place 
December  24,  1876,  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Harris, 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Doherty) 
Harris,  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  but  who,  in 
1848,  removed  to  Hancock  county,  adjacent 
to  the  Putnam  count}' line,  their  children  being 
four  in  number,  viz:  Barrett,  a farmer;  Au- 

gusta, who  died  at  the  age  of  ten;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  subject,  and  George.  Mrs.  Hummon 
was  born  August  25,  1856,  and  to  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Silva, 
born  September  30,  1877;  Lloyd,  October  19, 
1879;  Wilber,  January  26,  1882;  Jesse,  No- 
vember 10,  1885;  Mistel,  March  12,  1887,  and 
Lizzie,  August  13,  1890.  Mrs.  Hummon  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Hummon  is  a democrat,  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  township  assessor  two  terms  as  a mat- 
ter of  public  duty,  and  not  as  a matter  of  am- 
bition, and  not  for  the  sake  of  emolument.  In 
social  relations  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummon  move 


in  the  best  circles  of  Riley  township  and  enjoy 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact. 


ALTER  HUYSMAN,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers 
and  respected  citizens  of  Monterey 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  He 
was  a son  of  Henry  and  Nettie  (Kortier)  Huys- 
man,  was  born  in  Holland  July  26,  1840,  and 
was  about  eight  years  of  age  when  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents.  Here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
was  trained  to  farming,  and  shortly  after  reach- 
ing his  majority  patriotically  volunteered  in 
defense  of  the  flag  under  which  he  had  passed 
the  years  of  his  adolescence,  being  enrolled 
August  21,  1862,  in  Capt.  Fink’s  company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  for  three  years,  serving  gallantly  and 
experiencing  all  the  hardships  of  war  until  his 
discharge,  with  an  honorable  certificate  of  duty 
well  performed,  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  After  his 
return  from  the  sanguinary  struggle  he  mar- 
ried, October  4,  1868,  Miss  Henrietta  Bloch- 
berger,  who  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
January  21,  1849,  a daughter  of  Christian  and 
Dena  (Bookman)  Blochberger.  Christian  Bloch- 
berger  was  a native  of  Saxony  and  was  born  in 
October,  1818.  In  1 852  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Jackson  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  buying  forty  acres  of  land 
in  the  primitive  forest,  which  he  increased  by 
arduous  industry  to  235  acres.  He  reared  a 
respectable  family  of  seven  children,  who  were 
named  as  follows:  Bernard,  Augusta,  Henri- 

etta, Caroline,  Susannah,  Henry  and  Richie, 
of  whom  the  four  older  were  born  m Germany 
and  the  younger  three  in  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-two  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
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Huysman  settled  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Monterey  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
here  they  had  born  to  them  an  interesting  fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  named  Dena,  Nellie,  Car- 
oline, Henry,  Ida,  Walter,  William  and  Nora. 
Miss  Callie  (Caroline)  Huysman,  third  born  of 
this  family,  is  a very  bright  and  intellectual 
young  lady  and  a graduate  of  the  high  school 
of  Delphos,  Ohio.  She  has  taught  a year  in 
Van  Wert  county,  one  year  in  the  district 
schools  of  Allen  and  Putnam  counties,  and  two 
years  in  the  graded  schools  of  Lima,  in  every 
instance  showing  a superior  ability.  In  relig- 
ion the  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Reform  faith,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Huysman  was 
a republican,  under  the  auspices  of  which  party 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  election  board 
of  Ottoville.  He  was  a man  of  undoubted 
integrity,  and  died,  in  the  prime  of  life,  Janu- 
ary 21,  1 892 , leaving  an  untarnished  name. 
His  widow,  with  most  excellent  judgment  and 
ability,  has  acted  as  administratrix. 

Henry  Huysman,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America,  was  born  in  Holland  October  1 1, 
1811,  and  was  reared  a miller  in  one  of  the 
old-fashioned  wind-mills  for  which  his  native 
land  is  so  famous.  He  married  Peternella 
Fortier,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Wilhelmina,  who  died  at 

the  age  of  twenty  years;  Mary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-four;  Aaron ; Walter,  our  subject; 
Henry,  who  died  on  the  ocean  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  These  five  were  born  in  Holland, 
and  the  remaining  four. were  brought  to  life  in 
America  and  were  named  as  follows:  Peter- 

nella, Henrich,  Cornelius  and  Henry  K.  The 
father  lived  to  be  eighty-two  years  old,  and 
died  on  his  farm. 

Aaron  Huysman  became  a farmer  and  was 
a soldier  m the  late  Civil  war,  serving  with  his 
elder  brother,  Walter,  in  company  F,  One 
1 lundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  inlan 
try.  Aaron  was  born  in  Holland,  December 


15,  1839,  and  was  nine  years  of  age  wheni 
brought  to  America.  He  was  twenty-one  years 
old  when  he  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the 
first  log  school-house  ever  put  up  in  Monterey 
township,  and  in  this  he  afterward  acquired 
his  limited  education — attending  one  month. 
In  this  old  school-house  he  enlisted  for  three 
years  under  Capt.  Rend,  and  was  discharged 
at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  June  24,  1865,  on  account 
of  the  closing  of  the  war,  having  served  in  the 
engineer  corps  from  July  4,  1863,  working  on 
fortifications,  building  pontoon  bridges  and 
taking  part  in  the  famous  Atlanta  campaign. 
In  the  course  of  duty  he  assisted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  fortifications  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
and  was  in  the  siege  of  that  city  twenty-one 
days.  He  was  ruptured,  while  driving  a team 
of  six  mules,  by  being  thrown  down  an  em- 
bankment sixty-five  feet  high,  and  was  con- 
fined for  five  weeks  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
hospital,  which  he  left  of  his  own  accord  and 
rejoined  his  corps,  in  which  he  thenceforward 
served  until  his  discharge,  being  sick,  alto- 
together,  nine  months,  and  having  a horse 
furnished  him  to  ride  on.  On  his  return  home 
he  at  once  resumed  farming,  cutting  wheat  the 
afternoon  of  his  arrival,  while  his  brother 
Walter,  who  had  returned  with  him,  bound 
the  grain. 

October  31,  1867,  Aaron  Huysman  was 
first  united  in  matrimony,  in  Monterey  town- 
ship, with  Miss  Grietge  Osenga.  The  father 
of  this  lady,  William  Osenga,  was  of  Holland 
birth,  was  a carpenter  and  sailor,  and  settled 
in  Fort  Jennings  in  1847.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  children — Frockie,  Francis,  Lu  and 
Grietge.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  Aaron 
Huysman  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  a 
member  of  the  German  Reform  church.  To 
this  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Huysman  were  born 
two  children- — Nellie  and  William  the  latter 
dying  at  the  age  of  one  year.  Mrs.  Huysman 
died  April  17,  1872,  and  the  second  marriage 
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of  Mr.  Huysman  took  place  December  8,  1S72, 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Miller,  widow  of  Christian  Miller, 
but  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Vogt.- 
To  this  union  have  been  born  five  children, 
viz:  Maggie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 

years;  Aaron,  Mary,  Rickie  and  Bertha. 

Mr.  Huysman  first  settled  on  a farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  the  woods  of  Montery  township, 
and  this  he  succeeded  in  clearing  up  and  adding 
to  until  he  became  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  on  which  he  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements.  He  and  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a republican.  He  enjoys 
the  full  confidence  of  the  people,  and  has  filled 
several  township  offices  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  A thoroughly  practical  farmer,  he 
possesses  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Putnam 
county.  As  a soldier  he  was  faithful  and 
active,  and  was  one  of  the  first  men  of  his 
company  to  be  placed  on  picket  duty;  as  a 
civilian  he  is  honored  and  respected  for  his 
public  spirit  and  liberal  aid  to  all  measures 
devised  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 


ENJAMIN  F.  IRVIN,  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Fairfield  county  November 
30,  1821,  and  is  a son  of  Josiah  K. 
and  Catherine  (Barkman)  Irvin,  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  where  they  were  married  and 
where  all  their  children  were  born,  with  the 
exception  of  our  subject.  In  1820  the  Irvin 
family  came  to  Ohio,  lived  in  Fairfield  county 
a few  years,  then  passed  two  years  in  Franklin 
county,  and  in  1832  entered  1 20  acres  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  on  which 
they  settled  permanently  in  the  fall  of  1833, 
the  father  and  two  sons  building  a rude  log 
cabin  in  the  meantime  and  setting  out  potatoes, 
planting  corn,  etc.  Came,  of  course,  was 


plentiful,  and  the  pelts  thereof  were  current  as 
legal  tender,  and  were  about  the  only  currency 
used  by  these  hardy  pioneers — even  for  the 
payment  of  taxes.  The  county  seat  was  Ka- 
lida;  Sidney  and  Fort  Ball  soon  afterward 
sprang  up  and  formed  milling  points,  but  it  re- 
quired a long  time  to  make  the  trip  to  either 
town.  The  first  barrel  of  salt  purchased  by 
Mr.  Irvin  cost  him  twenty  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  other  necessaries  were  equally  costly.  Mr. 
Irvin  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  township 
of  Sugar  Creek,  and  was  its  first  assessor,  and 
was  subsequently  assessor  of  the  county,  but 
when  the  county  became  more  thickly  settled 
he  declined  holding  public  office — having  served 
more  from  a sense  of  duty  to  the  sparse  popu- 
lation than  from  a desire  to  be  prominent  as  a 
public  man.  Politically  he  was  a democrat, 
and  religiously,  with  his  wife,  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church — to  which  they 
were  compelled  to  go  a long  distance  on  horse- 
back over  trails  and  through  timber  and  brush, 
infested  with  Indians,  who  were,  however,  of  a 
friendly  disposition.  In  the  fold  of  this  church 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  passed  to  the  better 
life. 

The  family  born  to  Josiah  K.  and  Catherine 
Irvin  numbered  seven,  and  was  named  as  fol- 
lows in  order  of  birth:  Anna,  who  married  a 

Mr.  Downing,  moved  to  the  state  of  Delaware 
and  there  died,  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Rebecca,  deceased  wife  of  Matthew  I\.  May- 
berry, a farmer;  Josiah  K.,  also  a farmer,  died 
the  fqthqr  of  five  children;  Washington,  de- 
ceased, was  the  father  of  eleven  children; 
Margaret,  married  to  E.  Nichols,  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  and  was  with  her 
husband  called  to  the  world  beyond;  Hettie 
was  married  to  William  Bell,  ex-county  auditor, 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  is 
now,  with  her  husband,  resting  in  the  quiet 
grave;  the  seventh  child,  Benjamin  F.,  our 
subject,  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family 
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Benjamin  F.  Irvin,  our  subject,  for  a long 
time  had  control  of  the  homestead  on  which 
he  was  reared,  and  eventually  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  to  the  estate,  who, 
it. will  readily  be  perceived,  were  chiefly  the 
grandchildren  of  his  parents.  ' Here  he  engaged 
in  farming  continuously  for  several  years,  and 
then,  with  a partner,  entered  the  saw-mill 
business,  but,  in  about  two  years,  became  dis- 
satisfied with  his  partner’s  management,  sold 
to  him  his  mill  interest,  and  returned  to  farm- 
ing, which  he  has  since  followed  with  a success 
seldom  equaled.  From  the  original  tract  of 
1 20  acres  he  has  increased  his  possessions  to  over 
600  acres,  of  which  he  has  by  persistent  effort 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  capital  that  has 
come  to  him  by  still  more  persistent  toil  and 
the  exercise  of  natural  skill,  cleared,  ditched 
and  brought  under  cultivation  at  least  400 
acres,  and  improved  with  as  fine  buildings  as 
there  are  in  the  county.  In  1892  he  moved 
from  his  primitive  dwelling  to  his  new  two- 
story  brick  mansion,  situated  about  three  miles 
west  of  Columbus  Grove.  Beside  devoting 
his  attention  to  his  general  crop  interests,  Mr. 
Irvin  has  not  neglected  live  stock,  of  which  he 
owns  probably  some  of  the  best  grades  of  short- 
horn cattle  in  Putnam  county. 

Mr.  Irvin  was  first  married,  in  1856,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Leese,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  an  orphan  of  an  old 
pioneer  of  Putnam  county.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  viz:  Lafayette,  in  the 

wire-fence  business;  Margaret,  yet  single;  Della, 
who  married  Samuel  Searfoss,  who  died  in 
Kansas,  Mrs.  Searfoss  being  now  at  home  with 
her  father,  and  being  the  mother  of  one  child; 
Sarah  J.,  married  to  William  Vanwye,  is  a 
resident  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  but  is  now 
unfortunately  deprived  of  sight.  The  mother 
of  this  family  having  died  in  1861,  Mr.  Irvin 
married,  in  1863,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hayton,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  a daughter 


of  Nathaniel  Hayton,  who  died  about  i860. 
To  this  second  marriage  have  been  born  eight 
children,  named  as  follows:  Emma,  widow 

of  a Mr.  Orwick,  and  mother  of  one  child; 
George,  a farmer;  Benjamin  F.,  Nathaniel, 
James,  Charles,  Kimmer  and  Guy.  Mr.  Irvin 
is  a democrat  in  his  politics,  has  held  a num- 
ber of  township  offices,  being  implicitly  trusted 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is,  with  his  wife,  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Christian  church. 


SHLEY  JACKSON.  — Descended  from 
a line  of  American  ancestors  who  had 
long  been  residents  of  this  country 
and  who  were  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  development  of  this  great  re- 
public— men  who  were  known  as  respected 
and  upright  citizens,  it  is  meet  that  our  subject, 
Ashley  Jackson,  be  accorded  due  mention  in 
this  work,  possessing  as  he  does,  in  a marked 
degree,  the  sterling  attributes  of  his  progeni- 
tors, coupled  with  a large  share  of  modern 
push  and  enterprise. 

His  great-grandfather  was  a citizen  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  where  his  grandfather, 
Joseph  Jackson,  was  born  in  1795.  The  latter 
was  married  to  Chloe  Watson  in  Pennsyl vania, 
and  they  settled  on  Fishing  creek,  in  that 
state.  In  1834  the  family  removed  to  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  and  afterward  made  their  home 
in  various  portions  of  the  state.  P'or  fifty 
years  the  head  of  the  family  was  a Baptist 
minister  and  as  such  met  with  a success  and 
attained  a reputation  far  above  the  ordinary. 
He  died  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1892. 
He  was  a “dyed-in-the-wool”  abolitionist, 
and  for  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  kept  a station  on  the  once  famous 
underground  railway,  often  forwarding  the  es- 
caping negroes  miles  toward  Canada  under  the 
cover  of  some  dark  night. 

Noah  Jackson,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
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born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1823.  He  was  reared 
upon  a farm,  but  after  reaching  manhood 
worked  in  machine  shops  in  Philadelphia  and 
later  traveled  for  an  extensive  tea  house  which 
had  its  headquarters  in  that  city.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Shiveley, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1826,  being 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eve  Shiveley,  re- 
spected citizens  of  that  state.  In  1853  they 
removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Henry  county 
upon  an  entirely  new  farm  of  160  acres,  where 
they  lived  to  see  it  develop  under  their  industry 
and  thrift  into  a line,  productive  farm  and  a 
most  comfortable  home.  The  family  were 
identified  with  the  early  history  of  Henry 
county,  where  they  made  their  home  for  so 
many  years.  Like  his  father,  Noah  Jackson 
was  an  abolitionist  and  an  ardent  republican, 
and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  outcome  of 
the  great  slavery  question.  The  children  of 
the  family  were  seven  in  number,  being  named 
in  order  of  birth:  Vernon,  Frank,  Ashley, 

Willis,  Gratia,  Lincoln  and  Della  M. — the  first 
two  named  now  being  deceased. 

Ashley  Jackson,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Henry  county,  Ohio,  June  9,  1854.  He  re- 
mained on  the  farm  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  after  which  he  passed  five 
years  in  the  west,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
selling  win-dmills,  chiefly  through  Nebraska. 
He  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  the 
stave-milling  business.  At  present  he  is  fore- 
man of  the  extensive  stave  factories  of  the 
Buckeye  Hoop  & Stave  company,  a concern 
whose  operations  are  exceedingly  large.  Mr. 
Jackson  oversees  all  of  the  men  employed  in 
this  institution  and  super  intends  the  operations 
of  the  factory,  and  buys  the  timber — a position 
of  responsibility  and  trust  which  he  fills  most 
acceptably  and  with  credit  to  himself  and  his 
employers. 

Ashley  Jackson  was  married,  in  1884,  to 
Miss  Mary  G.  Watson,  daughter  of  William 


and  Eliza  W.  Watson.  To  them  was  born 
one  son,  Glenn.  Mrs.  Jackson  died  in  1886, 
and  our  subject  was  later  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Shaffer,  whose  parents 
were  William  and  Mary  (Morris)  Shaffer. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daugh- 
ter, Edith.  Mr.  Jackson  is  at  present  a mem- 
ber of  the  common  council  of  Continental.  He 
is  also  affiliated  with  several  fraternal  societies, 
being  a charter  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
of  his  town,  a present  master  Mason,  and  also 
a charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Knights 
of  Pythias.  Our  subject’s  religion  is  that  of 
nature  and  of  humanity.  He  is  an  agnostic 
and  altogether  liberal  in  his  views,  while  there 
is  nothing  apologetic  in  his  attitude  in  this  re- 
gard. He  is  ready  to  accept  truth  from  what- 
ever source  derived,  anti  not  from  mere  tradi- 
tional tenets  and  dogmas,  having  a clea:  ap- 
prehension of  the  fundamental  truth  and  the 
altruistic  element  in  human  life. 


OBERT  JAMISON,  one  of  the  most 
skillful  and  experienced  farmers  of 
Jennings  township,  Putnam  county, 
was  born  March  11,  1825,  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His 
grandfather,  Francis  Jamison,  came  from  Ire- 
land to  America  before  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and,  being  still  a young  man,  took  an  active 
part  in  that  struggle,  serving  at  Cowpens,  as 
well  as  in  other  battles.  He  was  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  later  came  to  Ross  count)  , Ohio, 
from  Westmorland  county,  Pa.,  reared  a fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  and  died,  between  fifty 
and  sixty  years  of  age,  a member  of  the 
Seceder  Presbyterian  church.  Francis  Jami- 
son, son  of  above  and  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Westmorland  county,  Pa.,  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  father,  and  was  married,  in 
Ross  county,  to  Rachel  Wroten,  a daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Ellen  \\  roten,  ol  Delaware,  and 
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of  English  extraction.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jam- 
ison were  born  ten  children,  viz:  Julia  A., 

John,  Robert,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Cvn- 
thia,  William,  Doretta  and  Rachel.  From 
Ross  county  the  family  moved  to  Allen  county 
and  settled  in  German  township  in  1830,  and 
in  1840  came  to  Putnam  county,  settling  in 
Jennings  township,  and  here  the  father  died 
December  25,  1855,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year;  his 
wife  died  subsequently,  in  her  seventieth  year, 
and  both  were  highly  honored  members  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Robert  Jamison,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biography,  was  but  five  years  of  age  when 
his  father  located  just  south  of  Elida,  in  Ger- 
man township,  Allen  county,  Ohio.  He  at- 
tended the  first  school  of  Elida,  which  was 
held  in  a 16x18  log  cabin,  with  logs  sawed  out 
here  and  there  for  windows,  which  were  cov- 
ered with  greased  paper  in  lieu  of  glass;  with 
puncheon  seats  and  desks;  a fireplace  the  entire 
width  of  the  room,  with  stick  and  mud  chim- 
ney, and  with  a pedagogue  that  could  lead  his 
pupils  through  the  "three  R’s”,  reading,  ’rit- 
ing  and  rithmetic.  This  temple  of  learning 
afforded  him  mental  pabulum  until  the  family 
came  to  Putnam  county,  where  but  little  more 
was  added  to  his  scholastic  acquirements.  As 
a matter  of  course  he  was  employed  on  the 
home  farm  during  his  minority  as  an  assistant 
to  his  father,  both  in  Allen  and  Putnam  coun- 
ties. In  1850  he  bought  a tract  of  land  in 
section  No.  16,  Jennings  township,  to  reach 
which  he  had  to  cut  a road  two  miles  long 
through  the  forest.  October  18,  1855,  he 

married  Alida  H.  Myre,  a native  of  Holland 
and  a daughter  of  Harmon  and  Magdalme 
(Smit)  Myre.  Harmon  Myre  came  from  Hol- 
land in  1850,  in  company  with  Frederick  Smit, 
to  which  event  allusion  is  made  in  the  sketch 
of  C.  Baugh,  on  another  page,  his  family  then 
consisting  of  himself,  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren— Alida  11.,  Wilhehnina  and  George  B 

14 


He  bought  a farm  in  Jennings  township  and 
improved  and  cultivated  it  until  his  death, 
about  1865,  a member  of  the  Dutch  Reform 
church. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Jamison,  with  his  wife, 
settled  on  the  land  mentioned  above,  and  has 
continued  to  develop  his  farm  until  the  present 
time.  Here  his  wife,  Elida  H.,  bore  him 
seven  children,  who  were  named  Magdalena, 
Rachael,  Harmon,  F.,  Hilletje,  Sarah  \V., 
John  and  Elida  H.  The  mother  of  these, 
however,  died  June  7,  1884,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  for  his  second  life  com- 
panion, Mr.  Jamison  was  united  September  1, 
1886,  to  Miss  Rebecca  J.  Myers,  widow  of 
Harrison  Myers  and  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Prudenj  Klingman.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  children,  Minnie  Zoe  and 
Robert.  The  first  marriage  of  Mrs.  Jamison 
(with  Harrison  Myers)  took  place  May  22, 
1870,  Mr.  Myers  being  at  that  time  a farmer  of 
Jennings  township  and  the  owner  of  120  acres 
of  land.  Pie  had  served  under  Capt.  B F.  H. 
Hankins  in  company  H,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  Ohio  infantry,  from  May  2,  1 864, 
until  September  10,  of  the  same  year.  He  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  Novembei  24, 
1840,  was  a son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Ward)  Myers,  and  died  October  22,  1878,  the 
father  of  five  children,  viz:  Sarah,  Catherine, 

Ellen,  Charles  and  Annie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jamison  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat,  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee  several  terms  as 
supervisor,  and  as  a member  of  the  school 
board;  fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Hope 
lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Delphos.  lie  is  a pio- 
neer who  has  seen  the  forests  of  Allen  and 
Putnam  counties  dwindle  awav  beneath  the 
strokes  of  the  sturdy  axman,  transforming  the 
land  from  a wilderness  into  the  blooming  gar- 
den of  fertility  it  now  is.  An  honored  and 
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venerated  citizen,  husband  and  lather,  he  now 
enjoys  the  rest  and  comfort  to  which  his  well 
spent  and  useful  life  so  deservedly  entitles  him, 
and  but  few  residents  of  Jennings  township  can 
claim  more  devoted  friends  than  he. 


ACOB  R.  JONES,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  experienced  farmers  of  Union 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
native  of  Denbighshire,  north  Wales, 
a son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Roberts)  Jones, 
and  was  born  July  5,  1822.  The  father,  also 
of  Denbighshire,  was  a shoemaker,  and  about 
1820  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Rob- 
erts, the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Mrs.  Mary  Hughes,  Jacob  R.  (sub- 
ject), Abel,  Ellen,  and  David  (deceased),  and 
Isaac,  a merchant  of  Denver,  Colo. 

Jacob  R.  Jones  was  reared  to  farming,  hir- 
ing out  at  eleven  years  of  age  and  working 
until  1848,  when  he  came  to  America,  and, 
until  1854,  worked  on  a farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rome,  N.  V.,  and  then  came  to  Ohio  and 
for  four  years  was  employed  in  a machine  shop 
at  Newark,  where, November  20,  1858,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Price,  born  in  Cardingshire, 
Wales,  April  11,  1831,  and  a daughter  of  John 
and  Bridget  Price.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  were 
also  nalives  of  Wales,  came  to  Newark,  Ohio, 
in  1854,  and  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
viz:  Lettie  and  May,  deceased;  Annie,  wife  of 
William  Davis,  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio; 
Jane,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  James,  a sailor, 
who  was  drowned  at  sea  when  sixteen  years 
of  age.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jones  and 
Miss  Price  have  been  born  five  children,  as 
follows:  Mary,  widow  of  John  J.  Jones,  who 

died  February  25,  1894;  Price,  a clerk  at  Col- 
umbus Grove;  Abel,  farming  on  the  home- 
stead; Annie,  a seamstress  of  Columbus  Grove, 
and  Bertie,  at  home  with  her  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Jones  continued  to 


reside  in  Newark  for  seven  years,  and  in  1865 
went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  in 
a cemetery  until  late  in  1867,  when  he  came 
to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  purchased  120 
acres  of  uncleared  land,  built  a log  house, 
wrought  out  a farm  from  the  wilderness,  and 
in  1880  erected  his  present  handsome  dwelling. 
In  politics  Mr.  Jones  is  a republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Calvinistic  Methodist  church 
(sometimes  denominated  the  Calvinistic  Pres- 
byterian), and  has  been  a communicant  since 
1849.  He  was  a deacon  for  about  twenty- 
eight  years  and  also  treasurer  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  but  about  1891  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  meeting  with  an  accident,  in  which 
he  broke  his  leg,  thus  becoming  incapacitated 
for  active  church  work.  His  wife  has  been  a 
member  of  the  same  denomination  since  Hie 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Jones  and  his 
family  are  much  respected  by  their  neighbors, 
and  Mr.  Jones  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  farmers  of  the  township,  his  place 
being  now  in  a most  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  exceedingly  remunerative. 


E.  JONES,  a citizen  of  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio,  and  head  of  the  firm  of 
J.  E.  Jones  & Sons,  handle  manu- 
facturers, is  a native  of  Miami  county, 
Ohio,  born  on  December  31,  1832,  He  is  die 
son  of  George  \V.  and  Eleanor  (Gearhart) 
Jones  the  former  a native  of  Bath  county,  Kv., 
born  in  1808,  the  latter  a native  of  Rockbridge 
county  (now  West),  Va. , born  in  1812.  In 
about  1827  grandfather  Jones  came  to  Ohio 
from  Kentucky,  locating  in  Miami  county,  and 
in  1 8 16  grandfather  Gearhart  came  from  Vir- 
ginia and  entered  land  in  Miami  county,  where 
lie  remained  until  a few  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Greene  county,  Ohio. 
Grandfather  Jones  died  in  Kentucky,  wh  ther 
he  had  gone  to  settle  up  his  business  after  re- 
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moving  to  Ohio.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  Miami  county,  Ohio,  about 
1857  removed  to  Greene  county,  and  in  1868 
removed  from  Greene  county  to  Logan  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  mother  died  in  1884.  The 
father  died  in  the  same  county  in  1890.  To 
the  parents  five  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
our  subject;  Samantha,  deceased;  Simeon  G., 
now  a resident  of  Cleveland;  Anna  T.,  now 
Mrs.  Samuel  Kildow,  of  Cedarville,  Greene 
county;  and  M.  B.,  of  Ounicy,  Ohio.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  Christian  church. 

J.  F.  Jones,  our  subject,  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Miami  county.  He  attended 
the  common  district  schools  about  two  months 
in  the  year,  and  then  entered  Linden  Hill 
academy,  now  at  New  Carlisle,  Clarke  county, 
Ohio,  'where  he  pursued  his  studies  during  two 
terms.  He  then  taught  his  first  school,  dur- 
ing the  fall  and  winter  of  1853-54,  in  Cham- 
paign county,  in  what  was  and  is  known  as 
Esq.  Woods’  school-house,  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county.  After  the  close  of  his  school 
he  returned  to  his  father’s  farm,  where  he 
worked  until  the  opening  of  next  school  term, 
and  in  1854-55  taught  at  what  was  called 
Spring  Creek  School,  in  Miami  county.  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  this  school  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  lady,  Martha  J.  Hart,  who 
became  his  wife  April  10,  1855.  The  follow- 
ing summer  he  farmed  on  his  father’s  place, 
and  the  term  of  1855-56  he  taught  in  the  Cecil 
district,  in  Miami  county,  being  assisted  by  his 
wife,  as  he  had  more  scholars  than  he  could 
well  look  after  alone.  The  three  followung 
years  he  taught  in  what  was  known  as  Knoop’s 
school-house,  in  Staunton  township,  Miami 
county;  the  following  two  years  he  taught  in 
the  Peterson  district,  and  in  Favorite’s  district. 
In  the  spring  of  1861  he  removed,  with  his  fam- 
ily, to  Monroe  township,  Putnam  county, whither 
his  father-in-law  had  moved,  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Hartsburg,  a station  on  the  Nickel- 


Plate  railroad,  named  for  his  father-in-law, 
where  for  two  years  he  followed  farming.  In 
February,  1864,  he  went  to  Delphos,  Ohio, 
and  took  charge  of  the  union  school  of  that 
place  as  superintendent.  In  April,  1864,  a 
few  months  after  going  to  Delphos,  he  entered 
the  army  as  a member  of  company  H of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty -second  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  and  went  to  the  front  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  saw  service  until  the  following 
September,  when  his  term  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired and  he  was  mustered  out  of  service.  He 
then  returned  to  Delphos  and  took  up  his 
school  work,  of  which  he  had  charge  for  four 
years  in  succession;  thence  moved  to  Anderson 
City,  Ind.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  fall  term 
of  the  First  ward  school  until  the  holidays,  after 
which  term  he  was  called  to  Pendleton,  Ind. , and 
there  took  charge  of  the  schools  as  principal 
for  the  remainder  of  that  year  and  the  follow- 
ing school  year.  After  finishing  his  second  year 
in  Pendleton  he  returned  to  Delphos,  where 
he  again  had  charge  of  the  union  schools  for 
two  years,  following  which  he  taught  an  inde- 
pendent school  in  Delphos,  making  altogether 
seven  years  of  school  experience  in  that  city. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  he  was  called  to  Colum- 
! bus  Grove  to  take  charge  of  the  public  schools 
as  superintendent,  a position  he  held  for  three 
consecutive  years.  He  next  had  charge  of 
the  school  at  Deshler,  Ohio,  for  one  year,  and 
the  following  year  he  had  charge  of  the  schools 
of  Belmore,  Ohio.  The  next  two  years  he 
was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Columbus 
Grove  schools,  which  finished  his  career  as  an 
educator. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Jones  has  been  more 
or  less  identified  with  and  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  handles,  and  since  leaving  the 
school-room  he  has  given  all  his  attention  to 
that  industry.  His  factory  was  established  in 
1879,  but  was  then  on  a small  scale,  only  lour 
or  five  men  being  employed.  1 he  business 
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has  steadily  increased,  until  he  now  employs 
from  forty-five  to  fifty  men.  They  make  a 
specialty  of  ax  handles,  also  manufacture  rail- 
road and  mining-tool  handles,  all  of  second- 
growth  hickory,  and  their  trade  extends  from 
New  York  to  the  state  of  Washington,  and 
from  Cincinnati  to  Duluth.  The  firm  of  Jones 
& Sons  was  formed  in  1882,  the  junior  mem- 
bers being  his  sons,  Charlie  H.  and  George  E. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a member  of  Rufus  Putnam 
lodge,  No.  564,  and  of  Shawnee  commandery 
(Lima),  K.  T.  Mr.  Jones  owns  improved  real 
estate  in  Columbus  Grove,  and  also  a farm 
near  this  city,  in  company  with  his  eldest  son, 
Charles  H.  Jones.  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in 
Miami  county,  Ohio,  on  May  22,  1834,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Hart.  Her  death 
occurred  at  her  daughter’s  home  in  Chicago 
on  March  18,  1891,  leaving  three  children — 
one  daughter  and  two  sons.  Mr.  Tones  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Colum- 
bus Grove,  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  After 
severing  his  connection  with  the  schools  as  an 
educator,  he  served  as  president  of  the  Colum- 
bus Grove  board  of  education  for  two  years 
and  as  a member  of  the  board  for  three  years. 


BRANK  S.  JONES,  one  of  the  rising 
young  farmers  of  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  June  7,  1866.  His 

great-grandfather,  Moses  Jones,  came  from 
Wales  in  early  colonial  days  and  settled  in 
\ irginia,  and  there  his  son,  John  Jones,  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  had  his 
nativity.  John  Jones  married  Miss  Martha 
Shinholt,  a native  of  Maryland,  in  which  state 
Ins  marriage  took  place,  and  then  moved  to 
Hardy  county  (now  West),  Va. , and  for  some 
years  was  there  engaged  in  farming.  From 
Virginia  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  came  to  Ohio  and 


located  at  first  in  Athens  county,  whence  they 
moved  to  Fayette  county,  v here  the  father 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the  mother 
subsequently  passing  away  in  Mercer  county, 
Ohio. 

J.  W.  Jones,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hardy  county,  Va.,  June  7,  1839,  and 
was  reared  to  farming  pursuits.  He  married, 
first,  Miss  Keller,  who  bore  one  son,  Reuser 
(deceased).  He  next  married  Hibernia  Fifer, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Frank  S. ; Ida  M.,  widow  of  Albert 

Brentlinzer;  Rosette,  wife  of  William  Adams; 
William,  Fred,  Cora,  Pearl,  Maud  and  Clyde. 
The  second  marriage  of  J.  W.  Jones  took  place 
in  Fayette  county,-  Ohio,  and  twelve  years 
after  that  event  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  in 
October,  1874,  and  settled  in  Monroe  town- 
slii,  where,  as  a democrat,  lie  has  served  his 
fellow-citizens  as  township  assessor.  His  be- 
loved helpmate  here  passed  away  July  1.  1887, 
and  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  bereaved  hus- 
band, children  and  numerous  friends,  whose 
love  and  respect  she  had  won  after  becoming 
a resident  of  the  township. 

Frank  S.  Jones,  our  subject,  was  reared  to 
farming  and  has  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  with  the  exception  of  four  years  he 
passed  in  mercantile  trade  in  Continental, 
Ohio.  His  homestead  comprises  160  acres  of 
fertile  land,  all  of  which  is  well  cultivated  and 
improved  in  a manner  to  make  farm  life  happy. 
In  1890  he  married  Miss  Agnes  Hall,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  April  20,  1867,  a daughter  of  J.  D.  Hall. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  has  been  born  one 
child — Theodore  E. — whose  infantile  pranks 
are  a continuous  source  of  amusement  and 
interest  to  his  parents.  In  politics  Mr.  Jones 
is  a democrat,  anil  under  the  auspices  >f  that 
party  served  as  the  first  city  clerk  ol  Conti- 
nental. In  religion  both  Mr.  and  Mrs  Jones 
are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian  1 hureh, 
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of  which  Mr.  Jones  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  since  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Jones  is  also  a member  of  Oakwood 
lodge,  No.  737,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  socially  he 
and  wife  mingle  with  the  best  people  of  Mon- 
roe township.  Mr.  Jones,  by  his  industry  and 
judicious  management  erf  his  property,  has 
made  rapid  strides  in  the  pursuit  of  a compe- 
tence, which  he  will  surely  acquire.  He  has 
won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity, and  bears  a name  that  stands  without 
a blemish. 


y w*ILLIAM  JONES,  one  of  the  rising 
MM  I young  farmers  of  Pleasant  town- 
ship,  Putnam  county,  was  born  in 
Fayette  county,  Ohio,  March  2, 
1870,  and  is  a son  of  James  \Y.  and  Hiberna 
(Fifer)  Jones,  natives  of  Virginia,  but  married 
in  Illinois,  where  they  resided  two  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Ohio.  Here  they  located  in 
Fayette  county,  where  they  lived  until  1875, 
when  they  came  to  Putnam  county,  where  Mr. 
Jones,  a few  years  later,  purchased  a tract  of 
wild  land,  which  he  cleared  up  and  improved, 
and  on  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Jones,  John  Fifer,  a farmer  and 
cattle  dealer,  came  from  Virginia  to  Ohio 
at  a comparatively  early  day,  and  also  pre- 
ceded Mr.  Jones  some  years  in  his  coming  to 
Putnam  county.  He  here  cleared  up  a farm 
on  which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
having  reared  a family  of  ten  children,  viz: 
Silas,  John,  Ephraim,  Richard,  Joseph,  Ange- 
line,  Jane,  Sallie,  Bettie  and  Hiberna.  He 
died  some  years  since,  at  an  unremembered 
date,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave 
in  the  spring  of  1895. 

To  the  marriage  of  James  W.  and  Hiberna 
Jones  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  one 
died  in  infancy;  the  others  were  named  Kenni- 


son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty;  Frank, 
William  (our  subject)  and  Frederick,  all  farm- 
ers; John  C.,  at  home;  Ida,  widow  of  Albert 
Brinklinger  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Etta, 
wife  of  William  Adams,  a farmer  of  Defiance 
county,  Ohio;  Cora,  married  to  L.  Gilts,  also  a 
farmer;  Pearl,  wife  of  Dan  Range;  Maud,  at 
home,  and  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1888,  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  leaving, 
to  mourn  their  loss,  her  loving  husband  and 
surviving  children.  The  husband  has  now 
reached  his  fifty-sixth  year,  and  is  a highly 
honored  citizen  of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam 
county. 

William  Jones,  our  subject,  was  reared, 
from  the  age  of  live  years  to  manhood,  in  Put- 
nam county,  and  here  received  his  schooling, 
and  was  early  inured  to  the  life  of  a farmer. 
March  18,  1894,  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Gettman)  Pope,  a widow,  who  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  June  26,  1859,  a 

daughter  of  Adam  Gettman,  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  Pleasant  township,  whose 
biography  may  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  The  first  husband  of  Mrs.  Jones 
was  George  Pope,  who  died  September  26, 
1892,  leaving  three  children,  viz:  Francis  A., 

born  October  17,  1882;  Almina,  born  June  26, 
1884,  and  Jasper,  born  March  io,  1886.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  own  a tine  farm  of  1 10  acres, 
improved  with  an  elegant  brick  residence,  a 
commodious  barn  and  all  necessary  out-build- 
ings, wind-pump,  and  all  the  other  modern 
conveniences  pertaining  to  a model  farm.  It 
is  desirably  situated  five  miles  north  of  Colum- 
bus Grove  and  about  the  same  distance  south 
of  Ottawa,  and  under  the  skillful  management 
of  Mr.  Jones  is  made  to  compare  most  favor- 
ably with,  if  not  to  excel,  in  productiveness, 
any  farm  of  its  size  in  the  township,  if  not  in 
the  county. 
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OSEPH  JUSTICE,  recorder  of  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the  Buck- 
eye state,  born  January  27,  1846,  in 
the  county  of  Marion,  being  a son  of 
John  and  Jane  (Lloyd)  Justice.  His  youthful 
years  were  passed  amid  the  routine  of  farm 
labor,  and  in  the  common  schools  he  acquired 
a good  English  education,  such  being  his  prog- 
ress that  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  suffi- 
ciently advanced  to  obtain  a teacher’s  license. 
He  taught  the  schools  of  Marion  county  for  a 
period  of  about  eight  years,  and  in  1872 
located  at  Columbus  Grove,  where  for  a short 
time  he  was  employed  as  salesman  in  a dry- 
goods  house.  Subsequently  he  entered  a drug 
store,  where  he  clerked  about  one  year,  when 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  establishment, 
and  continued  the  business  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess at  Columbus  Grove  until  he  removed  his 
stock,  in  1878,  to  Ottawa.  He  continued  the 
business  in  the  latter  city  until  1885,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  stock,  and  opened  a similar 
business  at  the  town  of  Gilboa,  where  he  con- 
tinued the  trade  for  a period  of  four  years,  re- 
turning to  Ottawa  at  the  end  of  that  time  to 
take  charge  of  the  recorder’s  office,  to  which 
position  he  was  elected  in  1889.  He  has  since 
discharged  the  duties  of  recorder  in  a most 
efficient  manner  and  has  proved  himself  not 
only  a capable  official  but  a most  courteous 
and  progressive  citizen. 

In  March,  1891,  Mr.  Justice  purchased  a 
half-interest  in  a fiouring-mill,  at  Columbus 
Grove,  with  which  he  is  still  identified,  oper- 
ating the  establishment  in  partnership  with  his 
father-in-law,  E.  Henderson,  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  Henderson  & Co.  Mr.  Justice 
expects  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  manu- 
facturing at  the  expiration  of  his  official  term, 
and  is  already  planning  to  enlarge  Ins  business 
by  increasing  the  capacity  of  his  mill.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Putnam  County 
Abstract  company  of  Ottawa,  and  for  a num- 


ber of  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  demo- 
crats of  the  county,  contributing  largely  to  his 
party's  success  in  many  state  and  national 
contests.  In  addition  to  the  office  of  recorder, 
Mr.  Justice  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of 
Ottawa,  having  been  elected  in  the  years  1882, 
and  1884  respectively.  He  has  also  been  the 
representative  of  his  party  in  several  congres- 
sional and  judicial  conventions,  and  at  this 
time  is  a member  of  the  executive  committee 
for  the  county  of  Putnam.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
Justice  belongs  to  the  E.  &.  A.  M.,  having  been 
made  a Mason  in  1869,  at  Marion,  in  lodge 
No.  70.  He  was  the  first  master  of  Leipsic 
lodge,  No.  548,  and  held  the  position  for  seven 
years;  is  also  a member  of  Ottawa  chapter, 
No.  1 15,  Putnam  council,  No.  69,  and  belongs 
to  the  Eastern  Star  chapter,  No.  28  Mr. 
Justice  was  married  at  Columbus  Grove,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1875,  to  Miss  C.  Irene  Henderson, 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Melissa  (Hall)  Henderson. 
Mrs.  Justice  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gilboa, 
Septembers,  1855,  and  has  borne  her  hus- 
band three  children,  viz:  Henderson  Clair, 

born  June  21,  1876— died  September  5,  1883; 
Charles  L. , born  November  26,  1880,  and 
Joseph  M., whose  birth  occurred  May  31,  1884. 

Mr.  Justice’s  prternal  ancestors  wer-'  En- 
glish; and  the  mother  belongs  to  an  old  Welsh 
family.  John  Justice,  the  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Foraker,  who  bore  him  three 
children— William  1'.,  John  and  Rhod.i,  who 
married  William  Moses,  of  Brown  county,  111. 
After  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Elizabeth  jus- 
tice brought  her  children  to  Ohio,  settling  near 
Circleville,  and  about  1813  removed  to  what 
is  now  Marion  county.  John  Justice,  father 
of  Joseph,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1 805 , accompanied  his  mother  to  Ohio, 
and  died  in  the  year  1870.  By  occupation, 
he  was  a farmer,  and  is  remembered  as  .1  man 
of  integrity  and  a substantial  citizen  II is 
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wife,  Jane  Lloyd,  was  born  in  Wales,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1809,  and  came  to  America  when 
nine  years  of  age  in  company  with  her  parents, 
David  and  Elizabeth  Jones  Lloyd,  who  settled 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Justice  was 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  and  departed  this 
life  May  29,  1892.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  children  of  John  and  Jane  Jus- 
tice: Elizabeth  A.,  deceased,  Sarah  J.,  de- 

ceased; William  F.,  deceased;  Isabella  P., 
wife  of  Samuel  Luellen;  John  B.,  deceased; 
David  L.,  now  living  in  Casselton,  North 
I)ak.;  Joseph;  Thomas  P.,  deceased,  and 
Mary  C.,  wife  of  John  Shroat. 


OSEPH  KERSTING,  the  popular  gen- 
eral merchant  of  Glandorf,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Wurtern- 
berg,  Westphalia,  Germany,  was  born 
April  14,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  Anthony  and 
Catherine  (Doering)  Kersting,  who  died  in  Ger- 
many, leaving  five  children,  viz:  Francis,  -who 

died  in  Germany;  Frank,  a retired  contractor 
of  Westphalia;  Anthony  was  ordained  a priest 
in  the  Franciscan  order  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is 
now  known  as  father  David,  and  is  prelate  of 
the  theological  school  at  Oldenburg,  Ind.; 
Felix  is  a merchant  tailor  of  Miamisburg,  Ohio, 
and  Joseph  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Joseph  Kersting  attended  the  elementary 
schools  of  his  native  country  until  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  began  working  by  the 
day;  at  fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Bologne 
and  entered  a wine  and  liquor  house  as  bottle- 
washer,  but  in  less  than  eighteen  months 
worked  himself  up  to  a position  in  the  count- 
ing-room; two  years  later  he  went  to  Bonn, 
managed  a business  for  a widow  for  ten  months, 
and  then,  in  1874,  he  came  to  America,  located 
in  Cincinnati,  and  for  five  months  was  em- 
ployed as  ,1  collector  by  a newspaper  firm,  next 
by  Benling  Bros.,  a Catholic  book  concern, 


for  a year,  and  then  for  a short  time  in  the 
liquor  business.  The  six  and  a half  years  fol- 
lowing he  was  book-keeper  for  a wholesale 
leather  house,  but  the  confinement  was  too 
wearing,  and  for  two  years  following  he  trav- 
eled as  salesman  for  a wholesale  tailors’  trim- 
mings house  through  northern  Ohio,  southern 
Michigan,  the  entire  state  of  Indiana,  and 
southwestern  Illinois.  A Philadelphia  firm  of- 
fering him  better  inducements,  he  accepted, 
and  for  four  years  traveled  for  this  house  over 
the  same  territory.  He  then  came  to  Glan- 
dorf and  embarked  in  his  present  business  May 
1,  1888,  in  partnership  with  Ignatius  H.  Kahle, 
the  firm  continuing  until  December  8,  1892, 
when  Mr.  Kersting  succeeded  as  sole  proprie- 
tor. He  carries  a line  of  general  merchandise, 
as  full  and  as  well  selected  as  any  in  the  county, 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  business,  general  tact 
and  pleasant  manners  have  brought  him  a suc- 
cess seldom  equaled.  He  is  by  nature  a pub- 
lic-spirited man,  and  has  taken  a decided  stand 
in  favor  of  public  education — compulsory,  if 
necessary- — and  much  credit  is  due  him  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  in  elevating  the  Glandorf 
graded  schools  to  the  present  state  of  efficiency. 
He  is  the  founder  of  the  Glandorf  Building  & 
Loan  association,  which  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est organizations  of  the  kind  in  the  state,  and 
is  the  present  secretary  of  the  concern.  He  is 
a stanch  democrat,  and  his  labors  have  been 
greatly  conducive  to  the  success  of  his  party. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kersting  took  place 
June  3,  1879,  to  Miss  Anna  Gicringer,  who  was 
born  in  White  Oak,  Hamilton  county,  Ohio, 
October  30,  i860,  a daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Thirsa  (Blasi)  Gieringer.  To  this  union  have 
been  eight  children,  in  the  following  order: 
Joseph.  Felix,  June  3,  1880;  Julia  Elizabeth, 
November  24,  1882;  Stella  Marguerite,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1885;  Edwin  John,  November  25, 
1887;  Frances  Magdalene,  June  5,  1889,  Al- 
bert Waldemar  Valentine,  February  8,  1891; 
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Alphonso  Adam,  June  5,  1893,  and  Carl  An- 
thony, born  August  16,  1895.  The  family  are 
all  communicants  of  Saint  John's  Catholic 
church  at  Glandorf.  and  the  parents  enjoy  the 
esteem  of  the  whole  population  of  the  city  and 
township. 


IGNATIUS  II.  KAHLE,  vice-president 
of  the  Bank  of  Ottawa,  ami  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  county  of 
Putnam,  of  which  he  is  a native,  was 
born  August  22,  1850.  His  parents,  John  F. 
and  Beruardina  (W’elberding)  Kahle,  were  na- 
tives of  Hanover,  Germany,  the  former  born 
in  Gland  H and  the  latter  in  the  town  of  Stein- 
fed  d.  John  F.  Kahle  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1832,  in  company  with  Prof.  Horn- 
man,  and  located  at  the  town  of  Glandorf, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he.  afterward  en- 
gaged in  farming,  purchasing  a section  of  land 
in  the  count}'  of  Putnam.  In  he-  native  coun- 
try he  had  been  a merchant,  aid  met  with 
good  success  in  tl  at  calling.  lb-  was  a man 
of  geneious  impulses  and  proved  a friend  in- 
deed to  many  of  his  fellow-countrymen  by 
assisting  them  in  getting  a start  m this  new 
country.  He  developed  a large  Pact  of  land, 
became  a successful  agricultun  >t , and  to  his 
public  spirit  is  the  town  of  GlmUorf  and  the 
adjacent  country  indebted  for  much  of  the 
prosperity  which  they  now  enjoy  Politically 
he  was  me  of  the  leading  demoi  rats  of  file 
1 oinnuimU  in  which  he  resided,  ami  the  Cath- 
>lic  church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  had  been 
lorn  anti  reared,  always  found  m him  a devout 
riend  and  liberal  1 nitron.  He  died  on  Palm 
Sunday,  in  1876,  at  the  age  01  - venty-three 
years.  Mrs.  Kahle  also  reacln  ; the  age  of 
seventy-th.ee  and  tlieo  in  the  year  o*  1 890.  By 
a previous  marriage'  with  a Mi-  Meyers,  Mr. 
Kahle  had  one  child,  August,  wu>-  died  while 
.serving  his  country  in  the  late  Giv.l  war.  The 


following  are  the  names  of  the  children  of  John 
F.  and  Beruardina  Kahle:  Beruardina,  wife  o: 

William  Maag;  Bertha,  wife  of  Henry  Stech- 
schulte;  Frank ; Theresa,  deceased;  George 
deceased;  Paulina,  wife  of  Ilenr}  Recker; 
Emelia,  deceased  wife  of  Herman  Rolker;  Jo 
seph,  deceased;  Ignatius  H.;  Theresa  wife  of 
Joseph  Smith,  and  Mary,  wife  of  John  Schroder 
Ignatius  H.  Kahle,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  biography,  is  reared  to  fan 
life  in  Uitnam  count}',  and  received  educa- 
tional training  in  the  district  schools,  which  h 
attended  during  the  years  of  his  \ 'th  and 
early  manhood,  and  on  attaining  his  majorb 
was  put  m possession  of  156  acres  of  land  in 
Greensburg  township,  but  twenty-five  acres  cr 
which  were  at  that  time  improved.  With  the 
energy  and  industry  1 haractenstic  of  .lie  mar 
Mr.  Kahle  began  clearing  his  farm,  and  in  din 
season  mid  it  well  unproved,  thus  go.  atly  en- 
hancing its  value,  i le  continued  the  pursu 
of  agriculture  on  this  place  until  i8tv  , but  in 
the  meantime  engaged  111  the  manufacture  e 
drain  tile  in  partnership  with  Augu-  Kahle, 
which  venture  was  carried  on  with  success  an  ' 
financial  profit  foi  a period  of  four  ■ irs,  the 
subject  disposing  of  his  inteiest  at  the  end  . 
that  time  to  his  partner.  In  1881  M . Kahle 
was  elected,  on  the  democratic  ticket,  to  rep 
resent  the  count}  of  Putnam  in  00  lower 
house  of  the  state  legislatin'  , receiving  a in: 
jorityof  1 , 265  over  Ins  competitor.  1 1 s record 
as  a legislator  was  .••■>  satisfactory  to  his  con 
stituents  that,  in  1883,  he  was  re-eh  < ted  by  a 
largel}  . 1 > reused  m city,  the  number  of  vote 
receive'1  a excess  o'  those  >.ust  for  his  opp 
nent  beu  g 1.935.  a the  largest  imijoritie 
ever  received  in  Putnam  v minty.  While  1 
the  le:  Mature  he  was  untiring  in  in  .ehalf  of 
the  interest  of  hi-  rstitm  is,  and  he  took  a 
active  | ai  t in  tl".  ..  unorable  sella  ial  con- 
tests between  Pay.  and  Pendleton,  standi  • 
firmly  t .hisconviit1  ms,  regardless  1 die  gieat 
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pressure  that  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him. 
He  proved  a faithful  and  conscientious  public 
servant,  served  on  several  important  commit- 
tees, among  which  was  that  of  public  works. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kahle  purchased  a half-inter- 
est in  the  Glandorf  flouring-mill,  forming  a 
partnership  with  Theodore  Leopold,  and  under 
their  joint  management  the  mill  was  thoroughly 
remodeled  and  supplied  with  the  latest  im- 
proved machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  flour 
by  the  roller  process.  The  above  firm  con- 
tinued to  operate  the  mill  until  1893,  in  May 
of  which  year  Mr.  Kahle  disposed  of  his  in- 
terests, ha  ving  in  the  meantime  effected  a co- 
partnership in  the  mercantile  business  with 
Joseph  Kersting  at  Glandorf.  Mr.  Kahle  was 
identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of 
Glandorf  from  1886  until  1893,  when  he  sold 
out  to  lus  partner,  and,  arranging  his  business 
affairs,  made  a three-months’  tour  of  Europe, 
accompanied  by  his  son,  Frank  G.  Kahle, 
visiting  many  places  of  interest  in  Germany, 
France,  Austria  and  Italy.  Not  the  least  in- 
teresting point  visited  was  his  ancestral  home 
at  Glandorf,  after  which  the  settlement  in  Put- 
nam county  was  named.  Returning  home, 
Mr.  Kahle  determined  to  establish  a bank  in 
Glandorf,  but  seeing  a better  opening  for  such 
an  undertaking  in  Ottawa,  he  reconsidered  his 
decision,  and  in  partnership  with  Dr.  W.  F 
Reed  and  W.  H.  Harper,  Jr.,  organized  the 
Bank  of  Ottawa,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
vice-president.  This  bank  does  a general  busi- 
ness, is  successfully  managed,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
northwestern  Ohio.  While  his  business  inter- 
ests are  in  Ottawa,  Mr.  Kahle  has  never 
changed  Ins  residence  from  Glandorf.  He  was 
married  November  24,  1875,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Miehls,  daughter  of  George  Mieh Is  Mrs.  Kahh 
was  born  m Pittsburg  Pa.,  in  1833,  and  is  die 
mother  of  the  following  children  Frank  G.,  a 
graduate  id  the  Glandorf  schools,  also  of  the 


Toledo  business  college,  and  at  the  present 
time  holds  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in 
the  Bank  of  Ottawa;  Emma  B.,  graduate  of 
the  public  schools  of  Glandorf  and  a student 
of  Winamac  seminary,  of  Indiana;  AdeliaB., 
Laura  M.,  George  W.,  Harry  I.,  Albert  L. , 
Bertha  M.  and  Mary  A. 

As  already  stated  Mr.  Kahle  is  a Catholic, 
and  his  wife  and  different  members  of  the 
family  belong  to  the  same  church.  In  politics, 
he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  democratic 
party,  and  as  such  wields  a potent  influence  in 
its  councils  in  Putnam  county.  In  matters 
educational  he  has  always  manifested  a lively 
interest,  and  to  him  more  than  to  any  other 
man  are  the  schools  of  Glandorf  indebted  for 
their  efficiency.  Mr.  Kahle  has  met  with  suc- 
cess such  as  few  attain,  and  has  been  through- 
out life  a thorough  business  man,  full  of  hon- 
esty and  integrity.  He  is  among  the  wealthy 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Putnam  county 
and  his  name  is  without  reproach  among  his 
fellow-men. 


ICHAEL  KEHRES,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  experienced  agricultur- 
ists of  Monterey  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Reunzenheim,  Alsace,  France. 

His  grandfather,  Valentine  Kehres,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  the  above  named  village,  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  married  a Miss  Elchinger, 
who  bore  him  nine  children,  viz:  Valentine, 

Michael,  Sebastian,  Joseph,  John,  George, 
Mary,  Katie  and  Maggie.  Valentine,  the  father, 
died  in  his  native  v illage  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  a member  of  the  C atholic  church. 
His  son,  Valentine.  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  village  above  named  in 
1800,  was  also  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  mar- 
ried Annie  Morelotte,  who  was  of  French 
birth, 'and  bore  her  husband  seven  children, 
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named  as  follows:  Valentine  and  Katie,  who 

died  young;  Josephine,  Michael,  Maggie,  Kate 
and  Valentine  the  second.  Valentine,  the 
father  of  this  family,  died  in  Alsace  May  10, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  was 
also  a devout  Catholic. 

Michael  Kehres,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  February  24,  1834,  received  a very 
good  education  in  the  excellent  common  school 
of  his  native  village,  and  also  became  a car- 
penter by  trade.  He  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  taking  passage  in  a sail- 
ing vessel  at  Havre,  France,  and  arriving  in 
New  York,  after  a voyage  of  thirty-six  days, 
April  30,  1852.  He  came  directly  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  Seneca  county,  worked  on  a 
farm  for  eight  years,  and  there  married  Maggie 
Perin,  a native  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Louisa  (Fary)  Perin.  The 
father,  Andrew  Perin,  was  an  old  settler  of 
Putnam  county,  and  owned  a farm  of  160  acres 
one  mile  north  of  Ottoville,  where  he  was 
greatly  respected.  After  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Kehres  settled,  in  i860,  on  a sixty-acre 
farm  in  Monterey  township,  Putnam  county, 
and  to  this  farm  Mr.  Kehres  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  120  acres  of 
as  hue  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county,  all 
properly  cleared  up  from  the  forest  by  his  own 
hands  and  thoroughly  drained.  He  has  a 
tasteful  frame  residence  of  two  stories,  con- 
veniently arranged,  and  has  improved  the  place 
with  all  necessary  farm  buildings  of  the  most 
substantial  construction.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kehres  have  been  born  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  ten  are  still  living,  viz:  Caroline,  Lou- 

isa, Bridget,  Lizzie,  Maggie,  Mary,  Fannie, 
Josephine,  Regina  and  Michael.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kehres  are  ardent  Catholics  in  religion,  and  he 
aided  with  his  own  hands  in  the  construction 
of  the  stately  Saint  Mary's  edifice  in  Ottoville, 
to  which  he  also  contributed  from  his  means 
$200.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat.  He  is 


one  of  Putnam  county’s  most  respectable  pio- 
neers, and  has  done  much  toward  redeeming 
Monterey  township  from  the  primitive  wilder- 
ness and  making  it  the  fertile  and  productive 
garden  it  now  is.  He  has  reared  a respected 
family  of  children,  who  are  an  honor  to  their 
parents  and  a credit  to  the  land  they  live  in. 


HUGUSTIN  KEHRES,  a highly  re- 
spected farmer  of  Monterey  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Alsace,  France,  September  3,  ’847, 
and  springs  from  an  old  family  of  the  village 
of  Reunzenheim,  in  the  district  of  Bishweiler. 
His  grandfather,  Valentine  Kehres,  was  a car- 
penter, married  Mary  Elchinger,  and  of  his 
children  the  names  of  the  following  can  be  re- 
membered, to-wit:  Valentine,  Magdalene,  Se- 

bastian, Michael,  Catherine,  George,  Currie, 
Joseph,  and  John.  Valentine,  the  grand- 
father, lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  of  age,  died 
in  his  native  village,  and  is  still  remembered 
by  our  subject. 

Sebastain  Kehres,  father  of  Augustin,  also 
became  a carpenter  under  the  instruction  of 
Valentine,  his  father,  and  later  served  four- 
teen years  in  the  armies  of  Napoleon  III.  He 
married,  in  his  native  village,  Barbara  Hemtz- 
man  (died  9th  January,  1896),  a native  of 
Anenheim,  Alsace,  and  settled  down  to  his 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  1852,  in  the 
latter  part  of  March  of  which  year  he  sailed 
from  Harve,  France,  and  after  a voyage  of 
thirty-six  days  arrived  safely  in  New  \ork, 
whence  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Sen- 
eca county,  with  his  family,  arriving  May  1, 
1852.  After  working  at  his  trade  two  years 
he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods 
near  New  Riegel,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  sons,  cleared  up  a farm.  He  was  a very 
hard-working  man,  and  often,  after  laboring 
all  day  in  the  harvest  fields  for  others,  would 
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work  far  into  the  night  on  his  own  land  in  his 
anxiety  to  make  a home  for  his  family.  He 
frequently  cut  his  wheat  by  moonlight,  and 
the  next  day  his  mother,  whom  he  had  also 
brought  with  him,  would  bind  it  up.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  up  his  farm,  but,  as  his 
family  increased,  he  needed  more  land,  and  so 
disposed  of  his  Seneca  county  farm,  and  in 
November,  i860,  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
purchased  160  acres  in  Jackson  township,  of 
which  about  thirteen  acres  had  been  cleared, 
and  on  which  stood  a log  cabin.  With  the 
help  of  his  son  he  also  succeeded  in  clearing 
up  this  place  and  in  making  a good  home.  By 
his  thrift  and  industry  Mr.  Kehres  earned  the 
means  necessary  to  purchase  forty  acres  ad- 
joining his  homestead,  and  also  the  eighty- 
acre  tract  on  which  his  son  Augustin,  our  sub- 
ject, lives,  making  his  total  possessions  reach 
280  acres,  all  now  in  fine  condition  and  well 
improved. 

Mr.  Kehres  was  a man  of  more  than  ordi- 
narily robust  constitution,  was  short  of  stature, 
broad  shouldered,  heavily  knit,  and  phenom- 
enal strength,  and  well  fitted  for  the  life  of  a 
pioneer,  and  for  subduing  the  heavily  timbered 
forests  of  northwestern  Ohio.  In  politics  he 
was  a democrat,  and  in  religion  a Roman 
Catholic.  He  aided  in  building  the  first 
Catholic  church  at  Ottoville,  and  lived  to  con- 
tribute liberally  toward  the  erection  of  the 
stately  Saint  Mary's  church  of  the  same  vil- 
lage. His  marriage  was  blessed  with  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  the  sur- 
vivors being  Augustin  (our  subject),  Bridget, 
Charles,  Sebastain,  Andrew,  Elizabeth,  Bar- 
bara, John,  and  Helena — the  first  four  natives 
of  Alsace,  and  the  remainder  of  Ohio — John 
and  Helena  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county.  Mr.  Kehres  had  reached  the  age  of 
sevcntv-si\  years  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  2,  1892,  and  was  well 
known  among  the  neighbors  for  his  sterling 


worth,  strict  morality,  charitable  disposition 
and  untiring  industry. 

Augustin  Kehres,  our  subject,  was  between 
four  and  five  years  of  age  when  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents,  yet  he  still  remembers 
his  grandfather’s  death  and  many  scenes  in  the 
fatherland;  the  wagon  which  bore  the  family 
from  their  native  village,  the  ship  and  the  voy- 
age across  the  ocean.  He  received  the  ele- 
ments of  an  education  in  Seneca  county,  and 
was  about  thirteen  when  the  family  came  to 
Putnam  county,  and  can  easily  recall  the  old 
pioneer  days.  He  was  early  inured  to  hard 
work  at  clearing  land  and  at  farming.  When 
about  seventeen  years  old  he  left  home  and 
worked  on  the  state  boat  on  the  Miami  canal 
for  two  years,  and  was  then  employed  in  an 
elevator  at  Toledo  for  a short  time;  he  next 
passed  three  years  in  Upper  Sandusky,  driving 
a team;  next  was  employed  at  Massillon  at 
the  same  work  and  in  a stone  quarry.  He 
married  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  April  2 3 , 1872, 
Miss  Louisa  Marks,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Matthias  and 
Emma  (Knobloch)  Marks,  both  of  Prussia. 
The  father  was  a tailor  by  trade  and  died  at 
Canal  Fulton,  Ohio,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  the  father  of  three  children — 
Louisa,  Kate  and  P'rank. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  lived  at 
Canal  Fulton  for  a year,  and  then  returned  to 
Putnam  county,  and  March  6,  1870,  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  which  he  bought  from  his 
father,  and  of  which  ten  acres  had  been  par- 
tially cleared.  He  has  since  cleared  up  the 
entire  eighty  acres,  drained  the  land  and 
placed  the  farm  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  it  with  substantial  and 
commodious  buildings.  (1111027,  1874,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  in  the  absence 
of  the  family,  fortunately  a cyclone  passed 
over  the  farm  and  destroyed  his  dwelling  and 
barn,  but  left  uninjured  the  two  horses  con- 
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lined  in  the  latter.  He  immediately  re-erected 
his  barn  on  the  same  site,  and  twelve  years 
ago,  August  23,  1883,  when  it  was  tilled  with 
hay,  grain  and  farming  implements,  including 
a threshing  machine,  it  was  struck  by  light- 
ning and  destroyed  by  fire,  with  its  contents. 

To  Mr.  Retires  and  wife  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  two  died  infants;  the  living- 
three  are  named  Henry,  Louisa  and  Annie. 
March  6,  1876,  Mrs.  Kehres  died  in  the 

Catholic  faith — a woman  of  many  good  quali- 
ties and  the  idol  of  her  husband  and  children. 
Mr.  Kehres  next  married,  May  5,  1880,  Maria 
A.  Dun 2,  who  was  born  in  Cincinnati  March  1, 
1850,  a daughter  of  George  Dunz,  a wagon- 
maker  from  Baden,  Germany,  who  died  in 
Delphos,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  the  father  of  six  children — Maria  A., 
Annie,  Christine,  Philomena,  Lena  and  Eliza- 
beth. After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kehres 
went  to  housekeeping  on  the  old  farm,  where 
they  still  live,  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Cecile,  Ludwig,  Francis  and  Walter.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Kehres  is  a democrat,  and  has  served 
as  supervisor  eleven  years,  as  assessor  four 
terms,  as  school  director  twelve  years,  and  as 
land  appraiser  since  1890.  He  and  family  are 
all  members  of  the  Ottoville  Catholic  church. 
He  is  a self-made  man,  and  110  other  stands 
higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  has  so  long  lived  and  striven  to  serve. 


aHARLES  KEHRES,  a successful 
farmer  of  Monterey  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  and  the  head  of 
a respected  family,  is  a son  of  Sebas- 
tian and  Barbara  (1  Ieintzman)  Kehres,  was  born 
in  Alsace,  France,  February  5,  1850,  and  at 
tlie  age  of  two  years  was  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents,  and  at  the  age  of  nearly  eleven 
i amu  with  the  family  to  Putnam  county. 
They  settled  in  Jackson  township,  where  our 


subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  reared  to  the  hard  work  of  clearing  away 
the  forest  and  of  cultivating  a rugged  frontier 
farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1873,  he  was  married  at  Ottoville, 
by  Father  Mueller,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Hug,  who 
was  born  May  24,  1852,  on  the  wide,  wide, 
sea,  when  her  parents,  John  and  Maria  A. 
(Lnchtle)  Hug,  were  on  the  voyage  from  Europe 
to  America.  John  Hug  was  a native  of  Alsace, 
where  he  owned  a small  farm,  was  there  mar- 
ried, and  to  himself  and  wife  were  born  six 
children,  viz:  Mary,  Caroline,  Kate,  Louisa, 

Theresa  and  Elizabeth.  The  Hug  family  'irst 
located  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  but  shortly 
afterward  came  to  Putnam  county,  bought  a 
farm  of  forty  acres  where  Peter  Wannemacher 
now  lives,  cleared  up  the  land,  made  a v nod 
home  and  then  sold  out  and  bought  the  eighty- 
acre  tract  on  which  Mr.  Kehres  now  lives;  this 
land  he  also  cleared,  and  died  here  October 
18,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years— 
a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  in 
which  faith  he  also  reared  his  children.  He 
also  aided  from  his  means  in  the  erection  of 
the  handsome  Saint  Mary’s  church  at  Otto- 
ville, and  was  a generous  man,  a hard  worker, 
and  earned  his  property  by  his  own  sturdy  labor. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kehres  and  wife 
lived  on  this  farm  until  1880,  when  they  went 
to  Gasconade  county,  Mo.,  bought  forty  acres 
of  land,  on  which  they  resided  until  1886, 
then  moved  to  Shawnee  county,  Ivans.,  re- 
mained a year,  and  then  returned  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  in  1887,  and  settled  on  the  Hug 
homestead,  which,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Hug, 
was  deeded  to  our  subject,  who  has  drained 
and  otherwise  improved  it.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kehres  were  born  eight  children,  named 
as  follows:  John  S.,  Mary  M.,  Charles  A., 

Maria  Rosalie,  Mary  C.  Mary  Elenora,  Mary 
Sabina  and  Leo  Peter.  The  mother  of  this 
I family,  a devout  Catholic  and  a lady  of  many 
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shining  virtues,  was  called  away  from  earth  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  April  26, 
1891.  Since  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Kehres 
has  remained  unmarried,  his  household  being 
cared  for  by  his  eldest  daughter,  Mary  Matilda. 
Mr.  Kehres  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  of  the 
contributors  to  the  building  fund  of  Saint 
Mary’s  Catholic  church  at  Ottoville,  of  which 
he  is  a devout  member.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat  and  has  filled  the  office  of  supervisor. 
He  is  having  his  children  educated  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  giving  them  the  advantage  of 
every  facility  offered  in  the  township.  He  is 
a practical  farmer,  and  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive in  the  county,  and  is  respected  wherever 
known. 


NDREW  KEHRES,  of  Ottoville, 
Putnam  county,  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular hotel  men  in  northwestern  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1853.  His  father,  Sebastian  Kehres, 
was  born  January  22,  1816,  in  Alsace,  then  a 
province  of  France,  served  the  obligatory  term 
of  seven  years  in  the  French  army  and  then 
enlisted  for  an  additional  term  of  seven  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  married  in  his 
native  village  of  Reun/enheiin,  Barbara  Heitz- 
man,  and  ten  children  were  the  result,  four  of 
whom  were  born  in  Alsace  and  the  remaining 
si\  after  the  parents  came  to  America,  which 
event  happened  in  1851.  Mr.  Kehres,  on  his 
arrival,  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Seneca 
county,  on  which  he  lived  with  his  family  until 
i860,  farming  and  following  his  trade  of  car- 
penter, and  then  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
settled  on  160  acres  in  the  woods  near  Otto- 
ville. This  land  he  succeeded  in  entirely 
clearing  up  from  the  forest  and  in  increasing  to 
2 80  acres  He  was  a devout  Catholic  and  as- 
sisted in  a pecuniar)  way,  and  as  a mechanic 
in  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  Catholic  chinch 


edifice  in  Ottoville,  and  died  in  the  faith  at 
about  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  an 
honored  and  respected  citizen,  and  in  politics 
was  a democrat. 

Andrew  Kehres  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Ottoville  with  his  father’s 
family.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  for 
twelve  years  after  reaching  his  majority  had  an 
interest  with  his  father  in  a threshing  machine- 
May  3,  1881,  he  married  Antoinette  Ann  Miller, 
born  in  Ohio  in  February,  1 860,  a daughter  of 
John  D.  Miller.  P'or  two  years  after  marriage 
Mr.  Kehres  lived  in  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county,  and  in  1883  started  in  the  tile  business 
in  partnership  with  ].  J.  Miller  and  Frank 
Gmeiner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Frank 
Gmeiner  & Co.,  and  for  three  years  a success- 
ful trade  was  done,  and  then,  for  one  year,  Mr. 
Kehres  was  out  of  business;  in  1890  he  went 
to  Douglas,  Ohio,  and  bought  a general  store, 
kept  the  postoffice  and  was  station  agent  of  the 
Clover  Leaf  railroad  company  until  1893,  when 
he  returned  to  Ottoville  and  bought  the  Beck- 
man House,  which,  under  his  management, 
has  been  placed  in  first-class  condition,  and 
offers  to  the  traveling  public  accommodations 
of  a superior  character,  and  at  the  same  time 
is  homelike  and  comfortable—  he  proving  him- 
self to  be  a genial  landlord,  anticipative  at  all 
times  of  the  wants  of  his  guests. 

To  Mr.  Kehres  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren, viz:  Regina,  Elizabeth,  Josephine,  Clara, 
Amelia,  Ida;  Barbara  J.  and  Barbara  C.  both 
deceased.  The  parents  are  strict  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and,  like  all  the 
faithful,  have  contributed  liberally  to  assist  in 
the  erection  of  the  beautiful  Catholic  church 
building  in  Ottoville.  Mr.  Kehres  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Ohio.  In 
politics  he  is  a democrat.  He  is  a gentleman 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  is  of  ..  happy  dispo- 
sition, and  eminently  qualified  lor  the  position 
he  has  so  apropriately  chosen 


- 


■ ' *1 

>-  . y > . 

■ 

J ...  [ 

ifv.  . v,  • ;*  ‘•■•I  1 • - • . . . . ■ 'l-  ,/w,H 

--  l!- 

■ 

V- 

HK.B  * • ! , - ■ 


. . 


v 


- 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


208 


>Y»OHN  KEHRES,  of  Jackson  township, 
£ Putnam  county,  Ohio,  though  still  quite 
(1  1 a young  man,  has  already  gained  prom- 
inence and  influence  in  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  a prosperous  farmer,  living  on 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father,  and  where  he  was  born  February 
27,  1862. 

Sebastian  Kehres,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Reunzenheim,  Elsass,  P'rance 
(French  spelling,  Alsace),  on  January  22,  1816, 
where  he  was  educated  and  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  was  the  sixth  born  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  viz:  Valentine,  Mag- 

dalena, Michael,  Catherine,  Anna,  Sebastian, 
Joseph,  John  and  George,  the  last  named  now 
living  in  Findlay,  Ohio.  Sebastian  served  the 
fatherland  faithfully  for  six  years  in  the  army, 
and  about  1845  married  Barbara,  the  daughter 
of  Joe  and  Margretha  (Lang)  Hintzman.  She 
was  born  on  December  31,  1826.  For  six 
years  after  their  marriage  they  continued  to 
live  in  France,  and  on  March  25,  1857,  they 
took  passage  for  America,  and  located  in  New 
Riegel,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  he  farmed 
and  followed  his  trade  for  a number  of  years 
and  then  bought  a farm  of  forty  acres.  In 
1861  he  moved  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
160  acres  of  land,  which  he  carefully  cleared 
and  brought  to  an  unusually  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  But  the  road  to  prosperity  was 
not  always  to  be  smooth;  in  1885,  May  15, 
fire  destroyed  the  home.  He  built  himself  a 
fine  new  handsome  residence,  in  which  he  lived 
until  his  death  occurred,  April  2,  1892,  his 
widow  surviving  until  January  9,  1896,  when 
she,  too,  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years  and 
nine  days.  Mr.  Kehres  died  a faithful  member 
of  the  Catholic  church,  and  was  respected  and 
honored  by  all  He  was  a democrat  in  poli- 
ties, and  held  the  office  of  township  supervisor 
and  m hool  director.  His  family  consisted  of 
ten  children : August,  born  September  3,  1847, 


in  Elsass,  France ; Brigitta,  born  December  23, 
1848,  also  in  Elsass;  Charley,  born  in  Elsass 
February  8,  1850;  Sebastian,  also  a native  of 
Elsass,  born  January  22,  1852;  and  the  follow- 
ing six  children  born  in  America:  Andrew, 

November  30,  1853;  Barbara,  June  7,  1 S 5 5 ; 
Lizzie,  February  2,  1857  (deceased);  Eliza- 
beth, June  28,  1859;  John,  February  27,  1862, 
and  Helena,  April  3,  1864.  Of  these  children, 
August  is  now  living  on  his  farm  in  Monterey 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Brigitta  was 
married,  November  8;  1870,  to  Peter  Wurst, 
whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Magdelena  (Kiener) 
Wurst,  were  Germans,  but  had  early  emigrated 
to  America  and  located  in  New  Washington, 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born 
July  13,  1838,  but  now  lives  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Putnam  county.  Brigitta  is  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  named  Barbara,  who  (bed 
when  three  years  old;  Annie,  of  Akron,  Ohio; 
Lizzie,  of  Kalida;  Lena,  of  Douglas;  Mary, 
who  is  at  home  and  who  was  fifteen  years  old 
P'ebruary  19,  1895;  with  her,  also,  are  Sebas- 
tian, thirteen  years  old  April  25,  1895;  August, 
eleven  March  26,  1 895  ; Thersa,  nine  March  20, 
•895;  Charlie,  six  April  18th  of  the  same  year. 
They  are  all  members  of  the  Ottoville  Catho- 
lic church.  The  other  children  of  Sebastian 
and  Barbara  Kehres,  Charles  is  a farmer  in 
Monterey  township;  Sebastian,  Jr.,  is  farming 
in  Jackson  township;  Andrew  is  the  proprietor 
of  a hotel  and  saloon  in  Ottoville,  Ohio;  Bar- 
bara is  in  a convent  in  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Lizzie  is 
deceased;  Elizabeth  is  now  living  with  her 
mother  in  Ottoville;  John  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Lena  is  a clerk  at  Delphos. 

John  Kehres,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
during  his  boyhood  days  lived  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  in  his 
township.  He  was  faithful  and  industrious  in 
all  his  work,  whether  it  vv  < on  the  farm  01  in 
the  school-house.  On  June  6,  1893,  he  mar- 
ried Anna,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Bar- 


. •:< 


. , ■ • y 


■ . iH  i • * a ' 

Vv 

‘ ■ a..,,-:  ; ..  . 

f ' - 

i.i  I • > • ' * f 

' j ' ; y ' : ’ ? • • v ■ - 

' 


' 

- 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


269 


nev  and  Clara  (Grewe)  Helmkamp;  this  lady 
was  born  in  Ottoville  September  24,  1867, 
where  she  was  educated.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  died  December  26,  1875. 
Her  mother  was  married  a second  time  to  B. 
Schlagbaum  and  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  named  Dora,  Louisa,  Mary,  Joseph 
and  Rosa,  and  lives  near  Ottoville.  After 
John  Kehres  had  married  he  took  his  young 
wife  to  the  old  homestead,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  the  township.  Here  a 
beautiful  md  bright  daughter,  Hildegarde, 
was  born  to  them  May  25,  1894.  Both  hus- 
band and  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Ottoville,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Kehres 
is  a stanch  democrat. 


ACOB  KESSLER. — There  has  entered 
into  our  complex  national  fabric  no  ele- 
<8  1 ment  of  more  value  and  substantial 
worth  than  that  supplied  by  the  Ger- 
man empire,  and  to  this  source  the  subject  of 
this  review  traces  his  lineage.  His  own  life 
has  been  an  eventful  one,  and  many  points  of 
interest  may  be  related  concerning  his  career 
prior  to  the  time  when  he  settled  down  to  the 
peaceful  pastoral  pursuits  in  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Kessler's  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Rohr)  Kessler,  and 
he  was  born  in  Bishweiler,  France,  in  July, 
1828.  The  father  was  born  in  the  same  can- 
ton on  the  19th  of  March,  1789,  the  son  of 
Philip  Kessler,  a native  of  Germany.  Philip 
Kessler’s  father  was  a merchant  of  great  wealth 
and  prominence  in  Germany,  and  had  numer- 
ous trading  vessels  plying  on  the  Rhine.  Philip 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  after  which  he  left 
home  and  made  his  way  to  France,  this  act 
entailing  to  him  the  loss  of  his  inheritance. 
He  had  been  admirably  educated,  and  was 
sufficient! v self-reliant  to  gain  for  himself  suc- 


cess in  the  affairs  of  life.  In  France  he  married 
Eve  Schaliger. 

Joseph  Kessler,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Strassburg,  Germany,  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  in  1814  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Rohr,  who  was  a native  of  the 
same  canton.  Of  their  children  we  make  a 
record  as  follows:  John,  deceased;  Airs.  Mag- 
dalene Horter,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Philip  is  a blacksmith  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio; 
Michael,  deceased;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bechtel, 
deceased;  Jacob,  deceased;  Jacob  (second), 
subject  of  this  review;  Charles,  deceased; 
Louis,  a farmer  near  Miller  City,  Putnam 
county;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Brankle,  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  of  Carroll  county. 

After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject 
resided  in  Bishweiler,  France,  until  1831,  when 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Car- 
roll  county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
and  there  passed  the  residue  of  his  days,  living 
to  attain  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-five 
years.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  and  in 
religion  he  clung  to  the  faith  of  his  fathers, 
being  a devoted  memberof  the  Catholic  church. 

Jacob  Kessler,  our  subject,  was  about  five 
years  of  age  at  the  time  that  his  parents  left 
Havre,  by  sailing  vessel,  for  America,  and  he 
was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead  in  Car- 
roll  county,  and  here  received  his  education. 
He  continued  his  residence  in  Carroll  county 
until  1848,  having  in  the  meantime  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade.  In  Ihe  year  noted  he  went 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
work  at  his  trade  for  a period  of  five  vears, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  a seafaring  life, 
sailing  the  great  lakes  for  a score  of  years,  and 
encountering  many  vicissitudes  and  perils.  He 
sailed  on  board  a number  of  different  vessels, 
and  twice  encountered  shipwrc<  k,  escaping 
once  on  the  ice  and  the  second  time  in  an  open 
boat.  The  most  of  the  time  he  served  as  stew- 
ard on  the  lakes,  and  in  the  ccnti  nnial  year. 
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1876,  he  abandoned  the  lakes  and  came  to 
Putnam  county,  where  he  effected  the  pur- 
chase of  a farm  of  140  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  the  sum  of  $1,100,  representing  his  accu- 
mulations for  his  service  on  the  lakes.  On 
this  place  he  has  erected  an  attractive  and 
commodious  residence.  His  efforts  have  been 
attended  with  excellent  success,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  intelligent  and  honored  residents  of  the 
community.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  demo- 
crat, and  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  Kalida,  having  been  con- 
firmed by  Bishop  Purcell,  of  Cincinnati,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  said  confirmation  tak- 
ing place  at  Marseilles,  Ohio. 


EORCE  D.  KINDER  occupies  a po- 
sition of  distinctive  precedence  as  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Putnam 
county  and  editor  of  the  Putnam 
County  Sentinel,  published  in  Ottawa.  The 
son  of  Capt.  George  and  Eliza  (Schnorf) 
Kinder,  our  subject,  was  born  November  6, 
1836,  at  Franklin,  Warren  county,  Ohio. 
His  father  was  one  of  the  first  of  those  inland 
mariners,  who,  early  in  the  ’thirties,  navi- 
gated the  Miami  canal,  that  great  water  way 
of  the  state,  which  aided  so  largely  in  develop- 
ing the  resources  and  advancing  the  rapid  set- 
tlement of  that  portion  of  the  state  through 
which  it  passed.  His  mother  was  of  Pennsyl- 
vania-German extraction.  Our  subject  had 
three  brothers,  the  eldest  of  whom,  William 
R.  Kinder,  was  with  the  party  which  ran 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  after  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war. 
He  was  afterward  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Hamilton  Telegraph,  which,  under  his  direc- 
tion, was  one  of  the  most  influential  newspa- 
pers in  the  southern  part  of  Ohio.  Upon  his 
election  to  the  office  of  probate  judge  of  Butler 
county,  however,  he  disposed  of  the  paper, 


and  died  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
office  for  which  he  was  elected.  The  next 
brother,  John  E.,  was  for  a long  time  con- 
nected with  the  revenue  department  of  the 
government  service  and  his  death  occurred  at 
his  home  in  Miamisburg,  where  his  son 
Charles  is  now  postmaster  and  the  owner  and 
editor  of  the  Miamisburg  News.  The  third 
brother,  Clinton  B.,  is  the  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Rockford  Free  Press,  at  Rockford, 
Ohio.  From  the  above  it  is  clearly  to  be  seen 
that  the  family  has  been  well  represented  in 
journalistic  ranks. 

George  D.  Kinder,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  entered,  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
the  office  of  the  Hamilton  Telegraph,  which 
was  then  under  the  administration  of  his 
brother,  and  there  familiarized  himself  with 
the  “art  preservative  of  all  arts,”  and,  with 
the  exception  of  about  two  years  spent  at  col- 
lege, has  ever  since  devoted  his  time  to  the 
printing  business.  In  1862  he  established  the 
Erie  News  at  Sandusky  city,  this  being  one  of 
the  democratic  newspapers  which  were  pub- 
lished on  the  Western  Reserve  during  the 
years  1862  and  1863.  In  the  latter  year  he 
removed  the  material  of  the  News  office  to 
Port  Clinton,  Ottawa  county,  and  there  estab- 
lished the  Ottawa  News.  In  1865  he  dis- 
posed of  this  property  to  George  R.  Clark,  and 
forthwith  effected  the  purchase  of  the  Green- 
ville Democrat,  continuing  its  publication  for 
somewhat  over  a year,  after  which  he  sold  it 
to  the  present  owner.  He  afterward  became 
business  manager  of  the  Bucyrus  Forum,  and 
while  acting  in  that  capacity  purchased  the 
Putnam  County  Sentinel,  of  which  he  has 
ever  since  remained  proprietor,  conducting  it 
very  successfully,  building  up  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business,  and  making  the  office  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  complete  newspaper 
and  job  offices  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Kinder  was  married  in  February,  1869, 
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at  Ottawa,  to  Miss  Zella  Gordon,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Gordon,  a distinguished  resident  of 
the  place.  The  offspring  of  this  union  was 
three  children:  Zella,  Gordon,  and  George — 

the  last  named  having  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year. 

The  push  and  energy  of  his  eastern-born 
father,  coupled  with  the  thrifty  Pennsylvanian- 
German  strain  through  his  mother,  have  com- 
bined in  Mr.  Kinder  the  elements  of  a success- 
ful man,  not  only  as  regards  financial  ability! 
but  also  in  the  influence  which  he  has  been 
able  to  wield  as  an  editor,  a citizen,  and  bus- 
iness man;  while  his  inflexible  integrity  and  in- 
dependence of  thought  have  made  him  a valu- 
able counselor  in  party  action,  and  Ids  paper 
a recognized  power  in  northwestern  Ohio. 

Always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the  furnish- 
ing of  of  means,  as  well  as  in  the  advocacy  of 
every  enterprise  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  his 
town  and  county,  his  work  and  influence  have 
aided  largely  in  the  construction  of  the  admir- 
able graveled  roads  with  which  Putnam 
county  is  so  liberally  provided;  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroads  through  which  its 
development  has  been  so  rapidly  effected,  and 
in  those  town  improvements  which  have  made 
Ottawa  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  of  the 
municipalities  in  the  state,  as  touching  con- 
veniences and  public  accessories. 


^y-w^JLLIAM  W.  KELLY,  one  of  the  re- 
M IB  1 liable  business  men  of  Ottawa,  Put- 
narn  county,  Ohio,  was  born  De- 
cember 29,  1839,  near  Lewisburg, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  David  H.  and  Mary 
(Baker)  Kelly,  natives  of  the  same  state.  The 
family  to  which  Mr  Kelly  belongs  had  its 
origin  in  county'  Donegal,  Ireland,  where  John 
Kelly,  the  subject's  paternal  ancestor,  was 
born  and  reared.  John  Kelly  came  to  America 

in  the  tinn  of  the  colonies,  and  settled  in  Lan- 
15 


caster  county,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Allison)  Buchanan,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children,  John,  William,  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth.  Andrew  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  William  married  and  died  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  leaving  several  daughters;  Eliza- 
beth married  Gen.  Robert  Hannah,  and  John 
located  in  Union  county,  Pa.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Pollock.  John  and  Sarah  Kelly 
had  a family  of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz:  John,  James,  William,  Samuel,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  David,  Joseph,  Andrew,  and  Robert,  all 
of  whom  reared  families,  except  the  two  last 
named. 

John  Kelly,  the  father  of  the  above  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in 
February,  1747.  After  the  purchase  of  the 
land  from  the  Indians  in  1767,  and  before  the 
opening  of  the  land  office  in  1769,  he  located 
in  Buffalo  Valley,  a part  of  what  was  North- 
umberland county,  where  he  suffered  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  life  in  a new  and 
undeveloped  country.  He  was  almost  a giant 
in  stature,  being  over  six  feet  in  height,  vigor- 
ous and  muscular,  and  his  labors,  though 
arduous,  had  but  little  effect  on  him,  he  being 
almost  insensible  to  fatigue.  In  early  life  he 
took  a commanding  position  among  his  fellows 
and  was  made  a captain  in  the  army  and  be- 
came major  of  a regiment  before  his  twenty- 
seventh  year.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  in  the  fall  of  1776,  when  hope 
was  almost  buried  in  despair,  he  took  part  in 
Washington’s  campaign  in  New  Jersey.  He 
was  present  at  Trenton  when  the  Hessians 
surrendered,  and  assisted  in  the  masterly 
movement  on  Princeton,  by  which  the  chain 
of  communication  of  the  enemy  was  broken. 

In  the  course  of  one  of  their  retreats,  the 
commander-in-chief,  through  one  Col.  Potter, 
sent  an  order  to  Major  Kelly  to  have  a certain 
bridge  destroyed,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ad- 
vance of  the  British,  who  wore  then  in  sight. 
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The  major  sent  tor  an  ax,  but  saw  that  the 
enterprise  would  be  attended  with  great  dan- 
ger. He  said  he  could  not  order  another  to 
do  what  some  might  say  he  was  afraid  to  do 
himself,  accordingly  he  began  cutting  down 
the  bridge,  but  before  the  task  was  accom- 
plished, the  enemy  were  within  range,  and  sev- 
eral balls  struck  the  log  upon  which  he  was 
standing.  He  proceeded,  however,  with  the 
work,  and  succeeded  so  well  that  at  last  the 
only  support  of  the  bridge,  upon  which  he  was 
standing,  broke  and  fell  into  the  swollen  stream, 
the  major  going  down  with  it.  His  comrades 
moved  on,  believing  it  impossible  for  him  to 
escape,  and  he  floated  a considerable  distance 
with  the  current  before  reaching  the  shore. 
Pie  followed  the  troops,  encumbered  with  wet 
frozen  clothing,  and  while  in  this  sad  plight 
encountered  a British  scout,  whom  he  captured, 
and  led  a prisoner  to  the  American  camp. 
History  mentions  that  the  American  army  was 
preserved  from  utter  defeat  by  the  destruction 
of  that  bridge.  After  leaving  the  army  Major 
Kelly  returned  to  his  family,  and  during  the 
three  years  following  assisted  in  protecting  the 
settlement  from  the  encroachments  of  the 
Indians.  He  became  colonel  of  a home  regi- 
ment, and  his  duty  was  to  keep  watch  and 
guard  against  the  hostiles  and  prevent  their 
incursions  into  the  settlements.  So  dangerous 
were  the  savages  that  at  one  time  the  country 
was  abandoned  and  left  to  their  mercy.  Col. 
Kelly  was  the  first  to  return,  others  following 
him  later,  and  for  at  least  two  years  the  peo- 
ple were  obliged  to  carry  their  rifles  to  the 
fields  in  order  to  protect  themselves  while  at 
work.  The  Indians  seemed  to  have  a special 
hatred  toward  Col.  Kelly  and  resolved  upon 
his  death,  but  were  afraid  to  meet  him  openly. 
One  night  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  that 
they  were  near  his  house.  Accordingly,  he 
arose  in  the  early  morning,  and  looking 
through  the  crevices  of  his  log  cabin,  discov- 


ered two  warriors  lying  with  their  rifles  so 
presented  as  to  shoot  him  when  he  opened  the 
door.  He  fixed  his  own  rifle,  took  position, 
and  with  a string  swung  the  door  open,  upon 
which  two  bullets  were  fired  into  the  room. 
The  Indians  sprang  up  to  advance  for  the 
scalp  of  their  supposed  victim,  which  gave  him 
^n  opportunity  of  firing,  which  he  did,  wound- 
ing one,  and  causing  the  other  to  beat  a hasty 
retreat.  For  many  years  Col.  Kelly  served  as 
magistrate  of  his  county,  and  would  at  any 
time  give  up  his  own  fees,  and  it  the  parties 
were  too  poor  to  pa)’  the  constable’s  cost, 
would  settle  those  also,  in  order  to  effect  a 
compromise.  He  was  an  affectionate  father 
and  husband,  a friendly  and  hospitable  neigh- 
bor, and  his  death  occurred  in  1832,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years. 

David  Kelley,  son  of  the  above,  and  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  born  in 
November,  1798,  and  departed  this  life  in 
February,  1875,  near  Lcwisburg,  Pa.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a farmer,  and  was  a leading 
man  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He 
served  as  county  commissioner,  and  held  other 
local  offices  as  a democrat  of  the  old  school. 
In  addition  to  farming,  he  also  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  flour  for  some  years,  owning 
and  operating  one  of  the  best  mills  in  his 
county.  He  married,  in  1831,  Mary  Baker, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  February, 
181  1,  and  who  is  still  living.  David  and  Mary 
Kelly  reared  a large  family  of  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  John  A.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Pennsylvania;  Catherine 
R. , wife  of  Dr.  Lewis  Myers,  of  Fremont, 
Ohio;  Jacob  B.,  died  in  1890;  Sarah  K.,  wile 
of  Joseph  Kleckner  of  Union  county.  Pa. ; 
Robert  H.,  died  in  i860;  William  \V.,  subject 
of  this  biography;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  S. 
McCreight,  of  Lcwisburg,  Pa.;  James  B..  died 
in  1888;  Fmma  wife  of  Da\id  Frederick, 
of  Northumberland  c.ountv,  Pa.;  David  S., 
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died  in  1887;  Jane  F.,  wife  of  John  Frederick, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Clara  M.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood, and  Hugh  Brad)-  Kelly. 

William  W.  Kelly  was  reared  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  attended  such 
schools  as  the  country  afforded,  and  acquired 
a knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  at  an 
academy  in  the  town  of  New  Berlin.  In  1861 
he  came  to  Ohio,  joining  his  brother-in-law, 
Dr.  L.  B.  Myers,  at  the  town  of  Elmore, 
Ottawa  county,  where  the  latter  was  conduct- 
ing the  drug  business  and  practicing  his  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Kelly  entered  the  employ  of  Dr. 
Myers  as  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
about  five  years;  acquiring  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  drug  business  during  this  time. 
He  then  effected  a co-partnership  in  the  drug 
business  at  Ottawa,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
with  Mr.  Hauck,  and  has  since  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
the  city.  The  firm  of  Kelly  & Hauck  lasted 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
Mr.  Kelly  purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone.  He 
carries  a full  line  of  goods,  such  as  are  found 
in  first-class  establishments  of  the  kind,  and  in 
1 890  opened  a branch  store,  where  he  keeps 
for  sale  books,  stationery,  wall-paper,  etc., 
one  room  being  insufficient  for  the  business 
which  he  does.  Mr.  Kelly  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  a gate  and  fence  manufacturing 
company  of  Ottawa,  and  has  been  identified 
with  a number  of  other  enterprises  of  a busi- 
ness nature.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Home  A Savings  association  of  Ottawa  and  is 
one  of  tin  stockholders  of  the  same.  He  be- 
longs to  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M., 
Ottawa  chapter,  No.  115,  and  Putnam  coun- 
cil, No.  65.  He  lias  served  the  city  as  a mem- 
ber of  tin  common  council,  and  has  been  ac- 
tive in  pi  emoting  the  educational  interests  of 
Ottaw  a,  b\  serving  on  the  school  board.  Politi- 
cal!)', h<  is  a democrat,  and  the  Presbyterian 


church  represents  his  religious  creed.  He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  business  men  of  Ottawa,  and 
one  of  Putnam  county’s  representative  citizens. 
Mr.  Kelly  was  married  October  20,  1864,  to 
Sarah  E.  Hauck,  daughter  of  Andrew'  and 
Mary  (Beaver)  Hauck.  Mrs.  Kelly  was  born 
near  Eewisburg,  Pa.,  March  1,  1841,  and  is 
the  mother  of  four  children:  Emma  I.,  wife  of 
C.  P.  Godfrey;  William  A. ; Annie,  deceased, 
and  Mary  Z. 


aHRISTIAN  A.  KING,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  Jennings  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son 
of  John  Arnold  King,  a native  of 
Oldenburg,  Germany,  who  married  Agnes 
Von  Lehmden,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
six  children,  viz:  Agnes,  Ferdinand  J.,  Mary 

A.,  Christian  A.,  Benedena  and  Lyzetta — all 
born  in  Germany.  The  family  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  September,  1837,  and  settled  in  Fort 
Jennings,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  a year 
later  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

Christian  A.  King,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Oldenburg,  Sternfeldt,  Germany,  September  1, 
8831,  was  about  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died,  and  was  reared  in  the  woods  of 
Jennings  township  among  the  pioneers  and 
aborigines.  His  mother  was  married  to  her 
second  husband,  Francis  Werris,  when  our  sub- 
ject was  still  a mere  lad,  and  with  them  the 
latter  continued  to  reside  until  1852,  when  he 
went  to  California,  with  his  brother  Ferdinand, 
and  in  company  of  twenty-four  adventurers 
from  Ohio,  ami  other  states,  to  the  west  there- 
of. The  trip  was  made  with  mule  team  across 
the  plains,  and  eighty-five  days  wore  occupied 
in  traveling  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  Hang- 
town  (Now  Placerville),  17b  miles  from  Sacra- 
mento, Cal.  The  two  brothers  remained  at 
Placerville  about  six  weeks,  and  further  on 
met  an  old  friend,  Charles  Newman,  and  were 
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employed  by  him  on  his  ranch,  thirty-five  miles 
above  Sacramento,  for  three  months,  then 
went  np  the  river,  worked  a ranch  of  their  own 
for  two  years  or  longer,  and  then  returned 
home,  via  the  isthmus  and  the  city  of  New 
York,  having  been  absent  four  years  and 
twenty-one  days,  and  having  secured  sufficient 
means  for  a good  start  in  life.  His  mother, 
now  quite  aged,  was  the  owner  of  146  acres  of 
land,  and  this  farm  our  subject  conducted  for 
the  next  four  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  King  took  place  at 
Delphos,  Ohio,  January  [4,  i860,  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Herminghuysen,  daughter  of  Ernest 
and  Mary  (Roberstien)  Herminghuysen.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Holland  and  settled  in 
Delphos  in  1843;  they  had  a family  of  eight 
children,  named  Ernest,  Frank,  Gertrude, 
Andy,  Adrian,  Mary,  Henrietta,  and  Theodosia 
— all  born  in  Holland  with  the  exception  of 
Theodosia,  who  is  a native  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio.  The  father  had  been  a druggist  in  the 
old  country,  was  well  to  do,  and  on  coming  to 
Putnam  county  bought  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
one-half  mile  southwest  of  P'ort  Jennings,  on 
which  he  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  about’ 
forty-one  years,  a member  of  the  German  Re- 
form church.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  King 
settled  on  his  portion  of  the  homestead,  which 
comprised  twenty-eight  acres  only,  but  this  he 
has  now  increased  to  129  acres — all  nicely 
cleared  and  partly  located  in  the  village  of 
Fort  Jennings.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
King  by  this,  his  first  marriage,  are  three  in 
number  and  are  named  Antone,  Arnold  B.  and 
Ferdinand  H.  The  death  of  Mrs.  King  took 
place  January  14,  1865,  aged  twenty-five  years 
and  ten  days — a sincere  Catholic  in  her  relig- 
ions belief.  The  Second  marriage  of  Mr.  King 
was  solemnized  September  3,  1867,  with  Miss 
Mary  Herminghuysen,  sister  of  his  deceased 
w ife,  and  this  union  lias  been  blessed  with  six 
children,  named  Ernest,  Louie,  Frank,  John, 


Eddie  and  Gertrude.  Mr.  King  is  himself  a 
Catholic  and  is  rearing  his  children  in  the  same 
faith,  while  Mrs.  King  adheres  to  the  faith  of 
her  parents,  the  Lutheran  or  German  Reform. 
In  politics  Mr.  King  is  a stanch  democrat  and 
has  held  the  office  of  supervisor,  and  is  justly 
esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  respectable  resi- 
dents of  Jennings  township,  and  his  well  reared 
family  enjoy  an  equally  large  share  of  their 
neighbors’  regard. 


ENRY  KISSEL,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  experienced  farmers  of  Van 
Buren  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Dauphin  county, 
Pa.,  April  30,  1827.  At  the  age  of  three 
years,  or  in  1830,  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents,  who  settled  in  Crawford  county,  where, 
a short  time  afterward,  the  father  died,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  three  children,  with  no  means 
on  which  to  live.  She  was,  however,  a brave 
woman  and  a loving  mother,  and  would  fre- 
quently work  at  spinning  all  night  in  order  to 
earn  a trifle  with  which  to  help  in  supporting 
her  family.  Henry  being  the  only  son  was 
early  set  to  work  at  anything  he  could  find  to 
do,  to  increase  the  family’s  income.  He  was 
quite  a stout  lad,  and  willingly  worked  at 
farming,  and  later  in  a factory  at  making 
screens  for  fanning  mills,  such  articles  being- 
then  made  by  hand.  As  he  worked  by  the 
piece,  and  was  ambitious  and  anxious  to  earn 
money,  he  wore  his  fingers  almost  bare  at  the 
ends,  and  was  really  what  is  known  at  the 
present  day  as  a “hustler.”  Some  time  later 
his  employer  decided  to  change  his  location 
and  to  take  our  subject  as  an  apprentice,  the 
terms  being  that  the  latter  was  to  serve  three 
years  for  his  board  and  lodging,  and  at  the 
end  of  his  apprenticeship  was  to  have  a new 
suit  of  clothes  and  a set  of  planes,  and  in  the 
meantime  receive  nine  months’  schooling.  1 he 
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terms  were  faithfully  carried  out  by  our  subject, 
but  the  employer  was  remiss  on  his  part,  as  he 
gave  his  apprentice  but  six  months’  schooling. 
On  his  return  home  he  found  his  mother  alone 
and  sick  and  dependent  on  her  neighbors,  his 
two  sisters  having  married  during  the  interval. 
As  our  subject  had  no  money,  he  found  a job 
at  cutting  corn,  and  earned  enough  to  pay  for 
the  supplies  needed  by  his  mother  during  the 
coming  winter,  and  the  next  spring  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a wheat-fan  factory,  in  which  he 
worked  all  the  season.  The  following  two 
years  he  worked  by  the  month  at  carpentering, 
and  by  this  time  he  had  earned  enough  to 
build  a small  house  for  his  mother  and  himself. 
About  this  time  a sister  came  from  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  assisted  for  a short  time  in 
caring  for  the  aged  parent,  and  then  returned 
to  her  own  home.  Mr.  Kissel  then  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  bedsteads,  prospered, 
and  in  1856  married,  took  his  bride  home  and 
for  a year  lived  with  his  mother.  He  also 
continued  to  work  at  carpentering,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  all  three  went  to  live  with  the 
father-in-law  for  a year,  Mr.  Kissel,  in  the  in- 
terval, selling  his  house  and  buying  a six-acre 
tract,  on  which  was  a cheap  house,  and  to 
this,  subject,  mother  and  wife  moved.  He 
had  gone  partly  in  debt  for  this  place,  but  he 
was  industrious  and  continued  at  work  as  a 
carpenter  and  soon  had  the  place  clear  of  debt. 
He  then  built  onother  house,  in  which  they 
all  lived  until  1869,  when  he  sold  and  came 
to  Putnam  county,  where  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent place  of  eighty  acres  in  Van  Huren  town- 
ship. Of  this  farm  ten  acres  had  been  cleared, 
and  there  was  upon  it  a small  house.  Mr. 
Kissel  has  now  sixty  acres  cleared,  ditched, 
tiled  and  well  cultivated;  has  a good  house 
and  barn,  and  an  orchard,  the  trees  of  which 
he  brought  on  his  back  from  Leipsic. 

Mr.  Kissel  piarried  Miss  Barbara  Wert,  a 
daughter  of  David  Wert,  a farmer  of  Craw- 


ford county,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children — all  boys,  viz: 
David  H.,  a farmer;  George,  who  farms  the 
home  place;  Martin  L.,  who  died  at  seven 
years  of  age;  John,  on  the  home  farm;  Joseph 
F.,  a railroad  employee  in  Colorado,  and 
Charles  R.,  at  home.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Kissel,  for  a few  years  after  he  settled  in  Put- 
nam county,  lived  with  a daughter  in  Craw- 
ford county,  and  then  joined  her  son,  with 
whom  she  lived  five  or  six  years,  when  she  re- 
turned to  Crawford  county,  where  she  died  a 
year  or  two  later,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  Of  her  three  children, 
Delilah  married  Joseph  Bolinger,  and  resides 
in  Brazil,  Ind.;  the  second  in  order  of  birth  is 
our  subject,  and  the  third,  Maria,  married 
George  Noblet,  of  Crawford  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Noblet  are  both  now  deceased,  and  have 
left  a family  of  eight  children,  all  residing  in 
Crawford  county.  Mr.  Kissel,  besides  being  a 
good  and  faithful  son,  has  been  an  equally 
good  and  faithful  citizen.  He  and  wife  are 
devout  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
he  has  filled  some  of  the  school  offices.  He 
has  witnessed  the  many  stupendous  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  Putnam  county  since 
1869,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  many  of  them,  and  can  indeed  look 
back  on  a well  spent  life,  the  fruits  of  which 
he  is  now  enjoying — honored  by  a respected 
family  and  a large  circle  of  devoted  friends. 


HBRAHAM  KITCHEN,  ex-soldier,  ex- 
mayor of  Dupont,  and  a leading  citi- 
zen of  that  thriving  city,  is  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Katherine  (Willard) 
Kitchen,  and  was  born  in  New  Portage,  Sum- 
mit county,  Ohio,  January  16,  1841.  The 
father,  Samuel  Kitchen,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania June  5,  1816,  and  when  a small  child 
was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents,  who  set- 
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tied  near  Massillon,  where  he  received  a com- 
mon-school education  and  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing. He  was  first  married,  about  1839,  to 
Katharine  Willard,  a daughter  of  Henry  Wil- 
lard, the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  two 
children—  Abraham,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  and  William  H.,  who  died  in  1862, 
while  serving  in  defense  of  his  country.  Mrs. 
Katharine  Kitchen  was  born  in  Summit  county 
January  18,  1818,  and  was  the  third  daughter 
in  the  following  family  born  to  her  parents: 
Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  George  I'rease,  of 
Henry  county,  Ohio;  Polly,  deceased  wife  of 
James  Robinson,  of  Summit  county;  John,  of 
Bolivar,  Tuscarawas  county;  Abraham,  de- 
ceased, of  Henry  county;  Philip,  of  Toledo; 
Katharine  (Mrs  Kitchen);  Sarah,  wife  of  Julius 
Van  Hilling,  of  Napoleon,  Ohio;  Isaac,  of  Ak- 
ron; Lewis,  near  Akron;  Margaret,  now  Mrs. 
Stover,  and  Lydia,  also  married.  Mrs.  Kath- 
arine Kitchen  died  about  the  year  1845,  and 
the  bereaved  husband  took  for  his  second  help- 
mate Adra  Van  Hilling,  a native  also  of  Sum- 
mit countv,  born  in  1826.  Her  death  took 
place  in  1891,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  Kitchen:  Cyrus,  deceased; 

Henry  G.,  of  Ottawa;  Emma,  wife  of  Hiram 
Perky,  of  Kansas;  Sylvester  V.,  who,  with  his 
family  of  five,  was  burned  to  death  at  Port 
Madison,  Iowa;  George,  of  Ottawa  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Samuel  M.,  of  Perry 
township,  same  county;  Thomas,  of  Bluffton, 
Ohio;  Clara,  wife  of  Vincent  Badman,  of  Ot- 
tawa township,  Putnam  county,  and  William 
E.,  of  Perry  township.  After  his  first  marriage 
Mr.  Kitchen  resided  on  a farm  near  New  Port- 
age until  1846,  when  he  brought  his  family, 
with  an  ox-team,  to  Putnam  county  and  set- 
tled on  a tract  of  wild  land,  on  which  he  built 
a log  house  and  cleared  up  a farm  from  the 
forest,  on  which  he  lived  until  called  from 
earth  in  1892,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  had  been  for 
many  years  a member  and  liberal  supporter 
financially.  He  was  a very  able  farmer,  a 
pioneer  of  Putnam  county,  a public-spirited 
citizen,  in  politics  a democrat,  and  a gentle- 
man who  won  and  held  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Abraham  Kitchen,  whose  name  stands  at 
the  opening  of  this  biography,  was  educated 
in  the  little  pioneer  school-house  of  his  dis- 
trict in  Putnam  county,  and  reared  on  the 
home  farm.  On  August  21,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  company  H.  under  Capt.  Sydney  F.  Moore, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  for  three  years,  and  served  through 
the  trying  campaigns  of  Kentucky,  - 1st 
Tenn.,  Georgia  and  Alabama,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  Mossy  Creek,  east  1 en- 
nessee,  Dalton,  Ga.,  Resaca,  Burnt  Hickory, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  New  Hope  church,  At- 
lanta, Franklin,  Tenn.,  second  day  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  Fort  Anderson  and  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  and  numerous  engagements  of  less  note, 
as  well  as  many  skirmishes,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.  C..  June  24,  1865. 
On  his  return  home  he  taught  school  a term, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Cuba,  Ohio,  for  eleven  years,  doing  a very 
profitable  trade,  and  during  this  interval  was 
census  enumerator  for  live  townships.  In 
1878  he  traded  his  store  for  land  in  Greens- 
burg  township,  Putnam  county,  but  was  com- 
pelled, by  ill  health,  to  relinquish  hard  labor 
for  awhile,  and  in  1880  engaged  in  jobbing 
lumber,  moving  to  Dupont  in  1881,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  lumber  trade  until  1893. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kitchen  took  place 
May  29,  1872,  to  Miss  Sylvia  Remaster, 

daughter  William  S.  and  Martha  A.  (Cornell) 
Remaster.  This  lady  was  born  in  Greensluirg 
township  in  January,  1846,  and  has  made  her 
home  thrice  happy  by  giving  birth  to  three 
children,  viz:  William  Wallace,  Flora  (de- 
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ceased)  and  Eugene  C.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Kitchen  was  a native  of  West  Virginia  and  her 
mother  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio;  both  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  Mrs.  Kitchen  also  takes  much  inter- 
est, being  an  active  member.  Mr.  Kitchen, 
though  not  a church  member,  contributes 
freely  to  the  support  of  all  religious  bodies  and 
to  educational  and  good  causes;  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Kalida  lodge,  No.  280,  F.  A A.  M.,  and 
of  Weiser  post,  No.  9),  G.  A.  R.,  of  Dupont; 
m politics,  he  is  a stanch  republican,  and  by 
that  part)  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Greensluirg  township,  holding  the  position  six 
years,  and  later  served  for  three  years  in  the 
same  office  at  Dupont;  for  two  years  he  served 
as  mayor  of  Dupont,  and  in  1895  was  com- 
missioned notary  public,  an  office  he  still  holds. 
Mr.  Kitc  hen  has  always  been  a public-spirited, 
active  citizen,  and  an  energetic  business  man; 
he  is  highly  respected  in  the  community  and 
exceedingly  popular  with  his  part)  and  the 
public  at  large,  and  although  quite  domestic 
in  his  habits,  being  deeply  attached  to  his 
family,  he  can  always  be  relied  upon  to  take 
an  active  part  in  any  movement  designed  for 
the  public  good,  be  it  in  time  of  war  or  in  time 
of  peace 


AG  OB  KITCHEN,  one  of  the  oldest 
citizens  of  Greensburg  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Colum- 
bia count)',  Pa.,  May  20,  1814,  a son 
Wheeler  and  Ague's  (Shoemaker)  Kitchen, 
l'lie  father,  Wheeler  Kitchen,  was  born  in 
New  Jeiv  v in  1790,  and  was  a son  of  Samuel 
Kitchen,  aDo  a native  of  New  Jersey.  Samuel 
was  a wagon-maker,  married  a Miss  Green, 
and  mow  1 to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  bought 
land  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ! 
farming.  Me  and  will'  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  named  as  follows:  Heulah,  I 


Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Wheeler  (men- 
tioned above),  Mary,  Poll)’  and  another. 
Wheeler  Kitchen  learned  the  wagon-maker’s 
trade  under  his  father,  and  with  him  went  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Miss  Shoe- 
maker, the  result  of  the  union  being  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Jacob,  whose  name  opens  this 

sketch;  Samuel  and  William,  deceased;  Joseph 
and  Wheeler  G.,  of  Illinois,  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  George  Miller,  a farmer  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio.  Wheeler  Kitchen, 
after  his  marriage,  farmed  in  Pennsylvania  un- 
til 1817,  when  he  brought  his  family,  in  a 
wagon,  to  Ohio,  and  entered  a tract  of  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Stark  county,  which  he 
cleared  and  resided  upon,  farming  and  working 
at  his  trade  until  1845,  when  he  traded  his 
farm  for  land  in  Ottawa  township,  Putnam 
county,  and  here  he  spent  the  remainder  - >f  his 
life,  dying  about  the  year  1855.  Mrs.  Agnes 
(Shoemaker)  Kitchen  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania about  1794,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  died 
about  1857. 

Jacob  Kitchen,  our  subject,  received  his 
education  at  the  hands  of  his  mother,  and  was 
reared  to  farming  on  the  homestead  in  Stark 
county.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1838, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Lucas,  daughter  of  Jacob  Lucas, 
a native  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  daughter’s  marriage  a resident  of 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  To  the  union  of  Jacob 
and  Eliza  Kitchen  were  born  thineen  children, 
of  whom  live  died  in  childhood  those  that 
reached  mature  age  were  named  as  follows: 
John,  of  Kieferville,  Putnam  county;  Samuel, 
deceased;  Jacob,  farmer  of  Greensburg  town- 
ship; Agnes,  widow  of  Nelson  Ellis;  Wheeler, 
of  whom  further  mention  will  be  made  below; 
James,  married  and  residing  in  Henry  county, 

I Ohio;  Jordon  and  Margaret,  both  deceased. 

In  1845  Jacob  Kitchen,  our  subject,  brought 
I his  young  family  to  Putnam  county,  and  here 
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he  has  cleared  more  than  one  farm  from  the 
woods,  and  has  passed  many  long  years  with 
the  pioneers,  as  well  as  many  with  the  ad- 
vanced and  progressive  farmers  of  the  present 
day;  in  1870  he  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  he  has  fully  developed,  and  here,  in 
1872,  his  faithful  wife,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1818,  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Kitchen  is  himself  a member  of  the  United  I 
Brethren  church  and  contributes  liberally  to- 
ward its  support.  He  is  now  over  four-score 
years,  and  his  work  tells  the  story  of  an  in- 
dustrious and  well-spent  life.  In  politics  he 
was  formerly  a democrat,  but  is  now  a stanch 
prohibitionist.  His  declining  years  are  being 
passed  in  the  peace  and  comfort  that  he  so 
justly  deserves,  and  he  is  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all. 

W heeler  Kitchen,  son  of  above,  was  born 
March  24,  1850,  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
has  been  a life-long  farmer.  August  8,  1881, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Malissa  An- 
drews, daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha  (Bell) 
Andrews.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ottawa  June 
27,  1864,  and  when  a child  was  brought  to 
Greensburg  township  by  her  parents,  and  was 
here  reared  and  educated.  (See  sketch  of 
Henry  Andrews).  To  the  congenial  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kitchen  have  been  born  two 
children,  Ora  and  Ray  A.  Since  his  marriage 
Mr.  Kitchen  has  had  the  management  of  the 
old  homestead,  and  he  is  recognized  as  a skill- 
ful agriculturalist  as  well  as  a useful  citizen. 
Politically  he  is  a republican. 


EORGE  II.  KNUPP,  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  is  a native  of  Tiffin, 
Seneca  county,  Ohio.  He  was  born  on 
the  12th  day  of  May,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Prances  M.  (Ritchie)  Knupp. 
lie  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  state 


until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  the  family 
moved  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  which  place  he 
grew  to  manhood.  Mr.  Knupp’s  early  educa- 
tional advantages  were  greatly  circumscribed, 
having  been  deprived  of  school  privileges  from 
his  eleventh  year,  but,  being  of  an  inquiring 
mind,  and  actuated  by  a desire  for  knowledge, 
he  applied  himself  assiduously  to  study  as  oc- 
casions would  permit,  and  in  time  became 
I what  the  world  would  consider  a deeply-read 
and  well-educated  man.  When  a young  man 
Mr.  Knupp  learned  the  jeweler's  trade  and 
followed  the  same  at  various  places,  among 
which  may  be  noted,  Fremont,  where  In  did 
his  first  work;  Plymouth,  Ind.  ; Fostoria,  Ohio, 
and  Detroit,  Mich.  In  1869  he  located  in 
Ottawa,  where  he  conducted  a fairly  remuner- 
ative business  until  1872,  when  he  removed  to 
Henderson,  Ky.,  where  he  remained  for  a 
limited  period.  Returning  to  Ottawa,  Mr. 
Knupp  resumed  the  jewelry  business,  which  he 
continued  until  the  summer  of  1876  when  he 
went  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  which  city  he  re- 
mained less  than  one  year.  In  the  meantime, 
determining  to  prepare  himself  for  the  legal 
profession,  for  which  he  had  for  sometime 
evinced  great  preference,  Mr.  Knupp,  in  the 
fall  of  1876,  began  the  study  of  the  law  in  the 
office  of  Brown  & Watts,  of  Ottawa,  continu- 
ing under  the  instruction  of  those,  gentlemen 
until  his  admission  to  the  Putnam  couiitv  bar, 
in  1878.  He  at  once  opened  an  office  and 
began  practice,  and  a short  time  thereafter 
effected  a co-partnership  with  his  preceptor, 
David  I.  Brown,  Sr.,  which  firm  lasted  three 
years.  Subsequently  he  became  associated 
in  the  practice  with  W.  H.  Diet,  now  of  Lima, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  not  been  a member  of  any  law 
firm.  Mr.  Knupp  has  a large  business  and  is 
regarded  by  the  legal  fraternity  of  Ottawa  as 
a lawyer  of  marked  ability,  and  he  is  one  who 
has  won  his  way  to  a prominent  position 
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among  the  successful  attorneys  of  Putnam 
county. 

Mr.  Knupp  served  as  mayor  of  Ottawa 
from  May,  r 878,  to  May,  1882;  was  justice  of 
the  peace  from  October,  1878,  to  June,  1886; 
acted  as  city  solicitor  two  terms,  and  for  a 
period  of  six  years  was  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  Ottawa.  Since  his  twenty-first  year 
Mr.  Knupp  has  affiliated  with  the  democratic 
party;  fraternally  he  is  an  active  member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  belonging  to  Ottawa  lodge, 
No.  325,  and  chapter,  No.  115.  Mr.  Knupp 
was  married,  October  2,  1871,  to  Miss  Helen 
J.  Brown,  daughter  of  David  I.  and  Elizabeth 
Brown — a union  blessed  with  the  birth  of  six 
children,  viz.  Lillie  F. ; Emma  E.,  a teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Lima;  Blanch  B.  ; 
t' 11a  A. ; George  R. ; and  Helen.  Mr.  Knupp 
traces  his  ancestry  to  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
the  father  having  been  a native  of  the  former 
and  the  mother  a native  of  the  latter  state. 
George  and  Frances  Knupp  had  a family  of 
seven  children,  viz:  Frances  M.,  deceased; 

Robert,  deceased;  Mary,  wife  of  Edward 
Lemon,  of  San  Diego,  Cal. ; Martin,  attorney 
at  law,  Napoleon,  Ohio;  Anna,  wife  of  D.  W. 
Holbrook,  of  Cleveland;  Emma,  wife  of  W.  L. 
Lemon,  of  San  Diego,  Cal.;  George  H.,  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  and  an  infant  that  died 
unnamed. 


UBERT,  HUBER,  M.  D.,  a promi- 
nent physician,  and  leading  druggist 
of  Ottowa,  was  born  in  Villingen, 
Baden,  Germany,  in  February,  1830. 
He  received  a liberal  classical  education,  and 
was  also  thoroughly  trained,  in  later  years,  in 
the  science  of  medicine.  Inspired  with  the 
sentiments  that  should  ever  be  the  inherent 
characteristics  of  free-born  men,  lie  volun- 
teered, while  still  a student  of  medicine,  in  the 
revolutionary  forces  of  his  native  land,  under 


Gen.  Franz  Sigel,  in  1848,  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  off  the  tyranical  yoke  of  the  then 
despotic  rule  of  Germany,  but,  in  consequence 
of  the  disastrous  failure  of  the  patriots,  our  sub- 
ject was  compelled  to  seek  a refuge  on  the  free 
soil  of  the  republic  of  Switzerland,  whence,  in 
1852,  he  found  his  way  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  New  York. 

After  five  months  of  wandering  through 
the  country,  with  no  employment,  the  doctor 
met,  by  accident,  an  old  friend,  by  whom  he 
was  induced  to  come  to  Ohio  and  locate  in 
Glandorf,  where  he  arrived  June  19,  1853,  and 
followed  his  profession  until  1882,  when  he 
moved  to  Ottowa.  Here,  the  same  year,  he 
erected  a fine  three-story  brick  building,  known 
as  the  Huber  block,  in  which,  the  year  follow- 
ing, he  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  The 
doctor  has  since  continued  this  lme  of  trade, 
in  connection  with  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  at  this  time  has  the  largest  stock  of 
drugs  in  Putnam  county.  His  building  is  one 
of  the  best  blocks  in  the  city,  containing  two 
fine  business  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  a 
number  of  rooms,  designed  for  offices,  in  the 
second  story,  while  the  third  floor  is  occupied 
by  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  also  owns  a beautiful  brick  residence  on 
Main  street,  and  has  been  very  successful  finan- 
cially, in  his  business  and  profession.  The 
doctor  was  married,  November,  1 853,  to  There- 
sa Bockhold,  has  a family  of  seven  children 
and  takes  great  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters. He  spent  about  nine  months  as  surgeon 
in  the  late  war,  is  a self-made  man,  and  is 
honored  and  esteemed  by  the  community, 
whose  confidence  he  fully  enjoys. 

The  doctor,  having  received  his  medical 
diploma  in  the  old  country,  was  possessed  of 
a thorough  knowledge  of  his  profession,  which 
knowledge  has  been  greatK  augmented  by 
actual  practice  in  his  new  home  in  Ottowa, 
Putnam  county. 
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ETER  RUNG  MAN,  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  Jennings  township,  Putnam 
counts',  Ohio,  descends  from  an  ante- 
Revolutionary  Pennsylvania  family  of 
German  origin,  his  great-grandfather  having 
been  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica. Peter  Klingman,  son  of  this  immigrant 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  there  married,  and  reared 
nine  children. 

George  Klingman,  the  sixth  of  the  above- 
mentioned  nine,  and  father  of  our  subject,  w'as 
born  in  Union  counts’,  Pa.,  September  20, 
1890,  and  served  in  the  svar  of  1812,  svas  a 
farmer,  and  married  Rebecca  Clark,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Clark,  ssho  had  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary svar,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  as  follosvs:  Peter,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 

Rebecca  J.,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy,  all 
born  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  George  Klinginan 
came  to  Ohio  in  1817  and  cleared  up  a farm 
of  forty  acres  in  Stark  county,  and  in  1839 
moved  to  Crasvford  county,  where  he  bought 
160  acres,  cleared  it  partly  up,  and  in  March, 
1846,  came  to  Putnam  county  and  purchased, 
near  Columbus  Grove,  160  acres,  a small  part 
of  svhich  had  been  cleared,  but  died  in  Colum- 
bus Grove  the  follosving  August  without  set- 
tling, as  he  intended.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kling- 
man svere  members  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Klingman  svas  a 
democrat.  He  svas  a man  of  energy  and  in- 
dustry, ss’as  a typical  pioneer  farmer,  assisted 
in  clearing  up  three  counties  in  Ohio — Stark, 
Crassford  and  Putnam— and  died  without  a 
blemish  on  his  good  name. 

Peter  Klingman,  our  subject,  svas  born  in 
Staik  counts,  Ohio,  March  22,  1 8 1 7,  was  edu- 
cated m an  old-lashioncd  log  school-house  of 
the  frontier  dass,  and  svas  early  inured  to  the 
lnu i1  ships  of  pioneer  farm  life.  I le  also  svorked, 
ss  lie’  a sailing  man,  in  a lullmg-mill,  and  at  the 
age  of  tsventy-tsvo  years  ss’cnt  to  ( 1 ass  ford  I 


countv  and  svorked  for  his  father  in  a carding- 
inill.  He  then  married,  November  2,  1848, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Pruden,  ssho  was  born  Febru- 
ary 9,  1818,  in  Seneca  counts',  N.  Y.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ezra  B.  and  Rachael  (McFarland)  Pru- 
den. To  this  union  svere  born  seven  children, 
viz:  Rebecca  J.,  Alberta,  William,  Elizabeth 

(died  at  the  age  of  forts'  years),  Mary  L.,  Peter 
(died  at  thirteen)  and  Ann.  In  April,  1850, 
he  came  to  Columbus  Grove,  and,  his  father 
being  dead,  he  assumed  the  management  ol 
the  farm,  cleared  it  up  and  improved  it  and 
made  it  his  home  for  fifteen  sears,  then  sold 
out,  and  in  1865  bought  120  acres  of  svhich 
he  still  retains  eighty  for  his  ossm  use.  In  1 860 
he  lost  his  ssife,  who  died  at  Columbus  Grove, 
and  in  1862  he  married,  in  Marion  tosvnship, 
Allen  counts’,  Mrs.  Annie  Ferguson,  a svidosv, 
svho  was  born  September  12,  1822,  in  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,,  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
(Beemer)  Yant.  Her  father,  Michael  Yant, 
svas  a native  of  Pennsylvania  of  German  de- 
scent, and  svas  a son  of  John  Yant,  ss  ho  served 
seven  years  in  the  Revolution,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Brandywine,  and 
others,  and  passed  the  terrible  winter  at  \ al- 
ley Forge  svith  Washington,  made  so  famous 
for  the  suffering's  of  the  patriots.  He  ss  ith 
his  wife,  Eve,  became  an  early  settler  of  I us- 
carasvas  county,  Ohio,  and  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  sears.  Michael  Yant, 
father  of  Mrs.  Klinginan,  svas  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  about  1790,  and  came 
syhen  a boy  to  Tuscarasvas  county,  Ohio. 
Mary  (Beemer)  Yant,  mother  of  Mrs.  K bug- 
man,  svas  a daughter  of  Isaac  Beemer,  of  l us- 
carasvas  county,  svheie  she  svas  born  of  Hol- 
land descent  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \ ant  settled  in 
Allen  counts,  Ohio,  111  1843,  and  svere  the 
parents  of  ten  children  Michael  Yant  died  in 
September,  1871,  aged  eighty-tsso  years,  and 
his  ss  ile  died  m May,  187;.  aged  sevent  s -ses  cn, 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  church 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klinginan 
continued  to  reside  on  the  farm  nor  Columbus 
Grove  until  1865,  when  they  came  to  Jennings 
township.  They  had  born  to  them  one  child, 
Mary  E.  To  her  first  husband,  James  Fergu- 
son, Mrs.  Klinginan  bore  four  children,  Henry, 
Margaret,  Simon  and  Catherine.  Mr.  Furgu- 
son  came  from  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and 
died  on  his  farm  in  Allen  county,  a highlv  re- 
spected farmer.  Mrs.  Klinginan  had  four 
brothers  in  the  late  Civil  war,  viz:  Michael, 
of  company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  fought  at  Resaca, 
Franklin,  Nashville,  Buzzard’s  Roost  and  else- 
where; Abraham  and  William  were  in  coin- 
pan)  A,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth, and  were 
at  Kingston,  Ga.,  etc. — William  dying  in  New 
Berne,  N.  C.,  and  Samuel  was  in  company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety-second  Ohio  regi- 
ment of  infantry. 

Mr.  Klinginan  is  in  politics  a republican, 
but  has  never  been  afflicted  with  a desire  for 
public  office,  although  he  has  been  remark- 
ably public  spirited  and  has  served  as  member 
of  the  school  board  and  as  supervisor,  and  has 
been  postmaster  at  Rush  more  for  twelve 
years.  His  integrity  has  been  proverbial  and 
his  moral  character  has  never  for  a moment 
been  impugned  by  any  individual,  whoever 
knew  him.  He  has  always  had  in  view  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
in  February,  1893,  laid  out  the  Peter  Kling- 
inan addition  to  Ruslnnore  in  order  to  afford 
better  residence  accommodations  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  thriving  little  borough,  of  which 
the  public  has  fully  availed  itself. 

On  August  24,  1867,  while  driving  a team 
with  a load  of  stone,  the  horses  took  fright  and 
ran  awav,  crushing  Mr.  Klingman's  leg  so  it 
had  to  be.  amputated,  thus  making  him  a 
marked  man  for  life,  although  he  may  be 
thankful  that  the  mishap  was  not  of  a more 
serious  charnctei . 


S>  ERMAN  KOHL.— One  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  influential  farmers  in 
| Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  Herman 
Kohl,  whose  father,  Henry  Kohl,  was 
born  in  the  little  hamlet  of  Oldenburg,  in  the 
grand  duchy  of  the  same  name  in  Germany, 
in  1791,  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a farm 
and  gained  what  education  he  could.  About 
1824  he  married  Sophia  Cottonbrook,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  village  in  1795.  Eight 
years  after  their  marriage  (in  1832)  they  left  the 
fatherland  and  came  to  America  and  first  set- 
tled in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  they  remained 
one  year,  and  then  moved  down  the  beautiful 
Ohio  river  to  Cincinnati,  but  remained  there 
only  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1835  came 
to  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  and  bought  a 
tract  of  uncleared  land,  and  hopefully  set  to 
work  and  cleared  a farm  and  made  a home. 
They  were  blessed  with  the  following  children: 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  Bernard  Wubken,  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Leipsic,  Putnam  county;  Eliza- 
beth, married  to  Henry  Closterman,  a furni- 
ture manufacture  of  Cincinnati;  John,  a farmer 
near  Ottawa;  Henry,  deceased;  William,  now 
living  on  a farm  near  Ottawa;  Anthony,  de- 
ceased, and  Herman  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  in  Ottawa,  Putnam  county, 
January  6,  1843.  The  father  prospered  and 
accumulated  considerable  property;  he  had 
begun  with  nothing,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1876,  he  left  much  to  his  children.  His  good 
wife  survived  him  six  years.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Glandorf  Catholic  church. 

Herman  Kohl,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  was  given  a 
good  education,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  live  years.  On 
June  3,  1873,  he  married  Anna,  the  daughter 
of  Anthony  and  Caroline  Von  I ehmden  'see 
sketch),  born  in  this  county  in  October,  1847. 
Both  hei  parents  weie  natives  of  Germany  and 
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later  had  located  in  Fort  Jennings.  The 
mother  has  two  brothers  in  this  country — 
Anthony,  living  in  the  state  of  Washington, 
and  Barney  J.,  of  Jennings  township.  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  After  marriage  the  young 
couple  located  near  New  Cleveland,  Putnam 
county;  there  they  lived  eight  years,  and  there 
four  children  were  born  to  them:  Elizabeth, 

who  died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Lewis, 
who  was  born  December  30,  1875,  and  is  now 
a farmer  living  at  home;  Sylvester,  born  Oc- 
tober 20, 1877;  Emma,  born  December  25, 
1879;  with  this  small  family  they  moved  to 
Jackson  township,  where  five  more  children 
have  been  born:  Eleanor,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  six  w'eeks;  Flora,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1885;  Ida  Eleanora,  born  Novem- 
ber 19,  1887;  Arthur,  born  June  25,  1889, 
and  Irvin,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1890  Mr. 
Kohl  bought  the  old  Von  Lehmden  homestead 
across  the  river  and  moved  his  family  there. 
Here  he  has  prospered  and  still  lives,  and  is 
giving  his  children  a good  education.  He 
owns  196  acres  of  very  rich  land,  which  he 
keeps  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
is  industrious  and  progressive,  being  successful 
with  everything  he  undertakes.  He  is  popular 
with  his  neighbors  and  prominent  in  public 
life.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee.  He  and  family 
are  faithful  members  of  the  P'ort  Jennings 
Catholic  church. 


F.  KONST,  a successful  farmer  and 
merchant,  postmaster  of  Elm  Center, 
and  trustee  of  Liberty  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  Hol- 
land, and  was  born  August  8,  1837.  His  par- 
ents were  Frank  and  Phena  (Tenhaven) 
Konst,  also  natives  of  the  same  country,  where 
they  were  married  and  where  their  four  children 
were  born.  The  father  was  a shoemaker  by 


trade,  and  in  [846  brought  his  family  to  this 
country,  locating  in  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  bought  a farm  and  united  agriculture 
with  shoemaking  until  1852,  when  he  came  to 
Putnam  county  and  bought  a tract  of  wild  lands 
in  Ottawa  township,  on  which,  however,  w'as 
a small  cabin.  This  land  he  and  his  children 
soon  cleared  up  and  converted  into  a comfort- 
able home,  and  here  his  w'ife’s  death  took 
place  some  years  previous  to  his  own,  which 
occurred  about  1887.  The  four  children 
alluded  to  above  were  named  John,  who  is  a 
farmer  near  New'  Cleveland,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  L.  F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Peter, 
who  served  through  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in 
1891  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  three  children,  and  Catherine, 
wife  of  Matthias  Otto,  a farmer  residing  near 
the  old  Konst  homestead.  This  family  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  their  parents,  that  of  the 
Catholic  church. 

L.  F.  Konst,  on  arriving  at  New  York  from 
Europe  with  his  father,  passed  seven  months 
in  that  city,  and  then  lived  five  years  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  then  came  to  Ottawa 
township,  Putnam  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  was  fairly  educated  in  German 
and  English  in  the  common  schools,  and  in 
1856  left  the  home  farm  and  went  to  Cincin- 
cinnati,  found  employment  at  carpentering, 
and  remained  there  until  January,  1861,  when 
he  returned  home,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  October  8,  married  Miss  Caroline  Burk- 
hardt,  who  was  born  in  Ottawa  township,  Put- 
nam county,  in  1843,  a daughter  of  Adam 
Burkhardt,  a German  by  birth  and  a stone- 
mason, who  came  to  this  locality  in  an  early 
day  and  did  much  work  for  the  county,  and 
was  also  a prominent  farmer.  For  six  years 
he  has  been  living  in  retirement,  being  now 
eighty-seven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Burkhardt 
died  about  1885,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  the  mother  of  seven  children.  \iz: 
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Louis,  a saw-mill  man;  Theresa,  widow  of 
Charles  Stine;  Caroline,  wife  of  subject;  Jo- 
seph, a saw -mill  man;  Elizabeth,  who  first 
married  H.  Radebaugh,  then  William  Mc- 
Crary, and  then  a Mr.  Inman;  Henry,  a car- 
penter and  a farmer,  and  Martha,  wife  of  John 
Farley,  a farmer.  The  happy  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Konst  has  been  blessed  with  ten 
children,  nine  boys  and  one  girl,  viz:  Frank, 
proprietor  of  a brick  and  tile  factory,  Conti- 
nental; Charles,  employed  by  his  brother 
Frrnk;  John,  a barber  of  Geneva,  Ohio;  Jo- 
seph, Louis  and  Thomas,  farmers;  and  Martha, 
Rudolph,  William  and  Matthias,  at  home. 
All  of  this  family  are  devout  Catholics.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Konst  continued  carpenter- 
ing for  six  years,  then  rented  lands  and  farmed 
until  1882.  when  he  bought  a half-interest  in 
a saw-mill  at  Elm  Center,  and  the  same  year 
purchased  a tract  of  land,  of  which  a small 
piece  was  cleared,  but  on  which  there  was  no 
house.  Being  a carpenter  he  soon  had  a fine 
two-story  dwelling  erected  and  moved  into  it. 
He  conducted  his  saw-mill  several  years  and 
had  his  farm  of  liftv  acres  cleared  up  and  im- 
proved and  placed  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. His  dwelling,  barn  and  out-buildings 
are  model  structures  and  are  ornaments  to  the 
neighborhood  and  show  evidence  of  being 
erected  by  a master  mechanic,  while  his  farm 
is  a model  of  neatness  and  thrift. 

Mr.  Konst  was  first  to  suggest  the  estab- 
lishment' of  a post-office  at  Elm  Center,  and  in 
1887  he  succeeded  in  his  design.  He  was 
made  the  first  postmaster  and  still  holds  the 
position,  having  been  appointed  during  the 
first  administration  of  President  Cleveland  by 
Postmaster-General  William  F.  Vilas.  Mr. 
Konst  kept  the  office  the  first  year  in  his  own 
house,  and  in  1888  he  erected  a building  to 
which  lie  transferred  the  office  and  also  placed 
therein  some  articles  of  merchandise  on  sale. 
In  1 894  he  erected  a more  pretentious  build- 


ing, in  which  he  now'  conducts  the  post-office 
and  also  keeps  for  sale  a well  assorted  stock 
of  groceries,  tinware  and  miscellaneous  iner- 
! chandise,  and  is  doing  a thriving  trade.  As 
will  be  surmised,  Mr.  Konst  is  a democrat,  is 
greatly  interested  in  public  affairs  generally,  is 


• tee,  and  is  president  of  the  board,  and  has  also 
1 filled  several  of  the  minor  township  offices.  In 
fact,  he  is  the  most  active  public  man  of  his 
locality.  By  persistent  effort  he  has  succeeded 
in  securing  a telephone  at  his  place  of  business, 
and  seldom  fails  in  accomplishing  anything  he 
undertakes,  especially  if  it  is  to  result  in  a 
benefit  to  the  public.  Although  he  started  in 
business  with  no  outside  assistance,  and  with 
but  slender  means,  he  has  reared  his  ten  chil- 
dren in  respectability  and  acquired  a handsome 
competence.  Mr.  Konst  remembers  when  Ot- 
tawa was  a hamlet  of  four  families,  and  w'hen 
quite  a large  lad  his  father  was  in  the  habit  of 
sending  him  to  mill  at  Glandorf  on  foot  with  a 
bushel  of  corn  on  his  shoulder,  with  which  he 
had  to  wade  through  mud  and  water  a dis- 
tance of  three  and  a half  miles,  and  it  is  such 
early  lessons  of  endurance,  intrepidity  and  per- 
sistency that  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  business  men  of  Liberty  township  and 
Putnam  county,  where  he  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected. 


HART  KORTIER,  a well -known  citi- 
zen. of  Jennings  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Sprang,  Holland,  April  13,  1841, 
and  w'as  brought  to  America  b\  his  father  in 
1848.  His  parents  were  Cornelius  and  Arnolda 
(Haverhaultz)  Kortier,  the  former  a shoemaker, 
wdio,  on  coming  to  America,  made  his  way 
directly  to  what  is  now  known  as  Delphos, 
Ohio,  bringing  a stock  of  shoes,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  engaging  in  business,  but  died  six  weeks 
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after  his  arrival,  a liiember  uf  the  Dutch  Re- 
form church.  hie  had  been  twice  married,  his 
wives  having  been  sisters;  to  his  first  union 
were  born  two  children,  Maria  and  Wantrina, 
and  to  his  second  marriage  four  children  were 
born:  Arnolda,  Aart  (our  subject),  Arnoldos 

and  Maria,  who  were  left  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. His  widow,  Arnolda,  a few  years 
after  her  husband’s  death,  married  Frederick 
J Smit,  bore  one  child,  Johanna  F.  Smit,  and 
is  still  living  in  Fort  Jennings,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Aart  Fortier  attended  school  at  Delphos 
until  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  studying  the 
Fnglish  language  and  the  usual  primary  les- 
sons, although  he  yet  retains  his  knowledge  of 
Dutch.  From  the  time  of  his  quitting  school 
until  reaching  his  majority  he  assisted  his  step- 
father on  the  farm,  one-half  mile  east  of  Fort 
Jennings.  He  then  ran  a threshing  machine. 
April  5,  i860,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Elizabeth  Raabe,  who  was 
born  February  6,  1844,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Anne  Catherine  (Peters)  Raabe.  Henry 
Raabe  was  born  in  Germany,  November  16, 
1815,  and  came  to  Jennings  township  when  a 
voung  man,  married  here,  and  had  born  to 
him  nine  children,  and  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kortier  settled  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  and 
subsequently  purchased  the  one  on  which  they 
still  live.  They  have  had  born  to  them  five 
children,  named  as  follows:  Frederick,  Cor- 

nelius, Arnold,  Charles  and  Henry.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kortier  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  of  w hich  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
in  politics  he  is  a democrat.  When  a young 
man  he  served  as  constable,  and  has  since 
held  the  office  of  assessor,  township  treasurer 
three  terms,  and  township  trustee.  Aart 
Kortier  made  manifest  his  patriotism  in  1862, 
w hen  lie  enlisted,  October  8,  under  ( apt.  John 
Hamm,  in  company  A,  Thirty-seventh  Ohio 


volunteer  infantry,  at  Fort  Jennings,  to  serve 
nine  months.  He  took  part  in  the  siege  and 
battle  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  was  in  the  bat- 
tle and  at  the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
in  many  skirmishes  beside.  He  served  ten 
months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp 
Sherman,  Miss.,  August  7,  1863.  Mr  Kortier 
has  proven  himself  to  be  a good  and  worthy 
citizen  in  all  respects,  and  he  and  family  are 
justly  entitled  to  the  high  esteem  m which 
they  are  held  by  the  entire  population  of  the 
village  and  township. 


G^HRISTOPHKR  KORTOKRAX,  de- 
ceased, was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Monterey  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  one  of  its  most  respected 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  Prussia  in  Septem- 
ber, 1830,  but  the  names  of  his  parents  can 
not  be  recalled;  it  is  known,  however,  that  he 
had  a brother  Henrv,  and  two  sisters,  Maggie 
and  Annie,  who  all  remained  in  Germany. 
Christopher  received  a good  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land  and  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1851,  he  came 
to  America,  located  at  Delphos,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  in  the  Clark  House,  the  first  hotel 
of  that  city,  until  1834,  when  he  moved  to 
Ottoville  and  was  employed  in  a saw-mill. 
November  19,  1856,  he  married,  at  Ottov  ille, 
to  Miss  Anna  Mary  Schroder,  who  was  born 
Jul)'  25,  1839,  a daughter  of  Matthias  and 
Elizabeth  Schroder,  natives  of  Germany  and 
the  parents  of  live  chi'dren;  Henry,  Catherine, 
Anna  M.,  August  and  Clara.  Mr.  Schroder 
was  a farmer  and  came  to  America  about  the 
year  1842,  making  settlement  one  mile  north- 
west of  Delphos,  Ohio,  deep  in  the  woods. 
About  1848  he  moved  to  Ottoville  and  settled 
one  mile  west  ol  the  present  village,  on  too 
acres  of  woodland,  from  which  he  created  a 
line  farm  and  a most  comfortable  liouti  lie 
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was  one  ol  the  earliest  pioneers  and  one  of  the  i 
organizers  of  the  township  of  Monterey,  helped  ! 
to  found  the  Catholic  church  at  Ottoville,  as-  , 
sisted  in  building  the  first  church  edifice  and  : 
was  a member  of  the  first  church  council.  He  I 
was  well  known  for  his  integrity,  as  well  as  his  | 
public  spirit,  reared  a family  of  respected  chil-  j 
dren  in  the  Catholic  faith,  and  died,  about  | 
1854,  at  the  age  of  tifty-tiye  years,  honored  | 
and  helmed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Christopher  Kortokrax  and  wife,  at  their  j 
marriage,  settled  on  the  Schroder  homestead,  I 
where  all  their  children  were  born.  These  . 
were  thirteen  in  number,  and  those  who  grew  j 
to  years  ol  maturity  were  named  Elizabeth,  j 
Agnes,  Otto.  Caroline,  August  (died  at  the  age  | 
of  thirty,  Joseph  (died  aged  twenty  years),  j 
Maxiniillian,  Bernadina  and  Catherine — the  ' 
remaining  four  (King  in  their  infancy.  Mr. 
Kortorax  was  a yery  hard-working  pioneer 
citizen,  cleared  up  the  greater  part  of  the  ! 
Schroder  homestead,  and  through  Ins  untiring  ; 
industry  increased  its  dimensions  to  115  acres, 
he  also  acquired  an  additional  farm  of  eight \ 
acres  in  the  southern  edge  ol  Paulding  county. 
He  was  a pious  Catholic,  aided  in  building  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  in  Ottoville,  j 
and  also  contributed  freely  to  the  erection  of 
Saint  Maiv's.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat.  1 
He  lived  to  reach  the  age  ol  fifty-eight  years,  ! 
and  died  February  4,  1 SS 7 . He  was  an  affec-  1 
tionatc  husband  and  an  indulgent  father,  and  I 
an  honest  administrator  of  the  estate  of  his  I 
father-in-law,  and  was  highly  honored  for  his 
sterling  worth. 

Mrs.  Kortokrax  has  been  appointed  admin-  ; 
istratrix  of  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband, 
and  well  has  she  fulfilled  the  duty  imposed  up- 
on her.  She  is  now  one  ol  the  oldest  of  the 
pioneers  living  at  or  near  Ottoville,  and  al- 
though she  has  endured  the  many  hardships  of 
a frontier  life,  she  is  still  well  preserved  and  is 
honored  b\  all  her  neighbors.  Ol  her  children, 


2 SO 


Agnes  married  Henry  Hunningford,  a cooper 
of  Ottoville,  and  has  six  children;  Eliza- 
beth, who  is  married  to  Henry  Eriemoth,  a 
farmer  of  Van  Wert  county,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren; Otto  married  Caroline  Wank,  and  is  the 
father  of  five  children;  August  married  Mary 
Kramer,  but  died  without  issue,  and  Max,  a 
butcher  of  Ottoville,  married  Effie  Carpenter, 
and  to  this  union  one  child  has  been  born; 
Bernadina  is  married  to  Alexander  Hind,  and 
has  one  daughter;  Caroline  married  John  K. 
Eriemoth,  and  has  five  children,  and  lives  in 
Van  Wert  county,  Ohio. 


ATT  MIAS  KRAMER,  a popular  cit- 
izen and  employee  of  the  tile  factory 
at  Ottoville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Glandorf,  in  this  county, 
March  14,  1862.  His  grandfather,  Theodore 
Kramer,  was  born  near  the  river  Rhine,  in 
Prussia,  and  worked  in  an  extensive  iron 
furnace  when  the  iron  was  smithed  or  forged 
by  hand.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
dren, named  Laurence,  Christian,  Antony, 
Maggie,  Eva,  Annie  and  Clara.  These  chil- 
dren all  finally  settled  in  America,  coming  at 
the  same  time,  with  the  exception  of  I .au- 
rence,  the  eldest,  who  came  last. 

Christian  Kramer,  the  second  born  of  the 
above  family  and  father  of  Matthias,  our  sub- 
ject, received  a good  common  German  educa- 
tion, worked  at  the  trade  followed  by  his  father 
and  also  at  mining,  and  was  still  a young  man 
when  he  came  to  America,  arriving  at  New 
York  city;  thence  he  went  to  Buffalo,  in  the 
same  state,  where  he  arrived  at  noon,  and  at 
one  o’clock,  the  same  day,  was  at  work  as  at- 
tendant on  a hrickmason.  He  next  moved  to 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  there  married  Cather- 
ine Klee,  a native  of  Germain  and  a daughter 
of  Charles  Klee,  a miller  and  farmer,  who  died 
in  his  native  land  Mr.  Klee  had  been  twice 
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married,  and  to  his  second  union  were  born 
four  children — Barbara,  Frank,  Charles  and 
Catherine,  who  all  came  to  America,  as  did 
their  half-brothers  and  sisters.  From  Youngs- 
town Mr.  Kramer  moved  to  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  overseer  in  a cannel  coal 
mine  at  Cannelton  for  three  years.  In  1 86 1 
he  came  to  Glandorf,  Ohio,  and  bought  forty 
acres  of  cleared  land,  on  which  he  lived  until 
March,  1875  or  1876,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
and  came  to  Ottoville.  Here  he  bought  a 
cleared  farm  of  sixty  acres  one  mile  east  of  the 
town,  and  on  this  he  lived  until  his  retirement 
from  active  life,  in  1892,  when  he  went  to  live 
with  his  son  Antony,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio. 
In  politics  Mr.  Kramer  is  a democrat.  In  re- 
ligion he  and  his  wife  are  Catholic,  and  liber- 
al! v contributed  toward  the  erection  of  Saint 
Mary’s  Catholic  church  at  Ottoville,  which  is 
a monument  to  the  .zeal  and  munificence  of 
the  Catholic  population  of  the  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kramer  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  viz:  Margaret,  Antony,  Mary  (who 

died  at  the  age  of  eight  years),  Clara,  Law- 
rence, Frank,  Matthias,  Mary,  Lena,  Annie 
and  Theodore. 

Matthias  Kramer  came  to  Ottoville  with 
his  parents  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-three,  when  he  went  to  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  and  worked  in  the  same  mine  his  father 
had  worked  in  years  before,  and  also  worked 
as  a farm  hand,  making  a stay  there  for  two 
years;  he  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  mined 
coal  in  Stark  county;  in  1894  he  returned  to 
Ottoville,  and  May  1,  1895,  married  Miss 

Llizabeth  Zahner,  who  was  born  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  May  9,  1873,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Gruber)  Zahner. 
Thomas  Zahner  was  born  in  Germany,  was 
there  married  and  is  a farmer.  There  have 
been  born  to  him  and  wife  nine  children,  in 
the  following  order:  Mary,  John,  Lena,  An- 


drew, Albert,  Katie,  Elizabeth,  Francis  and 
Ann — the  first  three  in  Germany  and  the  re- 
maining six  in  America.  From  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  the  Zahner  family  moved  to 
Van  Wert  county,  with  the  exception  of  Mary, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  and  all  are  devout  Catholics  in  religion. 
Mr.  Zahner  and  his  family  live  on  a productive 
farm  of  eighty  acres  and  are  highly  respected 
by  their  neighbors.  May  8,  1895,  Matthias 
Kramer  accepted  his  present  situation  as  fore- 
man of  the  tile  works  at  Ottoville.  He  is  a 
first-class  business  man  and  well  fitted  for  the 
position;  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  stands  high  with  many  of  the  old 
German  pioneers  of  the  township  and  with  the 
community  in  general.  With  his  wife  he  is  a 
member  of  Saint  Mary’s  Catholic  church,  and 
both  live  well  up  to  its  teachings. 


ILLIAM  C.  G.  KRAUSS,  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Putnam  county 
bar  and  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Krauss  & Eastman,  of  Ot- 
tawa, is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  June  7,  1838, 
in  the  county  of  Fairfield.  His  parents.  Will- 
iam and  Catherine  (Glauner)  Krauss,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr.  Krauss  was  mostly 
reared  and  educated  in  Putnam  county,  to 
which  his  parents  moved  in  1847,  and  supple- 
mented his  common-school  training  with  a 
partial  course  at  Wittenberg  college.  He  en- 
tered that  institution  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  full  course,  but  the  prosecution  of 
his  studies  was  hindered  by  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  war,  at  which  time  he  laid  aside 
his  books  and  tendered  his  services  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  national  Union.  He  enlisted  Au- 
gust 17,  1862,  in  company  E,  Eightv-third 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  with  which  he  served 
until  July,  1864,  at  which  time  he  was  mus- 
tered out  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  hospital 
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steward  in  the  regular  army.  During  his  mili- 
tary experience  at  the  front  Mr.  Krauss  partici- 
pated in  Sherman’s  attack  on  Walnut  Hills, 
Port  Hudson,  Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hill  anti 
Vicksburg,  in  the  last-named  of  which  he  was 
severely  wounded,  necessitating  his  removal  to 
the  hospital  While  here  confined  he  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  and  pharmacy,  passed 
the  required  examination  and  was  made  hos- 
pital steward  in  the  year  previously  referred  to 
at  Memphis  Term.  Subsequently  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Atlanta,  Ga. , where  he  served  until 
June  6,  1866,  when,  by  special  order  of  the 
war  department,  he  was  finally  discharged. 
Returning  to  Putnam  county  in  the  fall  of 
1 866,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Swan  & 
More,  Ottawa,  and  under  the  instruction  of 
those’gentlemen  pursued  his  legal  studies  until 
May,  1 868 

In  the  year  last  named  Mr.  Krauss  went  to 
Europe  with  his  father,  and  upon  his  return  he 
was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar,  February  28, 
1869.  His  well-known  abilities  soon  won  for 
him  a large  and  lucrative  business,  and  in  due 
time  he  won  his  way  to  the  very  front  rank 
among  his  professional  brethren  of  the  Putnam 
county  bar.  He  has  served  one  term  as  prose- 
cuting attorney,  and  in  that  position  discharged 
his  official  functions  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  the  public,  and  has  given  since 
Iris  whole  attention  to  his  profession,  making 
real  estate  and  commercial  law  a specialty. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Krauss 
practiced  alone  until  1887,  in  October  of  which 
year  he  became  associated  with  E.  R.  East- 
man, under  the  firm  name  of  Krauss  & East- 
man, a partnership  which  still  exists.  Politic- 
ally Mr.  Krauss  has  been  a stanch  democrat 
ever  since  attaining  his  majority,  and  he  is 
active  in  the  work  of  his  party  and  contributes 
much  to  its  success.  His  profession  has  proved 
very  remunerative,  and  his  naturally  line  busi- 
ness abilities  have  won  success  where  many 


other  men  would  fail.  He  has  been  fortunate 
in  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  owning  three 
good  farms  in  the  county  and  also  valuable 
city  property,  including  a fine  residence  and  an 
interest  in  the  Star  block,  one  of  the  best  busi- 
ness blocks  in  Ottawa.  Mr.  Krauss  was  largely 
instrumental  in  organizing  the  Ottawa  Home 
& Savings  association,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  attorney,  and  he  was  the  originator  of 
the  Putnam  County  Abstract  company,  formed 
in  1894,  and  is  now  president  of  the  same. 
Mr.  Krauss  began  a set  of  abstract  books  a 
number  of  years  ago,  and  now  has  a complete 
set — the  only  ones  in  the  county.  The  officers 
of  this  company  at  the  present  time  are  Wil- 
liam C.  G.  Krauss,  president,  j.  G.  (ones,  secre- 
tary, Joseph  Justice,  treasurer,  E.  R.  East- 
man, Ella  Eastman,  W.  C.  G.  Krauss,  J.  C. 
Jones  and  Joseph  Justice,  directors.  Revert- 
ing to  the  Ottawa  Home  & Savings  association, 
which  was  organized  in  1 888,  the  records  show 
that  the  following  persons  were  the  first  offi- 
cers of  the  same:  W.  W.  Kelly,  president, 

J.  C.  Light,  vice-president,  E.  R.  Eastman, 
secretary,  N.  E.  Mathews,  treasurer,  W.  C. 
G.  Krauss,  atttorney.  The  present  officers  are, 
George  D.  Kinder,  president,  E.  H.  Brochman, 
vice-president,  John  F.  Cover,  treasurer,  E.  R. 
Eastman,  secretary,  and  W.  G.  G.  Krauss, 
attorney. 

Mr.  Krauss  has  ever  been  active  in  found- 
ing and  carrying  forward  many  of  the  leading 
enterprises  of  the  city  of  Ottawa.  He  is  a self- 
made  man,  beginning  life  at  the  very  foot  of 
the  ladder,  and  without  any  financial  assist- 
ance, worthy  of  note,  has  succeeded  in  win- 
ning a prominent  place  in  professional,  busi- 
ness and  social  circles,  and  is  indeed  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  county  of  Putnam. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  both  sub- 
ordinate lodge  and  encampment,  and  belongs 
to  the  F.  &.  A.  M.  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  was  married  in  Ottawa,  December  23,  1869, 
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to  Rebecca  [.,  daughter  of  Judge  John  H. 
Gordon,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children— 
Bertha  K.,  graduate  of  the  Ohio  State  univer- 
sity and  principal  of  the  Ottawa  high  school, 
and  Edward  C.  Mr.  Krauss  and  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

William  Krauss,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  iu  Wilferdingen,  in  Baden,  Germany,  and 
left  that  country  at  the  age  of  seventeen  be- 
cause of  the  tyranny  of  the  government.  His 
mother,  also  a native  of  the  same  country,  was 
born  at  the  town  of  Oberhausen,  in  Wurtern- 
berg.  They  came  to  America  prior  to  their 
marriage,  became  man  and  wife  in  EairHeld 
county,  Ohio,  and  reared  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren: Gustavus  A.,  died  near  Vicksburg  in 

1863,  a member  of  the  Eighty-third  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry;  Edward  M.  served  in  the 
same  regiment,  and  died  in  1863,  at  Post  hos- 
pital, St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Herman  ].,  a farmer  of 
Libert)’  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio; 
Philip  M.,  also  a resident  of  the  township  of 
Liberty;  Theodore  A , who  lives  in  the  same 
part  of  the  country;  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  Will- 
iam Krauss  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Putnam 
county,  and  cleared  up  a farm  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Black  swamp,  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, now  one  of  the  best  parts  of  northwest- 
ern Ohio;  was  a public-spirited  man,  served  as 
president  of  the  school  board  for  many  years, 
and  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-three 
years,  during  which  he  almost  invariably  set- 
tled cases  brought  before  him;  and  was  one  of 
the  county  commissioners  of  his  county  for  a 
period  of  six  years.  He  was  a man  of  keen 
intellect,  a deep  thinker,  anti  possessed  much 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  died  October 
18,  1893,  at  the  age  o!  eighty-one  years.  II is 
wife  was  lifty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time 
ol  her  death  in  1870,  and  the  loss  of  both  was 
deeply  deplored  by  their  surviving  iclatives 
and  a large  < ircle  of  attached  friends. 


M.  KRAUSS,  a successful  farmer  of 
Liberty  township,  Putnam  county, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
October  23,  1844,  and  in  May,  1847, 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Putnam  county, 
where  he  has  since  grown  to  manhood.  His 
parents,  William  and  Catherine  (Glauner) 
Krauss,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  but  were 
married  in  Ohio,  having  come  to  America  at 
different  periods.  The  father  was  a baker  in 
the  old  country,  and  was  about  eighteen  years 
old  when  he  landed  in  New  York,  whence  he 
came  to  Ohio,  and  at  Lancaster  apprenticed 
himself  to  a wagon-maker,  served  about  three 
years,  then  went  to  Columbus,  but  in  a short 
time  returned  to  Lancaster  and  married.  He 
then  went  to  Basil,  followed  his  trade  for  a 
time,  and  then  moved  to  a farm  and  continued 
wagon-making  in  connection  with  agriculture  a 
few  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1846  came  to 
Putnam  county,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres 
of  wild  land,  to  which  he  moved  his  family  in 
1847.  He  here  continued  to  work  at  his  trade, 
at  the  same  time  clearing  up  his  land  and  add- 
ing to  it  until  he  owned  160  acres,  making  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  Hr  became 
very  prominent  as  a democrat,  was  a magis- 
trate for  over  thirty  years,  was  also  township 
trustee  several  years,  was  president  of  the 
school  board,  and  was  a count}-  commissioner. 
Although  he  and  family  escaped  the  ague  in 
the  early  days  to  a certain  extent,  lie  of  late 
years  was  seized  with  rheumatism,  which  in- 
capacitated him  for  a year  or  two.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a recruiting  officer  for  his 
locality.  After  the  war  he  visited  Germany 
(in  1868)  and  returned  with  one  sister,  the 
only  one  of  the  family  beside  himself  that  came 
to  America.  He  was  a man  of  strong  con- 
victions and  was  very  resolute,  but  had  a kindly 
feeling  foi  all,  and  did  much  to  aid  the  needy. 
He  died  September  18,  1893.  He  and  aU  his 
family  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
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Mrs.  Catherine  Krauss,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  America  by  her  parents,  who  settled  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  years.  His  widow  then 
visited  Putnam  county,  where  she  passed  two 
years,  and  then  went  to  Hancock  county, 
where  her  death  occurred,  April  io,  1870.  To 
William  and  Catherine  Krauss  was  born  a 
family  of  six  sons,  viz:  William  C.  G.,  now 

a leading  attorney  of  Ottawa;  Gustave  A.,  who 
entered  the  army  in  (862,  and  died  near  Vicks- 
burg, Miss.,  in  1863;  Edward  M.,  who  also  j 
enlisted  in  1862,  and  died  at  Saint  Louis  in  | 
1863;  Herman  J.,  a farmer  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; P.  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Theodore,  who  is  farming  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead. 

P.  M.  Krauss,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biographical  notice,  was  educated  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  assisted  on  the  home  farm  until 
attaining  his  majority.  In  1868  he  purchased 
a tract  of  forty  acres  of  woodland,  and  in  1878 
bought  the  eighty  acres  on  which  lie  now  lives 
—all  in  timber.  Here  he  at  once  built  him- 
self a cabin  and  cleared  off  the  timber,  and 
has  made  a model  farm  of  the  place.  He  lias 
continued  to  add  to  the  land  until  he  now 
owns  300  acres,  of  which  230  acres  are  cleared, 
ditched,  tiled  and  under  cultivation.  He  has 
improved  this  place  with  a handsome  two- 
story  frame  dwelling,  a substantial  barn  and 
out-buildings,  wind-engine,  orchard  and  every 
necessary  convenience.  He  has  devoted  his  ! 
entire  attention  to  his  farm,  doing  no  other  busi-  1 
1 ness,  and  lias  always  raised  good  crops,  ample  I 
to  supply  ill  his  home  demand  and  a surplus  I 
for  market  In  1875  Mr.  Krauss  was  united  ' 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alemeth  A.  Bagley,  who  ! 
was  a native  of  Putnam  county,  born  Novem-  ! 
I"  r 20,  1X7  , a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Bagiev,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and  were  married 


in  Ohio.  Mr.  Bagley  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade  and  for  many  years  followed  his  calling 
at  Pandora,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred 
1 about  1858.  His  children  were  four  in  num- 
ber and  were  named  as  follows:  Emeline, 

married  to  William  Morehead,  farmer;  Alemeth 
I A.,  wife  of  Mr.  Krauss,  our  subject;  Susan, 
wife  of  E.  F.  Wick,  a machinist,  and  William 
R. , a farmer  of  Liberty  township.  The  union 
j of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krauss  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  nine  children,  of  whom  one  died 
young,  , the  survivors  being  named  Eva  E., 
Albert  L.,  William  R.,  Luther  P. , Mary  E., 
Earnest  S.j  Verney  R.  and  Leland  H.,  all 
still  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Krauss  was  formerly  a dem- 
ocrat, but  since  the  advent  of  the  people’s 
party,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing  at  Cin- 
cinnati in  1891,  he  has  affiliated  with  that 
body.  He  has  tilled  several  of  the  township 
offices,  including  that  of  clerk  for  two  terms, 
and  in  every  position  gave  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion, He  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  their  daily  walk  through 
life  gives  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  their  re- 
ligious profession.  Mr.  Krauss  is  one  of  the 
most  skillful  agriculturists  of  Liberty  township, 
and  consequently  one  of  the  most  prosperous. 
He  lias  made  a handsome  competency  entirely 
! through  his  good  management  and  financial 
| ability,  supplemented  by  untiring  industry. 

! His  integrity  has  never  been  called  in  question 
and  he  deservedly  stands  among  the  most  re- 
spected of  Liberty  township's  solid  citizens. 


ETER  KRAMER,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Fort  Jennings,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  a most  successful  business 
man,  is  a native  of  Gerolstein,  I ricr, 
Prussia,  one  of  ten  children  born  to  Lawrence 
Kramer — four  of  whom  had  their  nativity  in 
the  Buckeye  state.  Magdalen*  llahn)  Kra- 
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iner,  wife  of  Lawrence,  was  born  December 
26,  1825.  Lawrence  Kramer,  who  was  born 
May  17,  1818,  brought  his  family  to  Ohio  in 
April,  1857,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land 
near  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  but  in  1868 
sold  and  moved  to  Jennings  township,  where 
he  bought  107  acres  and  farmed  until  1 S 8 1 , 
when  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life 
and  died  June  19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  about 
sixty-six  years,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

Peter  Kramer,  our  subject,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 6,  1851,  and  was  consequently  a mere 
child  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents, 
and  seventeen  years  old  when  they  settled  in 
Jennings  township.  He  was  well  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  worked  on  the  home 
farm  until  1 879,  when  he  was  appointed  station 
agent  at  P'ort  Jennings  for  the  Toledo,  St.  Louis 
& Kansas  City  Railroad,  and  where,  also,  he  was 
connected  in  the  restaurant  business  with  his 
father.  The  agency  he  still  holds,  but  discon- 
tinued the  restaurant  business  in  1883,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  musical  instrument  business,  carry- 
ing a large  assortment  of  organs  and  pianos. 
In  1880  he  was  appointed  assistant  postmaster 
under  President  Hayes,  and  in  October,  1885, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  under  President 
Cleveland — still  holding  the  position. 

May  30,  1881,  Mr.  Kramer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Rekart,  who  was  born 
at  P'ort  Jennings,  February  2,  1849,  a daugh- 
ter of  Sigmund  and  Mary  (Discher)  Rekart,  a 
full  sketch  nf  which  family  will  be  found  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kramer  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children,  named  Carl  S.,  Nellie  and 
Julius.  In  politics  Mr.  Kramer  is  a democrat 
and  an  active  worker  for  his  party,  with  whom 
he  is  very  popular.  He  has  served  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  township  treasurer,  and  fully  took 
care  of  their  interests  while  thus  employed. 
As  postmaster  he  has  given  entire  satisfaction 


to  the  public,  and  has  won  great  credit  for 
himself.  He  is  prosperous  as  a business  man, 
and  as  a member  of  society  he  stands,  with  his 
amiable  wife,  in  the  center  of  a large  and  con- 
stantly widening  circle  of  admiring  and  truly 
sincere  friends. 


RS.  ANDREW  KROMER,  of  Mon- 
terey township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  one  of  those  practical 
women  who  have  the  strength  of 
mind  to  manage  their  affairs  after  the  loss  of 
their  main  support  - that  is,  their  husbands. 
Andrew  Kromer,  to  whom  this  lady  had  the 
happiness  to  be  married,  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  October  13,  1842.  His  father,  An- 
drew Warner  Kromer,  came  to  America  in 
1844,  landing  in  New  York  city,  whence  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by  canal,  and  then, 
via  Lake  Erie,  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he 
arrived  July  4,  of  same  year.  His  family  at 
that  lime  consisted  of  himself,  wife  and  six 
children,  the  latter  being  named  Ferdinand, 
Kate,  Rose,  Charles  Joseph,  Victoria  and  An- 
drew. The  family  settled  on  and  cleared  up  a 
farm  in  Erie  county,  and  there  the  father  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Andrew  Kromer,  the  deceased  husband  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  but  two  years 
of  age  when  brought  to  the  United  States,  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education  in 
Sandusky  city,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  1868, 
bought  a farm  in  section  No.  u,  Rice  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county,  on  which  he  lived  un- 
til he  came  to  Putnam  county,  October  6,  1882, 
and  bought  160  acres,  and  here  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying,  at  the  age  if  fifty- 
two  years,  April  15,  '895,  one  of  the  most 
honored  citizens  of  the  township.  Hi<  mar- 
riage took  place  at  New  Riegel,  Seneca  county, 
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Ohio,  April  21,  1868,  to  Miss  Amelia  Walker, 
who  was  born  in  that  town  October  28,  1844, 
a daughter  of  Charles  and  Lugartes  (Fleik) 
Walker,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Baden,  Germany,  and  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren, viz:  August,  Pauline,  Mary,  Emma, 

Amelia,  John,  Sophia  and  Joseph;  of  these, 
the  elder  three  were  born  in  Germany  and  the 
remainder  in  this  country.  Mr.  Walker  came 
to  the  United  States  in  August,  1844,  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
cleared  up  a farm  and  added  by  industry 
twenty  more  acres,. and  on  his  farm  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  honored  as  a just  and 
pure  man  and  as  a consistent  member  of  the 
Catholic  church,  in  which  faith  his  widow  also 
passed  away. 

To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kromer  were 
born  six  children,  as  follows:  Margaret,  Feb- 

ruary 3,  1869;  Mary  A.,  September  9,  1872; 
Charles  William,  May  21,  1875;  Frank,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1879;  Kate,  November  25,  1882, 
and  Leo  H.,  August  20,  1888.  Mrs.  Kromer 
has  given  her  children  the  best  possible  educa- 
tion her  circumstances  afforded,  and  they  have 
grown  up  to  their  present  years  an  honor  to 
her  motherly  care,  the  elders  proving  this  fact 
by  the  prominent  positions  they  have  reached 
in  life,  while  the  younger  children  are  also 
being  trained  to  lead  moral  and  useful  lives. 
Although  she  deeply  felt  the  loss  of  her  hus- 
band and  stdl  remains  a widow,  she  never  has 
lost  that  strength  of  character  which  has  en- 
abled her  to  bear  up  against  her  bereavrnent 
and  to  rear  her  family  in  respectability  and  to 
usefulness.  Pier  eldest  son,  William,  now  has 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  in  the  management 
of  which  hi;  has  proven  himself  to  be  fully 
competent,  and  he,  also,  with  his  mother,  en- 
joys the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  Mrs. 
Kromer  is  an  exceptionally  bright  lady,  with  no 
hick  of  business  talent,  and  is  also  an  orna- 
ment to  tiie  social  circle  in  which  she  moves; 


but  few  of  her  sex  equal  her  in  ability  to  over- 
come adverse  circumstances,  and  certainly 
none  deserves  more  credit  than  she  for  the 
successful  manner  in  which  she  has  accom- 
plished this  purpose.  Amiable  in  every  trait  of 
her  character,  she  has  won  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  her,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected residents  of  Monterey  township. 


^ ENRY  KROUSE,  a deceased  but  once 
|r  \ prominent  farmer  of  Union  township, 
P Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  a son  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Krouse,  and 
was  born  April  1,  1831,  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  his  parents  being  natives  of  Germany. 
Our  subject  came  to  Putnam  county  while  still 
a youth,  and  received  his  education  chiefly  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  county,  grew  to 
manhood  on  a farm,  and  November  1,  1855, 
married  Miss  Catherine  Clevenger,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Eliza  (Rimer)  Clevenger,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  families  of  the  township.  This 
happy  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom,  save  two,  were 
spared  to  reach  the  years  of  maturity  and  to 
gladden  the  declining  years  of  their  worthy 
and  respected  sire.  The  nine  were  born  in 
the  following  order:  William,  a farmer  of 

Sugar  Creek  township;  Louisa,  wife  of  James 
Burman,  of  Union  township;  Cynthia  Ann,  at 
home  on  the  old  homestead;  John,  also  a 
farmer  in  Union  township;  Janies,  who  died  at 
five  years  of  age;  an  infant  daughter,  who  died 
unnamed ; Alonzo,  farmer;  Samuel,  carpenter, 
and  Reuben,  farmer — all  three  on  the  home- 
stead. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Krouse  was  born  in  Union 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  March  29, 
1832,  here  grew  to  womanhood,  and  here  mar- 
ried, after  which  event  she  and  her  husband 
I lived  for  a year  on  a farm  situated  on  the  oppo- 
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site  side  of  the  Auglaize  river  from  the  present 
homestead;  then  they  purchased  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Krouse  and  the  children.  At 
the  time  of  settling  here  the  farm  was  in  the 
woods,  and  the  first  habitation  was  a log  cabin, 
which  afforded  them  a home  until  about  1884, 
when  the  present  modern  dwelling  was  erected. 
In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Krouse  had  cleared  up 
his  farm  and  brought  it  to  a fine  condition  of 
productiveness,  its  cultivation  continuing  to 
occupy  his  attention  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  October  6,  1891.  In  politics  he 
was  a democrat,  and  for  a number  of  years 
was  a school  director,  having  always  taken  a 
great  interest  in  matters  educational.  He  was 
a prominent,  progressive  and  useful  citizen  and 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
widow  is  also  greatly  admired  by  the  residents 
of  the  township,  and  is  passing  in  peace  and 
comfort  the  declining  years  of  her  life  in  the 
occupancy  of  one  of  the  finest  mansions  in 
the  comity. 


HKODORE  KUNNEKE,  one  of  the 
pioneer  citizens  and  business  men  of 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  is  a native  of 
Germany,  and  was  born  in  the  city 
ol  Hanover,  kingdom  of  Hanover,  on  the  18th 
day  of  March,  1824.  His  parents  were  Chris- 
tian and  Ernestine  (Ebling)  Kunneke,  both 
natives  of  Hanover.  When  our  subject  was 
eight  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Obenkerschen,  district  of  Shomberg,  in  Hesse- 
Cassel,  where  he  finished  his  schooling  and 
was  confirmed.  When  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age  lie  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  completing  his  time  on  the  20th 
day  of  April,  1 841 . 

Theodore  Kunneke,  in  August,  1841,  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  at  Baltimore, 
Md  , aftei  a voyage  of  seven  weeks.  After  a 
1 1 w d a \ s m Baltimore  he  went  by  canal  to 


Pittsburg,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1842,  working  at  his  trade  for  a dollar  a 
week  and  his  board.  He  next  went  to  Park- 
ersburg, W.  Va.,  and  there  went  to  work  in  a 
hotel,  acting  as  dining-room  boy  and  running 
to  the  steamboat  landings.  He  remained  in 
Parkersburg  for  about  six  months  and  then 
to  Cincinnati,  hoping  to  get  work  at  his  trade, 
but  in  this  he  was  disappointed,  and  for  sev- 
eral weeks  he  was  compelled  to  work  at  any- 
thing he  could  find  to  do,  such  as  working  on 
the  streets  and  sweeping  and  cleaning  gutters. 
One  day,  however,  while  on  the  street,  he  fell 
in  with  a millwright  by  the  name  of  James 
Flannerty  (one  of  the  three  brothers  who  were 
in  partnership  in  millwrighting  in  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.),  who  was  in  Cincinnati  buying  machinery. 
To  this  man  our  subject  bound  himself  out  for 
three  years  as  an  apprentice,  to  learn  the  mill- 
wright trade.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Flannel  t\  had 
purchased  his  machinery,  which  was  for  a flour 
and  saw-mill  for  a point  in  the  Ozark  moun- 
tains on  James  river,  in  Tanev  county,  Mo., 
twenty  miles  south  of  Springfield,  he  chartered 
a canal-boat  and  loaded  the  machinery  and  sup- 
plies aboard, and  they  all  started  down  the  Ohio 
river.  They  went  from  the  Ohio  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  down  that  to  Montgomery’s 
point,  Ark.,  and  then  went  up  White  river  in 
tow'  of  a small  steamer,  as  far  as  navigable  for 
the  steamboat,  and  then  continued  b\  canal- 
boat  as  far  up  as  the  water  would  permit. 
They  then  loaded  the  machinery  on  wagons, 
and  with  ox-teams  hauled  it  across  the  country, 
a distance  of  forty  miles,  to  the  desired  point. 
Mr.  Kunneke  helped  to  build  the  Hour  and 
! saw'-mill,  and  then  for  nearly  a year  had  charge 
of  the  flour-mill  as  miller,  as  he  had  a very 
good  knowledge  o!  milling,  his  father  hav- 
ing been  a miller  in  the  old  country. 

While  at  this  mill  the  owner  had  a v vcrn- 
mcnt  contract  to  supply  flout  h>  the  t herokee 
I Indians,  which  tribe  was  located  truly  about 
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twenty  miles  from  the  will.  After  remaining 
at  the  above  mill  for  about  a year,  young 
Kunneke  and  the  son  of  Flannerty  con- 
cluded they  would  go  west  and  make  their 
fortunes  in  the  gold  fields  of  Oregon.  Accord- 
ingly they  went  to  Council  Bluffs,  the  then 
out-fitting  point,  and  there  purchased  a regular 
emigrant  out-fit,  consisting  of  ponies  and  pack- 
mules,  and  then  started  on  their  long  journey 
across  the  plains.  They  thought  it  unneces- 
sary to  have  a guide  across  that  sandy  expanse, 
and  by  themselves  the  two  young  men  struck 
out.  The)  soon  found  out  their  mistake,  and 
after  ten  days’  experience,  when  their  animals 
were  worn  out,  their  provisions  almost  exhausted 
the  Indians  all  around  them,  they  were  forced 
to  turn  hack  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  they  ar- 
rived'worn  out  and  financially  wrecked.  They 
then  worked  their  way,  as  best  the)’  could,  on 
boats  down  the  Missouri  river  to  Saint  Louis, 
and  there  Mr.  Kunneke  went  to  work  at  the 
millwright  trade  and  finished  up  his  appren- 
ticeship with  the  Flannertys.  From  Saint 
Louis  he  came  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  from 
Dayton  he  worked  his  way  up  the  canal  to 
Delphos,  helping  to  build  or  repair  almost 
every  mill  on  that  canal  between  these  two 
points. 

At  Dayton,  in  1X47,  Mr.  Kunneke  was 
married  to  Margaret  Duebner,  who  died  in 
18.49,  leaving  one  son,  Louis,  also  deceased. 
In  March,  1851,  Mr.  Kunneke  came  to  Colum- 
bus Grove  and  built  a saw-mill  for  Jonathan 
K.  Brice,  uncle  of  Senator  C.  S.  Brice.  He  then 
turned  to  Dayton,  but  came  back  here  in  the 
following  spring.  On  April  14,  1853,  he  mar- 
ried Mar)  F.  Featheringill,  who  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  on  October  9,  1833. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Kunneke  came  to  Putnam 
county  in  1833,  when  she  was  about  six  weeks 
old,  the  first  shelter  they  had  after  they 
reached  In  re  being  and  Indian  tent.  They 
lived  on  a farm  near  Columbus  Grove  the  rest 


of  their  lives.  To  the  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Kunneke  a son  and  a daughter  were  born: 
Martha  Elenor,  born  Januar)  21,  1854,  be- 
came the  wife  of  W.  A.  Kittinger,  of  Ander- 
son, Ind.,  and  died  September  16,  1894.  leav- 
ing three  children:  John  Harmon  Kunneke 
was  born  January  13,  1858,  married  Bell  Mc- 
Comb,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  young 
business  men  of  Columbus  Grove.  After  marry- 
ing and  settling  permanently  in  Columbus 
Grove  Mr.  Kunneke  engaged  in  merchandizing 
for  about  four  years,  and  then  sold  out  that  busi- 
ness and  went  to  contracting  and  building,  which 
he  has  followed  up  to  the  present  time.  All  the 
largest  brick  buildings  and  blocks,  with  one  or 
twm  exceptions,  and  all  the  best  residences  in 
Columbus  Grove,  were  built  bv  Mr.  Kunneke. 
He  built  and  now’  owns  what  is  called  Kun- 
neke block,  on  the  corner  of  high  and  Syca- 
more streets,  which  is  a two-story  brick  with 
basement,  containing  three  store-rooms,  with 
the  up-stairs  occupied  by  newspaper  and  other 
offices.  He  also  owns  the  two-storv  brick 
business  house  on  High  street  occupied  by  the 
Maples  Banking  company,  and  a large  two- 
story  frame  business  house  on  the  corner  of 
Sycamore  and  School  streets.  In  1865  Mr. 
Kunneke  built  his  present  large  and  substan- 
tial brick  residence  which,  with  its  handsome 
grounds,  is  on  the  corner  of  Sycamore  street 
and  Broadway.  He  also  owns  three  other 
good  residences  in  Columbus  Grove,  and  two 
good  farms  near  that  city,  situated  on  the  Allen 
county  line,  and  also  owns  the  old  home  farm 
where  his  wife  was  reared,  near  town.  Mr. 
Kunneke  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  his  wife  of  the  Presbyterian.  The  father 
of  Mr.  Kunneke  died  while  the  latter  was  a 
school-boy.  His  mother  married  again,  and 
in  1846  she,  the  step-father,  three  brothers, 
and  a half-sister  came  to  the  United  States 
and  located  six  miles  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
on  a farm,  where  the  mother  died.  Hannon, 
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Mr.  Kunneke’s  youngest  brother,  was  a soldier 
in  an  Ohio  regiment,  under  Gen.  Sigel’s  com- 
mand, and  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  was  killed  in  1864. 
The  two  other  brothers  are  still  living,  one  in 
Dayton  and  the  other  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  eldest  brother  came  over  to  the  United 
States  between  the  coming  of  Mr.  Kunneke 
and  the  family,  and  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  at  Versailles,  Darke  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  died;  his  widow  and  children  are  now 
living  in  Louisville,  Ky.  But  few  men  in  Co- 
lumbus Grove  are  better  or  more  favorably 
known  than  Mr.  Kunneke,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
well-to-do  men  of  the  township. 


ENJAMIN  LANDIS,  a thriving  farmer 
of  Perry  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Greensburg  town- 
ship, in  the  same  county,  in  1843,  and 
is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret  (Fender) 
Landis,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  in  1799,  and  was  a son  of  Benja- 
min Landis,  Sr.,  of  Dutch  parentage.  Benja- 
min, Sr.,  died  in  his  native  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1861  or  1862,  having  always  been  a 
farmer.  Abraham,  his  youngest  son,  received 
a good  common-school,  education,  and  in  his 
youth  learned  the  cooper’s  trade.  In  1840  he 
married  Miss  Fender,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many about  the  year  1822,  and  in  childhood 
was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents,  who 
made  their  settlement  in  the  Buckeye  state. 
To  the  union  of  Abraham  and  Margaret  Landis 
were  born  two  children — Benjamin,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  Fannie,  wife  of  Isaac 
Varner,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere 
in  1 1 1 is  work. 

On  the  early  settlement  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  Abraham  Landis  came  to  the  new  county 
and  secured  a tract  of  wild  land,  on  which, 
after  his  marriage,  he  built  a log  house  and 


started  to  clear  up  a farm,  at  which  labor  he 
worked  earnestly  and  industriously  until  his 
death  in  1845.  His  widow  then  married  John 
P.  Simon,  and  in  1872  her  death  also  took 
place,  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  church. 

Benjamin  Landis,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
little  log  cabin  school -house  of  his  native  dis- 
trict, and  was  reared  to  the  calling  of  agricul- 
ture, which  he  followed  assiduously  and  atten- 
tively on  this  home  place  until  a short  time 
after  he  had  reached  his  majority,  when  he 
enlisted,  in  1865,  in  company  K,  Capt.  Luther 
Black,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-fifth.  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  participated  in  several  skir- 
mishes, but,  the  war  soon  happily  coming  to  a 
close,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  re- 
turned to  his  home,  and  resumed  his  fanning 
in  Greensburg  township.  In  1870  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Merriott,  who  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  in  1849,  .1  daughter  of  William 
and  Salome  (Dicus)  Merriott,  and  to  tins  union 
was  born  one  child,  Abbie,  now  the  wife  of 
Newton  Whitis,  of  whom  further  mention  will 
be  made.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Landis  lo- 
cated on  a farm  he  had  previously  purchased 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Dupont,  Ohio, 
and  here  he  resided  until  1888,  when  he  moved 
to  his  present  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landis 
have  led  a consistent  life  as  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church.  In  politics  he  is  an 
active  republican,  but  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker.  As  a farmer  he  is  excelled  by  few  in 
his  township,  even  if  he  be  equaled,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  is  broad  in  his  views  and  always 
ready  to  promote  any  project  intended  for  the 
good  of  the  general  public. 

Mrs.  Abbie  (Landis)  Whitis,  daughter  of 
above,  was  born  July  19,  1871,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Dupont.  April  2, 1889, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Newton 
Whitis,  who  was  born  in  Kalida,  Ohio,  in 
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July,  1865.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  city,  but  was  reared  a farmer, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive young  agriculturists  of  Perry  township.  In 
politics  Mr.  Whitis  is  a democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligion he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  in  the  faith  of  which  they  are 
rearing  their  three  children — B.  Lockwood, 
Marie  and  Edgar.  Mr.  Whitis  is  no  way  be- 
hind his  fellow-citizens  as  an  agriculturist  or  as 
a member  of  society,  and,  with  his  wife,  stands 
high  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  mingling  with  either  or  both  in  the  in- 
terchange of  neighborly  courtesies. 


AMUEL  P.  KROHN,  a well-known 
citizen  and  ex-soldier  of  the  Union 
arm)',  living  in  Riley  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the 
county  and  was  born  April  4,  1848.  He  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Weaver)  Krohn, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born 
in  Northumberland  county  February  10,  1817. 
Samuel  Krohn  came  to  Ohio  in  1844  with  his 
h ther,  George  Krohn,  who  settled  in  Putnam 
county,  and  died  here  in  i860,  his  widow  dy- 
ing January  25,  1871.  Samuel  Krohn  was 
twice  married,  both  times  in  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  his  wives  being  sisters,  and  daughters 
of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Sarver)  Weaver.  The 
first  marriage  took  place  November  1 1 , 1841, 
to  Sarah  Weaver,  who  was  born  September 
27,  1820,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  seven  children,  viz:  George  W.,  Margaret, 

Henry,  Samuel  P.  (our  subject),  Elizabeth, 
Martin  and  David.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
August  24,  1862,  and  Mr.  Krohn  married  Mag- 
dalen Weaver  December  22,  1864,  and  to  this 
second  union  one  child  was  born  —Edward. 
1 wo  of  the.  sons  born  to  Samuel  Krohn  by  his 
first  wife  George  W.  and  Samuel  P.  (our  sub- 
ject)— served  in  the  late  Civil  war — Samuel  P. 


in  the  Twelfth  Ohio  cavalry.  Samel  Krohn 
was  by  occupation  a farmer,  but  one  time 
owned  and  operated  a saw  and  grist-mill;  he 
was  at  all  times  a popular  man  in  his  town- 
ship, for  four  years  serving  as  township  trus- 
tee, and  for  six  years  as  township  treasurer, 
and  his  death,  which  occurred  April  7,  1886, 
was  deeply  mourned  as  an  irreparable  loss  to 
the  community. 

Samuel  P.  Krohn,  our  subject,  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  1869,  took  to  himself  a life  partner  in 
the  person  of  Lacy  A.  Day,  who  was  born 
August  17,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Harriet  (Pierce)  Day,  natives  respectively 
of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  Kent  county, 
England,  who  came  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
in  1840.  The  children  born  to  Samuel  and 
Lacy  A.  Krohn  were  four  in  number,  and  were 
named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Martie 

Estelle,  born  September  27,  1870.  and  now  the 
wife  of  Jacob  G.  Reese;  Hiram  S.,  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1875;  Reno  A.,  October  14,  1877, 
and  Hattie,  born  March  14,  1881.  Hiram 
Day,  father  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Krohn,  was  a phy- 
sician of  celebrity  at  Pandora,  having  been 
very  successful  for  many  years  both  as  a sur- 
geon and  physician,  maintaining  a well-earned 
and  well-merited  reputation  in  his  profession 
until  his  death,  in  April,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  Samuel  P.  Krohn  was  but 
a mere  lad  when  he  volunteered  to  defend  the 
honor  of  the  country’s  Hag  and  to  save  his  be- 
loved country  from  disintegration.  At  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years  he  left  the  home 
farm,  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Ohio  cavalry, 
was  assigned  to  the  army  of  Tennessee,  and 
passed  through  a gallant  and  faithful  service  of 
two  years,  without  being  wounded  or  captured. 
On  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  farm,  where  he  rendered  val- 
uable assistance  until  1872,  marrying  in  the 
meantime,  as  recorded  above  In  the  year 
last  named  he  opened  a hotel,  and  in  1873 
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supplemented  this  business  by  engaging  in  the 
dry-goods  trade  for  a few  years,  but  did  not 
neglect  his  hotel  interests.  After  selling  his  dry- 
goods  business  he  devoted  his  attention  solely 
to  his  hotel,  with  the  exception  of  doing  some 
live  stock  buying  and  shipping.  In  1888,  how- 
ever, he  re-entered  mercantile  business,  and 
has  since  conducted  a grocery,  in  addition  to 
his  hotel  business.  Mr.  Krohn  is  a stanch 
democrat.  He  served  his  fellow-citizens  twenty 
consecutive  years  as  township  treasurer,  lias 
recently  been  re-elected  to  fill  the  same  posi- 
tion, and  is  altogether  popular,  not  only  as  a 
party  man,  hotel  keeper  and  business  man,  but 
as  a worthy  and  enlightened  citizen. 


EX  EGA  FELL  LARGE,  the  popular 
liveryman  of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Doylestown,  Pa.,  September  21, 
1843,  and  is  of  English  descent.  In 
tracing  the  ancestry  of  the  Large  family  in 
America,  it  is  learned  that  it  was  first  repre- 
sented in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  in  the  time  of 
the  colonies,  by  immigrants  direct  from  Eng- 
land. Joseph  Large,  one  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  lived  in  Bucks  county,  Pa., 
and  had  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph;  the  latter 
married  Melieent  Church,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Sarah  fh'ellj  Church,  and  reared  two  chil- 
dren - Joseph  S.  and  Rebecca — a direct  de- 
scendant of  one  of  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  l he  history  of  the  Fell  family  is  also 
traceable  to  England,  and  the  first  mention  of 
the  name  occurs  in  the  parish  of  l ldale,  Cum- 
berland, where  one  Joseph  Fell,  of  Longlands, 
was  born  August  16,  1868.  'Flic  next  in  line 
was  Benjamin  Fell,  born  in  Cumberland,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1703;  he  married  Hannah  Scar- 

borough, of  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and  was  ap- 
proved minister  of  the  society  of  briends  as 
e niy  as  1743.  IF'  was  the  fathc  of  eleven 
children,  the  eldest,  John,  being  the  direct  an- 


cestor of  the  subject  of  this  biography.  John 
P'ell  was  born  April  1,  1730,  married  Eliza- 
beth Hartley,  of  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and  had 
thirteen  children,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
being  Seneca  Fell  who  was  born  April  6,  1760. 
Seneca  Fell  married  Grace  Holt,  who  bore 
him  eight  children,  the  seventh  of  whom  was 
also  named  Seneca,  and  was  the  grandfather 
of  Seneca  Large,  our  subject.  Seneca  Fell, 
Jr.,  was  born  September  23,  1796,  married 
Sarah  Crest,  whose  birth  occurred  Jana  try  10, 

1 797 5 they  reared  a family  of  seven  children, 
and  died  in  the  years  1875  and  1888,  •-  spect- 
ively.  The  eldest  daughter.  Mary  Ann,  born 
February  10,  1820,  married  William  K Large, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  subject  of  this  sketch  b g the 
youngest  in  order  of  birth.  ft  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  of  Mr.  Large’s  maternal  ances- 
tors reaches  back  to  nearly  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, the  Joseph  Fell,  of  whom  mention  is 
above  made,  having  been  born  August  19, 
1668,  and  having  died  April  9,  1748,  in  Bucks 
county,  Pa. 

As  stated  above,  Joseph  Large  married 
Melieent  Church,  a granddaughter  of  the  . bow- 
mentioned  Joseph  Fell,  and  reared  two  chil- 
dren— -Joseph  S.  and  Rebecca — the  former 
born  May,  1778.  Joseph  S.  married  Rebecca 
Kinsey,  March  26,  1805,  and  had  a famih  of 
seven  children,  the  youngest  being  William  K , 
who  was  born  August  8,  1818.  William  K. 
Large  was  married  in  1840  to  Mary  Ann  Fell, 
whose  birth  occurred  November  18,  1 W 1,  and 
who  died  March  3,  1891.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  their  children : Caroline.  Seneca 

F.,  George  Wesley,  Howard  P and  Arthur  C. 
The  father  died  February  4,  187b.  He  was 
but  three  months  of  age  when  he  lost  his 
father,  and  was  quit  • young  when  bound  out, 
but  he  did  not  rein;  m with  his  employ  1 long, 
and  started  to  work  foi  himself  at  $1  1 and  lu^ 
board  for  the  first  year,  but  from  tl  small 
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beginning  eventually  achieved  a fortune.  He 
dealt  extensively  in  horses  during  the  war,  was 
an  auctioneer  seven  years  in  Philadelphia,  but 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Doylestown,  and  at 
his  death  was  worth  about  $50,000. 

Seneca  Fell  Large,  our  subject,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  began  learning  the  milling 
business,  but  remained  with  his  parents  until 
the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He  then  enlisted, 
April  1 7,  1 86 1,  in  company  C,  Forty-fifth 

Pennsylvania  volunteer  ' infantry,  served  out 
his  term,  and  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Pennsylvania  infantry  for  nine  months, 
and  then  entered  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  under  Capt  Craver,  but  was  later 
transferred  to  Ringgold  batters'.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
August,  1865,  having  passed  all  through  the 
struggle  without  injur}',  saving  a shot  in  the 
right  ankle  at  Gettysburg.  He  had  gained 
considerable  experience  as  a miller  in  Pensyl- 
vania,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  came 
west  and  located  at  Metamora,  Inch,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  four  years,  and  De- 
cember 24,  1869,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Harper, 
who  survived  but  a brief  period,  dying  Octo- 
ber 14,  1870.  Mr.  Large  then  went  to  Beat- 
rice, Nebr. , where  he  ran  a government  mill 
two  years,  and  then,  in  company  with  Carroll 
Emery,  hauled  freight,  with  thirteen  yoke  of 
oxen,  to  the  Pacific  coast,  making  twm  trips. 
He  next  wended  his  way  eastward,  making 
stops  at  Brownsville,  Nebr.,  Abilene,  Kans., 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  in  1877  reached 
Cairo,  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  for  a year  op- 
erated the  Cairo  mills.  In  1878  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  in  Columbus  Grove, 
where  In  remained  seven  years  ; was  at  Blulf- 
ton,  Allen  county,  two  years  ; in  Lima  eight 
years,  mil  September  29,  18144,  opened  Ins 

present  -4  diles  in  Ottawa,  where  his  success 
has  been  most  llattcring.  khe  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Large  took  place,  in  Columbus 
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Grove,  to  Susan  Mayor,  a native  of  Scranton, 
Pa.,  but  this  lady  survived  only  a short  time, 
dying  July  25,  1893,  at  fifty-three  years  of  age. 
The  third  and  last  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr. 
Large  occurred  January  i,  1895,  to  Sadie  Eee, 
a native  of  Titusville,  Pa.  In  politics  Mr. 
Large  is  a.  stalwart  republican,  and  is  very 
popular  with  his  party,  as  well  as  with  the 
public  in  general. 


AMES  P.  LEASURE,  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  Putnam  county,  and  senior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Leasure  A 
Powell,  wars  born  near  Columbus  Grove, 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  day  of  May, 
1858.  His  parents,  Henry  N.  and  Hannah 
(Porter)  Leasure,  are  among  the  substantial 
and  well-known  people  of  the  county  of  Allen, 
residing  in  Monroe  township.  The  subject  of 
this  biography  grew  up  with  the  energies  and 
ambition  of  the  great  west,  and  soon  mastered 
the  learning  of  the  public  schools  within  his 
reach,  after  which  he  entered  the  Normal 
school  at  Ada,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1884.  For  some  time  thereafter  he  fol- 
lowed the  teacher’s  profession  in  the  counties 
of  Putnam  and  Allen,  and  in  the  meantime 
began  the  study  of  law  with  Sidney  Sanders, 
of  Columbus  Grove.  The  greater  part  of  his 
legal  studies,  however,  were  prosecuted  at 
home,  and  in  order  the  better  to  prepare  him- 
self for  the  profession,  he  entered  the  univers- 
ity of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  that  institution  in  1889. 
He  located  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Ottawa,  in  the  office  of  Sheets  A Ogan,  with 
whom  he  remained  three  months,  and  then 
effected  a co-partnership  with  Charles  Prayer, 
the  firm  thus  constituted  continuing  for  a lim- 
ited period.  Subsequently  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  present  partner,  David  N. 
Powell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Leasure  A 
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Powell,  and  is  now  rapidly  coining  to  the  front 
as  one  of  the  able  and  successful  lawyers  of 
the  Ottawa  bar.  Mr.  Leasure  is  an  enthusi- 
astic student  and  has  a strong  love  for  his  pro- 
fession. In  the  trial  of  a case  he  is  absolutely 
fair  to  all  parties  concerned,  is  frank  and  can- 
did in  his  dealings  with  every  one,  and  to  this 
may  be  attributed,  to  a great  extent,  his  suc- 
cess. In  politics  Mr.  Leasure  is  a republican, 
but  nymbers  his  friends  by  the  hundreds  ir- 
respective of  party  affiliation,  as  is  attested  by 
the  fact  of  his  having  been  elected  to  the  of- 
fice he  now  holds  in  1894,  defeating  his  com- 
petitor by  a majority  of  1,263,  >n  a strongly 
democratic  county.  He  possesses  a pleasing- 
personality,  is  frank  and  genial,  is  a good 
mixer  among  men,  and  stands  high  profession- 
ally and  socially.  Mr.  Leasure  and  Miss  Har- 
riet Fowler,  daughter  of  Andrew  Fowler,  of 
Ottawa,  were  united  in  marriage  in  1890,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  children — Henry  N.  and  George  P. 


AVID  N.  POWELL,  a rising  young 
lawyer  of  Ottawa  and  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Leasure  & Powell,  is  a 
native  of  Putnam  county,  born  on 
the  old  Powell  homestead,  Blanchard  town- 
ship, May  20,  1863,  son  of  Joshua  and  Fran- 
ces (McCullough)  Powell.  The  youthful  years 
of  the  subject  were  passed  on  the  home  farm, 
and  in  the  public  schools  he  obtained  his  early 
educational  training,  and  later  took  a course 
at  Valpariso,  Ind.,  graduating  from  the  com- 
mercial department  of  the  Shite  Normal 
school  in  1888.  Prior  to  the  latter  year  he 
taught  school  for  sometime  in  Putnam  county, 
was  for  two  years  assistant  of  the  schools  of 
Leipsie,  and  here  earned  the  reputation  of  a 
painstaking  and  successful  instructor. 

Having  early  decided  to  enter  the  law,  Mr. 
Powell,  m 1888,  began  the  stud)  of  the  same 


at  the  Northern  Indiana  Law  school,  and 
graduated  from  the  law  department  in  1890, 
and  afterward  spent  two  years  in  the  office  of 
Sheets  & Ogan  of  Ottawa.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Putnam  county  bar  in  November,  1893,  and 
the  ensuing  year  entered  into  partnership  with 
James  P.  Leasure,  and  the  firm  thus  consti- 
tuted still  exists.  Mr.  Pow'ell  has  made  com- 
mendable progress  since  entering  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  firm  to  which  he  belongs  has  a 
large  and  constantly  increasing  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Putnam  and  counties  adjoining.  He 
possesses  a well-balanced  legal  mind,  is  care- 
ful in  the  preparation  of  his  cases,  and  has 
gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  in  Ottawa.  Politically  he 
is  a republican,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  all 
campaigns — local,  state,  and  national,  and  in 
February,  1896,  he  w'as  appointed  by  Gov. 
Buslmell  judge  of  probate  of  Putnam  county, 
to  succeed  the  late  A.  Z.  Thomas  Mr. 
Powell,  in  1895,  purchased  the  Sutton  block, 
in  Ottaw'a,  in  which  his  office  is  located,  and 
in  the  accumulation  of  property  he  ha-  met 
with  well  deserved  success.  He  was  married, 
August  20,  1890,  to  Miss  Kittie  M.  Koons,  the 
accomplished  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret 
Koons,  of  Leipsie. 


R.  MOSES  LEE,  a deceased  pioneer 
of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1787, 
of  Scotch  Irish  parentage,  and  be- 
quite  eminent  as  a physician.  Becoming  a 
surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  war  of  1812,  he 
was  rewarded  with  a soldier’s  land  warrant, 
but  this  he  afterward  sold.  In  1810  he  was 
united  in  marrage  with  Roby  Branch  also  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  in  1791,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  hun  children,  viz:  \rzina. 

James  Madison,  Han ' -on  G and  one  that  died 
in  childhood.  The  mother  of  this  fan:, A died 
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in  Delaware  county,  and  later,  1826,  Dr.  Lee 
moved  to  North  Vernon,  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
and  in  that  county  married  Mrs.  Deborah 
Parker,  to  which  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— Alvina  and  Warren— both  deceased. 
From  Knox  the  doctor  moved  to  Coshocton 
county,  and  in  1834  came  to  Kalida,  Putnam 
county,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  the 
only  physician  of  the  new  town,  his  practice 
extending  over  a wide  extent  of  territory;  he 
was  also  prominent  as  a citizen  and  was  fre- 
quently  elected  to  township  and  county  offices 
on  the  democratic  ticket,  at  one  time  serving 
as  countv  clerk.  In  early  life  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  was 
also  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Kalida. 
He  died  in  1874,  possessing  the  confidence, 
esteem  and  gratitude  of  the  entire  community, 
for.  which  he  had  done  so  much. 

Harrison  G.  Lee,  the  pioneer  druggist  of 
Kalida,  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
July  15,  1816,  and  in  1834  came  to  Kalida 
with  his  father,  Dr.  Moses  Lee.  In  1847  he 
married  Rhoda  Isreal,  of  Piqua,  Miami  county, 
to  which  union  was  born  one  child,  Frank  G. 
The  mother  died  in  1849,  a devout  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  the  same  year 
Mr.  Lee  made  an  overland  trip  to  California. 
In  1856  he  returned  to  Kalida,  via  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  for  several  years  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  the  store  of  D.  I.  Brown,  afterward 
purchasing  the  business  and  conducting  it  until 
ill  health  compelled  him  to  abandon  it.  I11 
1849,  also,  he  became  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  in  Piqua,  Miami  county,  Ohio;  in 
politics  he  is  a democrat,  and  among  other 
offices  held  that  of  township  treasurer  for  a 
number  of  years.  For  a long  time  has  been 
an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

Frank  G.  Lee,  son  of  Harrison  G.,  was  edu- 
cated in  Kalida  and  for  five  years  was  a teacher 
in  Putnam  and  Paulding  counties.  In  1873 


he  was  married  to  Emma  Haller,  daughter  of 
Milton  and  Lucinda  Haller,  the  union  result- 
ing in  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz:  Ward, 

Harrison,  Inez  and  Rhoda.  Mrs.  Lee  is  a 
native  of  Defiance  county,  born  in  1856,  her 
father  being  an  Ohioan  and  her  mother  a 
Canadian.  .After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lee  en- 
gaged in  Kalida  consecutively  in  the  saw-mill 
business,  as  a farmer,  and  as  a druggist.  In 
politics  he  is  a democrat  and  has  served  as 
township  treasurer  and  in  other  offices,  being 
at  present  a member  of  the  school  board. 
With  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 


AMES  M.  LEE,  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a son  of 
Moses  and  Roby  (Branch)  Lee,  was 
born  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1814.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  county  in  1787,  was  a successful 
physician,  and  acquired  his  knowledge  of  the 
profession,  in  all  probability,  from  a brother. 
He  served  as  surgeon  in  the  western  army  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  for  his  services  received 
a land  warrant,  which  he  subsequentlv  sold. 
He  was  married,  about  1810,  to  Miss  Branch, 
a native  of  New  York,  who  bore  the  following 
children,  viz:  Arzina;  James  M.,  our  subject; 

Jane;  one  child  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Har- 
rison, now  of  Kalida,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Roby  Lee 
was  born  March  2,  1789,  was  a pious  Metho- 
dist, and  after  her  death,  in  1824,  in  Delaware 
county,  Ohio,  Dr.  Lee  married  Mrs.  Deborah 
Parker,  of  Knox  county,  to  which  union  were 
born  two  children— Mrs.  Alvina  Lee  and  War- 
ren, both  now  deceased.  Dr.  Lee  had  come 
from  New  York  to  Ohio  about  1826  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  North  Vernon,  Knox 
county,  until  after  his  second  marriage,  when 
he  moved  to  Gosliocton  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  practice  until  1834,  when  he  settled 
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in  Kalida,  being  then  not  only  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers,  but  for  years  the  only  physi- 
cian of  the  place-  his  practice  extending  over 
a wide  expanse  of  territory.  He  was  very  in- 
fluential in  his  community  and  frequently 
elected  by  the  democratic  party  to  fill  positions 
of  honor  and  trust  in  both  township  and 
county— -being  at  onetime  deputy  county  clerk. 
In  his  religious  views  he  was  first  a Methodist, 
but  later  joined  the  church  of  the  Disciples; 
as  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  he  stood 
very  high,  and  as  a physician  he  was  without 
compare  in  Putnam  county.  He  twice  passed 
through  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of  pio- 
neer experiences,  reached  nearly  four  score 
and  ten  years,  and  passed  away,  a truly  hon- 
ored citizen,  in  1874. 

James  M.  Lee,  our  subject,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  education  in  the  log  cabin  school- 
houses  of  Knox  and  Coshocton  counties,  Ohio. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  many  years  before  adopting 
agriculture  as  a calling.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  1836  to  Miss  Rebecca  A.  Pratt,  who 
was  born  in  Caroline  county,  Md.,  February 
4,  1821,  a daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Ringgold)  Pratt,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  two  children,  viz:  Levi  G.,  a printer  of 

Kalida,  and  Charles,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead.  James  Pratt  was  also  a native  of 
Maryland,  born  October  16,  1792,  of  Erench- 
Irish  parentage,  was  a school-teacher,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Ringgold,  native  of  the  same 
state,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Washington  and  Philip,  deceased, 

and  Rebecca  A.,  of  this  mention,  and  Francis 
A.,  of  Guernsey  county.  About  1823  James 
Pratt  and  his  family  came  to  Ohio,  their  des- 
tination being  Chil licothe,  but  on  the  way  Mrs. 
Era 1 1 sickened  and  died,  the  children  being 
reared  by  friends — Mrs.  Lee  being  reared  by 
Susan  Johnson,  who  afterward  became  Mrs. 
Levi  Lee.  Mr.  Pratt  next  married  Mrs.  Lydia 


Oxley,  to  which  union  were  born  six  children, 
of  whom  three  are  still  living,  viz:  Elizabeth, 

wife  of  Isaac  Sickman;  Harriet,  wife  of  John 
Clark,  and  Susan,  wife  of  Charles  Lathrop — 
all  of  Illinois,  in  which  state  Mr.  Pratt  also  took 
up  his  abode  and  there  died  June  22,  1872. 

In  1849  James  M.  Lee  made  the  overland 
trip  to  California,  being  three  months  on  the 
journey,  and  for  three  years  engaged  in  car- 
pentering and  mining  in  that  state,  returning 
via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  Kalida,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  For  twenty  years  Mr. 
Lee  has  been  engaged  in  farming,  in  which 
occupation  he  has  been  very'  successful.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist church,  and  also  of  the  Putnam  County 
Pioneer  association.  Mr.  Lee  is  a stanch  dem- 
ocrat, and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
as  mayor  of  Kalida,  and  has  also  filled  several 
of  the  minor  offices  with  great  ability  and  fidel- 
ity. He  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  the 
county,  and  has  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
the  entire  community. 

Levi  G.  Lee,  son  of  James  M.  Lee,  was 
born  in  Kalida,  March  21,  1840,  and  in  1858 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Haggard;  to  this  union 
w'ere.born  four  children,  viz:  Annie,  wife  of 

Isaac  Cray,  of  Kalida;  Edith,  wife  of  James 
D.  Huddle,  county  survey'or,  of  Ottawa,  Wal- 
ter and  Charles,  of  Kalina.  Mrs.  Lee  was  a 
native  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  and  died  July 
4,  1894,  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Levi  G.  Lee,  as  a printer, 
has  traveled  extensively,  as  is  the  custom  with 
most  members  of  his  craft.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed in  company  K,  Capt.  B.  A.  Holland, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  and  served  through  the  trying  cam- 
paigns of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  and  is  now  a member  of  tin  G.  A. 
R.  and  Pioneer  association,  ih  had  published 
the  Kalida  Sentinel  two  years  before  the  war, 

I until  the  removal  of  the  counts  seat  to  Ottawa. 
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Charles  Lee  was  born  in  Kalida  July  6,  1837, 
and  has  always  been  a farmer.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  in  company  H,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Mossy  Creek  was  wounded  by  a 
fragment  of  a shell;  after  recovery  he  was 
transferred  to  the  invalid  corps  and  served 
until  the  close  of  his  enlistment.  The  Lee 
family  are  all  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
their  neighbors,  and  certainly  well  deserve  the 
position  in  which  they  stand  before  the  public. 


ETER  LEE  PEER,  one  of  the  old- 
time  practical  farmers  of  Van  Buren 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is 
a native  of  Hocking  countv,  born 
September  <0,  1839.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Nanc\  Myres)  Leffler,  the  former  a native 
of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  both  of  German  descent.  They  came  to 
Ohio  single  and  were  married  in  Fairfield 
county,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  butch- 
ering at  first,  but  afterward  became  a farmer, 
and  after  one  or  two  changes  of  location 
brought  his  family  to  Putnam  county  about 
1852,  bought  a tract  of  w'oodland,  which  he 
cleared  up  as  far  as  he  could,  and  made  into 
quite  a comfortable  home  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  some  five  years  later,  in  1857. 
V hen  the  family  came  here,  game  was  still 
quite  plentiful,  and  Mr.  Leffler  did  considerable 
hunting  in  order  to  make  a living  for  his  family 
of  children,  which  numbered  nine,  named  as 
follows:  Levi,  unmarried,  and  now  the  owner 

of  the  old  homestead;  Daniel,  also  single  and 
living  with  Levi;  Mary,  widow  of  Samuel  Ram- 
sey and  the-  mother  of  one  child;  Catherine, 
wile  of  John  Rails,  farmer  of  Henry  county, 
Ohio;  Peter,  our  subject;  Leah,  wife  of 
1 nomas  I n at,  tanner  of  Van  Buren  township, 
Putnam  county;  David,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  Caroline,  yet  single,  and 


Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
j years.  In  his  educational  acquirements  John 
! Leffler  was  well  advanced,  and  in  his  earlier 
j days  had  taught  school  a number  of  terms;  in 
politics  he  was  a democrat,  filled  many  offices 
{ of  honor  and  trust  in  the  township,  including 
| that  of  magistrate,  and  no  man  stood  higher 
| in  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Van  Buren.’ 
With  his  wdfe,  he  w as  a devoted  member  of 
I the  Lutheran  church. 

Peter  Leffler,  subject  of  this  sketch,  has 
j always  been  identified  with  agricultural  pur- 
j suits  and  was  quite  well  educated  in  the  public 
! schools.  In  1852  he  came  to  Putnam  county 
j with  his  parents,  and  beside  assisting  to  some 
; extent  on  the  home  farm,  worked  in  his 
I younger  N ears  of  labor  about  saw-mills,  help- 
I ing  to  run  engines,  etc.  The  luther,  it  will  be 
! seen,  died  before  our  subject  reached  his  ma- 
j jority,  but  the  latter  continued  to  make  his 
I home  with  and  to  assist  his  mother  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  with  the  exception 
of  the  time  he  was  in  the  anm  . His  enlist- 
ment took  place,  in  1861,  for  three  years,  in 
, the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infantrv;  he 
| was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
i under  Col.  W.  H.  Gibson,  who  was  afterward 
| promoted  to  be  general  and  department  com- 
j mander.  Mr.  Leffler  saw'  some  severe  service 
| in  a number  of  skirmishes,  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  and  at  Stone  river  was  wounded 
in  the  right  side  by  a minie  ball,  which,  being 
cutout,  he  still  retains  a souvenir.  He  was 
confined  for  treatment  in  the  hospital  nine 
! months,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  hardly  able 

I to  perform  any  manual  labor,  and  vet  feels  the 
j • . 

effect  ol  his  wound.  At  the  time  ol  being  in- 
jured, it  should  be  mentioned  that  he  was  rap- 
1 timed  by  the  enemy,  was  held  lour  days  and 
was  re-taken  by  the  Federals  and  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  Nashville.  \fter  ha\mg  sufficiently 
j recuperated,  he  returned  to  active  service  and 
served  in  the  campaign  from  t luiltanoog:  to 
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Atlanta,  anil  in  front  of  the  latter  place  received 
a shot  in  the  leg  which  prostrated  him  tempo- 
rarily, but  did  not  disable  him  for  duty.  At 
this  point,  also,  his  term  of  service  expired, 
and,  nothing  daunted  by  the  injuries  he  had 
received,  he  made  an  effort  to  re-enlist,  but 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  disability.  He 
then  returned  home  and  is  now  the  recipient  of 
a small  pension. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Leffler  took 
place,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Punches, 
who  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  Punches,  of  German  descent, 
and  an  early  settler  of  Ohio,  but  who  later 
moved  to  Michigan,  where  he  ended  his  days. 
To  this  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Leffler  were  born 
two  children — Mary,  the  wife  of  Milton  Fisher, 
of  Van  Buren  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  John  H.,  a farmer  of  Wyandot  county. 
Mrs.  Leffler  passed  away  in  1873,  and  in  1879 
Mr.  Leffler  chose  for  his  second  helpmate  Miss 
Caroline  Hile,  who  was  born  in  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  in  1852,  a daughter  of  Adam 
Hile,  who  was  a German  by  birth  and  a tailor 
by  trade,  as  well  as  the  owner  of  a large  farm. 
He  died  in  Seneca  county,  the  father  of  seven 
children,  viz:  Solomon,  Elizabeth,  George, 

Susan,  Ellen,  Caroline  (Mrs.  Ceffler)  and 
Caura.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ceffler 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Millie, 

Ethel  F.  and  Pearl,  all  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leffler  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  but  in  politics  Mr.  Leffler  takes  little 
or  no  interest. 

After  his  first  marriage,  in  1866,  Mr.  Leffler 
lived  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  four  years,  and 
then  came  to  Putnam  county  and  purchased  a 
small  farm,  on  which  he  lived  three  years.  He 
then  bought  the  eighty-acre  tract  on  which  he 
now  lives,  and  on  which  there  was  at  the  time 
a cabin  and  a clearing  of  about  twenty-five 
acres,  but  through  the  skill  and  industry  of 
Mr.  Leffler,  as  well  as  the  exercise  of  that 


practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  for  which 
he  is  famous,  this  farm  has  been  transformed 
to  one  of  the  best  of  its  size  in  the  county, 
being  all  under  cultivation  and  improved  with 
a handsome  dwelling,  substantial  barn  and 
out-buildings,  orchard  and  wind-pump,  and  be- 
ing pleasantly  located  one  mile  and  a half 
from  Leipsic.  Mr.  Leffler  stands  very  high  in 
the  opinion  of  the  community,  not  only  for  his 
ardent  devotion  to  his  country  during  the  late 
Civil  war,  but  for  his  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable conduct  as  a civilian. 


ERNARD  LEHMKUHLE,  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Ottawa  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  it 
in  Glandorf,  Germany,  October  13, 
1813,  a son  of  George  Lehmkuhle.  He  was 
reared  a farmer,  was  married  in  his  native 
land,  about  1834,  to  Miss  Katrina  Schnupke, 
and  came  to  America  shortly  after  that  event, 
locating  at  once  in  Glandorf,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  rented  twenty-two  acres  of 
land  from  the  original  colony,  which  he  im- 
proved with  the  requisite  buildings,  and  later 
purchased  this  land  and  a tract  of  forty  acres, 
also  in  section  No.  30;  the  latter,  however,  he 
sold,  and  then  bought  fifty-two  acres  in  Pleas- 
ant township,  which  he  presented  to  his  son, 
Joseph.  After  clearing  up  his  farm,  Mr. 
Lehmkuhle  taught  public  school  in  Glandorf 
for  twelve  years,  then  returned  to  his  farm, 
where  he  rested  four  or  five  years,  after  which 
he  taught  school  in  Greensburg  township  for 
thirteen  years,  then  retired  to  his  farm  for 
four  years;  he  was  then  elected  county  auditor 
by  the  democratic  party,  and  served  two  terms; 
he  next  served  as  deputy  auditor  under  his  son 
Lewis  for  six  years,  or  two  terms,  since  when 
he  has  made  his  home  with  his  son,  William 
G.,  at  Glandorf,  where  he  is  doing  an  office 
practice  in  medicine,  having  studied  the  home- 
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opathic  school  under  Prof.  Horstman,  the 
founder  of  Glandorf,  Ohio.  Mr.  Lehmkuhle 
lost  his  wife  in  October.  1886.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  viz:  William  Charles, 
Joseph  and  Lewis. 

William  Charles  Lehmkuhle  was  born  in 
May,  1837,  on  the  home  farm  in  Ottawa  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  this  farm  he 
assisted  materially  in  clearing  up  as  he  increased 
in  years.  He  has  always  followed  farming, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  years  that 
he  devoted  to  carpentry.  He  now  owns  three 
tracts  of  land—  one  of  twenty  acres,  on  which 
he  resides,  and  one  of  fifteen  acres,  both  in 
section  No.  20,  and  one  of  forty  acres  in  sec- 
tion No.  5,  Ottawa  township.  LI  is  improv- 
inents  are  all  of  the  best,  elegant  and  conven- 
ient in'  all  respects. 

Since  1878  Mr  Lehmkuhle  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  German  Mutual  Insurance  associa- 
ciation  of  Glandorf,  which  he  assisted  in  or- 
organizing  and  which  is  one  of  the  strongest 
assurance  companies  in  northwest  Ohio.  He 
was  married,  January  19,  1859,  to  Miss  Katrina 
Elizabeth  Uphaus,  born  in  Ottawa  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  April  5,  1840,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  G.  Uphaus.  This  gracious  union 
has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  born  in 
the  following  order:  Mary  C.,  February  13, 
1863,  wife  of  Theodore  Heckman,  a black- 
smith of  Glandorf;  Catherine  E.,  March  13, 

1 806,  wife  of  Charles  Pucker,  farmer  of  lack- 
son  township;  Anna  Bernardina,  August  7, 
1868,  wife  of  William  Strautker,  also  a farmer 
of  the  same  township;  Charles  Henry,  De- 
cember 28,  1870,  married  to  Elizabeth  Beck- 
man, and  an  employ  of  the  C.,  H.  &.  I).  rail- 
road company,  with  his  residence  at  Columbus 
Grove;  Joseph  Bernard,  November  17,  1872, 
at  home;  John  Frank,  September  19,  1880, 
and  Edward  Bernard,  July  25,  1883.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Saint  John's 
Catholic  church  at  Glandorf,  and  in  politics 

17 


Mr.  Lehmkuhle  is  a stanch  democrat.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
township  and  is  universally  esteemed  for  his 
integrity  and  many  excellent  social  and  busi- 
ness qualities. 


ROF.  A.  L.  BELCH,  superintendent 
of  the  Columbus  Grove  public  schools, 
is  a native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born 
in  Tuscarawas  county,  on  July  24, 
1852.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca 
(Alford)  Belch,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ohio,  the  father  having  been  born  in  Jefferson 
county  in  July,  1812,  and  the  mother  in  Car- 
roll  county  in  1817.  The  ancestors  of  Proi. 
Belch  came  to  Ohio  from  Virginia  and  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  state.  The  parents 
lived  in  Tarcarawas  county  until  1864,  and 
then  came  to  Allen  county,  locating  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  where  they  purchased  a farm 
of  160  acres.  They  resided  in  Allen  county 
until  the  spring  of  1874,  when  they  moved  to 
West  Cairo,  and  there  remained  until  1893, 
when,  the  mother  dying,  the  father  broke  up 
housekeeping  and  went  to  Van  Wert  county, 
and  made  his  home  with  his  daughter  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  December  23,  1894. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  had  born  to  them  ten 
children,  five  of  whom— three  boys  and  two 
girls — are  living. 

Prof.  Belch  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Allen  county.  Before 
leaving  Tarcarawas  county  he  attended  the 
district  school,  and  continued  to  attend  the 
same  school  in  Allen  county  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  old.  The  first  school  away  from 
home  which  he  attended  was  one  select  term 
at  West  Cario;  the  same  year  lie  entered  the 
Normal  school  at  Ada,  where  he  attended  also 
one  term.  The  same  winter  he  taught  a 
school  in  district  No.  3,  Monroe  township. 


o) 


■ii' 

. 


*-.■ 


,J-  • 

■i >.,■  - Hi  1 '"H  ' ; : . ■.  ...  1 > 


312 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


Allen  county.  The  next  spring  he  attended 
school  one  term,  worked  on  the  farm  that  sum- 
mer, and  again  taught  during  the  winter  term. 
The  next  spring  he  took  a position  in  the  store 
of  Watt  Bros. , of  Lima,  where  he  contracted 
to  remain  for  a year’s  time.  But  the  follow- 
ing fall  the  school  directors  of  the  district 
where  he  had  taught  the  previous  winter  urged 
him  to  again  take  charge  of  their  school,  and 
finally  prevailed  upon  his  employers  to  grant 
him  permission  to  do  so.  This  they  did  with 
the  understanding  that  he  would  give  them  his 
service  on  Saturdays,  and  would  also  give 
them  one  week's  time  in  February,  when  they 
would  invoice.  Upon  these  conditions  he  took 
charge  of  the  school,  and  conducted  it  during 
the  winter,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
he  entered  a store  at  West  Cairo,  and  the  fol- 
lowing winter  he  taught  the  West  Cairo 
schools.  For  the  following  four  winters  he 
did  not  teach,  but  continued  in  the  store  at 
Cairo,  with  the  exception  of  one  month,  which 
he  spent  in  teaching  in  his  old  district,  finish- 
ing up  a term.  After  this  he  spent  two  years 
in  teaching  in  district  schools  near  West  Cairo, 
and  then  taught  one  year  in  the  intermediate 
department  of  the  Cairo  schools.  He  next 
spent  two  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Mid- 
dlepoint  (Van  Wert  county)  schools.  While 
at  Middlepoint  he  passed  his  vacations  in  the 
Normal  school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. , and  next 
moved  to  a farm  in  Monroe  township,  Allen 
county,  about  two  and  one-half  miles  south- 
west of  Columbus  Grove,  where  he  remained 
several  years,  farming  during  the  summers  and 
teaching  during  the  winters,  three  years  of 
which  time  he  was  superintendent  of  the  West 
Cairo  schools.  In  September,  1885,  Prof. 
Belch  took  the  position  of  teacher  of  the  high 
school  at  Columbus  Grove,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years.  In  1887  he  went  to  the 
country  and  taught  two  years,  returning  to 
Columbus  Grove  in  1890  as  teacher  of 


the  high  school.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  Columbus  Grove  schools, 
and  in  1892  was  re-elected  for  one  year;  in 
1893  he  was  re-elected  for  two  years,  and  in 
1895  was  re-elected  for  a term  of  three  years, 
at  an  increased  salary. 

Prof.  Belch  was  married  on  April  8,  1875, 
to  Miss  Sarah  I.  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe township,  Allen  county,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  James  C.  Porter,  who  died  in 
1877,  leaving  a widow  and  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  have 
been  born  to  Prof.  Belch  and  wife,  as  follows: 
Elsie,  born  on  November  27,  1880,  Joseph 
Earl,  born  July  17,  1883;  Golda  A.,  born 

February  21,  1886;  and  James  C.,  born  De- 
cember 15,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belch  are 
members  of  the  M.  K.  church,  and  Mr  Belch 
is  a republican  in  politics;  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  Rufus  Witnam 
lodge,  No.  364,  of  the  K.  of  P.  lodge,  No.  376, 
and  Royal  Arcanum,  No.  409,  all  of  Colum- 
bus Grove,  Ohio. 


ON.  JAMES  BELFORD,  mayor  of 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  and  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  place,  was 
born  within  one-half  a mile  of  the 
corporate  limits  of  Columbus  Grove,  on  Mat 
6,  1837.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  Belford,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneer's  of  Putnam  county. 
Joseph  Bedford  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  1,  1806,  and  was  the  son 
of  | ames  Belford,  a native  of  Virginia,  whore- 
moved  from  that  state  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  the  latter  state  to  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
in  1816,  and  there  died. 

Joseph  Belford  was  married  in  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  on  June  5,  1835,  to  Eleanor 
Geyer,  who  was  born  near  Zanesville.  Mus- 
kingum count)’,  Ohio,  October  1,  1817,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Geyer,  who  was  of  Ger- 
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man  parentage.  In  the  first  week  in  March, 
1836,  he  removed  with  his  wife  to  Putnam 
county,  and  settled  on  a farm  of  160  acres, 
which  he  purchased  in  Pleasant  township,  on 
which  our  subject  was  born.  In  1853  he  met 
with  an  accident  which  left  him  a cripple  for 
life,  and  finally  caused  his  death.  During  his 
younger  days  he  had  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  and  about  two  years  after  his  accident 
he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  and  also 
ran  a shoe  shop  in  Columbus  Grove  until  1868, 
in  which  year  his  death  occurred,  on  March  1. 
PTp  to  1865  he  made  his  home  on  his  farm, 
though  engaged  in  business  in  Columbus  Grove, 
and  in  that  year  he  moved  to  town,  where  he 
was  living  when  he  died.  His  widow  survived 
him,  dying  on  August  1,  1886.  Joseph  Bel- 
ford  was  justice  of  the  peace  of  Pleasant  town- 
ship for  twenty-one  years.  He  was  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  that  church  at  Columbus 
Grove.  To  these  parents  six  children  were 
born,  four  of  whom  survive.  Of  the  children 
Mayor  Belford  is  the  eldest.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  tarm,  and  attended  the  old  log 
school-house  of  his  day  and  neighborhood. 
He  did  not  attend  school  after  he  reached  his 
sixteenth  year,  but  he  applied  himself  dili- 
gently and  took  advantage  of  every  opportu- 
nity to  improve  his  education,  and  succeeded 
so  well  that  by  the  time  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age  he  passed  an  examination  and  secured 
a certificate  to  teach  school,  and  the  same 
year  he  taught  a district  school  in  Pleasant 
township.  He  taught  school  altogether,  five 
terms.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  removed  to 
C olumbus  Grove  and  engaged  in  the  planing- 
m ill  and  saw -mill  business,  and  was  then  ac- 
tively engaged  until  1893.  He  still  owns  the 
mill  property  but  does  not  operate  it.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  of- 
fice he  held  for  nine  yours;  a short  time  before 
his  election  ;is  justice  of  the  peace  he  took  up 


the  study  of  civil  engineering,  which  profession 
he  mastered  by  himself,  and,  purchasing  a set 
of  instruments,  he  was  engaged  in  surveying 
more  or  less,  during  all  the  time  he  was  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  continues  the  same  at  the 
! present  time.  When  the  streets  of  Columbus 
Grove  were  graded  he  did  the  civil  engineering 
of  the  same.  For  a number  of  years  he 
served  as  corporation  and  township  clerk,  and 
in  1886  was  elected  mayor  of  Columbus  Grove, 
served  twro  years,  and  in  April,  1894,  w'as 
again  elected  for  a term  of  tw'o  years.  Mr. 
Belford  w'as  married  on  October  6,  1864,  to 
Elizabeth  Elwell,  who  was  born  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  on  November 
1,  1840,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  H.  ami 
Nancy  J.  Elwell,  pioneers  of  Putnam  county. 
To  this  union  the  following  children  have  been 
born:  Clara  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin 

Hiner,  of  Columbus  Grove;  Annie  C.,  wife  of 
Lewfis  Bagley,  of  the  same  city,  Nellie,  Eliza- 
beth E.,  and  James  N. — the  latter  deceased. 

Mr.  Belford  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  at  present  secretary  of  Rufus 
Putnam  lodge,  No.  364.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer  and  chorister.  Mayor  Belford  has 
seen  Columbus  Grove  grow  from  its  very  foun- 
dation to  its  present  size,  as  he  was  here  be- 
fore it  was  laid  out. 


CD 


ICHAEL  LEIDY,  a prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  farmer  of  Jackson 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
March  27,  1820,  and  is  the  son  oi  Michael 
and  Jane  (Inglebright)  Leidy.  1 he  father 
was  born  in  the  same  county  in  the  year  1790, 
but  the  grandfather,  also  Michael  Leidy,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  his 
youth  and  located  in  Pennsylvania  1 he  grand- 
mother, Mary,  was  born  at  sea.  To  the  grand- 
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parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  eight 
children  were  born;  the  father  of  Michael,  of 
this  review,  was  the  second  youngest  son,  was 
reared  on  a farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1815 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Jane  Inglebright;  to 
them  twelve  children  were  born,  of  whom 
eight  were  named  as  follows:  Mrs.  Charlotte 

Geis,  deceased;  Michael,  William  Henry  and 
Ann,  deceased;  Sarah  Jane;  John,  deceased, 
and  Benjamin  F.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, Jane  (Inglebright)  Leidy,  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1795,  her 
father  being  Samuel  Inglebright,  of  English 
ancestry,  and  her  mother,  Jane,  of  Dutch  de- 
scent. In  1842  the  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  where,  after 
living  a year,  the  father  died,  August  13,  1843. 
He  was  an  old-line  whig  and  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  The  mother  was  also  a 
member  of  the  same  church,  and  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1854. 

Michael  Leidy,  the  third,  and  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  spent  his  early  years  on  the 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1842,  when  he  came  west  to 
Franklin  county,  Ohio.  In  August  of  1840  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Matilda,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Colder)  Ashway,  and  to 
them  four  children  were  born,  viz:  Mrs.  Eliza 

Clarkson,  of  Paulding  county,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Mary  Donnell,  deceased,  of  Union  township 
(see  sketch  of  William  Donnell);  William  and 
John,  living  on  part  of  the  homestead.  The 
wife  and  mother  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa.,  September  11,  1822,  and  died  November 
1 1,  1867.  She  was  a woman  of  sterling  worth 
and  died  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  After  locating  in  Franklin  county,  in 
1842,  Mr.  Leidy  began  farming  in  connection 
with  blacksmithing,  continuing  in  this  until 
[855,  when  lie  came  to  Jackson  township, 
Putnam  county,  and  here  bought  a farm  of 


1 12  acres,  on  a part  of  which  he  at  present 
lives.  On  January  1,  1857,  while  attending 
dinner  services,  his  house  was  destroyed  by 
tire,  burning  the  lumber  stored  for  the  erection 
of  a new  house,  and  $1,100  in  money.  The 
tire  was  the  work  of  incendiaries  and  the  rob- 
bers secured  $63  in  gold  and  silver.  After  this 
serious  misfortune  he  followed  his  trade  for 
the  next  five  years,  and  afterward  farmed  and 
blacksmithed,  when,  on  August  6,  1862,  he 
entered,  as  orderl)',  company  I,  Ninety-ninth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  valiantly  served 
his  country  two  years  and  nine  months,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  on  account  of  consolida- 
tion of  troops.  He  participated  in  all  the  bat- 
tles between  Louisville  and  Atlanta,  n ith  but 
one  exce  ption.  June  9,  1868,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Mary  (Barker)  Faler,  the  widow  of 
Henry  Faler,  and  in  this  union  hve  childrer 
were  born,  viz:  Ella,  wife  of  Edward  Holmes, 

a blacksmith;  Melinda  Ann,  wife  of  Frank 
Holmes,  of  Seneca  county;  Ida;  Bennie  and 
Samuel,  deceased.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Shelby  county,  Ohio,  October  28,  1841,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary  Barker. 
In  1855  Mary  Barker,  the  present  Mrs.  Michael 
Leidy,  was  married  to  Henry  Faler,  and  this 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
viz:  Lucinda,  of  Union  City,  Ind. ; David,  of 

Utica,  Ind.;  Eliza,  wife  of  W illiam  Leidy,  and 
Joseph,  in  the  west.  The  father  of  these 
children,  Henry  Faler,  was  born  in  Logan 
county,  Ohio,  January  30,  1833.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  war  and  a member  of 
company  I,  Ninety-sixth  regiment  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  and  died  in  the  service,  January 
11,  1 863. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Leidy  took 
his  wife  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
which  is  not  his  forest  home  on  locating  in  this 
county,  but  a part  ol  the  same,  and  the  home- 
stead is  now  occupied  by  his  son  John.  Tin 
grandfathers  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leidy  were 
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in  the  war  of  1812,  and  their  children  have 
apparently  inherited  the  same  patriotic  spirit 
in  the  defense  of  their  country.  Mr.  Leidy  is 
pre-eminently  a self-made  man,  as  he  made 
for  himself  an  honored  name,  a good  home, 
and  a stainless  reputation  for  honest)-'  and  in- 
tegrity, and  no  citizen  of  Jackson  township 
stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
than  he.  He  has  filled  numerous  public  offi- 
ces of  the  township  and  school  district  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Both  husband 
and  wife  are  prominent  and  worthy  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  which  Mr. 
Leidy  has  been  class  leader  and  steward.  Po- 
litically he  is  a republican  and  of  the  kind  that 
makes  the  party  better  for  their  support  and 
affiliation 


y*  ILLIAM  LEIDY,  who  is  one  of  the 
£ m I most  prominent  and  progressive  of 
III  the  young  farmers  in  jackson  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  June  9,  1852.  His  parents  were 

Michael  and  Matilda  (Ashway)  Leidy,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  in  detail  above.  When  quite 
young  his  parents  moved  to  a farm  in  Putnam 
county,  where  William  learned  to  farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  On  June  29, 
1875,  he  was  married  to  Eliza,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Barker)  haler.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  on  April  20, 
1858;  when  but  seven  years  of  age  her  father 
died  and  sin;  was  bound  out  to  a Mr.  Bruner, 
with  whom  she  lived  until  she  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  she  returned  to  the  home 
of  her  mother,  who  is  now  married  to  Michael 
Leidy.  Here  she  met  Mr.  Leidy,  her  present 
husband 

After  marriage  the  young  couple  located 
where  Mn  liael  Leidy  now  lives,  but  in  a year  ! 
they  moved  across  the  river  where  they  re-  1 
mained  two  years.  In  1888  they  moved  onto 


a piece  of  uncleared  land,  the  site  of  their 
present  home,  worked  industriously  and  soon 
had  a place  cleared  and  a modern  house 
erected,  and  here  our  subject  has  ever  since 
continued  to  improve  his  farm.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  William  Leidy  and 
wife,  as  follows:  Eleanor,  born  February  28, 

1878;  Emma  Alice,  born  November  20,  1881, 
but  who  died  February  25,  1884;  and  William 
B.,  born  August  24,  1885.  Mr.  Leidy  is  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  in  religion  is  an 
active  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
in  which  he  has  been  steward  for  several 
years,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  trustee. 
His  wife  and  daughter  are  also  members  of 
this  church,  and  all  three  are  active  workers 
in  advancing  its  prosperity.  Mr.  Leidy  is  a 
public-spirited  man,  a good  neighbor,  is  pro- 
gressive, and  is  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  His  present  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances, as  will  readily  have  been  per- 
ceived, are  entirely  the  result  of  his  own 
industry. 


OHN  LEIDY,  a brother  of  William 
Leidy,  whose  biography  can  be  found 
in  conjunction  with  this  memoir,  is,  as 
will  be  seen  by  a persual  of  that  sketch, 
a son  of  Michael  and  Matilda  (Aslnvay)  Leidy, 
and  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 27,  1854.  His  childhood,  however,  was 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Putnam  county, 
where  his  father  had  moved,  and  where,  dur- 
j the  winter,  he  attended  the  common  school. 

! The  26th  of  October,  1879,  he  married  Al- 
berta Captold,  the  estimable  daughter  of 
Lelah  and  Isabel  M.  (Taylor)  Barnard;  this 
lady  was  born  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 29,  i860,  and  died  September  11,  1895. 

After  their  marriage  John  Leidy  and  wife 
located  in  Paulding  county,  where  they  lived 
three  years  on  a farm.  In  1882  Mr.  Leidy 
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returned  to  Putnam  county  and  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township  one  year,  and  then 
on  his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  the  same  town- 
ship two  years,  and  on  another  farm  two 
years,  and  in  1887  moved  upon  the  old  hotne- 
sread  farm,  where  he  now  lives  and  prospers 
and  is  respected  by  all.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  has  held  the  office  of  super- 
visor one  year.  He  is  a prominent  and  suc- 
cessful young  farmer,  always  progressive  and 
active.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Infant  son,  deceased; 

Emma  Myrtle,  who  died  when  four  years  old; 
Michael,  born  July  9,  1882;  Sylvester,  who 
was  four  months  and  four  days  old  when  he 
died;  P'rank  Earl,  born  March  12,  1885;  Ola 
May,  born  September  4,  1886;  Matilda  Belle, 
born  December,  1887;  Curry  Abraham,  born 
June  15,  1889;  Annie  Elwood,  who  died,  aged 
eight  months;  and  Chester  Ansel,  born  March 
2,  1894.  The  living  children  of  this  family 
have  all  been  educated  in  best  manner  possi- 
ble, and  are  to-day  a credit  to  the  community 
m which  they  live. 


BERDINAND  LEININGER,  of  Jack- 
son  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
is  a man  who  has  had  many  experi- 
ences, having  served  in  two  wars  on 
two  continents.  He  was  born  October  5, 
1830,  in  Schwartzburg,  Sondershausen,  Ger- 
man)'. His  parents  were  Adam  and  Amelia 
(Levy)  Leininger,  the  former  of  whom  had 
been  born  in  the  same  place,  and  had  died 
eighteen  months  after  his  son’s  birth,  who,  on 
his  father’s  death,  was  taken  and  reared  by 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  Leininger,  his  grand- 
parents. Christian  was  an  office  holder  for 
life,  serving  in  a capacity  somewhat  similar  to 
that  of  sheriff  in  this  country. 

Ferdinand  Leininger  was  educated  in  Ger- 
many and  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 


ship-carpenter  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
He  worked  at  this  for  five  years,  and  in  1851 
enlisted  in  the  German  army,  and  for  eighteen 
months  served  in  the  Crimean  war  against 
Turkey.  On  peace  being  declared,  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  He  again  followed  his 
trade  until  1861,  when  he  came  to  America 
and  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  in  which  he 
served  faithfully  three  years,  and  then  went 
into  the  United  States  navy,  in  which  he 
served  three  more  years,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Annapolis  in  July,  1867.  In  the 
same  year  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  in  April,  1868,  married  Mrs.  Phena ''Friend) 
Allemeier  (see  sketch  of  Henry  Friend),  who 
was  born  July  18,  1833,  in  Pennsylvania;  her 
parents  were  born  in  Germany.  In  i650  she 
had  married  Frederick  Allemeier,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1823,  and  died  u;  1862. 
To  that  union  there  were  born  six  children: 
Jake  and  William,  carpenters  in  Fort  Jen- 
nings; Henry,  a carpenter  living  in  Illinois; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  H Yuner;  Caroline,  wife  of 
Otto  Naustner,  of  Spencerville;  and  Louisa, 
wife  of  P’rank  Lye,  of  Delphos.  After  his  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Allemeier,  Mr.  P.eininger  settled 
on  the  place  where  he  has  ever  since  lived, 
happy  in  enjoying  a home  after  the  man)-  vicis- 
situdes of  his  earlier  life  as  a soldier  and  sailor. 
Two  sons  have  been  born  to  him,  to  lighten 
and  make  happy  his  old  age:  John,  twenty- 

seven  years  of  age,  and  Fred,  twenty-five  years 
old,  both  of  Jennings  township.  Politically 
Mr.  Leininger  is  a republican,  and  he,  with 
his  lovable  family,  are  highly  respected  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  church.  Since  settling 
here  he  has  followed  farming  industriously 
and  has  been  very  successful.  The  habit 
formed  on  shipboard  of  “a  [dace  for  every- 
thing and  everything  in  its  place,"  stdl  clings 
to  him,  and  his  farm  is  neatly  kept  He  is  a 
well-educated  and  intelligent  citizen,  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  his  associates. 
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EROY  J.  LEMLEY,  a native  of  Mo- 
nongalia county,  Va.  (now  West  Va.), 
was  born  July  io,  1837,  and  was 
reared  to  farming  by  his  parents,  of 
whom  fuller  mention  will  be  made  further  on, 
and  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  reached 
his  majority.  In  the  interval  between  this 
event  and  that  of  his  marriage,  in  the  year  of 
1861,  the  details  of  which  are  given  below,  he 
made  some  money  for  himself  and  settled  on 
his  newly  bought  farm.  The  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion opened  in  the  year  he  was  wedded,  and 
as  he  did  not  care  to  join  the  forces  marshaled 
for  the  defense  of  the  Union,  he  paid  a good 
round  sum  for  a substitute,  though  he  was  at 
heart  a Union  man.  Nevertheless,  every 
abled-bodied  man  in  the  county  was  enrolled 
as  a.  member  of  the  home  guard,  and  Mr.  Lem- 
ley  was  frequently  called  to  aid  in  repelling  an 
invasion  of  his  state  by  the  enemy.  He  lived 
on  the  farm  he  first  purchased  until  1871, 
when  he  came  to  Riley  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  purchased,  at  first,  160 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  added  eighty  acres, 
210  acres  of  which  are  now  under  cultivation, 
and  this  is  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
and  which  is  improved,  as  every  good  farm 
should  be,  with  excellent  buildings  and  under 
drainage.  He  formerly  gave  a great  deal  of 
attention  to  stock  breeding,  but  of  late  years 
has  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  general 
farming,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he  accu- 
mulated more  wealth  than  was  necessary  to 
defray  expenses,  and  wisely  invested  his  sur- 
plus in  banking,  being  now  vice-president  of 
the  People’s  bank  at  Columbus  Grove.  In 
politics  Mr  Lemley  is  a republican,  and  as  a 
good  cit'izi  n has  served  in  several  minor  town- 
ship offices,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  politic, 1!  honors. 

'flu  parents  of  L.  J.  Letnley  were  Asa  and 
Elizabeth  (Evans)  Lemley,  both  natives  of 
Greene  county,  Pa.,  but  who,  after  marriage, 


removed  to  West  Virginia  (then  part  of  Vir- 
ginia), the  removal  taking  place  about  the 
year  1830.  The  children  that  came  to  bless 
the  union  of  Asa  and  Elizabeth  Lemley  were 
five  in  number,  and  were  named  in  order  of 
birth  as  follows:  Martha,  who  was  married 

to  Alford  Morris,  of  Virginia;  Lewis,  residing 
on  the  old  • homestead ; Leroy,  j r . , the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Alexander,  farming  near  the  old 
home,  and  David,  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. The  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
1874,  and  the  father  in  1878,  both  within  the 
pale  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

The  first  marriage  of  Leroy  J.  Lemley,  our 
subject,  was  with  Miss  Sarah  Layton,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Linning)  Layton, 
of  West  Virginia,  Peter  Layton  being  a tan- 
ner. The  children  of  Peter  and  Catherine 
Layton  were  seven  in  number  and  were  named 
as  follows:  Susan,  who  still  lives  in  West  Vir- 

ginia; Abraham,  who  died  in  1867;  George, 
whose  death  took  place  in  1858;  Lewis,  in  the 
queensware  business,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ; Sarah, 
who  became  the  first  wife  of  our  subject; 
Louisa,  married  to  a Mr.  Postlewait,  of  Mis- 
souri; and  Rebecca,  wife  of  David  Core,  of 
Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 
To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Sarah 
Layton  were  born  the  following  children : Two 
that  died  in  infancy;  Alice,  wife  of  William 
Alkire;  Charles,  a farmer;  Mary  and  Eliza- 
beth, yet  at  home.  In  1877,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Lemley  was  called  away  from  her  sorrowing 
husband  and  children,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the 
United  Brethren  church.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Lemley  took  place  in  1885,  to 
Miss  Abiah  Day,  daughter  of  Elam  Day,  a 
lawyer  of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1889, 
his  wife  having  died  in  1880,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren, viz:  Emma,  wife  of  Burt  Clippinger; 

James,  a carpenter  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Lewis, 
of  Ottawa;  Amos,  of  Toledo;  and  Abiah,  wife 
I of  Mr.  Lemley.  To  this  second  marriage  of 
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our  subject  have  been  born  four  children, 
named  Laura,  Peter,  Mabel  and  Lewis.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemley  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  and  socially  stand 
among  the  most  worthy  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 


S.  LENHART,  ex-county  treasurer 
of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Ottawa,  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  county  since 
the  year  1 860.  Mr.  Lenhart  was  born  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  February  13,  1837, 
and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia  (Sprinkle) 
Lenhart.  These  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  for  many  years 
Jacob  Lenhart  was  a minister  of  the  River 
Brethren  church,  to  which  he  devoted  the  best 
energies  of  his  life.  His  house  was  used  as  a 
place  of  worship,  and  services  were  held  therein 
every  alternate  week  for  years  while  he  re- 
sided in  Mahoning  county,  and  later  his  place 
served  the  same  purpose  in  the  counties  of 
Hancock  and  Putnam.  Jacob  and  Lydia  Len- 
hart had  a large  family  consisting  of  sixteen 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  those  who  grew  to 
maturity:  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob 

Metzler;  George,  Peter,  David  and  Henry, 
twins;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Green;  John;  Lydia,  wife  of  Caleb  Bckerman; 
Reuben  S.  ; Martha,  wife  of  John  Cartwright; 
William  S. ; Anna,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Green,  and  Jonas. 

William  S.  Lenhart  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Hancock  county,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
began  learning  in  the  city  of  Springfield  the 
trade  of  harness  making,  at  which  he  worked 
foi  a period  of  three  years.  In  i860  he  re- 
turned to  the  home  farm,  which  he  managed 


for  seven  years  thereafter,  and  in  1867  was 
married  to  Miss  Matilda  Hall,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Margaret  Hall,  of  Putnam  county. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Lenhart  purchased  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Riley  township,  upon 
which  he  resided  four  years,  disposing  of  the 
same  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  buying  his 
father-in-law’s  place,  consisting  of  160  acres 
in  the  aforesaid  township,  where  he  lived  for 
about  two  years;  he  then  sold  the  latter  place 
and  purchased  a farm  of  130  acres  adjoining 
Columbus  Grove,  upon  which  he  spent  four 
years,  and  then  moved  to  that  town  and  em- 
barked in  the  hardware  business  for  two  years. 
Serving  his  connection  with  the  mercantile 
trade,  Mr.  Lenhart  next  turned  his  attention 
to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock,  also 
looking  after  his  farm  interests.  He  v us  en- 
gaged in  stock  buying  for  about  sixteen  years, 
during  which  time  he  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness,  his  field  of  operation  being  Putnam  and 
Allen  counties.  While  a resident  of  Columbus 
Grove,  Mr  Lenhart  erected  a large  two-story 
brick  block  and  in  many  other  ways  did  much 
toward  the  material  advantage  of  that  town. 

In  September,  1891,  Mr.  Lenhart  moved 
to  Ottawa  for  the  purpose  of  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  the  county  treasurer's  office,  to 
which  position  he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of 
[890,  by  a majority  of  300.  His  partv,  the 
republican,  was  defeated  that  year  by  a ma- 
jority of  1,900,  and  his  election,  in  spite  of 
such  an  overwhelming  opposition,  speaks  vol- 
umes for  his  popularity  with  the  masses  of  the 
people.  Hi-  discharged  his  official  functions 
for  a period  of  two  years  and  proved  a most 
capable  public  servant  At  the  expiration  of 
his  official  term,  Mr.  Lenhart  retired  from 
active  life  and  is  now  spending  his  declining 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  quiet  and  con- 
tent which  only  those  know  how  to  enjoy  who 
have  been  so  long  and  prominently  identified 
with  business  and  public  interests.  Mr.  .on- 
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hart  is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  Masonic  fraternities,  in  the  latter  of  which 
he  stands  very  high,  having  taken  a number 
oi  degrees,  including  those  of  chapter,  council 
and  Sir  Knight.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenhart  are 
the  parents  of  two  children — Lulu,  wife  of  W: 
M Reese,  and  Della 


HEODORE  LEOPOLD,  a represent- 
ative agriculturist  of  Ottawa  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Glandorf,  in  the  same 
township,  August  24,  1850,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  place.  February 
19,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Wilhelmina  Kem- 
per, who  was  born  in  Glandorf  in  1850,  a 
daughter  of  B.  H.  and  Wilhelmina  (Myer) 
Kemper.  One  year  after  this  important  event 
Mr.  Leopold  moved  to  the  farm  he  now  occu- 
pies in  section  No.  17,  Ottawa  township,  which 
farm  now  comprises  1 37  acres,  all  of  which  he 
has  cleared  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five 
acres,  and  cultivates  a general  farm.  Mr. 
Leopold  also  owns  160  acres  in  section  No.  5, 
Ottawa  township,  divided  into  two  tracts  of 
eighty  acres  each,  and  one  of  the  tracts  he  has 
himself  cleared,  now  having  both  under  culti- 
vation. In  1894  he  erected  on  his  home  place 
a modern  two-story  brick  dwelling,  complete 
in  all  its  parts,  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
neighborhood  or  township,  being  56x40  feet  in 
its  ground  plan.  This  is  the  second  dwelling 
he  has  erected  on  this  farm,  the  first  being'  a 
frame,  which  he  removed  bod il \ to  Glandorf. 
He  has  also  erected  on  home  place  good,  sub- 
stantial, commodious' barns  for  stock  and  grain, 
and  the  farm  is  quite  complete  in  all  its  ap- 
pointment-. Mr.  Leopold  also  owns  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Glandorf,  which  is  one 
of  the  old  si  brick  edifices  in  this  part  of  the 
c.  lunty. 

Mr.  Leopold,  although  yet  aiming  man,  is 
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well  known  in  business  circles,  as  he  was  en- 
gaged for  eight  years  in  the  milling  business  at 
Glandorf,  in  partnership  with  I.  H.  Kahle,  and 
made  a splendid  record.  Besides  this,  he  at 
the  same  time  carried  on  his  farming  opera- 
tions, and,  in  addition,  stock  raising  to  a large 
extent.  He  has  always  been  energetic  as  a 
business  man,  and  as  a citizen  is  one  of  the 
most  public  spirited  in  the  township,  always 
favoring  movements  designed  for  the  public 
good.  He  has  a family  of  seven  children, 
named  as  follows:  John,  Philomena,  Corne- 

lia, Herbert,  William,  Anna  and  Laura.  In 
religion  the  family  are  Catholics  and  com- 
municants at  Saint  John’s  church  at  Glandorf. 
Politically  Mr.  Leopold  is  a democrat,  but  has 
never  been  a seeker  after  office,  although  he  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  township, 
with  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem. 


BRANK  LERO,  a substantial  farmer  of 
Palmer  township,  Putnam  county, 
and  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1S54,  and  there  his  early  life  was 
passed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  grand- 
father, Andrew,  was  a native  of  France,  and 
there  lived  under  the  various  rules  of  king,  em- 
peror, and  president,  and  there  passed  his  life 
away.  Andrew  Eero,  Jr.,  son  of  Andrew 
above  mentioned,  was  also  born  in  France,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  in  1796.  He  was 
taught  the  trade  of  a tailor  and  was  quite  an 
artist  in  his  line.  He  married  Mary  Krause, 
who  was  of  German  ancestry,  and  by  her  be- 
came the  father  of  the  following  children: 
1 Tracy,  deceased;  Frank,  our  subject;  Michael; 
1 Angeline,  wife  of  Adam  Clemmens;  Joseph; 

Martin;  Annie,  wife  of  John  Reynon;  and 
] Lucy,  deceased.  Andrew  Loro  and  the 
younger  members  ol  his  fanni\  came  to  the 
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United  States  in  1850,  and  for  eighteen  years 
resided  in  Seneca  count)’,  Ohio,  and  then 
moved  to  Adams  township,  Defiance  county, 
Mrs.  Lero  having  died  in  Seneca  county, 
March  3,  1 866,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church.  In  1875  Mr.  Lero  moved  to  Kansas 
and  now  rests  in  his  grave  at  Osage  Mission, 
having  died  in  Crawford  county  in  September, 
187.9. 

Frank  Lero,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  well  educated  in  both  the  English 
and  German  languages,  and,  although  reared  a 
practical  farmer,  began  his  business  life  in  a 
saw-mill  and  stave  factory,  of  which  he  was 
foreman  for  eleven  years;  for  five  vears,  also, 
he  was  a head  sawyer  for  different  firms,  and 
by  this  means  accumulated  sufficient  means  to 
purchase  his  present  farm,  in  1892,  and  on 
which  he  settled  May  27,  1894.  This  place 
comprises  forty  acres,  of  which  twenty-seven 
acres  are  devoted  to  fruit  culture,  he  having 
one  of  the  best  orchards  in  the  township.  He 
has  a neat  and  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
good,  substantial  farm  buildings;  his  remain- 
ing acres  are  in  a first-class  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  as  one  of  the  best  hor- 
ticulturists and  agriculturists  in  the  township. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lero  is  a democrat  and  in 
religion  a Catholic.  October  16,  1872,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Diemer,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1854,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catherine  (Wilhelm)  Diemer, 
who  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  and  quite  early 
settlers  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
had  born  to  them  two  children — Mary  and 
Frances. 

Mr.  Lero,  although  yet  a comparatively 
young  man,  has  made  a fair  competence 
through  his  skillful  management  of  his  farm, 
which  he  had  won  through  his  earlier  efforts 
in  life.  He.  stands  well  in  the  esteem  of  his 
neighbors,  and  is  of  that  caliber  which  leads 
to  the  upbuilding  and  prosperity  of  any  com- 


munity. His  progress  through  life  has  been 
very  prosperous,  and  the  future  gives  promise 
of  still  greater  success. 


OSHIJA  C.  LIGHT,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing insurance  men  of  Ottawa,  and  a 
soldier  of  the  late  war,  is  a native  of 
Virginia,  born  in  the  town  of  Pledges- 
ville,  Berkeley  county,  April  23,  1839.  He  is 
a descendant  from  an  English  family,  his 
great-grandfather  having  come  to  America,  as 
a British  soldier,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. At  the  close  of  that  struggb  he  de- 
cided to  remain  in  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  pa  ;- ed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  had  two  sons,  one 
of  whom,  Cornelius,  the  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  about  the  year  1783. 
Cornelius  Light  married,  in  that  citv  Eliza- 
beth Cabol,  a German  lady,  and  some  years 
later,  about  1822  or  1823,  removed  with  his 
family  to  Leitersburg,  Md.,  where  he  made 
his  home  many  years,  working  at  his  trade, 
that  of  shoemaking.  His  death  occurred  about 
1856;  he  had  a family  of  four  children,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  one  of  whom,  Elias 
Light,  spent  a part  of  his  life  in  Maryland,  and 
afterward  immigrated  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Champaign  county,  where  he  became  a promi- 
nent citizen.  About  the  year  1867  he  changed 
his  residence  to  the  county  of  Putnam,  and  here 
remained  until  his  death  in  1873.  l he  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  Cornelius’  children: 
Elias,  Samuel,  father  of  Joshua  C.,  and  John, 
who  died  in  Virginia  in  1850. 

Samuel  Light  was  born  in  March,  1819,  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  died  in  Ot- 
tawa, Ohio,  January  24,  1874.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  state  and  when  a young  man  went 
to  Virginia,  where  he  married  Amy  Chew,  and 
where  he  resided  until  his  removal  tc  Wash- 
ington City,  D.  C.,  in  1844.  He  afterward 
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lived  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Cincinnati  and  Ur- 
bana,  Ohio,  and  in  i 866  became  a resident  of 
the  county  of  Putnam,  Ohio,  locating  in  Perry 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1868, 
in  which  year  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Ottawa.  Samuel  Light  was  a devout  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which 
he  held  the  office  of  class  leader  for  many 
years,  and  was  noted  for  the  vigorous  stand 
he  took  in  opposition  to  tobacco  and  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  Politically  he  was  a democrat. 
Mrs.  Amy  Light  was  born  in  Berkeley  county, 
Ya.,  April  19,  1818,  and  died  in  1892.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth 
iMcNelley)  Chew,  of  Welsh  and  Scotch-Irish 
descent  respectively.  Joshua  Chew  was  born 
in  Maryland,  April  23,  1770,  and  died  in  1858. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  is 
remembered  as  a very  quiet  man,  far  above 
the  average  in  intelligence  and  a strong  whig 
in  politics.  Mrs.  Chew  departed  this  life  in 
1872.  Samuel  and  Amy  Light  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Joshua  C. ; 

John  W.,  deceased;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  V.  Har- 
mann,  died  January  1,  1870;  Hezekiah  C., 
died  August  3,  1878;  Milton  C.,  of  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.  ; Mary  E.,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Samuel 
E, , of  Moline,  111.;  Caroline,  wife  of  Calvin 
Ere)',  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  Frank  a well- 
known  physician  and  surgeon  of  Ottawa. 

Joshua  C.  Light,  when  young,  attended 
the  common  schools  in  winter  and  assisted 
with  the  farm  work  during  the  summer  season, 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Rebellion. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to 
the  country,  enlisting  April  17,  1861,  in  corn- 
pan)'  k,  Second  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  for 
three  months;  this  was  the  first  company  raised 
in  Champaign  county.  While  in  the  three 
months'  service  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Bui!  Run,  and  shortly  after  returning  home  re- 
enlisted  October  11,  1861,  in  company  K, 

Sixty-sixth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  of  which 


he  was  made  sergeant.  He  was  with  his  com- 
mand in  the  Virginia  campaign,  took  part  in  a 
number  of  battles,  among  which  were  Port 
Republic,  Cedar  Mountain,  second  Bull  Run, 
Antietam,  and  was  discharged  April  25,  1863. 
He  entered  the  army  a third  time  in  1864,  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  regiment, 
Ohio  national  guard,  with  which  he  partici- 
pated in  Gen.  Butler’s  campaign  on  Appomat- 
tox river,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
August  of  the  same  year. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  service 
Mr.  Light  returned  to  Champaign  county  and 
engaged  in  teaching,  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, for  a period  of  twenty-eight  years  in 
the  counties  of  Champaign  and  Putnam.  He 
became  a resident  of  the  latter  in  1871,  taught 
in  the  district  schools  during  the  winter  season, 
and  followed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  the 
summer.  In  1877  Mr.  Light  accepted  a posi- 
tion in  the  city  schools  of  Ottawa,  which  he 
held  for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  which  fact 
certainly  speaks  well  for  his  ability  as  an  in- 
structor. He  severed  his  connection  with  ed- 
ucational work  in  [890  to  become  postmaster 
of  Ottawa,  which  position  he  held  until  1894, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business, 
which  he  has  since  continued.  He  represents 
a number  of  the  leading  life  and  fire  insurance 
companies  of  the  United  States,  also  one  of 
the  leading  companies  of  England,  and  does 
an  extensive  business  in  his  line.  Mr.  Light 
has  been  active  in  church  work  for  many  years, 
being  at  this  time  one  of  the  leading  Sunday- 
school  men  of  Ottawa;  he  has  held  the  office 
of  class  leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  has  served  for  some  years  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  and  stew- 
ard of  the  congregation.  Politically  lie  affil- 
iates with  the  republican  party,  but  is  not  a 
partisan  in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is 
usually  understood.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  belonging  to  Ottawa 
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lodge,  No.  326,  Ottawa  chapter,  No.  1 15,  and 
Putnam  council,  No.  69.  He  also  belongs  to 
Thomas  Allen  post,  No.  578,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
which  he  is  post  commander,  and  he  held  the 
position  of  colonel  of  the  first  county  battalion. 

Mr.  Light  was  married  September  21,1 866, 
to  Miss  j Susan  Thompson,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  -'Susan  Thompson.  Mrs.  Light  was 
born  February  16,  1847,  in  Champaign  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all 
daughters;  their  names  are  as  follows:  Win- 

ifred, principal  of  the  Seventh  ward  school, 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  has  been  engaged  in  ed- 
ucational work  since  since  1883;  the  second 
daughter,  Carrie,  is  the  wife  of  William  Ack- 
erman, agent  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & 
Dayton  railroad,  of  Ottawa;  Myrta  is  the  wife 
of  Noah  Huddle,  of  Moline,  111.;  Eleanore 
married  Oliver  C.  Tallbott;  May  is  clerk  in 
the  Bee  Hue  store,  Ottawa;  Amy  is  a teacher 
in  the  Ottawa  public  school,  and  Zoa  lives  at 
home  with  her  parents. 


BRANK  LIGHT,  M.  D.,  of  Ottawa, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  m Urbana, 
Champaign  count)’,  Ohio,  March  2, 
1861,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Amy  (Chew)  Light.  He  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  city  of  Ottawa,  receiving  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  common  schools  and 
graduating  from  the  high  school  of  that  city  in 
l 880;  he  next  read  medicine  with  I)r.  Paul,  a 
prominent  physician  of  the  city,  and  being  thus 
thoroughly  prepared  for  advanced  studies, 
entered  the  Columbus  Medical  college,  from 
which  he  was  a graduate  in  1883.  He  then 
returned  to  Ottawa  and  for  a year  practiced 
his  profession  in  company  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, Dr.  Paul,  following  which  period  he 
practiced  for  sixteen  months  in  Custar,  Wood 
county.  For  the  following  six  years  he  fol- 
lowed a successful  professional  career  in  West 


Leipsic,  Putnam  county,  after  which  he  had  a 
valuable  practice  for  fifteen  months  in  Chicago, 
111.  He  then  returned  to  Ottawa,  and  resumed 
practice  among  his  many  friends.  Although 
still  a young  practitioner,  his  abilities  have 
been  freely  recognized  by  his  fellow-profes- 
sionals as  well  as  by  the  public  in  general,  and 
lie  is  now  a member  of  the  Northwestern  Ohio 
Medical  association  and  the  Putnam  County 
Medical  society.  He  is  physician  for  the  county 
infirmary,  is  United  States  pension  examining 
surgeon,  having  been  appointed  to  the  latter 
position  March  20,  1894,  and  is  also  health 
officer  for  Ottaw'a,  Ohio.  In  politics  the  doc- 
tor is  a stanch  democrat,  and  when  a r.  sident 
of  West  Leipsic  was  a member  of  the  council 
for  six  years. 

The  doctor  w'as  married  July  29,  1891,  to 
Miss  Aramanta  V.  Bartholomew,  daughter  of 
Rev.  A.  S.  and  Sarah  (Scott)  Bartholomew, 
of  Lima,  Oeio,  both  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased. This  marriage  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  tw'O  children,  Sarah  Margaret  and 
Frank  B.  The  religious  faith  of  the  doctor 
and  his  wife  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to 
the  tenets  of  which  they  faithfully  adhci" 


G^OL.  JACOB  L’H.  LONG  is  an  Ohio 
man,  born  in  the  town  of  Franklin, 
Warren  count),  on  the  28th  day  of 
June,  1833,  and  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Maria  (L’Hommedieu)  Long.  Paternally  he 
is  descended  from  English  ancestors,  while  on 
the  mother’s  side  there  Hows  in  his  veins  the 
blood  of  the  French,  English,  and  Irish,  the 
characteristics  of  which  sturdy  races  have  been 
reproduced  in  his  life. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years,  young  Long  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
received  his  literary  education,  attending,  first, 
private  schools,  and  later  Saint  |olm’s  college, 
in  which  institution  he  made  substantial  prog- 
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ress  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning. 
While  still  quite  young,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  civil  engineering,  and  so  well 
did  he  master  the  intricacies  of  the  profession 
that,  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  a division  of  the  Springfield 
and  Delaware  railroad,  as  division  engineer. 
I.ater  he  accepted  the  position  of  chief  engi-  | 
neer  of  the  Memphis  & Charleston  railroad,  with 
which  company  he  continued  for  some  time 
and  then  returned  to  Ohio,  in  which  state  and  in 
Iowa  he  was  professionally  employed  for  several 
years.  In  1853  he  was  engaged  in  the  prelimi- 
nary survey  of  the  Dayton  & Michigan  railroad 
through  Ohio,  and  the  better  to  prosecute  the 
work  he  located  in  the  same  year  at  Ottawa, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
in  Dayton  he  has  since  resided.  After  severing 
his  connection  with  the  aforesaid  road,  Mr. 
Long  continued  civil  engineering  in  Ohio,  and 
other  states  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
rebellion,  at  which  time  he  tendered  his  serv- 
ices to  his  country,  enlisting  in  April,  1861,  in 
company  I),  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  for 
the  three  months’  ser\ ice.  Shortly  after  the 
organization  of  said  company  Mr.  Long  was 
made  third  sergeant  of  the  same,  and  later  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  regimental  engineer, 
with  the  rank  of  captain,  which  position  he 
held  until  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of 
this  term  of  service. 

In  May,  1862,  Capt.  Long,  again  entered 
the  army  as  member  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  but  shortly  thereafter  was 
transferred  to  the  Eighty-seventh  Ohio,  as  ad- 
jutant, with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and 
when  the  latter  regiment  was  recruited  for  vet- 
eran services  he  was  appointed  major.  Sub- 
sequently, upon  the  consolidation  of  the 
Eighty-seventh  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fifth,  Maj.  Long  severed  his  connec- 
tion with  the  service,  returning  home  in  the 
fall  of  i8f>2,  and  accepted  a position  as  local 


agent  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton 
railroad  company  at  Ottawa,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  and  a half  years.  I11  the  mean- 
time Air.  Long  devoted  what  leisure  time  he 
could  spare  to  the  study  of  law,  for  which  he 
had  long  evinced  a strong  liking,  and  after  be- 
coming well  versed  in  the  principles  of  the 
same,  was  admitted  to  practice,  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  profession  at  Ottawa,  while 
still  engaged  with  the  aforesaid  railroad.  In 
1865  he  accepted  the  position  of  ticket  agent 
at  the  Union  depot,  Dayton,  for  all  the  roads 
centering  in  that  city,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  place  for  about  two  years,  resign- 
ing in  1867,  in  order  to  resume  the  practice  of 
law  at  Ottawa. 

Shortly  after  devoting  his  entire  time  to 
the  profession  Mr.  Long  succeeded  in  building 
1 up  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  winning 
I for  himself  a prominent  position  among  the 
I successful  attorneys  of  the  Putnam  count}  bar. 

| He  has  been  retained  as  counsel  in  many  im- 
portant cases  in  various  courts  of  northern 
Ohio,  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  which 
was  the  leading  case  upon  the  question  as  to 
whether  contributory  negligence  can  arise  in 
an  action  for  damages  for  the  wrongful  killing 
of  another,  which  question  arose  in  the  case  of 
Darling  vs.  Williams,  35  Ohio  state  reports, 
page  58,  in  which  cause  the  supreme  court 
sustained  Mr.  Long  in  his  construction  of  the 
law.  While  engaged  in  the  general  practice, 
Mr.  Long  makes  a speciality  of  laws  pertaining 
to  drainage  and  irrigation,  upon  which  he  has 
in  preparation  a learned  treaties.  P'or  some 
years  Mr.  Long  has  been  a member  of  the 
State  liar  association,  and  as  such  has  been 
honored  by  appointment  to  important  positions 
in  the  same,  having  served  on  the  judiciary 
and  legal  reform  committee  and  on  the  execu- 
tive committee,  following  such  men  as  R.  P. 
Ramey,  Durban  Ward,  Rufus  King  and  Gov. 
Lee.  In  January,  1895,  he  was  appointed  by 
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the  supreme  court  one  of  the  committee  for 
examination  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the 
bar;  he  lias  also  served  as  president  of  the 
County  Bar  association,  and  for  several  years 
was  a member  of  the  state  republican  com- 
mittee, also  of  the  central  committee,  and 
chairman  of  the  central  committee  of  Putnam 
county.  As  a politician,  Mr.  Long  has  ever 
been  in  accord  with  the  republican  party,  and 
he  has  contributed  much  to  its  success  upon 
the  hustings  and  in  private  counsel,  where  his 
abilities  have  long  been  recognized  and  appre- 
ciated. He  was  presidential  elector  in  the 
Garrield-Hancock  campaign,  and  made  a strong 
canvass  of  his  district,  doing  much  to  swell  the 
majority  that  year.  In  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  material  improvement  of  the  town  and 
counrty,  Col.  Long  has  been  an  active  partici- 
pant, and  has  the  credit  of  having  been  active 
in  his  efforts  to  procure  the  construction  of 
railroads  through  Putnam  county,  and  for  other 
improvements  which  have  conduced  largely  to 
the  advancement  of  northwestern  Ohio.  Col. 
Long  is  a Mason  of  high  standing,  belonging 
to  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325;  Ottawa  chapter, 
No.  115;  Putnam  council,  No.  69;  Shawnee 
commandery,  No.  14,  and  Ohio  consistory,  A. 
A A.  Scottish  rite.  He  has  been  deputy  grand 
master  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Ohio,  grand  high 
priest  of  the  grand  chapter  of  the  state,  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  cor- 
respondence of  the  general  grand  chapter  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  filled  with  great 
credit  all  the  places  of  honor  that  can  be  con- 
ferred upon  a Mason  of  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. He  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  hold- 
ing membership  with  Thomas  Allen  post,  No. 
578,  at  Ottawa. 

Col.  Long  was  married,  February  2,  1854, 
to  Miss  Katie  M.  Cox,  daughter  of  David  Cox. 
Mrs.  Long  was  born  in  the  city  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children:  Jane 

C wife  of  J J.  Brotherton,  financial  agent  for 


a manufacturing  firm  at  Rector,  Ark. ; David 
C.,  associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice 
of  law;  Charles  L.  H.,  city  editor  of  the  New- 
ark Daily  American;  Tillinghast  L.  Id.,  en- 
gaged in  silver  mining  in  Washington;  Guy  P., 
city  solicitor  of  Continental,  Ohio,  and  Agnes 
K.,  wife  of  Prof.  H.  L.  Creveling,  principal  of 
the  public  schools  of  Mansfield.  Col.  and 
Mrs.  Long  are  members  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  of  Ottawa. 


EROTUS  LOUB,  farmer  of  Jackson 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Monroe) 
Loub,  and  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  June  16,  1848.  His  father, 
John,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  a 
farmer.  He  was  twice  married:  first  in  his 
native  state,  and  to  this  marriage  there  were 
born  six  children,  viz:  John,  a farmer  of  Mich- 
igan; Mrs.  Betsey  Hipkins,  of  Gilboa,  Ohio; 
Mary,  wife  of  Harvev  Idashbarger,  farmer  of 
Michigan;  Henry,  retired  farmer  of  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Daniel,  farmer  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio, 
and  Jacob,  who  died  in  the  service  during  the 
late  Civil  war.  John,  the  father  of  these  chil- 
dren, came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Hancock 
county,  where  his  first  wife  died,  and  in  1846 
he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  (Monroe)  Giles.  Sarah 
Monroe  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  N Y., 
a daughter  of  William  Monroe,  who  was  born 
in  1801,  of  English-Scotch  descent.  She  was 
married,  in  her  native  state,  to  William  Giles, 
to  whom  she  bore  five  children,  as  follows: 
Alonzo,  deceased;  Philora  Heck,  deceased; 
William,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  an  inventor 
and  retired  farmer;  John  Murray,  of  New 
York,  and  Thomas  Palmer,  of  Kansas  On 
the  loss  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Sarah  (.Mon- 
roe) Giles  came  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  here  married  to  John  Loub,  and  t>  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children — Lerotus, 
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the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Eizie,  wife  of 
John  Marshall,  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
cigar  and  tobacco  business  at  Chicago,  111. 

About  the  year  1854  John  Loub  died  in 
Hancock  county,  and  in  1855  Mrs.  Sarah  Loub 
came  to  Putnam  county  and  located  in  Kalida, 
where  she  died  the  same  year.  In  consequence 
of  this  bereavement  Lerotus  Loub,  our  sub- 
ject, was  cared  for  by  Dr.  R.  W.  Shrift  for 
three  years,  and  his  -sister,  Eizie,  was  reared 
by  N.  McCracken.  At  the  end  of  three  years 
Lerotus  Loub  went  to  live  on  the  farm  of 
Samuel  Dunavin,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  and  a half 
years,  when  he  enlisted  at  Kalida,  in  January, 
1863,  in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  fought  at  Resaca,  Dallas,  and 
with  Sherman  in  all  his  engagements  in  his 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  was  several  times 
wounded  slightly,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  August,  1865 
He  then  returned  to  Mr.  Dunavin,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
October  29,  1868,  to  Emeline  Campnell,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  July  19, 
1853,  a daughter  of  Josiah  and  Lavina  (Essex) 
Campnell,  this  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of 
fi\e  children,  as  follows:  Nora  Alice,  wife  of 

Charles  Hash,  a farmer  pf  Putnam  county; 
Etta  Julia,  wife  of  Logan  Harris,  also  of  Put- 
nam county,  and  a student  at  Starling  Medical 
college,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township,  and  married  to  Ivy  Harris; 
Martin,  a school-boy,  and  Walter,  deceased. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Loub  located  on  a farm 
near  the  one  he  now  occupies,  which  latter,  an 
uncleared  tract,  he  bought  in  1876.  This  farm 
he  has  now  cleared  and  improved  with  a 
dwelling  and  substantial  out-buildings,  and 
converted  into  a productive  and  comfortable 
homestead. 

In  politics  Mr.  Loub  is  a republican,  is 


quite  popular  with  his  party,  and  served  as  a 
school  director  for  several  years;  for  two  years 
he  had  been  township  trustee,  and  still  holds 
that  office.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  while  his  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  church.  It  will 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Loub  is  a self-made  man,  and 
too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  him  for  his 
life-long  energy  and  his  success  in  raising  him- 
self to  his  present  respectable  and  honored 
position  in  society. 


ILLIAM  H.  LOY,  superintendent 
and  member  of  the  Buckeye  stave 
factory  at  Kalida,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Miami  county,  June,  1851,  a son 
of  John  W.  and  Cynthia  A.  (Buckles)  Loy. 
The  father,  John  W.  Lo)q  was  born  in  Preble 
county,  Ohio,  January  1,  1820,  and  was  a son 
of  Peter  Loy,  a native  of  Maryland,  of  Ger- 
man descent,  who  early  settled  on  a farm  in 
Preble  county,  Ohio,  and  reared  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  'Michael,  Samuel,  Mary,  wife  of 
Joe  Long,  Margaret,  wife  of  \Y.  Denis,  farmer 
of  Portland,  Ind. ; Jacob,  farmer  of  Darke 
county,  Ohio;  Henry,  farmer  of  Elkhart 
county,  Ind.,  and  John  W.,  a farmer  of  Mi- 
ami county,  Ohio,  and  father  of  our  subject. 
Peter,  the  father  of  this  family,  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  died  some  time  in  the  ’fifties. 

John  W.  Loy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  a farmer  and  lived  in  Preble  county  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Mi- 
ami county,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  and  where  he  married  Miss  Cyn- 
thia A.  Buckles,  daughter  of  James  and  Mar- 
garet (Northcutt)  Buckles,  the  union  resulting 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Will- 

iam IL,  our  subject;  Horace  G.,  deceased  at 
twenty-eight  years  of  age;  James  \V.,  imple- 
ment dealer  in  Columbus  Grove ; Luella  Irwin, 
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deceased  at  twenty-seven;  Clara,  wife  of  D. 
Peuterbaugh,  farmer  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ; Nellie, 
teacher  in  the  high  school  of  Piqua,  Miami 
count}',  Ohio;  and  Ed,  a teacher  in  the  same 
countv  and  a student  of  medicine  at  Cincin- 
nati Medical  college.  After  this  marriage, 
John  W.  Loy  settled  in  Miami  county,  there 
followed  his  trade  forty  years,  and  then  re- 
tired. He  served  as  captain  in  the  ioo-day 
service  in  the  late  war,  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  Miami  county  has  held  the  offices 
of  township  trustee,  township  treasurer,  and 
member  of  the  school  board;  he  is  a member 
of  the  Piqua  lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  the 
Baptist  church,  as  well  as  trustee  in  the  latter. 
His  wife  was  born  in  1829,  in  Miami  county; 
her  father,  James  Buckles,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  of  English  descent,  born  in  1801; 
he  came  to  Ohio  in  his  youth,  was  reared  in 
Miami  county,  was  a republican  in  politics,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  his  wife  dying  at  eighty- 
four,  in  the  same  faith.  Their  living  children 
are  Robert,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Willis;  George, 
also  a soldier  of  the  late  war  and  now  a farmer 
of  Miami  county,  Ohio;  Ellen,  deceased;  Cyn- 
thia A.,  mother  of  our  subject;  William,  also 
an  ex-soldier,  and  farmer  of  Miami  county,  and 
Mary,  unmarried. 

William  H.  Loy  was  reared  a farmer  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  then  learned  building 
and  contracting,  which  business  he  followed 
about  ten  years,  or  until  1879,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  in  Columbus  Grove, 
Putnam  county,  until  1884,  he  went  to  Greens- 
burg,  Kiowa  county,  Kans.,  embarked  in  the 
real  estate  business,  continued  in  this  until 
1887  and  then  returned  to  Putnam  county, 
Ohio.  He  first  married  Miss  Zelia  Deweese, 
December  19,  1872,  who  died  April  10,  1877, 
leaving  two  children— - Bertha,  born  December 
17,  1873,  and  Carrie,  born  January  28.  1875 — 


who  reside  at  home.  June  15,  1887,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Evaline  Godfrey,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Godfrey,  of  Ottawa,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child — John  God- 
frey, in  August,  1891.  After  his  second  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Loy  located  in  Ottawa,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  until 
1890,  when  he  sold  out  and  entered  into  the 
manufacture  of  staves  at  Kalida  and  Avis, 
Ohio,  at  which  he  has  been  quite  successful. 
He  retained  his  residence,  however,  at  Ottawa, 
where  he  again  had  the  great  misfortune  of 
losing  his  wife,  in  1894. 

Mr.  Loy  is  a republican  in  politics,  and  for 
two  years  was  a member  of  the  city  council  at 
Columbus  Grove;  he  was  also  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  but  did  not  serve,  as 
at  this  time  he  had  gone  west.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325,  F.  N A.  M., 
chapter,  No.  1 1 5 , and  council,  No.  69,  and 
order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  No  28,  of  which 
latter  his  daughters,  Bertha  and  Carrie,  are  also 
members.  He  is  a trustee  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  he  has  also  been  elected 
elder,  but  has  declined  to  serve.  Mr  Loy 
has  led  a most  exemplary  life  and  is  highly 
esteemed  as  a citizen  and  neighbor. 


aC,  LUGIBILL,  of  Riley  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of 
the  county  and  was  born  March  16, 
1 846,  a son  of  Christ  and  Barbara 
(Hiltv)  Lugibill,  natives  of  Alsace,  France,  and 
who  were  brought, when  young,  to  America  by 
their  parents,  who  first  located  in  Wayne 
county,  where  Christ  and  Barbara  were  mar- 
ried, but  later  came  to  putnam  county,  where 
they  were  among  the  uirly  settlers.  Christ 
Lugibill  here  entered  t tract  of  land  and 
cleared  up  1 farm,  and  dso  practiced  as  a vet- 
erinary surgeon  to  sol  >e  extent.  lie  1<  Ins 
wife  in  1 s 5 3 , and  his  ■ .m  death  took  place  in 
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1855.  The  children  born  to  Christ  Lugibill 
and  wife  were  nine  in  number  and  were  named 
in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  John,  who  died 

young;  Melaney,  who  married  C.  Steiner,  a 
farmer;  Catherine,  wife  of  C.  D.  Amstutz 
also  a farmer;  David,  who  died,  leaving  a wife 
and  seven  children;  Elizabeth,  married  to  P. 
P.  Steiner;  C.  C.,  our  subject;  Adam,  of 
Bluffton,  Ohio,  in  the  hardware  trade;  Bar- 
bara, yet  single,  doing  missionary  work  for  the 
Mennonite  church  in  Oklahoma,  and  Mary, 
married  to  P.  D.  Burkholder,  of  Indiana. 

At  the  death  of  the  parents  of  these  chil- 
dren a guardian  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
estate  and  the  children  were  scattered  and 
reared  by  different  relatives.  One  year  only 
was  passed  under  such  conditions,  by  our  sub- 
ject, who,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  began  work- 
ing in  a brickyard,  then  handling  brick  in  the 
erection  of  buildings  for  a year  or  two,  and  in 
1864  began  carpentering,  which  he  followed  a 
short  period,  and  then  for  three  years  farmed 
on  the  old  homestead;  he  next  bought  eighty 
acres  of  the  old  place,  and  in  1866  settled 
down  to  permanent  farming.  To  this  farm  he 
has  since  added  eighty  acres,  has  cleared  all 
but  twenty  acres,  has  erected  a substantial 
dwelling  and  commodious  out-buildings,  and 
has  planted  a fine  orchard.  In  the  earlier 
part  of  his  farm  life  he  gave  some  attention  to 
live  stock,  but  now  devotes  his  entire  attention 
to  his  agricultural  interests. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Lugibill  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Schumacher,  a daughter 
of  Peter  Schumacher,  a native  of  Switzerland, 
who  was  brought  to  America  at  an  early  age 
by  his  parents.  lie  became  a preacher  in  the 
Mennonite  church,  and  was  also  a farmer.  He 
died  sudnenly,  May  28,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years;  his  widow  is  now  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  six- 
teen children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturit\ 

and  were  married,  as  follows:  Barbara,  who 

18 


was  first  married  to  C.  Armstead,  and,  after 
his  death,  to  D.  Basinger;  Melaney,  wife  of  A. 
Bixler;  Fanny,  married  to  P.  T.  Steiner; 
Mary,  wife  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
B.  Hilty;  Christian  and  John,  farmers  of  Put- 
nam county;  Catherine,  who  was  married  to 
J.  Steiner,  and  died  the  mother  of  thirteen 
children;  P.  P. , a farmer;  David,  farmer  and 
quarry  man;  Adam,  a Wayne  county  farmer; 
Daniel  and  Benjamin,  farmers  of  Putnam 
county;  Susan  and  Sarah,  twins — the  former 
married  to  Ulrich  Steiner  and  the  latter  mar- 
ried to  M.  Coley;  Lydia  married  to  N.  Moser. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lugibill  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  two  died  young,  the  survivors  "being 
named  Peter  P.,  a farmer;  B.  F.,  Martha, 
Elizabeth,  Gideorj,  Mary,  Alva,  Daniel  and 
Ora.  Mr.  Lugibill  and  all  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Mennonite  church,  and  in 
national  politics  he  is  a democrat. 


aHARLES  MOORE  GODFREY,  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  parentage, 
was  one  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren and  was  born  in  Lattimore 
township,  Adams  county,  Pa.,  June  17,  1816. 
His  immediate  ancestors  were  of  some  conse- 
quence in  their  communities,  and  in  a minor 
way  were  given  slight  official  recognition  by 
the  English  government.  They  were  members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  during  the 
Revolutionary  period  were  considered  loyalists, 
taking  no  part,  however,  in  the  war.  Will- 
iam Godfrey,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
an  ensign  in  the  colonial  militia,  his  commis- 
sion being  dated  1754,  and  signed  by  the 
English  lieutenant-governor,  lb-  at  one  time 
owned  the  historic  Valley  Forge  farm,  but 
sold  it  to  Benjamin  Potts,  a ' hiaker,  when 
our  subject’s  father  was  five  nt  ,-d.x  years  old, 
and  purchased  800  acres  of  land  in  York  and 
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Adams  counties.  His  son,  Thomas,  father  of 
our  subject,  started  well  in  life,  being  owner  of 
a saw-mill,  distillery  and  a 100-acre  farm. 
He  was  a miller  by  trade,  but  never  a proprie- 
tor. He  learned  the  trade  in  Philadelphia, 
and  soon  afterward  went  to  Virginia  and 
rented  the  well  known  Darby  grist-mill,  then 
owned  by  a Mr.  Beverly.  There  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  and  married  Miss  Mary  Settle, 
daughter  of  Francis  Settle,  who  lived  in  either 
Culpeper  or  Fauquier  county.  The  only  civil 
honor  he  ever  bore  was  that  of  justice  of 
peace,  the  appointment  coming  from  the  gov- 
ernment. He  later  acquired  2,000  acres  of 
mountain  land  in  Pennsylvania,  improved  the 
tract  and  built  a stone  house  thereon. 

His  ninth  child  and  second  son,  Charles 
Moore  Godfrey,  was  named  for  an  uncle, 
Charles  Godfrey,  and  his  paternal  grand- 
mother, Hannah  Moore.  In  the  summer  of 
1837,  his  twenty-first  year,  he  left  home  for 
the  west,  without  any  definite  purpose  other 
than  to  make  a living,  traveling  with  his 
brother-in-law,  David  Cox,  who  had  gone  from 
Ottawa,  Ohio,  to  Pennsylvania,  on  business. 
He  stopped,  en  route,  at  Leesville,  Ohio,  with  a 
married  sister,  Lucy  Ann  Allen,  visited  about 
three  months  and  then  proceeded  to  Ottawa. 
Desirous  of  doing  something  for  himself  and 
aspiring  to  a more  learned  plane,  he  embraced 
the  only  opportunity  that  was  offered  for 
learning  a profession,  viz,  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. This  was  followed  for  two  years  under 
the  tutelage  of  Dr.  C.  T.  Pomeroy,  then  the 
only  physician  in  the  vicinity.  During  this 
time  a post-office  was  established  at  Ottawa, 
and  after  considerable  contention  among  vari- 
ous candidates  a compromise  was  arrived  at 
and  he  made  postmaster.  However,  he  acted 
as  such  but  a short  time,  as  the  compensation 
was  quite  meager  and  the  duties  interfered 
with  his  medical  studies.  The  citizens  desired 
to  have  the  village  and  post-office  names  coin- 


cide, but  as  the  post-office  name  of  Oak  Har- 
bor, Ohio,  was  Ottawa,  they  chose  the  name 
Buckeye.  He  attended  lectures  at  the  Ohio 
Medical  college  of  Cincinnati  during  the  winter 
of  1839-40,  but  was  only  able  to  do  so  by 
most  'rigid  economy.  Straightened  circum- 
stances prevented  completion  of  the  course. 
However,  in  1856  he  was  made  an  honorary 
alumnus  of  the  Cleveland  Medical  college 
Upon  returning  from  Cincinnati  he  was  elected 
colonel  in  the  militia.  Not  being  able  to  buy 
a uniform,  and  the  duties  interfering  with  his 
medical  practice,  he  soon  resigned.  He  en 
tered  into  a partnership  with  Dr.  Pomeroy, 
which  lasted  two  years,  until  he  removed  to 
Gilboa.  After  one  year’s  residence  there  he 
was  made  the  democratic  nominee  for  county 
treasurer,  and  later  was  elected,  his  opponem 
being  George  W.  Skinner,  of  Kalida.  Then 
he  removed  to  Kalida,  the  county  seat,  an 
served  four  years  as  treasurer,  being  > .-elected 
in  1845.  While  living  in  Gilboa  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Chambers,  daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Mary  Chambers,  on  December  8,  1842 
To  this  union  were  born  two  children  —Edward 
S.,  who  is  yet  living,  and  Bartholomew  C 
who  died  in  infancy.  His  wife  died  m Kalida 
on  January  24,  1845.  On  June  4,  1846,  he 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Jane 
Braucher,  nee  Goble,  who,  with  her  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  died  October  21,  1853,  was  re- 
siding at  Bluffton,  Ohio. 

A few  days  after  marriage  they  attended  a 
big  rally  at  Ottawa  that  was  devised  to  secure 
volunteers  for  the  Mexican  war.  Dr.  Godfrey, 
with  sixty-six  others,  enlisted,  but  saw  no  serv- 
ice, as  word  was  received  that  day  from  th 
adjutant-general  that  the  requisition  vas  full 
and  three  companies  over.  A few  years  after 
this,  Dr.  Godfrey  was  again  elected  colonel  of 
the  mihtia,  which  position  he  filled  for  about 
one  year,  when  the  law  under  which  ?'ie  state 
militia  was  organized  was  repealed.  In  18.4' 
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lie  was  one  of  the  democratic  presidential 
electors,  Cass  and  Butler  being  tire  candidates. 
In  1853  or  1854  Governor  Medill  appointed 
him  to  a vacancy  on  the  board  that  was  super- 
intending the  construction  of  the  Cleveland 
and  Dayton  insane  asylums.  This  board  con- 
sisted of  six  members,  three  mostly  looking 
after  the  requirements  of  the  Cleveland,  and 
the  other  three  looking  after  those  of  the  Day- 
ton  asylum.  Dr.  Godfrey  was  one  of  the 
latter  most  of  the  time.  The  compensation 
was  $3  per  day  for  work  actually  performed, 
but  he  received  nothing  until  several  years 
after  the  completion  of  the  institutions,  and 
then  through  the  efforts  of  Hon  H.  G.  Boeh- 
mer,  representative  from  Putnam  county.  In 
1854  he  was  solicited  to  come  out  for  a con- 
gressional nomination,  but  would  not  allow  his 
name  to  be  used.  In  1856,  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party  re- 
garding the  slavery  question,  he  left  it,  and 
joined  the  republican  party,  and  ever  remained 
one  of  its  strongest  disciples  and  stanchest  sup- 
porters. Upon  conclusion  of  his  service  as 
county  treasurer  he  resumed  the  'practice  of 
medicine  in  Kalida,  a portion  of  the  time  being 
in  partnership  with  Dr.  R.  W.  Thrift.  While 
there  he  also  superintended  the  first  ditch  road 
improvement  that  was  made  between  Kalida 
and  Ottawa.  In  1857,  after  a residence  there 
ol  fourteen  years,  he  again  located  at  Ottawa, 
where  he  enjoyed  a large  and  lucrative  practice, 
a portion  ol  the  time  having  as  a partner  Dr. 
C.  K.  Tupper.  lie  started  the  first  drug  store 
in  Ottawa. 

In  1859  he  presided  over  the  republican 
convention  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  that  first  nomi- 
nated James  M.  Ashley  for  congress.  In  1861 
he  was  sale*  ted  by  his  neighbors  as  one  of  a 
committee  to  secure  the  incorporation  of  the 
village  ol  Oltawa.  In  that  year  he  was  nom- 
inated and  elected  as  state  senator  from  the 
Thirty-third  district.  lie  took  great  interest 


j and  was  quite  active  in  promoting  the  legisla- 
j tion  of  that  period,  and  was  honored  by  the 
| intimate  acquaintance  of  the  governor  and 
j other  high  officials,  both  civil  and  military.  A 
j renomination  was  declined  because  he  was 
j financially  unable  to  neglect  his  medical  prac- 
! tice.  In  1863  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
' doing  away  with  the  frequent  and  inconvenient 
I delays  that  resulted  from  the  identity  of  the 
I post-office  names  of  Oak  Harbor  and  Ottawa. 

I A unanimous  petition  for  a change  was  secured 
at  home,  and  a big  Fourth  of  July  celebration 
was  advertised  for  the  former  place,  so  that  all 
the  people  could  be  present  when  the  petition 
| was  circulated  there.  It  was  generally  signed, 

1 and  upon  both  papers  being  received  at  Wash- 
ington the  change  was  made,  so  that  for  each 
place  its  village  and  post-office  names  there- 
after coincided.  About  this  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed pension  examiner  and  acted  as  such 
for  many  years,  with  a brief  interruption  when 
he  lived  in  Bluffton,  and  until  the  county  board 
system  was  established. 

In  1864  he  removed  to  Bluffton,  Ohio,  sell- 
ing his  Ottawa  property  to  H.  F.  Knowles, 
where  he  purchased  the  Goble  farm  of  300 
acres.  The  practice  of  medicine  was  continued 
there,  and  for  one  year  he  owned  an  interest  in 
a general  merchandise  store,  being  assciated 
therein  with  Miles  Vance  and  A.  G.  Kibler. 
When  there  he  also  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  sheep  raising.  In  1867  he  disposed 
of  his  Bluffton  interests  and  returned  to  Ottawa, 
where  he  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  Ottawa  school  board,  being  president  of 
the  same  from  1875  t°  1881.  In  1874  he  em- 
braced the  Christian  faith  and  united  with  the 
I Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  was  trustee 
and  ruling  elder  for  many  year0.  In  1875  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Haves  as  one  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Dayton  Insane 
asylum.  Being  re-appointed  several  times,  he 
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continued  as  a member  of  the  board  for  four- 
teen years.  On  February  6,  1877,  his  second 
wife  died,  leaving  three  children,  Evaline,  Zoe 
and  Calvin  P. , only  the  two  latter  of  whom  are 
living,  the  first  having  died  on  June  26,  1893. 

He  early  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  left  a long  and  bright  record  in  the 
annals  of  that  order.  He  was  made  a master 
Mason  in  Tu-en-da-wie  lodge,  No.  195,  at  De- 
fiance, Ohio,  in  1850,  while  that  lodge  was 
under  dispensation.  He  was  the  first  person 
in  Putnam  county  to  become  a Mason.  He 
was  a charter  member  and  first  elected  master 
of  Kalida  lodge,  No.  285,  serving  as  such  one 
year;  was  a charter  member  and  first  elected 
master  of  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325,  serving  as 
such  at  different  periods  seventeen  years;  was 
made  a royal  arch  Mason  in  Lima  chapter, 
No.  49,  and  was  a charter  member  of  Ottawa 
chapter,  No.  115;  was  made  a royal  and  select 
Mason  in  Lima  council,  No.  20,  and  was  a 
charter  member  ol  Putnam  council,  No.  69,  at 
Ottawa;  was  made  a Knight  of  the  Red  Cross, 
Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of  Malta  in  Shaw- 
nee commandery  at  Lima,  Ohio;  received 
Scottish  rite  grades  to  the  eighteenth  degree 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Valley  of  the 
Mi-a-mi,  at  Toledo,  and  grades  to  the 
32nd  degree  in  Ohio  consistory  Ancient  & 
Accepted  Scottish  rite  for  the  northern  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  at  Cincinnati; 
was  a life  member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Ohio, 
being  connected  with  it  for  thirty  years;  was  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Masonic  Veterans’  asso- 
ciation, being  vice-president  for  a number  of 
years;  was  successively  grand  junior  warden, 
grand  senior  warden  and  deputy  grand  master 
of  the  grand  lodge,  declining  the  office  of 
grand  master  on  account  of  age.  In  the  grand 
chapter  he  held  the  office  of  grand  master  of 
the  Third  vail.  By  appointment  from  the 
grand  master  of  Pennsylvania  hr  was  grand 
representative  ol  the  grand  lodge  of  Pennsvl- 


vania,  near  the  grand  lodge  of  Ohio,  and  by 
appointment  of  the  grand  high  priest  of  Penn- 
sylvania he  was  the  grand  representative  o' 
the  Holy  grand  royal  arch  chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, near  the  grand  chapter  of  Ohio.  IP 
was  also  grand  representative  of  the  gram' 
lodge  of  Delaware,  near  the  grand  lodge  ol 
Ohio,  and  was  made  an  honorary  member  o. 
Leipsic  lodge,  No.  548.  He  died  on  May  8 
1895,  after  an  illness  of  over  four  months,  ar  ' 
was  laid  to  his  final  rest  on  the  third  day  fol- 
lowing. The  obsequies,  which  drew  togetln 
a great  many  friends  and  acquaintances,  were 
conducted  under  t lie  forms  of  the  Mason: 
order,  many  prominent  members  G which, 
from  various  parts  of  the  state,  were  in  attend 
ance.  Thus  departed  one  of  the  mo.-f  promi- 
nent pioneer  citizens  of  northwestern  Ohio. 

Splendidly' endowed  in  physical  and  mental 
make-up,  he  possessed  and  exercised  thos 
traits  of  intelligence,  energy',  industry  and 
economy  that  are  so  essential  to  success  in  lib 
As  a man  he  was  genial  and  entertaming,  of 
positive  information  and  firm  conviction,  whose 
confidence  once  shaken  was  hard  to  regain 
tender  and  sympathetic,  yet  apparently  stern 
a lover  of  the  beautiful  and  admirer  of  the 
meritorious;  of  wide  and  solid  reading,  clear 
and  accurate  judgment,  he  had  a constiti  - 
tional  and  deep  detestation  of  all  duplicity  and 
unworthy'  pretension.  Of  integrity  unblem 
ished,  mentality  unquestioned,  always  actuated 
by  laudable  motives  and  high  aims,  he  we! 
deserved,  as  he  modestly  bore,  the  honors  that 
fell  to  him. 


BRAHAM  LUGAB1LL  was  born  in 
Riley  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 
011  the  farm  he  still  resides  upon  and 
owns,  tin*  date  of  his  birth  being  No 
vembei  1 I,  1838.  He  is  the  sixth  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  John  t and  Mary  (Dilh  i i Luga 
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>ill,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to 
Unerica  in  May,  1824,  making  a sojourn  in 
lolmes  county,  Ohio,  until  1837,  when  they 
:ame  to  Riley  township,  Putnam  county,  where 
[ohn  C.  bought  the  tract  of  land  on  which  our 
aibject  now  lives.  Christian  Lugabill,  grand- 
ather  of  our  subject,  who  came  to  America 
vith  his  family,  also  entered  a tract  of  land, 
n the  same  locality,  in  his  own  name.  As 
nav  be  inferred,  these  lands  were  then  all  in 
:he  forest,  and  fever  and  ague,  as  well  as  the 
umbrageous  forest  giants,  had  to  be  overcome 
before  a comfortable  home  could  be  estab- 
ished  or  a profitable  farm  created.  The 
grandfather  eventually  turned  over  his  prop- 
erty to  his  children,  and  with  them  made  his 
koine  until  his  death,  September  18,  1847,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife  had 
died  in  1832,  leaving  behind  eight  children, 
who  were  named,  in  order  of  birth,  John  C. 
'father  of  our  subject),  Barbara,  Christian, 
Fli/aheth,  Peter,  Catherine,  David  and  Mary, 
the  last  named  being  the  only  one  of  the  fam- 
ily born  in  this  country. 

John  C.  Lugabill,  while  a resident  of 
Holmes  county,  devoted  all  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  there  found  game  in  plenty,  as 
well  as  beasts  of  prey,  but  grist-mills  were  rare, 
and  he  carried  his  first  bushel  of  corn  on  his 
back  for  miles  in  order  to  get  it  ground  into 
meal.  He  also  underwent  all  the  fatigue  and 
leprivation  incident  to  frontier  life  in  Putnam 
count)’,  but  eventually  succeeded  in  develop- 
ing the  fine  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
May  26,  1853,  he  lost  his  wife,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 6,  1873,  was  himself  called  to  join  the 
“innumerable  caravan.”  The  children  born 
to  John  C.  Lugabill  and  wife  were  ten  in  num- 
ber, and  were  named  as  follows:  Christian, 

deceased;  lkter,  deceased  father  of  four 
children;  Catherine,  deceased;  David,  de- 
ceased; Llizabeth,  wife  of  A.  M.  Sutter; 
Abraham,  our  subject;  Mary,  who  married 


Ulrick  Musser,  and  died  in  Indiana,  the  mother 
of  five  children;  Barbara,  wife  of  Christian 
Layman,  of  Indiana;  Fanny,  who  married  C. 
Locher,  died  and  left  nine  children,  and  Ben- 
jamin, who  died  while  yet  young. 

A.  Lugabill,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  both  the  German  and 
English  languages,  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  until  1863,  then  rented  a part  of 
the  land,  and  married  Miss  Anna  Locher.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  he  bought  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  to  this  property,  then  con- 
sisting of  138  acres,  and  improved  with  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  being  under  a fair  state 
of  cultivation.  He  was  himself  born  on  this 
farm,  as  intimated  above,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  assisted  in  clearing  it  up,  and  since 
he  has  become  its  owner  has  continued  im- 
proving it — ditching,  tiling,  fencing,  and  doing 
all  things  necessary  to  bring  it  to  it  to  its  pres- 
ent splendid  condition.  He  has  handled  con- 
siderable live  stock,  giving  much  attention  to 
Hereford  cattle  and  Belgium  horses,  but  he  has 
never  neglected  his  farm  and  has  never  failed 
in  making  a crop. 

Mrs.  Anna  (Locher)  Lugabill  was  born  in 
Switzerland  in  1844,  a daughter  of  John 
Locher,  the  family  coming  to  America  in 
1848,  locating  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  then 
coming  to  Putnam  county,  and  some  years 
later  removing  to  Tennessee,  where  the  father 
died.  The  mother  and  her  children  then  re- 
turned to  Putnam  county,  where  they  still  re- 
side. To  our  subject  and  wile  have  been  born 
nine  children,  named  as  follows:  Sarah,  widow 
of  Jonathan  Amstutz  and  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren; Peter;  Mary,  wife  of  Jonas  Amstutz,  a 
dry-goods  merchant  of  Bluffton,  Ohio;  Lena, 
married  to  Adam  Amstutz,  a farmer  of  Put- 
nam county;  Joshua,  a dry -goods  merchant  of 
Bluffton;  Levi,  Lacey,  Susan  and  William,  at 
home  on  the  old  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luga- 
bill, with  their  family,  following  the  footsteps 
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of  their  ancestors,  are  close  adherents  of  the 
Swiss  Mennonite  church.  Mr.  Lugabill  has  a 
very  pleasant  home,  and  his  agricultural  train- 
ing has  enabled  him  to  so  cultivate  it  that  he 
has  made  it  unequaled  in  productiveness  and 
profitable  results  by  any  other  in  the  county. 
The  integrity  of  Mr.  Lugabill  has  never  for  a 
moment  been  doubted,  and  as  a consequence 
he  is  always  a welcome  visitor  to  the  homes  of 
the  best  society  in  his  native  township. 


w*  F.  McCLANE,  one  of  the  oldest 
Mm  I farmers  of  Sugar  Creek  township, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  October  24,  1828, 
a son  of  George  and  Margaret  A.  (Flemming) 
McClane,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  the  latter  in  Kentucky,  but  who 
were  married  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio. 
George  McClane,  who  was  a highly  respect- 
able farmer,  after  residing  in  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  for  a number  of  years,  came  to  Putnam 
comity,  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
our  subject,  and  here  passed  the  remaining 
days  of  his  life,  dying  in  the  year  of  1853,  and 
followed  to  the  grave  by  his  widow  in  1875. 
Of  their  six  children,  Ellen,  the  first  born, 
married  Benjamin  Morse,  now  of  Illinois; 
Zachariah,  the  second,  died  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  late  Civil  war;  Elizabeth  was  married 
to  Isaac  Cuffy,  who  moved  to  Kansas,  where 
both  died,  leaving  four  children,  W.  F.,  the 
subject;  Jacob,  the  fifth  child  lives  in  Kansas; 
and  Margaret  A.,  who  has  been  twice  married 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  is  also  a 
resident  of  Kansas. 

\V.  F.  McClane,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  to  Putnam  county  in  1850,  while  yet  a 
single  man,  and  for  a year  worked  out  by  the 
month;  he  then  rented  land  and  farmed  as  a 
tenant  for  three  or  four  years ; next  bought 


forty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  and  in  183c 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Cuffy,  who  was  born 
in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1830, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  x\.  (Penington) 
Guffy,  the  former  a native  of  Kentucky,  in 
which  state  his  father  was  killed  by  Indians. 
After  his  father’s  death  John  Cuffy  came  to 
Ohio,  was  married  in  Franklin  county,  and  in 
[831  came  to  Putnam  county,  entered  a large 
tract  of  land,  cleared  up  a farm  from  the  wil- 
derness and  reared  a family.  In  186c  he  lost 
his  wife,  and  from  that  time  on  lived  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  until  his  own  death,  which 
took  place  about  the  year  1874.  To  Mr.  an- 
Mrs.  McClane  have  been  born  four  children, 
viz:  George,  who  is  yet  single;  John  J.,  en- 

gaged in  lumbering  and  fanning,  and  who 
married  Emma  Dinsinore,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  George 
Safford,  a farmer;  and  Ella  J.,  who  was  firs*- 
married  to  Jonn  Clevenger,  and  after  his  death, 
to  John  Hunt. 

Mr.  McClane  still  lives  on  a farm  ol 
seventy-one  acres,  which  he  purchased  in 
1858,  of  which  but  fifteen  acres  were  then 
cleared,  but  which  is  now  all  under  cultivation, 
with  the  exception  of  a few  acres,  and  is  web 
tiled  and  ditched  and  improved  with  a fine 
residence,  barns  and  commodious  out-build- 
ings. He  has,  however,  had  several  other 
tracts  of  improved  land  in  the  meantime, 
which  he  has  given  to  his  children,  although, 
when  he  came  to  the  count}  , lie  had  no  cap: 
tal  excepting  his  willing  heart  and  hands.  He 
is  now  a prominent  farmer,  takes  much  intei 
est  in  public  affairs,  has  served  as  township 
trustee  and  in  some  of  the  minor  offices.  In 
politics  he  is  a republican,  and  he  and  wife  an 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  moving  in 
the  best  circles  of  the  societv  of  the  tow  nship 
As  to  his  political  laith,  Mr.  McClane  is  as 
conscientious  as  he  is  in  his  religions  belief 
holding  steadfastly  t"  both,  with  equal  zeal. 
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AVID  U.  McCULLOUGH,  deceased 
farmer  of  Blanchard  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  in  the  same  state,  in 
1 8 1 6,  a son  of  James  McCullough,  an  early 
settler.  After  reaching  manhood  David  U. 
went  to  Zanesville  and  other  points  and  was 
employed  by  an  uncle,  John  McCullough,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Subse- 
quently David  U.  located  in  Hancock  county, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  also  entered 
eighty  acres,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
settled  on  120  acres,  in  section  No.  21,  in 
Blanchard  township,  later  adding  to  this  tract, 
by  purchase,  a tract  of  120  acres,  and  still 
later  adding  three  tracts  of  eighty,  forty  and 
eighty  each,  in  the  order  named,  and  in  sec- 
tion No.  22  purchasing  a tract  of  ninety  acres, 
and  in  section  No.  27  a tract  of  200  acres. 
On  the  original  120  acres  he  made  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  transformed  it  into  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township,  on  which  he 
erected  a handsome  dwelling  and  all  the  neces- 
sary out-buildings.  Besides  being  a thorough 
farmer,  he  was  an  expert  veterinary  surgeon 
and  did  a large  and  lucrative  professional  bus- 
iness throughout  the  surrounding  country. 

In  politics  Mr.  McCullough  was  first  a 
whig,  but  on  the  disintegration  of  that  party 
fell  into  the  republican  ranks;  he  filled  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years, 
and  township  trustee,  and  also  filled  several 
other  offices  of  less  importance.  He  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  had  been  a class  leader 
for  ovei  twenty-four  years,  was  trustee  and 
Sabbath-school  superintendent;  he  was  most 
liberal  in  his  contributions  to  this  religious  de- 
nomination, was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Gilboa  congregation,  and  donated  the  munifi- 
cent sum  of  $1 ,200  toward  the  election  of  its 
church  edifice.  1 1 is  death  was  a sad  event 
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and  a tragic  one,  and  was  caused  by  the  giving 
way  of  the  stonework  of  a bridge  on  the  Ma- 
honing railroad,  on  his  own  farm,  he  at  the 
time  standing  on  the  bridge  and  being  precip- 
itated with  the  wreck.  His  loss  was  deeply 
deplored  by  the  community,  as  he  was  ever 
foremost  in  aiding  every  enterprise  of  public 
benefit  and  -was  progressive  in  every  sense  of 
the  word. 

Mr.  McCullough  was  twice  married  —first 
to  a Miss  Rutledge,  to  which  union  were  born 
Fannie,  wife  of  Joshua  Powell,  and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Albert  Simpson.  The  second  marriage 
was  with  Matilda,  daughter  of  Elisha  Brooks, 
of  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  Andrew  S. ; Margaret,  wife  of  Wel- 
lington Conine;  Catherine  was  married  to 
David  Frantz — both  now  deceased;  David  T., 
of  Blanchard  township;  Frank;  Alexander;  Jen- 
nie, wife  of  Otho  Hall,  and  two  that  died  in 
infancy. 

David  T.  McCullough,  son  of  David  U. 
and  Matilda  (Brooks)  McCullough,  whose  bio- 
graphical memoir  appears  above,  was  born 
May  7,  1855,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  but 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  passed 
his  years  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty, 
when  lie  settled  on  his  present  place,  in  section 
No.  22,  which  then  comprised  ninety  acres;  he 
has  added  to  this  another  tract  of  sixty-six 
acres,  situated  in  section  No.  21;  but  the 
ninety  acre  tract  is  his  homestead,  and  this  he 
had  made  convenient  with  every  modern  im- 
provement and  made  productive  by  aid  of  the 
most  recent  devices  in  agricultural  implements, 
being  fully  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  Blanchard  township. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  McCullough  wielded 
quite  an  inlluence  for  the  republican  party  for 
many  years,  but  of  late  has  become  quite  inde- 
pendent in  his  views,  believing  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  are  best  served  by  voting 
for  competent  and  honest  men  rather  than  for 
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strictly  party  nominees.  While  . not  an  office 
seeker  for  the  sake  of  emolument,  or  for  the 
vain  purpose  of  being  a figure-head,  he  has 
done  his  duty  as  a citizen  by  serving  as  con- 
stable, and  has  filled  the  position  conscien- 
tiously and  efficiently.  In  his  religious  con- 
victions he  is  a Methodist,  and  is  a member  of 
the  congregation  at  Gilboa,  in  which  he  has, 
for  thirteen  years,  served  as  superintendent, 
and  has  also  been  one  of  the  trustees  for  thir- 
teen years,  and  for  twenty  years  a class-leader. 
Mr.  McCullough  married  Miss  Maggie,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Norton,  of  Columbus  Grove,  and 
this  felicitous  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  ten  children,  viz:  Bessie  M.,  David 

U.,  Pearl,  Harry,  Mabel,  John,  Roy,  Eddie, 
and  Lena  and  Leona  (twins).  The  family  en- 
joy a high  degree  of  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  citizens  of  Blanchard  township,  and 
well  deserve  the  good  opinion  in  which  they 
are  held. 


OHN  CALVIN  McCLUNG,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  most  successful  physicians  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  with  his  resi- 
dence at  Leipsic,  is  a native  of  the 
Buckeye  state,  was  born  in  Eden  township, 
Seneca  county,  January  26,  1843,  and  is  of 
sterling  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  having  de- 
scended from  James  McClung,  who,  with  his 
wife  and  children,  about  the  year  1720,  came 
to  America  from  one  of  the  counties  of  the 
province  of  Ulster,  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
landed  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  later  settled 
in  Cumberland  county,  in  the  same  state. 

The  ancestors  of  James  McClung,  this 
American  colonial  immigrant,  were  Scotch  Cov- 
enanters, who  lied  from  their  native  land  to 
the  north  of  Ireland,  to  escape  religious  perse- 
cution, probably  about  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Of  the  children  of  James 
McClung  little  is  positively  known,  but  there 


is  a family  tradition  to  the  effect  that  severa1 
of  the  sons  settted  in  one  of  the  Scotch-Irish 
psalm-singing  communities  of  either  Virginia 
or  one  of  the  Carolinas.  It  is  known,  how- 
ever, that  John  McClung,  one  of  the  sons  of 
James,  remained  in  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
in  Northumberland  county,  in  the  Susqua- 
hanna  valley,  and  that  to  his  marriage  were 
born  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  Sarah,  in  1740;  John,  1742 

James,  1744;  William,  1746;  Sara,  1748;  Re- 
bekah,  1750;  Esther,  1752;  Elizabeth,  1753. 
Matthew,  1757,  and  Charles,  1761.  Of  these, 
all,  with  the  exception  of  Sara,  married  and 
had  children  of  their  own,  although  William 
was  killed  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  be 
Indians  and  tories,  in  the  massacre  of  Wyo- 
ming, in  1773. 

Charles  McClung,  youngest  son  of  John 
and  the  progenitor  of  the  McClungs  of  Ohio, 
first  settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  be 
tween  1782  and  1785;  he  married  Margaret 
Martin,  March  10,  1785,  and  in  1799  the; 
came  to  Ohio,  being  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Fairfield  county.  To  their  union  were  born 
the  following-named  children:  Elizabeth,  born 

in  1785 — died  in  1798;  Sarah,  born  in  1787 — 
died  in  1798;  John,  born  in  179I)-— died  in 
1879;  he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
was  married,  was  a pioneer  of  Iowa,  afterward 
a pioneer  of  Oregon,  and  died  in  the  latte- 
state,  where  his  descendants  still  make  their 
homes;  William,  born  in  1793— died  in  1856. 
he,  also,  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
died  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  his  de- 
scendants still  abide;  David,  born  in  1795  — 
died  in  1867,  in  Leipsic,  Ohio,  a stanch  repub- 
lican, although  at  first  a whig;  Charles,  born  in 
1 798 — died  in  1880;  he  married,  but  has  no 
living  descendants,  fames,  born  in  1800  - died 
in  1831,  he  was  a physician,  but  nevei  married 
Mrs.  Margaret  Met  lung,  the  mother  of  tin 
family  , died  in  1 842. 
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David  McClung,  one  of  the  children  enu- 
merated above  as  born  to  Charles  and  Margaret 
(Martin)  McClung,  married,  1824,  Elizabeth 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  1804,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Margaret  (McLyre)  Brown,  some- 
time of  Juniata  county,  Pa.,  and  afterward  of 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  In  1826,  David  Mc- 
Clung and  wife  settled  in  Seneca  county,  where 
Mr.  McClung  purchased  a tract  of  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  converted  into  a fine  farm,  on 
which  he  passed  twenty-seven  years  of  his  life, 
and  then,  in  1863,  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  which  now  forms 
a part  of  the  western  section  of  the  town  of 
Leipsic.  To  David  and  Elizabeth  (Brown) 
McClung  were  born  twelve  children;  viz: 
Phoebe,  born  in  1824,  widow  of  A.  Leonard, 
of  Loveland,  Colo. ; William  Clark,  born  in 
1826 — died  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  in  1881; 
Robert  Brown,  born  in  1828 — died  in  1888  at 
Pawnee  City,  Nebr. ; James  D.,  born  in  1830 
— died  in  1873  or  1874,  near  Warrensburg, 
Mo.;  David  Waddle,  born  in  1831  — a promi- 
nent politician  and  citizen  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 
Charles,  born  in  1834 — died  in  1 845  ; Margaret, 
born  in  1836 — died  in  1878;  Sarah,  born  in 
1838 — died  in  1842;  Harvey,  born  in  1840- — 
died  in  1842;  John  Calvin,  subject;  Martha, 
born  in  1846 — died  in  1875;  one,  a daughter, 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Mc- 
Clung, mother  of  this  family,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1876 — dying  in  Leipsic,  Ohio. 

Dr.  John  Calvin  McClung,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  biographical  memoir,  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools,  and  for  several  years 
was  a teacher  in  public  schools  of  Hancock 
and  Putnam  counties.  In  1866  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  but,  owing  to  the  death  of 
his  father  the  year  following,  he  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  for  a time  his  medical  course  of 
reading  to  take  charge  of  the  paternal  estate; 
in  1870,  however,  he  resumed  his  studies, 


under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  C.  E.  Tapper, 
of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  and  in  1873  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  Western  Re- 
serve university  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  he  at 
once  began  practice  at  Leipsic,  Ohio;  and 
here  he  has  since  remained  with  abundant 
success. 

In  politics  the  doctor  has  always  been  a 
republican,  and  in  1878  was  elected  a member 
of  the  village  council  of  Leipsic  and  served  un- 
til 1884;  since  1878,  also,  with  the  exception 
of  three  years,  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  and  is  now  president  of  the 
school  board ; in  1885  he  was  elected  mayor 
and  filled  the  office  until  1889,  was  re-elected 
at  a subsequent  period,  and  is  the  present 
mayor  of  Leipsic.  He  was  postmaster  at 
Leipsic  from  May  1,  1884,  to  September,  1885, 
and  from  April,  1890,  to  May,  1894,  and  no 
more  obliging  or  competent  official  ever  filled 
the  position.  The  doctor,  in  the  societies  of 
his  profession,  is  a member  of  the  American 
Medical  association,  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
society,  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  soci- 
ety, and  the  National  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons. 

Like  his  ancestors,  the  doctor  has  adhered 
to  the  Covenanter  faith,  and  has  been  a life- 
long member  of,  and  a ruling  elder  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a century  in,  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  North  America.  The 
marriage  of  Dr.  McClung  was  solemnized,  in 
1868,  with  Miss  Sarah  Margaret  Newlin,  who 
was  born,  in  1845,  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Funk)  Newlin,  of  Liberty  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  To  this  felicitous  union  have 
been  born  the  following  children:  David  Al- 

bert, January  27,  1869;  Anna,  October  17, 
1870;  John  Brown,  January  23,  1872,  died 
March  24,  1895;  Nathan  Boyd,  born  February 
28,  1874;  Robert  Clark,  born  September  23, 
187C,  died  October  5,  1877;  W illiam  Hartley 
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and  Sarah  (twins),  born  March  19,  1878; 

Elizabeth,  born  February  12,  1880;  James  D., 
born  March  10,  1882;  Charles  Harvey,  born 
July  10,  1885;  and  a son  and  daughter,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Whatever  the  doctor  has  done,  either  in 
private  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  in  which 
he  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life,  is  done 
without  any  ostentation.  When  public  or  pri- 
vate enterprises  are  discussed  or  organized  he 
is  one  who  is  always  counted  upon  to  bear  his 
part  in  carrving  them  out.  He  is  a represent- 
ative, now,  of  a class  to  whom  more  than  any 
other  is  due  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
many  of  the  thriving  cities  of  the  west.  Con- 
temporary biography  exercises  its  highest  most 
consistent  function  when  it  enters  record  touch- 
ing the  career  of  anv  who,  animated  by  noble 
ambition  and  maintaining  lofty  ideals,  essay 
the  task  of  making  a place  in  the  world.  In 
such  a life  there  is  both  lesson  and  incentive, 
and  innate  modesty  should  not  deprive  such 
men  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such 
lessons.  The  subject  whose  name  initiates  this 
review  is,  as  may  be  well  inferred,  a man  of 
distinguished  professional  attainments  and  un- 
swerving honors,  and  probably  no  one  in 
Leipsic  deserves  a more  honorable  place  in 
this  history  than  does  Dr.  John  C.  McClung. 


a APT.  GEORGE  I).  McCLURE,  a 
faithful  soldier,  an  enterprising  citi- 
zen, an  excellent  and  progressive 
farmer,  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county,  was  born  in  Kalida,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
R.  and  Faithful  (I titter)  McClure  (see  sketch 
of  Nathaniel  McClure).  He  lived  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  attended  school  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  and  then  learned  the  printer’s 
trade,  at  which  lie  worked  for  two  years,  when 
the  war  broke  out;  he  then  dropped  all  work, 


and  though  little  more  than  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  responded  to  the  first  call  for  troops, 
and  enlisted  in  company  E,  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  for  three  months. 
On  September  2,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  com- 
pany A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  was  elected  second  lieutenant  when  the 
company  was  organized,  though  he  w is  but 
eighteen  years  of  age.  February  8,  1862,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  first  lieutenancy,  and  to 
the  captaincy,  July  23,  1863.  He  fought  in 
the  battles  of  the  Morning  Sun,  Wolf’s  Creek 
bridge,  Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  in  all  the  en- 
gagements in  which  his  brother  Nathaniel  took 
part,  except  those  of  Corinth  and  shiloli, 
Miss.  Typhoid  fever  kept  him  from  partici- 
pating in  these  two  momentous  battles  out  he 
follow'ed  Sherman  in  his  triumphant  march  to 
the  sea.  He  was  ever  in  the  thickest  4 the 
tight,  knew  no  fear,  never  shirked  any  duties, 
and  was  a good  disciplinarian.  When  newar 
was  over,  he,  on  being  mustered  out  on  Au- 
gust 14,  1865,  was  honored  with  the  •' < mmis- 
sion  of  lieutenant-colonel.  When  peace  again 
reigned  over  this  land  he  returned  to  peaceful 
pursuits  at  home,  where  he  had,  while  on  a 
furlough  in  1864,  on  November  2,  married 
Susan,  the  estimable  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Hardin)  Myers.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Perry  township,  September  2,  1845,  and 
had  been  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kalida,  and  afterward  taught  for  six  terms  in 
the  same  school. 

After  marriage,  the  young  couple  located 
in  Kalida,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
(printer’s)  at  times,  and  wras  in  busi ; • ss  for 
seven  years.  In  1871  he  moved  to  Perry 
township  and  farmed  for  four  years;  lie  then 
sold  his  farm  and  bought  the  farm  in  Jackson 
township,  on  which  he  now  lives.  Th  > farm 
at  that  lime  was  still  in  its  wild  state,  no  trees 
having  been  cut.  1 lo  sot  to  work,  as  bravely  fell- 
ing the  trees  as  he  had  fought  in  battle;soon  a 
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large  space  was  cleared,  the  log  heaps  burned, 
and  he  could  call  it  a farm.  But  he  did  not  stop 
here;  he  has  continued  to  improve  it  and  keep 
it  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Eight  chil- 
dren have  come  to  bless  their  union:  Sher- 

man, a teacher  for  seven  years  in  Nebraska, 
and  now  a resident  of  the  Cherokee  strip; 
George  M.,  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
count}’,  Ohio;  Faithful,  who  taught  school  for 
five  years,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  E. 
Shirley,  of  Perry  township;  Dottie,  the  wife 
of  C.  R.  Comer  (see  his  sketch);  Adeline,  a 
teacher,  at  home;  Thomas,  who  is  a farmer  at 
home;  Julia  and  Charles,  who  still  live  at 
home.  In  politics,  Capt.  McClure  is  a demo- 
crat and  has  been  intrusted  with  numerous 
offices.  In  1872,  he  was  assessor,  and  ap- 
praiser in  1880.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  since  1885,  and  at  the  present  time  also 
holds  the  office  of  township  clerk,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Union 
church.  He  is  known  to  all  as  a genial,  pub- 
lic spirited  man,  looking  well  to  the  interest 
of  the  neighborhood  and  that  of  Ins  family. 


ATHANIEL  C.  McCLURE,  the  prom- 
inent real  estate  dealer  of  Kalida, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of 
Thomas  R.  and  Faithful  (Bitter)  Mc- 
Clure, and  was  born  September  5,  1845,  in 
Kalida,  where  he  has  been  reared  and  has 
risen  to  eminence  as  a business  man.  Thomas 
R.  McClure,  the  father,  was  born  in  Maryland 
in  1805,  a son  of  John  McClure,  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age 
w hen  he  reached  America,  and  made  his  home 
near  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  was  married,  becoming  the  father  of 
live  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Thomas  R.  McClure  was 


reared  a farmer,  was  educated  in  his  native 
state,  and  v'as  still  a young  man  when  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Licking  count}', 
where,  about  1831,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Faithful  Bitter.  This  lady  was  a native  of 
Ohio,  born,  in  1816,  in  Pennsylvania,  of  Ger- 
man parents,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Licking  county,  Ohio.  From  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years  she  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  a steady  and 
faithful  worker  in  its  cause.  She  became  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  viz:  John,  an  at- 

torney at  Little  Rock  and  formerly  chief  just- 
ice of  Arkansas;  Callender,  ]ane  and  Thomas, 
all  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  within  the 
space  of  ten  days;  Milton  E.,  of  Kalida,  who 
represented  this  district  two  terms  in  the  state 
legislature,  and  is  now  an  official  in  the  pen- 
sion office  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  George  B., 
justice  of  the  peace  and  farmer  of  Jackson 
township,  Putnam  county;  Nathaniel  C.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Andrew  an  attorney 
at  Continental;  Thomas  R.,  a deceased  physi- 
cian of  Paulding  county;  Charles  G.,  a school- 
teacher of  Hedges,  Paulding  county,  and  Will- 
iam B.,  a teacher  of  Kalida,  Putnam  county. 
It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  all  the  children 
of  this  family  that  grew  to  maturity  attained 
positions  of  great  respectability,  if  not  promi- 
nence. The  heroic  devotion  to  the  Union  of 
the  above  children  who  were  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms  in  defense  of  their  nation’s  Hag  during 
the  late  Rebellion  must  also  be  here  recorded 
as  a necessary  tribute  to  their  worth. 

John  McClure  enlisted,  September  27, 
1861,  in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  and  served  until  December  21, 
1864,  holding  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  quarter- 
master, captain  and  major,  to  which  positions 
he  rose  from  that  of  private  through  meritori- 
ous conduct.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Arkansas  Post, Vicksburg  and  Jackson  (Miss.), 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  Reseca,  Balias,  Kenesaw 
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Mountain,  Atlanta  and  Jonesboro.  Milton  E. 
enlisted  in  company  E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  in- 
fantry, April  6,  1 86 1,  at  the  first  call  for  vol- 
unteers, and  served  three  months.  George  I), 
enlisted,  first,  in  company  E,  Twenty-first 
regiment,  served  three  months,  his  full  term, 
and  also  one  month  longer,  and  then  enlisted, 
September  2,  1861,  in  company  A,  Eifty-sev- 
enth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  when  the 
company  was  organized  was  elected  second 
lieutenant;  February  8,  1862,  was  promoted  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  and  July  23,  1863,  was 
advanced  to  a captaincy,  and  with  this  rank 
was  mustered  out  August  14,  1865.  He  fought 
at  Shiloh,  Morning  Sun,  Wolf’s  Creek  Bridge, 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  in  all  the  engagements 
in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  and  in  which 
his  elder  brother  was  also  engaged.  The  mili- 
tary career  of  Nathaniel  C.  will  be  related 
below. 

Thomas  R.  McClure,  the  father  of  these 
worthy  children,  after  his  marriage,  settled, 
about  1834,  on  government  land  he  had  en- 
tered near  Gilboa,  Putnam  county,  cleared 
from  the  woods  an  admirable  farm  and  be- 
came a prosperous  farmer  and  a very  popular 
and  influential  citizen.  About  1842  he  was 
elected  sheriff,  which  necessitated  his  removal 
to  Kalida.  He  performed  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  a most  satisfactory  manner  for  four 
years,  and  for  a number  of  years  thereafter  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  trade  and  in  the  hotel 
business.  In  1854  he  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  which  office  he  held  with  his  char- 
acteristic ability  for  four  years.  About  this 
time  his  health  began  to  fail,  and  he  retired 
from  active  business,  resting  in  peace  until  the 
day  came  for  him  to  join  the  “universal  cara- 
van,” March  8,  1864,  when  he  died  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  he  had 
been  an  active  and  prominent  member.  Po- 
litically he  was  a war  democrat.  Fraternally 
he  was  a charter  member  of  Kalida  lodge,  No. 


280,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  socially  no  man  in  Put- 
nam county  stood  higher  than  he. 

Nathaniel  C.  McClure,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  an  excellent  education 
in  his  native  city  of  Kalida,  doing  little  else 
but  study  until  his  enlistment,  September  28, 
1863,  in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  States- 
boro and  Fort  McAllister,  and  March  1 1,  1 865, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  For 
twenty  days  he  was  immured  within  the  walls 
of  Libby  prison  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  was  then 
paroled,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  June  27,  1865.  On  his 
return  to  Putnam  county  Mr.  McClure  taught 
school  in  the  country  districts  of  Union 
township  until  1874,  during  which  year 
he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff,  an  office  he 
most  faithfully  filled  for  six  years.  In  1888 
he  married  Miss  Gertrude  Laubenthal,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Mary  Laubenthal,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  early  settled  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  where  Mrs.  McClure  was  born  in  1853, 
but  about  twenty-five  years  ago  became  resi- 
dents of  Putnam  county.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  her  parents  are  devout  Catlu  lies, 
Mrs.  McClure  is  a strict  Presbyterian. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  McClure  resumed 
his  vocation  of  pedagogue,  and  continued  to 
teach  until  1890,  ending  his  useful  occupation 
in  Continental.  This  year  (1890)  he  returned 
to  Kalida,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged 
most  successively  in  the  real  estate  business. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  mayor,  an  office  he 
held  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  with  much 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  is  at  present  a notar)  pub- 
lic and  city  solicitor,  and  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  truly  public-spirited  men  of  the 
town.  He  is  a member  of  Masonic  lodge,  No. 
325,  of  Ottawa,  and,  although  not  an  adher- 
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ent  of  any  church,  is  recognized  as  a gentle- 
man of  the  strictest  integrity.  Politically  he  is 
a democrat. 


HNDREW  j.  McCLURE,  who  is  one 
of  the  representative  attorneys  of 
Continental,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  whose  ancestors  have  been  men 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  this  portion  of  the 
Union,  has  practically  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Putnam  county,  where  he  has  grown  from 
boyhood  to  attain  a position  of  prominence 
and  usefulness  in  the  line  of  his  profession  and 
as  a man  among  men. 

Nathaniel  McClure,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Scotland,  but  when  a 
mere  youth  he  removed  to  Dublin,  Ireland. 
At  the  adventurous  age  of  twenty  years  he 
embarked  on  an  English  man-of-war,  but  when 
the  American  colonies,  in  1776,  declared  their 
independence  from  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain, 
such  was  was  his  innate  love  of  liberty  and  his 
sympathy  for  the  embryonic  republic  that  he 
at  once  proffered  his  services  in  the  cause  of 
freedom.  He  joined  the  colonial  army  and 
for  eight  years  fought  valiantly  in  the  noble 
cause.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  united  his  life  destinies  with  those  of 
Miss  Jane  Donin.  I11  after  years  they  removed 
to  Peachbottom,  York  county,  Pa.,  where 
they  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  in 
politics  an  old-line  whig,  and  in  religious  affil- 
iations the  family  were  identified  with  the 
Methodist  denomination.  After  the  death  of 
the  head  of  the  family,  the  mother  and  her 
children  removed  to  Muskingum  county,  Ohio. 

Thomas  R.  McClure,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  September  9, 
1804.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Faithful  E.  Ditter,  who  was  born  at  Peach- 
bottom,  Pa.,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  Oc- 
tober 17,  1 Si 4.  Thomas  R.  McClure  and  his 


family  lived  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  until 
1840,  when  they  removed  to  Putnam  county, 
and  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard 
township.  Here  Mr.  McClure  became  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  early  history  of  the 
county,  and  was  several  times  given  political 
preferment  by  being  elected  to  various  high 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  He  was  one 
of  the  early  sheriffs  of  Putnam  county,  and  as 
Kalida  was  the  county  seat,  he  removed  to 
that  place,  where  he  continued  his  residence 
until  his  death.  Eater  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  county,  a position  whicn  he  filled 
for  four  years  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents  and  the  general  public.  He 
was  a prominent  pillar  in  the  Methodist  church, 
to  which  he  contributed  liberally,  an  1 was  a 
charter  member  and  the  first  junior  warden  of 
the  first  Masonic  lodge  (No.  180)  formed  in 
Putnam  county.  His  death  occurred  March 
28,  1864,  and  he  was  buried  with  high  Ma- 
sonic honors.  His  estimable  wife  survived 
him  many  years,  her  death  taking  place  Jan- 
uary 17,  1893.  Thomas  and  Faithful  McClure 
were  the  parents  of  eight  sons,  whose  names, 
in  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  John,  Milton 
E. , George  D. , Nathaniel  C.  .Andrew  J . , Thomas 
R.  (deceased),  Charles  G.  and  William  I). 

■ Andrew  j.  McClure,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  September  6,  1847. 
He  received  excellent  educational  discipline, 
and  for  eleven  years  taught  school  with  an 
eminent  degree  of  success,  a vocation  which 
was  also  followed  to  a greater  or  less  extent 
by  all  seven  of  his  brothers.  After  pursuing  a 
course  of  technical  reading  in  the  law  he  was 
admitted  to  tlVe  bar,  March,  7,  1882,  and 

commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion at  Kalida,  Putnam  countv.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1886  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment as  claim  agent  of  the  Cotton  Belt 
Railroad  company,  with  headquarters  at  Tex- 
arkana, Ark.,  at  a salary  of  $1,800  per  annum. 
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He  tilled  the  position  most  acceptably  for  two 
years  and  then  resigned,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  company  proffered  him  a salary 
of  $2,500  a year  if  he  would  consent  to  re- 
main with  them.  He  returned  to  Kalida, 
Ohio,  but  soon  afterward  removed  to  Conti- 
nental, from  which  point  he  has  since  prac- 
ticed his  profession.  His  technical  ability, 
facility  in  debate  and  his  judicial  acumen  in 
counsel  have  gained  him  a representative  cli- 
entele, and  he  has  achieved  an  enviable  repu- 
tation throughout  the  county,  being  recognized 
as  one  of  the  representative  members  of  the 
Putnam  county  bar. 

Mr.  McClure  was  united  in  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1874,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Foley, 
who  was  a native  of  Putnam  county,  being 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Rhoda  Foley,  who 
were  among  the  highly  respected  pioneers  of 
Union  township.  The  married  life  of  our  sub- 
ject was  of  brief  duration,  for  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  beloved  wife 
September  22,  1875,  only  a short  time  after 
the  birth  of  a daughter,  Elizabeth  M.,  who 
was  born  on  the  3d  day  of  that  month.  The 
daughter  died  October  12,  1885. 

Our  subject  is  a stanch  democrat  and  has 
ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
his  voice  often  being  heard  in  the  councils  of 
the  leaders  of  his  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  being  a charter  member  and  first  senior 
deacon  in  the  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons at  Continental,  and  a royal  arch  Mason 
of  chapter  No.  125,  of  Ottawa. 


HI  LIP  R.  McDONNFL,  the  popular 
hardware  merchant  of  Fatty,  Pauld- 
ing township,  Paulding  county,  Ohio, 
has  been  in  business  here  since  1888, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  from  Decem- 
ber, 1891,  to  December,  1895,  when  lie  was 


engaged  in  the  same  business  at  Continental, 
Putnam  county.  Mr.  McDonnel  was  born 
June  23,  i860,  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  and 
lived  on  his  father’s  farm  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  for  three  a half  years 
worked  at  shoemaking,  but  on  account  of  ill 
health  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  bench 
and  seek  the  open  air  and  an  agricultural  life 
for  seven  years  in  the  fields  of  Van  Wert  and 
Mercer  counties. 

James  W.  McDonnel,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  August,  1828, 
but,  although  a native  of  a southern  state,  was 
loyal  to  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  served  for 
three  years  in  its  defense,  going  into  the  vol- 
unteer service  from  Fayette  county,  Ohio.  He 
married  Miss  Annie  Jones,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  the  following  children:  George  W., 

Martha,  John,  Alonzo,  James,  Philip  R.  am 
Jacob  E.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  Fayette  county  in  1862,  and  the  father  next 
married  Martha  J.  Kilgore,  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  .Ohio,  and  to  this  marriage  have  been 
born  Jasper  and  Augusta  McDonnel. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  Philip  R. 
McDonnel,  was  with  Miss  Almira  F Shep- 
herd, who  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio 
February  8,  1858,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Polly  A.  (Hamilton)  Shepherd,  who  are  among 
the  most  respectable  and  substantial  residents 
of  Union  township,  Mercer  county.  l'o  this 
felicitous  union  have  been  born  Nora  15.,  Ora 
B.  (who  died  November  15,  1892,)  and  Ho- 
mer L.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDon- 
nel located  at  Middlepoint,  Van  Wert  county, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  millinery  business 
for  a year  or  more;  then  moved  to  Mendon, 
Mercer  coounty,  where  tlicv  lived  for  two 
years,  and  thence  moved  to  Fatty,  Paulding 
county,  where  Mrs  McDonnel  continued  to 
follow  the  millincrv  business,  in  which  she 
was  quite  an  artist,  and  Mr  McDonnel  cm 
barked  in  the  hardware  trade,  in  which  he  has 
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since  been  so  successful.  While  in  business  at 
Continental  Mrs.  McDonnel  has  met  with  phe- 
nomenal success  as  a milliner,  and  occupied  a 
show-room  in  a building'  separate  from  that  in 
which  her  husband  carried  on  his  trade,  and 
was  the  leader  of  style  in  the  township,  draw- 
ing her  patronage  from  all  the  country  round- 
about, owing  to  her  exquisite  taste  as  dis- 
played in  the  production  of  ladies’  head-wear. 
In  the  hardware  trade  Mr.  McDonnel  has  been 
equally  successful,  and  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing almost  a monopoly,  carrying,  as  he  did,  a 
full  line  of  heavy,  shelf  and  builders’  ware, 
and  everything  pertaining  to  the  trade.  On 
August  12.  1894,  Mr.  McDonnel  was  burned 
out,  losing  two  buildings,  one  having  two  busi- 
ness-rooms. The  loss  from  this  fire  was  nearly 
total,  Mr.  McDonnel  receiving  only  $500  in- 
surance on  the  buildings  and  $250  as  damages 
to  the  millinery  and  hardware  stocks. 

In  politics  Mr.  McDonnel  is  a republican, 
and  in  religion  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  McDonnel  is  also  a 
member  of  K.  of  P.  lodge,  No.  650,  of  Fatty, 
Ohio.  He  is  the  owner  of  a neat  farm  of 
eighty  a<  res  in  Palmer  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  all  well  improved,  and  also  a 
farm  of  500  acres  in  Scott  county,  Tenn.,  two 
miles  from  Helenwood,  the  county  seat.  All 
this  property  he  has  made  through  his  own  ex- 
ertions, and  it  is  evident  that  he  is  equally 
successful  in  his  mercantile  trade,  as  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  the  valuable  qualities — urbanity  and 
a disposition  to  please — which  are  the  factors 
of  success  m any  and  all  of  life’s  ventures. 


UCi H F.  McDOWFFF,  postmaster  of 
Ottawa,  and  ex-treasurer  of  Putnam 
county,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  son 
ol  James  and  Agnes  (Bacon)  Mc- 
Dowell. James  McDowell  was  born  in  Pick- 
ing county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  greater 


part  of  his  life,  moving  thence,  in  1845,  to  the 
comity  of  Putnam,  where  he  died  two  years 
later.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and 
made  his  first  purchase  in  Putnam  county  in 
1844,  his  place  consisting  of  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land,  upon  which  he  erected  a small 
cabin,  for  the  reception  of  his  family,  the  year 
following.  He  died  in  1847,  leaving  a widow 
and  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz:  Isaac,  deceased;  Hugh  F.,  Jane,  and 

Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Bartoon.  The  mother 
subsequently  married  William  Sackett;  she 
died  at  Gilboa,  Putnam  county,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years. 

Hugh  F.  McDowell  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Picking,  Ohio,  August  12,  1841,  and  in  his 
fourth  year  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Put- 
nam county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  an 
honored  resident.  He  attended,  at  intervals, 
the  country  schools,  but  was  early  obliged  to 
rely  on  his  own  resources  for  a livelihood.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  working  by  the 
nujnth  as  a farm  laborer  during  the  summer 
seasons,  and  in  the  winter  worked  for  his 
board,  while  he  attended  school.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  took  charge  of  the  home 
place,  which  he  operated  for  several  years,  and 
after  it  was  sold  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Riley  township,  which  he  cleared 
and  upon  which  he  resided  until  1873,  moving 
in  that  year  to  Ottawa.  During  the  stay  in 
Riley  township  he  was  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  in  buying  and  selling  stock,  the 
latter  proving  very  remunerate  e.  He  was 
also  assessor  of  the  aforesaid  township  for  a 
period  of  eight  years,  and  in  1879  was  elected 
county  treasurer,  the  duties  of  which  position  he 
discharged  in  a manner  creditable  to  himself 
and  highly  satisfactory  to  the  public  for  four 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  official  term 
Mr.  McDowell  returned  to  his  home  place, 
and  for  five  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  the  stock  business, 
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giving  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the 
latter,  while  his  sons  managed  the  farm.  He 
bought  extensively  throughout  northwestern 
Ohio,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  heaviest  shippers  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  _ He  was  associated  for  some 
time  with  Matthew  Ewing,  and  after  that  gen- 
tleman’s death  continued  the  business  alone 
until  1893.  In  March,  1894,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Ottawa,  receiving  his 
commission  the  same  month.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  the  office  Mr.  McDowell  has  displayed 
executive  ability  of  a high  order,  and  has 
proved  a most  capable  and  popular  official. 
His  sons,  Harvey  and  Isaac,  assist  him  as 
deputies,  and  it  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
office  has  never  been  in  more  efficient  and 
trustworthy  hands. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  Ottawa  in  1891, 
since  which  time  he  has  practically  retired 
from  all  business,  except  that  pertaining  to 
the  post-office.  He  is  a democrat  of  the  old 
school,  and  has  contributed  not  a little  to  the 
success  of  his  part)'  in  Putnam  county.  He 
belongs  to  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Ottawa  lodge,  No. 
325,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. Mr.  McDowell  was  married  June  23, 
1865,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Ridge,  daughter  of 
William  Ridge,  a union  blessed  with  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  viz:  Orvill,  druggist;  James 

W.,  street  commissioner  of  Ottawa;  Harvey 
H.,  deputy  postmaster;  David,  barber  of 
Ottawa;  Isaac  Newton,  clerk  in  post-office; 
Earnest;  Nelson  H.;  and  Cortis  E. 

Mr.  McDowell  is  essentially  a self-made 
man,  and  as  such  ranks  with  the  foremost  cit- 
izens of  the  county  of  Putnam.  He  has  done 
his  full  share  in  the  development  of  the 
county,  and  seconds  every  movement  having 
for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  served  in  the  late  war,  in  company 
I),  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  .infantry,  and 
partic  ipated  in  a number  of  battles,  the  most 


noted  of  which  was  the  engagement  at  Stone 
river.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  De- 
card Station,  Tenn.,  August  7,  1863. 
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I ELI  AM  McELDERRY,  a promi- 
nent and  self-made  farmer-citizen 
of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  was  born  in  Carroll  county 
May  14,  1840.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  he 
was  taken  to  Delaware  county  by  his  parents, 
who  remained  there  six  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Union  county,  where  they  lived  until  1865. 
They  then  came  to  Putnam  county  and  lo- 
cated in  Pleasant  township,  our  subject  all 
this  time  following  the  pursuit  of  farming  and 
remaining  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
January  5,  1868,  with  Miss  Louisa  Bogart,  a 
native  of  Putnam  county,  born  February  23, 
1851,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Critten)  Bogart,  of  Pennsylvania-German  de- 
scent. He  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  the 
land  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  he  has  since 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  233  acres,  of  which  208  are  under 
cultivation.  He  received  from  his  father 
twenty-six  acres  of  land,  which  he  sold  for 
$1,000.  This  money  he  invested,  together  with 
other  money  subsequently  acquired,  in  adding  to 
the  original  forty  acres  he  had  previously  pur- 
chased, in  section  No.  19,  as  follows:  Twenty 
acres  adjoining  in  the  north;  eleven  acres  north 
of  this  last  purchase;  twenty  acres  adjoining 
the  northwest  corner  of  his  farm;  then  st  venty 
acres  in  section  No.  20,  adjoining  the  forty  on 
the  east;  then  ten  acres  in  section  No.  19, 
and  then  thirty-three  acres  adjoining  the  last 
purchase,  and  subsequently  twenty-nine  acres 
adjoining  the  original  forty  on  the  north,  the 
entire  tract  being  now  in  one  piece.  In  his 
purchase  he  secured  several  domiciles,  and 
still  owns  two  well  improved  places  His 
homestead  he  hewed  bodily  from  the  wilder- 
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ness,  assisted  by  his  willing  wife,  and  this  is 
well  ditched  and  tiled,  and  his  dwelling  com- 
modious and  substantial,  modern  and  conveni- 
ent, is  situated  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  Columbus  Grove. 

William  McElderry’s  parents,  Richard  and 
Eliza  (Gailey)  Mc-Elderry,  were  natives  of 
Beaver  comity,  Pa.,  and  were  married  in  that 
state.  The  father  of  Richard,  John  McEl- 
derry,  was  born  in  Ireland,  married  a Miss 
McCabe,  and  on  coming  to  America  first  lo- 
cated in  Pennsylvania,  later  came  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Carroll  county,  and  there  ended  his 
days.  Richard  McElderry  was  a brick-layer 
and  stone-cutter,  became  a resident  of  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  engaged  in  farming  on  a tract  of 
190  acres  of  land  which  he  had  bought  in  the 
wild  state,  and  which  he  had  cleared  up  and 
put  in  a first-class  state  of  cultivation,  and 
here  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
in  January,  1867,  a leading  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics. His  widow  survived  until  May,  1879, 
when  she,  too,  was  called  away.  The  children 
born  to  Richard  and  Eliza  McElderry  were 
eleven  in  number,  born  in  the  following  order: 
Margaret  J.,  deceased  wife  of  j.  H.  Noble, 
left  two  children;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  E.  L.  D. 
Tracy;  Jonathan  died  in  the  army  during  the 
late  Civil  war;  James  and  Samuel  died  young; 
William  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Joseph 
died  a soldier  while  fighting  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union;  John  served  through  the 
late  war  and  is  now  a resident  of  Columbus 
Grove;  Andrew  died  young;  Sarah  married 
George  Arnold,  a fanner  and  carpenter;  James 
S.  was  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  and  died  in  Wyoming.  William  Bo- 
gart, the  father  of  Mrs.  McElderry,  had  born 
to  him  by  his  first  wife,  Louisa  Critten,  six 
children,  viz:  Mary  E.,  Louisa  (Mrs,  McEI- 

derryj,  Amanda,  James,  Daniel  L.  and  Will- 
iam \\  . In  1863  the  mother  of  this  family 
ly 


passed  from  earth,  the  children  became  scat- 
tered, and  Mr.  Bogart  re-married  and  went  to 
live  in  Arkansas.  To  his  second  marriage  have 
been  born  eight  children,  who  are  scattered 
from  Massachusetts  to  Oklahoma. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McEl- 
derry have  been  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
two  died  young,  the  survivors  being  named 
Gertrude,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Michael, 
a farmer;  Louisa  j.,  married  to  Chester  H. 
Jones,  also  a farmer;  Francis  M. , Virgil,  Ever- 
ett L.  and  Len,  at  home.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  McElderry  hns  been  entirely 
independent,  voting  as  his  judgment  dictated 
for  either  of  the  old  parties  until  within  the 
past  two  years,  since  when  he  has  exercised  his 
franchise  in  favor  of  the  populists.  Mr.  Mc- 
Elderry, in  arranging  his  lands  and  getting  his 
farm  into  good  shape,  has  made  eight  different 
purchases.  For  his  first  forty  acres  he  paid 
$12  per  acre;  since  then  the  plats  have  varied 
in  price,  his  last  tract  costing  him  $94.40  per 
acre,  and  he  now  has  his  farm  nicely  squared 
up,  with  a very  tasteful  dwelling  thereon,  barns, 
orchards,  and  every  improvement  tending  to 
make  a model  farm.  His  property  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  and  his  wife’s  joint  industry  and 
hard  labor,  and  no  names  are  better  deserving 
a place  in  this  volume  than  those  of  Mr  and 
Mrs.  McElderry.  He  has  paid  a good  deal  of 
attention  to  cattle,  in  which  he  has  dealt  ex- 
tensively for  a good  many  years,  meeting  with 
great  success.  He  has  served  upon  the  school 
board  and  filled  the  office  of  district  clerk.  He 
and  his  wife  visited  the  World’s  Fair,  and  from 
a clear  apprehension  of  the  innumerable  and 
wonderful  exhibits  of  agricultural  products  and 
implements,  as  well  as  live  stock,  came  back 
a wiser  man.  Mr.  McElderry  points,  with 
pride,  to  the  fact,  with  all  his  extensive  deal- 
ings in  cattle  and  other  businesses,  that  he  has 
never  been  sued,  nor  has  he  sued  any  one. 
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N.  KELLEY,  a thriving  and  highly 
respected  farmer  of  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  is  a native  of 
Shelby  county,  Ohio,  born  Novem- 
ber 30,  1845,  an<l  is  a son  of  Isaac  Kelley, 
also  a native  of  the  Buckeye  state  and  a tailor 
by  trade,  and  Phebe  A.  (Livingston)  Kelley — 
Isaac,  after  his  marriage,  also  becoming  a 
farmer.  Isaac  Kelley  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent  and  his  wife  of  Pennsylvania-German 
extraction.  The  latter  was  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Kelley  when  she  was  married  to  Isaac, 
and  the  mother  of  three  children — Elizabeth, 
Mary  and  Martha;  by  her  marriage  with  Isaac 
Kelley  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
viz:  Larinda,  married  to  Andy  Cotterman; 

Rhoda,  wife  of  Jacob  Cotterman;  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Van  Wert  county;  H.  N.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Wes- 
ley Wade.  Isaac  Kelley  died  about  1848,  and 
Mrs.  Kelley  next  married  William  McManly;  to 
this  union  were  born  two  children — William, 
who  resides  at  Rimer,  Ohio,  and  George,  at 
Dashler.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  the  full  of  1875,  a life-long  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  our  subject  having  done  her 
fanning  and  with  filial  care  attended  to  her 
wants  in  her  latter  days. 

H.  N.  Kelley  was  reared  a farmer.  He 
was  but  three  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died  and  was  under  the  care  of  his  mother  un- 
til he  was  old  enough  to  do  something  for  him- 
self; but  when  that  period  was  reached  he  did 
much  toward  keeping  the  family  together  and 
in  aiding  his  mother  during  her  widowhood. 
After  her  marriage  with  Mr.  McManly  he  still 
continued  with  the  family  for  some  time,  but 
worked  out  by  the  month  until  about  1865, 
when  he  went  to  Warren  county,  where  he 
passed  five  years.  In  1870  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  and  leased  a farm  for  six  years, 
but  in  the  meantime  bought  a tract  of  sixty 
acres.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  married  Miss 


Anna  E.  Beard,  who  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  Ohio,  May  3,  1859,  a daughter  of  Jo- 
siah  and  Henrietta  (Corwin)  Beard,  the  former 
a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Ohio, 
and  in  the  latter  state  were  married.  A year 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Kelley  rented  his  father- 
in-law’s  farm,  and  since  then  has  bought  out 
the  heirs,  the  property  comprising  104  acres, 
of  which  fifty  acres  were  cleared.  Mr.  Kelley 
has  the  place  all  now  cleared  up,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  eight  acres;  has  it  ditched. and  tiled 
and  under  cultivation;  has  remodeled  the 
dwelling  and  made  many  other  important  im- 
provements. The  farm  is  delightfully  situated 
a mile  and  a half  from  Columbus  Grove,  and 
Mr.  Kelley  has  converted  it  into  a most  desir- 
able home.  Here  he  and  his  family  continue 
to  reside  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  of  the 
entire  neighborhood.  There  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  three  children,  of  whom 
one,  a son,  died  in  infancy;  Eva  was  born 
March  26,  1879,  and  Blanch  Marie,  February 
4,  1881,  and  both  are  living  at  home. 

Josiah  Beard,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kelley, 
when  a young  man,  was  in  the  railroad  busi- 
ness, but  afterward  bought  a farm  in  Pleasant 
Valley,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Kelley  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  a second  cousin  of 
Tom  Corwin,  the  celebrated  statesman.  Mr. 
Beard  came  to  Putnam  county  in  1856,  bought 
a small  farm,  with  a few  acres  cleared,  then 
lived  in  Columbus  Grove  until  his  farmhouse 
was  built,  and  here  he  resided  a few  years, 
when  he  sold  and  moved  to  Kenton;  a short 
time  afterward  he  came  to  Pleasant  township 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  Kelley  now 
lives;  in  1878  he  retired  to  Columbus  Grove 
and  there  died  in  1881,  an  honored  and  highly 
respected  citizen.  His  widow,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  is  a resident  of  Columbus  Grove, 
a devout  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Bea.nl  was  also  a mem- 
ber. By  a former  marriage  Mr.  Beard  was  the 
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father  of  one  son,  William,  a railroad  con- 
ductor and  a resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  by 
his  second  marriage  there  was  one  child  also 
born — Mrs.  Kelley.  Mr.  Kelley  is  a self-made 
man  and  is  a credit  to  the  community  in  which 
he  lives,  and  whose  respect  he  enjoys  to  the 
full.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  using  his 
own  sound  judgment  as  to  how  he  shall  exer- 
cise his  franchise. 


I).  MAC  K,  ;m  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous young  farmers  of  Liberty 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  state  and  was 
born  in  1’ airfield  conhty  April  5,  1851.  His 
parents,  Christian  and  Mary  (Stiger)  Mack, 
were  born  respectively  in  Fairfield  county  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1825,  and  in  Switzerland  in  January, 
1824.  The  parents  of  Christian  Mack  came 
from  Germany  at  a very  early  date  and  set- 
tled in  Fairfield  county,  where  the  father 
cleared  up  a farm  and  built  and  ran  a grist- 
mill until  called  away  by  death.  Christian 
Mack  learned  wagon-making,  which  trade  he 
followed  in  his  younger  days  anti  then  engaged 
in  farming  in  his  native  count)' until  the  fall  of 
1858,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
bought  a tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  was 
a small  improvement,  and  this  tract  he  soon 
remodeled  and  converted  into  an  excellent 
farm.  Being  possessed  of  considerable  means 
he  afterward  became  a large  land-owner. 
After  coming  here,  however,  lie  still  followed 
his  trade  to  some  extent  in  conjunction  with 
fanning,  but  in  a short  time  relinquished 
wagon-making  entirely.  Of  his  homestead  he 
cleared  and  placed  under  cultivation  150  acres 
and  otherwise  improved  to  the  utmost.  He 
was  a Lutheran  in  religion  and  very  active  in 
church  woik,  giving  especial  attention  to  Sun- 
duy-sehool  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a dem- 
ocrat, and,  although  lie  was  nevei  an  aspirant 


for  public  office,  was  greatly  interested  in  po- 
litical matters.  His  death  took  place  Febru- 
ary 16,  1 894 — an  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizen.  His  widow,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  is  still  a resident  on  the  homestead 
and  is  also  a devout  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  Of  the  family  of  twelve  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Mack,  eight  were 
reared  to  maturity  and  named  as  follows: 
Edward,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township;  H.  I)., 
our  subject;  George  C.,  a farmer;  Maggie,  wife 
of  George  Kratzer,  farmer;  \V.  F.  and  B.  F., 
both  on  parts  of  the  homestead;  Catherine, 
married  to  John  Kratzer,  farmer,  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  T.  F.  Hunnnon,  a hardware  clerk  at 
1 rnipsic. 

H.  I).  Mack,  the  subject  of  this  biograph- 
ical sketch,  was  eight  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  Liberty  township  by  his  parents.  Here  he 
was  trained  to  farming,  grew  to  manhood,  and 
remained  at  home  until  his  maniage,  in  1876, 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Miller,  a widow,  who  had 
borne  the  maiden  name  of  I'ordner.  She  lost 
her  parents  when  she  was  quite  young  and 
was  reared  to  womanhood  by  Daniel  Marshall 
and  wife,  whose  kindness  she  will  always  cher- 
ish and  whom  she  regards  with  a filial  affec- 
tion. She  was  born  in  Coshocton  county, 
Ohio,  April  3,  1855,  and  was  first  married  to 
Phillip  Miller,  by  whom  she  was  the  mother 
of  two  children,  viz:  William  C.,  now  farm- 

ing on  his  own  account,  and  E\  a R.,  the  wife 
of  Peter  Ballmer,  a carpenter.  It  should  here 
be  remarked  that  these  two  children  were 
reared  to  maturity  by  our  subject,  Mr.  Mack, 
who  spared  no  pains  to  bring  them  up  to  lives 
of  usefulness.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mack  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth ‘of  seven 
children,  viz:  Florence,  Mary,  Clyde,  Charlie, 
Clarence,  Myrtle  and  Melvin,  all  still  at  home. 

At  his  marriage  Mr.  Mack  settled  on  a 
tract  of  forty  acres  presented  to  him  by  his 
j father,  of  which  tract  fifteen  acres  had  been 
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cleared  and  improved  with  a cabin.  To  this 
farm  our  subject,  through  his  own  industry, 
has  added  eighty  acres,  and  has  cleared  over 
100  acres  -ditched  and  tiled  and  placed  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation;  he  has  built  a 
commodious  dwelling,  a good  barn  and  out- 
buildings for  all  farm  purposes,  has  a wind- 
mill and  orchard,  and  has  a neat,  tidy  and 
comfortable  home,  that  can  vie  with  any  other 
in  the  township.  In  politics  Mr.  Mack  is  a 
democrat,  has  served  as  township  treasurer 
two  vears,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  township  trustee;  he  is  also  a member  of 
the  board  of  education,  and  has  filled,  beside, 
several  minor  township  offices,  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  neighbors,  whom  he  has 
been  more  desirous  to  serve  than  to  reap  any 
personal  benefits  through  filling  public  posi- 
tions. In  religion  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
socially  they  stand  deservedly  high. 


QUIRE  HIRAM  MADDEN.— To 
the  early  pioneers  of  Ohio,  who  in- 
vaded the  unbroken  wilderness  in  the 
effort  to  plant  for  themselves,  their 
children  and  their  children’s  children,  a home 
on  the  rich  virgin  soil  of  this  region,  we  owe 
much,  for  it  is  due  to  the  impetus  which  they 
gave  in  those  early  days  that  Ohio  has  arisen 
to  her  present  proud  position  as  a great  and 
glorious  commonwealth.  In  this  connection 
the  name  of  Madden  is  widely  known  in  the 
counties  of  Perry  and  Putnam,  where  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  among  the  early  pio- 
neers. 

Our  subject  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  an  emigrant 
Irom  England  to  America.  His  grandfather, 
Dennis  Madden,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
was  a participant  in  the  war  of  1812.  1 1 is 

wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Butler,  and  to 


them  six  children  were  born:  Lewis,  John 

B.,  Mary,  Thomas  H.,  Josiah  and  Julia  A., 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Dennis  and  Mary 
Madden  lived  in  Virginia  until  1815.  when 
they  removed  to  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  en- 
tered 160  acres  of  land  of  the  government. 
Here  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
improving  their  farm  home.  The  death  of 
Dennis  Madden  occurred  in  1848  and  his 
widow  survived  him  ten  years. 

John  B.  Madden,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Fairfax  county,  Ya.,  December  21, 

1 800.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Hall, who  was  born 
in  Somerset  county  Pa.,  September  28.  1800. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Catherine 
(Haskelrode)  Hall,  who  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Perry  countv,  Ohio,  in  1803.  Our 
subject’s  falher  and  mother  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  named  in  order  of  birth  as 
follows:  Aaron  B.,  deceased;  Hiram,  our 

subject;  Amos,  deceased;  and  Catherine,  de- 
ceased, formerly  wife  of  Eh  Fickle.  They 
came  to  Putnam  county  in  1853,  and  settled 
upon  a portion  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  our 
subject,  obtaining  it  from  the  government.  At 
that  time  there  was  not  more  than  lift)'  acres 
of  land  cleared  in  the  township,  and  their 
tract  of  fifty  acres  was  entirely  unbroken.  The 
head  of  the  household  was  compelled  to  go  all 
over  the  township  in  order  to  secure  enough 
help  to  raise  their  first  log  cabin.  The  un- 
broken forests  abounded  in  all  varieties  of 
wild  game,  such  as  deer,  wolves,  bear,  etc., 
and  the  family  endured  all  of  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  life.  The  father  was  a Jacksonian 
democrat,  and  a man  of  influence  in  those 
early  times.  He  died  June  1 1,  1868,  and  the 
mother  on  September  11,  1883. 

Hiram  Madden  was  born  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  January  9,  1827,  and  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  at  the  same  time  obtaining  a good 
education  for  those  days.  He  came  1 com- 
pany with  his  father  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 


• 

■ 

. 

M . ' U 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


in  1853,  and  secured  the  land  from  govern- 
ment, and  owns  the  same  to  this  day.  He 
taught  the  first  school  in  Monroe  township, 
and  for  nearly  a dozen  years  was  a successful 
teacher,  being  considered  an  authority  in  those 
days  on  all  educational  matters.  In  the  agri- 
cultural line  he  had  the  same  experience  as  did 
his  father,  his  land  being  new,  and  a large 
amount  of  hard  labor  being  required  to  bring 
it  into  a proper  stage  of  cultivation.  As  an 
instance  of  the  w ild  character  of  the  section  at 
that  time  it  might  be  mentioned  that  our  sub- 
ject has  stood  upon  the  porch  of  his  house  and 
shot  deer  and  other  wild  game.  His  farm  is 
now  a hue  tract  of  land,  containing  160  acres, 
with  comfortable  buildings  and  good  equip- 
ments. Mr,  Madden  is  a strong  democrat  of 
the  old  Jacksonian  type,  and  in  an  early  dav 
was  elected  as  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Monroe  township,  an  office  which  he  has  tilled 
in  a satisfactory  manner  for  twenty-four  years. 
He  has  been  elected  to  various  other  offices, 
which  he  has  tilled  w ith  great  efficiency.  With 
the  exception  of  John  Grant,  lie  is  the  oldest 
pioneer  now  living  in  Monroe  towmship,  where 
the  famil)  name  is  familiar  and  honored. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  June 
20,  1850,  in  Perry  county,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Davis,  who  is  a native  of  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
born  October  28,  1827,  being  the  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Susanna  (Ftling)  Davis,  who  were 
early  settlers  of  Perry  county.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  being  in  order  of  birth 
as  follows:  Hugh  lb;  Sarah  ].,  wife  of  C. 

W.  Whitman;  Catherine  M.,  deceased;  and 
John  C.,  m attorney  oi  Antwerp,  Ohio. 


Ol  IN  MAIDLOW,  late  of  Blanchard 
township,  Putn,am  county,  Ohio,  was 
hot  11  m Fngland,  February  11,  1812, 
and  in  1820  was  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents,  who  located  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
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but  later  returned  to  England,  w'here  the 
mother  and  one  daughter  died;  the  father  then 
returned  to  Baltimore,  bringing  the  surviving 
members  of  his  family  with  him,  and  resuming 
his  trade  of  brick-laying.  To  his  first  marriage 
were  born  three  children— John,  Harry  and 
the  daughter  mentioned  above  as  having  died 
in  England.  ' To  a second  marriage,  consum- 
mated in  Baltimore,  were  born  Marv  Mrs. 
Dr.  Burdick,  of  Indiana),  Georgia  and  Charles. 

John  Maidlow,  the  subject,  was  reared  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  in  Knox  county 
found  employment  among  the  farmers.  I11 
1837  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  entered 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard  towmship,  in 
section  No.  17,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  erected  a cabin.  In  March,  1838,  he 
brought  his  family  (having  married  in  Knox 
county);  he  added  to  his  original  purchase  from 
time  to  time  until  he  became  the  owner  of  800 
acres  in  one  tract,  erected  a line  brick  resi- 
dence, and  became  the  most  extensive  culti- 
vator of  the  soil  in  the  locality,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  foremost  stock-breeders  in  the  county. 
He  was  a very  popular  citizen,  was  a whig  in 
his  earlier  days,  but  in  1856  became  a demo- 
crat and  served  two  terms  as  township  trustee. 
He  married  Lucinda,  daughter  of  William 
Dowde,  and  this  piolitic  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  twelve 
reached  the  years  ol  maturity,  viz:  James  A.; 

Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  N.  Conine;  Ann,  wife  of 
E.  Sandel;  Charles  E. ; William,  deceased; 
Rebecca  J.,  now  Mrs.  E.  Buckland;  Agnes, 
deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Wolford;  Alice,  wife 
of  Robert  Brooks;  Alfred  S.,  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Putnam,  of  Ottawa,  Ohio;  Lenna,  wife 
of  George  Huntzman,  and  Martha,  married  to 
II.  McDugall. 

James  A.  Maidlow,  the  eldest  of  the  chil- 
dren above  enumerated,  was  born  in  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  September  16,  1836,  and  was 
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but  an  infant  when  brought  to  Putnam  county 
by  his  parents.  He  was  reared  to  fanning,  as 
a matter  of  course,  and  was  educated  in  the 
old  log  school-house  of  his  earlier  day.  He 
assisted  in  the  work  on  the  old  place  until 
i860,  when  he  moved  upon  his  own  portion  of 
the  old  farm,  which  portion  then  comprised 
forty  acres — but  he  now  owns  and  cultivates 
429  acres,  and  has,  beside,  given  three  of  his 
children  forty  acres  each.  His  farm  is  well 
improved  with  all  necessary  buildings,  and 
well  stocked,  and  is  a model  in  neatness  and 
general  appearance,  giving  every  evidence  of 
being  cultivated  under  skillful  and  experienced 
management.  In  his  politics  Mr.  Maidlow  is 
a democrat,  and  as  such  has  served  as  town- 
ship trustee;  fraternally  he  is  a.  member  of 
Ottowa  lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Maidlow  was  united  in  the  bonds  of 
matrimony,  March  19,  i860,  to  Miss  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  John  Buckland,  and  this  union  lias 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Viola,  wife  of  John  Nemeyer;  Alva  R. ; Carrie, 
now  Mrs.  C.  R.  Sherwood;  Hulda,  married  to 
Jackson  Anderson;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Nathan 
Hickerson;  Alice,  wife  of  B.  F.  Conley;  Mary 
Iv.  and  Fannie  H.  Mr.  Maidlow  and  his  in- 
teresting family  constitute  an  important  ele- 
ment in  the  refined  social  circles  of  Blanchard 
township,  and  Mr.  Maidlow  is  recognized  on 
all  hands  as  being  a gentleman  of  unswerving 
honor  and  unbending  rectitude,  and  he  enjoys 
the  sincere  esteem  of  all  who  have  the  happi- 
ness of  knowing  him. 


PAYTON  II.  MARCY.— This  name  is 
one  familiar  to  everyone  who  resides 
in  Hartsburg,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Marcy  has  so  many  exten- 
sive business  interests  and  is  so  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  In  fact, 
the  founding  of  this  prosperous  village  is  due 


entirely  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Marcy  and  his  as- 
sociates, who  came  here  in  1884  and  estab- 
lished their  business. 

Roland  Marcy,  paternal  gradfather  of  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Berkshire  county,  Mass., 
where  the  whole  of  his  life,  was  passed.  Had- 
lock  Marcy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
born  in  Berkshire  county,  where  he  was  reared 
on  a farm,  securing  a good  common-school 
education.  He  was  a participant  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  a man  of  sterling  worth  of 
character.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Laura  Strickland,  also  a native  of  Berkshire 
county,  and  the  union  was  blessed  by  tire  birth 
of  four  children,  the  order  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Theresa,  Royal,  Adelia  and  Newton 

H.  In  their  early  married  lile  they  moved  to 
Crawford  county,  where  they  lived  on  a farm 
for  several  years,  and  then  removed  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  18  <5.  These  were  the  early 
pioneer  days,  when  the  land  was  in  its  native 
state,  and  the  log  cabins  of  settlers  few  and  iar 
between.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject 
purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  new  land  and 
developed  it  into  a good  farm.  They  were 
honest,  hard-working  people,  who  devoted 
their  time  to  the  making  of  a home  and  the 
care  of  their  family.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church  and  highly  re- 
spected people.  In  1856  they  sold  fla  ir  Lo- 
rain county  property  and  moved  to  St.  Croix 
county,  \Vis.,  where  the  father  afterward  died. 
The  mother’s  death  occurred  in  Iowa. 

Newton  H.  Marcy,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  June  18,  1837,  and  is 
of  Scotch  and  Irish  extraction.  He  lived  upon 
the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten 
years,  and  then  found  employment  in  factories 
and  mills  of  various  kinds.  Although  he  did 
not  attend  school  after  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  nevertheless  he  obtained  a good  ninon- 
school  education,  and  earl)  in  life  developed 
that  business  acumen  which  has  brought  him 
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success  in  his  numerous  enterprises.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  in  October,  1859,  to  Miss 
Ksthcr  Gott,  who  was  born  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  in  May,  1839.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Mary  (Pangbdrn)  Gott,  who  were 
very  early  settlers  of  Lorain  county,  Mr.  Gott 
being,  by  occupation,  a substantial  farmer  of 
that  section.  Soon  after  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject moved  to  St.  Croix  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  shingle  and  saw  -mill  business  for 
six  years,  doing  an  extensive  trade  throughout 
Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Ohio.  Mr.  Marcy 
has,  in  fm  t,  been  engaged  more  or  less  in  the 
lumbering  business  all  of  his  life  since  maturity, 
and  is  well  known  in  this  branch.  In  1884  he 
settled  in  Putnam  o unty,  Ohio,  founded  the 
town  of  Hartsburg,  and  has  ever  since  worked 
for  its  growth  and  advancement.  His  busines 
partner  was  Mr.  G.  A.  Whiting,  whose  inter-  j 
est  he  purchased  several  years  since.  From  a 
financial  standpoint  our  subject  has  been  very 
successful,  and  he  is  now'  the  owner  of  an  ex- 
tensive store  business,  which  supplies  every- 
thing demanded  by  a fanning  community.  In 
politics  he  is  a republican,  and  fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  Oakwood  lodge,  No.  737,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having 
passed  all  of  the  chairs.  He  is  a progressive 
citizen  of  Monroe  township,  and  is  highly 
esteemed.  Mrs.  Marcy  is  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  and  is  a lady  who 
possesses  a wide  circle  of  friends.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marcy,  four  children  have  been  born: 
Stella  I.,  wife  of  j.  W.  Whiting;  Willie,  de- 
ceased; Carrie,  wife  of  A.  S.  Henry,  and 
Lddie,  deceased. 


1CI1ALL  MARK.  - In  the  subject 
at  hand  we  have  a valuable  ex- 
ample of  the  efficiency  of  self-help, 
when  accompanied  by  untiring  in- 
dustry and  integrity.  The  gentleman  whose 


name  heads  this  sketch  is  largely  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune  and  almost  unaided  he  has 
carved  out  a name  and  reputation  to  which 
we  can  point  with  pride.  His  ancestors,  both 
paternal  and  maternal,  were  of  good  old  Ger- 
man stock,  and  the  sturdy  nature  and  charac- 
teristics of  this  race  have  been  transmitted  to 
our  subject,  as  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  suc- 
cess which  has  met  his  efforts  in  the  battle 
of  life. 

His  father,  George  Mark,  was  born  in 
Luxemburg,  Germany,  where,  in  his  early 
manhood,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Opelania  Poary,  daughter  of  Henry  Poary, 
the  latter  being  also  a native  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country,  and  for  a number 
of  years  lived  in  Forest,  Ohio,  where  he  met 
hi  death  in  a railroad  accident.  Not  many 
i years  after  the  marriage  of  George  and  Ope- 
lania, they  decided  that  America  possessed 
possibilities  for  advancement  which  could  not 
be  enjoyed  in  the  fatherland,  and  accordingly 
they  came  to  this  country.  Their  eldest  child, 
a daughter,  died  upon  the  ocean  voyage  and 
her  remains  found  a last  resting  place  in  the 
deep  sea.  The}'  located  at  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  shoemaking  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  finding  employment  as 
a butcher  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
They  were  identified  with  the  early  history  of 
Ohio  and  witnessed  the  development  of  that 
country  from  a wilderness  into  a prosperous 
and  thickly  populated  state.  They  lived,  at 
various  times,  at  Berwick,  Defiance,  and  other 
points  in  the  state.  Politically  Mr.  Mark 
was  a Jacksonian  democrat,  and  religiously 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  were  adherents  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  Their  children,  in  order  of  birth, 
were:  Frank,  Mar}  A.,  Nicholas  and  Michael. 

Michael  Mark,  the  subject  »f  this  sketch, 
was  born  at  Berwick,  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
March  4,  1855.  He  was  nine  years  of  age, 
i only,  when  his  mother  died  at  French  town, 
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Ohio,  and  from  that  time  he  practically  made 
his  way  unaided  in  the  world.  He  managed 
to  obtain  a common-school  education,  and  by 
untiring  energy  and  perseverance  attained  to 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  P'or  nine 
years  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
then  for  a number  of  years  he  found  occupa- 
tion in  different  branches  of  the  railroad  serv- 
ice. He  was  assistant  car  inspector  for  the 
Tuscarawas  Valley  railroad  company,  and  was 
afterward  a section  foreman  on  the  Chicago, 
Saint  Paul  N:  Minneapolis  railway,  being  lo- 
cated at  White  Birch,  Wis.  He  then  returned 
to  his  native  state  and  located  at  Kirby, 
Wyandot  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
stave  business  on  his  own  account,  and  at  the 
same  time  made  contracts  for  railroad  ties 
with  the  Pennsylvania  lines.  March  4,  1891, 
he  came  to  Continental,  Ohio,  where,  with 
the  exception  of  six  months  passed  as  clerk  in 
the  mercantile  business,  he  has  since  been  in 
the  emplo\  of  the  Buckeye  Stave  company. 
He  holds  the  responsible  position  of  foreman, 
is  paid  a.  good  salary,  and  has,  by  thrift  and 
economy,  become  the  possessor  of  a modern 
residence  property,  which  has  most  comfort- 
able surroundings  and  equipments.  He  was 
first  married  at  Forest,  Ohio,  April  2,  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Roose,  daughter  of  David  Roose, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Myrtle.  Mrs. 
Mark  died  April  6,  1879,  and  June  21,  1880, 
our  subject  was,  at  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Taylor, 
horn, March  2,  1856,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Chloe  Taylor. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  an  ardent  republi- 
can and  has  always  stood  by  the  principles  of 
that  party.  Although  never  seeking  political 
preferment,  he  has,  nevertheless,  several  times 
been  called  upon  to  fill  public  places  of  trust. 
At  Kirby,  Ohio,  he  was  a member  of  the  conn- 
ed of  the  city,  and  also  acted  as  marshal  of 
that  place.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the 


Good  Templdrs,  and  follows  out  the  teach- 
ings of  that  order  in  his  daily  life.  He  is  of 
an  unassuming  nature,  but  his  convictions  are 
firm  ones,  and  his  life’s  record  shows  lofty 
ideals  of  right  and  justice.  Mrs.  Mark  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  the  work 
of  which  she  ever  takes  a deep  interest. 


OI IN  LEWIS  MARTIN,  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  uf  Jackson  town- 
ship, was  born  in  West  Fahrlen,  Prus- 
sia, May  2 i , 1829.  He  is  tin  son  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Steinhurst)  Martin.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  Prussia 
in  1792,  where  he  received  an  education  such 
as  is  usually  given  to  German  youths.  He 
lived  on  a farm,  where  he  worked  hard  until 
called  to  serve  his  three  years  in  the  army. 
Later  on  he  fought  under  Bluchcr  during 
1812-14,  when  the  great  Napoleon  was  over- 
running all  of  Europe.  He  was  with  Blucher 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  when  Napoleon  was 
forced  to  give  up  the  struggle. 

In  1828  Henry  Martin  married  Elizabeth 
the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  Stein- 
hurst, who  died  September  14,  1892,  and  De- 
cember 23,  1 852,  respectively.  Elizabeth  Mar- 
tin was  born  in  the  province  of  Hanover  in 
1800,  and  there  she  was  educated.  Eight 
years  after  their  marriage,  in  November,  1836, 
the  young  couple  came  to  America  and  located 
on  forty  acres  of  uncleared  land,  which  the 
husband  had  entered  in  Greensburg  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio.  He  toiled  industriously 
until  he  had  a farm  cleared  and  a small  log 
cabin  with  a dirt  door,  in  which  they  lived  un- 
til their  deaths.  lie  died  in  September,  1844, 
a prominent  member  of  the  Catholic  church, 
of  which  his  wife  was  also  a member.  In 
politics  he  was  a dr  mocrat.  Four  hildren 
blessed  their  union,  named  as  follows:  John 

Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  memoir;  Theodore, 
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who  died  in  1872;  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Rhode,  a farmer  near  Delphos,  and  William, 
living  in  Missouri. 

John  Lewis  Martin,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  with  his  parents  from  Germany 
and  lived  with  them  on  the  farm  in  Putnam 
count}',  and  there  received  his  education. 
About  1849  he  went  to  work  for  Col.  Ewing, 
of  Gilboa,  and  remained  with  him  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  saved  considerable 
money,  with  which  he  purchased  a tract  of 
100  acres  of  land  in  Union  township.  On 
February  1 4,  1854,  he  married  Agnes  I 'e hit- 
man, who  was  born  in  Ghmdorf,  Putnam 
county,  August  14,  1836.  Her  parents,  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Bultinan)  Feldtman,  were  na 
tives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  in 
1834,  and  became  members  of  the  Glandorf 
Catholic  church.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
Martin  and  his  young  wife  moved  upon  the 
land  which  he  had  purchased  the  year  before. 
He  cleared  the  land,  which  he  continued  to 
cultivate  and  improve  until  1865,  when  he 
sold  it  for  $2,500,  and  purchased,  for  $4,500, 
the  182-acre  tract  on  which  he  now  lives. 
This  land  was  nearly  all  forest  then,  and  he 
again  set  to 'work  and  soon  had  it  cleared  and 
in  excellent  condition,  has  added  seventy  more 
acres  to  it,  and  in  1874  built  his  present  sub- 
stantial brick  dwelling  He  and  Ids  most  esti- 
mable wife  have  been  blessed  with  ten  chil- 
dren, named  John,  William,  Frank  and  Bar- 
ney, all  four  of  whom  arc  fanners  in  Jackson 
township;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Graft,  a 
fanner  in  the  same  township ; Annie,  deceased ; 
Annie,  the  wife  of  Fred  Allemeir,  a farmer  of 
this  township ; Lewis,  a farmer  also  living  in 
this  township;  Joseph,  farming  in  Jennings 
township,  and  Agnes,  who  still  lives  at  homi 

Mr.  M.  rtin  is  a thoroughly  self-made  man, 
and  has  gained  all  he  has  by  hard  work.  He 
lias  had  quite  a little  experience  in  catching 


criminals,  having,  unaided,  brought  to  justice 
several  horse  thieves  and  rescued  the  horses 
for  their  owners.  He  is  progressive  and  ener- 
getic, a prominent  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
honored  by  all.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat, 
and  has  been  township  treasurer  for  five  years, 
and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  school 
director.  He  and  his  entire  family  are  con- 
sistent and  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  live  well  up  to  its  teachings. 


HLBERT  C.  MATTHIAS,  M.  D.,  of 
Gilboa,  Blanchard  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  May  19,1844, 
in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Jacob 
•and  Mary  (Stambaugh)  Matthias.  His  pater- 
nal great-grandfather,  Daniel,  was  a native  of 
Cumberland  county.  Pa.,  and  was  a son  of 
Daniel,  who  came  from  Alsace-Lorraine,  Ger- 
many, prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  part.  He  was  married  in 
Germany,  but  his  son,  Daniel,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  Cumberland  count}',  Pa.  The  latter  was  a 
United  Brethren  preacher  and  came  to  Ohio 
in  1806,  settling  in  Nimishillin  township,  Stark 
county,  two  and  a half  miles  from  Louisville, 
Ohio.  He  passed  his  dayS  in  preaching  and 
farming,  dying  in  1867  and  leas  ing  the  follow- 
ing family:  Daniel,  Michael,  Catherine  (Mrs. 

John  (Libert),  Susannah  (Mrs.  Eshelman), 
Henry,  Samuel,  and  Jacob. 

Jacob  Matthias,  the  father  of  tire  doctor, 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  whither  the 
grandfather  of  the  doctor  had  removed  from 
Cumberland  county,  and  in  1806  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  father  to  Stark  counts  , where  Jacob 
svas  reared  to  manhood.  In  1 849  Jacob  moved 
from  Stark  county  to  Hancock  county,  and 
located  on  220  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard 
tosvnship,  where  he  remained  until  1 856,  svhen 
he  moved  to  llillshale,  Mich  sshere  he  died 
in  1880.  1 1 i s children  sverc  named  as  follosvs: 
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Jessie  L.,  who  died  in  Michigan;  Julia,  wife 
of  Rev.  B.  F.  Sholty,  of  Pioneer,  Ohio;  Susan, 
married  to  J.  H.  Hickerson;  Henry  IF,  of 
Montgomery,  Mich;  Lydia,  widow  of  George 
D.  Wickham;  Dr.  Albert  C.,  our  subject,  and 
Frank,  of  Nebraska. 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Matthias  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  then  engaged  in 
clerking  in  McComb,  in  the  same  county.  In 
1 80 1 he  enlisted  in  company  K,  Sixty-fifth 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  was  veteranized  Jan- 
uary i,  1864,  and  served  until  February,  1865. 
He  fought  at  Shiloh,  Perry ville,  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Rocky  Face  Ridge  (where  he  was  complimented 
for  bravery  by  Col.  More  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  recom- 
mended for  commission  by  Gen.C.G.  Harker), 
and  at  Resaca,  where  he  was  shot  in  the  right 
elbow,  and  was  confined  in  Cumberland  hos- 
pital, and  at  Nashville,  Tenm,  Jeffersonville, 
Inch,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  receiving  his  final 
discharge  in  February,  1865.  While  in  the 
Cleveland  hospital  he  attended  a course  of 
medical  lectures,  and  after  his  return  he  at- 
tended school  eight  months,  and  then  com- 
menced reading  medicine  with  Dr.  G.  A.  Dean, 
at  McComb,  was  fully  prepared  for  college, 
and  alter  a due  course  of  study  graduated  from 
the  Western  Reserve  college  (now  the  medical 
department  of  the  Adalbert  university)  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1869.  He  commenced  practice  in  Gil- 
boa,  Ohio,  and  has  been  in  constant  practice 
there  ever  since. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Matthias  was  solem- 
i/ed  April  12,  1866,  with  Miss  Eleanor  Harris, 
daughter  ol  Robert  Harris,  of  Leipsic,  Ohio. 

I he  lady,  however,  was  born  in  England. 
1 his  marriage  has  been  blessed  bv  the  birth 
ot  \lva  C.,  now  in  the  drug  business  at  Gilboa; 
Everett  IF,  in  the  same  trade  at  the  same 
place;  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  M.  A.  Darby- 


shire,  of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  and  Edward  S.,  attor- 
ney at  law,  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  Dr.  Matthias 
is  independent  in  politics,  but  has  filled  vari- 
ous public  offices,  including  those  of  mayor  of 
Gilboa,  member  of  the  council,  member  and 
president  of  the  school  board,  treasurer  and 
president  of  the  board  of  United  States  exam- 
ining surgeons,  etc.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lindsay  post,  No.  75,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Gilboa, 
and  was  post  commander  for  eight  years  of 
Ottawa  lodge,  F.  N A.  M.,  and  also  Ottawa 
chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Putnam  council,  R.  N S. 
M.,  and  Gilboa  lodge,  No.  459,  I.  O.  O.  F; 
also  of  the  Northwestern  Medical  society  of 
Ohio,  and  of  the  State  Medical  association, 
and  has  been  president  of  the  county  society. 
In  1884,  the  doctor  was  appointed  medical 
director  for  the  G.  A.  R.  of  Ohio,  and  from 
1890  to  1895  was  A.  D.  C.  on  the  staff  of  the 
national  commander.  He  was  a delegate  from 
Ohio  to  the  national  encampment  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  at  Boston,  in  1890,  and  was  the  delegate 
to  represent  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga  m the 
Chickamauga  battle  field  to  dedicate  the  na- 
tional park,  in  September,  1895. 


MERY  MATHILE  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  successful  farmers  of  Mon- 
roe township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  sunny  P'rance,  where 
his  ancestry,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  is  to 
be  traced.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel 
Mathile,  was  a machinist  by  trade,  and  also 
served  in  the  army  of  France,  under  Napoleon, 
during  the  French  revolution.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  Paul  Mathile,  was  also  born  in 
France,  and  was  apprenticed  to  the  family 
trade — that  of  machinist.  That  lie  possessed 
great  aptitude  in  this  direction  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  became  a master  mechanic 
and  overseer  of  many  men,  and  that  a;  one 
time  he  found  occupation  in  Germany  as  an 
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overseer  in  extensive  paper-mills  there.  His 
careeer  also  included  a military  experience  of 
live  years,  during  which  time  lie  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  French  army.  He  married 
Adell  Vincent,  who,  as  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Madeline  (Mateo)  Vincent,  was  born  in 
France,  April  26,  1805,  Daniel  Vincent  also 
having  been  a soldier  under  Napoleon.  Paul 
and  Adell  Mathile  lived  in  France  and  Ger- 
many until  1845,  when  they  emigrated  with 
their  children  to  America,  making  the  voyage 
in  a sailing  vessel,  which  was  thirty-one  days 
on  the  ocean.  They  first  located  in  New  York 
city,  but  six  months  later  removed  to  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  and  this  state  afterward  became 
their  permanent  home.  The  father  bought  a 
farm  of  thirty  acres,  upon  which  he  was  living 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1851,  and  there 
the  mother  continued  to  reside  until  our  sub- 
ject, Emery,  settled  upon  the  farm  at  present 
owned  by  him.  Then  the  beloved  mother 
made  her  home  with  her  son  until  her  death, 
January  6,  1887.  The  union  of  Paul  and 
Adell  Mathile  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Flora,  wife  of  Frank  Gastinger; 

Charles  L.  ; Emery,  our  subject,  and  Caroline, 
wife  of  Anthony  Sage,—  the  eldest  daughter, 
Mrs.  Gastinger,  being  now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Emery  Mathile, 
was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  September  28, 
1837,  and  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  emigrated  to  this  country.  His  earl)' 
life  was  passed  upon  the  home  farm,  where  he 
learned  agricultural  pursuits,  and  where  he 
improved  a portion  of  his  time  by  obtaining  a 
practical  common-school  education.  January 
b,  1881,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lydia  Moore,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Susan  (Miner)  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, Deo  nber  3,  1844.  Abraham  and  Susan 
Moore,  with  their  family,  came  from  Virginia 
in  184(8,  and  settled  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio. 
1 he)'  wen  among  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  this 


j section  of  Ohio,  and  were  counted  among  its 
substantial  citizens.  The  father  was  by  occu- 
pation a fanner  and  a blacksmith;  politically, 
a whig,  and  afterward  a republican;  while  in 
a religious  way  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  church.  The  mother 
died  in  1894,  while  the  father  is  living  out  the 
remainder  of  a well-spent  life.  Their  children 
were  Sarah  E. , wife  of  J.  W.  Robbins;  Ziza 
W.,  wife  of  E.  Washburn;  Lydia  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Elzena,  wife  of  James  Holmes; 
E.  Norton;  Newman;  Anson,  and  Alma,  wife 
of  Harvey  Orr.  The  marriage  of  Emery  and 
Lydia  Mathile  was  solemninzed  in  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1881, 
when  they  removed  to  their  present  farm  in 
Monroe  township,  Putnam  count)'.  It  consists 
of  forty  acres,  with  a modern  farm  residence 
and  other  buildings,  and  is  a most  comfortable 
home.  Their  children,  in  the  o’der  of  birth, 
are  Wilhurst,  Clayton,  Edna  (wife  of  Charles 
Younger),  Louis,  Edward  and  Mary,  the  last 
named  being  deceased. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  men  w'ho 
had  been  prompt  to  respond  to  the  call  of 
their  country  in  times  of  war.  It  was  natural, 
therefore,  that  Emery  Mathile  should  be  among 
the  first  to  enlist  for  service  at  the  breaking- 
out  of  our  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  company 
H,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and 
saw  three  years  of  active  service  in  the  north- 
ern army.  He  campaigned  through  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  Missouri,  and  was  a participant 
in  several  hard-fought  battles  and  innumerable 
skirmishes.  He  narrowly  escaped  capture  sev- 
eral times,  while  foraging,  but  was  finally 
taken  prisoner  at  Richmond,  Ky.,  being  after- 
ward paroled.  His  war  record  was  an  excel- 
lent one,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
August  14,  1865.  Whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  ef- 
forts, and  is  certainly  well  deserved,  for  he 
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has  led  a busy  life  and  one  worthy  of  emulation, 
not  only  by  the  rising  generation,  but,  indeed, 
by  many  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


E.  MATTHEWS  is  among  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Ottawa,  and  is  deserving 
of  conspicuous  mention  as  cashier  of 
the  banking  firm  of  A.  V.  Rice  & 
Co.  He  is  a representative  of  two  of  the  old- 
est pioneer  families  of  Putnam  county,  and  a 
son  of  J.  K and  Catherine  Matthews.  J.  K. 
Matthews  came  to  the  county  of  Putnam  a 
young  man.  in  1847  or  1 B4S , from  Hardin 
county,  Ohio,  but  was  a native  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  married,  in  Putnam  county, 
Catherine  Row,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Han- 
nah Row.  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  N.  E. 
Matthews,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Ottawa  April  14,  1852. 

Michael  and  Hannah  Row  were  among  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Putnam,  coming  as  early 
as  1832,  locating  on  a small  piece  of  ground 
on  the  present  site  of  Ottawa,  and  erecting  a 
cabin  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Main  Cross  streets;  this  was  probably  the  first 
building  in  Ottawa,  and  shortly  after  its  occu- 
pancy Mr.  Row  opened  his  doors  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  traveling  public.  About 
1859  he  erected  a frame  structure,  on  the  same 
corner,  which  was  afterward  known  as  the 
Ottawa  House,  but  as  long  as  the  original  pro- 
prietor lived  it  went  by  his  name — the  Row 
House.  Mr.  Row  continued  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness during  his  residence  in  Ottawa,  but  his 
first  neighbors  were  Indians,  who  lived  in  the 
village  within  a short  distance  of  the  present 
site  of  the  city. 

N.  1C.  Matthews  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  his  first  practical  busi- 
ness experience  was  as  clerk  in  a dry-goods 
house,  which  position  he  held  for  a period  of 
three  years.  With  the  exception  of  about  three 


years  spent  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews has  been  a resident  of  the  county  of 
Putnam,  Ohto.  In  [872  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  cashier  with  the  banking  firm  of  A.  V. 
Rice  & Co.,  and  has  since  developed  business 
ability  of  a high  order;  he  is  an  accomplished 
accountant  and  thoroughly  familiar  with  all 
the  details  of  the  financial  institution  with 
which  he  is  identified.  He  has  always  been 
untiring  in  his  efforts  to  advance  the  material 
interest  of  Ottawa,  was  one  of  the  promoters 
and  stockholders  of  the  Ottawa  Creamery 
company,  and  took  an  active  part  in  securing 
the  electric  light  plant  of  the  city ; he  is  one  of 
the  leading  republicans  of  Putnam  county,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  very  active  n con- 
tributing to  his  party's  success  in  a number  of 
campaigns.  He  is  chairman  of  the  county  cen- 
tral committee,  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
state  central  committee,  in  both  of  which  his 
counsel  and  good  judgment  have  been  duly 
appreciated.  He  has  frequently  been  solicited 
by  his  friends  to  accept  official  position,  but 
has  always  declined  such  honors,  his  business 
interests  being  such  that  he  could  not  leave 
them.  Mr.  Matthews  was  married  December 
20,  1877,  to  Miss  Grace  Pugh,  daughter  of 
Day  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Pugh,  which  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children— 
Kate  and  one  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 
Mr.  Matthews  is  a Mason  of  high  standing,  be- 
longing to  Ottawa  lodge,  Ottawa  chapter  and 
Shawnee  commandery.  In  religion  he  and  his 
wife  are  Presbyterians. 

The  banking  firm  of  A.  V.  Rice  & Co.  was 
organized  and  began  business  in  1867,  with  a 
cash  capital  of  $25,000,  the  following  gentle- 
men being  the  first  stockholders:  C.  H.  Rice, 

A.  V.  Rice,  S.  B.  Rice  and  J.  M.  C.  Marble, 
the  last  named  of  whom  withdrew  in  1872, 
and,  as  stated  in  a preceding  paragraph,  N.  E. 
Matthews  became  cashier  the  same  year.  The 
bank  continued  business  under  the  firm  name 
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of  C.  H.  Rice  & Co.  until  18S1,  at  which  time 
it  was  changed  to  A.  V.  Rice  & Co.,  as  it  now 
stands.  The  firm  at  this  time  is  composed  as 
follows:  A.  V.  Rice,  N.  E.  Matthews,  and 

the  estate  of  S.  H.  Rice;  A.  V.  Rice  is  presi- 
dent, N.  E.  Matthews  cashier,  and  C H.  Rice 
assistant  cashier. 


AMUEL  MELVIN  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  hut  was  born 
in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  July  1 i,  [814. 
a son  of  \\  illiam  and  Mary  (Stephens)  Melvin. 
His  father,  William  Melvin,  was  born  on  the 
ocean  in  1799,  of  Irish  parentage,  and  four 
weeks,  after  his  birth  his  mother  was  taken  to 
her  final  rest.  The  father  and  his  orphaned 
babe  found  a landing  in  Philadelphia,  where, 
eleven  years  later,  the  father  died,  and  Will- 
iam, at  this  tender  age,  was  left  among 
strangers  to  battle  life  alone  and  unaided. 
His  earliest  recollections  of  his  active  life  were 
those  that  pertained  to  his  having  been  taken 
to  Chester  county,  Pa.,  by  a man  named 
Hoops,  who  reared  him  to  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  and  also  gave  him  a good  common- 
school  education.  Eventually,  however,  he 
became  a most  excellent  farmer.  In  i 823  he 
married  Mary  A.  Stevens,  who  was  born  in 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  in  1799,  of  English  de- 
scent. To  this  marriage  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Samuel,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Jeffreys,  a wholesale  liquor  dealer  of 
Philadelphia;  Chalkley,  who  was  killed  in  a 
railroad  accident  in  1867,  he  being  a machinist; 
William,  who  disappeared  from  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
iu  1857;  Taylor,  who  died  in  youth;  Mary  A., 
deceased  wife  of  Sprangle  Adair,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Pascal,  machinery  and  engine  dealer 
of  Philadelphia.  The  death  of  the  mother  of 
this  fainilv  occurred  in  the  (Junker  City  in 
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1861,  beloved  and  venerated  by  her  mourning 
family. 

After  his  marriage  William  Melvin  lived  on 
a rented  farm  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  until 
1 846,  when  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  lived  in  tranquility  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war,  when,  most  extraordinary  to 
relate,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  sixty-four 
years,  he  volunteered  in  defense  of  the  dag  of 
the  only  country  he  ever  knew.  This  remark- 
able event  took  place  in  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  company  with  his  three  sons,  endured 
two  years  of  the  hardships  of  a soldier’s  life  in 
the  terrihe  and  bloody  campaign  in  Virginia, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  return- 
ing safely  and  honorably  to  his  home  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  meet,  in  1867,  a tragic  end  through 
an  accident  on  a railroad  locomotive. 

Samuel  Melvin,  our  subject,  was  brought 
up  to  agriculture  on  his  father’s  [dace  in  Ches- 
ter county,  Pa.,  and  received  a good  common- 
school  education,  which  he  later  greatly  en- 
hanced by  home  study.  He  also  learned  the 
stone-mason’s  trade,  and  subsequently  became 
a skillful  railroad  engineer.  December  4,  1847, 
he  married  Miss  Ann  A.  Harper,  a native  of 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  born  in  February,  1825, 
and  a daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret 
(Rigg)  Harper.  Alexander  Harper  was  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  came  to  America  when  a young 
man,  was  a hatter  by  trade,  and  here  married 
Margaret  Rigg,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
English  parentage,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  To  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  have  been  born  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Margaret,  wife  of  Frederick  Price,  of 

Kalida;  Alexander,  farmer  ot  Texas;  Taylor, 
deceased;  Etta,  of  Ottawa;  P'lorence,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Whities,  of  Washington  state; 
William,  deceased;  Oeorge,  a farmer  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Eugene,  .in  ungimer  of  Finderne, 
New  |ersey. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Muhin  relinquished 
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railroading'  and  followed  stationary  engineer- 
ing in  Philadelphia  until  1851,  when  he  came 
to  Ohio,  and  for  nearly  four  years  engaged  in 
farming  in  Franklin  county,  near  Columbus. 
He  then  came  to  Putnam  county  and  pur- 
chased, in  Jackson  township,  forty  acres  of 
farm  land,  re-engaging  in  farming.  For  twelve 
years,  also,  he  was  mail  contractor  on  several 
routes,  and  was  also  engaged  in  saw-milling 
four  years.  Soon  after  moving  to  Putnam 
county  he  purchased  his  present  home  in  Ka- 
lida,  having  now  been  a resident  of  the  place 
for  over  thirty-nine  years.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  which  lie  has  never 
failed  to  aid  liberally,  and  in  politics  is  a dem- 
ocrat, having  served  as  mayor,  city  clerk  and 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  education  for 
over  thirty  years,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  an  equally  long  time,  beside  filling  several 
minor  offices.  Although  he  has  passed  his 
three  score  and  ten  vears,  he  is  still  strong  and 
active,  retains  the  confidence  of  the  citizens, 
and  looks  back  on  a well  spent  and  useful  life. 


OHN  BERNARD  MERSMAN,  one  of 
the  most  enterprising,  business  men  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Glan- 
dorf,  this  county,  July  24,  1851.  His 
father,  Bernard  Mersman,  came  from  West- 
phalia, Germany,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Glandorf  in  1843.  He  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  and  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Glandorf  woolen  mills,  with  which 
he  was  connected  one  year.  He  married  Julia 
Bockhold,  and  to  the  union  were  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  following  lived  to  ma- 
turity: John  B.,  Joseph,  Frank,  Kate,  and 
Henr)'.  His  death  took  place  June  10,  1S61, 
at  the  age  ol  about  forty-eight  years,  and  his 
loss  was  keenly  felt  by  the  community.  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  church,  was  a 


democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a successful  bus- 
iness man. 

John  B.  Mersman  received  a good  common- 
school  education  in  both  English  and  German, 
and  for  two  or  three  years  taught  school  and 
traded  through  the  county.  In  1871  he  went 
to  Eort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  for  three  years,  then  went  to  Ken- 
dallville,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  the  same- 
business  for  twelve  years,  and  in  '889  re- 
turned to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  continued  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  in  1892  bought  the 
Beckman  House  at  Ottoville,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold;  he  then  built  a tasteful  residence, 
and  in  1894  became  the  propriety  of  the 
Mersman  House,  now  so  popular  with  the 
traveling  public.  His  saw-mill  is  o:e  of  the 
largest  in  Putnam  county  and  employs  twent 
men  as  a rule,  and  has  occasion;:  iv  given 
employment  to  as  many  as  too  men  at  a time. 

Mr.  Mersman  is  a natural  geniu-  as  well 
as  a mechanic  and  machinist,  having  haci 
years  of  experience  in  all  branches  During 
his  earlier  life  his  inventive  mind  developvi 
some  very  valuable  patents  and  in  wood-work- 
ing machinery,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful  of  workmen.  Mr.  Mersman  is 
one  of  the  up-to-date  men  in  his  trade  and 
calling,  his  eye  ever  being  alert  to  catch  that 
which  will  be  useful  and  beneficial  in  his  line, 
and,  although  not  one  that  would  be  called  an 
adventuresome  man  in  business  affairs,  is  at 
all  times  ready  to  adopt  a new  piece  of  ma- 
chinery or  method  that  would  aid  him  in  a 
business  way.  He  is  a man  of  farsightedness 
from  a business  standpoint,  and,  although 
meeting  with  some  inverses  during  his  business 
career,  yet  upon  the  whole  it  can  be  said  that 
he  has  been  one  of  the  successful  men. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mersman  took  place 
February  28,  1871,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 

with  Miss  Mary  Maag,  who  was  born  April  15, 
1847,  at  Glandorf,  a daughter  of  Theodore 
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and  Katie  (Purs)  Maag.  The  father  was  one 
of  the  original  Glandorf  pioneers,  and  cleared 
up  a large  tract,  of  which  he  left  to  nearly 
every  one  of  his  ten  children  eighty  acres  each, 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mersman  have 
been  born  three  children,  viz:  Edward, 

Walter,  and  Albert.  in  politics  Mr.  Mersman 
is  a democrat  and  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  town  council  of  Ottoville;  he  is  a member 
of  the  board  of  education  and  is  serving  on  the 
budding  committee  of  the  new  school-house 
now  being  erected.  Mr.  Mersman  also  has  an 
interest  in  the  development  of  oil  production, 
and  is  an  all-around  business  man,  always 
ready  to  seize  upon  advanced  business  ideas. 
He  is  respected  for  his  integrity  and  enterprise, 
and  his  genial  and  pleasant  disposition  well  j 
lits  him  for  the  proprietorship  of  the  Mersman  i 
House.  Mr  Mersman  takes  a deep  interest 

1 

in  matters  educational,  and  is  ever  ready  to  I 
assist  and  encourage  educational  work.  He  is 
also  known  as  one  of  the  progressive  men,  lib- 
eral and  benevolent  in  all  works  of  charity 
and  public  enterprises,  assisting  both  with  his 
time  and  his  means,  and  is  a man  well  re- 
spected wherever  known. 


FORGE  MJEHLS,  a well-to-do  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
m Pittsburg,  Pa.,  November  i i,  1848, 
and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Hegner) 
Miehls.  The  father  was  a native  of  Bavaria, 
•Germany,  and  was  born  October  24,  1818,  and 
was  a weaver  by  occupation.  In  1844  11L> 
came  to  America  and  located  at  Pittsburg, 
where  he  was  a collier  for  fourteen  years.  On 
February  14,  1847,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Man  V Hegner,  a native  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  and  born  February  27,  1823,  com- 
ing to  Ameiica  when  she  was  lour  years  of  i 


age.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George  Herman 
and  Regina  Hegner,  and  became  mother  of 
a family  of  eleven  children:  George,  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch;  Joseph  and  Catherine, 
twins,  the  former  a farmer  of  Jennings  town- 
ship, and  Catherine  the  wife  of  Clements 
Fund,  of  Ottawa;  Mary,  wife  of  I.  N.  Kahle, 
of  Ottawa,  whose  sketch  may  elsewhere  be 
found;  Barbara,  wife  of  William  Kohlhoff,  a 
cabinet  maker  of  Glandorf;  Regina,  in  a con- 
vent at  New  Riegle,  Seneca  county;  Clara, 
wife  of  William  H.  Rower,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, whose  sketch  may  also  be  found  in  this 
volume;  Benjamin  A.,  a stock  buyer  of  Otto- 
ville; Frank,  a liveryman  of  Ottoville;  Ther- 
ess,  wife  of  Elvin  Rower,  and  John  Albert,  a 
commercial  man  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  After  his 
marriage  the  father  of  our  subiect  live  1 in 
Pittsburg  until  1858,  then  movd  to  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  and  followed  farming  until  1866, 
in  the  fall  of  w hich  year  he  came  to  Greens- 
burg  township,  Putnam  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  of  100  acres,  only  twenty 
of  which  were  cleared;  this  he  sold  in  1872 
i and  bought  the  farm  where  George  Miehls  now 
; resides.  This  land  was  but  little  improved, 

| only  a small  clearing  having  been  made.  Here 
! he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Octo- 
* her  3,  1876.  In  summing  up  lrs  life  it  may  be 
j said:  He  had  served  six  years  in  the  German 
army;  he  was  a faithful  Catholic  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ottoville  church;  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics, he  had  been  township  trustee  and  died  an 
honored  man.  The  wdfe  and  mother  still  lives 
j in  Ottoville,  and  in  April,  1893,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  P.  Wannemacher,  an  ex-sheriff  of 
Putnam  county — a sketch  of  whose  lite  may  be 
found  in  this  book  and  read  with  interest. 

I George  Miehls,  of  whom  the  remainder  of 
j this  sketch  will’  in  the  main  concern,  was  edu- 
cated in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  after  ten 
years  of  age  lived  on  a farm.  At  nineteen 
years  of  age  lie  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
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which  he  followed  for  nine  years,  spending  one 
summer  in  Indiana  and  one  in  Tennessee.  His 
marriage  to  Margaret  Keifer  occurred  May  31, 
1881  ; she  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Keifer,  of 
whom  a sketch  lias  been  prepared  for  this  vol- 
ume. Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miehls:  Valentine,  born  May  18,  18.82; 

Gertie  and  Bertha,  born  September  5,  1884; 
Prances,  born  July  8,  1886;  Edward,  born 

June  12,  1888;  Adeline,  born  August  17,  1892, 
and  George  Herbert,  born  August  25,  1895. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Iowa,  June  9,  1857. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miehls  lived 
at  Dougins  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Miehls  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  and  was  rail- 
wav  agent  for  nine  years.  From  Douglas  they 
moved  to  Montana  and  after  four  years’  resi- 
dence came,  in  1894,  to  the  place  where  they 
now  live.  In  religion  Mr.  Miehls  is  a Catho- 
lic and  a communicant  of  the  Ottoville  church; 
politically  a democrat.  He  received  the  elec- 
tion of  township  treasurer  but  did  not  serve, 
having  no  special  desire  for  public  office  or 
honors.  He  is  a splendid  citizen  wide-awake, 
up-and-doing  and  progressive. 

Peter  Keifer,  the  father  of  Mrs.  George 
Miehls,  was  born  January  12,  1824,  in  Luxem- 
burg, Germany,  where  his  father  lived  until 
1851,  when  he  came  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
and  in  1859  to  Putnam  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1892.  T he  mother  died  in  1893, 
seven  months  after  the  decease  of  her  husband. 
Peter  Keifer  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ger- 
many, living  upon  a farm,  and  in  1849  came 
to  the  United  States,  living  in  New  York  for 
two  years,  but  coming  to  Ohio  w th  his  par- 
ents in  1851.  April  20,  1 854,  he  was  married  to 
Susan  Wagner,  and  in  this  union  eleven  chil- 
dren were  horn.  Mrs.  Keifer  was  born  in 
Luxemburg,  January  14,  1835,  coming  to 

America  with  her  parents  in  184b,  they  first 
settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  V.,  where  tin  v remained 
live  years,  and  in  1 8 q 1 came  to  Seneca  count)', 


Ohio,  and  later  to  Putnam.  The  mother  died 
in  1879  and  the  father  in  1881,  both  members 
of  the  Catholic  church.  After  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peter  Keifer  made  a number  of 
moves,  but  finally  located  on  their  present 
place  in  Putnam  county,  where  they  have  since 
lived  surrounded  by  their  children  and  many 
friends  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
of  their  thrift  and  industry. 


T.  MARY'S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 
-To  Father  Mueller  may  be  Oven  the 
credit  of  furnishing  the  follow  mg  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  Catholic 
congregation  of  Ottoville,  Putnam  • .unity, 
Ohio:  l he  Miami  A Erie  canal  was  built 

through  north w'estern  Ohio  during  th  years 
1843-45.  When  this  canal  was  built  through 
the  section  of  the  country  w here  Ott-  ville  is 
now  situated,  there  was  nothing  but  a wilder- 
ness between  that  and  Fake  Erie.  When  the 
the  canal  was  completed,  some  of  the  labor- 
ers, for  some  reason  or  other,  remained  here 
as  settlers  and  even  induced  some  of  their  rel- 
atives in  Cincinnati  and  other  place-  espec- 
ially Seneca  county,  Ohio,  to  join  them. 

In  the  year  1846  Father  Otto  Bredeik,  the 
pioneer  priest  of  Delphos,  after  whom  Otto- 
ville was  named,  paid  the  new  settlers  a visit 
and  found  in  all  ten  Catholic  families.  He 
gathered  the  small  Hock  and  held  divine  serv- 
ices for  them,  once  a month,  in  the  private 
dwelling  of  Joseph  C.  Fournier,  until  1858 
During  Father  Bredeik’s  administration  lie 
purchased  the  land  upon  which  the  village  of 
Ottoville  now  stand  .,  which  land  he  donated 
to  the  congregation  to  be  laid  out  in  lots — the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lots  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  budding  a church.  In  1858 
Father  Bredeik  died,  and  Father  \\  sterholt 
succeeded  him  and  continued  the  monthly  \ isim 
until  i860.  During  his  administration  a frame 


t : 


• - 


ST.  MARY'S  IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  CHURCH 


r rov  I LI  i , onto. 


S<‘if  >,>“■  te-\ 

; ^ rV,v^^V'V'v?  - v:»rv  v v-  < 

^WswJt-V '.?:£  •'-.*'  7 '^D?-  ">!^'}\ 


i 


ttl«3S 


//v>  ?/, 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


369 


church,  40x80,  was  built  at  a cost  of  $3,000. 
Mr.  Fred  Heitz,  of  Uelphos,  was  the  contractor. 
From  1861  to  1864  Father  Goebels,  of  Fort 
Jennings,  administered  to  the  spiritual  wants 
of  the  new  congregation  twice  a month.  The 
first  resident  priest  was  Father  Abel,  who  came 
here  in  1865  and  remained  until  1866.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Father  I).  H.  Best,  who  had 
charge  of  the  congregation  until  1867.  Father 
M.  Mueller,  the  present  pastor,  took  charge  on 
March  15,  1868.  An  excellent  view  of  this 
noble  structure  will  be  found  on  an  adjacent 
page  preceding. 


EV.  MICHAEL  MUELLER,  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  of  northwestern  Ohio  and  the 
founder  of  the  new  church  of  Saint 
Mary’s  at  Ottoville,  Putnam  county,  was  born 
January  21,  1833,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Frey; 
Mueller.  He  received  an  excellent  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  country,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  thought  it  prudent  to 
come  to  America.  July  5,  1852,  he  arrived  in 
New  York  city.  Coming  to  Ohio,  he  first 
taught  school  in  Huron,  Washington  and  Craw- 
ford counties,  for  four  years,  and  then  attended 
Saint  Mary's  seminar)-  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  next  the  Assumption  college  at  Windsor, 
Canada,  studied  philosophy  at  Saint  Benedict's 
and  elsewhere,  and  then  studied  theology  at 
Saint  Marv’s  seminar)  at  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
was  ordained  June  25,  1865,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  congregation  at  Rockport,  Ohio,  and 
ministered  to  that  charge  two  and  one-half 
years,  and  then  came,  March  15,  1868,  to 
Ottoville,  and  assumed  charge  of  Saint  Mary's 
congregation,  which  he  lias  since ‘filled  to  the 
unboundi  d satisfaction  of  Ins  flock.  He  found 
the  church  building  a small  frame  affair,  the 

country  with  no  roads,  and  the  hamlet  sur- 
•20 


1 rounded  with  forest  trees  of  primeval  growth, 
j to  drain  which  no  attempt  had  ever  been  made, 

! and  in  the  rainy  season  the  mud  was  simply 
terrible.  The  pastors  had  previously  endured 
great  hardship  and  had  a hard  struggle,  and 
Father  Mueller  at  once  turned  his  energies  in 
the  direction  of  a remedy  for  these  unpleasant 
conditions.  -By  persistent  effort  he  at  last 
succeeded  in  securing  sufficient  funds  by  con- 
tribution to  justify  the  laying  the  corner-stone 
for  the  present  large  and  elegant  structure,  and 
June  22,  1885,  that  important  event  took  place, 
and  the  completed  edifice  was  dedicated  for 
divine  services  September  23,  1888.  The  cost 
had  reached  something  over  $30,000,  and  when 
the  briefness  of  the  period  in  which  the  funds 
were  raised  is  taken  into  consideration,  what 
praise  can  be  measured  out  to  the  pastor  for 
the  pluck,  energy  and  indefatigable  industry 
with  which  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  so 
herculean  a task?  Nor  should  praise  be  with- 
held from  the  devoted  congregation,  who  con- 
tributed so  freely  of  their  means  and  labor  in 
forwarding  this  worthy  undertaking,  and  many 
names  among  the  more  liberal  contributors 
to  the  commendable  enterprise  will  be  found 
scattered  throughout  these  pages.  Too  much 
credit,  indeed,  cannot  be  given  the  pious  pas- 
tor for  his  zeal  in  raising  this  noble  structure 
in  honor  of  his  God  and  his  faith,  nor  to  the 
pardonable  pride  of  his  flock  for  their  early  aid 
in  the  erecting  of  a structure  meet  for  the  as- 
sembling of  so  devoted  a congregation.  But  a 
weak  description  of  this  architectural  pride  of 
Ottoville  can  here  be  given.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  building  is  of  brick,  with  stone  base- 
ment and  trimmings,  175  feet  long  and  seven- 
ty-eight feet  wide,  and  has  two  towers,  each 
180  feet  high,  and  is  so  situated  as  to  form  a 
prominet  and  effective  object  to  the  view  of  an 
observer  at  a distance.  1 Ik  auditorium  is 
decorated  in  a most  tasteful  manner  and  ,rtis- 
tically  finished  in  every  detail.  I his  beautiful 
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structure  is  the  result  of  Father  Mueller’s  fruit- 
ful conception,  and  will  stand  for  ayes  as  a 
monument  to  his  venerated  name.  The  con- 
gregation comprises  250  families,  and  the 
communicants  number  1,000 — a small  num- 
ber, indeed,  to  have  achieved  so  grand  a task 
as  that  of  having  erected  this  noble  house  of 
worship;  yet  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  vil- 
lage of  Ottoville  and  the  vicinity  are  almost 
entirely  composed  of  the  devotees  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  and  none  others  take  more  interest 
in  church  affairs,  while  they  pursue,  at  the 
same  time,  those  industries  which  lead  to  the 
temporal  welfare  of  the  country  in  which  they 
have  their  home.  Of  the  reverend  priests  of 
this  faith  within  the  county  of  Putnam  none 
stand  higher  in  the  record  of  its  progress  than 
Father  Mueller,  of  Ottoville,  and  Father 
Hoeffel,  of  Delphos,  for  energy  and  devotion 
to  duty,  the  civilization  of  a frontier  commun- 
ity and  the  beatification  of  themselves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  in  which  they  dwell. 


OHX  HENRY  MILLER,  a deceased 
farmer  of  Blanchard  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  near  Stuttgart,  about 
the  year  1795,  and  was  reared  a gardener. 
Upon  coming  to  the  United  States  he  located 
in  Bloomsbury,  Pa.,  and  in  1856  came  to  Ohio 
and  entered  160  acres  of  land  in  section  19, 
Blanchard  township,  Putnam  county.  He  had 
married  Mrs.  Sophia  Cook,  nee  Egler.  a native 
of  Bloomsbury,  Pa.,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  bv  the  birth  of  one  child  — Joseph  PI., 
who  was  born  on  this  farm  March  i 1,  1838. 
John  II.  Miller  died  lien  in  1850,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Poplar  Ridge  cemetery; 
lb'  widow  was  called  from  earth  in  i8f>6,  and 
In  r remains  were  buried  in  the  Hmmm  n grave- 
yard. |oseph  II  Millet  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  on  which  he  was  born,  and  assisted 


in  clearing  up  as  he  acquired  strength,  and  in 
bringing  to  its  present  state  of  cultivation.  He 
was  educated  in  the  log  school-house  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  acquired  a fair  knowledge 
of  books.  After  he  had  succeeded  to  the  own- 
ership of  the  homestead  he  built  the  present 
brick  residence  and  added  to  the  farm  until  he 
now  -owns  204  acres,  all  of  which  is  finely 
improved. 

Mr.  Miller  was  joined  in  matrimonv,  in 
1861,  with  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Jane  and 
Elizabeth  Clark,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  reached  ma- 
turity, as  follow's:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  George 

E.  Brush;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alva  Maidiow; 
John  W. ; Margery,  wife  of  William  Harris; 
Lucy  E.,  wife  of  EYed  Heffellmyer ; Jame  E. ; 
Clara  E.,  wife  of  Clayton  Huinmon,  and  Jo- 
seph L.  The  mother  of  these  children  dGd  111 
1890,  and  her  loss  was  a great  blow  to  her 
husband  and  surviving  children.  In  poetics 
Mr.  Miller  is  a democrat,  and  in  1887  was 
elected  infirmary  director,  in  which  capai  ity 
lie  served  six  years;  he  also  served  as  township 
trustee  two  terms,  and  was  several  years  on 
the  school  board.  He  has  long  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  the  faith  of 
which  his  lamented  wife  was  called  to  rest. 
He  has  always  been  a prominent  man  in  his 
township,  noted  for  his  industry  and  urbanity, 
and  he  is  now  living  in  retirement  on  a well- 
earned  competency. 


ENRY  MILLER,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  thriving  farmers  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county, Ohio, 
is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  Ra- 
der) Miller,  and  was  born  in  Auglaize  county, 
Ohio,  March  15,  1840.  Joseph  Miller,  the 
father,  wa.-.  born  in  Maryland  in  \ugust,  1784, 
and  was  a son  ot  Veil  e a Miller,  a natw  * of 
Germany,  who  served  three  years  in  the  urm\ 
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of  his  native  country  and  at  an  early  date  set-  | 
tied  in  Maryland,  where  he  passed  the  re-  j 
inainder  of  his  days.  Joseph  Miller  was  a I 
farmer  and  a carpenter  and  about  1836  mar-  j 
ried  Barbara  Rader,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  I 
October  7.  1805,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty  | 

years  came  to  Ohio  with  her  father,  who  set-  j 
tied  in  Allen  county.  To  the  marriage  of 
Joseph  and  Barbara  were  born  four  children,  j 
viz:  Mary,  born  August  20,  1838;  Henry,  our  1 

subject;  Louisa,  born  April  3,  1842,  and  Bar-  j 
bara,  November  8,  1846.  The  father  of  .this  ! 
family  died  about  1846:  the  mother  remarried  , 
in  1848  and  survived  until  about  1883,  when 
she  expired  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  j 

Henry  Miller,  our  subject,  was  kept  in  j 
school,  in  Auglaize  county,  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  working  out  for  weekly  j 
or  monthly'  wages  until  his  enlistment,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  company  H,  Thirty-second  Ohio  I 
volunteer  infantry,  serving  with  his  regi-  J 
ment  at  the  battles  of  Champion's  Hill  and  I 
Harper’s  Ferry.  At  the  latter  tight  he  was 
wounded  in  the  head,  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  in  hospital  two  weeks,  and  after  being 
exchanged  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  in  | 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  in  the  march  to  the  sea  j 
with  Sherman,  and  thence  on  to  Washington,  j 
D.  C.,  where  he  participated  in  the  grand  re-  1 
view.  He  was,  in  fact,  in  all  the  numerous  j 
engagements  in  which  his  regiment  took  part, 
was  mustered'Out  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  20,  j 
1865. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Miller  took  place  I 
February  24,  1867,  with  Miss  Ruth  A.  Watt, 
laughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Beckham) 
Watt.  Mrs  Miller  was  born  in  Auglaize 
■minty  March  17,  1845,  where  she  resided  un- 
:il  her  marriage.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
Urbana,  < )hio,  born  about  1815.  He  was 
•eared  on  a farm  and  in  youth  came  to  Aug- 
ai/e  county,  where  he  married  Frances  Beck-  ! 


ham  in  1841  and  became  the  father  of  two 
children— William  H.,  deceased,  and  Ruth  A. 
(Mrs.  Miller).  Mrs.  Frances  Watt  died  in 
1847,  a°d  Mr.  Watt  next  married  Jane  Fischer, 
and  of  the  two  children  born  to  this  union, 
one  is  living — Sarah,  wife  of  Willis  Brackney, 
a farmer  of  Auglaize  county.  Mrs.  Jane  Watt 
was  also  called  away  by  death,  and  for  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Watt  married  Susan  Clevenger, 
who  bore  him  three  children:  James,  of  Au- 

glaize county;  Allie,  wife  of  Jackson  Black, 
and  Margaret,  wife  of  Frank  Carter,  both, 
also  of  Auglaize  county.  Mrs.  Susan  Watt 
dying,  Mr  Watt  married  Annis  Clevenger,  who 
bore  him  one  child  (deceased),  and  she,  her- 
self, was  called  from  earth  in  1887  —Mr.  Watt 
surviving  until  April,  1892,  when  he,  also, 
died,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  in  politics  a republican. 

After  marriage  Henry  Miller,  our  subject, 
lived  in  Auglaize  county  two  years,  and  in  1870 
came  to  Putnam  county  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  then  in  the  deep 
woods,  but  now  all  cleared,  cultivated  and 
transformed  into  one  of  the  neatest  and  most 
profitable  in  the  township  for  its  size.  In  1887 
he  displaced  his  log  cabin  and  erected  the 
comfortable  dwelling  in  which  he  still  lives. 
To  the  union  of  Henry  and  Ruth  A.  Miller 
have  been  born  ten  children,  viz:  Leroy, 

farmer  of  Auglaize  county;  Joseph,  at  school 
in  Findlay,  Ohio;  an  infant  son,  deceased; 
John,  a farmer  at  home;  Martha,  wife  of  Dan- 
iel Hunt,  a farmer  of  Jennings  township;  an 
infant  daughter,  deceased;  James,  born  April 
12,  1879;  Henry  L. , born  May  4,  1881;  Law- 
rence E.,  born  June  25,  1885,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 2,  i 886,  and  Ida  IT,  born  December  18, 
1886.  In  religion  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller,  with 
three  of  their  children  Leroy,  John  and  Mar- 
tha— are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a communicant 
for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  for  many  years  a 
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trustee,  an  office  which  he  still  holds  In  1892 
Mr.  Miller  made  an  additional  purchase  of  land 
in  Jennings  township,  where  his  daughter  now 
resides.  Mr.  Miller  is  an  honored  and  re- 
spected citizen,  and  is  ever  ready  to  perforin 
his  duty  as  such,  never  being  behind  in  his  aid 
of  any  cause  calculated  to  be  of  any  benefit 
to  the  township  or  the  county.  Politically  he 
is  an  ardent  republican,  but  has  never  sought 
or  cared  to  till  public  offices. 


OHM  ].  MILLER,  postmaster  and  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Otto- 
ville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Monterey,  was  born  at  Fre- 
mont, Ohio,  April  14,  1854.  His  father,  John 
Miller,  was  born  in  Germany  June  14,  1820, 
and  when  a young  man  came  to  America  in 
1848,  and  settled  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  at  his  trade  of  tailoring,  in 
the  town  of  Fremont,  and  was  married  there. 
In  1863  he  came  to  Ottoville,  Putnam  county, 
bought  a farm  near  the  village,  is  now  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  farmers,  and  owns  240 
acres  ol  the  best  land  in  the  county.  His 
marriage  took  place  in  1853  to  Johanna  Flatz, 
who  was  born  in  Austria  in  1828,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  seven  children,  viz:  John  J., 
Johanna,  Annie,  Edward,  George,  Josephine  and 
Kate,  d'he  father  of  this  family  is  a devoted 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  was  most 
liberal  in  his  contribution  to  the  erection  of  the 
splendid  edifice  of  Saint  Mary’s,  at  Ottoville. 

John  J.  Miller,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  cpiite  well  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Fremont  and  of  Ottoville  and  Delphos.  He 
was  reared  a farmer,  but  his  first  business  en- 
terprise, outside  of  agriculture,  was  in  the 
drain  tile  business  for  seven  years  Next  he 
became  one. of  the  proprietors  ol  the  Beckman 
Mouse,  in  1890,  but  a year  and  a half  later 


sold  out  and  entered  the  mercantile  trade.  In 
1895  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  under 
Cleveland’s  second  administration,  he  being 
politically  a democrat,  and  he  has  proven 
himself  to  be  a most  popular  and  efficient 
official,  as  well  as  an  honest  one.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  town  council  since 
its  first  organization,  and  served  as  such 
until  he  was  elected  mayor.  He  has  also 
served  as  township  clerk  a number  ot  \ears, 
and  was  always  a warm  advocate  of  pub- 
lic schools,  having  been  for  a long  tune  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  In  re- 
j ligion  he  is  a most  devoted  member  'if  the 
I Catholic  church,  and  no  man  is  more  faithful 
! than  he  in  the  observance  of  the  duties  pertain- 
ing thereto. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Miller  took  place  at 
Ottoville,  August  28,  1879,  with  Mis?  Mar- 
garet Lauer,  who  was  born  in  the  pro'  ’nee  ol 
Alsace-Lorraine,  in  1855,  a daughter  ot  Alex- 
ander and  Elizabeth  Lauer,  and  to  this  happ\ 
marriage  six  children  have  been  born,  named 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Alexander,  Mary,  Eddie, 
Katie  and  Maggie.  Mr.  Miller  is  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  Ottoville  and  owns 
his  business  establishment  and  other  property 
in  the  city.  He  has  been  foremost  in  all  pub- 
lic enterprises  and  has  never  been  lacking  in 
his  aid  to  all  projects  that  tend  to  the  public 
good.  His  aid  to  the  building  of  Saint  Mary’s 
church'was  nowise  a weak  one  and  his  carriage 
through  life  has  been  such  as  to  win  ihe  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  either 
in  private  or  public  associations. 


ON.  JOHN  J.  MOORE,  eminent  as 
jurist  and  judge,  has  been  a ; evident 
of  Putnam  county  since  1866,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  and 
successful  attorneys  ol  noithwestern  Ohio 
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Judge  Moore  is  descended  paternally  from 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  According  to  the  most 
reliable  information,  his  grandfather,  James 
Moore,  appears  to  have  been  born  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  When  a young 
man  James  Moore  came  to  the  United  States 
and  located  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
He  served  under  Wayne  during  that  general’s 
celebrated  campaign  against  the  Indians,  and 
saw  much  of  military  life  on  the  frontier  dur- 
ing the  earlv  history  of  Ohio.  He  married  in 
his  native  state,  and  became  the  father  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  were  as  follows:  James 
(the  subject’s  father  . Alexander,  William,  Jo- 
seph, Robert,  Jane  (married  John  Hepburn), 
and  Sarah  (wife  of  Eli  Miller),  all  of  whom  left 
families  which  are  scattered  throughout  the 
country. 

James  Moore,  the  judge's  father,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to  Ohio 
ii.  i iS 2 5 , settling  in  the  count\  of  Trumbull, 
where  he  married  Margaret  Johnston,  who 
came  with  her  parents  to  the  Buckeye  state  as 
ear')'  as  iSii.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Moore 
■were  John  and  Margaret  (Robinson)  Johnston, 
both  of  Scotch- Irish  descent,  but  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  James  Moore,  was  for  many 
years  a man  of  prominence  in  the  community 
where  lie  resided,  and  represented  his  county 
in  the  state  legislature  in  1S49.  He  was  a 
democrat  in  politics,  and  while  in  the  legislature 
was  a leader  of  his  party,  and  promoted  much 
important  legislation.  He  was  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intellectual  abilities,  a great 
reader  of  the  best  literature,  a deep  thinker, 
and  did  much  as  an  adviser  for  his  many 
neighbors  and  friends.  James  and  Margaret 
Moore  had  a family  of  six  children,  two  sons 
and  four  daughters,  viz:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 

Rodney  Orr,  of  Mahoning  county;  Margaret, 
who  died  m earlv  life;  Mary  |.,  deceased  ] 
wife  of  Helorma  Thurston;  Sarah,  deceased  ! 


wife  of  George  Gilmore;  James,  who  died  in 
childhood,  and  John  (.,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  biography. 

Judge  Moore  was  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  now  a part  of  the  county  of  Mahoning, 
August  3,  1835,  anfl  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  at  Mount  Union  college.  He 
early  began  -the  study  of  law,  under  the  able 
instruction  of  Hon.  S.  W.  Gilson,  of  Canfield, 
Mahoning  county,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1863,  and  immediately  thereafter  effected  a 
copartnership  in  the  practice  with  his  pre- 
ceptor, with  whom  he  was  associated  until 
1866.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Moore  located 
at  Ottawa  and  entered  into  a partnership  with 
C.  J.  Swan,  under  the  name  of  Swan  A Moore, 
a firm  which  continued  until  Mr  Moore’s  elec- 
tion to  the  common  pleas  bench,  in  the  fall  of 
1878.  In  the  meantime  he  built  up  a large 
and  lucrative  practice  in  the  courts  of  Putnam 
and  counties  adjoining,  and  earned  the  reputa- 
tion of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  successful 
attorneys  of  northwestern  Ohio.  Mr.  Moore 
held  the  office  of  common  pleas  judge  from 
[878  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  which  at  that 
time  comprised  nineteen  counties,  but  later 
was  reduced  to  sixteen.  Judge  Moore’s  judi- 
cial career  was  eminently  honorable  and  satis- 
factory, and  as  a judge  he  wfas  the  peer  of  any 
in  the  state.  While  on  the  bench  he  tried 
many  important  cases,  in  which  his  legal 
acumen,  impartial  rulings  and  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  law'  earned  him  a w idespread  rep- 
utation, and  but  few  of  his  decisions  suffered 
reversal  at  the  hands  of  the  supreme  court. 
Among  the  noted  cases  tried  in  his  court  was 
that  of  R.  K.  Scott,  for  the  murder  of  young 
Drury,  and  Wesley  Johnson,  for  the  murder  of 
the  Williams  family,  the  latter  of  which  was 
one  of  the  most  cruel  murders  ever  perpetrated 
in  the  state  of  Ohio.  As  a lawyer,  Judge 
Moore  is  clear  and  methodical,  manages  his 


->  * r i.  jr>r  f 

;;  - ■ :■  ■■  • 1 }...„  ! 

1 1 - - ■' 

, a , 

" ' ■ V ■■■  1 1 ' - 

ji)  :>4. 


- •'  ' 1 

>,  '■>  , . - 
• - ' 

• • >*■'»•’  ; in 

! 


374 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


cases  with  consummate  skill,  is  honorable  in 
his  treatment  of  opposing  counsel,  and  never 
stoops  to  disreputable  practices.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  State  Bar  association  ever 
since  its  organization,  and  in  1889  was  elected 
president  of  that  honorable  and  dignified  body. 
In  1869  Judge  Moore  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  in  the  state  legislature  of  H. 
\Y.  Boehmer,  and  in  1872  was  elected  a rep- 
resentative from  Putnam  county.  His  career 
as  a legislator  was  replete  with  duty  well  per- 
formed, and  while  a member  of  that  body  he 
acquitted  himself  with  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituency. In  politics  he  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  democratic  party,  and  has  been  chosen 
delegate,  at  different  times,  to  county,  con- 
gressional and  state  conventions.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a member  of  the  F.  &:  A.  M.,  in  which 
he  is  highly"  esteemed.  The  judge  is  identified 
with  the  mercantile  interests  of  Ottawa,  being 
a member  of  the  clothing  firm  of  Moore  & 
Moore,  the  business  at  this  time  being  person- 
ally conducted  by  the  judge’s  son,  Gilson  H. 
Moore.  Judge  Moore  was  married  in  Mahon- 
ing county,  in  1859,  to  Elizabeth  C Patterson, 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Anna  (VanEtten)  Pat- 
terson, a union  blessed  with  the  birth  of  two 
children — Gilson  17.,  who,  as  above  stated, 
is  a business  man  of  Ottawa,  and  Douglass  E., 
whose  death  occurred  in  1869,  when  he  was 
eight  vears  of  age. 


HLFRED  MORRIS,  who  is  descended 
from  a family  the  members  of  which 
were  noted  for  their  intelligence,  re- 
finement and  excellent  capabilities, 
has  inherited  these  traits  to  a remarkable  de- 
gree, and  to-day  he  stands  as  a representative 
citizen  ol  Continental,  Ohio,  being  counted  as 
one  of  her  hustling  business  men  and  an  influ- 
ential and  honored  citizen  of  the  town.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  a saw-mill  and  planing- 


mill,  and  does  a large  business  in  hard  and  soft 
lumber  (rough  and  planed),  lime,  lath,  shingles, 
etc.,  the  institution  being  counted  as  one  of 
the  leading  industries  of  the  place. 

Alfred  Morris,  our  subject,  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent, his  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Morris, 
being  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Weaver,  of  Philadelphia. 
They  came  to  Ohio  in  1842,  settling  in  Allen 
county,  where  they  entered  new  land  from  the 
government  and  developed  it  into  a fine  200- 
acre  farm.  It  was  in  an  early  day,  with  Indians 
still  on  the  trail,  and  for  four  months  the  wife 
never  saw  the  face  of  a white  woman.  For 
many  years  the  grandfather  engaged  in  suc- 
cessful ministerial  work,  being  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  church,  his  field  of  labor  lying  in  this 
and  surrounding  counties.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  day  and  an  authority  in 
all  matters  of  importance  in  that  section. 
Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian  democrat,  and 
was  elected  as  the  first  probate  judge  of  Allen 
county. 

Joseph  Morris,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Allen  countv,  where  he  was  reared 
upon  a farm.  He  received  a liberal  education 
for  those  days,  and  taught  school  successfully 
for  many  years.  In  1861,  alter  pursuing  a 
course  of  study  in  medicine  and  surgery,  he 
graduated  with  honor  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  that  noble  institution  ol  learning, 
the  university  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
located  at  his  old  home,  where  he  practiced 
for  ten  years.  Then  he  purchased  a small 
farm  one  mile  from  Columbus  Grove,  and 
afterward  removed  to  the  city.  He  was  emi- 
nently successful  in  his  profession  and  busi- 
ness, and  accumulated  a large  property,  all 
the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  In  politics  he 
was  a democrat,  but  devoted  his  time  to  his 
profession,  family  and  business.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  about  i860,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Smith,  daughter  of  | amcs  and  Mar)  Smith 
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She  was  a noble  Christian  woman  and  a devout 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  Her  death 
occurred  July  14,  1375.  Later  the  father 

married  Miss  Diana  Seitz,  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  and  to  them  two  children  were  born 
Robert  D.  and  Elizabeth. 

Alfred  Morris,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  October  1,  1862,  He 
lived  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  received  a 
good  education  in  the  schools  of  Columbus 
Grove.  Before  he  had  reached  his  majority 
his  father  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
macadamized  roads,  making  our  subject  his 
foreman  and  superintendent,  in  which  position 
he  developed  an  excellent  business  capacity 
and  a general  knowledge  of  affairs.  After- 
ward,, our  subject  entered  a machine  shop  at 
Lima  as  an  apprentice,  but  after  six  months  it 
became  apparent  that  his  health  would  not 
permit  of  such  occupation.  He  now  engaged 
in  the  saw-mill  business  at  Randolph,  Mo.,  lor 
one  year,  then  in  the  ice  business  at  Columbus 
Grove  lor  one  year.  After  this  he  purchased 
a farm  and  lived  thereon  for  four  years,  and 
after  this  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business  at 
Rimer,  Ohio,  for  a similar  length  of  time.  In 
1 S92  he  came  to  Continental,  where  he  has 
since  done  an  extensive  business.  His  plant 
is  valued  at  $3,300,  and  besides,  he  owns  vari- 
ous pieces  of  village  property.  Connected 
with  his  business  is  the  Nickle  Plate  stock 
yard,  which  he  controls  and  operates,  and  he 
also  deals  extensively  in  coal.  He  has  made 
the  major  portion  of  his  possessions  himself  In 
energetic  and  honorable  business  methods. 
!u  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  i it\'  clerk,  and  is  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  has  officiated  as  superin- 
tendent ol  the  Sabbath. -school,  is  at  present 
a teacher,  and  has  aided  most  liberally  in  the 
erection  of  the  United  Brethren  church  at 
( ontinent  il,  of  which  society  he  and  his  wife 


are  members,  as  also  they  are  of  the  Good 
Templars’  lodge. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  January  1, 
1884,  to  Miss  Maggie  A.  Billheimer,  who  was 
1 born  in  Putnam  county,  she  being  the  daugh- 
j ter  of  Joseph  and  Loraine  (Beardsley)  Bill- 
heimer, who  were  early  pioneers  of  the  county 
i and  who  lived  to  become  leading  agriculturists 
of  the  section.  Mr.  Billheimer  was  a strong 
! republican,  and  both  were  prominent  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  they  being,  in  order  of  birth,  Joseph, 
Clarence  A.,  Glaydus,  and  Homer.  They 
form  a happy  circle  and  take  great  comfort  in 
their  home. 


ACOB  CROUSE  MYERs,  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  citizens  of  Perry 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Putnam  countv,  January  11, 
1839,  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  and 
j owns,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Anna  (Crouse) 

: Myers.  Michael  Myers,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Germany  and  there 
1 married;  he  later  came  to  America  and  settled 
1 in  Maryland,  being  among  the  early  settlers, 
and  here  he  spent  his  life  on  a farm.  His  son, 
John  Myers,  was  married  to  Mary  Dillon,  of 
. English  ancestry,  but  who  had  been  reared  by 
German  Mennonites  After  marriage  he  set- 
1 tied  in  Washington  county,  Md.,  and  became 
a very  wealthy  distiller,  and  very  prominent 
| in  public  affairs  of  his  county.  He  was  an 
j old-line  whig,  and  during  the  famous  whisky 
j rebellion  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  govern- 
ment. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Mennonite  church,  and  to  them  wen  born 
thirteen  children . Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Chris- 
tian Shenk;  Abraham,  who  die  i in  California: 
John;  Samuel  (see  sketch);  Jacob;  Maria,  the 
wife  of  Christian  Shenk;  Petei , born  October 
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1 6,  1 800,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  John  Stauffer;  Joseph;  Bar- 
bara, married  to  Henry  Shenk;  Christian,  of 
Maryland;  Henry  N.,  and  Fannie,  the  wife  of 
Jonas  Shenk.  The. father  died  about  1841. 

Peter  Myers  was  given  an  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Maryland,  and  when  grown 
to  young  manhood  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade.  On  January  12,  1833,  at  Lamberts- 
ville,  X.  J.,  he  married  Mrs.  Anna  (Crouse) 
Whiting,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  on  June 
14,  1798,  had  been  married  on  June  20,  1819, 
to  Nathan  W hiting,  and  was  the  mother  of  six 
children  by  this  first  marriage,  viz:  Charlotte, 
deceased;  Mrs.  Mar)'  Cooley,  of  New  Jersev; 
Mrs.  Hannah  Harmon,  of  Oakwood,  and  three 
children  who  died  in  infancy.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Myers  followed  his  trade  at  Lamb- 
ertsville,  N.  j.,  until  1835,  when  he  came  to 
Putnam  count)',  Ohio,  and  settled  on  the  site 
of  the  present  homestead,  where  one  Kendall 
had  secured  control  of  a section  of  land  on 
which  he  laid  out  a town  and  called  it  Fran- 
conia; formerly  a post-office  called  Forest 
Grove,  had  been  at  that  place.  Here  he 
erected  a two-story  frame  building  26x36  feet, 
which  was  considered  very  large  and  fine  in 
those  days;  in  this  building  he  kept  an  inn, 
and  from  1850  to  1865  was  postmaster.  He 
was  a member  of  the  whig  party  until  the  re- 
publican part)'  was  organized,  when  he  joined 
it  and  became  an  active  worker  in  it.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  all  public  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity and  for  twelve  years  was  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  also  held  several  other  offices, 
holding  that  of  township  trustee  for  several 
terms  and  that  of  land  appraiser  in  i860. 
Heath  called  him  away  on  August  9,  1879,  his 
wile  hav  ing  died  in  1 860 — both  members  of 
the  Meimoiiite  church.  Their  children  were 
five  in  number,  viz:  Anna  F..,  widow  of  War- 
ren Lee,  of  Oakwood;  John  W,  a soldier  of 
tin  Seventh  Kansas  cavalry;  Thomas,  who 


was  killed  at  Independence,  Mo.,  November 
9,  1861  ; Peter,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Jacob 
Crouse. 

Jacob  Crouse  Myers  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives  and  was  educated  m the 
common  schools.  In  June  of  1862  he  enlisted 
in  company  C,  Eighty-seventh  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  and  after  four  months’  services 
was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  paroled  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  Md.  Here  turned  home,  and, 
after  being  exchanged,  he  re-enlisted  in  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  in  company  L,  Second  Ohio  heavy 
artillery,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  most  of  the  time  on  garrison  duty  in 
Tennessee.  On  August  29,  1865,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He 
immediately  returned  home  and  resumed  farm- 
ing during  the  summer  months  and  (luring  the 
winters  for  seven  terms  he  taught  school  in 
Putnam  county.  On  March  17,  1872,  he  mar- 
ried Frances,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Zachariah  and 
Susan  (Jemison)  Metcalfe,  of  Delphos,  Ohio; 
to  them  two  children  were  born:  Florence, 

the  wife  of  Ed.  Beck,  of  Dupont,  and  an  in- 
fant, Charles  A.,  who  died  with  the  mother, 
March  17,  1875.  On  January  9,  1876,  Mr. 
Myers  married  Maggie  D.  Wilcox,  who  was 
born  in  Kalida  August  8,  1856,  a daughter  of 
Richard  and  Diana  (Winters)  Wilcox,  her 
father  being  a native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
was  a tanner  by  trade,  but  taught  school  at 
times.  The  mother  was  of  Welsh  descent. 

In  1865  Mr.  Myers  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  was  reared.  After  marriage  he  took 
his  wife  there  and  since  then  they  have  pros- 
pered, and  five  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  viz:  Laura  1C,  born  February  20, 

1877;  Morton  P.,  born  Julv  1 t,  1878;  Daisy, 
born  June  10,  1881,  |ohn  C.,  born  January 
22,  1885,  and  Warren,  born  October  24,  1893. 
To  this  farm  Mr.  Myers  has  added  until  now 
he  has  190  acres,  most  of  which  is  cleared  and 
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under  a tine  state  of  cultivation.  In  politics  he 
is  a republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  He  served  as  constable  for 
seven  years,  and  as  notary  public  for  fifteen 
years.  Since  1891  he  has  been  pension  attor- 
nev  and  is  a member  of  the  YVisor  post,  No. 
93,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Dupont,  of  which  he  has 
three  times  been  commander.  His  wife  is 
president  of  the  Women's  Relief  corps.  Mr. 
Mvers  is  an  excellent  and  successful  farmer, 
and  an  upright,  public-spirited  citizen,  and  is 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


AMUEL  MYERS,  deceased  farmer  of 
Perry  township,  Putnam  count)’,  Ohio, 
was  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Dillon 
Myers  and  was  born  in  Washington 
count)-,  Md.,  April  21,  1793.  John  Myers,  the 
father,  was  also  a native  of  Maryland,  of  Ger- 
man descent,  was  a wealthy  farmer  and  a land 
owner,  and  also  the  owner  of  a mill  and  dis- 
tiller)’. His  children  were  named  Abraham, 
John,  Jacob,  Mrs.  Mira  Shank,  Mrs.  Barbara 
Shank,  Henry,  Samuel,  our  subject,  and  Mrs. 
Anna  Stauffer.  Mrs.  Mary  (Dillon)  Myers  was 
a native  ol  Pennsylvania  and  died  at  a ripe  old 
age,  in  the  Menuonite  faith;  John,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a stanch  democrat  in  his  pol- 
itics, was  an  influential  citizen,  and  also 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

Samuel  Myers,  subject  of  tins  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Mankind,  learned 
the  trades  of  miller  and  blacksmith,  and  for  a 
time  was  employed  in  a woolen  factory,  be- 
coming a very  proficient  mechanic.  In  1829 
he  cann  to  Ohio  and  entered  a tract  of  land  in 
Putnam  county;  on  this  tract  he  lived  two 
tears  and  then  settled  on  the  farm  in  Pent 
township,  on  w hich  Ins  widow  still  resides,  and 
which  he  cleared  up  from  the  wilderness.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  township  and  reached  a position  ol 


prominence  and  influence  before  death  closed 
the  scene.  On  Christmas  day,  1833,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Hardin, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Catherine  (Wishart) 
Hardin,  the  ceremony  being  performed  bv  Rev. 
Christian  Sroufe,  and  the  first  to  be  solemnized 
in  Putnam  county.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Mye-rs,  William  Hardin,  served  seven 
years  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  from  Bed- 
ford county,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the  remarkably 
old  age  of  104  years.  Her  father,  Abraham, 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  from  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  under  Gen.  Wayne.  Her  grandfather 
Wishart  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  settled  in 
Bedford  county,  Pa.,  and  lived  to  be  ninety- 
eight  years  old.  Both  of  the  grandparents 
were  pioneers  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.  The 
union  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Myers  was 
blessed  with  ten  children,  as  follows:  Adelina, 

deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Boxwell;  Mrs.  Anna 
A.  Ayers,  of  Columbus  Grove;  Samuel,  a farm- 
er of  Perry  township;  Jacob,  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Rome,  Ga. ; Abraham,  who  died  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  during  the  late  war;  Susan- 
nah, wife  of  G.  D.  McClure,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Daniel  Will- 
sire,  also  deceased;  David,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Huldah,  deceased  wife  of  Godfrey  Guyer,  of 
Palmer  township,  and  Malida,  deceased  wife 
of  Sam  Price.  The  mother  of  this  family  was 
born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  May  8,  1816; 
her  father  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  her 
mother,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  came  from 
Scotland  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  Dr.  David  Wish- 
art, grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mvers,  attained  great 
celebrity  as  a physician. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Myers  settled  on  and 
cleared  off  his  land,  and  soon  took  rank  among 
j the  foremost  of  the  farmers  ol  Peri)' township ; 
he  also  built  the  first  saw,  flour,  and  grist-mill 
in  Putnam  county,  and  this  mill  still  stands  as 
1 a monument  to  Ins  enterprise.  He  was  a man 
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of  broad  views  and  extraordinary  public  spirit, 
and  unaided  built  three  miles  of  the  plank  road 
through  the  county,  and  also  gave  $1,000  to- 
ward its  construction.  Politically  he  was  a 
whig,  and  was  honored  by  election,  at  various 
times,  to  all  the  local  offices;  he  was  one  of  the 
first  county  commissioners  and  the  first  school 
examiner;  was  township  trustee  for  years  and 
built  the  first  school-house  in  the  township;  as 
•i  member  of  the  Menonnite  church  he  was  in- 
fluential and  useful,  and  was  a liberal  contrib- 
utor to  its  support.  To  him  the  people  of  the 
county  are  deeply  indebted  for  its  early  devel- 
opment, and  his  work  tells  the  story  of  a well- 
spent  life.  His  death  occurred  August  27, 
i860,  and  the  loss  of  no  man  in  the  county 
was  ever  more  deplored  bv  the  public  than  his. 
Mrs.  Myers  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  has  been  her  home  for  sixtv-two  years, 
she  having  reached  her  four-score  years  of  life 
and  being  venerated  and  respected  as  but  few 
residents  of  Perry  township  can  ever  hope  to 
be.  She  is  the  grandmother  of  fifty  children 
and  the  great-grandmother  of  about  seventy- 
five.  When  she  first  came  here  with  her 
husband,  he  was  compelled  to  go  to  Piqua, 
through  the  woods,  with  no  roads,  to  have 
his  corn  ground  (except  what  was  ground 
at  home  with  hand-mills),  until  his  own  mill 
was  erected,  which  men  for  miles  around  came 
to  assist  in  building  and  in  constructing  the 
mill  dam,  but  it  was  five  years  before  the.  for- 
mer was  completed.  No  man  more  useful,  or 
more  enterprising  citizen  ever  resided  in  Perry 
township  than  Samuel  Myers. 


OHN  F.  MYKRS,  one  of  tin  most  pros- 
perous and  honoied  farmers  of  Greens- 
burg  township,  was  born  in  Putnam 
county,  September  22,  1848,  a son  of 
Solomon  and  Marv  (Slu  nk)  Myers,  the  former 
o|  whom  was  born  in  I ranklin  county,  Pa., 


near  the  Maryland  state  line,  October  29, 
1817.  The  parents  of  Solomon  were  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Slice)  Myers.  The  father  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  1780,  and 
the  mother  was  a native  of  Switzerland. 

The  great-grandfather  of  subject,  Peter 
Myers,  Sr.,  w'as  a native  of  Prussia,  and  came 
to  America  in  early  manhood,  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  also  followed  farming. 
He  died  in  Maryland;  his  family  consisted  of 
six  children,  viz:  Annie  Heidlough,  Elizabeth, 

Mary,  John,  Peter  and  Samuel.  Hisson  Peter 
Myers,  Jr.,  followed  farming  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1835,  when,  on  October  1,  he  started  for 
Ohio,  and  after  a twenty-two  day  journey, 
most  of  the  way  on  foot,  he  arrived  in  Putnam 
county,  and  entered  forty  acres  of  government 
land  in  Greensburg  township.  Martin,  Ids  son, 
persuaded  him  to  move  to  Perry  township; 
here  he  lived  until  1865,  when  he  moved  to 
Williams  county,  where  he  died  in  1873,  hon- 
ored and  respected  bv  all  who  knew'  him.  He 
was  an  old-line  whig  and  a prominent  mi  mber 
of  the  German  Baptist  church. 

Solomon  Myers,  the  son  of  Peter  Myers, 
Jr.,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1835  l)e  came  to  Ohio,  and  helped  to  clear 
the  newly  entered  land  until  Novembc;  17, 
1842,  when  he  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Whitman)  Shenk,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  near  Toronto,  in  August, 
1823.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Penn  vlva- 
| nia,  but  when  seventeen  years  of  age  went  to 
Canada,  where  he  married  and  reared  a fam- 
ily. ' After  his  marriage  Mr.  Mvers  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Greensburg  township  for  six  months, 

i and  then  moved  to  Pern  township,  wlu  ve  he 
i 

! lived  until  1846,  when  he  returned  to  Greens- 
burg township,  and  two  years  later  pirn  based 
the  farm  on  which  lie  now  lives,  paying  $1,000 
for  ninetv-tive  acres,  and  at  dificrcnt  nines 
! since  has  added  to  it  until  lie  ha  1 a farm  con- 
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sisting  of  i 17  acres,,  most  of  which  he  has  dis- 
tributed among  his  children,  of  whom  he  has 
thirteen,  eleven  reaching  maturity,  namely: 
Peter,  a farmer  in  Michigan;  Sarah,  married 
to  Jacob  Shenk,  of  Ottawa  township;  Abra- 
ham, deceased;  John  and  Solomon,  Jr.,  both 
of  whom  are  mentioned  above  in  this  sketch; 
Susan,  the  wife  of  Isaac  St i ke,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; Marv,  the  wife  of  Henry  Sink,  of  Greens- 
burg  township;  Sophia,  married  to  John  Le- 
master,  of  the  same  township;  David  and 
Daniel,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  and 
Martha,  married  to  John  Bear,  of  Greensburg 
township.  The  mother  died  on  June  8,  188;, 
ind  had  been  a faithful  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  church  for  many  years.  Mr.  Myers  is 
a republican  in  politics,  and  is  known  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  in 
Greensburg  township. 

John  F.  Mvers,  son  of  Solomon,  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  given  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship. On  December  8,  1*872,  he  married  Ella, 
the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Layton) 
Davis.  This  lady  was  borh  in  Vermillion 
county,  111.,  December  6,  1*854  Her  father 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  3,  1822,  and 
married  in  Marion  county,  Ohio,  April  10. 
1827.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren: Agnes,  the  wife  of  Eli  May,  of  Michigan; 
Harriet  A.,  married  to  Burdette  Lamson,  of 
Williams  county,  Ohio;  Hannah  and  Matilda, 
twins,  wh*>  died  in  infancy;  Ella  B.,  of  this 
mention,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Herschel  Opsumer, 
of  ( hit  ago;  Ida,  wife  of  \\  L.  Wallon, 
Sarah,  married  to  Brvan  Cannes,  of  Brvun, 
Ohio;  Emma,  the  wife  of  W illiam  Miller,  of 
Williams  county;  Nancv,  the  wife  of  Janus 
Roscndal).  deputy  marshal  of  Stryker,  Wil- 
liams county,  and  Louie  G.,  deceased.  Rich- 
ard Davis,  after  his  marriage,  went  to  Illinois, 
w here  L farmed  for  some  wars  and  then  came 
to  Putnam  county,  rmnaincd  a short  time,  and 


then  moved  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  still  lives,  and  is  a republican  in  politics. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Disciples’ 
church. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Myers 
and  his  wife  settled  on  the  farm  where  they 
now  live,  which  was  then  owned  by  his  father, 
and  was  still  uncleared.  He  set  bravely  to 
work  clearing  it  and  making  a good  farm  out 
of  it,  and  his  father  then  gave  him  a deed  for 
forty  acres;  he  has  greatly  improved  it  since 
then  and  is  an  industrious  and  successful 
fanner;  he  has  spent  all  his  married  fife  on 
this  farm  except  one  year,  during  which  he 
lived  in  Perry  township.  Politically  he  is  a 
republican  and  has  served  as  supervisor  of  his 
township.  He  is  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  know'  him  and  is  considered  a very 
enterprising  citizen.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Mennonite  church,  and  their  children  are 
five  in  number,  viz:  Alfred  Herman,  Frank 

Wilbur,  Davis  W .,  Mary  M.  and  John  P. 


EV.  WILLIAM  HORSTMANN  - The 
history  of  Saint  John’s  Roman  Cath- 
olic church  at  Glandorf,  Putnam 
county,  which  is  here  presented, 
through  the  kind  offices  of  Rev.  Francis  Nigsch, 
the  present  pastor,  is  probably  as  interesting  as 
that  of  any  institution  or  event  connected  with 
Putnam  county’s  growth ; and  the  self-sacrificing 
spirit  of  its  founder,  manifested  throughout  the 
many  years  of  his  labors  in  Putnam  and  ad- 
joining counties,  though  on  a smaller  scale,  is 
as  attractive  and  as  admirable  as  is  that  of 
Marquette,  Hennepin  or  La  Salle. 

The  Rev.  William  Horst  nann  was  the 
founder  and  the  upbuilder  of  tins  historic  con- 
gregation. He  resigned  his  professorship  at 
Osnabruck,  Germany,  in  April.  1833,  and  at  a 
meeting  held  at  Glandorf,  m ai  Osnabruck,  or 
Osnaburg,  the  following  peisons  volunteered 
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to  accompany  him  to  America,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  founding  a colony:  John  F.  Kahle, 

William  Guelker,  Christian  Strope,  Matthias 
Bockrath,  F.  Wischinann,  Fred.  Bockrath  and 
Fred.  Brodeick.  These  people  left  their  fath- 
erland on  August  28  following,  embarking  on 
the  ship  Columbus  on  September  7,  and  arriv- 
ing in  New  York,  November  6.  From  New 
York  they  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  via  Albany 
and  Buffalo.  From  Detroit  Rev.  Win.  Horst- 
mann,  or  the  Professor,  as  he  was  familiarly 
called,  and  Mr.  Kahle,  in  order  to  find  a suit- 
able place  for  the  entire  family  or  colony, 
traveled  partly  on  foot  and  partly  by  stage 
through  western  Ohio,  passing  Fort  Defiance, 
Fort  Jennings  and  Wapakoneta,  and  reaching 
Cincinnati,  December  12,  1833.  Returning 
by  the  same  route  they  paid  a short  visit  to  the 
colonists  at  Stallo,  or  Minster,  in  Auglaize 
county. 

Samuel  Meyer,  of  Fort  Jennings,  directed 
them  to  John  Meyer,  in  Greenslnirg  township, 
where  Mr.  Kahle  purchased  section  15.  Prof. 
Horstmann  procured,  in  Ottawa  township, 
560  acres  in  section  20,  and  160  acres  in  sec- 
tion 29.  The  rest  of  their  party,  whom  the)’ 
had  left  in  Detroit,  were  brought  to  the  loca- 
tion selected,  after  a wearisome  journey  in  the 
latter  part  of  January,  1834.  This  journey 
was  indeed  an  adventurous  one,  and  fraught 
w ith  many  difficulties.  The  driver  : f the  only 
wagon  which  they  could  hire  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  go  further  than  Maumee  City,  where 
they  undertook  to  hire  another  one,  but  failed 
ui  this  attempt,  and  so  had  to  cont.nue  their 
journey  on  foot,  taking  of  the  baggage  as  much 
as  they  could  possible  carry,  and  finally  in 
this  way  reached  their  destination 

Here  these  few  men  were  in  midwinter,  in 
the  wide,  wild  forest,  surrounded  bv  Indians 
as  houseless  as  thems<  Ives,  but  fi  i<  ndly;  but 
the\’  possessed  undaunted  courage  and  muscu- 
l hey  cut  down  trees,  tilled  the 


ground  around  the  stumps,  and  constructed 
their  primitive  log  houses,  one  of  which.  16x18 
feet  in  size,  served  as  church,  school-house  and 
dwelling,  for  the  pastor.  It  was  located  on 
the  western  bank  of  Cranberry  creek,  near  the 
present  site  of  Henry  Nartker’s  house;  and  in 
this  small  log  cabin  Prof.  Horstmann  celebrated 
mass,  for  the  first  time,  on  Easter  Sunday, 
March  30,  1834. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  years 
of  colonization  that  followed,  were  years  of 
painful  privations  and  trials.  The  scanty  pro- 
visions, which  had  been  taken  from  Detroit, 
were  soon  exhausted.  Corn  and  potatoes, 
which  the  poorly  cultivated  soil  could  yield, 
were  not  plenty.  Roads  were  not  yet  opened, 
and  the  woods,  winch  had  to  be  penetrated 
in  order  to  reach  an>  market,  abounded  in 
swamps  and  rendered  traveling  almost  impos- 
sible. All  farming  implements  had  to  be 
brought  from  great  distances,  and  oft-  n their 
transportation  caused  as  much  anxiety  as  did 
the  means  of  procuring  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  the  colon)’  was  in- 
creased by  the  following  arrivals:  H.  Jv'lhoff, 

H.  Schroeder,  H.  Duling,  Ed.  Mueller,  Joseph 
Uttendorf,  B.  H.  Unverferth,  C.  Gerding,  C. 
Shirloh,  T.  Meyer,  and  William  Feldmann. 
I11  1835  J.  B.  Drerup,  J.  IT  Lehmkuhle.  J.  H. 
Moening,  J.  G.  Uphaus  and  H.  Recker,  were 
the  arrivals,  and  in  1836  the  number  there 
w'ere  still  further  increased  by  the  arrival  of  J. 
F.  Verhoff,  T.  Ellerbrock,  B.  Erhart  and  oth- 
ers. By  this  time  the  little  room  hitherto  used 
for  a church  became  too  small,  and  a new  one, 
22x40  feet,  was  built  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Jackson  street  and  La  Belle  avenue,  where 
is  now'  found  the  elegant  house  erected  I >r  the 
j organist.  The  Indians,  with  whom  the  pio- 
1 neers  m;  raged  to  be  on  good  terms,  a -listed 
J grealU  in  the  erection  of  the  building. 

This  church  was  Ldicated  l'ebrua  \ 26, 

1 1837.  About  this  trie  a log  house  was  Coll- 
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structed,  containing  three  rooms — one  for  the 
school,  the  others  for  the  pastoral  residence. 
Rev.  William  Horstman  acted  as  the  first 
teacher  of  that  school,  and  he  was  followed  by 
George  Unverferth  and  Mr.  Tolgeinan,  the 
first  of  whom  died  in  1837,  the  latter  continu- 
ing to  teach  until  mental  infirmities  compelled 
him  to  retire.  A proper  dwelling,  38x36  feet, 
for  the  priest,  was  built  by  Prof.  Horstmann  in 
1838,  about  where  the  pastoral  residence  is 
at  the  present  time.  Prof.  Horstmanrt,  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  not  able  to  comply  with 
all  the  demands  of  a constants  increasing  con- 
gregation, and  the  missionary  work  abroad, 
obtained  in  [841  an  assistant  in  the  person  of 
Rev.  George  Boehne,  who  worked  there  most 
zealously  until  1848,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Fort  Jennings,  where  he  died  in  i860. 

The  manifold  difficulties,  the  hardships  and 
privations  which  Rev.  Prof.  Horstmann  had  to 
undergo  at  home  and  in  traversing  the  whole 
of  Putnam  county,' and  also  the  greater  part 
of  Auglaize  county,  accelerated  the  decline  of 
his  health,  and  in  the  spring  of  1842  he  was 
taken  dangerously  ill.  He  suffered  severely, 
but  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation, 
with  rheumatism  during  all  of  the  summer  and 
autumn  and  until  February  21,  1843,  when  it 
pleased  the  all-seeing  Ruler  of  the  universe  to 
call  his  untiring  and  faithful  servant  to  a bet- 
ter home,  he  being  at  that  time  sixty-five  years 
of  age. 

Little  is  known  regarding  his  parentage, 
his  early  life,  his  education,  or  of  his  ordina- 
tion and  subsequent  priestly  career,  prior  to 
his  emigration  to  the  wilds  ot  northwestern 
Ohio.  He  was  born  in  1778  in  Glandorf,  Ger- 
many, of  poor  but  pious  parents;  add  having 
received  holy  orders,  May  31,  1866,  at  the  j 
hands  of  Rt.  Rev.  Yon  Gruben,  bishop  of 
OsnabrucL  he  was  appointed  assistant  pastor 
at  Glando rf,  where,  by  his  energy  and  untiring 
zeal,  an  addition  to  the  church  was  built,  and 


he  was  promoted  to  a professorship  in  the 
famous  Gymnasium  Carolinum  in  Osnaburg. 
Here  he  labored  among  books  and  papers  up 
to  the  year  of  his  resignation  and  emigration 
to  America. 

Rev.  William  Horstmann  was  above  medium 
height,  w'ell  proportioned,  but  of  pale  complex- 
ion. He  w'as  a man  of  great  learning,  versed  in 
all  the  sacred  sciences,  in  mathematics,  in  astron- 
omy, and  philology;  and  being  a practical  nat- 
uralist, he  was  excellently  qualified  for  coloniza- 
tion. He  could  survey  and  parcel  out  the  lands, 
select  wood  for  building  porposes,  designate 
proper  places  for  dwellings,  and  being,  in  ad- 
dition to  all  his  other  qualifications, a thorough 
homeopathist,  he  was  a succoring  physician  to 
the  sick.  A man  better  adapted  by  nature 
and  by  education  for  the  position  he  held  could 
not  have  found. 

The  nobility  of  his  soul  is  easily  discovered 
when  we  take  into  considaration  the  favorable 
circumstances  by  which  he  was  surrounded  in 
Germany,  which  he  cheerfully  exchanged  for 
a hazardous  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
the  wild  forest  of  America,  and  all  the  incon- 
veniences incident  to  pioneer  life  in  the  wilder- 
ness; and  this  he  did  for  love  of  his  fellow- 
men,  his  object  being  to  procure  for  them  a 
free  home,  and  indeed  for  the  greater  honor 
of  the  God  he  worshiped.  He  was  generous 
and  benevolent  in  the  extreme,  defraying  nearly 
all  the  expenses  of  the  journey  of  the  colonists, 
procuring  lands  for  them  in  the  new  country, 
implements  for  farming,  provisions  lor  their 
households,  and  assisted  them  wherever  and 
whenever  assistance  was  required.  Courage 
and  self-denial  marked  his  character,  and  in 
the  many  and  toilsome  journeys  on  foot, 
neither  dense  forests,  nor  swamps,  nor  rivers, 
nor  any  of  the  dangers  from  wild  beasts  e>r 
wild  men,  could  daunt  him  or  detain  him. 

I Through  the  loiests  he  sought  the  way  by 
i means  of  the  compass,  and  sw  amps  and  streams 
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he  crossed  by  swimming  on  logs,  frequently 
carrying  heavy  burdens,  purchased  at  some 
distant  market,  strengthening  himself  for  these 
labors  with  corn  meal  and  milk  or  water. 

His  missionary  zeal  was  indefatigable,  his 
conduct  pious  and  thoroughly  sacerdotal. 
When  at  home  he  instructed  the  children  at 
school,  visited  the  sick,  offered  up  the  holy 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  administered  the  sacra- 
ment to  his  parishioners,  and  then  hastened 
to  bring  the  same  consolation  to  Catholics 
scattered  throughout  Putnam  county.  Nearly 
every  month  he  traveled  to  Wapakoneta,  and 
Minster.  Through  his  agency  a little  frame 
church  was  built  at  Wapakoneta,  and  in  Min- 
ster a log  church,  40x60  feet;  and  also  at 
Petersburg,  live  miles  south  of  Wapakoneta,  a 
church  was  built  by  him. 

Thus  did  Rev.  Prof.  Horstmann  labor  in  the 
vineyard  ot  Christ,  being  all  to  all.  and  it  is 
undoubtedly  owing  to  his  animated,  self-sacri- 
ficing spirit  that  he  fell  a victim  to  premature 
death.  The  members  of  Saint  John's  church 
in  1883  erected  a monument  to  his  memory, 
which  monument  is  well  deserved,  for  Prof. 
Horstmann  was  a kind  father  to  all.  When  his 
end  drew  near  he  willed  all  his  land  to  the 
congregation  for  which  he  had  worked  for  so 
many  years,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  estate, 
amounting  to  about  $6,000,  were  devoted  to 
to  the  building  of  the  present  beautiful  church 
edifice. 

The  mortality  during  the  first  years  of  the 
congregation  was  within  natural  limits;  though 
greater,  comparatively,  than  in  later  times, 
which  is  accounted  for  by  the  many  pools  pro- 
ducing malaria,  which  have  in  recent  years 
been  thoroughly  drained.  The  average  of 
annual  burials  was  from  ten  to  tw'clve;  though 
in  1839  twenty-one  deaths  occurred,  that  being 
the  greatest  number  up  to  i860,  in  which  year 
forty-two  deaths  appeared  in  the  record  of 
burials.  I he  first  death  in  the  congregation 


w'as  that  of  William  Shroeder,  a boy  of  nine 
years;  the  first  marriage  recorded  is  that  of 
John  F.Kahle  to  Mary  Anna  Meyer, celebrated 
October  7,  1834;  the  first  baptism  was  that  of 
Anna  Maria  Slueter,  daughter  of  Gerhard 
Slueter  and  Ann  Maria  Lamers.  The  child  is 
now’  dead,  but  the  mother  is  living  in  the  home 
of  her  son-in-law7,  Joseph  Gerdeman. 

Rt.  Rev.  J.  B.  Purcell,  bishop  of  Cincin- 
nati, visited  Glandorf  in  1841,  and  when  he 
came  again,  in  1845,  *ie  encouraged  Father 
Boehne  to  build  a larger  and  more  durable 
church.  The  foundation  of  this  church  was 
laid  in  1846,  and  the  church,  50  x 90  feet, 
w'as  dedicated  December  3,  1854.  The  nec- 
essary cash  outlay  for  this  church  w'as  reduced 
to  a minimum  by  gratis  labor,  every  member  of 
the  congregation'having  his  appointed  days  to 
work ; thus  all  the  foundation  stones  were 
quarried  and  brought  to  the  place,  all  the 
bricks  made  and  much  of  the  other  material 
furnished  free  of  cost.  The  church  was  con- 
sidered in  those  times  the  nc  plus  ultra  of 
churches,  and  spacious  enough  for  centuries  to 
come.  In  the  meantime  all  northern  Ohio 
was  separated  from  the  diocese  of  Cincinnati, 
and  formed  into  a new  diocese,  with  Rt.  Rev. 
A.  Rappe,  of  Cleveland,  for  its  first  bishop. 

Bishop  Rappe  requested  Father  Brunner, 
founder  and  superior  of  the  Society  of  the 
Precious  Blood  in  America,  to  take  charge  of 
the  parish  at  Glandorf.  Revs.  Id.  Ober- 
mueller,  A.  Funkier,  A.  Herbstritt,  Max  Horn- 
burger,  Al.  Schelbert  and  A.  Kramer,  success- 
ively worked  as  pastors  of  Glandorf  from  1848 
to  1861,  when  Rev.  August  Reichert  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  position.  In  1862  he  built  the 
present  pastoral  residence,  and  in  1864  pro- 
cured the  pipe  organ  still  in  use.  He  also 
built  the  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul’s  church 
at  Ottawa.  It  may  be  here  mentioned  that 
church  members  at  Glandorf  furnished  not  less 
than  fifty-four  men  to  the  Union  army  during 
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the  late  rebellion,  thirty-three  of  whom  were  j 
volunteers,  twentv-one  drafted.  Clandorf’s  pa-  | 
triotisin  can  therefore  not  be  called  in  question.  | 

Hitherto  all  Catholics  living  in  Greensburg, 
Ottawa,  in  north  Union  and  Pleasant  town- 
ships, attended  church  in  Glandorf.  In  1862 
the  church  of  New  Cleveland  was  built;  in 
1 868  that  in  Ottawa,  and  in  1878  that  i 1 1 
Kalida,  and  still  the  necessity  of  a more  spa- 
cious church  building  was  imperative.  There- 
fore Rev.  R.  Dickman,  who  succeeded  Rev. 
August  Reichert  in  May,  1874,  undertook  the 
laborious  task  of  raising  the  funds  necessary  to  | 
build  the  new  church.  During  the  first  year  ! 
he  succeeded  in  raising  a subscription  of  $25,  - j 
000,  notwithstanding  the  great  financial  depres-  I 
sion  felt  at  that  time.  The  foundation  of  the  ! 
new  church  was  laid  in  1875,  and  the  building  ' 
put  under  roof  in  1 876.  The  tower  was  fin-  1 
ished  in  1877  un,l  the  interior  of  the  building 
completed  in  1878.  The  dedication  of  the 
church  took  place  December  15,  1878,  by  the 
I\t.  Rev.  R.  Gilmour.  This  building  is  cruci- 
form in  shape,  Gothic  in  style  of  architecture, 
is  constructed  of  brick  and  ornamented  with 
white  sandstone.  It  is  175  feet  long,  and  has 
an  average  width  of  70  feet.  The  transept  is 
80  feet,  and  the  spire  is  225  feet  high.  The 
outside  is  imposing  in  appearance,  and  is  of 
the  most  perfect  symmetry.  With  its  lofty 
pillars,  its  high  arches  and  its  beautiful  win- 
dows, its  rare  frescos  and  paintings,  together 
with  its  rich  altars,  the  devout  representation 
of  Christ's  \V  ay  of  the  Cross,  and  its  magnifi- 
cent pulpit,  it  has  indeed  all  the  sacredness  of 
the  House  of  God,  and  it  fills  the  visitor  with 
reverence  and  awe. 

Innumerable  are  the  commendations  due  | 
to  Rev.  R.  Dickman  lor  rearing  so  beautiful  a : 
temple.  His  grand  ideas  were  an  impetus  to  j 
Delphos,  to  Fort  Jennings  and  to  Ottoville,  1 
and  the  church  is  an  everlasting  proof  of  his  en-  1 
terprising  spirit,  abilities,  courage  and  persever-  ! 


ance.  The  members  of  the  congregation  faith-, 
fully  supported  their  pastor,  and  universal  was 
the  regret  when,  in  May,  1881,  he  went  to 
Nashville,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  M. 
Kenk,  who,  however,  remained  only  a few' 
months. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Nigsch  received  his  ap- 
pointment in.  1881,  as  pastor  of  Saint  John’s 
church  at  Glandorf.  By  the  generosity  ol  his 
people  he  was  enabled  to  procure  the  stations 
of  the  cross  in  1885,  the  side  altars  in  1887, 
the  magnificent  main  altar  and  the  church 
pew's  in  1888,  and  in  1888  and  1891,  two 
beautiful  shrines  in  honor  of  the  Sacred  Hearts 
of  Jesus  and  of  Mary  were  placed  in  the  sanc- 
tuary. By  this  time,  too,  the  debt  which  had 
been  incurred  in  the  building  of  the  church, 
w'as  paid,  so  that  in  1892  the  congregation 
owed  not  one  cent.  The  furnaces  originally 
placed  in  the  basement  of  the  church  were,  in 
1892,  replaced  by  Sinead’s  heating  and  venti- 
lating apparatus,  and  in  1893  :l  house  was  built 
opposite  the  church,  for  the  organist.  This 
house  is  a two-story  brick  building,  and  is  an 
ornament  to  the  towm. 

In  looking  back  over  the  sixty-two  years  of 
the  church’s  history,  though  there  is  still  room 
for  improvement,  Saint  John’s  congregation  at 
Glandorf  has  kept  pace  with  the  general  prog- 
ress of  the  county,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  may  continue  to  prosper  as  it  deserves 
in  the  generations  to  come. 


EV.  FRANCIS  NIGSCH,  pastor  of 
■ the  Catholic  church  at  Glandorf  Put- 

| P nam  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Francis 
A.  and  Regina  (Erliart)  Nigsch.  both 
deceased.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  these 
parents,  two  are  still  living  in  Austria,  the  re- 
maining three  coming  to  America.  Of  these 
three  Rev.  Christian  Nigsch  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a young  man  of  twentv  years,  in 
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i 868 , having  been  well  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  having  taught  in  the  public  schools. 
Here  he  entered  the  seminary  at  Carthagena, 
Mercer  county,  Ohio,  and  was  ordained,  in 
1878,  by  Archbishop  Purcell,  in  Cincinnati. 
He  was  for  a time  located  in  Jay  county,  Ind., 
and  next  given  a charge  at  Saint  John’s,  Mercer 
county,  Ohio.  He  was  next  placed  in  charge 
at  Winamac,  Pulaski  county,  Ind.,  was  the 
pastor  for  five  years,  and  there  he  built  a 
beautiful  church;  in  1885  he  was  transferred  to 
Minster,  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  where,  after 
another  ministration  of  five  years,  he  died  No- 
vember 25,  1890,  after  a faithful  service  of 
thirteen  years  to  his  church  and  its  people. 
Frederick  Xigsch,  another  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject and  one  of  the  three  that  came  to  Amer- 
ica. died  in  1873,  while  being  prepared  for  the 
priesthood. 

Rev.  Francis  Nigsch,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1866, 
and  entered  the  theological  seminary  at  Car- 
thagena, having  passed  through  the  classical 
course  in  his  native  land,  and  for  five  years 
was  under  tuition  and  discipline  for  the  priest- 
hood. I11  January,  1872,  he  was  ordained  by 
Archbishop  Purcell,  and  was  given  a charge  in 
Mercer  county,  Ohio,  which  he  retained  about 
eighteen  months.  His  next  charge  was  at 
Saint  Mary’s,  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
filled  his  sacred  office  for  seven  months,  and 
then  for  three  months  ministered  to  the  Hock 
at  Minster,  in  the  same  county,  as  assistant 
pastor.  The  next  year  was  passed  in  the  per- 
formance of  church  duties  in  Missouri,  and 
from  1875  to  1881  lie  had  the  arduous  charge 
of  the  congregation  at  Wapakoneta,  Auglaize 
county,  Ohio.  He  was  next  appointed  to  the 
pastorate  of  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  his 
present  charge,  where  he  has  done  much  to- 
w nil  improving  the  church  edifice  and  in 
strengthening  the  congregation,  the  member- 
ship of  the  latter  being  now  nearly  300  fam- 


ilies. The  reverend  father  is  progressive  and 
indefatigable  in  his  labors,  and  the  beneficial 
results  thereof  are  daily  made  apparent  111  the 
improved  condition  of  his  congregation,  the  in- 
creased beauty  of  the  church  building  interiorly 
and  exteriorly,  and  in  the  essential  fact  that 
he  has  succeeded  in  liquidating  the  church 
debt  of  upward  of  $14,000,  aside  from  raising 
quite  a large  sum  for  furnishing  the  sacred  edi- 
fice, amounting  probably  to  an  equal  sum. 
His  church  is  his  only  pride,  and  he  is  deserv- 
edly the  pride  of  his  congregation.  In  1889 
he  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  and  while 
there  visited  Rome  and  was  received  bv  Pope 
Leo  XIII,  on  June  23,  that  year 


AMUEL  H.  MYERS,  a retired  farmer 
and  prominent  and  influential  citizen 
of  Perry  township,  Putnam  countv, 
Ohio,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mar- 
garet (Wishart)  Myers,  is  a native  of  Perry 
township,  and  was  born  February  22,  1840.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in 
his  native  township,  in  the  old  log  school-house, 
and  on  April  14,  1862,  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Mercer,  who  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  August  1,  1842,  a daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Catherine  (Dillworth)  Mercer,  early  settlers 
of  the  state,  the  mother  being  now  a resident 
of  Williams  county.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely: 
Abraham  IE,  a farmer  of  Perry  township,  and 
proprietor  of  the  Cascade  Resort;  Margaret 
Catherine,  wife  of  George  Curtis,  and  Susanne, 
wife  of  A.  |.  Ladd,  the  husbands  of  both  these 
ladies  also  being  farmers  of  Perry  township. 

After  marriage  Samuel  II.  Myers  located 
on  a farm  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  and  for 
about  a year  he  ran  a canal  boat.  February 
15,  1864,  Mr.  Myers  enlisted  in  company  G, 
Fifty-fourth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  served 
for  eighteen  months,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
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charged  at  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  the  war  having  | 
come  to  a close.  He  took  part  in  fourteen 
regular  and  desperate  engagements,  beside  a 
number  of  sanguinary  skirmishes,  which,  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  war,  would  have  been  de- 
nominated battles.  Among  the  former  were 
those  at  Resaca,  Dallas,  Dalton,  Buzzard’s 
Roost,  Nickajack  Creek  (where  he  was  wounded 
in  the  hip  by  a fragment  of  shell,  from  which- 
wound  he  has  never  fully  recovered),  Big  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  Little  Kenesaw  Mountain  (July 
22),  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Fort  McAllister,  Ra- 
leigh, N.  C.,  Columbus,  S.  C,,  and  participated 
in  the  grand’review  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In 
February,  1 866,  Mr.  Myers  bought  his  present 
place  in  Perry  township,  formerly  his  father’s, 
having  husbanded  his  earnings  before  and  dur- 
ing the  -war.  He  had  this  land  cleared  and 
improved  and  engaged  in  farming,  calling  into 
play  his  accurate  knowledge  of  this  pursuit  and 
making  it  profitable.  He  then  for  three  years 
turned  his  attention  to  saw-milling  and  timber 
shipping,  and  for  four  years  was  interested  in 
quarrying— furnishing  stone  for  a number  of 
bridges.  During  these  periods  his  farming  was 
not  neglected,  but  was  held  under  his  own 
strict  supervision,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  land-owners  in  the  township,  and  also 
has  one  of  the  finest  home  residences  to  be  seen 
for  miles  around. 

In  politics  Mr.  Myers  is  a stanch  republican, 
and  by  that  party  has  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  township  trustee  and  to  a number  of 
minor  positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has  given  I 
the  utmost  satisfaction  to  the  public  and  filled 
with  credit  to  himself.  As  an  agriculturist,  and 
soc  ialistic  economist,  he  is  a member  of  Perry  J 
grange,  No.  567,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  j 
in  commemoration  1 if  the  ‘ * sieges  he  has  passed  j 
through,  ” is  a member  of  Wisoi  post,  No.  63,  ; 
(brand  Arm)  of  the  Republic.  His  views  in  1 
religious  matters  are  liberal,  and  he  freely  con- 
tributes to  tiie  support  of  all  denominations,  as  ! 

21 


well  as  to  all  educational  enterprises,  and  to 
every  well  designed  plan  for  the  benefit  of  his 
native  township  and  county,  and  has  thus 
deservedly  won  the  esteem  and  true  friendship 
of  each  and  every  man  and  woman  throughout 
the  broad  expanse  of  Perry  township. 


AMES  MYERS,  a skillful  and  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  September  7,  1833,  a son  of 
Daniel  aud  Dorcas  (Critten)  Myers,  the  for- 
mer also  a native  of  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
and  born  in  1 809. 

George  Myers,  father  of  Daniel  Myers 
above  mentioned,  was  a native  of  Virginia  of 
German  descent,  was  educated  in  the  German 
language  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Licking 
county,  Ohio.  He  married  Elizabeth  Horn, 

| of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  reared  a family  of 
! twelve  children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  viz: 
j David,  of  Auglaize  county;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
I Elliott,  of  Saint  John’s,  in  the  same  county; 
j Rhoda,  wife  of  James  Clutter,  and  Solomon, 
j both  of  Licking  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
j Myers  were  both  devoted  members  of  the 
- Christian  church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Myers 
! was  a democrat.  Daniel  Myers,  son  of  George, 
and  the  sixth  child  born  in  the  family  of 
twelve  above  mentioned,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  county  of  Licking,  and  be- 
came an  expert  agriculturist.  About  the  year 
1829  he  married  Dorcas  Critten,  who  was 
born  in  1812,  a daughter  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Johnson)  Critten.  Her  father,  James 
Critten,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  of  Irish  de- 
scent, and  held  a captain's  commission  in  the 
war  of  [812.  He  came  to  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  in  1839,  and  bought  a farm  in  the 
woods,  which,  like  the  other  sturdy  frontiers- 
man of  his  day,  he  transformed  into  a com- 
fortable home,  where  he  resided  until  his 
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death,  a member  of  the  Christian  church, 
about  the  year  1856,  and  a highly  honored 
citizen.  Daniel  Myers,  after  marriage,  lived 
in  Licking  county  until  1839,  when  he  brought 
his  family  to  Putnam  county,  bought  one  tract 
of  eighty  acres  and  entered  an  additional  tract 
of  forty  acres  of  uncleared  land,  built  a log 
cabin  and  proceeded,  after  the  custom  of  the 
day,  to  clear  up  a farm  from  the  wilderness,  in 
which  effort  he  met  with  success,  and  here 
passed  the  active  days  of  his  life  until  1874, 
when  he  retired  to  Columbus  Grove,  but  for 
the  latter  sixteen  years  of  his  life  made  his 
home  under  the  filial  roof  of  his  son  James, 
our  subject.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat, 
and  had  served  as  school  director  and  filled 
several  of  the  township  offices;  in  religion  he 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  church,  in 
which  he  filled  the  office  of  deacon  for  many 
years,  and  in  this  faith  he  died,  January  10, 
1894,  lamented  and  honored  by  a large  circle 
of  sincere  and  devoted  friends.  His  three 
children — all  that  were  born  to  their  marriage 
— were  named,  in  order  of  birth,  as  follows: 
George,  deceased;  James,  our  subject;  and 
Amanda,  wife  of  John  Dooley,  of  southern 
Missouri. 

James  Myers,  'the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Putnam 
county,  having  been  but  about  six  years  of  age 
when  brought  here  by  his  parents.  Here  he 
was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  in  1855, 
witli  Miss  Deborah  McDole,  who  was  born  in 
Beaver  county,  Pa.,  June  29,  1835,  a daugh- 
ter Matthew  and  Elizabeth  (Stewart)  McDole, 
of  whom  further  mention  will  immediately  he 
made.  To  the  prolific  marriage  of  James  anti 
Deborah  Myers  were  born  the  family  of  thirteen 
children,  viz:  Lli/abeth  C.,  wile  of  A.  May- 

bury,  of  Rockport,  Allen  county,  Ohio;  Mat- 
thew L.,  a fanner  of  Iowa;  Darnel  S.,  of  Pauld- 
ing county,  Ohio;  and  Mrs,  Dorcas  jane  Yan- 
deinark,  twin  sister  of  Daniel  S , of  Sugar 


Creek  township,  Putnam  county;  Sarah,  wife 
of  John  Streator;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Charles 
Clarke,  of  Marion  county;  Martha  F. , wife  of 
W.  Streator,  of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam 
county;  Mary  Alice,  wife  of  Stanley  Goodwin, 
of  Union  township;  Rosa,  who  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1890;  James  William,  Lillie  P.,  Emma 
B.,  and  Della  M.,  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Matthew  McDole,  the  father  of  Mr.;.  Myers, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  of  Irish  descent,  arm 
a son  of  Matthew  McDole,  a farmei  and  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Matthew,  the  son, 
had  also  volunteered  and  started  for  he  field, 
but  hostilities  had  closed  before  he  reached  th< 
front.  In  1837  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Myers 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Putnam  count}. 
Ohio,  whence  they  moved  to  Allen  c ■ ity  and 
purchased  land,  but  in  1850  returned  to  Put 
nam  county  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  Mr. 
Myers  now  resides,  but  which  was  then  in  tl: 
wilderness.  After  his  marriage,  however,  Mr 
Myers  first  bought  a tract  of  eighty  acres  in 
Union  township,  on  which  lie  lived  and  which 
cultivated  until  1873,  when  he  Settled  on  his 
present  farm,  as  stated.  In  1SS2  he  erected,: 
his  handsome  dwelling,  which  is  an  ornament 
to  the  neighborhood.  In  politics  Mr.  Myers  . 
a democrat,  and  has  served  as  township 
trustee  for  several  years;  lie,  with  his  wife  aw 
children,  is  a member  of  the  Christian  church, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  a deacon.  He  w 
one  of  the  most  progressive  farnn  m of  the 
township,  and  has  made  his  mark  as  a good 
sound,  substantial  citizen,  and  lias  won  the 
warm  regard  of  all  classes. 


OLOMON  MYERS,  Jr.,  sop  >(  Solo- 
mon, Sr.,  and  a brother  ol  John  E 
was  born  111  Greciisburg  township, 
Putnam  comity,  Ohio,  May  20,  1850, 
and  was  given  a good  common-school  educu 
tion  near  home,  lie  lived  on  his  father's  farm 
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until  1881,  when  he  married  Angeline  Guyton, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  township  in  1857 
and  there  spent  her  childhood  days.  Her 
father,  William  Guyton,  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  her  mother,  Polly  (Burkhart)  Guv- 
ton,  was  born  in  eastern  Ohio,  near  the  Penn- 
sylvania line.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  Myers 
and  his  young  wife  settled  on  his  father’s  farm  I 
in  Ottawa  township  and  farmed  on  it  for  two 
years,  when  the)'  moved  to  the  farm  where 
they  now  live,  and  which  at  that  time  was  still 
uncleared  Mr.  Myers  built  himself  a house 
and  then  proceeded  to  clear  a away  the  heavy 
timber.  Soon  he  had  converted  the  dreary 
forest  land  into  a fine  farm  and  he  has  con- 
tinued to  improve  it,  ditching  it  thoroughly  and 
putting  good  buildings  on  it.  lie  has  been 
very  successful  as  a farmer  and  is  an  enterpris- 
ing citizen,  being  in  politics  a republican.  His 
family  consists  of  three  children,  viz:  Mary, 

born  July  4,  1883;  Stella,  deceased,  and  Ar- 
thur, who  was  born  November  13,  1 889. 


DWARD  NEUTER,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  industrious  young 
farmers  of  Perry  township,  Putnam 
county,  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  Neufer,  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
bounty,  Ohio,  January  1,  1859.  His  father 
jorn  in  Maryland,  and  had  there  lived  on  a 
arm.  Five  other  children  blessed  this  union, 
/iz:  Calvin  and  Henry,  living  in  Kansas;  John, 
iving  in  Pen  v township;  Fiorina,  living  some- 
vhere  in  the  west,  and  Edward,  the  youngest 
mil  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  was  left  an  ! 
irphan  b)  the  death  ol  both  parents  when  he  1 
vas  but  one  year  old. 

Edward  Neufer  was  reared  on  the  farm  of 
'rank  Denar  in  Franklin  county,  and  given  a 
aireducatii  u m the  common  schools  of  the 
eighborhood  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  with  a 


courage  rarely  seen  in  one  so  young, he  left  the 
' kind  home  which  had  sheltered  him  during  his 
1 childhood,  and  resolutely  braved  the  world 
and  began  an  independent  life  as  a day  laborer 
and  farm  hand,  determined  to  make  the  most 
of  life  and  to  take  this  seeming  early  misfor- 
tune cheerfully.  He  prospered,  and  on  De- 
cember 11,  1879,  he  married  Mary,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Wilcox;  Davis,  and 
born  in  Franklin  county,  March  5,  1861. 

After  their  marriage  the  happy  and  ambitious 
couple  went  upon  a rented  farm  in  Franklin 
county  and  worked  hard,  from  early  to  late, 
for  ten  years,  and  by  1889  they  had  prospered 
so  well  that  they  were  able  to  buy  a piece  of 
timber  in  Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  and 
there  moved  his  wife  and  family,  which  then 
consisted  of  four  children — Minnie,  born  in 
October,  1880;  Clara,  born  February  5,  1883, 
and  died  when  eight  years  old;  Allie,  born  No- 
vember 11,  1885;  and  Ottie,  born  September 
j 15,  1887.  He  set  resolutely  to  work  to  clear 
the  farm  which  he  had  just  purchased,  and  as 
time  passed  he  could  gradually,  but  surely  see, 
as  a result  of  his  industry,  a fine  farm  forming 
itself  out  of  what  had  but  a short  time  before 
been  a dense  forest.  He  cleared  sixty  acres  of 
the  land,  and  has  ever  since  kept  it  in  an  ex- 
! cellent  state  of  cultivation.  Here  three  more 
I children  have  been  added  to  his  family — Stella, 

I born  March  23,  1890;  Addie,  born  March  13, 

| 1893,  and  one,  Clara,  who  has  been  taken 
away  from  the  happy  family. 

Mr.  Neufer,  besides  farming  Ins  land,  raises 
fine  stock,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
both  callings.  He  is  essentially  a self-made 
man,  and  can  truthfully  say  that  what  he  ow  ns 
is  the  result  of  his  own  perseverance  and  in- 
dustry, and,  though  he  started  out  in  the 
world  with  nothing  but  his  indomitable  courage 
and  industry,  he  now  can  point  to  much,  the 
result  of  faithfulness  in  little  things,  out  of 
! which  have  come  great  things.  lb  is  a liberal 
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and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  respected  anti 
honored  by  all  for  his  thrift  and  uprightness. 
In  politics  he  is  a democrat. 


HMOS  NICHOLS,  son  of  Edward  and 
Margaret  (Ervin)  Nichols,  is  a native 
of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  October  7,  1850,  Edward 

Nichols  having  been  a resident  of  Putnam 
county  since  1836  and  dying  in  18(13.  Amos, 
our  subject,  has  passed  all  his  life  in  Union 
township,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  where  lie  was  educated  in  the  old- 
fashioned  log  school-house.  January  7,  1872, 
he  married  Miss  Martha  E.  Hayden,  who  is 
also  a native  of  Putnam  county,  born  May  22, 
1854,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Louisa 
(Brothers)  Hayden,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  who 
settled  in  Putnam  county  in  1848;  here  Mrs. 
Louisa  Hayden  died  in  1858,  Mr.  Hayden  re- 
marrying. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayden  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Lydia  J., 

wife  of  B.  F.  Erwin,  of  Pleasant  township; 
Caroline,  wife  of  I).  Salyards,  of  Iowa;  Isaiah, 
Nathaniel  and  Hester  A.,  deceased;  Eli,  of 
Nebraska;  Martha,  wife  of  Mr.  Nichols,  and 
Sarah  E.,  deceased.  The  children  born  to 
Amos  and  Martha  E.  Nichols  were  eleven  in 
number  and  were  born  in  the  following  order: 
Lucinda,  wife  of  Phineas  Shane,  of  Vaughns- 
ville;  Clark  and  Alvin,  farmers,  at  home;  Mina 
May,  also  at  home;  Gilbert  L. . aged  fifteen 
years;  Hannah,  aged  eleven,  attending  school ; 
Grover  C.,  Edward,  Elmer,  Ethel  and  Hazel. 
Mr.  Nichols  bought  the  farm  he  now  occupies 
shortly  after  or  just  about  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage', and  through  hard  work  and  incessant 
industry  cleared  it  from  the  woods,  and  con- 
verted it  into  one  of  the  most  productive  and 
elegant  pieces  of  farming  land  in  the  county. 
In  1888  he  erected  his  present  commodious 


and  convenient  dwelling,  and  he  has  also  im- 
proved his  place  with  all  requisite  barns  and  out- 
buildings, of  modern  and  improved  construc- 
tion. He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  in- 
telligent farmers  of  the  township  and  has 
served  as  a school  director,  but  he  has  never 
sought  public  office  either  as  a matter  of  am- 
bition or  for  the  emolument  pertaining  thereto 
H’e  is  a genial  neighbor  and  a public-spirited 
citizen,  taking  a broad  and  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  county  which  has  always 
been  his  home,  is  a kind  husband,  and  an  in- 
dulgent father,  as  well  as  faithful  friend. 


OSEPH  NIENBERG,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  Glandorf,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  has  been  a resident  < 
the  place  since  1858,  having  c<>  ne  here 
when  a lad  of  fifteen  years.  He  was  born  11 
Minster,  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  September 
13,  1843,  a son  of  B.  Id.  and  Angela  (Sprehe 
Nienberg,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  were 
married  in  Minster,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
was  a dry-goods  and  general  merch  it,  and 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  about  sixty  years 
and  his  wife  in  1892,  when  upwards  f seven- 
ty-nine years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  viz:  Mary,  widow  of  Henry 

Luckman;  Joseph,  our  subject;  William,  a 
merchant  of  Minster;  Annie,  deceased  wife  o: 
August  Stechschulte:  Agnes,  decease:!  wife  of 
William  Rampe;  of  Ottawa,  and  Bernardina, 
deceased  wife  of  Barnard  Miners. 

Joseph  Nienberg,  our  subject,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Minster  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  Glandorf  and  learnt  ' 
the  tinner's  trade;  at  which  he  was  employed 
four  years,  when  lu:  went  to  C incinnati,  Ohit 
where  he  worketl  two  years,  and  tin  o>turned 
to  Glandorf  and  operated  a tin  shop  one  yea: 
He  then  formed  a partnership,  at  Ottawa, 
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with  Mr.  Stechschulte  in  the  manufacture  of 
furniture  and  operated  a foundry  for  about 
four  years,  when  Mr.  Neinberg  re-embarked 
in  the  tinner's  trade  until  1875,  when  he  | 
opened  a general  merchandise  store,  but  still 
continued  to  operate  his  tin  shop.  In  March, 
1893,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Joseph 
Thome  in  the  hardware  and  tinware  business 
combined,  under  the  firm  name  of  Joseph 
Thome  N Co.,  but  still  retained  his  general 
store,  where  his  stock  is  replete  with  every- 
thing usually  found  in  similar  establishments, 
while  the  immense  hardware  concern  is  the 
only  store  of  that  character  in  the  town.  In 
his  politics  Mr.  Nienberg  is  a democrat.  He 
was  the  first  postmaster  of  Glandorf,  and  held  ! 
the  office  for  fourteen  years;  he  is  the  present 
treasurer  and  a member  of  the  school  board; 
also  treasurer  of  Glandorf  corporation;  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Glandorf  Building  & Loan  as- 
sociation, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders, 
and  has  always  been  a live  wide-awake  citizen, 
quick  to  discern  what  was  for  the  public  good, 
and  prompt  to  carry  into  effect  any  measure 
that  his  financial  contributions  could  promote. 

Mr.  Nienberg  has  been  twice  married;  first, 
in  1865,  in  Glandorf,  to  Miss  Anna  Kemper, 
who  was  born  in  the  town,  and  died  in  1880; 
secondly,  he  married,  in  1881,  Miss  Veronica 
Thome,  who  is  also  a native  of  Glandorf,  and 
to  this  union  have  been  born  six  children,  viz: 
Bernard  A.,  Harry  H.,  Joseph  F.,  Edward, 
Oscar  and  Mary.  The  parents  are  members 
of  Saint  John’s  Catholic  courch,  and  socially 
are  much  respected.  Mr.  Nienberg  is  a self- 
made  man,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  term  is 
usually  used,  having  been  a close  applicant  to 
business  ever  since:  he  began  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder;  he  has  always  been  quick  to  per- 
ceive opportunities  for  advancing  his  interests 
as  they  presented  themselves,  and  these  good 
qualities  ot  the  business  man  have  been  fully 
recognized,  by  an  appreciative  public. 


aHARLES  C.  NUTTER,  a native-born 
farmer  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  young 
business  men  of  Leipsic,  is  the  fourth 
son  in  the  family  born  to  Clement  and  Cor- 
delia (Hitchcock)  Nutter.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Thomas  Nutter,  w'as  a native  of  Dela- 
ware, of  Irish -parentage,  and  died  at  his  home 
near  Dover,  the  capital  of  the  state. 

Clement  Nutter,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Delaware,  near  Dover,  in  1813,  wras 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  1834  came  to 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Fairfield  county,  wffiere 
he  resided  until  1844,  when  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  selected  eighty  acres  in  Blanchard 
township  for  a homestead,  and  subsequently 
purchased  lands  until  his  acreage  reached 
1,000  acres;  of  this  he  cleared  and  placed 
under  cultivation  about  500  acres,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  wide-awake  agri- 
! culturists  the  country  ever  knew.  He  was  a 
I whig  and  then  a republican  in  politics,  but  was 
never  an  office  seeker  on  any  occasion.  He 
died  in  peace  and  tranquility  on  his  homestead 
in  Blanchard  township  in  1877.  an  honored 
citizen  and  a deeply  mourned  husband  and 
father.  His  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in 
Fairfield  county,  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  William  H.,  Sarah  A. 

(Mrs.  David  Worden),  Blythe  G.,  John  W., 
Charles  G.  (our  subject),  Ansel  (deceased), 
Jane  (deceased),  Rebecca  C.  (Mrs.  Isaac 
Baker)  and  Elvira  (Mrs.  Louis  Clark). 

Charles  C.  Nutter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  on  the  homestead  in  Blanchard  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  May  1 1 , 1850; 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  was 
reared  to  farming,  inheriting  the  homestead  at 
his  father’s  death.  To  this  farm  he  added  ten 
acres  and  continued  the  cultivation  of  the 
ninety  acres  until  1878,  when  he  purchased 
I his  present  farm  of  100  acres  in  Van  Buren 
] township,  which  he  has  cleared,  ditched  and 
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placed  under  an  admirable  state  of  cultivation 
as  well  as  improved  with  first-class  buildings. 
In  1890  he  purchased  the  tile  factory  at  Leip- 
sic,  established  by  George  Lewis  in  1885,  and 
which  comprises  five  acres  of  land,  with  a 
building  20  x 220  feet,  connected  with  a wing 
20  x 1 10  feet,  and  operated  by  a twenty-horse- 
power engine  inclosed  in  a house  20x25  feet; 
the  tile  manufactured  is  from  three  and  one- 
half  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  out- 
put is  12,000  tile  daily;  his  brick-kiln  has  a 
capacity  of  15,000  daily  and  is  fitted  with  the 
latest  improved  machinery,  giving  employment 
constantly  to  eight  men. 

In  1895  Mr.  Nutter  was  the  chief  factor  in 
establishing  the  Leipsic  Creamery  company,  of 
which  he  was  the  president;  an  office  he  still 
holds,  the  other  officers  and  stockholders  being 
as  follows:  I).  A.  Fouck,  secretary;  Isaac 

Levarson,  treasurer;  William  Hasselman,  Fred 
Schroder,  B.  F.  Myer,  Eli  Buckland,  H.  D. 
Mack  and  A.  Newmier,  directors.  The  build- 
ing is  45  x 50  feet  and  the  machinery  is  com-  I 
plete  in  every  detail,  operated  by  a six-horse- 
power engine  with  a twelve-horse  boiler,  and  a 
capacity  of  20,000  pounds  milk  daily,  giving 
constant  employment  to  two  men. 

Mr.  Nutter  was  most  happily  married  No- 
vember 23,  1871,  to  Miss  Elmira  E.,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Oren,  of  Blanchard  township,  and 
this  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  following 
children:  Bertha  G.  (deceased),  Oren  C., 

Putnam  C.,  Leroy  D.,  Charles  E.  and  Dean 
Me.  In  politics  Mr.  Nutter  is  a republican 
and  has  filled  the  office  of  township  trustee. 
With  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  Protestant 
Methodist  church  of  Blanchard  township,  and 
the  social  standing  of  the  family  is  with  the 
best  people  of  the  township  and  county.  Al- 
though a comparatively  young  man,  Mr.  Nutter 
has  manifested  amazing  business  qualifications 
that  have  led  to  an  undeniable  success  in  all 
his  undertakings,  and  he  is  a citizen  well 


worthy  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
throughout  Blanchard  and  surrounding  town- 
ships. 


ERHARD  H.  OTTE,  prominent  as  a 
citizen  of  Ottoville,  Monterey  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
May  13,  1834,  on  his  father’s  farm, 
near  Osnabruck,  Germany.  His  father,  also 
named  Gerhard,  was  the  owner  of  fifty-six 
acres  of  land  in  Hanover,  which  has  been  in 
the  family  for  generations  and  on  winch  he 
passed  all  his  life.  He  married  Agnes  Barlag, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  children,  in 
the  following  order:  Gerhard  IE,  Agnes, 

Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Henry,  Joseph,  Mary  E. 
and  George.  He  was  a devout  Catholic,  and 
died  in  that  faith  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  Of  the  above  children,  Gerhard  H. 
and  Joseph  came  to  America. 

Gerhard  H.  Otte  received  a good  common- 
I school  education  in  Germany,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  sailed  from  Bremen,  and  after 
a tedious  voyage  of  eight  weeks  and  three  days 
landed  in  New  York  in  June,  1851.  He  im- 
mediately repaired  to  Albany  via  a Hudson 
river  steamer,  in  company  with  his  second 
cousin,  Henry  Escli,  who  later  located  in  Ot- 
tawa, Ohio,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Germany.  From  Albany  the  young  man  went 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  via  the  Erie  canal,  thence  via 
the  lake  to  Erie,  Pa.,  then  by  canal  to  Beaver, 
Pa.,  and  then  via  the  Ohio  river,  reachc  1 Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  finally  reached  section  No. 
10,  at  Delphos,  on  the  Miami  & Erie  canal. 
A few  days  later  he  came  to  Ottoville,  and  in 
the  hitter  part  of  the  year  Mr.  Otte  settled  on 
section  No.  16,  in  Monterey  township.  He 
first  engaged  in  driving  an  ox  team  and  haul- 
ing logs,  as  the  county  was  all  woods.  Being 
unacclimatcd,  he  was  seized  with  fever  and 
ague  and  was  compelled  to  retire  to  Delphos. 
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On  partial  recovery  he  began  working  in  a ' 
cooper  shop  in  Delphos,  learned  the  trade  and 
followed  it  for  nine  vcars,  and  then  retired  to  , 
Ottoville.  where,  in  i860,  he  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile trade,  and  was  one  of  the  first  merchants 
of  that  town,  H.  \Y.  Beckman  alone  having 
preceded  him.  Mr.  Otte  at  once  formed  a 
partnership  with  Matthias  Winkleman,  but, 
in  1887,  Mr.  Winkleman  sold  his  interest  in 
the  business,  and  Mr.  Otte  held  control  until 
(891,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired  from  active 
life,  after  an  experience  of  over  thirty  years  in 
the  conduct  of  mercantile  affairs. 

Mr.  Otte  has  always  clung  to  the  religious 
faith  of  lbs  ancestors,  who  had  been  Roman 
Catholics  for  generations,  and  is  one  of  the 
councihnen  of  St.  Mary’s  Immaculate  church 
and  was  a member  of  the  building  committee 
on  the  erection  of  the  present  edifice.  I11  poli- 
tics Mr.  Otto  is  a democrat,  and  was  appointed 
tli e second  postmaster  of  Ottoville,  by  Presi- 
dent Buchanan — his  parner,  Mr  Winkleman, 
being  the  first  appointed,  and  after  the  death 
of  that  gentleman,  who  had  served  a second 
time,  about  1880,  Mr.  Otte  was  again  ap- 
pointed and  held  the  office  until  1893.  He  is 
an  honored  and  trusted  citizen  and  for  thirty 
years  has  filled  the  office  of  township  treasurer 
and  for  six  years  lias  been  a notary  public. 
During  the  war  he  was  a member  of  the  home 
guards  and  was  billeted  at  Camp  Lucas,  Ohio 

Mr.  Otte  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  Wurst,  who  was  born  in  1842,  in  Craw- 
lord  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Annie  (Kccver)  \\  urst,  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
but  earlv  settlers  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio. 
The  result  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Otte  was  ten 
children,  viz:  Joseph  S.,  John  P.,  Annie  A., 

Mary  ( .,  Girard  IT.  Lizzie  L.,  Louis  W. . 
Ferdinand  W.,  Leo  J.  C.,  and  William  M , 
all  born  in  Oitovillc.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  laid  to  rest  March  26,  1891.  She  was 
a loving  wife,  an  indulgent  mother,  a woman 
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of  many  good  qualities  and  a devout  member 
of  the  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Otte  is  a gentle- 
man whose  integrity  has  never  been  doubted, 
and  who  is  honored  for  the  part  he  has  taken 
in  building  up  the  town  in  which  he  lives,  and 
is  esteemed  for  his  just  life  and  charitable  dis- 
position, and  for  his  genial  and  friendly  tem- 
perament. 


AVID  F.  OWENS  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  most  successful  young 
agriculturists  of  Monroe  township, 
owning  a fine  farm  which  is  eligibly 
located,  the  soil  brought  to  a good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  the  farm  buildings  of  that  style 
of  architecture  amply  indicative  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  character  of  the  proprietor.  John 
B.  Owens,  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Whales  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  married  and  settled 
in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  This  was  m an 
early  day,  and  he  possessed  himself  of  a tract 
of  new  land,  which  was  soon  converted  into  a 
good  home.  He  altenvard  sold  his  property 
and  removed  to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  where 
the  couple  lived  until  their  death.  His  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Strame,  and  both 
were  prominently  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church.  Mr.  Owens,  politically,  was  a Jack- 
sonian democrat,  and  was  a man  of  inlluence 
and  respectability. 

Our  subject’s  father,  also  named  John  B. 
Owens,  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  January 
26,  1817.  After  attaining  to  manhood  he  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  but  was  also  known  as  a 
most  successful  teacher,  he  having  followed 
that  profession  for  many  years  in  Trumbull, 
Guernsey  and  Putnam  counti'-s.  He  was  a 
man  of  rare  intelligence,  and  pursued  a wide 
course  of  reading,  thus  ever  keeping  fully 
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abreast  with  the  times.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rachel  Spencer,  who  was  born  in 
Guernsey  county,  February  1 6,  1832,  being  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Sevin)  Spencer, 
early  pioneers  of  Guernsey  county.  Our  sub- 
ject’s parents  were  blessed  with  five  children, 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  William 

Fickle;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  William  Gallispie; 
David  F.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Amanda, 
wife  of  David  Grant;  and  Ida  C.  The  parents 
lived  in  Guernsey  county  until  1873,  when  they 
moved  to  Putnam  county,  settling  in  Monroe 
township,  where  they  have  developed  a fine 
eighty-acre  farm.  They  were  industrious  peo- 
ple and  prominent  in  church  and  Sunday- 
school  work.  The  father  died  February  15, 
1890,  and  the  mother  still  resides  upon  the  old 
farm. 

David  F.  Owens,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Guernsey  county,  the  date  of  his  nativity  being 
Feburary  1,  1855.  He  was  only  nine  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  to  this  county, 
and  he  has  ever  since  mude  this  place  his  home, 
following  the  vocation  of  farming.  Febuary 
16,  1881,  he  led  to  the  hymeneal  alter  Miss  Ida 
M.  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  this  township 
September  15*  1863.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Martha  A.  (Butler)  Gilbert,  Mr.  Gil- 
bert being  deceased.  They  were  prominent 
and  respected  members  of  the  farming  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived,  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Disciples’  Church,  and  both 
were  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  a model  one  of 
1 2 1 acres,  and  makes  a most  comfortable 
home.  He  is  a strong  democrat,  and  has  been 
honored  with  positions  of  trust  within  the  gift 
of  the  people.  He  has  tilled  one  term  of  town- 
ship trustee,  and  the  second  term  of  his  in- 
cumbency of  the  office  of  township  ssessor  is 
now  being  completed  by  him.  He  is  socially 
very  popular,  and  fraternally  is  a member  of 
Gakwood  lodge,  No.  737,  Independent  Order 


of  Odd  Fellows,  while  both  he  and  wife  are 
charter  members  of  Monroe  grange,  No.  376, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  master. 


a APT.  NOAH  W.  OGAN,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  residing  on  his  farm  in  the 
edge  of  Columbus  Grove,  was  born 
on  a farm  in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  near  P'ort 
William,  on  October  3,  1821.  His  parents 
were  Peter  and  Jane  (Jenkins)  Ogan,  the  for- 
mer being  a native  of  England  and  the  latter 
of  Wales.  Peter  Ogan  came  to  America  when 
a boy,  his  parents  settling  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  wife  also  came  over  with  her  parents  when 
she  was  young,  and  she  likewise  was  reared  in 
the  Keystone  skate. 

The  parents  were  married  in  Pennsylvania 
and  removed  from  that  state  to  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  for  about 
ten  years.  From  Belmont  count)'  they  re- 
moved to  Greene  county,  and  in  1834  they 
came  to  Putnam  county  and  located  on  a farm 
in  section  No.  35,  Pleasant  township.  When 
they  came  to  this  locality  there  were  but  few 
settlers  here,  there  being  no  roads  save  those 
blazed  out  through  the  timber.  They  con- 
tinued to  live  in  the  township  the  balance  of 
their  lives,  the  mother  dying  about  1840  and’ 
the  father  about  1870,  both  being  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  There  were 
thirteen  children  born  to  the  parents,  five  sons 
and  eight  daughters,  twelve  of  whom  were 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Of  these 
children  our  subject  was  the  tenth  in  number, 
and  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Greene  and 
Putnam  counties. 

Noah  W.  Ogan,  when  about  sixteen  years 
of  age,  became  dissatisfied,  and  left  home, 
remaining  away  about  four  years,  putting  in 
that  period  working  m different  parts  oi  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Michigan,  woiking  on  farms. 
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During  this  time  he  attended  school  somewhat, 
during  the  winter  months,  chopping  wood  for 
his  board  while  going  to  school.  Returning 
home  on  a visit,  he  remained  in  Putnam  county, 
working  around  at  various  kinds  of  work,  prin- 
cipally on  farms,  but  did  not  live  with  his  par- 
ents. He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
which  he  continued  for  about  one  and  a half 
years,  when  he  concluded  to  abandon  that  pro- 
fession, as  his  observations  were  that  physicians 
were  not  very  prosperous.  Previous  to  this  he 
had  purchased  a tract  of  160  acres  of  land  in 
Pleasant  township,  making  the  first  payment 
on  the  land  with  money  he  had  earned  during 
the  four  years  he  was  away  from  home,  and 
he  now  went  to  work  clearing  up  his  farm, 
which  he.  continued  several  years.  He  then 
determined  he  would  be  a lawyer  by  profes- 
sion, and  getting  hold  of  some  law  books,  he 
read  them,  and  in  i860  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Kalida,  and  practiced  until  the  war 
came  on.  During  the  summer  of  1 86 1 he 
he  raised  a company  in  and  around  Columbus 
Grove  and  took  them  to  Camp  Dick  Robinson, 
he  having  been  commissioned  captain  as  soon 
as  he  had  raised  the  company.  This  became 
company  k,  of  the  Fourteenth  regiment  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  Col.  Steadman  (afterward 
a general)  commanding.  The  regiment  be- 
came a part  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 
The  first  engagement  of  the  company  was  at 
Wild  Cat,  Ky,,  and  their  next  fight  of  any 
consequence  was  at  Mill  Springs,  Ky.  They 
were  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  Shiloh,  and  later 
at  Corinth,  and  then  in  Alabama.  Next  they 
were  in  and  around  Nashville,  Tenn.,  thence 
after  Bragg  up  through  Kentucky  toward  Louis- 
ville. They  were  at  Stone  river  and  other 
points  in  middle  Tennessee,  and  then  over  into 
east  Tennessee  to  Chattanooga.  He  was  at 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  there  had  a 
most  remarkable  experience.  For  several  da\s 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Cap- 


tain Ogan  had  been  ill  and  unable  to  march, 
and  when  the  battle  began  he  was  lying  sick 
in  an  ambulance  about  half  a mile  from  the 
line'of  battle.  As  soon  as  he  saw  the  wounded 
being  brought  to  the  rear,  some  of  whom  were 
from  his  own  company,  he  buckled  on  his  own 
sword,  and,  jumping  out  of  the  ambulance, 
started  for  h-is  regiment,  but  not  knowing  its 
exact  location  brought  up  with  the  Thirty-first 
Ohio  regiment,  then  in  line  of  battle.  The 
line  was  demoralized  and  in  a bad  shape,  and 
the  captain  began  encouraging  them,  getting 
order  restored,  and  soon  ordered  an  advance, 
he  taking  the  lead.  The  enemy  made  a charge 
about  that  time,  and  he,  being  in  the  advance 
of  the  line,  walked  right  into  the  line  of 
the  enemy  before  he  knew  it,  or  before  even 
the  enemy  realized  it.  Finding  himself 
thus  inside  the  enemy’s  lines,  with  death  or 
imprisonment  facing  him,  he  determined  to 
make  his  escape  or  die  in  the  attempt.  See- 
ing a line  of  the  enemy  standing  not  far  distant 
he  approached  them  and  very  coolly  informed 
the  captain  that  the  Union  forces  had  been  re- 
inforced during  the  night,  and  in  a few  min- 
utes they  would  begin  shelling  the  woods  where 
they  were  standing.  He  told  the  rebel  captain 
that  he  did  not  want  to  see  too  many  men 
slaughtered,  and  advised  them  to  withdraw. 
This  they  did,  the  line  falling  back.  Capt. 
Ogan  continued  on  in  hopes  of  finding  an  op- 
portunity of  escaping  or  of  hiding  himself, 
when  he  ran  into  another  line  of  the  enemy. 
He  approached  the  captain  and  told  him  the 
same  story  he  had  to  the  other  captain,  and 
this  second  line  fell  back.  A third  line  was 
encountered,  and  again  the  captain  told  his 
story,  but  this  rebel  captain  did  not  believe 
him  and  ordered  him  to  surrender.  The  cap- 
tain demurred,  and  told  the  rebel  there  was 
j no  need  of  his  surrendering,  for  they  were  all 
I surrounded  by  Union  soldiers,  and  in  a few 
I minutes  more  would  be  captured.  But  the 
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Johnny  captain  insisted  on  Ids  surrendering, 
and  he  gave  up  his  sword,  after  which  two 
soldiers  were  detailed  to  escort  him  to  Gen. 
Bragg’s  headquarters.  While  being  marched 
along  in  front  of  the  two  soldiers,  some  of  the 
time  at  double-quick,  he  was  turning  over  in 
his  mind  various  plans  for  escape,  as  he  was 
still  determined  to  escape  or  die  in  the  attempt. 
He  had  about  decided  to  make  a sudden  stop 
while  on  the  double-quick,  thus  compelling  the 
soldiers  to  pass  by  him,  when  he  would  grab 
the  musket  from  one,  bayonet  the  other,  and 
then  shoot  the  unarmed  one,  when  he  spied 
what  he  supposed  was  the  Federal  army  lying 
down.  A second  look,  however,  showed  him 
that  instead  of  it  being  a line  of  battle  it  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  dead  and 
wounded  from  what  had  once  been  the  line  of 
battle.  His  plan  was  formed  in  an  instant, 
and  calling  out  sharp  and  quick  to  his  captors 
to  halt,  he  demanded  of  one  of  them  to  give 
him  his  gun.  This  the  bewildered  soldier  did, 
whereupon  the  other  guard  asked  what  he 
should  do  with  his  gun.  “Throw  it  down,” 
commanded  the  captain;  then  he  took  his 
sword  from  the  one  who  was  carrying  it  to 
Gen.  Bragg,  and  buckling  it  on,  took  up  the 
gun  and  commanded  the  two  guards  to  “ about 
face,”  and  back  he  started  them  on  the  track 
they  had  iirst  come  over.  Soon  he  ran  across 
two  stragglers,  and  ordered  them  to  fall  in  and 
march  on,  and  soon  was  in  sight  of  the  line  of 
battle  that  had  taken  him  prisoner.  When  he 
was  within  about  seventy-five  yards  from  this 
line  lie  commanded  oblique  in  a very  loud  tone 
of  command,  and  marched  them  up  to  a small 
squad  of  rebels,  whom  he  ordered  to  “fall  in 

and  be quick  about  it,  as  he  was  in  a 

hurry;”  with  his  squad,  then  comprising  ten 
men,  he  double-quicked  into  his  own  lines,  at 
about  the  same  place  he  had  left  them,  all  of 
this  in  plain  view  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle. 
It  occurred  to  the  captain,  when  he  saw  his 


move  was  going  to  be  successful,  to  stop  and 
take  in  the  enemy  that  had  taken  him  pre- 
viously, and  he  could  no  doubt  have  done  it, 
but  on  second  thought  he  concluded  he  w'as 
doing  well  enough  in  escaping  with  his  ten  pris- 
oners and  his  own  life,  so  did  not  attempt  the 
bold  scheme  of  capturing  alone  a full  company. 
The  captain  was  warmly  congratulated  upon 
his  feat,  and  was  urged  to  let  an  application 
for  a medal  be  made,  but  this  he  refused. 

The  captain  took  part  both  days  in  the 
fighting  at  Chickamauga;  afterward  he  was  at 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  was  in 
the  battle  at  Ghattanooga.  After  the  Chatta- 
nooga campaign,  the  regiment  ofwhi'  a Capt. 
Ogan  was  a member  was  furloughed  home 
in  January,  returning  in  March,  lStCi,  and 
joining  the  forces  at  Ringgold,  Ga.,with  Sher- 
man. At  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  before  Si  wman’s 
army  had  gotten  into  Atlanta,  Capt.  Ogan 
w'as  wounded  in  the  left  arm  above  tic  elbow 
with  a minie  ball,  which  necessitated  amputa- 
tion. The  same  night  his  arm  was  taken  off 
he  rode  in  an  ambulance  fifteen  mill  - to  the 
rear,  and  next  day  he  went  with  the  army  into 
Atlanta.  He  was  in  the  hospital  at  Atlanta 
from  the  time  he  was  wounded  until  about  the 
middle  of  October.  When  the  army  started 
on  its  march  to  the  sea,  Capt.  Ogan  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service,  and  with  the  wounded 
and  sick  started  on  the  return  to  Chattanooga. 
Before  they  had  gone  far  up  the  railroad  to- 
ward Chattanooga  they  found  the  track  torn 
np  in  front,  and  attempted  to  return,  but  found 
themselves  in  a trap.  He  then  undertook  to 
escape  in  the  confusion,  but  was  captured. 
With  others  he  was  taken  to  Andersonville 
prison,  but,  being  an  officer,  he  was  not  con- 
fined there,  though  about  800  men  captured 
with  him  were  imprisoned.  Instead,  he  was 
taken  to  Columbia  S.  C.,  and  was  there 
about  one  aiid  a hail  months  Thence  he  was 
taken  to  Charleston  where  he  w as  held  as  a 
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prisoner  one  day  and  two  nights,  at  which  time 
he  was  exchanged  and  went  aboaid  one  of  the 
government  boats,  then  in  the  harbor  at  Charles- 
ton, and  was  brought  north,  the  vessel  car- 
rying him  up  Chesapeake  bay,  to  Annapolis, 
from  which  place  he  went  to  Washington,  D. 
C.,  thence  to  his  home,  reaching  there  on  the 
25-th  of  December,  1S64.  Alter  the  was  closed 
Capt.  Ogan  ran  a warehouse  in  Columbus 
Grove  for  a couple  of  years  and  then  moved 
on  his  farm,  where  he  lived  about  two  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Columbus  Grove  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law,  at  which  he  con- 
tinued until  about  1885,  when  he  retired  from 
active  practice  and  has  since  resided  on  his 
farm  near  town,  where  he  has  forty-one  acres 
handsomely  improved.  Capt.  Ogan  also  owns 
several  other  farms  in  Putnam  county — alto- 
gether some  700  acres  of  improved  and  unim- 
proved land.  He  also  owns  two  large  brick 
business  rooms  on  High  street,  Columbus 
Grove,  and  the  property  occupied  by  the  City 
Hotel  and  the  same  street.  For  several  years 
Copt.  Ogan  was  revenue  assessor  of  Putnam 
county  and  was  also  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  office  he  held  a year  and  then 
resigned.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  republican. 

In  1848  Capt.  Ogan  was  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  A.  Custer,  who  was  born  in  Tusca- 
rawas county,  Ohio,  and  proved  herself  a true 
helpmate.  She  was  called  to  the  home  be- 
yond in  1868,  leaving  two  children,  viz:  J.  S. 
Ogan,  an  attorney  of  Ottawa,  and  Jenny,  now 
the  wife  of  D.  A.  Hemley,  of  Columbus  Grove. 
In  1875  Capt.  Ogan  was  married  to  Emma 
Elliott,  the  daughter  of  John  Elliott,  deceased, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  now  living — Serretus 
\V.,  and  Silas  Jenkins,  both  at  home.  Capt. 
Ogan  and  wife  are  known  as  benevolent  and 
enterprising  citizens,  being  at  all  times  ready 
to  lend  a helping  hand  to  all  charitable  and 
worthy  demands. 


ULXUS  S.  OGAN,  who  is  prominent 
among  the  successful  members  of  the 
Ottawa  bar  and  is  the  senior  of  the  law 
firm  of  Handy  & Ogan,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  this 
city  since  1883.  Mr.  Ogan  is  a native  of  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  born  January  9,  1850,  a 
son  of  Noah  W.  and  Nancy  (Custer)  Ogan — the 
mother  deceased  and  the  father  a resident  of 
the  town  of  Columbus  Grove. 

Julius  S.  Ogan  was  born  on  a farm  near 
Columbus  Grove,  and  when  a lad  of  ten  years 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  the  village,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  attending  in  the  mean- 
time the  common  schools,  in  which  he  acquired 
his  elementery  education.  Later,  he  entered 
Oberlin  college,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1876,  and  two  years  later,  completed  the 
law,  course  in  the  university  of  Michigan  at 
Ann  Arbor.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar, 
Mr.  Ogan  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Colum- 
bus Grove,  where  he  remained  until  the  latter 
part  of  1882,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Ottawa, 
and  effected  a co-partnership  with  Hon.  John 
M.  Sheets,  present  common  pleas  judge  of 
Putnam  county,  and  the  firm  thus  formed  con- 
tinued until  May  10,  1894,  when  Judge  Sheets 
retired,  Hon.  William  H.  Handy  taking  his 
place.  The  firm  of  Handy  A Ogan  has  con- 
tinued since  the  latter  year,  and  has  a reputa- 
tion much  more  than  local  throughout  the  coun- 
ties of  northeastern  Ohio. 

Mr.  Ogan  entered  the  profession  well  forti- 
fied with  scholastic  and  legal  training,  soon 
succeeded  in  establishing  a good  practice,  and 
has  been  remarkably  successful.  By  strict  at- 
tention to  business,  sterling  integrity  and  gen- 
tlemanly manners,  he  has  won  the  reputation 
of  a careful  and  painstaking  lawver,  and  is  the 
legal  adviser  of  many  prominent  men  of  Ot- 
tawa and  Putnam  county.  Mr.  Ogan  is  one  of 
the  leading  republicans  of  Ottawa,  and  has 
contributed  to  his  party’s  success  in  a number 
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of  campaigns.  He  served  as  mayor  of  Colum- 
bus Grove,  and,  at  different  times,  was  his 
party's  candidate  for  important  official  posi- 
tions, notably  those  of  representative,  probate 
judge  and  prosecuting  attorney,  but  never  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  the  overwhelming  demo- 
cratic majority,  which  still  obtains  in  Putnam 
county.  He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
belonging  to  the  blue  lodge,  chapter,  and  coun- 
cil, m all  of  which  he  has  been  honored  with 
important  positions.  Mr.  Ogan  was  married 
in  the  town  of  Columbus  Grove,  December 
25,  1882,  to  Miss  Estella  Turner,  daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  Turner,  a union  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz:  Mattie, 

Myrtle,  Mildred  and  Julius  S. 


BRANK  ELWOOD  PALMER,  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Palmer  & Crawford, 
dealers  in  pine  lumber  at  Columbus 
Grove,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Monroe 
township,  Allen  county,  July  3,  1863.  He  is 
a son  of  Thomas  Palmer,  deceased,  whose  par- 
ents were  pioneers  of  Allen  county.  Thomas 
Palmer  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  near  Harrisburg  in  1821,  and  came  to 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents,  while  it 
was  very  new.  He  was  married,  in  Monroe 
township,  to  Mary  M.  Stirlen,  who  was  also 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Putnam 
county  with  her  parents,  who  settled  about  one 
mile  east  of  Columbus  Grove,  in  Putnam 
county,  at  an  early  date.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Palmer  died  in  1868.  His  widow  was  again 
married  in  1872,  becoming  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Bushong,  of  Hancock  county,  who  is  now  re- 
siding on  a farm  in  Monroe  township,  Allen 
county.  To  Thomas  Palmer  and  wife  live 
boys  were  born,  viz:  One  who  died  in  infancy; 
Joseph  W.,  now  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Van  Wert  county,  Ohio;  Samuel  P.  is  a Pres- 
byterian minister,  and  now  residing  at  Oak- 


land, Cal.,  where  he  has  a charge;  Frank  E. 
(our  subject),  and  Daniel  R.,  now  a farmer  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Monroe  township,  Allen 
county. 

Frank  E.  Palmer  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  Monroe  township,  Allen  county,  first 
attended  the  district  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  went  to  Ada  and  attended  the 
university  at  that  place  for  two  years.  Re- 
turning home,  he  remained  on  the  farm  for 
two  years,  but,  not  being  satisfied,  in  1884  he 
went  to  Kansas,  where  he  improved  a claim  of 
160  acres  in  Meade  county.  In  1885  be  went 
to  No  Man’s  land  (now  Oklahoma)  and  settled 
on  the  Beaver  river,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising.  In  March,  1887,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Beaver,  Ind.  Ter.,  and 
was  the  first  postmaster  commissioned  in  No 
Man’s  Land.  His  commission  bears  date 
March  4,  1887,  signed  by  Postmaster-Gen. 
Vilas.  At  about  the  same  tune  the  citizens 
formed  a temporary  town  and  county  govern- 
ment, and  Mr.  Palmer  was  chosen  county 
clerk.  In  1888  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
and  married  an  old  school-mate.  Mr.  Palmer 
remained  in  the  Indian  territory  until  1889, 
when  he  sold  out  his  business  and  returned  to 
Monroe  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
farmed  until  1893,  when  he  engaged  in  Ins 
present  business  in  Columbus  Grove,  succeed- 
ing Henry  Arnold.  In  the  same  year  the  firm 
of  Palmer  & Crawford  was  formed  by  the  ad- 
mission of  John  M.  Crawford  as  a full  partner. 
Mr.  Palmer  has  met  with  uniform  success 
through  life,  and  for  a man  of  his  age  is  com- 
fortably  situated.  Beside  his  lumber  interests 
he  now  owns  a farm  of  fifty-three  acres  in 
Richland  township,  Allen  county,  and  also  real 
estate  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  Mr.  Palmer 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Rufus  Putnam  lodge,  No  ^64,  of 
Columbus  Grove.  in  the  iall  of  181)4  Mr. 
Palmer  was  appoints  d a member  of  the  board 
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of  health  of  Columbus  Grove,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1895  was  elected  a member  of  the  city 
council  for  a term  of  two  years,  when  he  re- 
signed his  position  in  the  board  of  health.  He 
is  a republican  in  politics. 

On  January  18,  1889,  NT r.  Palmer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dora  E.  Bowers, 
who  was  born  in  Monroe  township,  Allen 
county,  August  10,  1865,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Ann  Bowers,  deceased.  To  this 
union  the  following  children  have  been  born: 
Mae,  born  in  No  Man’s  Land  November  22, 
1889;  Mont  B.,  born  in  Monroe  township, 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  on  July  12,  1891;  and 
Martha,  born  in  the  same  township  on  May 
28,  [893.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  .1  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Palmer  is  1 
thorough-going,  up-to-date  business  man,  and 
one  highly  respected  wherever  known. 


HLYA  L.  PAUL,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  northwest- 
ern Ohio,  and  member  of  the  medical 
firm  of  Paul  A Paul,  Ottawa,  Putnam 
county,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  born 
on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1848,  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield.  His  father,  Alva  Paul, 
was  a physician  of  wide  reputation,  noted  also 
for  his  professional  ability  and  scholarly  attain- 
ments, having  been  a graduate  of  Yale  college. 
Dr.  Paul,  Sr.,  was  essentially  a self-made  man. 
It  is  stated  that  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  at  which 
time  his  sole  earthly  possessions  consisted  of  a 
small  bundle  of  clothing  and  a very  limited 
supply  of  money.  He  succeeded  in  making 
his  way  through  Yale,  earning  a little  money 
in  the  meantime  by  teaching,  and  upon  the 
(lay  of  graduation  D was  compelled  to  lease 
college  on  foot  ami  alone,  having  completely 
exhausted  his  means  for  tuition  and  other  ex- 
penses lie  subsequently  became  a very  suc- 


cessful practitioner,  and  the  once  poor  college 
lad  lived  to  see  himself  in  affluent  circum- 
stances. The  wife  of  Dr.  Paul,  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  mention,  was  Nancy  Biglow, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Biglow,  also  a gradu- 
ate of  Yale,  and  for  many  years  a distinguished 
divine  of  the  Congregational  church.  Mrs. 
Paul  bore  her  husband  the  following  children: 
Biglow  H.,  deceased,  for  some  years  professor 
of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  Iowa;  Mrs. 
Maria  Clement,  who  was  burned  to  death,  in 
1852,  by  the  explosion  of  a lamp;  Horace,  a 
wealthy  stock-raiser,  of  Chalk  Mound,  Kans. ; 
Dr.  Alva  L.,  and  Helen,  wife  of  Emmet  Will- 
iams, of  Portland,  Ore. 

Dr.  Alva  L.  Paul  attended,  in  his  youth, 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  spent 
some  t me  in  the  Greenfield  academy,  and  such 
was  his  progress  that,  at  the  early  age  of  sev- 
enteen, he  was  sufficiently  advanced  in  his 
studies  to  engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching. 
Actuated  by  a laudable  desire  to  pursue  his 
literary  education  in  a higher  institution  of 
learning,  the  doctor  husbanded  his  meager 
earnings,  and  in  due  time  entered  Miami  uni- 
versity, Cincinnati,  in  which  he  took  a partial 
course,  paying  his  way  in  the  meantime  with 
the  proceeds  of  his  teaching.  Yielding  to  a 
desire  of  long  standing,  the  doctor,  in  1870, 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  George 
S.  Castureght,  of  Lithopolis,  Ohio,  and  sup- 
plemented his  readings  by  a full  course  in  the 
medical  department  of  Miami  university,  and 
later  was  graduated  from  the  Long  Island 
Medical  college,  of  New  York,  in  the  class  of 
1875.  He  made  a specialty  of  the  eye  and 
ear,  and  in  order  to  fit  himself  thoroughly  for 
that  department  of  the  profession  the  doctor 
spent  some  time  in  the  hospital  at  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  graduating  therefrom  in  1875. 

Fitted  by  both  intellectual  and  professional 
training,  the  doctor,  after  his  graduation,  be- 
gan the  practice  at  Ottawa,  w here  he  has  since 
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continued  to  reside,  acquiring,  in  the  mean- 
while, a large  and  lucrative  business  in  Put- 
nam and  adjoining  counties.  Standing  in  the 
front  rank  among  his  brethren  of  the  profes- 
sion, in  the  prime  of  manhood,  surrounded  by 
many  friends,  and  moving  in  the  best  circles 
of  society,  there  is  probably  no  physician  that 
occupies  a more  enviable  position  than  does 
Dr.  Paul.  He  keeps  fully  abreast  of  the  times 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  profession,  is  a 
close  student,  and  his  services  are  frequently 
required  in  difficult  cases  at  considerable  dis- 
tances from  his  home.  He  is  a member  of  the 
State  Medical  association, and  fraternally  stands 
high  in  the  Masonic  order,  being  past  master 
of  Ottawa  lodge,  Xo.  325,  past  high  priest  of 
Ottawa  chapter,  No.  1 1 5,  and  past  4'.  I.  M. 
of  council  No.  169.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
K.  of  P.,  Knights  of  Maccabees,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  National  Union,  in  the  deliberations 
of  all  of  which  he  takes  an  active  interest.  Po- 
litically, lie  is  a stanch  republican. 

'The  doctor  was  married  October  27,  1875, 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Paul,  daughter  of  Truman  E. 
Paul,  M.  I).,  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  a union 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  two  children : Edwin 

T.,  a student  in  the  Findlay  college,  prepar- 
ing for  the  legal  profession,  and  Gertrude, 
member  of  the  senior  class  of  the  Ottawa 
high  school. 


Ky  w*  I ELI  AM  PEAHEEE,  who  stands 
Mm  I high  as  a farmer  and  business  man 
of  Van  Buren  township,  Putnam 
count)',  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  September  15,  1838.  His  parents,  John 
G.  and  Caroline  (Wagman)  Pfahler,  were 
natives  of  Germany,  but  came  separately  to 
America  ami  were  married  at  Warren,  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a butcher  in  the  old  country, 
but  was  a progressive  man,  and  after  reaching 
thi‘  United  Stales  ran  a threshing  machine  and 


finally  became  a prominent  farmer  and  land 
owner.  His  death  took  place  in  Putnam 
county,  while  on  a visit  in  1882  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  he  being  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church  at  the  time.  His 
family  comprised  six  children,  named  as  fol- 
lows: William,  our  subject;  John  G.,  on  the 

homestead  in  Crawford  county;  Caroline,  wife 
of  John  Arden;  Charles,  on  the  homestead; 
Sophia,  married  to  john  Croft,  of  Marion 
county,  and  Christ,  of  Marion  township,  Henry 
county. 

William  Pfahler,  onr  subject,  has  mostly 
followed  farming  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  he  left  the  home  farm  and  went  to 
Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  as  a farm 
hand  one  year,  and  one  year  in  running  a 
threshing  machine;  he  then  returned  to  his 
native  county,  was  employed  for  a year,  by 
the  month,  at  farming,  carpentering  and  saw- 
milling; he  next  engaged  in  carpentering,  and 
during  the  proper  season  he  ran  a threshing 
machine.  In  1862,  he  married,  in  Crawford 
county,  Miss  Mary  Dewalt,  a native  of  that 
county,  born  August  16,  1841,  a daughter  of 
Abel  and  Lucinda  (Sparks)  Dewalt,  who  were 
born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  respectively,  both  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  married  in  Carroll  county, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Dewalt  was  a farmer  during  his 
active  life,  and  died  in  January,  1895,  leaving 
a wife  and  seven  children,  named  as  follows: 
John,  on  the  homestead;  Mary,  wife  of  subject; 
Elizabeth,  Thomas,  Ouinn,  Delilah  and  Abel. 
Eleven  children  blessed  the  marriage  ai  our 
subject,  in  the  following  order:  Charles,  died 

in  infancy;  William  O. , May  23, 1 864,  a farmer; 
Lucinda,  October  7,  1866 — wife  of  Daniel 

Tegard ; Sarah  E.,  September  2,  1868  — wife 
of  Sherman  Powell;  Mary  S.,  April  8,  1870-- 
wife  of  John  Reran;  Columbus  O.,  February 
19,  1872;  Thomas  J.,  July  18,  1873;  Anna 
L. , April  19,  1875;  Christian  G.,  February 
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19,  1877;  Rosa  M.,  May  2 4,  1879,  and  Samuel 
J.,  October  10,  1S81. 

In  1 SO  5 Mr.  Pfahler  came  to  Putnam 
count)'  and  bought  eighty-eight  acres  of  wild 
land,  on  which  he  erected  a small  cabin  (which 
he  still  retains  as  a relic)  and  then  cleared  up 
his  place,  doing  much  of  this  work  at  night, 
and  it  was  at  least  ten  years  before  his  farm 
was  brought  to  a condition  tit  for  the  support 
of  his  family.  Of  course  he  did  his  own  car- 
penter work,  and  was  among  the  first  to  intro- 
duce wood  tiling,  although  some  of  his  neigh- 
bors remonstrated  against  such  an  innovation. 
He  had  always  a leaning  toward  threshing 
machines,  and  about  1871  he,  with  a partner, 
A.  Casteel,  engaged  in  running  such  machine 
and  continued  in  the  business  fifteen  years, 
using  the  first  traction  engine  brought  to  the 
locality.  After  the  dissolution  of  his  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Casteel  he  joined  another  gen- 
tleman and  continued  in  the  ' same  business 
until  1 88b,  when  he  turned  his  interests  over 
to  a son,  who  is  still  engaged  in  it.  About 
1880  Mr.  Pfahler  built  a saw-mill,  which  he 
stdl  owns,  and  up  to  the  past  year  continued 
to  do  carpentering. 

Mr.  Pfahler  has  added  to  his  first  purchase 
of  land  in  Putnam  county  twenty  acres  to  his 
home  place,  and  two  other  farms  of  forty  acres 
each.  I he  home  place  of  108  acres  has  about 
eighty  acn  s cleared,  ditched  and  tiled,  and 
under  a superior  state  of  cultivation,  and  his 
dwelling,  mostly  his  own  handiwork,  is  an  orna- 
ment to  the  neighborhood.  I I is  wind-pump  sup- 
plies this  with  w ater,  and  also  supplieshis  barn, 
w Inch  is  commodious  and  strongly  constructed, 
«'ind  all  his  numerous  out-buildings  are  made 
to  match;  his  orchard  is  set  in  the  choicest 
varieties  of  fruit  adapted  to  the  latitude,  and 
on  the  whole,  he  has  one  of  the  best  equipped 
homesteads  in  the  township.  Of  his  two  othei 
farms,  fifty-eight  acres  are  cleared  and  under 
cultivation.  bor  the  accommodation  of  the 


sorghum-growing  farmers,  Mr.  Pfahler  has 
erected  a sorghum-mill  on  his  home  farm,  and 
he  has,  beside,  put  up  an  excellent  cider-mill. 
Of  late  he  has  given  his  chief  attention  to  his 
| farm  and  is  now  reckoned  among  the  best  agri- 
j culturists  in  the  township,  although  his  natural 
| leaning  is  more  toward  mechanical  pursuits. 

■ He  is  a gentleman  of  undoubted  integrity  and 
1 public  spirit  and  has  done  a vast  deal  toward 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  community  in 
which  he  has  so  long  resided  in  every  respect— 
financially,  morally  and  materially.  During 
the  late  war  he  was  appointed  drill-master  of 
the  state  militia  by  the  government  and  held 
his  position  until  near  the  close  of  hostilities, 
when  the  militia  was  disbanded,  when,  as  luck 
would  have  it,  he  was  himself  drafted,  but  paid 
a substitute  $1,000  in  cash;  but  this  substitute 
never  served,  as  the  war  closed  before  he 
reached  the  front.  Few  men  have  done  as 
much  for  Van  Buren  township  as  Mr.  Pfahler, 
and  fewer  men  are  more  highly  honored  by 
its  citizens. 


BREDERICK  PITSON,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Rice  farm,  of  Palmer  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  is  a native  of 
the  Buckeye  state  and  was  born  in 
Lucas  county,  December  31,  1858.  His 

father,  Peter  Pitson,  was  born  in  or  near  Ber- 
lin, Germany,  in  1814,  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years,  and  settled  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  which  was  then  quite  new,  and 
wrought  out  of  the  forest  a good  farm.  He 
there  married  Catherine  Jacklin,  also  a native 
of  the  vicinity  of  Berlin.  To  this  union  were 
born  the  following  children:  Minnie,  wife  of 
Peter  Hartselt;  Matthias;  Barbara,  wife  of 
Joseph  Fackelman ; Mary,  wile  of  August  Herr; 
John,  Frederick,  Peter,  Stephen  and  Catherine 
— the  last  named  deceased.  The  mother  of 
1 this  family  died  in  1 860,  a devout  member  of 
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of  the  Catholic  church  of  the  parish  of  Provi- 
dence, Lucas  county.  Later  the  father  mi- 
grated to  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  September,  1886.  He  also 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church, 
a democrat  in  politics,  and  a hard-working, 
lamest  farmer,  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Frederick  Pitson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  a good  common-school  education  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he 
has  always  followed.  February  25,  1890,  he 
married  Miss  Frances  Bibler,  who  was  born  in 
Iroquois  county,  111.,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Matilda  (Layton)  Bibler.  Mr.  Bibler,  now 
deceased,  was  a member  of  the  Disciples’ 
church  and  in  politics  a democrat.  Mrs.  Bibler 
still  resides  in  Putnam  count)’ and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  her  neighbors  for  her  many  womanly 
virtues.  Mrs.  Pitson  was  a child  when  brought 
from  Illinois  to  Ohio  by  her  parents,  was  here 
reared  to  womanhood,  and  here  met  and  was 
married  to  Mr.  Pitson.  To  the  congenial 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pitson  were  born 
two  children:  John  P.  and  P'rances  M. — the 
latter  deceased.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Pit- 
son  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  farm  of  A.  V. 
Rice  & Co.,  and  he  still  holds  this  position. 
This  farm  comprises  320  acres  of  prairie  land 
and  is  chiefly  cultivated  for  potatoes  and 
onions,  and  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Pitson 
has  been  made  to  yield  a handsomely  profita- 
ble crop  annually.  June  23,  1894,  Mr.  Pitson 
was  bereaved  of  his  beloved  helpmate,  who 
died  a member  of  the  Catholic  church,  deeply 
lamented  by  her  husband  and  child  and  a large 
circle  of  sincere  and  devoted  friends,  who  had 
become  attached  to  her  through  her  many 
womanly  virtues  and  amiable  disposition.  Mr. 
Pitson  is  himself  a Catholic,  adhering  to  the 
faith  of  his  father  in  this  respect,  as  he  also 
does  in  politics,  being  a stanch  democrat, 
always  exercising  his  franchise  in  favor  of  his 


party  at  the  polls,  but  never  seeking  office. 
Since  residing  in  Putnam  county,  he  has  made 
hosts  of  friends,  through  his  manly  qualities 
and  honest  conduct-— never  being  intimidated 
in  the  expression  of  his  honest  convictions  on 
any  subject.  He  has  filled  his  present  position 
faithfully  and  efficiently,  and  it  is  needless  to 
say  he  has  met  with  the  approbation  and  holds 
the  confidence  of  his  employers,  whose  inter- 
ests he  has  so  successfully  subserved,  as  well 
as  promoted. 


HARON  OBERBECK.  — Among  the 
successful,  self-made  men  of  Put- 
nam county  is  Aaron  Oberbeck,  the 
present  auditor,  who  was  born  [line 
29,  1843,  in  Bucks  county,  Pa  The  Ober- 
becks  were  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
their  ancestry  is  easily  traceable  to  the  first 
settlement  of  New  York,  the  name  having 
been  common  among  the  early  Dutch  immi- 
grants of  that  state.  Later  a representative 
of  the  family  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  state  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography  was  born.  His  grand- 
father, Conrad  Oberbeck,  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  serving  as  captain  during  that 
struggle,  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  died 
in  his  native  state  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  His  son,  John  Oberheck, 
father  of  Aaron,  was  born  in  Bucks  county, 
Pa.,  in  1812,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
"married  Sophia  Beck,  daughter  of  Philip  Beck, 
also  a soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Oberbeck  resided  in  Bucks  county,  which  was 
their  home  until  1848,  when  Mr.  Oberbeck 
came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Greensburg  town- 
ship, Putnam  county.  His  family  at  that  time 
consisted  of  himself  wife  and  four  children, 
and  for  their  support  lie  relied  upon  the  cabi- 
net-maker's trade,  which  he  had  previously 
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learned  at  1 1 is  old  home.  He  resided  later  at 
Kalida,  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1884, 
since  which  date  he  has  made  his  home  with 
his  son  Aaron  in  Ottawa.  To  John  and  Sophia 
Oberbeck  were  born  ten  children,  all  deceased 
but  four,  the  majority  of  them  dying  in  in- 
fancy. Those  surviving  are  Louisa,  wife  of 
S.  F.  Mills,  of  Leipsic;  Sarah,  wife  of  William 
L Baxter,  of  Van  Wert  county;  Christina,  wife 
of  John  Warner,  of  Hancock  county,  and 
Aaron,  whose  name  introduces  this  biography. 

Mr.  Oberbeck  s boyhood  was  spent  in  at- 
tending the  public  schools  in  Kalida,  Ohio,  in 
which  he  acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  the  I 
English  branches.  He  was  one  of  the  first  j 
brave  boys  to  respond  to  the  country’s  call  at  ; 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  enlisting  j 
April,  i 86 1,  in  company  E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  j 
volunteer  infantry,  being  at  the  time  less  than  j 
eighteen  years  of  age.  On  account  of  sickness  | 
he  was  not  accepted  for  the  service,  but, 
nothing  daunted,  he  enlisted  again  the  same  j 
year  in  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  volun-  1 
teer  infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  lion-  ! 

I 

orably  discharged  on  the  12th  day  of  Septem-  J 
her,  1864.  Mr.  Oberbeck’s  army  record  was 
made  up  of  duty  faithfull}'  performed,  and, 
although  the  youngest  and  smallest  in  his  com- 
pany, on  the  recommendation  of  his  colonel, 
was  appointed  corporal  for  gallant  conduct  at  | 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  participated  in  many  j 
bloody  battles,  including  Shiloh,  Corinth,  j 
Champion  Hill,  or  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  , 
Baker's  Creek,  Missionary  Ridge,  the  Atlanta  | 
campaign,  Arkansas  Post  and  a number  of  • 
other  battles  and  skirmishes — twenty-three  in 
all  Mr.  Oberbeck  had  many  narrow  escapes, 
one  of  which  is  worthy  of  note.  While  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  at  Shiloh  he  was  struck 
by  a rifle  ball,  which  spent  its  force  after  pone-  | 
trating  the  package  consisting  of  some  halt 
dozen  letters,  a daguerreotype,  folded  silk  ! 

handkerchief  and  a folding  comb  which  he  car- 
22 


ried  in  his  pocket,  the  package  thus  proving 
the  means  of  saving  his  life. 

After  being  discharged  Mr.  Overbeck  re- 
turned home,  and  for  two  or  three  years  there- 
after attended  school,  teaching  during  the  win- 
ter seasons.  Later,  he  accepted  a position  in 
the  recorder’s  office,  and  during  the  summer  of 
[869,  served  as  a deputy  clerk  of  courts  and 
at  intervals  before  and  afterward  clerked  in  the 
auditor's  office.  In  1866  he  took  up  the  study 
of  surveying,  to  which  he  devoted  all  leisure 
time,  and  became  quite  proficient.  In  1871  he 
was  appointed  deputy  county  surveyor,  and 
five  years  latur  was  elected  to  the  office,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  most  effi- 
ciently for  a period  of  six  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office  he  continued  his  pro- 
fession of  civil  engineering  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed until  elected  county  auditor,  in  1892. 
In  the  meantime  he  served  for  a period  for  fif- 
teen years  as  city  engineer,  .for  three  years  was 
a member  of  the  Ottawa  school  board,  and  for 
four  years  was  a member  of  the  city  council  of 
Ottawa.  During  his  long  period  of  public  serv- 
ice Mr.  Oberbeck  has  proven  faithful  to  every 
trust,  and  his  record  is  such  as  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  any  position  to  which  his  fellow- 
citizens  may  call  him  in  the  future  will  be  ably 
and  worthily  filled.  As  already  stated,  Mr. 
Oberbeck  is  a self-made  man,  and  it  can  be 
truthfully  said  of  him  that  he  is  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune.  He  has  always  been  actu- 
ated by  a laudable  desire  to  increase  his  knowl- 
edge and  to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  on 
him  when  placed  in  public  office. 

Mr.  Oberbeck  was  married  December  5, 
1871,  to  Miss  Jennie  Cartwright,  daughter  of 
William  and  Pauline  (Bowman;  Cartwright. 
Mrs.  Oberbeck  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
July  14,  1851,  and  died  April  3,  1889,  the 
mother  of  three  children;  Laura  L.,  born  June 
9,  1873,  wife  of  John  Coiiinr.  Harry,  born 
August  16,  1875;  and  Nellie,  born  December 
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9,  1879.  Mr.  Oberbeck’s  second  marriage  was 
solemnized  with  Katie  Eisenbach,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Christina  Eisenbach,  January  23, 
1890,  which  union  has  been  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Zella,  who  was  born  July 
14,  1891.  In  politics,  Mr.  Oberbeck  is  one  of 
the  leading  democrats  of  Putnam  county.  He 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  belonging  to 
Thomas  Allen  post,  No.  576,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  Blanchard  lodge,  No.  284,  I.  O. 
O.  F. , for  about  twenty-five  years. 


TTO  L.  PLETTNER.— It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  the  life-history  of  one  who 
has,  by  indomitable  pluck  and  in- 
dustry, succeeded  in  surmounting  the 
many  obstacles  in  the  pathway  leading  toward 
success,  and  who  has  from  the  smallest  begin- 
ning accomplished  desirable  results  in  the  line 
of  achieving  success  in  a business  way.  A 
perusal  of  the  following  sketch  will  be  valuable 
to  young  men  starting  in  life  on  their  own  ac- 
count, as  showing  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  energy  and  perseverance,  coupled  with  the 
exercise  of  good  judgment.  Otto  I...  Plettner 
is  himself  a young  man  still,  but  he  has 
achieved  a great  measure  of  success,  and  is  now 
owner  of  the  machine,  blacksmith  and  wood- 
working shops  located  in  the  lively  little  village 
of  Continental,  Ohio. 

He  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Eva  (Fashbaugh)  Plett- 
ner. His  father,  who  was  born  at  P'rankfort- 
on-the-Oder,  in  Germany,  April  16,  1832,  came 
to  America  when  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  settled  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Four 
yjars  afterward,  in  1861,  he  took  to  himself  a 
wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eva  Fashbaugh, 
who  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 
July  30,  1835.  In  1865  they  moved  to  Macon 
enmity,  Mo.,  but  returned  to  their  former  home 
111  Fulton  county  in  1872.  Both  were  earnest 


Christian  people,  the  father  being  of  the  Lu- 
theran faith  and  the  mother  a member  of  the 
German  Baptist  church.  The  latter  diet]  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1892.  Their  children  were  Otto  L. , 
Augusta  O. , John  (deceased),  Elizabeth, 
Alonzo  (deceased),  Amanda  E.,  and  Ferdinand 
(deceased).  The  father  had  served  two  years 
in  the  Prussian  wars,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
in  this  country  served  five  months  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 

Otto  L.  Plettner  was  born  in  Fulton  county, 
Ohio,  July  7,  1862.  Until  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  lived  and  worked 
upon  the  farm,  at  the  same  time  obtaining  the 
basis  of  a practical  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
and  later  found  employment  in  machine  shops, 
living  in  his  native  county  until  1888.  At  this 
time  his  foresight  led  him  to  locate  in  the  then 
little  village  of  Continental,  in  which  place  he 
felt  assured  there  was  a good  opening  for  the 
establishment  of  a business  in  his  line.  That 
he  was  correct  in  his  surmise  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated.  When  he  first  arrived  at  Con- 
tinental the  young  man  was  far  from  rich,  as 
far  as  worldly  goods  are  concerned,  but  he 
possessed  that  which  was  of  far  more  value  — 
a thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of  his  trade 
and  the  perseverance  necessary  to  success.  He 
commenced  with  a capital  of  $19  and  a few 
tools,  and  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  well- 
equipped  machine,  blacksmith  and  wood-work- 
ing shops,  w’hich  do  a large  business. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  July  4, 
1888,  to  Miss  Minnie  V.  Holmes,  who  was  born 
in  Clay  county,  Ind.,  September  26,  1869. 
Her  parents  were  Dr.  W.  B.  Holmes  and  Ellen 
(Russell)  Holmes,  the  former  having  been  born 
in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  April  29,  1840,  and 
the  latter  in  Parke  county,  Ind. , March  23  1 847. 
They  were  married  in  October,  1866,  and  set- 
tled in  ( lay  county,  Ind.,  afterward,  in  1876, 
locating  in  Parke  county,  in  the  same  state. 
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Dr.  Holme,  lias  been  and  is  still  a leading 
physician  in  both  counties,  and  is  gentleman 
widely  known  in  that  section.  He  is  a promi- 
nent Knight  of  Pythias,  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  a veteran  of  the  late  war, 
having  seen  three  years  of  service  and  partici- 
pating in  many  battles.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  active  Sunday-school  workers,  both  having 
filled  the  position  of  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent for  years.  Their  children  in  the  order 
of  birth  are:  james  A.,  Louis  L.,  deceased, 
Minnie  Y . , William  A.  and  Samuel  M.  Mrs. 
Plettner's  paternal  grandfather,  Angus  Holmes, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clay  county,  Ind., 
his  wife  being  Sarah  Cahill.  Otto  L.  Plettner, 
our  subject,  is  a strong  republican,  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  republican  township  central  com- 
mittee. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Knights 
of  Pythias  lodge,  No.  339.  The  family  circle 
consists  of  husband,  wife  and  one  daughter, 
Mildred  L.,  and  they  live  most  happily  and 
comfortably  in  a neat  residence  which  they 
own.  The  success  which  has  thus  far  been 
theirs  in  life  is  due  to  their  own  efforts,  their 
possessions  have  been  attained  by  industry  and 
thrift,  and  they  are  among  the  leading  and 
most  highly  respected  people  of  the  live  com- 
munity in  which  the)'  live. 
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ON  AT  HAN  W.  POAST,  a substantial 
farmer  of  Jennings  township,  Putnam 
count)',  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  present 
county  commissioners,  descends  from  a 
Holland-1  )utch  family  that  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  the  state  of  New  York.  John 
Poast,  his  grandfather,  was  a farmer  living 
near  Albany,  that  state,  and  reared  a farmil) 
of  seven  children.  One  of  these,  John  Poast. 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
York  state  ] unitary  10,  1790,  and  when  still  a 
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young  married  man  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
in  Crawford  county.  His  first  marriage  was 
with  Polly  Dolt,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
David,  Susan,  Ira  and  Benjamin  P.  The 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
was  one  of  the  unfortunates  surrendered  at 
Detroit  by  Gen.  William  Hull.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  on  locating  in  Craw- 
ford county  bought  a small  farm,  and  was  also 
elected  a justice  of  the  peace.  His  first  wife 
having  died,  Mr.  Poast  took  for  his  second 
helpmate  Susan  Whetstone,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  viz:  Jon- 
athan W.  (our  subject),  William  ).,  Henry  L. , 
Samuel  and  Levina  (both  deceased),  all  born 
in  Crawford  county.  In  1859  Mr.  Poast  and 
his  family  came  to  Putnam  county  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Sugar  Creek  township 
until  he  retired  and  went  to  reside  with  his 
son,  Benjamin  F. , in  Jackson  township,  where 
he  died  on  June  2,  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  a member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
He  had  three  sons  in  the  Civil  war,  viz:  Ira, 

who  was  a colonel  of  a New  York  volunteer 
regiment  and  was  killed  in  battle;  Benjamin 
F.,  who  first  served  in  a three-month  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry  regiment  in  1861,  and  re- 
enlisted, in  1862,  in  company  D,  One  Hundred 
and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantrv,  for 
three  years,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
July,  1865.  The  military  record  of  Jonathan 
W.,  our  subject,  is  given  below. 

Jonathan  W.  Poast,  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  November  3,  1846,  and  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  Putnam  county. 
He  was  reared  to  farming  from  the  time  he 
was  old  enough  to  begin  work,  and  continued 
at  this  vocation  until  his  enlistment,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  in  company  D,  One  Hundred 
and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  but 
after  three  weeks  of  detention  in  camp  at 
Lima,  Ohio,  was  rejected  on  account  of  his 
size  and  age.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  made 
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another  attempt  to  get  to  the  front,  and  re-en- 
listed at  Lima,  but  was  reclaimed  by  his  father 
as  being  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  Noth- 
ing daunted,  however,  and  determined  to  serve 
his  country  in  her  hour  of  need,  and  being  now 
of  lawful  age  to  serve  as  a soldier,  he  enlisted 
March  14,  1865,  at  Lima,  in  company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  infantry, 
and  served  until  honorably  discharged,  August 
7,  1865,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  did  duty  in 
Maryland,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  Tennessee, 
skirmishing  and  fighting  bushwackers — and  of 
such  was  the  martial  spirit  of  the  boy  soldiers 
of  Ohio. 

On  his  return  after  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Poast  married,  August  30,  1868,  Miss 
Julia  Ann  E.  Ford,  who  was  born  June  27, 
1851,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  G.  and  Marinda 
(Hicks)  Ford,  of  whom  a history  will  be  found 
in  a sketch  of  the  Ford  family  elsewhere.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Poast  at  once  departed,  after  mar- 
riage, for  Nemaha  county,  Ivans.,  where  Mr. 
Poast  engaged  in  farming  for  four  years,  and 
then  returned  to  Jennings  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  here,  in  1877,  Mr.  Poast 
bought  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  nearly 
all  cleared,  to  which  he  has  added,  and  now 
owns  a fine  farm  of  eighty-two  and  a half  acres, 
which  will  vie  with  any  farm  of  its  size  in  the 
county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poast  have  been 
born  three  children,  viz:  William  G.,  born  in 

Kansas;  Myrtle  A.,  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  Mary  Alice,  also  born  here.  In 
politics  Mr.  Poast  is  a democrat,  and  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  six  years,  and 
was  elected  county  commissioner  in  the  fall  of 
1894.  lie  is  a member  of  the  foe  Collar  post, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Yaughnsville,  and  also  a member 
of  the  K.  of  P.,  No.  165,  of  Ottawa.  Mr. 
Poast  s lift-  has  been  one  of  energy  and  indus- 
try, as  well  as  of  morality,  and  through  his 
own  exertions  alone  has  he  risen  to  his  present 
comfortable  position  in  life.  lie  has  given  his 


children  good  school  advantages,  and  has  been 
ardent  in  his  support  of  all  educational  enter- 
prises. He  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the 
people  of  his  township  and  surrounding  coun- 
try, and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  this  respect  is  shared  by  all  the 
members  of  his  family. 


ENJAMIN  F.  POPE,  of  the  firm  of 
Crawfis  & Pope,  furniture  dealers  and 
undertakers,  Ottawa,  is  a native  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a son  of 
Henry  and  Priscilla  (Wade)  Pope,  the  lather 
born  in  Virginia  and  the  mother  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Henry  Pope  was  the  son  of  Frederick 
Pope,  an  early  pioneer  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  and  a member  of  an  old  German  family, 
which  settled  in  the  Buckeye  state  in  a very 
early  day.  Henry  Pope  was  reared  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield  and  there  married,  in  1832, 
Priscilla  Wade,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth Wade,  and  the  year  following  brought 
his  family,  consisting  of  himself,  wife  and  one 
child,  to  Putnam  county,  locating  in  Blanchard 
township.  On  his  arrival  he  erected  a small 
log  cabin,  with  the  aid  of  a few  white  settlers 
and  some  Indians,  and  began  the  work  of  pre- 
paring a home  in  what  was  then  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  For  five  years  he  leased  land,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  entered  a tract  of  160 
acres,  which  he  improved  and  upon  which  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1878.  He  was  a true 
type  of  the  pioneer,  a great  hunter,  and  is  re- 
membered as  a man  of  domestic  taste  and  was 
a member  of  the  Protestant  church  for  forty 
years.  He  was  seventy-five  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  wife,  who  died 
in  1885,  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three. 
Henry  and  Priscilla  Pope  reared  a family  of 
four  children,  whose  names  in  order  of  I . tharo 
as  follows:  Amanda  M.,  Benjamin  b . , whose 


' 


' 


"•  ( ' :■■■'  ; i • !!;>;  ; . lU 


i'  -l  i ■ 

• ■ . , ■ : 


’ 

if.  ' • - j > ■ n’; 


1 

- 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  biography; 
Catherine  J.,  and  Caroline  A. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope  was  born  in  Blanchard 
township  May  22,  1838,  and  received  his 

schooling  in  a small  log  school-house  which 
stood  not  far  from  his  father’s  farm.  His 
early  life  was  one  of  industry  and  he  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  twenty-sixth 
year,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  in  the 
meantime.  In  April,  1861,  he  was  one  of 
twelve  to  enlist  from  Putnam  county  in  com- 
pany I),  Twenty-tirst  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  served  out  his  full  term. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  November,  1863,  he 
entered  into  the  marriage  relation  with  Ange- 
line,  daughter  of  Robert  and  \gnes  (Siler) 
Stewart,  and  immediately  thereafter  engaged 
m farming  on  rented  land.  In  1871,  Mr. 
Pope  purchased  his  first  real  estate,  consisting 
of  forty  acres,  in  Pleasant  township,  to  which 
he  made,  the  following  year,  an  addition  of 
forty  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  cleared 
and  prepared  for  cultivation.  He  disposed  of 
this  farm  in  1885,  but  in  the  meantime  had 
purchased  a tract  in  Blanchard  township— 
the  same  upon  which  his  father  located  in  1833. 
He  moved  to  the  latter  place  in  1875,  and  at 
different  times  purchased  other  pieces  of  land 
in  Pleasant  and  other  townships,  and  became 
the  possessor  ol  quite  an  amount  of  valuable 
real  estate.  In  1885,  he  purchased  his  moth- 
er’s interest  in  the  homestead  in  Blanchard 
township,  consisting  of  215  acres,  adjoining 
his  own,  making  his  farm  contain  307  acres  of 
as  valuable  land  as  lies  within  the  limits  of 
Blanchard  township.  He  became  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  county,  and  earned  a 
n putation  as  a very  successful  raiser  of  line 
stock.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  intro- 
ducing a superior  breed  of  hogs  into  the  countv, 
and  was  known  far  and  wide  as  a successful 
breeder.  IK  continued  farming  and  stock- 
raising  with  most  encouraging  success  until  the 
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fall  of  1892,  at  which  time  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  for  a period  of  two  years  lived 
in  quiet  and  content  in  Ottawa. 

In  February,  1895,  Mr.  Pope  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  furniture  business  of  H.  L. 
Crawfis,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  that 
trade  under  the  firm  name  of  Crawfis  & Pope. 
The  firm  deals'  in  general  furniture  and  carries 
on  undertaking,  and  the  establishment  is  one 
of  the  best  equipped  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Pope  has  made  an  addition  of  eighteen 
lots  to  the  town  of  Ottawa,  and  in  1895,  with 
his  partner,  purchased  a tract  of  thirty-one 
acres,  near  Miller  City,  which  he  proposes  to 
plat  and  put  upon  the  market.  Financially 
the  subject  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  suc- 
cessful, and  his  accumulations  are  the  result 
of  his  own  industry  and  business  sagacity.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  taken  a number  of  degrees,  and  in  politics 
has  for  years  been  an  uncompromising  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pope  have  been  born  fi\e  children,  viz: 
.Ella,  wife  of  James  E.  Pierman;  Winnie,  wife 
of  John  C.  Agner;  Fenelon  F.,  married  Win- 
nie Koch;  Agnes  and  Byron  W.,  the  last  two 
still  at  home. 


OSHUA  POWELL,  a retired  and 
wealthy  farmer  of  Blanchard  township, 
Putnam  county,  Oho,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1835,  in  Greensburg  township, 
in  the  same  count)’.  His  grandfather,  Joshua 
Powell,  was  a native  of  Delaware,  who  came 
to  Ohio,  located  first  in  Ross  county,  and 
thence  moved  to  Hancock  county,  Inch,  where 
his  death  took  place  at  an  advanced  age,  leav- 
ing a family  ol  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Nutter  Powell,  the  younger  son  of  Joshua 
the  elder,  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1800,  was 
| brought  to  Ohio  bv  his  father,  and  was  reared 
I to  farming  in  Ross  county.  In  1831  he  entered, 
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in  Greensburg  township,  Putnam  county,  208 
acres  of  land,  and  in  1832  moved  his  family 
upon  his  place,  where  lie  resided  until  1850, 
when  he  sold  and  moved  to  Blanchard  town- 
ship and  purchased  204  acres  in  section  No.  28, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dy- 
ing in  i860.  He  was  married,  in  Ross  county, 
to  Hettie,  daughter  of  Isaac  Owens,  who  sur- 
vived him  about  twelve  years.  Their  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Perry,  deceased; 

Clarinda,  deceased  wife  of  James  Beard; 
Joshua,  our  subject;  Mrs.  Margaret  Woods; 
Mahlon,  of  Wabash,  Inti. ; Kmeline,  married 
to  John  Gibson,  of  Illinois,  and  Amos,  who 
was  in  the  army  and  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
In  his  pol itical  views  Mr.  Powell  was  originally 
a whig,  but  on  the  formation  of  the  republican 
party,  became  a member  of  that  organization. 

Joshua  Powell,  whose  name  opens  this 
biography,  was  educated  in  one  of  the  old- 
fashioned  log  school-houses  of  Greensburg 
township,  and  on  reaching  manhood  purchased 
1 18  acres  of  land  in  section  No.  28,  Blanchard 
township.  This  land  he  cleared  and  improved 
and  continued  diligently  to  cultivate  for 
twenty-five  years,  making  a splendid  home. 
In  1890  he  erected  his  present  fine  residence  at 
Crawlis  College,  Blanchard  township,  and 
withdrawing  from  active  business  care,  retired 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a well  spent  and  indus- 
trious life,  in  peaceful  quietude  in  his  elegant 
village  home.  He  is  the  owner  of  381  acres 
of  well  improved  land  in  the  township,  now 
under  the  supervision  of  his  sons,  w ho  have  re- 
lieved him  from  all  personal  care  of  the  same. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Powell  took  place,  in 
1858,  to  Miss  Fannie  McCullough,  daughter  of 
David  U.  McCullough,  deceased.  One  of  the 
children  born  to  this  union,  I).  U.,  is  a lead- 
ing lawyer  ot  Ottawa,  Ohio,  and  one  of  the 
brightest  legal  lights  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Powell  was  always  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  and  in  1864  enlisted  in 


company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  and  served  100  days,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  Silver  Springs  and  in 
several  severe  skirmishes.  Politically  he  is  a 
republican  of  the  stanchest  kind;  fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  Lindsay  post,  G.  A.  R,,  of 
Gibboa,  Ohio.  In  his  social  relations  Mr. 
Powell  stands  with  the  best  citizens  of  Blanch- 
ard township  and  the  surrounding  country,  and 
is  highly  respected  for  his  public  spirit  and 
manifest  patriotism.  He  has  few  equals  as  an 
agriculturist,  and  his  liberality  in  forwarding 
all  good  works  and  the  educational  interests  ol 
the  towm  and  county  is  proverbial. 


ILLIAM  PRICE,  a deceased  farmer 
m M B °f  Perry  township,  Putnam  county. 
'Sjlyl  Ohio,  was  a son  of  William  and 
Susan  (Decker)  Price  and  was  born 
in  Virginia  September  30,  1827.  The  parents 
were  also  natives  of  Virginia  and  came  to 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in  1830. 

William  Price  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  began  to  make  a living 
for  himself,  helping  to  construct  the  canal. 
December  5,  1846,  he  married  Miss  Ruth 

Jones,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  December  31,  1827,  a daughter  of 

Moses  and  Mary  (Gannin)  Jones,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  Dutch  parentage.  To  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  were  born  nine  children, 
as  follows:  Nathan  George  and  William  Henry, 
deceased;  Samuel,  on  the  home  place;  Andrew, 
deceased;  James  Reuben,  deceased;  Lucretia, 
deceased,  Martha  Ellen,  wife  of  Harvev  Combs, 
of  Perry  township;  James  deceased  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  A sister  of  Mrs  Price. 
Mrs.  Mary  Elbin,  is  a resident  of  t ulumbus 
Grove,  Ohio.  Moses  Jones,  father  of  Mrs. 
Price,  was  a democrat  in  politics  and  in  relig- 
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ion  a Presbyterian,  in  which  church  he  held 
several  offices,  his  wife  being  a member  of  the 
same  denomination. 

After  marriage,  William  Price  settled  on  the 
home  farm  now  occupied  by  his  widow,  which 
farm  he  cleared  from  the  woods  and  for  several 
years  the  family  dwelt  in  a log  cabin,  but  in  i 863 
erected  the  modern  dwelling  that  now  adorns 
the  place  and  which  was  his  happy  home  until 
his  death  from  typhoid  fever,  February  1 1 , 
1880.  Mr.  Price  was  a democrat  in  his  poli- 
tics and  held  the  office  of  school  director;  in 
religion  he  was  liberal  in  his  view's,  but  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  United  Brethren 
church,  although  he  was  not  a member  of  the 
congregation.  He  had  been  a hard-working 
man,  was  an  excellent  farmer  and  a shrewd 
and  accomplished  business  man,  and  by  his 
unaided  efforts  and  industry  became  the  owner 
of  430  acres  of  good  land.  Pie  was  a kind 
and  loving  husband  and  an  indulgent  father,  a 
true  friend  and  obliging  neighbor,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  entire 
community  in  which  he  had  passed  so  many 
years  of  his  active  life. 

Mrs.  Kuth  Price,  whose  grandfather  wras  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  w'as  a faith- 
ful and  affectionate  helpmate  to  her  husband 
and  aided  him  acquiring  a competency,  and  as 
a mother  lew  have  excelled  her  in  the  exercise 
of  her  maternal  duties.  Beside  her  own  chil- 
dren, she  has  reared  one  grandchild,  Eva. 
now  the  wife  of  Stemen  Stevick,  of  Perry 
township,  on  whom  she  has  bestowed  as  much 
care  and  attention  as  she  has  upon  her  own 
children.  For  twenty  years  Mrs.  Price  was  a 
meinbei  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  but 
for  the  passed  eighteen  years  has  been  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Christian  church.  She 
is  a trill)  pious  lady,  charitable  to  all  the 
poor  about  her,  and  honored  and  respected 
throughout  the  township  by  rich  and  poor 
alike.  Beside  the  general  respect  enjoyed  by 


Mrs.  Price,  a large  circle  of  private  and  per- 
sonal friends  and  acquaintances  never  tire  in 
manifesting  for  her  an  ardent  friendship. 


ENJAMIN  A.  PRICE,  I).  1).  S.,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Belmont 
county,  February  17,  i860.  He  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Sidney  A.  (Wilson) 
Price,  the  father  deceased,  and  the  mother 
still  living  in  the  above  county.  Dr.  Price  is 
descended  paternally  from  English  ancestors, 
and  from  the  mother  he  inherits  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  English,  Welsh  and  Irish  races. 
The  Price  family  has  been  in  America  for  sev- 
eral generations,  the  doctor’s  grandfather,  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  having  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  last  war  with  Gn  i t Britain  He 
was  a physician,  a school-teacher  and  a farmer, 
a prominent  man  in  his  locality  and  an  active 
member  of  the  society  of  Friends.  He  and  w'ife 
had  a family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased. 

The  doctor’s  father,  George  Price,  was  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine  years,  leaving  five  children — John, 
deceased;  Sullivan,  Benjamin  A.,  George  and 
Amos.  Dr.  Price  spent  his  boyhood  on  the 
home  farm  looking  after  the  interests  of  his 
mother  and  younger  members  of  the  family, 
and  attended,  as  opportunities  would  admit, 
such  schools  as  the  country  afforded.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  went  to  Arkansas, 
but  failing  to  meet  with  success  in  that  state, 
returned  after  two  years  of  hardship  and 
worked  on  the  home  farm  in  the  summer,  and 
attended  school  during  the  winter  season  for  a 
couple  of  years,  l ie  proved  a close  student, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1886  taught  his  first  term 
of  school,  and  the  >ame  yeai  went  to  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cigar  business. 
After  a short  time  spent  in  that  city,  Mr.  Price 
went  Iowa,  in  which  state  he  was  engaged  in 
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teaching  from  the  fall  of  1887  until  1890.  In 
the  meantime,  he  pursued  his  studies,  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  latter  year  was  graduated  from 
the  normal  school  of  Greenfield,  Iowa,  after 
which  he  went  to  Afton,  to  begin  the  study  of 
dentistry,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Phillips. 
He  further  prepared  himself  for  efficiency  in 
his  profession  by  taking  a thorough  course  in 
the  Iowa  State  university  of  Iowa  City,  gradu- 
ating from  that  institution  March  10,  1892. 
After  finishing  his  course  the  doctor  practiced 
at  different  places  in  Iowa  and  Kansas,  and 
while  looking  for  a favorable  location  selected 
the  town  of  Malvern  in  the  former  state.  There 
he  met  Miss  Mary  L.  Baird,  daughter  of 
Chauncy  and  Martha  (Silversides)  Baird,  to 
whom  he  was  united  m manage  May  22,  1895. 
Soon  after  Ids  marriage,  Dr.  Price  concluded 
to  seek  a held  further  east;  accordingly  he  came 
direct  to  Ottaw'a,  Ohio,  May  23,  1895,  ami  has 
already  succeeded  in  building  up  a lucrative 
piactice  in -this  city.  File  doctor  is  a man  of 
energy,  endowed  with  a goodly  share  of  what 
is  know  n as  pluck,  and  his  friends  predict  for 
him  success  in  his  chosen  calling.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  P. 
fraternities,  belongs  to  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Iowa  State  Dental  as- 
sociation. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Price  were  natives  of 
New  York;  the  father  died  May  28,  1893.  He 
was  for  many  years  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  did  much  missionary  work  in  Iowa, 
w here  he  located  in  an  early  day.  He  became 
the  father  ol  ten  children,  the  follow  ing  of  whom 
are  still  living,  O.  \Y.  Baird,  physician  of  Mar- 
quette, Kans;  Channing  C.,  business  man  of 
Iowa;  Mary  I..,  wife  of  the  subject;  Henry  J., 
graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  university  and  at- 
torney at  law;  John  L.,  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
of  Mills  count)’,  Iowa,  and  Lila  L.,  wife  of 
II.  K.  Wills, agent  and  operator  at  l nion, Nebr. 
Mrs.  Price  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  Iowa, 


April  17,  1858,  is  a graduate  of  the  Western 
Normal  school,  taught  school  for  some  years 
and  is  an  expert  stenographer  and  type-writer. 


EV.  JOHN  PROWANT,  a pioneer 
and  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  a faithful  and  prominent  minister 
of  the  Dunkard  church,  wras  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  December  2,  1821.  His  parents 
were  Christian  and  Catherine  (Gabel)  Prowant 
— the  father  having  been  born  in  the  same 
county  in  Pennsylvania  in  1795,  a son  of 
Jacob  Prowant,  born  of  Swiss-French  ances- 
try. Before  the  war  of  1812,  Jacob  was  one 
of  the  most  extensive  land  owners  and  wealthi- 
est farmers  in  Pennsylvania,  owning  and  culti- 
vating the  famous  Wheatland  farm.  Suffering 
some  business  reverses,  his  tine  and  large  estate 
was  sold  by  a decree  of  the  court  and  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  James  Buchanan,  who  was 
afterwards  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  new  proprietor  kindly  permitted  the  for- 
mer owner  to  spend  his  declining  years  on  the 
old  farm. 

Christian  Prowant,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch,  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
above,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  state,  passed  his  boyhood 
on  a farm,  and  remained  a fanner  all  his  life. 
In  1820  he  married  Catherine  Gabel,  who  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  1800;  her 
parents  were  of  stanch  German  parentage,  and 
were  members  of  that  large  body  of  Germans 
who  have  made  that  part  of  the  state  one  of 
the  richest  farming  sections  in  this  country. 
She  was  a consistent  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  church.  After  their  marriage  the  hus- 
band was  for  six  years  the  landlord  of  an  inn 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannuh 
river.  lie  then  moved  to  Cumberland  count), 
i Pa.,  where  for  three  years  he  worked  as  a day- 
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laborer.  In  1827,  he  crossed  the  mountains 
with  his  family  and  purchased  forte  acres  of 
unimproved  land  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  On 
this  he  erected  a log  cabin  and  established  his 
young  family,  and  having  well  provided  for 
them  he  decided  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his  boy- 
hood days.  In  order  to  do  this  he  was  obliged 
to  walk  the  entire  distance  of  360  miles  and 
carry  on  his  back  provisions  for  the  entire 
journey.  After  making  a short  visit,  he  then 
set  out  and  walked  back  to  his  home  and  fam- 
ily in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he  continued 
to  clear  and  improve  his  farm,  and  for  nine 
years  he  was  a successful  fanner  among  the 
hills  of  that  count v.  In  1836  he  made  a trip 
to  Putnam  county,  in  a wagon,  but  was  dis- 
couraged at  the  prospect  of  establishing  a home 
in  such  a wilderness,  where  the  mammoth 
trees,  which  had  stood  for  ages,  seemed  to 
defy  man  to  remove  them.  He  however  conn 
seled  with  the  different  members  of  the  family 
as  to  the  advisability  of  remaining,  or  return- 
ing to  the  home  in  Wayne  county.  His  eldest 
son  John,  of  this  mention,  advised  remaining 
in  the  new  country;  this  turned  the  scales,  and 
a tract  of  land  containing  eighty  acres  was 
entered  from  the  government.  Then  began 
the  labor  of  clearing  a farm  from  the  forest 
and  making  a home.  He  and  his  family  set 
resolutely'  to  work  to  accomplish  this  and  soon 
a fine  farm  was  theirs  and  Christian  Prowant 
recognized  as  a prosperous  farmf*\  His  family 
consisted  of  ten  children:  John,  the  subject  of 
Ibis  biographical  sketch;  William,  who  was  a 
minister  in  Illinois  and  is  now  dead;  Henry,  a 
prosperous  tanner  of  Paulding  county;  Daniel, 
a farmer  of  Perry  township;  Pphraim,  also  a 
farmer  in  the  same  township;  ( hristian,  dc- 
ceased;  Lli/abeth,  the  wife  of  Philip  Shirley, 
of  Dupont,  Barbara,  who  was  married  to  bur- 
man  II  1 rt  1 1 . both  of  whom  are  now  dead; 
Annie,  wh  . died  in  1 1 ihlhood,  and  Mary,  tlm 
"•  de  of  Je.-vse  Rogers,  now  living  in  Kansas. 


The  father  was  an  influential  man  in  the  com- 
munity, a man  of  strong  convictions,  upright 
and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  was  very 
successful  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  had  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all.  In  his  early  life 
he  w'as  identified  with  the  democratic  party, 
but  later  became  a whig,  and  ultimately,  when 
the  republican-  party  was  formed,  he  became  a 
member  of  that  party,  and  was  honored  with 
several  of  the  local  offices  of  the  township. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  con- 
tributed very  liberally.  His  death  occurred  in 
1867,  the  wife  dying  on  her  sew  enty-fifth  birth- 
day, in  1875. 

John  Prow'ant,  eldest  son  of  Christian  and 
Catherine  Prowant,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
education  in  the  primitive  log  school-house 
situated  in  the  woods  some  distance  from  his 
home.  Afterward  he  taught  one  term  in  the 
district  school  of  Putnam  county.  His  boy- 
hood days  were  passed  on  Ins  father's  farm, 
which  he  had  helped  his  father  clear,  and  so 
much  does  he  like  farming  that  he  has  never 
given  it  up,  although  he  has  hah  many  oppor- 
tunities to  do  so.  On  September  3,  1843,  he 
married  Susan  Burkhart,  who  was  born  in 
Holmes  county  December  29,  '825,  and  had 
come  wfith  her  parents  to  Putnam  county  in 
1839.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
M.  (Harger)  Burkhart,  natives  of  "Virginia,  but 
early  pioneers  of  Holmes  county,  Ohio.  Her 
grandfather,  George  Burkhart,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  afterward  settled 
in  Kentucky,  where  for  sixteen  years  he  kept 
an  inn  in  a sycamore  tree.  In  this  tree,  which 
was  sixteen  feet  in  diameter,  he  made  three 
floors,  so  his  tree-inn  was  three  stories  in  height. 
He  reached  the  great  age  ol  118  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prowant 
lived  for  three  years  on  the  old  homestead,  but 
' on  March  6,  1847,  they  moved  to  the  farm  on 
I which  they  now  live.  Phis  In  has  cleared  and 
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improved  and  brought  to  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  best 
fanners  in  Perry  township.  He  is  very  suc- 
cessful in  all  things  that  he  undertakes.  In 
politics  he  is  a republican,  and  has  held  nu- 
merous offices,  among  them  being  township 
trustee  and  township  treasurer.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  Dunkard  church  since  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old,  and  has  been  a minister 
in  it  for  forty-five  years.  His  wife  is  also  a 
member  of  the  same  church;  she  is  skillful  in 
weaving  cloth  and  spinning  wool,  as  she  still 
follows  those  womanly  pursuits  that  were  com- 
mon in  the  days  of  our  parents;  she  is  a very 
industrious  woman,  and  can  show  much  as  the 
result  of  the  skill  of  her  hands.  Their  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  with  nine  children,  viz: 
Mary  M , deceased;  John  W.,  living  in  Ne- 
braska ; Catherine,  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  the 
wife  of  George  Titler,  a farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship; Daniel  R.,  who  lives  on  a part  of  the 
old  homestead;  Nathaniel;  Salome,  married  to 
Samuel  Schafer,  a fanner  of  this  township; 
Mar}'  A.,  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Schafer,  of 
Paulding  count}',  and  Ruth,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Carnahan,  the  grain  buyer  of  Dupont.  With 
their  grandchildren,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prowant 
have  sixty-two  descendants,  and  their  great- 
grandchildren number  seven,  and  when,  in 
1893,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding, 
318  people  attended.  They  are  both  much 
respected  and  honored,  and  now  in  their  old 
age,  with  a large  and  good  family  about  them, 
the}'  can  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent  the  fruits 
of  their  long  and  well-spent  life. 


E V.  DANIEL  PRO  WANT,  a promi- 
nent and  progressive  farmer,  and 
Dunkard  minister  of  Perry  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a brother 
of  Rev.  John  Prowant,  whose  sketch  may  be 
found  on  another  page,  was  born  in  Wayne 


county,  Ohio,  June  29,  1831,  and  when  but 
four  years  old  his  parents  brought  him  with 
them  to  Putnam  county,  where  they  had  pur- 
chased a farm.  Here  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  old  he  began  preaching  at  Leipsic, 
where  he  taught  one  term,  and  eight  terms  in 
Perry  and  Greensburg  townships;  during  the 
summer  months  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm. 
On  April  19,  1857,  he  married  Sarah  J.,  who  was 
born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  May  1, 
1837,  a daughter  of  Janies  and  Elizabeth 
(Kirkendall)  Rogers.  Both  her  parents  were  of 
Columbiana  county,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  1813  and  the  mother  in  1807,  an  1 were 
blessed  with  five  children,  viz:  Daniel,  of 

Iowa;  Jesse,  of  Kansas;  Sarah;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  John  Close,  and  Dornington.  The. 
grandfather  Kirkendall  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  serving  under  Washington,  and  when 
he  died,  in  1856,  he  had  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  five  score  and  one  years. 

Two  years  after  marriage  Mr.  Prowant  pur- 
chased t He  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  where 
his  family  of  ten  children  have  been  born: 
Christian  and  James,  farmers  in  Perry  town- 
ship; William  J.,  living  at  home;  Nelson  1)., 
farming  in  Wood  county;  Lucinda  E..  the  wife 
of  Ezekiel  Parsons,  of  Van  Wert  county;  Cora 
E.,  the  wife  of  Francis  Rowe,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; Mary  E. ; Emma  R.  Anninta;  EstellaM. 
and  Elmer  R. — the  latter  two  of  whom  are 
twins.  Since  locating  upon  this  farm,  Mr. 
Prowant  has  added  more  acres  to  it  and  greatly 
improved  it  in  man}  ways,  and  has  built  a 
large  and  commodious  barn  for  his  abundant 
harvests.  He  lias  a comfortable  home,  and 
keeps  his  farm  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Since  1874  he  has  been  a minister  in  the 
Dunkard  church,  and  has  ever  been  a zealous 
worker  therein.  In  politics  lie  is  a republican, 
and  has  held  the  otliee  of  township  clerk  for 
three  years.  O11  li is  farm  he  raises  line  stock 
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and  also  deals  in  the  same,  shipping  to  eastern 
markets.  He  has  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  all,  is  liberal  minded  and  charitable,  and 
ever  to  the  front  in  advancing  the  welfare  of 
the  community. 


PH R AIM  PROWANT 'is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  farm- 
ers of  Perry  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  the  youngest  son  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  (Gabel)  Prowant,  and  was  born 
October  2,  1842,  on  a farm  in  the  section  join- 
ing the  one  where  he  now  lives.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  education  In  an  old-fashioned 
log  school-house  not  far  from  his  home.  Op- 
portunities for  acquiring  knowledge  were  few, 
but  he  made  the  most  of  his  advantages,  and 
every  since  has  sought  diligently  after  knowl- 
edge. His  boyhood  clays  were  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  when  the  time  came  for 
choosing  an  occupation  he  decided  to  cast  his 
lot  with  that  ever-to-be  respected  and  sub- 
stantial class  of  our  citizens,  the  farmer. 

On  hebruary  15,  1863,  lit:  married  Marv, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph.  I).  and  Elizabeth 
(Shenk)  Myers;  she  was  born  in  Greensburg 
township,  Putnam  count)',  Ohio,  June  8,  1841. 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  was 
born  in  1802.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Barbara  (Wideman)  Shenk,  and  was  born 
in  Canada,  near  Toronto,  June  20,  1816.  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Shenk  were  among  the  first  tec  settle 
m Putnam  county,  coming  here  about  1836, 
traveling  the  entire  distance  of  500  miles  in  a 
small  wagon  drawn  by  one  horse,  and  much  of 
the  wa\  they  had  to  make  their  own  road, 
cutting  down  timber  and  underbrush  so  their 
small  wagon  could  be  drawn  through  to  their 
destination,  then  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
where  the  Indians  still  loved  to  hunt,  where 


bears,  wolves  and  deer  and  small  game  were 
plentiful.  Mr.  Shenk  located  in  Greensburg 
township  and  went  hard  to  work  to  erect  a 
small  log  house  for  his  family  and  to  clear  a 
place  where  he  could  raise  something  for  their 
immediate  necessities.  By  hard  and  faithful 
work  he  finally  had  a farm  cleared  for  himself, 
and  this  he  continued  to  improve  until  he  had 
one  of  the  best  in  that  section;  he  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Menonnite  church  and  a 
prominent  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His 
death  occurred  in  October,  1885,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  nearly  four  years,  dying  April  19, 
1889.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  chil- 
dren, Mary,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  the  eldest;  Jonas,  deceased; 
Nancy,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Hoover,  ol  Indi- 
ana; Michael,  deceased;  Barbara  and  Fannie, 
still  live  on  the  old  home  place,  and  Sophia, 
the  wife  of  Joseph  1'.  Crow,  a farmer  of  P diner 
township. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Prowant,  the  sub- 
ject of  our  biographical  sketch,  took  his  young 
wfife  to  the  old  Prowant  homestead,  where  he 
took  charge  of  the  entire  farm,  relieving  his 
parents  of  the  most  of  their  duties.  After  the 
deatli  of  his  father,  in  1867,  he  purchased  the 
old  homestead  place  and  live  there  until  1883, 
when  he  moved  to  a piece  of  uncleared  land, 
which  he  purchased  in  1863,  six  months  after 
his  marriage — a son  purchasing  his  former 
home,  the  original  Prowant  home.  Having 
moved  upon  the  new  land,  he  set  resolutely 
to  work  clearing  it,  living  in  a log  cabin  for 
several  years.  By  hard  work,  early  and  late, 
he  was  soon  able  to  see  tine  fields  of  grain 
standing  where  but  a short  time  before  stood 
nothing  but  large  forest  trees.  1 le  continued 
to  improve  his  farm  and  soon  could  boast  of 
one  of  the  best  tilled  (arms  in  the  township. 
In  1887  he  built  a fine  large  barn,  and  tile  fol- 
lowing year  his  present  largo  ai  d commodious 
two-story  house.  In  1895  he  built  another 
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large  barn  to  hold  his  ever-increasing  harvests. 
Every  year  he  added  to  his  improvements,  but 
all  his  prosperity  has  not  been  without  some 
reverses.  On  March  9,  1 872,  he  lost  his  home 
and  entire  contents  by  tire,  and  again,  August 
20,  18.83,  lire  visited  him,  his  barn  being  struck 
by  lightning  and  destroyed,  but  he  had  the 
latter  covered  by  insurance  except  about  $800. 
These  tires  occurred  while  living  on  the  old 
homestead.  These  losses  did  not  discourage 
him,  but  he  set  to  work  more  resolutely  to  re- 
trieve them,  and  the  prosperous  looks  of  every- 
thing about  the  place  show  that  he  has  fully 
done  so.  He  has  120  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  it  is  considered  one  of  the  especially  good 
farms  in  this  township.  He  makes  a specialty 
of  raising  short-horned  cattle,  Poland  China 
hogs  and  horses  of  the  higher  grades.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a stanch  republican  and  has  been 
intrusted  with  the  office  of  township  trustee  for 
four  terms.  He  has  also  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  for  a number  of  years  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  things  that  are 
for  the  good  of  the  neighborhood.  He  is  not 
a member  of  any  church,  although  his  wife  is 
member  of  the  Menonnite  church,  to  which  he 
he  gives  liberally.  He  is  a thoroughly  self- 
made  man,  having  begun  life  with  only  a team 
of  horses,  which  he  had  paid  for  by  the  savings 
of  many  months  of  hard  labor,  working  by  the 
month.  He  is  prominent  and  inlluential  in 
the  neighborhood  and  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  farmers  in  the  township.  His 
family  consists  of  six  children:  Noah  \Y., 

druggist  of  Dupont;  Joseph  C.,  who  farms  the 
old  Myers  place  in  Greensburg  township,  and 
with  him  Mrs.  Prowant’s  two  maiden  sisters 
live;  Jacob  1).,  a farmer  of  Perry  township, 
owning  and  living  on  the  original  Prowant 
homestead,  where  his  father  was  born;  Henry 
Orlando,  a farmer  at  home;  Elizabeth  K.,  the 
(ml)'  daughter,  who  still  lives  at  home,  and 
Michael  E.,  also  at  home. 


0DMUND  F.  OUAINTANCE,  one  of 
the  younger  but  prominent  and  rising 
young  farmers  of  Palmer  township, 
Putnam  countv,  is  a native  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  born  March  28,  1863,  and 
is  of  sterling  English  stock.  His  great-great- 
grandfather was  drafted,  in  England,  into  the 
British  army'  and  was  sent  over  to  America  to 
assist  in  subduing  the  Revolutionary  colonists, 
but  seeing  the  injustice  of  the  English  cause, 
deserted  it  and  joined  the  army  of  the  patriots. 
After  independence  was  gained,  he  settled  in 
Chester  countv,  Pa.,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
dying  there,  in  the  faith  of  the  Friends’  so- 
ciety, and  in  politics  a whig.  His  son.  Joseph 
Ouaintance,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  w:u  ’•eared 
to  farming,  married  Susannah  Lambourn,  and 
then  came  to  Ohio  with  wife  and  children  and 
located  in  Jefferson  county,  but  late  in  1829, 

, moved  to  Crawford  county,  where  he  cleared 
up  a farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  where  he 
and  wife  both  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They,  also,  were  members  of  the  so- 
ciety of  Friends.  In  politics  he  was  an  old- 
line  whig.  Fisher  Ouaintance,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  also  a native  of  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  born  in  1792,  was  a cooper  by 
trade,  but  mostly  followed  farming  after  com- 
ing to  Ohio,  clearing  up  160  acres  from  the 
wilderness.  He  married  Sarah  Irey,  who  was 
born  in  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  in  .791,  a 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Hannah  Irey.  Fisher 
Ouaintance,  like  his  forefathers,  was  also  a 
whig,  but  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  tor  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  To  the  marriage 
of  Fisher  and  Sarah  Ouaintance  were  born  the 
following  children:  Ann,  Fli  P.,  Hannah,  Ira, 
Susanna,  Dawson,  George  F.  and  Charles  R. 
(twins),  a nd  Sarah  | . 

Dawson  Ouaintance,  the  father  of  Edmund 
F.,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  June  22,  1826,  was  reared  a farmer,  and 
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was  married  December  31,  1850,  to  Catherine 
Ferrell,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
February  23,  1833,  a daughter  of  Edmund 
and  Nancy  (Eaton)  Ferrell.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  the  following  children : Hiram, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Minerva,  who  died  an 
infant;  Nancy  M.,  deceased;  Fisher  D.,  Ed- 
mund F.,  Ben  '1'.,  and  Santford  A. — the  last 
named  also  deceased.  To  this  family  may  be 
added  the  names  of  Ural  L.  and  Vinton  O., 
two  grandchildren,  whom  Mr.  Ouaintance  is 
rearing,  their  mother  being  dead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dawson  Ouaintance  lived  for  four  years 
in  Crawford  county  after  marriage  and  then 
moved  to  Iowa,  where  they  remained  eight 
years;  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  lived  in 
Crawford  countv  four  }’ears;  then  to  Allen 
countv,  and  finally  settled  in  Palmer  township, 
Putnam  county,  on  their  present  farm,  in  1876. 
This  tract  was  little  better  than  a huge  frog 
pond  when  Mr.  Ouaintance  took  possession, 
but  by  industry  and  the  application  of  the  im- 
proved draining  system  and  the  use  of  proper 
agricultural  implements,  he  has  converted  it 
into  as  fine  a sixty-acre  farm  as  there  is  in 
the  county.  Mr.  Ouaintance  is  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  Christ,  of  which  he  has 
been  a deacon  and  trustee  for  many  years,  and 
in  politics  he  has  for  the  past  two  years  affil- 
iated with  the  populist  party. 

Edmund  F.  Ouaintance,  the  subject  proper 
of  the  sketch,  has  been  always  engaged  in 
farming  since  his  early  youth,  and  few  of  his 
age  are  better  advanced  in  the  calling.  Jan- 
uary 6,  1884,  he  married  Miss  Delilah  Eigg,  a 
native  ol  Palmer  township,  Putnam  county, 
born  January  7,  1861,  daughter  ol  Mahlon 
and  Mary  \.  (Cox)  Eigg,  ol  Palmer  township, 
the  father  being  a substantial  farmer.  Im- 
mediately on  his  marriage  Mr.  Ouaintance  set- 
tied  on  his  present  forty  acres,  and  by  con- 
stant attention  and  indomitable  industry  has 
placed  it  on  a favorable  comparison  with  any 


farm  of  considerable  proportions  in  the  town- 
ship. In  politics  Mr.  Ouaintance  is  a populist. 
But  the  subject  in  which  Mr.  Ouaintance  is 
most  absorbed  is  the  church  of  Christ,  of  which 
he  is  now  an  elder,  and  also  a trustee,  clerk, 
superintendent  of  Sunday-school  and  teacher; 
he  is  also  treasurer  of  the  township  Sunday- 
school  association  and  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  program,  as  well  as  a member  of  the 
building  committee  of  his  church,  and  in  the 
last-named  capacity  has  displayed  great  zeal 
and  activity  in  collecting  funds  for  church  use. 
He  is  successful  in  his  good  work,  for  the  rea- 
son that  his  heart  is  in  it. 


OHN  RAABE  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Lander,  Germany,  October  10,  1828, 
a son  of  Conrad  and  Eva  Elizabeth 
(Stemmier)  Eaabe,  a full  record  of 
whom  is  given  in  the  biography  of  Henry  C. 
Eaabe,  following.  John  Eaabe  was  not  quite 
four  years  of  age  when  brought  to  America, 
with  his  father  Conrad,  who,  with  John  Discher, 
was  the  first  German  to  settle  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  The  family  landed  in  New 
York,  October  7,  1832,  and  reached  Fort  Jen- 
nings February  11,  1833,  John  Eaabe,  our 
subject,  who  had  been  baptized  in  the  German 
Reform  church  two  days  after  birth,  bringing 
his  certificate  of  baptism  with  him  —a  document 
he  still  has  in  his  possession.  Our  subject  was 
of  course  too  young  to  remember  the  voyage 
across  the  ocean,  but  he  does  remember  that 
his  father  and  John  Discher  at  first  lived,  on 
arrival,  in  the  cabin  of  Jim  Thatcher,  an  Ameri- 
can pioneer,  a half-mile  south  of  Fort  Jen- 
nings, where  they  remained  for  two  months, 
or  until  they  could  put  up  their  own  cabins. 

| Eaabe  and  Discher  were  marrie  d to  sisters,  and 
j both  settled  on  the  same  tract  in  the  woods, 

I but  lived  in  separate  cabins.  I here  was  but 
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one  log'  house  at  Fort  Jennings,  and  that  was 
occupied,  Mr.  Raabe  thinks,  by  Edward  Ladd; 
the  Harris  family  lived  a half  mile  north  of  the 
fort,  ami  the  widow  W alton  family,  American, 
one  mile  northeast;  Henry  Boda,  a Virginia 
Dutchman,  lived  about  three  and  a hall  miles 
north  of  Fort  Jennings  at  Hedrick's  ford.  An 
American  family  by  .the  name  of  Stuck  lived 
about  one  mile  south  of  the  fort,  and  about  a 
half  mile  further  south  lived  Norman  Washburn; 
another  settler,  either  a Mr.  Miller  or  a Mr. 
Harter,  lived  near  Washburn,  and  south  of  him 
the  Cochrans  had  been  settled  since  1821. 

John  Raabe  had  but  slight  educational  ad- 
vantages in  the  wilderness  of  Jennings  township 
and  thinks  that  he  attended  the  first  school 
taught  at  Fort  Jennings.  He  had  to  learn  to 
clear  land  to  farm,  to  turn  his  hand  to  car- 
pentry, to  mill  building,  to  butchering,  and 
other  pioneer  pursuits  in  order  to  live  in  com- 
fort. Deer  were  plentiful,  and  he  has  seen  as 
many  as  sixteen  in  a drove  on  the  Little  Au- 
glaize river,  coming  from  the  Sulphur  springs. 
At  the  age  fourteen  years  he  killed  his  first 
deer,  but  many  subsequently  fell  before  his 
deadly  aim — he  at  times  killing  as  many  as 
three  in  a day — and  also  killing  wild  turkeys 
innumerable.  I11  fact,  the  pioneeers  lived 
largely  on  game  and  fish,  with  which  latter  Au- 
glaize river  was  bountifully  supplied  and  which 
were  easily  captured. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Raabe  took  place 
November  22,  [853,  with  Martha  E.  Discher, 
who  was  born  February  3,  1835,  at  Fort  Jen- 
nings, a daughter  of  John  and  Maria  (Hedrick) 
Discher,  of  whom  more  may  be  read  in  the 
biography  of  Sigmond  Rekart,  on  another 
page.  Jol.n  Hedrick  was  a German,  who, 
when  single,  came  to  America  with  John 
Discher  and  located  at  Fort  Jennings.  lie 
married  a widow,  Mrs.  Catherine  Wellman,  a 
German  lady,  with  one  child  Charles.  To 
the  union  o(  |ohn  and  Catherine  (Wellman) 


Hedrick  were  born  six  children,  viz:  William, 

John,  George,  Louis,  Phoeny  and  Malinda. 
John  Hedrick,  after  living  with  his  father-in- 
law  for  a short  time,  settled  at  Hedrick’s  ford, 
four  miles  north  of  Fort  Jennings,  on  the 
Auglaize  river,  where  he  clea.red  up  a good 
farm  from  the  woods.  He  was  an  upright, 
industrious  pioneer  and  a member  of  the  Luth- 
eran church,  while  his  wife  was  a devout  Cath- 
olic. He  lived  on  his  farm  until  his  death  in 
1884,  dying  an  honored  and  venerated  man  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  ten  months  and 
eight  days. 

After  his  marriage  John  Raabe  settled  on 
his  present  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  the  wild 
woods,  seventy  acres  of  which  farm  lie  bought 
from  Joseph  Rekart,  and  twenty  acres  from 
Frederick  Schuerman-  the  latter  clear-,  '.—but 
all  now  converted  into  as  fine  a farm  as  any  of 
its  size  in  the  township.  He  lived  in  a hewn 
log  house  for  twenty-four  yea's,  but  in  1877 
built  a modern  frame  dwelling,  which  ; r com- 
fort, convenience  and  appearance  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  homes  of  his  neighbors. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raabe  have 
been  born  eleven  children,  named  as  follows; 
John  W.,  Annie,  Louisa,  Harmon,  Lena,  Al- 
bert (died  at  nine  years),  Arnolds,  Emma  A. 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years),  Mary, 
Julia  and  Lizzie-  all  born  on  the  homestead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raab  are  Lutheran  in  religion, 
and  assisted  with  their  means  to  build  the  first 
Lutheran  church  at  Fort  Jennings,  in  which 
he  has  held  the  office  of  trustee.  In  politics 
Mr.  Raabe  is  a democrat,  and  has  been  hon- 
ored by  his  party  with  a number  of  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  tow  nship  treasurer  eleven  years, 
township  trustee  several  years,  constable  ten 
years,  and  supervisor  for  several  terms.  Mr. 
Raabe  is  a typical  pioneer,  is  thoroughly  hon- 
est, and  it  is  an  honor  to  his  descendants  to 
have  sprung  from  so  worthy  a sire  as  this,  one 
of  the  first  German  settlers  of  Putnam  county. 
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ENRY  C.  RAABE,  of  Jennings  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son 
of  Henry  Raabe,  who  was  a son  of 
one  of  the  two  original  German  set- 
tlers of  Putnam  county — Conrad  Raabe,  the 
father  of  Henry,  being  one,  and  John  Discher 
the  other  Conrad  Raabe  was  born  March  I S , 
1783,  in  the  village  of  Lenderscheit,  Germany, 
and  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  five  children 
born  to  Henry  and  Catherine  Elizabeth  (Miller) 
Raabe,  viz:  Conrad,  Christian,  Henry,  Henry 

(second)  and  Catherine  E.  The  parents  were 
farmers  and  owned  fifty-three  acres  of  land  in 
their  own  right,  which  was  quite  an  estate,  as 
things  existed  in  the  old  countrv.  Henry  and 
his  family  were  members  of  the  German  Re- 
form church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  died,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  in  1833. 

Conrad  Raabe,  the  father  of  Henry,  was 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  in  his  na- 
tive village,  to  Miss  Eva  Elizabeth  Stemmier, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  viz:  Cather- 

ine E.,  who  died  at  two  and  one-half  years; 
Henry  C , Henry  (second),  Annie  E.,  Annie  C., 
John  and  Christian.  On  the  9th  of  July,  1832, 
Conrad  Raabe  left  the  old  country,  with  his 
wife  and  small  family,  in  company  with  John 
Discher,  a sketch  of  whose  family  will  be  found 
in  connection  with  that  of  Mr.  Boehmer  on  an- 
other page,  sailing  from  Bremen  in  the  good 
ship  Germany,  and  landing,  after  a passage  of 
seventy-three  days,  in  the  port  of  New  York, 
October  7,  1832.  From  New  York  they  went 
by  steamer  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  by  a 
six-horse  freight  wagon  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
thence  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  thence  to  Pickaway 
county,  and  eventually  reached  Fort  Jennings 
l'ebruar\  11,  1883.  They  found  a deserted 
log  house  and  a log  stable  on  a clearing  of 
about  ten  acres  that  had  partly  grown  to  brush 
— the  log  1 touse  then  standing  on  the  site  of 
tin  prese  nt  residence  of  Charles  \.  King,  and 
the  log  stable  occupying  the  present  site  of 


Amos  Boehmer’s  barn.  The  old  cemetery  was 
east  of  the  old  log  house  and  south  of  the 
present  farm  of  Charles  A.  King,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  present  road,  and  in  this  old 
cemetery  the  grave  of  Col.  Jennings  was 
marked  by  two  upright  posts  connected  with 
two  rails,  and  there  was  a cluster,  beside,  of 
ten  or  twelve  graves. 

Conrad  Raabe  settled  one-half  a mile  south 
of  Fort  Jennings  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Dickman,  and  there  resided  until  1834, 
and  then  lived  on  the  land  of  Henry  Joseph 
Boehmer,  one-quarter  of  a mile  southeast  of 
Fort  Jennings.  Both  the  places  were  in  the 
woods,  and  a patch  on  each  had  to  be  cleared 
before  any  crop  could  be  raised.  The  first 
year  Mr.  Raabe  and  his  two  sons,  Henry  and 
Henry  (second),  assisted  by  the  mother,  cleared 
up  three  acres  of  the  last-named  place,  and  in 
June  of  1833  put  in  a crop  of  corn,  with  good 
results,  and  for  some  time  the  family  lived  on 
corn  bread  and  game.  There  were  some  few 
settlers  on  the  Auglaize  river,  and  Thaddeus 
Harris  and  his  son  Henry,  Americans,  lived 
three-quarters  of  a mile  north  of  Fort  Jen- 
nings, owning  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  cleared, 
and  had  been  there  several  years.  Jim 
Thatcher  lived  one-half  a mile  south  of  the 
fort,  and  had  about  thirty  acres  cleared,  and 
an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  had  settled 
two  miles  south,  had  ten  acres  cleared,  and 
had  a son  named  Aaron  living  in  the  vicinity. 
These  were  about  all  the  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Jennings  at  that  time,  and 
there  were  no  settlers  at  all  in  Delphos.  A 
man  named  Henry  Boda  lived  at  Hedrick’s 
ford,  three  and  a half  miles  north,  and  the 
Cochrans  were  settled  four  miles  or  so  to  the 
south,  on  the  Auglaize  river,  and  had  been 
there  since  1821.  The  Raabe  family  did  not 
suffer  for  want  of  food,  and  were  quite  com- 
fortable in  their  log  cabin.  Conrad  Raabe 
and  his  family  were  members  of  the  German 
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Reform  church,  but  there  was  no  preaching  of 
that  faith  in  the  neighborhood  for  several 
years.  About  eight  years  later  a Catholic 
priest  came  from  Minster  and  held  services  at 
I'ort  Jennings-  about  1838— and  about  1843 
the  Rev.  William  Fuhrman  came  from  New 
Bremen  in  the  interest  of  the  Reform  church. 
Mr.  Ivaabe  died  in  this  faith  August  23,  1854, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In  January, 
1845,  Conrad  Raabe  had  purchased  ninety- 
four  acres  of  the  farm  on  which  our  subject, 
Henry  C.  Raabe,  now  lives.  He  settled  on 
this  place  in  1842,  built  a log  cabin,  cleared 
up  fifteen  acres,  and  in  1851  sold  the  place  to 
his  son  Henry  and  went  to  live  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Annie  C.,  wife  of  William  Rasner,  living- 
in  Peru,  Ind.,  where  his  death  took  place  on 
the  day  named  above. 

Henry  Raabe,  father  cf  our  subject,  was 
born  November  16,  1815,  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Germany,  received  a good  education 
in  his  native  land,  and  through  his  own  efforts 
and  by  aid  of  a spelling-book  learned  English 
after  reaching  this  country.  He  was  about 
seventeen  years  of  age  on  his  arrival  here, 
and  still  remembers  the  inpidents  that  occurred 
on  the  voyage  and  the  settlement  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Ohio.  He,  being  the  eldest  son,  set  at 
work  to  aid  in  clearing  up  the  land  and  in  mak- 
ing a farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1837,  at  I'ort  Jennings,  he  married  Miss 
Ann  Catherine- Peters,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 29,  1818,  in  the  same  village  with  himself 
in  Germany,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ann 
Elizabeth  (Idia)  Peters — old  acquaintances. 
Andrew  Peters  and  his  family  came  to  America 
in  1837,  and  settled  on  Jennings  creek,  pur- 
chasing a tract  of  forty  acres,  which  he  subse- 
quently converted  into  a good  farm.  He  here 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  the  father 
of  eight  children,  vi/.  : Conrad,  Ann  C.,  Eck- 
hart,  Catherine  E.,  Charles,  Marv  A.,  Fred- 
erick and  Louis.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 


Raabe  settled  on  forty  acres  in  the  woods  one 
mile  north  of  Fort  Jennings.  This  land  he 
had  purchased  previously  and  afterward  added 
to  it  until  he  owned  eighty-five  acres,  of  which 
he  cleared  thirty-five  acres.  He  then  sold 
and  bought  a portion  of  his  father’s  place, 
consisting  of  ninety-four  acres,  to  which  he 
added  thirteen,  making  a total  of  107  acres, 
all  of  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  by 
thrift  and  industry  earned  sufficient  to  purchase 
an  additional  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Monterey 
township.  To  Henry  Raabe  and  wife  were 
born  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  as  follows:  John  C., 
Elizabeth,  Eckhart,  Mary  A.,  Christian  Philo- 
mena,  Henry  C,  and  Charles.  In  politics 
Henry  Raabe  is  a democrat  and  has  held  all 
the  offices  in  his  township  except  that  of  con- 
stable. He  and  all  his  family  are  members  of 
the  German  Reform  church,  i f which  lie  was 
one  of  the  organizers  in  Jennings  township; 
he  also  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  church 
at  Delphos,  as  well  as  in  building  tk  • first 
hewn-log  house  in  the  town  in  1843.  lie  has 
probably  lived  in  Putnam  county  longer  than 
any  other  person  within  its  bounderies,  and 
has  always  been  known  and  honored  for  his 
public  spirit  and  sterling  honesty.  He  possesses 
one  of  the  most  tenacious  memories  that  man 
was  ever  endowed  with  and  can  without  a 
moment's  hesitation  give  the  date  of  any 
public  (.went  within  his  cognizance  or  any 
occurrence  in  his  ow  n life.  He  is  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  him  and  is  passing  his  declining 
years  in  blissful  peace.  His  estimable  wife  was 
called  to  rest  November  5,  1890,  after  1 mar- 
ried life  of  fifty-three  years  to  a day. 

Henry  C.  Raabe,  son  of  above,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  in  Jennings  township  Jan- 
uary 5,  1858,  received  a good  common-school 
education  and  was  reared  a practical  farmer 
September  12,  1888,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride’s  parents  at  Delphos,  he  was  married  to 
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Miss  Anna  Loeffel,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Barbara  Loeffel,  natives  of  Germany  and  the 
parents  of  three  daughters — Lizzie,  Anna  and 
Amelia.  This  family  are  all  members  of  the 
German  Reform  church  and  are  of  the  highest 
respectability.  After  marriage  Mr.  Raabe 
settled  on  the  old  place,  where  he  still  lives, 
his  marriage  having  been  blessed  with  three 
children  - Lena,  Lucille  and  Jennie.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  German  Reform 
church;  in  politics  he  is  a democrat,  and  has 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  Delphos  tribe,  No. 
138,  I.  O.  R.  M.  He  is  the  owner  of  a tine 
farm  of  ninety-six  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
skillful  agriculturists  in  Putnam  county,  where 
he  is  widelv  known  and  highly  respected. 


W^y’lLLlAM  PATRICK,  deceased,  was 
MM  I born  in  Ireland,  April  27,  1792,  and 
on  first  coming  to  America  located 
in  PennsN  lvania,  whence  he  moved 
to  Indiana,  in  which  state  he  lived  fourteen 
years,  and  then  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Knox  county  following  his  trade  of  black- 
smithing  in  all  these  places.  March  11,  1834, 
he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  entered  123 
acres  of  land  on  the  river,  two  miles  above 
Gilboa,  in  Blanchard  township,  and  here  estab- 
lished a blacksmith  shop,  and  cleared  up  and 
improved  his  land.  He  had  married  Nellie 
Smith,  born  in  Pennsylvania  December  8,  1 796, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  eleven  children, 
.is  follows;  Louisa,  who  was  first  married  to 
William  Coaklew , and,  after  his  death,  to  a 
Mr.  Hope;  )ames;  Joseph,  deceased;  Man, 
w ho  was  married  to  a Mr.  Rutledge;  Catherine, 
now  Mrs  Wesley  Finns;  Martha,  deceased 
wife  of  Simon  b'rani/;  Fllen,  wife  of  John 
1 uni;  Small,  wile  of  Richard  Wood;  Wilson, 
of  Michigan;  Lucinda,  who  died  in  infancy, 

and  Betsey,  now  Mrs.  Simpson.  Both  parents 
23 


died  on  the  homestead  in  Putnam  county,  the 
father,  May  23,  1862,  and  the  mother,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1 888,  both  deeply  mourned  by 

their  sorrowing  children  and  an  extensive  cir- 
cle of  true  friends. 

James  Patrick,  the  eldest  son  in  the  above 
family,  was  born  September  8,  1817,  in  Alle- 

gheny county,-  Pa.,  and  in  1834  came  with 
his  parents  to  Blanchard  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  He  lived  on  the  homestead  till 
1847,  then  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  sections  4 
and  5,  in  the  same  township.  This  land  was 
in  the  deep  forest  and  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, but  under  the  usual  penaltv  of  hard  labor 
and  deprivation,  Mr.  Patrick  succeeded  in  con- 
verting it  into  as  hue  a farm  as  there  is  in  the 
county.  Later,  Mr.  Patrick  purchased  the  old 
homestead  in  its  entirety,  but  later  sold  this 
to  George  Winernan,  and  added  fortv  acres  to 
his  own  farm,  thus  extending  it  to  Van  Buren 
township. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Patrick  took  place 
August  21,  1842.  to  Harriet  C onn,  who  was 
born  in  1816,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Conn,  the 
union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  *even  children, 
as  follows:  William,  who  was  a soldier  in 

company  I,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, and  died  in  New  Alban)',  Ind.,  January, 
1863,  from  the  effects  of  exposure  during  his 
service.  Thomas,  the  second  child,  also  died 
in  1 863;  Amanda  was  first  married  to  Lewis- 
Carter,  and  after  his  death  to  Lewis  Woodruff; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  James  Carnahan;  Lucinda, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Cris.-.,  but, 
with  her  husband,  is  deceased;  Harriet  P.  is 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Bright,  and  Martha,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  Farrcntine.  Mr.  Patrick  has 
been  very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Blanch- 
ard township  ewer  since  settling  here.  In  the 
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tee,  and  has  been  an  able  worker  for  his  party. 
As  an  agriculturist  he  has  few  equals,  and 
as  a citizen  he  is  liberal,  enterprising  and 
progressive. 


ENJAMIN  P.  RADABAUGH,  one  of 
the  substantial  and  progressive  farm- 
ers of  Ottawa  township,  Putnam  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
July  20,  1833.  His  father,  John  M.  Rada- 
baugh,  the  son  of  Martin  Radabaugh,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  in  1800,  and  when  but  three  years 
old  his  parents  brought  him  to  Ohio  and  set- 
tled m Licking  county,  where  they  were  among 
the  very  earliest  pioneers  of  that  county,  and 
underwent  the  many  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  opening  up  a new  country.  He 
received  his  education  in  a little  school-house 
111  the  neighborhood  and  then  learned  the 
cooper's  trade.  About  1823  he  married  Sophia 
Fairbanks,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Fairbanks. 
She  was  born  in  1803  in  Vermont,  her  parents, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  state,  having,  in 
1814,  joined  the  throng  of  those  crossing  the 
mountains,  and  settling  in  Muskingum  county, 
Ohio,  where  the)-  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Radabaugh  followed 
the  cooper's  trade  in  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
until  1833,  when  he  moved  to  Hancock  county, 
w here  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  three  years.  Nine  years  later  he  moved  to 
Gilboa,  Putnam  county,  where  he  remained 
until  1844,  when  he  moved  to  Ottawa  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  years, 
and  died  in  Ottawa,  October  13,  1857,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Catholic  church,  though  in  early 
life  lie  and  his  wife  had  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Fpiscopal  church.  He  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  six  years  in  Ottawa 
township,  Putnam  count)’,  and  was  a democrat 
m politics.  The  wife  died  in  |une,  1881,  also 
in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church.  Their 


children  were  four  in  number:  William,  who 

was  born  March  1,  1829,  and  was  killed  in  de- 
fense of  his  country  in  September,  1864;  Ben- 
jamin P.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Mary  F., 
the  wife  of  John  Ward,  of  Ottawa,  and  Hor- 
ace, who  w'as  born  September  5,  1839,  and 
died  December  24,  1882. 

.Benjamin  P.  Radabaugh,  the  son  of  John 
M.  and  Sophia  Radabaugh,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Ottawa,  where 
he  had  passed  his  boyhood.  On  the  6th  of 
May,  1861,  he  married  Lydia,  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Adeline  (Palmer)  Allen;  this  lady 
w'as  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 13,  1838,  her  father  being  a native  of  that 
county  and  her  mother  of  Virginia.  They 
have  five  other  children,  only  three  of  whom 
are  living:  The  wife  of  the  subject  of  our 

sketch;  Caroline  Reidenour,  and  Mrs.  Luc) 
Troyer,  of  Grant  county,  Ind.  I11  wv53  the 
parents  had  moved  with  their  children  from 
Columbiana  county  to  this  county,  where  the 
parents  purchased  a farm  and  lived  there  until 
their  respective  deaths,  the  mother  dying  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

About  ten  days  after  his  marriage  Mr  Rad- 
abaugh responded  to  his  country’s  call  for 
faithful  men,  by  enlisting  under  Capt.  Allen, 
in  company  1),  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  for  three  months’  service.  The  coin- 
pan)’  was  sent  by  wav  of  Toledo,  Columbus 
and  Gallipolis  to  West  Virginia,  when  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Scarry  Creek,  where 
his  captain  and  lieutenant  were  killed.  He 
remained  one  month  beyond  the  term  of  en- 
listment and  then  returned  home  and  took  up 
the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  he  being  rather 
a man  of  peace  than  of  war.  He  has  con- 
tinued fanning  ever  since,  except  two  years, 
which  lie  spent  in  the  town  of  Ottawa.  He  is 
not  a member  of  any  church,  though  he  con- 
tributes liberally  to  all  good  causes.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Thomas  Allen  post,  No.  578, 
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G.  A.  R.,  of  Ottawa.  Politically  he  supports 
the  democratic  party  in  national  affairs,  but  in 
local  affairs  he  believes  that  principles  and 
men  are  superior  to  any  party.  For  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  the  township.  Id  is  family  consists  of 
eight  children,  viz:  Elmer  E.,  of  Miller  City; 

Florence  May,  the  wife  of  Henry  Agner,  of 
Ottawa;  Allen,  now  living  in  Indiana;  Cora; 
John,  of  Grant  county,  Ind. ; William;  Mary 
C.,  and  Isaac,  who  died  when  a small  child. 


OLOMON  RAGER,  a deceased  farmer 
of  Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Franklin  county 
June  23,  1850,  a son  of  John  Rager, 
of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  descent.  Solomon  was 
reared  to  farming  in  his  native  county,  and 
January  18,  1872,  married  Miss  Helena  Coon, 
the  union  being  blessed  with  seven  children, 
born  in  the  following  order:  Mrs.  Olive  Good, 
who  died  December  31,1 893  ; Alonzo,  a farmer; 
Luke,  carrying  on  the  home  farm  ; Elmer,  also 
a farmer;  Lewis,  aged  fourteen  years;  Chester, 
aged  eleven,  and  Verda,  aged  nine  years,  the 
latter  three  residing  with  their  mother.  After 
Ins  marriage,  Solomon  Rager  farmed  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  until  August,  1884,  and  on 
the  23d  of  that  month  settled  in  Putnam 
count)',  where  he  continued  to  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  [anuary  17,  1885.  He 
was  a republican  in  politics,  and  fraternally 
was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at 
\\  mchester 

Mrs.  Helena  Rager  was  born  in  Franklin 
:ounty,  Ohio,  October  14,  [852.  Her  father, 
Luke  Coon,  was  born  in  Pickawniv  count), 
Jhio,  October  8,  1826,  and  was  of  Dutch-Irish 
mrentage.  lie  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
of  his  parents,  and  at  the  proper  age 
narried  Mis-,  Susan  Arnett,  a native  of  Penn- 
qlvania  and  of  Dutch  parentage  To  the 


I union  of  Luke  and  Susan  Coon  were  born  six 
children,  viz:  Mrs.  Sarah  McKee,  of  Illinois; 
John,  a farmer  of  the  same  state;  Helena, 

1 widow  of  Solomon  Rager;  George,  a farmer  of 
Indiana;  Mrs.  Emilie  Pugh,  deceased,  and  Jen- 
nie, wife  Eli  Adams,  also  a farmer  of  Illinois. 
After  his  marriage,  Coon  continued  farming 
until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Illinois,  where 
he  lost  his  wife  in  1859;  he  re-married,  how- 
I ever,  and  maintained  his  residence  in  Illinois 
! until  about  1882,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio 
and  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Rager,  until  his  death,  which  took  place  about 
the  year  1887.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics 
and  in  religion  was  a Universalist.  His  daugh- 
j ter,  Mrs.  Rager,  was  carefully  educated  in  her 
I earilv  girlhood  at  Macon,  111.,  and  in  that  state 
j her  marriage  took  place.  She  is  a member  of 
I the  Christian  church,  and  the  elder  three  of 
| her  children  belong  to  the  same  denomination. 

1 In  1888  she  erected  her  present  handsome 
I dwelling,  where  she  is  surrounded  with  sin- 
i cere  friends  and  a large  circle  of  admiring 
| acquaintances. 


ENRY  D.  REAM,  proprietor  ol  the 
saw  and  planing-mills  of  Ottawa  and 
leading  lumber  dealer  of  that  city,  is 
a son  of  Abraham  Ream,  of  Stark 
I county,  Ohio,  and  Anna  (Miller j Ream,  who 
j was  also  born  in  the  same  count)  and  state. 

) Abraham  Ream  was  born  of  German  parent- 
I age,  spent  his  boyhood  years  in  the  county  of 
| Stark,  and  by  occupation  was  a farmer,  though 
; for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  school  work 
as  a teacher.  Later  in  life  he  embarked  in 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Canton,  where  he 
t opened  a general  store,  continuing  the  same 
1 until  1856,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  llan- 
I cock  county,  and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  at  the  little  town  ol  New  talk,  having 
I been  proprietor  of  that  village.  In  i860,  lie 
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started  a branch  store  at  the  town  of  Ada, 
Ohio,  disposed  of  his  interests  at  Newstark  four 
years  later,  and  from  [.S64  to  1873  was  promi- 
nently identified  in  the  mercantile  interests  of 
Ada.  In  the  latter  year,  in  partnership  with 
his  son,  P.  W.  Ream,  he  started  the  business 
which  is  now  successfully  carried  on  by  Henry 
1).  Ream,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  con- 
tinued the  same  until  his  retirement  from  act- 
ive life  in  1876.  His  birth  occurred  near 
Canton,  December  10,  1821.  His  marriage 
was  solemnized  October  6,  1846,  and  he  died 
April  25,  1895.  Mrs.  Ream  died  in  1884  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Abraham  and  Anna 
Ream  had  a family  of  seven  children,  viz: 
Philip  W'.,  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Casey 
county,  Ky. ; Henry  D. ; Mary  C.,  wife  of  R.  S. 
Shanks;  Isaac  N.,  during  life  an  employee  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  A Quincy  railroad,  killed 
in  a railroad  accident  in  1888;  Jacob  B.,  fur- 
niture dealer  at  Ada;  Levi  O.,  also  a resident 
of  Ada,  and  Anderson  W.,  teacher  of  teleg- 
raphy in  the  Findlay  Business  college.  Abra- 
ham Ream  was  a man  ol  strong  convictions, 
and  for  many  years  took  a decided  stand  as  an 
abolitionist  against  the  institution  of  slavery. 
He  did  much  for  the  advancement  of  Hancock 
county,  was  a leader  in  many  reform  move- 
ments, and  took  an  active  interest  m political 
matters  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Henry  D.  Ream,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Canton  January  1,  1850,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Hardin  county,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  Normal  college  at  Ada.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  he  began  working  at  the 
trade  of  masonry,  and  it  is  a fact  worthy  of 
note  that  before  his  sixteenth  year  he  entered 
into  a contract  to  erect  a brick  building.  He 
molded  and  burnt  the  brick  for  the  house,  su- 
perintended its  construction,  and  turned  it  over 
lo  the  owner,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
latter.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  con- 


stantly engaged  in  contracting,  and  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  building  in  various  parts  of  Ohio, 

■ some  of  his  contracts  representing  over  $40,000. 

From  the  beginning  Mr.  Ream  has  been 
j actuated  by  a desire  to  succeed,  and  his  life  is 
a striking  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished 
j in  the  face  of  discouraging  circumstances.  He, 
indeed,  began  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  but 
gradually  overcame  every  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  his  advancement,  and  has  met  with  success 
such  as  few  in  much  longer  life  have  attained. 
Mr.  Ream  became  a resident  of  the  county  of 
Putnam  in  1877,  and  has  since  made  his  home 
in  Ottawa.  In  addition  to  his  planing-mili 
and  lumber  yard  he  owns  other  Valuable  prop- 
erty, among  which  is  a beautiful  city  residence 
and  a fine  farm  consisting  of  210  acres  in 
Monroe  township.  His  farm  is  a model  in 
many  respects,  being  highly  cultivated,  fenced 
1 with  the  Paige  wire  fencing,  and  contains  over 
twenty  miles  of  tile  drainage.  The  greater 
part  of  the  land  he  cleared  himself,  and  his 
buildings  are  among  the  best  in  the  county. 
His  place  is  well  stocked  with  superior  breeds 
of  cattle,  hogs,  etc.,  and  aside  from  his  real 
j estate  in  Putnam  county  he  possesses  valuable 
property  in  Indiana  and  other  states.  Politic- 
ally Mr.  Ream  is  a stanch  prohibitionist  He 
! was  married  May  16,  1871,  to  Miss  Myranda 
Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Hardin  county  Janu- 
ary 14,  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ream  have  four 
children,  viz:  Harry  < .,  Alfred  A , Lillian  L. 

and  an  infant  daughter. 


OHN  HENRY  RECKER,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Union  township,  was  born  in 
Ottawa  township,  Putnam  countv. Ohio, 
August  1,  184G.  His  father,  Henry  Keeker, 
was  born  in  Hanover,  March  17.  1800,  there 
received  his  education,  and  was  reared  on  a 
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farm.  He  was  three  times  married— the  last 
time  to  Mary  K.  Kluppenburger,  who  was  the 
mother  of  his  only  child,  John  Henry,  the- sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch.  Some  time  in 
the  early  ’thirties  the  father  left  the  fatherland 
and  came  to  America  and  entered  forty  acres 
of  government  land  in  Ottawa  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  on  which  he  built  a log 
cabin  ami  went  earnestly  to  work  clearing  a 
farm;  soon  the  giant  trees  were  laid  low  and 
rolled  into  heaps  and  burned,  and  a tine  farm 
was  redeemed  from  the  forest.  He  underwent 
many  privations  and  hardships  during  this  earl)' 
life  on  the  farm,  but  as  time  passed  by  he 
bought  other  tracts  of  land  and  improved  them, 
until  at  one  time  he  owned  200  acres  of  tine 
farm  land.  He  was  very  successful,  and  an 
upright,  honest  citizen,  much  respected  by  all. 
In  politics  he  was  a democrat  and  he  and  his 
wife  both  members  of  the  Glandorf  Catholic 
church.  He  died  on  September  21,  1866,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  forty-three  days. 

John  Henry  Becker,  an  only  child,  was 
given  a good  education  in  both  the  English  and 
German  languages  in  Glandorf.  He  lived  on 
his  father's  farm  until  1867,  and  on  May  21, 
of  that  year,  he  married  Paulina  Kahle,  who 
was  born  in  Greensburg  township,  March  16, 
1846.  (See  the  family  history  of  I.  H.  Kahle, 
which  will  be  found  in  this  volume.)  After  mar- 
riage the  young  couple  settled  on  a farm  which 
Mr.  Becker  had  purchased  in  Ottawa  town- 
ship, where  the)'  lived  until  1877,  when  they 
moved  to  the  farm  where  they  now  live.  Mr. 
Becker  is  a progressive  and  successful  farmer 
and  a breeder  of  line  stock,  and  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  Union  township.  In 
politics  he  is  a democrat,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Kalida  Catholic  church.  At 
present  he  is  interested  in  the  developing  of 
the  Putnam  county  oil  held.  He  is  held  in 
high  esteem  b\  his  neighbors  and  respected  by 
all  who  come  in  contact  with  him.  His  chil- 


dren are  ten  in  number — Frank,  Mena,  Paulina, 
August,  Barney,  Amelia,  Joseph,  Ferronia, 
Amos  and  Louie. 


*yyy»ARREN  E.  REED,  M.  IT,  physi- 
■ ■ I c‘an  and  surgeon,  ex-county  official 
and  prominent  business  man  of  Ot- 
tawa, is  an  Ohioan,  born  and  reared 
in  the  county  of  Allen.  The  doctor’s  father, 
Manuel  Reed,  was  a native  of  Trumbull  county, 
but  became  a resident  of  the  county  of  Allen 
as  early  as  1834,  purchasing  a tract  of  160 
acres  of  government  land  that  year,’  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  city  of  Lima.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  O’Harr,  daughter  of  Arthur 
OTIarr,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Franklin  county, 
and  to  whom  was  born  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom,  with  but  one  exception, 
grew  to  maturity.  The  oldest  son,  Arthur,  a 
gallant  soldier  of  the  late  war,  died  at  Lima  in 
1865,  leaving  two  children;  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  was  Warren  F.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  paragraph;  then  follow  Lormda, 
wife  of  J.  L.  Smith,  of  Lima;  John  \Y\,  ex- 
soldier, at  this  time  a fruit  grower  in  California; 
Irvin,  who  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  near 
Lima;  Uretta,  wife  of  Andrew  McClintock,  of 
Allen  county;  Sarah,  married  Samuel  Schap- 
pell,  of  Auglaize  county;  Anna,  wife  of  Jere- 
miah Bowsher;  Aldulia,  wife  of  William  Mc- 
Beth,  and  Jenetta,  who  departed  this  life  in 
early  childhood.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  a farmer  and  carpenter  and  is  remembered 
as  a man  of  quiet  and  unostentatious  manners, 
and  strict  integrity.  The  mother  was  de- 
scended from  an  old  English  family,  a number 
of  representatives  of  which  settled  many  years 
ago  in  Pennsylvania.  The  doctor’s  paternal 
ancestors  were  also  pioneers  of  the  Key- 
stone state. 

Dr.  Warren  E.  Reed  received  his  literary 
1 education  in  the  district  schools  and  high  school 
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of  Lima,  and  when  a young  man  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Harper  of  the 
aforesaid  citv,  under  whose  instructions  he 
continued  for  some  time,  making  substantial 
progress  in  the  interim.  Subsequently  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  university 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1866,  and  later,  in  order  to  better  prepare 
himself  for  his  life  work,  took  a course  in  the 
college  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  New 
York  city.  In  the  spring  of  1867,  Dr.  Reed 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  the 
town  of  Kalida,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1890,  his  business  in  the  meantime  ex- 
tended over  the  central  and  western  parts  of 
Putnam  county.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
elected,  on  the  republican  ticket,  county  au- 
ditor, and  at  once  removed  to  Ottawa,  in  order 
to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his  official  func- 
tions. The  doctor’s  election  was  certainly  a 
flattering  compliment  to  a worthy  man,  as  he 
succeeded  in  overcoming  a standard  majority 
of  nearly  2,000  and  led  his  ticket  by  an  over- 
whelming vote.  The  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  constituents  was  by  no  means  mis- 
placed, as  he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office 
with  capability  and  dispatch  and  proved  a 
most  popular  guardian  of  the  trust  awarded 
him.  He  served  as  auditor  one  term,  and  in 
January,  1894,  was  appointed  one  of  the 
assignees  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Ottawa;  in 
July  following,  in  partnership  with  I.  H. 
Kahle  of  Glandorf  and  W.  H.  Harper,  Jr.,  he 
organized  the  Bank  of  Ottawa,  with  which  he 
is  still  identified,  being  president  of  the  institu- 
tion at  this  time.  This  bank  does  an  exten- 
sive business  and  is  one  of  the  solid  institutions 
ol  the  kind  in  northwestern  Ohio. 

In  the  midst  of  his  business  and  official 
duties,  Dr.  Reed  did  not  neglect  his  profes- 
simial  practice,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  was 
e'  er  a business  man  more  attentive  to  the 
wants  of  the  public,  or  a professional  man 


more  attentive  to  the  wants  of  his  patients 
than  was  he  for  several  years  after  his  removal 
to  the  count)'  seat.  By  close  attention  to  his 
profession  and  bv  hard  study  he  became, 
while  at  Kalida,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  the  county  and  he  still  enjoys 
a large  and  lucrative  practice,  much  more  than 
local.  He  is  a respected  and  useful  citizen 
and  is  closely  identified  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Ottawa  and  Putnam  county. 
The  doctor  is  a member  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal association,  Ohio  State  Medical  society 
and  the  Northwestern  Medical  association,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Masonic  Mater- 
nity, in  which  he  has  taken  the  chapter,  coun- 
cil and  coinmandery  degrees.  In  addition  to 
his  professional  business  and  official  career,  the 
doctor  has  a record  as  a military  man,  having 
served  in  the  late  war  as  a member  of  com- 
pany G,  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  volunteer  "ifan- 
try,  with  which  he  took  part  in  a number  of 
battles  and  skirmishes,  the  most  note  1 of 
which  were  Pea-Ridge  and  the  siege  of  Corinth. 

Dr.  Reed  and  Miss  Clyde  Gordon,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  John  H.  Gordon,  deceased,  en- 
tered into  the  marriage  relation  in  ,1873,  and 
their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Gordon,  Mary  and  Nellie. 


HOMAS  REES,  a thriving  farmer  of 
Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Wales,  February 
7,  1830,  and  was  reared  to  coal  min- 
ing under  his  father,  for  whom  he  worked  un- 
til he  reached  his  majority.  In  1851  he  came 
to  America,  landing  in  New  York,  whence  he 
came  direct  to  Ohio,  having  in  his  pocket  one 
sovereign  only,  and  for  nine  years  he  followed 
coal  mining  at  Youngstown.  Having  saved 
some  money,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
| Putnam  county,  and  in  (860  moved  upon  it, 

! built  a cabin  and  started  to  clearing,  but  in 
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1863  disposed  of  this  land  and  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  on  which  he  still  resides  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  to  which  he  has  added  forty 
acres.  He  has  also  increased  the  original 
clearance  of  fifteen  acres  to  nearly  100  acres, 
and  has  replaced  the  rude  log  cabin  with  a 
modern  two-story  frame  dwelling;  he  has,  be- 
side; erected  a commodious  barn,  built  all  re- 
quisite out-houses,  set  out  an  orchard,  ditched 
and  tiled  his  fields  and  placed  all  his  cleared 
land  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation;  he  has 
also  given  considerable  attention  to  graded  live 
stock — horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs. 

In  1864  Mr.  Rees  enlisted  in  the  100-day 
service,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  serving  under  Capt.  Patrick 
on  guard  duty  at  Washington,  D C. , and  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  He  had,  how- 
ever, suffered  much  from  exposure  to  the  sun 
while  in  the  service,  and  was  thus  rendered 
somewhat  incapacitated  for  farm  labor;  but  he 
worked  on,  nevertheless,  until  1884,  when  he 
made  a trip  to  Wales  for  the  improvement  of 
his  health  and  also  to  visit  a brother;  but  the 
climate  of  the  old  country  was  too  damp  for 
his  constitution,  and  He  soon  returned  to  his 
farm  and  resumed  his  agricultural  labors. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Rees  took  place  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hughes,  who  was  born  in  Wales,  April  19, 1835, 
a daughter  of  Richard  and  May  (Williams) 
Hughes,  and  who,  in  1838,  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  America.  The  Hughes  family,  on 
reaching  the  United  States,  first  located  in 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  they  resided 
about  six  years  and  then  removed  to  Youngs- 
town, where  Mr.  Hughes  acted  as  foreman 
about  the  coal  mines  until  1855,  when  he  came 
to  Putnam  count)',  bought  an  improved  farm, 
and  here  died  July  28,  1894,  having  lost  his 
wife  about  1877.  Mr.  I luglies  was  a well  edu- 
cated an  i intelligent  gentleman,  who  had  never 


been  used  to  labor  in  the  old  country,  and  was 
credited  with  a remarkable  judgment  as  to  live 
stock,  of  which  he  was  very  fond.  He  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Welsh  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
viz:  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Rees),  David  R. , Wini- 
fred, Corner  R.  ("died  in  the  army),  John  (who 
served  in  the. late  war  and  died  a year  later). 
James  F. , Thomas  W. , Mary  J.  and  Martha 
A.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rees  have  also  been  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  one  died  young,  the 
living  ones  being  Mary,  wife  of  Timothy  Evans; 
Philip,  a fanner;  Janet,  a dress-maker;  Mar- 
garet, married  to  }ohn  J.  Jones,  a commercial 
traveler;  Winnie,  A.,  wife  of  John  G.  Jones,  a 
farmer;  Richard,  a farmer;  Mattie  E , and 
Thomas  J.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Rees  is  highly 
respected  by  his  neighbors  as  an  industrious 
and  intelligent  husbandman,  and  is  an  upright 
and  useful  citizen,  who  is  never  behindhand 
when  called  on  to  assist  in  the  promotion  of 
any  project  designed  for  the  good  of  the  public. 


HNDREW  REM  LINGER,  the  son  of 
Sebastian  and  Mary  (Hoover)  Rem- 
linger,  was  born  on  November  20, 
1836,  in  Lorraine,  then  a part  of 
France — Lorraine!  which  has  so  often  caused 
ill  feelings  and  not  unfrequently  wars  between 
France  and  Germany  for  its  possession. 
Though  born  where  wars  and  strife  were  fre- 
quent, yet  Mr.  Remlinger  is  distinctively  a man 
of  peace,  preferring  rather  the  quiet  of  the  farm 
to  the  noisy  struggles  of  the  city.  His  father 
and  mother  were  both  born  in  Lorraine,  on 
January  20,  1806,  and  January  16,  1812,  re- 
spectively. 

Sebastian  Remlinger,  the  father,  received 
his  education  during  odd  times  when  he  w as 
1 not  learning  the  wagon-maker’s  trade.  lie 
1 served  eight  years  in  the  French  ann\  and  in 
I 1832  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Anthony 
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Hoover,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  first  class  in 
the  French  army.  For  fifteen  years  after  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  lived  in  France, 
where  the  husband  followed  his  trade.  In 
1 847  they  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Milan,  Frie  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
the  trade  of  ship-building  until  1859,  when  he 
moved  to  W yandot  county,  where  he  bought 
a farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  April,  1865, 
when  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  his  son,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  now  lives.  After  1879  he  lived 
with  his  son  until  November  28,  1890,  when 
death  called  him  to  follow  his  wife,  who  had 
died  on  February  14,  1877.  They  both  were 
members  of  the  Fort  Jennings  Catholic  church. 
In  politics  he  was  a democrat.  Their  family 
consisted  of  twelve  children:  Thomas,  de- 

ceased; Andrew,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Philip,  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  who  served  in 
the  late  war;  Peter,  living  in  Norwalk  town- 
ship, Huron  county;  Margaret,  wife  of  Martin 
Swartzmiller,  of  Saginaw  county,  Mich.  ; Chris- 
tine, wife  of  William  Hedricks,  a butcher  of 
Delphos,  Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Burton, 
the  foreman  of  the  stave  factory  at  Spencer- 
ville,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Sarah  Anderson,  of  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  and  four  deceased  infants. 

While  yet  in  France,  Andrew  Remlinger 
was  able  to  attend  school  but  three  months, 
but  realizing  his  misfortune  he  has  always 
sought  every  opportunity  to  improve  himself 
in  every  way  possible,  so  that  he  is  now  a well- 
read  man.  While  yet  a youth  he  learned  the 
trade  of  ship-builder,  and  followed  this  trade 
from  1852  to  1865,  and  within  this  time  he 
was  employed  by  the  United  States  as  ship- 
builder at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Bridge- 
port, Ala. 

On  November  25,  1862,  Andrew  Remlin- 
ger married  Lena,  the  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Elizabeth  Bruce,  but  she  did  not  live  long, 
dying  August  22,  1864.  In  February,  1863, 


the  husband  went  to  Alabama,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  Federal  service  in  the  Tennes- 
see river  until  the  close  of  the  war,  in  Mav, 
1865.  He  then  returned  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  lie  worked  until  the  fall  of  that  year 
(1865),  and  then  went  to  Fremont,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  for  two  months,  then  worked 
two  weeks  in  Milan,  Ohio,  and  then  quit  his 
trade  and  moved  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he 
worked  for  five  years,  till  1871,  in  the  railroad 
shops  located  there.  He  then  lived  a year  on 
a farm  in  Erie  county,  Ohio.  June  19,  1866, 
he  married  Mary  P.,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Beyer)  Haffel,  the  bride  having  been 
born  in  Peru  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
March  21,  1843,  her  parents  being  Germans. 
In  1 872  he  bought  a place  in  Jennings  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  farmed  it  three  years, 
and  then  bought  the  place  where  he  now  lives. 
His  family  consists  of  five  children,  viz:  Lewis 

Peter,  born  April  28,  1867,  an  excellent  young 
man,  but  in  poor  health,  who  farms  at  home, 
Charles  P.,  born  November  9,  1869,  a farmer 
in  Jennings  township;  William  T.,  born  March 
23,  1873,  a druggist  at  Ottoville;  Cornelia 

Augusta,  born  February  12,  1876,  and  Henry, 
E.,  born  September  17,  1880.  In  1892  Mr. 
Remlinger  built  a tine  large  barn  and  otherwise 
improved  his  farm.  His  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  democratic  party,  and  he  has  held 
the  office  of  township  trustee  for  twelve  years 
and  that  of  a school  director  three  years.  He 
and  his  entire  family  are  devout  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Catholic  church.  Among  his 
neighbors  he  is  popular  and  honored,  and  he 
is  progressive,  liberal  and  public  spirited. 


HOMAS  W.  PRENTISS,  a promi- 
nent attorney  at  law  of  Leipsie,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  this 
county,  and  was  born  111  Libertv  town- 
ship, December  23,  1843,  a son  of  Alonzo  T. 
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and  Ruth  A.  (McConnell)  Prentiss.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Thomas  Prentiss,  a native  of 
either  Maine  or  Vermont,  married  Edna  Ly- 
man, by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Alonzo  T., 
who  was  later  lost  at  sea,  and  who  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Nicholas  McConnell,  was 
a descendant  of  the  McConnells  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  a captain  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in 
1834  came  from  Portage  county,  Ohio,  to  Put- 
nam countv,  and  entered  land  in  section  36, 
Liberty  township,  on  which  he  made  his  home- 
stead, and  also  entered  the  east  half  of  section 
35,  as  well  as  lands  in  Ottawa  and  Greensburg 
townships,  owning  over  1,200  acres,  and  clear- 
ing up  his  homestead  and  two  other  farms. 
He  married  Edna  Alford,  a native  of  Connec- 
ticut, whose  parents  w'ere  early  settlers  of  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children : John  L.,  formerly  of 

West  Leipsic,  but  now  deceased;  Olive  J., 
wife  of  R.  J.  Lowery;  Ruth  A.,  mother  of  our 
subject;  Sarah  J.,  married  to  S.  N.  Alford. 
Nicholas  McConnell  was  the  first  justice  of  the 
peace  to  hold  office  in  Libert)'  township,  and 
served  for  man)'  years;  he  was  also  trustee  and 
treasurer  of  the  township,  and  in  politics  was 
first  a whig  and  later  a republican.  He  was 
the  founder  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church 
of  Liberty  township,  and  the  church  edifice 
was  erected  on  land  of  his  donation.  He  was 
a ruling  elder,  and  w'as  a delegate  to  the  synod 
at  Pittsburg,  whose  deliberations  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  of  Leipsic,  in  the  faith  of  which  this 
venerable  pioneer  passed  away  in  1864. 

Alonzo  T.  Prentiss,  father  of  T.  W.  Pren- 
tiss, our  subject,  was  born  April  7,  1819,  in 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  after  the  loss  of  his 
father  at  sea,  as  noticed  above,  his  mother 
married  Anson  Messinger.  Alonzo  T.  was 
reared,  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  and 


bought  from  his  step-father  a tract  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  section  No.  35,  Liberty  town- 
ship, which  he  cleared  and  placed  in  a thor- 
ough state  of  cultivation.  April  4,  1842,  Mr. 
Prentiss  was  married,  and  became  the  father 
of  the  following  children:  Thomas  \V.,  our 

subject;  Nicholas  A.,  deceased;  Rev.  Lyman 
L.,  pastor  of -the  Draper  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Dayton;  Ruth  L.,  wife  of  David  C. 
Williamson;  Osmond  A.,  deceased,  and  two 
infants,  deceased. 

Alonzo  T.  Prentiss  was  imbued  strongly 
with  a martial  ardor,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that,  but  few  years  after  his  marriage,  he 
w'as  elected,  in  1848,  orderlv  sergeant  of  the 
Black  Hawk  guards,  of  Putnam  county,  who 
tendered  their  services  to  the  government  as 
volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war,  but,  as  the 
state  quota  was  already  tilled,  their  services 
were  declined.  Relinquishing  farming  in  1852, 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Ottawa 
and  West  Leipsic  until  1858,  and  then,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1861,  was  mustered  in  as  lirst  lieu- 
tenant of  company  I,  Forty-ninth  Ohio, volun- 
teer infantry,  and  served  until  March  10,  1862, 
when  he  engaged  as  sutler  to  the  Third  brigade 
of  the  Third  division,  army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  corps.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  went  to  Chicago,  111., 
and  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  until 
1876,  when  he  went  to  California  and  followed 
the  same  line  of  business  for  some  years,  but 
is  now  carrying  on  a fruit  farm  in  Alameda 
county,  that  state. 

Thomas  W.  Prentiss,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  memoir,  was  born  on  the  McCon- 
nell homestead  in  Liberty  township  and  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  His  elementary 
education  was  imparted  in  the  common  schools, 
and  in  1 860  he  was  admitted  to  the  Urbana 
Collegiate  institution,  a United  Presbyterian 
institute  of  learning,  but  on  August  23,  1861, 
he  left  school,  and,  inspired  by  the  patriotism 
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that  tilled  the  hearts  of  the  youth  at  that  day 
and  the  military  ardor  inherent  in  his  nature, 
enlisted  in  company  I,  Forty-ninth  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  serving  with  his  regiment  in 
all  its  marches,  skirmishes  and  engagements 
until  March  27,  1863,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  disability  arising  from 
a wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Stone  river, 
December  3 1 , 1862.  Among  other  battles  in 
which  he  took  part  were  Shiloh,  Perry ville 
and  Bald  Knob.  After  he  had  recovered  he 
was  appointed  to  the  secret  service  under  Col. 
Trusdall,  with  whom  he  remained  until  No- 
vember, 1863,  when  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant,  and  in  April,  1864,  was  as- 
signed to  the  Twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry, 
detailed  as  quartermaster  of  the  Second  bri- 
gade of  the  Third  division  of  the  cavalry  corps 
under  Gen.  Alonzo  C.  Gilliam,  and  in  August, 

1864,  returned  to  his  regiment.  September 
7,  1864,  he  was  again  detached  and  sent  to 
Gen.  Sherman’s  headquarters,  where  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  a military  railroad  con- 
ductor, remaining  at  the  headquarters  of  Sher- 
man and  Thomas,  with  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant,  until  July,  1865,  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  a captaincy  and  made  assistant  chief 
of  military  conductors,  which  position  he  held 
until  commissioned  major.  November  27, 

1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  and 
for  a time  made  his  residence  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  In  January,  1867,  he  was  selected  by 
the  governor  of  the  state  to  lead  a squad  of 
twenty-four  men  into  Dyer  county,  to  sup- 
press a lawless  band  of  the  K.  K.  K , and  re- 
turned in  March  after  successfully  accomplish- 
ing his  mission.  In  April  of  the  same  year  he 
moved  to  Chicago,  III  , and  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  1869,  when  he 
turned  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  taught  school, 
and  read  law  with  C.  Barr,  of  Leipsic.  After 
linishiug  his  studies  under  that  gentleman,  Mr. 
Prentiss  went  to  Flkhorn,  Wis.,  completed  his 


legal  training  under  Col.  Elder  of  that  place, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Wisconsin  in  1876, 
and  practiced  the  profession  at  Elkhorn  until 
1879.  In  this  year  he  returned  to  Leipsic, 
Ohio,  where  he  soon  established  a tine  reputa- 
tion as  a practitioner,  and  on  December  3, 
1891,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  of 
Ohio.  His  practice  is  now  overwhelming  and 
lucrative,  and  his  fame  as  a lawyer  extends  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  county,  and,  indeed, 
his  state. 

In  politics  a democrat,  Maj.  Prentiss  is  act- 
ive and  popular.  He.  served  as  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  Leipsic  for  three  years  and 
was  its  president  for  two  years;  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  democratic  central  committee 
twelve  years  and  is  at  present  a member  of 
the  democratic  senatorial  committee  (1895), 
and  for  many  years  has  represented  his  partv 
as  delegate  to  its  state,  congressional  and  sena- 
torial conventions.  Fraternallv  he  has  held 
high  rank  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  served  for 
six  years  as  commander  of  David  Miller  post, 
of  which  he  is  the  present  chaplain;  he  is  also 
past  junior  vice-department  commander  of  the 
department  of  Ohio,  and  is  likewise  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  ; religiously,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Maj.  Prentiss  has  been  three  times  wedded. 
His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  September 
15,  1863,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susannah 
Humphreys,  and  died  August  22,  181-4,  the 
mother  of  one  child,  also  deceased.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  took  place  December  5.  1865, 
with  Miss  Ellexena  A.  Pacand,  of  Clarksville, 
Tenn.,  who  died  March  22,  1881,  also  the 
mother  ot  one  child,  likewise  deceased.  1 he 
third  marriage  of  the  major,  September  3, 
1882,  was  with  Miss  Olive,  daughter  of  Philip 
Stambaugh,  and  this  happy  union  ha-  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  viz: 
Blanch  O , who  was  born  November  10  '883, 
and  died  September  30,  1892,  the  surviving 


• 

U > u. 

««.  .!■  .1 

p'r. 

i S'  I-  V,  . 

■ 

: ■> 


■v 


1, 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


443 


child  being  Ray  A.,  who  was  born  November 
22,  i 88;.  That  Mai.  Prentiss  is  a gentleman 
of  great  energy  and  perseverance  has  been 
made  manifest  by  his  whole  career,  and  that 
he  is  a man  of  erudition,  talent  and  intelli- 
gence has  equally  been  made  evident  by  the 
enviable  reputation  he  has  achieved  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  bar.  His  social  standing  is  with  the 
most  exalted  personages  of  the  county  and 
state,  and  his  popularity  as  a politician  indi- 
cates a future  that  will  make  his  fellow-citizens 
still  more  proud  of  his  acquaintanceship  and 
friendship. 


>y*OSEPH  W.  REKART,  a substantial 
£ farmer  of  Monterey  township,  Putnam 
A 1 county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  the  German 
Catholic  pioneer,  William  Rekart,  who 
did  so  much  to  build  up  the  countv  in  the 
early  days,  and  of  whom  so  much  may  be  read 
in  the  biography  of  Sigmund  Rekart  on  an- 
other page.  William  Rekart  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Kinsingen,  kingdom  of  Baden,  Ger- 
many, the  eldest  child  of  Joseph  and  Magda- 
lena (Geakle)  Rekart,  1819.  In  1828  Joseph 
Rekart  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who 
sailed  from  Havre  de  Grace,  France,  and 
after  a passage  of  fifty  days  arrived  in  New 
York,  losing  one  boy,  Otto,  on  the  way.  July 
1,  1839,  the  family  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Frederi:  V Smit  farm  in  Jennings  township,  and 
there  Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood.  He  worked  on  the  canal  with 
his  brotlu  r Sigmund  from  its  incipiency  to  its 
completion,  and  later  kept  lock  No.  13,  also 
keeping  a grocery  store  and  a butcher  shop. 
In  an  enii\  day  Joseph  moved  to  Ottoville  and 
opened  a general  store.  He  was  tirst  married 
m 1848,  in  Putnam  county,  to  Mary  Nierman, 
the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: Annie  M.,  Joseph  \V.  and  Leo.  The 


mother  of  these  died,  and  for  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Rekart  married  Louisa  Stackley,  to  which 
union  were  born  four  children,  viz:  Henry, 

John,  Sabina  and  George. 

About  the  year  1851,  Joseph  Rekart  moved 
to  his-  farm,  a part  of  which  he  had  entered 
years  before,  and  which  was  entirely  covered 
with  timber,. and  contained  240  acres.  With 
the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  cleared  off  this 
land,  and  also  bought  and  cleared  off  120  acres 
on  the  creek,  and  also  other  lands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, which  he  sold.  At  his  death  he 
owned  his  homestead  of  160  acres  and  121 
acres  in  Van  Wert  county,  besides  consider- 
able town  property.  He  was  a devout  Cath- 
olic and  assisted  in  building  the  first  Catholic 
church  in  Ottoville,  and  was  also  a member  of 
the  building  committee  who  superintended  the 
erection  of  the  present  magnificent  Catholic 
structure.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics, 
held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  was  likewise 
township  clerk.  He  died  December  14,  1887, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  eight  months  and  eleven 
days — a man  of  most  unimpeachable  character 
and  honored  wherever  his  name  was  known. 

Joseph  W.  Rekart,  our  subject,  was  born 
at  lock  No.  16,  on  the  Ohio  N Erie  canal, 
now  known  as  Ottoville,  November  19,  1851. 
He  was  but  about  two  years  of  age  when  he 
lost  the  loving  care  of  his  mother,  who.  at  her 
death,  left  also  an  infant  son,  Leo,  aged  but 
seven  days.  Joseph  \V.  was  educated  in  the 
pioneer  schools  and  was  also  early  instructed 
in  the  details  of  clearing  lands,  the  whole 
country  being  at  that  time  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness,  and  he  greatly  assisted  his  father 
in  denuding  the  homestead,  as  well  as  several 
other  farms,  of  the  forest  growth — becoming 
at  the  same  time  a practical  farmer.  He  was 
married  at  O tto\  i 1 1 < , October  f\  1874,  to  Miss 
Josephine  Sallet,  who  was  born  n the  province 
of  Alsace,  France  now  Germany),  September 
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14,  1850,  ;i  daughter  of  Morand  and  Kate 
(Wolf)  Sallet — the  former  a shoemaker  by 
trade.  (See  sketches  of  Benedict  Wannemacher 
and  M.  Schulien.)  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Rekart  lived  for  two  years  and  a half  on  the 
homestead  of  William  Rekart.  (William 
Rekart,  In  the  way,  was  the  first  to  introduce 
horses  on  his  farm — a sorrel  mare  and  a pair 
of  grays,  oxen  having  previously  been  used.) 
Joseph  W.  then  settled  on  eighty  acres  of  his 
present  farm,  which  by  good  management  he 
has  increased  to  1 50  acres,  owning,  besides, 
eighty  acres  one-quarter  of  a mile  to  the  north, 
and  eighty  acres  in  Van  Wert  county,  making 
his  total  possessions  310  acres — all  tine  farm- 
ing land.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rekart  have  been 
born  ten  children,  viz:  Charles,  William, 

Annie,  Mar}’,  Edward,  Kate,  Rosie,  Frank, 
Matilda  and  Olive.  The  family  are  true  Cath- 
olics, and  in  politics  Mr.  Rekart  is  a democrat. 
Mr.  Rekart  aided  in  clearing  the  land  on  which 
Father  Mueller’s  house  now  stands  and  has 
otherwise  greatly  assisted  the  church  with  his 
labor  and  means;  including  his  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  present  grand  church  edifice, 
at  Ottoville.  He  possesses  the  full  confidence 
of  the  people  and  has  served  as  township  trus- 
tee for  nine  consecutive  years.  He  is  a good 
business  man,  and  was  a director  of,  as  well 
as  collector  for,  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance company.  He  is  a man  of  unsullied  rep- 
utation and  “his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.’’ 


IGMUNI)  REKART,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  substantial  farmers  of  Jen- 
nings township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  October  15,  1820,  in  the 
village  of  Ken/ingen,  Baden,  Germany,  and  is 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Putnam  county. 
His  father,  Joseph  Rekhart,  was  born  in  the 
\ diage  named  above  in  1788,  was  a Copper- 
smith by  trade  and  married  Magdalena  Ceakle, 


a native  of  the  same  village,  she  becoming  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  viz.  : William,  Sig- 
mund, Joseph,  Barbara,  Otto,  Mary  and 
Jacob,  all  born  in  Baden,  except  Mary  and 
Jacob,  born  in  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Rekart,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
had  been  a prosperous  artisan  in  his  native 
country,  and  was  the  owner  of  his  own  shop 
and  other  property.  In  the  fall  of  1828,  Mr. 
Rekart,  with  his  family,  embarked  in  a sailing 
vessel  at  Havre  de  Grace,  France,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  sixty  days  landed  in  New  York,  the 
boy  Otto,  however,  dying  on  the  voyage  and 
being  buried  in  mid-ocean.  Mr.  Rekart,  w ith  the 
remainder  of  his  family,  journeyed  by  steam- 
boat and  stage  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia 
and  for  a few  months  worked  in  the  lattei  city 
at  any  thing  he  could  find  to  do,  and  then 
moved  to  a place  in  Montgomery  county, 
Pa.,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia. In  the  year  1835  he  started  with  his 
family  and  his  own  horse  and  wagon  for  the 
west,  crossing  the  Alleghany  mountains  and 
coming  via  Harrisburg  and  Pittsburg  to  Ohio, 
and  crossing  the  state  via  Wooster,  Mansfield, 
Bucyrus  and  Finlay  to  Putnam  count}  —Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rekart  and  the  family,  with  the 
exception  of  the  youngest  two  of  the  children, 
walking  all  this  distance  and  taking  six  weeks 
for  the  trip- — reaching  Ottawa  in  October, 
when  there  was  but  one  house  in  that  town 
Mr.  Rekart  first  rented  a house  four  miles 
northwest  of  this  then  embryo  city,  in  which 
the  family  lived  four  years.  In  1839,  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  they  came  to  Jennings  township  and 
settled  on  what  is  now  the  Frederick  J. 
Smit  farm,  Mr.  Rekart  having  purchased  lift}’ 
acres  of  land  in  the  woods  of  Henry  Boehmer. 
Of  this  land  he  cleared  about  thirt}  acres, 
built  a log  cabin,  lived  on  the  place  about 
fourteen  years,  and  then  sold  out  to  Mr  Smit, 
above  mentioned,  retired  from  active  labor 
and  made  his  home  with  his  son  Sigmund  until 
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his  death,  which  occurred  in  1 86 1 , at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  Mr.  Rekart  was  a pious 
member  ol  the  Catholic  church  and  liberally 
contributed  to  the  erection  of  the  first  Catholic 
church  building  in  Fort  Jennings.  He  was 
first  a member  of  the  congregation  at  Glandorf, 
who  worshiped  in  a cabin  built  of  round  logs 
in  the  woods  and  listened  to  the  pioneer  priest 
and  colonizer,  Prof.  Horstman,  and  stopped 
at  the  house  of  John  Discher  while  locating 
his  land.  Mr.  Rekart  was  a man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  was  one  of  the  most  'honored 
pioneers  of  Putnam  county,  and  his  widow, 
who  survived  him  until  1871,  died  also  full  of 
years  and  respected  by  all  the  people  for  miles 
round  about  her. 

Sigmund  Rekart  was  seven  or  eight  years 
of  age.  only,  when  he  came  with  his  father  to 
America,  but  can  well  remember  his  native  vil- 
lage and  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  He 
received  a good  common-school  education  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  the  family  on  foot  from 
the  Keystone  state  to  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 
On  the  way  hither  the  three  boys  would  sleep 
in  the  wagon  at  night,  while  the  father  and 
mother  and  the  smaller  children  sought  shelter 
m the  pioneer  towns,  and  at  other  times  they 
all  camped  by  the  wayside.  They  always 
cooked  their  own  provisions,  which  they 
brought  with  them  or  bought  on  the  road,  and 
which  were  of  a simple  but  hearty  nature — 
such  as  bread,  meat,  potatoes,  coffee,  etc.  ; but 
these  nearly  gave  out  just  west  of  Bucyrus 
and  the  family  shifted  as  best  they  could  on 
short  rations  until  they  reached  their  destina- 
tion. 1 hey  at  first  occupied  a rude  log  cabin 
which  a former  settler  had  just  vacated  for  a 
more  convenient  hewn-log  house,  and  for  the 
first  two  wars  had  a hard  struggle,  after  which, 
through  unceasing  industry,  affairs  were  made 
to  asssun.c  a more  comfortable  shape.  When 
the  lanuh  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  t Ik 


Smith  farm,  our  subject  was  about  nineteen 
years  old,  and  this  place  he  assisted  in  clearing 
up  from  the  wilderness  and  in  making  of  it  a 
comfortable  home. 

February  4,  1847,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  Mr.  Rekart  was  married,  at  Fort 
Jennings,  to  Miss  Mary  Discher,  who  w’as  born 
June  20,  1826,  in  the  village  of  Verno,  Ger- 
many, one  mile  from  the  birthplace  of  Henry 
Raabe,  the  aged  pioneer,  w'ho  came  with  his 
family  to  Fort  Jennings  at  the  same  time  that 
John  Discher  and  his  family  came,  February 
11,  1833 — John  Discher  and  his  wife  (w'ho 

bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Stemler) 
being  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Rekart.  John 
Discher  was  a magistrate  in  his  native  country 
and  was  a man  educated  above  the  average, 
having  graduated  from  a high-school.  He  was 
three  times  married;  to  his  first  union  was  born 
one  child  that  died  in  infancy-— the  mother 
soon  following  to  the  grave.  His  second  wife, 
Catherine  Stemler,  bore  him  four  children,  as 
follows:  Margaret  E.,  Mary,  Catherine  and 

John — all  still  living  and  all  born  in  Germany 
with  the  exception  of  John,  who  was  born  on 
the  ocean.  Mr.  Discher,  on  reaching  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  settled  on  the  same  farm  with 
Conrad  Raabe,  their  wives  being  sisters.  The 
farm  was  a half  mile  south  of  Fort  Jennings, 
and  of  this,  known  as  the  Dickson  place,  Mr. 
Discher  bought  fifty-six  acres,  all  in  the  woods, 
and  a place  had  to  be  cleared  before  a cabin 
could  be  built. 

Mrs.  Marv  Rekart  w'as  six  years  of  age  in 
June  of  the  same  year  of  the  arrival  of  the  fam- 
ily at  Fort  Jennings,  and  still  well  remembers 
the  event  of  their  wagon  breaking  down  and 
their  inability  to  proceed  further.  The  first 
night  at  Fort  Jennings  (February  11,  1833) 

both  families  stopped  at  the  cabin  of  Jim 
Thatcher,  an  American,  who  had  se  ttled  a 
half  mile  south  of  Fort  Jennings,  on  the  place 
now  occupied  by  Harmon  Schmmoeller.  She 
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also  well  remembers  the  old  fort,  with  the 
pickets  still  standing  and  extending  some  dis- 
tance down  the  stream,  and  of  the  two  log 
cabins  at  the  fort,  beside  those  occupied  by  the 
soldiers,  she  thinks  that  a family  lived  in  one 
-—that  of  Edward  Ladd,  an  American. 

John  Discher  finally  located  where  Mr. 
Hickman  now  lives,  entering  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  the  land  office,  then  in  Piqua,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  sixty-six  acres.  Here  the 
death  of  his  second  wife  took  place,  and  for 
his  third  helpmate  he  married  Mary  A.  Hed- 
rick, who  bore  him  seven  children,  named 
Elizabeth,  William,  Lena,  Rosa,  Barbara, 
Henry  and  Jacob.  In  his  old  age  Mr.  Discher 
retired  from  active  work  and  went  to  live  with 
his  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  had  married  John 
Raabe,  and  at  her  house  he  died  September  6, 
1875,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

After  his  marriage  Sigmund  Rekart  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  having  entered  ninety 
acres  in  the  woods,  on  which  he  put  up  a log 
cabin  16x16  feet,  and  still  had  plenty  of  room 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  pioneer  traveler 
and  land-seeker.  He  was  industrious  and 
worked  hard,  and  accumulated  from  time  to 
time  until  he  owned  172  acres,  of  which  he 
has  given  his  son  Jacob  forty  acres  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rekart  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Mary  J.,  Otto  (died  at  six  years  of 

age),  Caroline,  Adam,  Jacob,  Catherine,  Rosa, 
Elizabeth,  Amelia  and  Sigmund  O.  The  father 
and  the  children  belong  tq  the  Catholic  church, 
while  Mrs.  Rekart  adheres  to  the  faith  of  her 
parents— the  Lutheran.  In  politics  Mr.  Rekart 
is  a democrat,  was  land  appraiser  in  an  early 
day  and  was  township  treasurer  ten  years  and 
township  trustee  a number  of  years  He  and 
his  faithful  wife  are  among  the  few  remaining 
pioneers  who  settled  in  the  woods  about  Fort 
|t  linings  and  transformed  the  w ilderness  into 
a fertile  and  blooming  field,  and  both  are  hon- 


ored as  being  among  the  sturdy,  upright,  help- 
ful, generous  and  hospitable  pioneers  of  Put- 
nam county. 


Wp^^ILLIAM  J.  REKART,  of  Monterey 
MM  I township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is 
.3^  \ a son  of  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers 
—Joseph  Rekart — who  was  the  first 
settler  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject, cut  the  first  tree  from  the  forest,  and 
wrested  from  the  wilderness  the  160  acres  that 
afterward  became  so  favorably  known  as  the 
Rekart  farm,  and  of  which,  at  his  death,  he 
gave  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Beckman,  forty- 
eight  acres.  To  Joseph  Rekart  and,  "fife  (of 
whom  further  may  be  read  in  the  biography 
of  Sigmund  Rekart)  were  born  eight  c!  ildren, 
viz:  Sigmund,  Charles,  Louisa,  Edw:  ml,  Will- 

iam J. , Emma,  Matilda  and  Mary.  T'"  death 
of  Joseph  Rekart  took  place  April  28,  1886,  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  cue  who 
freely  aided  the  fund  with  which  the  present 
stately  Catholic  church  edifice  was  built  at 
Ottoville.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  farm- 
ers of  Monterey  township,  a man  of  the  most 
honorable  character,  and  reared  a highly  re- 
spected family  of  children. 

William  J.  Rekart  was  born  August  6, 
1858,  on  the  homestead,  on  which  he  still  re- 
sides. He  received  a very  good  1 nnnon- 
school  education,  and,  being  thoroughly  trained 
to  farming,  fell  into  his  father's  place  as  man- 
ager of  the  homestead.  He  was  married  to 
Nora  Kromer,  who  was  born  February  1869, 
at  Fremont,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Emma  (Walker)  Kromer,  all  of  German  stock 
— the  father  having  been  born  in  Germany, 
April  14,  1842,  a son  of  Andrew  Kromer,  a 
farmer,  who  came  with  his  family  to  America 
iu  1843  °r  1 844,  and  settled  about  six  miles 
from  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Andrew  Kronen , ] r. , 
father  of  Mrs.  Rekart,  also  a farmer,  located 
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at  years  of  maturity,  four  miles  from  Fremont, 
Ohio,  and  in  1883  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  settled  on  160  acres  in  Monterey  township, 
rearing-  a family  of  six  children,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Nora,  Mary,  William,  Frank,  Katie 

and  Leah.  Mr.  Kromer  died  April  14,  1895, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years;  with  his  wife 
and  familv  he  was  a true  Catholic,  and  in  pol- 
itics a zealous  democrat — holding  the  position 
of  school  director,  and  his  name  and  that  of 
the  family  were  highly  honored  wherever 
known. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Rekart  and  wife  settled,  imme- 
diately after  their  marriage,  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  have  been  horn  their  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Ida,  Millie,  Josie  and  Fannie.  In 

religion  Mr  and  Mrs.  Rekart  are  dutiful  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  church,  to  the  support  of 
which  they  contribute  most  liberally.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Rekart  is  a democrat,  but  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  a practical  farmer 
and  a good  business  man,  and  is  public  spirited 
to  an  extreme  degree.  He  has  taken  great 
interest  in  educational  matters  and  is  at  pres- 
ent a member  of  the  school  board,  on  vdiich 
he  serves  from  a feeling  of  public  duty,  and 
not  from  any  mercenary  motive.  His  farm  of 
160  acres  is  a model  in  every  respect,  and  no 
name  stands  higher  in  the  regard  of  the  people 
of  Monterey  township  than  that  of  William  J. 
Rekart,  where  he  maintains  the  good  name  of 
his  ancestors. 


OGER  S.  REYNOLDS  is  one  of  the 
thrifty  farmers  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Roger 
and  Elizabeth  (Bowen)  Reynolds,  and 
is  a native  oi  the  Buckeye  state,  having  been 
born  in  Columbus,  February  11,  1847.  The 
father,  Roger,  was  born  in  the  north  part  of 
Wales,  January  14,  1801,  was  a son  of  Samuel 
Revnolds  and  was  reared  a farmer.  In  1844, 


Roger  came  to  America  and  for  seven  years 
resided  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  marrying,  however, 
shortly  after  his  arrival,  Elizabeth  Bowen, 
whose  sketch,  as  that  of  Elizabeth  Reynolds, 
widow,  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
volume,  and  in  which  will  also  be  found  the 
names  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Roger  S. 
Re)'nolds,  our  subject. 

Roger  S.  Reynolds  was  educated  in  Frank- 
lin and  Putnam  counties,  and  also  throughly 
trained  to  farming  pursuits.  October  29,  1869, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Good,  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Malinda  (Askens)  Good,  whose 
biography  may  be  also  found  on  another  page. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Eairheld  county,  Ohio, 
May  20.  1851,  and  was  brought  to  Putnam 
county  by  her  parents  in  1854.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  eight  children  in  the  order  follow- 
ing:  Lillie,  born  December  24,  1871,  at  home; 
Frances,  who  died  when  fifteen  months  old ; 
Elizabeth,  born  June  3,  1875;  George  Wesley, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Nellie  M., 
born  June  15,  1880;  Sarah  M.,  born  April  1, 
1883;  Mary,  May  23,  i 886,  and  an  infant  daugh- 
ter, deceased. 

After  his  marriage,  RogerS.  Reynolds  lived 
in  Sugar  Creek  township  for  four  vears,  and  in 
1873  bought  his  present  farm  in  Union  town- 
ship, at  the  time  all  in  a dense  forest.  He 
cleared  away  the  forest  with  infinite  labor  and 
lived  in  a log  cabin  until  1887,  when  he  erected 
the  handsome  brick  dwelling  he  now  occupies, 
and  to-day  his  farm  has  no  superior  in  the 
township  as  to  productiveness  or  beauty.  In 
politics  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a republican  and  serv- 
ed as  a school  director,  and  is  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  Kalida.  With  his  wife  and 
two  of  his  daughters  he  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  which  he  has  been  a com- 
municant for  over  twenty  years.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive farmer  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
is  respected  by  all  as  a man  of  integrity  and  as 
a Christian  gentleman. 
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RS.  ELIZABETH  REYNOLDS, 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
lady  residents  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
widow  of  the  lamented  and  prominent  pioneer 
farmer,  Roger  Reynolds,  was  born  in  northern 
Wales,  July  16,  1826,  and  came  with  a small 
colony  to  America  in  1844,  finding  her  first 
home,  in  this  country,  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where,  for  a short  time,  she  worked  as  a do- 
mestic, but,  before  the  year  had  passed,  was 
married  to  Roger  Reynolds,  who  had  come  to 
this  country  in  the  same  colony  with  herself. 

Roger  Reynolds  was  born  in  Wales, 
January  14,  1801,  and  was  reared  to  the  pur- 
suit of  farming.  He  had  one  brother,  who 
accompanied  him  to  America  in  the  colony 
named  above,  but  neither  of  the  two  was  pos- 
sessed of  any  means,  and  day  labor  was  their 
only  resource  for  a livelihood.  Roger  made 
his  start  in  Columbus,  where  he  and  his  wife 
remained  seven  years,  each  performing  such 
work  as  fell  to  his  or  her  lot,  he  being  chiefly 
employed  as  a plasterer's  attendant.  The 
saved  money,  however,  and  in  1851  went  to 
Brown  township,  Franklin  county,  where  a 
small  farm  was.purchased,  on  which  they  lived 
fifteen  years.  In  1867  they  sold  this  property 
and  came  to  Putnam  county,  where  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds bought  the  416-acre  farm  on  which  his 
widow'  still  resides.  This  farm  was  improved 
with  a good  house,  and  about  forty  acres  were 
cleared  off;  now  there  are  left  only  about  forty 
acres  that  have  not  been  cleared.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds took  but  little  interest  in  politics,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
farm  and  the  providing  for  his  large  family, 
and  in  this  comnendable  effort  he  succeeded 
admirably.  He  was,  however,  considerably 
interested  in  church  affairs  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Calvinistic  Methodist  church,  and  in 
this  faith  he  died  June  24,  1881.  Bv  a former 
marriage  Mr.  Reynolds  was  the  father  of  one 


child — William  Reynolds,  who  is  now  a fanner 
in  Kansas. 

To  the  marriage  of  Roger  and  Elizabeth 
Reynolds  were  born  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  twelve  grew  to  maturity,  viz. : Roger,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
county;  Richard,  farmer  of  Jennings  township; 
Evan,  unmarried  and  living  on  the  homestead; 
Elizabeth,  married  to  J.  M.  Guffv,  who  resides 
on  part  of  the  old  place;  George,  of  Jennings 
township;  David,  on  part  of  the  home  place; 
Thomas,  of  Paulding  county;  Charles  and  B. 
F. , occupying  parts  of  the  home  farm;  Emma, 
married  to  A.  Sims,  a fanner  of  Sugar  Creek 
township;  Maggie,  wife  of  William  Hunt,  who 
also  has  his  residence  on  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, and  Mary,  still  with  her  mother.  All 
these  children  have  been  provided  w ith  homes 
through  the  considerate  foresight  of  the."  par- 
ents— Mr.  Reynolds  having  been  one  of  the 
largest  real  estate  owners  in  the  count\ . This 
land  Roger  Reynolds  through  his  owns  exer- 
tions, aided  by  his  faithful  and  industrious 
helpmate,  who  is  now  passing  her  declining 
years  in  comfort,  surrounded  by  her  loving 
children  and  a large  circle  of  truly  devoted 
friends. 


© 


ROE.  HENRY  FRANCIS  RAUH, 
superintendent  of  public  schools  at 
Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Washington  township,  Mer- 
cer county,  same  state,  October  4,  i860,  and 
is  a son  of  Ignatius  and  Mary  Ann  (Weigelt) 
Ranh,  natives  of  Germany.  Ignatius  Rauh 
was  a wheelwright,  came  to  America  when 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  here  followed  his 
trade  for  ten  years,  first  locating  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  and  then  in  Mercer  county,  in  W hing- 
ton  township.  His  wife  was  but  four  years 
old  when  brought  to  the  United  States.  With 
her  parents  she  lived  for  a number  of  years  in 
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New  Riegel.  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  then 
moved  to  Jay  county,  Ind.,  where  she  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Ignatius  Rauh.  The  mar- 
riage took  place  in  1850,  at  Saint  Joseph  (Vic- 
toria), Ohio.  Ignatius  Rauh  died  in  May, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years;  his  widow 
is  still  a resident  of  Mercer  county.  There 
were  born  to  these  parents  six  children,  of 
whom  the  elder  three  are  farmers,  and  of  the 
younger  three,  two  are  professional  men  and 
one  a priest. 

Prof.  Rauh  attended  the  common  schools 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then  attended 
high  school  at  Celina  and  Fort  Recovery,  one 
year  each,  and  began  teaching  when  less  than 
seventeen  years  old.  He  next  attended  the 
normal  schools  at  Ada  and  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
nine  and  twelve  months,  respectively,  teach- 
ing in  the  intervals  in  Auglaize  and  Mercer 
counties  until  twenty-one.  He  next  entered 
Saint  Francis  Normal  college  at  Mil  wank  -e, 
Wis. , from  which,  two  years  later,  he  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1885.  He  was  then  given 
charge  of  a private  academy  for  boys  and 
young  men  at  Denison,  Texas,  which  position 
he  resigned  after  one  year’s  satisfactory  labor. 
In  1886,  he  accepted  his  present  position  and 
also  that  of  organist  of  Saint  John’s  Catholic 
church  of  Glandorf.  Mr.  Rauh  has  re-dis- 
ciplined the  schools  since  assuming  his  office, 
and  through  his  efforts  they  have  been  incor- 
porated into  a special  district  and  graded.  He 
has  graduated  twelve  pupils,  a fact  very  grati- 
fying to  patrons,  and  has  made  the  school 
a model  institution  of  learning.  In  1889  he 
was  elected  county  examiner  and  his  conpe- 
tency  for  the  position  is  evidenced  by  the  high 
abilities  of  teachers  of  Putnam  county.  Mr. 
Rauh  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Glandorf 
Building  N Loan  company  in  1887,  of  which 
he  was  secretary  for  two  years,  being  the  first 
to  fill  that  office.  Since  then  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  chairman 

24 


4,r»l 


of  the  finance  committee.  In  1892  he  became 
interested  in  I)er  Demokrat  at  Ottawa,  the 
efficient  German  paper  of  Putnam  county,  and 
in  1893  that  journal  was  placed  under  his  sole 
control.  It  has  a circulation  of  1,400  to  1,500, 
and  is  very  ably  edited. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Rauh  took  place  July 
26,  1893,  to  Miss  Mamie  Preisendorfer,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilhelm)  Preisen- 
dorfer, the  father  being  a native  of  Germany, 
and  the  mother  and  daughter  of  Defiance, 
Ohio.  One  child,  John  Clarence,  has  blessed 
this  union.  Few  counties  in  Ohio  can  boast 
of  a more  able  and  accomplished  public  in- 
structor than  Prof.  Henry  Francis  Rauh. 


EORGE  R.  REYNOLDS.— Among 
the  well-to-do  young  farmers  of  Mon- 
roe township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  well  deserving  of  mention  in  this  bio- 
graphical work.  He  is  one  of  the  model  agri- 
culturists of  this  section,  and  a man  possessing 
many  warm  friends.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Ryer  Reynolds,  was  a native  of  England  and  a 
soldier  in  the  British  army.  He  was  sent  to 
Canada  by  the  mother  country  to  fight  for  her, 
but,  believing  the  cause  of  the  colonists  to  be 
right,  he  deserted  to  them.  In  consequence 
of  this  act  a large  property  which  he  owned  in 
Nova  Scotia  was  confiscated  to  the  crown.  He 
married  in  Canada,  and  afterward  removed  to 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  was  identified  with 
the  early  pioneer  history  of  that  section.  He 
cleared  a farm  of  eighty  acres  there  and  made 
it  his  home  until  his  death. 

Allen  Reynolds,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  or  near  Ouebec,  Canada,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a common  educa- 
tion. He  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Miss  Jane  Hawthorne,  a native  of 
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Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Hawthorne.  Their  home 
has  been  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
rescued  a tine  eighty-acre  farm  from  the  wil- 
derness, and  were  among  the  early  pioneer 
settlers.  The  father  was  a republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  The  father  died  in  i 88 1 , while  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Their  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  are  four  in  number,  being  in 
order  of  birth  as  follows:  James  H.,  George 

K.,  Josiah  and  Sarah  A. 

George  R.  Reynolds,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Perry  township,  Allen  county,  Ohio,  July  I, 
i S 5 i , and  his  whole  life  has  been  spent  upon 
a farm.  He  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation, and  has  added  to  it  a large  fund  of 
practical  knowledge,  which  has  been  of  great 
value  to  him  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Candace  Mc- 
Elroy  June  25,  1874,  and  she  has  proven  a 
valuable  helpmate  to  him  in  his  efforts  to  make 
a home  and  to  secure  a competence.  Mrs. 
Reynolds  was  born  in  Perry  township  August 
17,  1855,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Miles  and 
Mary  McElroy.  Her  parents  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Allen  county,  where  they  set- 
tled on  a hue  farm  of  120  acres.  The  union 
of  George  and  Candace  Reynolds  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  live  children:  Lewis  G., 
Oliver  O.,  James  A.,  Leonard  and  Carrie  E., 
all  of  whom  are  living.  They  resided  in  Allen 
county  until  1872,  when  they  moved  to  their 
present  farm,  which  w'as  then  a tract  of  new 
land  with  less  than  eight  acres  cleared  and 
only  a log  cabin  for  a dwelling  house.  T he 
industry  and  perseverance  of  the  young  couple 
is  plainly  shown  by  the  present  appearance  of 
their  home.  Seventy-five  acres  of  the  eighty 
acres  comprising  the  farm  are  now'  cleared  and 
tillable,  while  a modern  farm  residence  and 
other  buildings  have  been  erected  thereon. 
1 hey  have  made  it  all  themselves,  and  take 


great  pleasure  in  their  comfortable  home. 
Both  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  are  respected  and  representative 
citizens.  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a strong  republican, 
and,  although  not  a seeker  after  office,  has 
twice  been  chosen  as  township  assessor,  an 
office  which  he  has  filled  with  eminent  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents. 


OSIAH  REYNOLDS,  a thriving  and 
skillful  farmer  of  Monroe  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the 
adjoining  county  of  Allen,  in  the  same 
state,  and  was  born  June  9,  1854.  His  grand- 
father, Ryre  Reynolds,  came  from  Nova  Scota 
and  served,  as  in  duty  bound,  under  the  Brit- 
ish Hag  in  the  unjust  and  tyrranous  war  waged 
by  Great  Britain  against  the  United  States  in 
1812-15,  but,  like  the  sensible  gentleman  that 
he  was,  became  a deserter,  and  soon  after 
married  a Miss  Robinet,  a native  of  C anada, 
and  in  1830,  came  to  the  United  States  from 
Canada  and  made  his  home  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  for  several  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Defiance  county,  where  both  he  and  wife 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  leading 
members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Allen  Reynolds,  father  of  our  subject,  w'as 
born  in  Canada,  April  14,  1812,  and  cam  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education  in  Canada,  and,  after 
having  passed  a number  of  years  in  the  Buck- 
eye state,  married  Miss  Jane  Hawthorn,  who 
was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  December  22, 
1827,  a daughter  of  George  and  Ann  Haw- 
thorn, the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  the 
following  children:  James  H , George  R. 

(whose  life  sketch  also  appears  in  this  work), 
Josiah  (our  subject)  and  Sallie.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  took  place  in  Perry 
township,  Allen  countv,  where  the  father  had  a 
comfortable  home  of  eighty  acres  he  1 I res- 
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cued  from  the  wilderness,  and  where  he  died  in 
1890,  and  where  his  widow  still  resides. 

Josiah  Reynolds  received  a very  fair  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm  in  Allen  county. 
There,  also,  he  was  married,  April  13,  1877, 
to  Miss  Dora  Heskitt,  who  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  June  11,  i860,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Southerland)  Heskitt, 
and  his  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  Frank,  Eva  M. , 

Vesta  and  Hattie.  Mr.  Reynolds,  some  three 
years  after  his  marriage,  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  Monroe  township,  Putnam  county,  and 
has  made  of  his  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  a 
farm  that  few  in  the  township  now  compare 
with,  in  productiveness  and  excellency  of  culti- 
vation. . In  politics  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a republi- 
can, and  although  an  active  factor  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party  at  the  polls,  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  is  very  liberal  in  his 
financial  aid  to  this  denomination,  but  is  never 
backward  in  assisting  other  Christian  societies, 
or  in  any  undertaking  that  is  designed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
He  stands  in  a social  position  that  is  in  every 
respect  desirable,  and  having  made  his  own 
fortune  through  his  energy  and  industry,  has 
won  the  respect  of  the  older  residents  of  the 
township. 


OLLIS  B.  RICE  was  born  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  December  11,  1846, 
and  was  reared  on  the  homestead  he 
still  occupies  in  Riley  township,  which 
farm  he  inherited  from  his  father.  His  par- 
ents, Moses  and  Amy  (Dunchay)  Rice,  were 
both  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  came  to 
Ohio  in  18;  3,  bringing  with  them  some  means 
ami  some  laboring  men,  and  being  accom- 
panied by  two  or  three  relatives.  Moses  Rice 
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at  once  entered  320  acres  of  land  in  the  wilds 
of  Riley  township,  as  the  territory  is  now 
called,  and  to  this  entry  he  added  another 
tract  through  purchase — eventually  clearing 
off  a greater  portion  of  his  lands  and  making 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  homes  and  profit- 
able farms  in  the  county.  His  two  brothers, 
Myron  and  Peter,  who  came  with  him  to  the 
township,  also  entered  lands  at  the  same  time, 
cleared  up  farms  and  reared  families.  Peter 
is  now  deceased,  and  Myron,  although  he  has 
been  deprived  of  his  hearing,  is  still  enjoying 
life  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

When  the  Rice  family  came,  to  the  state 
with  thejr  teams,  Findlay  was  their  objective 
point.  There  were  but  few  people  in  the 
country  and  no  roads,  and  it  took  the  little 
party  three  days  to  cut  their  way  from  Find- 
lay to  the  Blanchard  river,  whence  they 
hewed  their  way  through  the  wilderness  to 
their  destination.  There  were  no  farms  as 
yet  improved  in  the  neighborhood,  and  when 
Moses  Rice  had  succeeded  in  raising  a little 
corn,  he  was  forced  to  go  to  Tiffin,  to  mill. 
Ox-teams  were  used  for  all  draft  purposes 
and  plowing,  and  Mr.  Rice  was  particularly 
proud  of  his  team,  as  he  took  the  premium  at 
the  first  fair  held  in  the  county,  the  prize  being 
a book.  Game  was  of  course  abundant  in 
those  days,  and  many  deer  fell  under  the  aim 
of  Mr.  Rice’s  trusty  rifle.  Mr.  Rice  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  Riley  township,  and  was 
one  of  its  first  officers — serving  as  township 
trustee  and  filling  several  offices  of  less  im- 
portance at  different  times,  and  at  the  second 
election  after  the  permanent  organization  of 
the  township  was  re-elected  trustee. 

Moses  Rice  reared  a family  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  James,  who  went  to  California, 

where  he  was  killed  by  a mule — leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children;  Julia  A.,  who  died 
unmarried;  Sarah  j.,  who  was  married  to 
Jesse  Joseph —both  now  deceased;  Eunice, 
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married  William  Wainsley,  who  died  in  the 
army— she  also  having  passed  away  and  leav- 
ing one  child;  Wilson  I),  is  a resident  of  Con- 
tinental, Ohio,  and  Hollis  B.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Moses  Rice  continued  to  reside  on 
his  farm  until  about  1854,  when  he  moved  to 
Pandora  and  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing for  about  eight  years,  and  then  retired  to 
the  farm,  where  his  death  took  place  in  April, 
1862.  He  had  been  reared  in  the  Presby- 
terian church,  within  the  pale  of  which  he  was 
called  to  his  everlasting  home,  deeply  mourned 
by  his  surviving  relatives  and  friends. 

Hollis  B.  Rice,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died,  after  which  sad  event  he  as- 
sisted in  the  management  of  the  home  farm 
for  his  mother.  In  March,  1869,  he  married 
Miss  Samantha  Mills,  a daughter  of  Almarion 
Mills,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio.  Mr.  Mills  was  a mason 
and  plasterer  by  trade,  was  a public-spirited 
citizen,  and  filled  several  township  offices;  he 
died  in  1889,  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Francis  E.,  who  served  through  the 

Civil  war;  Samantha,  wife  of  subject;  James, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Cortez;  Laura,  married  to 
| M.  Stuter,  of  Putnam  county,  who  was  also 
a soldier  in  the  late  war;  Della,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Evans,  of  Toledo;  Simon,  mason  and 
plasterer,  of  Leipsic,  Ohio,  and  Maggie,  who 
died  unmarried.  The  mother  of  this  family 
still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  The  children  born  to  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hollis  B.  Rice  were  six  in  number, 
of  whom  four  still  survive,  viz:  John  E.,  still 
-angle,  and  Nellie  M.,  Amy  R.,  and  Myron,  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Rice  is  also  a 
fervent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Although  Hollis  B.  Rice  devoted  a few 
.larsol  his  earlier  manhood  to  road  building 
and  other  public  improvements,  lie  has  given 


almost  all  his  attention  to  his  farm,  which  he 
has  brought  to  a wonderful  condition  of  pro- 
ductiveness, and  never  fads  in  making  a crop; 
he  also  raises  sufficient  live  stock  for  home  use, 
and  some  is  always  left  over  for  sale.  He  has 
won  for  himself  an  untarnished  name,  his  in- 
tegrity never  in  any  instance  having  been 
doubted,  and  his  industry  and  skill  as  a hus- 
bandman are  universally  conceded. 


BRANCIS  S.  RIMER,  of  the  firm  of 
Rimer  A Meyers,  merchants  o'  Ka- 
litla,  Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  the  county  j mu- 
ary  14,  1863,  a son  of  George  1).  and  Mary 
K.  (Dicus)  Rimer.  George  1).  Rimer,  the 
father,  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  about 
1838,  and  was  a son  of  Jacob  Rimer,  also  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  state,  and  of  Dutch 
parentage.  He  was  reared  a farmer,  and.  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children,  viz:  John, 

a farmer  of  Perry  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Kerry,  a poultry 
dealer  at  Elida,  and  George,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. In  1841  he  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  entered  a farm,  w hich  he  cleared  from  the 
forest  and  resided  on  until  his  death. 

George  1).  Rimer  came  to  Putnam  county 
with  his  parents  in  1841,  and  was  here  reared 
to  farming.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  but  was  well  qualified  tor  teaching,  a 
profession  he  followed  for  several  years,  begin- 
ning at  the  iige  of  twenty.  About  18O2  he 
married  Mary  K.  Dicus,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Hannah  Dicus,  natives  of  Maryland.  Mrs. 
Mary  K.  Rimer  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  in  1845,  and  was  a young  girl  when  she 
was  taken  to  Delphos,  Ohio,  by  her  parents, 
where  her  father  followed  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter; he  was  a whig  in  politics  and  in  religion  .1 
Baptist.  To  George  D.  and  Mary  K Rimer 
were  born  four  children.  \iz:  France-,  our 
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subject;  Georgia,  the  wife  of  George  Shriver, 
a farmer  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  W illiam  j 
M , a furniture  dealer  in  Kalida,  and  John  M.,  j 
on  the  home  farm. 

Francis  S.  Rimer  was,  like  Ids  forefathers,  i 
brought  up  to  husbandry,  and  received  the  edu-  j 
cation  usually  granted  to  farmers'  lads.  In  | 
1886,  on  the  17th  da)'  of  February,  he  married  j 
Miss  Mary  L.  Haller,  who  was  born  in  Pauld-  ! 
ing  county,  Ohio,  in  1864,  a daughter  of  Mr.  ! 
and  Mrs.  John  M.  Haller,  the  former  a native  ^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  To 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rimer  have  been 
born  two  children — Paul  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  and  George  N.,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1893.  In  1886,  the  year  of  his  mar- 
riage, Mr  Rimer  bought  an  interest  in  a tile 
factory,,  in  which  business  he  was  engaged 
nearly  eight  years;  in  April,  1893,  he  sold  this 
interest  and  entered  the  hardware  business, 
buying  out  a Mr.  Cross,  and  is  making  quite  a 
success.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rimer  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a republican.  He  is  also  a member  of  Ka- 
lida lodge,  No.  280,  F.  A A.  M , and  has  a 
high  standing  in  the  community  both  as  a busi- 
ness man  and  a valued  citizen. 


RS.  CAROLINE  RIDENOUR,  rel- 
ict of  the  late  Henry  Ridenour,  and 
a.  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Adeline 
Palmer)  Allen,  was  born  in  Colum- 
biana count)',  Ohio,  June  16,  1836.  Her 
father  was  also  a native  of  that  county,  and 
was  born  in  1801,  a son  of  John  Allen,  who 
was  a nati\e  of  London,  England,  and  while 
still  a young  man  had  come  to  Hnerica.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Wash 
ington,  jtnd  ifter  peace  was  declared  he  crossed 
tin  mountains  into  the  almost  unbroken  region 
of  the  vail  ■ of  the  bcautilul  Ohio,  then  known 
as  the  northwest  territory,  and  settled  in  Co- 


lumbiana count)',  when  white  men  were  few. 
There  he  obtained  a tract  of  timbered  land, 
w'hich  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a line 
farm,  but  not  without  having  to  undergo  many 
hardships  and  privations.  Here  he  spent  the  • 
remainder  of  his  life  in  the  quiet  way  of  the 
Cjuakers,  for  he  was  a member  of  that  faith,  in 
which  he  died, -in  1821.  He  was  known  as  a 
substantial  and  honest  man,  was  a whig  in 
politics,  and  had  been  twice  married,  becom- 
ing the  father  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters: 
David,  Benjamin,  Emer,  John,  Sallie,  Martha, 
Lydia  and  Isaac. 

Isaac,  the  youngest  son,  was  given  an  ed- 
ucation in  a little  log  school-house  not  far  from 
the  home.  When  not  in  school  he  worked  on 
the  farm,  and  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
and  was  recognized  is  a master  of  his  trade. 
He  believed  that  if  anything  was  worth  doing 
at  all  it  was  worth  doing  well.  He  married 
Adeline,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Green)  Palmer,  who  was  born  August  8,  1810, 
in  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  and  came  with  her 
parents  by  wagon  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  were  early  settlers.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  Allen  followed  his  trade  in 
Columbiana  county  until  1838,  w hen  he  moved 
to  Athens  county,  where  he  continued  at  his 
trade  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1853  he 
moved  by  wagon  to  Putnam  county,  where  he 
farmed,  having  been  compelled,  alter  a time, 
to  give  up  his  trade  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Fraternally  lie  was  a Mason,  having  joined  the 
lodge  at  Kalida  in  1855,  and  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Shawnee  coinmanderv  of  Knights 
Templar  at  Lima.  In  politics  he  was  a whig, 
and  took  much  interest  in  its  victories.  He 
was  much  respected  and  honored  by  all.  His 
death  occurred  February  8,  1886,  his  good  and 
faithful  wife  having  preceded  him  on  the  long 
journey  home,  she  having  died  m November, 
1873,  and  had  been  a life-long  member  ol  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  I’heir  children 
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were  six  in  number,  viz:  Martha,  the  de- 

ceased wife  of  Elias  Farabb;  Caroline  Ride- 
nour, the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Lydia,  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  P.  Radabaugh  (see  the  me- 
moir on  another  page);  Lucy,  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Trover,  of  Marion,  Ind. ; Sarah,  who  died  aged 
eighteen  years,  and  Isaac,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Ridenour,  the  second  daugh- 
ter, was  given  a good  education  in  Athens 
count}',  and  on  February  25,  1855,  was  mar- 
ried to  Henry  Ridenour,  who  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  on  November  3,  1833, 
and  had  early  moved  to  Putnam  county,  where 
he  was  educated,  and  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  when  grown  to  manhood  had  earned 
a farm  for  himself,  to  which  he  took  his  wife 
soon  after  their  marriage.  Politically  he  was 
a democrat;  in  all  things  he  was  honorable 
and  upright,  and  his  death,  on  July  10,  1882, 
was  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
home  was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Lydia 

A.,  the  wife  of  John  Jordan,  of  Logan  county; 
Isaac,  of  Minnesota;  Catherine  and  Edith, 
twins,  deceased;  Martha  J.,  deceased;  Saman- 
tha, tlie  wife  of  John  White,  of  Leipsic;  Lucy 
I. ; Abbie,  deceased,  and  two  children  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  unnamed. 

On  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Ridenour 
assumed  all  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
caring  for  the  family  and  managing  all  the  in- 
terests of  a large  and  productive  farm.  She 
has  shown  remarkable  ability  in  managing  the 
farm,  and  is  possessed  with  rare  business  tact. 
Every  detail  of  all  the  farm  work,  the  sowing, 
the  harvesting  and  the  selling  of  the  crops,  re- 
ceives her  personal  attention. 


OI  IN  RIDENOUR,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  well-known  fanners  of 
Putnam  county,  lives  in  Perry  town- 
ship, where  lie  was  born  September  2 1 , 
1851,  his  parents  lining  Jacob  and  Fanny 


(Fretz)  Ridenour.  His  grandfather,  John 
Ridenour,  was  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  parent- 
age, and  came  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  in 
the  early  ’twenties,  and  there  farmed  for  a few 
years,  and  in  1826  came  to  Putnam  county, 
where  he  entered  several  tracts  of  government 
land,  in  all  about  400  acres.  He  built  himself 
a log  cabin  on  the  Blanchard  river,  and  went 
to  work  resolutely  cutting  down  the  giants  of 
the  forest  and  rolling  them  into  heaps  and 
burning  them,  for  there  were  no  saw-mills  here 
then  and  no  means  by  which  to  haul  logs  to 
the  distant  mills,  several  hundred  miles  away 
By  perseverance  and  hard  work  the  land  was 
cleared,  and  he  could  see  many  broad  acres  of 
fine  farm  land  where  but  a short  time  before 
was  a forest  inhabited  only  by  wild  beasts  and 
traversed  by  the  savage  red  men  in  their  hunt- 
ing expeditions.  He  also  entered  forty  acres 
of  land  where  Dupont  now  stands,  and  like- 
wise a tract  in  Paulding  county.  His  children 
were:  Michael;  Jacob,  of  whom  more  is  spoken 
below;  Daniel  (see  the  sketch  of  Thomas  Ride- 
nour on  another  page);  Elinor,  the  wife  of 
Dewitt  McGill;  Mary,  married  to  Hugh  Scott, 
and  Priscilla,  widow  of  Rev.  P.  B.  Holden. 

His  son  Jacob,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county  March 
2,  1815,  and  passed  his  boyhood  dev-  on  his 
father’s  farm.  He  never  attended  school  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1851,  whe  the  gold 
fever  had  well  broken  out,  he  joined  the  cara 
van  going  to  the  Eldorado,  and,  going  around 
by  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  he  finall)  reached 
California.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  Put- 
nam county,  where,  on  March  2,  1847,  he  had 
married  Fannie,  the  daughter  of  John  Fritz 
and  his  wife,  who  was  a Miss  Shell)}.  Miss 
Fannie  Fritz  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Pa., 
on  August  27,  1825,  and  came  to  Putnam 
county  with  her  parents  when  she  was  still  a 
child.  Her  father  was  a native  of  P>  cnsvlva- 
n in,  of  Dutch  parentage,  and  settled  in  Pntnai. 
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county  in  1S35  011  a Fact  of  land  which  he 
entered  from  the  government.  Three  of  his 
children  are  still  living:  Jacob  Fritz,  of  Mis- 

souri; Levina,  the  wife  of  Reuben  Adams,  of 
Illinois,  and  Elizabeth,  married  to  Stephen 
Crow,  of  Riley  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 

On  his  return  from  California  Mr.  Ridenour 
settled  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  and  be- 
came a very  successful  farmer,  owning  400 
acres  of  land  and  being  very  prominent.  In 
politics  he  was  a'  democrat,  and  was  twice 
elected  by  his  party  friends  to  the  office  of 
township  trustee,  but  he  would  not  serve.  He 
was  not  a member  of  any  church,  but  was 
liberal  and  enterprising,  and  held  the  esteem 
of  all  his  neighbors.  He  died  in  1888;  his  wife, 
who  was  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  had  preceded  him  three  years,  dying 
in  the  fall  of  1885.  Their  children  were  born 
m the  following  order:  William,  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1848,  and  died  October  11,  1849; 
Jane  E.,  born  January  19,  1850,  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Wollam,  deceased;  John  F.,  born  Sep- 
tember 21,  1851 — the}'  being  born  before  their 
father  went  to  California.  After  his  return  the 
following  were  born:  Albert  E.,  born  Febru- 

ary 5,  1854;  Mary  A , born  January  3,  1855, 
the  widow  of  Samuel  Bibbler;  Elizabeth  L., 
born  July  26,  1858,  the  deceased  wife  of 
George  Merriot;  George  W.,  born  October  27, 
i860;  Priscilla  E.,  born  January  16,  1863,  and 
married  to  Nathan  C.  Shirley;  Orlando  E., 
deceased,  who  was  born  April  16,  1865,  and 
Clara  Ellen,  born  February  9,  1869,  and  is 
now  deceased. 

John  F.  Ridenour,  the  second  son,  was 
given  an  education  in  the  common  schools  and  | 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  June  11,  | 
1878,  he  married  Julia  A.,  the  daughter  of  I 
Joseph  Wollam  (see  sketch  of  Solomon  Wol-  | 
Li m),  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county  on  Oe-  I 
tober  19,  1855.  After  their  marriage  they  ^ 
settled  on  the  home  place  of  his  father,  and  i 


remained  there  for  four  years.  Here  one  of 
their  six  children  was  born — Lloyd  W.,  No- 
vember 8,  1879.  He  purchased  a piece  of 
unimproved  land,  upon  which  he  moved  his 
small  family,  cleared  off  the  forest,  and  im- 
proved the  land  until  now  he  has  a good  farm. 
Here  five  more  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz:  Eva  P.,  born  January  17,  1884;  Orlando 
C.,  born  August  7,  1887;  Samuel  R. , born  May 
11,  1889;  Carl  W.,  born  December  8,  1891, 
and  Otis  Desso,  born  May  16,  1895.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Ridenour  is  a democrat.  He  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  although  his  wife  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  United  Brethren  con- 
gregation. He  is  a liberal  man,  much  liked 
by  his  neighbors,  and  is  active  in  all  things 
that  interest  the  welfare  of  his  community. 


HOMAS  M.  RIDENOUR,  a native  of 
Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  March  10,  1846,  is  a son  of 
Daniel  and  Lydia  (McClish)  Ridenour, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  success- 
ful farmers  of  the  township.  His  father,  Dan- 
iel, son  of  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  was  born 
September  12,  1811,  married  Lydia,  daughter 
of  Silas  and  Nancy  (Mellinger)  McClish,  May 
18,  1843,  and  became  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Manson  Willie,  born  January  27, 
1844,  died  August  10,  1846;  Thomas  Mitchell, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John  Carl,  born  June  5, 
1849,  a farmer  of  Michigan,  and  George  Hunt, 
boun  August  20,  1851,  and  now  a resident  of 
Branch  county,  Mich.  For  a few  years  after 
their  marriage  Daniel  Ridenour  and  his  wife, 
with  their.infant  family,  resided  in  Perry  town- 
ship, then  moved  to  Paulding  county,  where 
Mrs.  Ridenour  died  October  5,  1851.  Shortly 
after  this  sad  event  Mr.  Ridenour  started  for 
California,  but  January  7,  1852,  was  lost  at 
sea  between  Panama  and  San  Francisco,  and 
thus  our  subject  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  ten- 
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der  age  of  less  than  six  years.  From  the  time 
of  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was 
reared  by  Seneca  Dimock  until  eleven  years 
of  age,  when  Mr.  Dimock  died,  after  which 
Mr.  Ridenour  made  his  home  with  an  uncle 
and  began  making  his  own  livelihood. 

August  30,  1864,  Thomas  M.  Ridenour  en- 
listed in  company  K,One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
second  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  served  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Nashville,  Team,  in  August,  1865, 
after  taking  part  in  the  severe  battles  of  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville.  On  his  return  home  he 
worked  out  by  the  month  at  farming  until  his 
marriage,  December  3,  1871,  with  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Shafer,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Rosanna 
(Ike)  Shafer,  and  to  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children ; Clara  Etta,  August  28,  1872, 
wife  of  Dan  Howard,  farmer,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; twin  daughters  deceased,  and  John  P'red- 
enck,  December,  26,  1875,  farming  on  the 
homestead.  Mrs.  Ridenour  was  born  in  Allen 
county,  Ohio,  January  9,  1853,  and  at  three 
years  of  age  was  brought  to  Putnam  county  by 
her  parents.  Her  father,  Frederick  Shafer, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  February 
11,  1795,  and  her  mother,  Rosanna  (Ike) 

Shafer,  was  born  in  Germany  April  25,  1815, 
and  died  March  14,  1891.  They  had  born  to 
them  the  following  children:  Susanne,  wife  of 
William  Matson,  of  Perry  township;  Daniel, 
of  Nebraska;  Samuel;  Nancy,  wife  of  Israel 
Watson;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Alexander  Smith, 
and  Elvira,  wife  of  R.  Crane,  of  Continental, 
( )hio. 

After  his  marriage,  M.  Ridenour  settled  on 
his  present  place,  which  he  had  purchased  in 
the  wild  woods,  but  has  since  cleared,  improved, 
and  converted  into  a superior  and  fertile  farm. 
In  politics  Mr.  Ridenour  is  a republican,  has 
served  as  school  director  for  fourteen  years, 
.uid  is  at  present  township  trustee;  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Weiser  post,  No.  93,  G.  A.  R., 


and  Mrs.  Ridenour  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  United  Brethern  church.  Mr.  Ridenour 
is  widely  known  as  a more  than  ordinarily 
skillful  agriculturist,  and  as  a citizen  is  noted 
far  his  public  spirit  and  for  the  interest  he  takes 
in  all  things  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the 
township.  The  reader  is  respectfuliy  referred 
to  the  sketch  of  John  Shafer,  on  another  page, 
for  further  particulars  concerning  Mrs.  Ride- 
nour’s family. 


ISRAEL  RIDENOUR,  the  oldest  repre- 
sentative of  the  Ridenour  family  in 
Perry  township,  Putnam  count\  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  August 
18,  1825,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
Reidenour,  the  father  being  a native  of  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  born  about  the  year  of 
1793.  (It  will  be  here  noticed  that  a . Range 
has  been  made  in  the  spelling  of  the  famil) 
name.)  His  grandfather  was  John  Rcdenour 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  probably  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  His  children  were  named  as 
follows:  John,  David,  Henry,  Michael,  Peter, 

George,  Mary,  Catherine,  and  two  others  whose 
names  are  not  remembered — none  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Henry  Reidenour,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen enlisted  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving  in  the 
light  horse  cavalry  against  the  British  oper- 
ating in  the  army  ol  the  northwest,  under  Gen. 
William  Henry  Harrison.  Previous  to  his  en- 
listment he  had  emigrated  to  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  among  its  earliest  pioneers.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  married  Margaret  Bronthaver,  a 
daughter  of  Adam  Bronthaver,  and  to  this 
marriage  fourteen  children  were  born:  Jacob, 

Isaac,  Nancy,  Margaret,  Israel  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  Annie,  Esther,  Henry,  Mary, 
William,  Galvin,  David,  and  two  who  died  in 
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infancy.  Of  this  large  family  of  children  but 
two  are  living,  Israel,  and  Calvin  of  Liberty 
township.  The  mother  was  born  in  West- 
moreland count)’ , Pa.,  about  the  year  1803, 
her  father  being  a native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  in  1775  and  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  in  which  he  served  seven 
vears,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  settled  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  died  in 
November,  1857. 

After  his  marriage,  Henry  Reidenour  re- 
turned to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  trade  and  later  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business.  He  then  purchased  a farm  on  which 
he  lived  until  1833,  when  he  joined  the  pio- 
neers of  Putnam  county,  making  the  trip  in 
wagons  and  bringing  a herd  of  fifty-six  cattle. 
Near  the  present  site  of  Glandorf  he  took  a 
claim  of  120  acres  of  government  land,  on 
which  he  erected  a log  house.  This  was  the 
first  settlement  made  in  the  eastern  part  of  Put- 
nam county.  Later  Mr.  Reidenour  sold  his 
tract  of  land  and  purchased  the  homestead  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  He  made  fre- 
quent trips  to  Tiffin  and  Piqua  in  order  to  ob- 
tain provisions  for  the  settlement,  using  ox- 
teams  for  transportation.  He  was  always  an 
active,  energetic  man,  and  did  much  toward 
the  development  of  the  country  in  which  his 
entire  interests  centered.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Presbyterian  and  in  politics  a democrat. 
His  death  occurred  in  1848. 

Israel  Ridenour,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
laid  the  foundation  for  his  education  in  a little 
log  school-house  with  puncheon  benches  in 
lieu  of  chairs  to  sit  on,  and  adopted  farming  as 
a life  occupation;  lie  became  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war  and  served  the  cause  valiantly. 
In  1856,  he  was  married  to  Louisa  Lutz,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Justina  (Weaver)  Lutz. 
Mrs.  Ridenour  was  born  in  Fairfield  count)  , 
Ohio,  in  1838,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of 


Maryland  and  early  settlers  in  Fairfield  county. 
Her  death  occurred  in  March,  1893.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ridenour  settled  on  a farm 
in  Ottawa  township,  then  sold  this  place  and 
bought  another  farm  in  the  same  township, 
and  in  1877  purchased  his  present  home. 

On  June  20,  1895,  Mr.  Ridenour,  married 
Mrs.  Fannie  Crone,  widow  of  Isaiah  Crone 
and  a daughter  of  John  Y.  and  Susannah  (Bear) 
Smith.  Miss  Smith — now  Mrs.  Ridenour— 
was  born  in  Greensburg  township,  June  11, 
1850,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Fayette  and 
Putnam  counties.  She  was  married  to  Isaiah 
Crone  in  1867,  and  ten  children  were  born  to 
them;  John,  Mary,  Christian,  Alice,  Ella, 
Sylvia,  Susannah,  Edward,  Nettie  and  Law- 
rence. Her  husband  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  in  1839.  His  death  occurred  in  March, 
1891.  Mr.  Ridenour  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  of  which  he  is  a liberal  supporter. 
He  has  always  been  a democrat  in  politics  and 
a member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Kalida. 
Mrs.  Ridenour  is  a member  of  the  Disciples’ 
church  and  is  an  active  worker  in  this  society. 
Mr.  Ridenour  is  conspicuously  numbered 
among  the  prominent  farmers  of  Perry  town- 
ship— and  is  a broad-gauged,  liberal-minded 
man — a good  neighbor  and  greatly  esteemed 
citizen,  and  it  is  to  such  men  that  the  country 
owes  much  of  its  material  prosperity  as  well  as 
social  standing. 


HE  ROBBINS  FAMILY. — The  first 
member  of  this  family  known  in  Ohio 
was  John  Robbins,  a German,  who 
came  from  Pennsylvania  about  the 
year  1818,  and  settled  in  Franklin  county. 
He  had  married  a Miss  Watt  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  had  born  to  them  the  following  chil- 
dren: William,  John,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Dan- 

iel, Elizabeth  (married),  Jacob,  Stilley,  and 
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Maria,  who  married  Charles  Garner.  Both 
parents  passed  their  lives  in  Franklin  countv. 

Daniel  Robbins,  a member  of  the  above 
enumerated  family,  was  born  in  1801,  in  North- 
umberland county,  Pa.,  and  when  a young' 
man  was  employed  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment as  paymaster,  and  in  this  capacity  he 
visited  the  forts  of  tin.'  west  and  southwest  for 
several  years;  later  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Saint  Louis,  and  in  1835 
came  to  Ohio,  located  at  Columbus,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpenter  until  February, 
1842,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  section  No.  6, 
Blanchard  township.  Of  this  tract  he  disposed 
of  forty  acres,  retaining  120  for  a homestead, 
which  he  converted  into  a fine  farm.  He  mar- 
ried Phebe  Hurling,  daughter  of  Mose  Hurling, 
of  New  Jersey,  but  now  a resident  of  Delaware 
county,  Ohio.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  married  to  Jackson 

Showers;  Mary,  deceased;  Amanda,  deceased; 
William  and  John.  The  father,  Daniel  Rob- 
bins, died  in  1868,  and  his  widow  in  1876, 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Leipsic,  in  which  he  was  a class 
leader  and  steward.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
whig  and  then  a republican. 

William  Robbins,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
October  21,  1839,  and  was  a child  when 

brought  to  Blanchard  township,  Putnam  county, 
by  his  parents.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  school  of 
his  district  In  1864  he  enlisted,  under  the 
100-day  call  for  volunteers,  in  company  B, 
One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, and  served  out  his  term.  In  1866-67 
lie  was  employed  as  a salesman  bv  a Colum- 
bus firm,  and  then  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead. He  has  cleared  off  and  improved  the 
greater  part  of  the  place,  and  is  now  owner  of 
eighty-eight  and  one-half  acres  ir  his  own 


right.  He  married  Amanda,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Myers,  a pioneer  from  Butler  county,  Pa.  This 
union  was  favored  with  three  children,  viz: 
Annie  (wife  of  William  Dennis),  Corydon  and 
Ella.  In  politics  Mr.  Robbins  is  a republican, 
and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Leipsic;  he  is  also  an 
Odd  Fellow,  and  holds  the  office  of  N.  G. 
and  C.  P. 

Corydon  Robbins,  of  the  above  family,  was 
born  in  Union  county,  Ohio,  November  15, 
1862,  received  a collegiate  education,  but  be- 
came a skillful  farmer,  and  now  has  charge  of 
the  old  homestead  in  Blanchard  township,  Put- 
nam county.  He  is  a republican  in  politics, 
but  not  an  office  seeker.  He  married  Miss  Jennie 
Rayle,  w ho  has  borne  him  one  child,  Florence. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  conforming  to  its 
teachings  in  all  particulars.  The  Robbins  fam- 
ily, as  may  well  be  inferred  from  the  fon  going 
statements,  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
in  Putnam  county. 


HNDREW  ROC  KEY  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  representative  agricul- 
turists of  Monroe  township,  Putnam 
countv,  Ohio.  His  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  in  this  section  of  the  country,  he  is  well- 
to-do  as  regards  the  posession  of  this  world’s 
goods,  and  he  is  known  as  an  honorable  and 
respected  citizen.  His  grandfather,  Valentine 
Rockey,  was  a native  of  Germany,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Some  years 
thereafter  he  came  to  America,  settling  in 
Pennsylvania.  Later  he  removed  to  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  experienced  the  inci- 
dents and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  He  and 
wife  were  devout  members  of  the  1 Tieran 
church,  and  were  people  who  were  widely 
know  n and  highly  esteemed.  Hu*  grandfather 
was  an  old-line  whig  in  politics,  and  had  par- 
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ticipated  in  the  war  of  [812,  as  well  as  in  the 
wars  of  Germany. 

Valentine  Rockey,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  born  in  Germany,  being  a babe 
in  his  mother's  arms  when  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  this  country.  His  education  was  a 
limited  one  and  his  whole  life  was  passed  upon 
the  farm.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Lau- 
ringer,  who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  married  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  for  some  time,  afterward  re- 
moving to  Seneca  county,  where  they  made 
for  themselves  a comfortable  home  on  a farm 
of  120  acres  which  they  had  reclaimed  from 
the  wilderness.  The  mother  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  both 
were  highly  respected  citizens.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Caroline,  de- 

ceased, formerly  wife  of  Harr',  Bovman,  Jacob, 
David  and  Andrew. 

Andrew  Rockey,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  never 
knew  the  tender  love  and  solicitude  of  a moth- 
er’s care,  she  dying  when  he  was  quite  young. 
He  was  born  February  8,  i S g 3 , and  in  his 
youth  secured  a common-school  education 
From  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  has  made  his 
way  in  the  world  unaided,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  April  1 2 , 1874,  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  Daup,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  December  29,  1854,  she 
being  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine 
fWinsingci;  Daup,  who  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Sandusky,  Ohio.  They  afterward 
lived  in  Seneca  countv  for  eight  years,  and  m 
1882  came  to  their  present  farm  in  Monroe 
township,  where  they  have  since  been  promi 
nently  identified  with  the  affairs  of  this  section 
Their  farm  home  of  160  acres  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township,  upon  which  are  good 
buildings  erected  by  Mr.  Rockey  himself,  and 
being  well  drained  and  stocked.  To  this  esti- 


mable couple  four  children  have  been  born,  in 
order  of  birth  as  follows:  Delbert,  Chester, 

Ora  V.,  and  Ephraim  E.  Our  subject  is  a 
strong  republican,  although  he  does  not  give 
much  time  to  politics,  preferring  to  devote  his 
attention  instead  to  his  home  and  family.  He 
has  aided  liberally  in  church  work,  and  is  a 
man  who  is  thoroughly  posted  upon  the  affairs 
of  the  day.  His  life  example  is  one  which  is 
worthy  of  emulation. 


OSEPH  ROOF,  mayor  of  Glandorf, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  the  son  of 
Marcus  and  Mary  Ann  Roof.  Marcus, 
the  father,  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1810, 
was  raised  and  educated  in  his  native  towm, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  On  com- 
ing to  America  he  first  settled  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
time,  and  thence  removed  with  his  family  to 
Putnam  county,  settling  near  Glandorf.  Here 
he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building,  and 
to  his  skill  are  due  some  of  the  finest  buildings 
of  the  city.  He  also  engaged  in  farming,  in 
connection  with  his  business  of  contractor,  un- 
til a few  years  ago,  when  he  retired,  and  now 
resides  in  Ottawa.  He  married  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  became  the  father  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  Simon;  Catherine;  Joseph  Ern- 

est; Henry;  Joseph,  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
rephy,  and  Ignatius,  deceased  — the  mother 
being  now  also  deceased.  Politically  Mr.  Roof 
has  been  a life  long  democrat  and  in  his  re- 
ligious belief  a consistent  Catholic. 

Joseph,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  born 
March  24,  1853,  in  the  town  of  Glandorf.  He 
received  a common-school  education,  and 
early  in  life  engaged  in  peddling  notions,  which 
he  followed  in  connection  with  other  occupa- 
tions until  1877,  when  he  began  dealing  in 
hides,  poultry,  etc.,  shipping  his  products  to 
eastern  markets.  He  has  continued  in  this 
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business  and  the  manufacture  of  cider  up  to 
the  present  time.  In  1890  he  purchased  and 
remodeled  his  present  residence  in  Glandorf. 
Politically,  Mr.  Roof  is  one  of  the  leading 
democrats  of  the  county,  he  has  served  many 
terms  on  the  various  county  committees,  and 
his  sage  counsel  is  ever  for  the  common  good. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Glandorf,  an 
office  which  he  now  tills.  On  June  17,  1885, 
Joseph  Roof  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie,  daugh- 
ter of  Bernard  and  Elizabeth  lvamper,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children,  viz:  Francis,  Joseph,  Alma  and 

Rudolph. 


ENRY  ROOSE,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  Jennings  township, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  in  Mahon- 
ing county,  Ohio,  July  2,  1829.  His 
father,  Frederick  Roose,  was  born  m Pennsyl- 
vania, was  reared  a farmer,  and  when  a young 
man  came  to  Ohio,  being  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Stark  county,  where  he  married  a Miss  Bix- 
ler,  a native  of  Virginia,  of  German  descent, 
as  was  also  tier  husband.  To  this  union  were 
born  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to 
reach  the  years  of  maturity  and  were  born  in 
the  following  order:  Susan,  John,  Samuel, 

Michael,  Henry,  Annie,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Silas 
and  Joseph — the  elder  four  having  Stark  count}’, 
Ohio,  as  their  place  of  nativity  and  the  re- 
mainder claiming  Mahoning  countv  as  their 
place  of  birth — the  father  and  mother  having 
resided  in  the  latter  county  for  some  years. 
Mr.  Roose  was  largely  engaged  in  the  saw-mill 
business  and  also  owned  an  extensive  farm,  on 
which  lie  died  when  between  fifty  and  sixty 
years  of  age.  His  son  Silas  served  in  the 
Ninth  Indiana  volunteer  infantry  during  the 
late  Civil  war  and  took  part  in  many  battles 
-among  them  Pittsburg  Landing,  Murfrees- 
boro, Lookout  Mountain  and  Nashville,  being 


once  slightly  wounded.  He  later  served  in 
Texas  for  awhile  and  was  ever  a faithful  and 
active  soldier. 

Henry  Roose,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  always  a man  of  much  reliance,  and  in 
July,  when  twenty  years  of  age,  left  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  for  three  years  made  his  own 
way. through  the  world.  In  1853,  he  returned 
to  his  father's  farm,  which  was  still  all  in  the 
woods.  He  had,  during  his  absence,  married, 
May  i,  1851,  Elizabeth  Diller,  who  was  born 
in  Greene  township,  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
near  Chambersburg,  June  28,1828,  a daughter 
of  Peter  and  Barbara  (Lehman)  Diller.  Her 
father,  Peter  Diller,  had  come  to  Ohio  in  1841, 

1 and  settled  in  German  township,  Allen  county, 
where  he  cleared  up  a farm  from  the  forest 
and  became  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  township.  He  was  twice  married  and  bv 
his  first  union  had  born  to  him  three  children 
— Jacob,  Mary  and  Susannah;  by  his  second 
j wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Barbara 
; Lehman,  were  born  Elizabeth,  John,  Nancy 
and  Samuel.  Mr.  Diller  lived  to  be  seventy- 
five  years  of  age  and  died  a member  of  the 
Mennonite  church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also 
a devoted  member. 

Some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr  Roose 
settled  on  his  farm  in  Jennings  township,  Put- 
nam county,  then  in  a deep  wilderness,  but 
which  by  diligence,  hard  work  and  presistent 
effort,  he  has  transformed  into  one  of  tin  most 
fertile  and  handsome  places  in  the  township. 
He  first  lived  here  in  a temporary  shanty, 
which  served  him  as  a habitation  until  he  could 
erect  a hewed-log  house,  and  in  the  latter  he 
lived  until  the  erection  of  his  present  frame 
domicile.  Seven  children  came  to  brighten  his 
home,  of  whom  four  are  still  living,  and  are 
named  Peter,  George,  Barbara  and  John  E. 
He  and  wifi:  are  members  of  the  C hristian 
church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Roose  is  a demo- 
crat. He  has  served  as  justice  of  th  peace 


I 


. 


'•  ■ 


- 

•• 

: ; ‘ Ji  1 • ! i . . .... 

I ; ( . 

;i  , r.  . 

, 

• . • •»  - f . 

. a 

. 

■I  •:  . . ‘ . • r ■: 


' ' • • - ■*.  ;■  • :>/  * t;  . If  . 

■j  .wit> 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


465 


nine  years,  as  assessor  four  years,  and  is  at 
present  township  trustee,  having  served  five 
years  at  different  times  and  always  having  held 
the  most  implicit  confidence  of  the  people. 
He  is  a friend  of  public  education  and  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  school  board  for 
a great  length  of  time,  and  is  indeed  public 
spirited  in  all  respects.  He  favors  good  roads 
and  is  ever  foremost  in  aiding  all  measures 
that  tend  to  the  public  good.  He  has  a tine 
farm  of  too  acres  and  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced agriculturists  of  his  township  and 
county,  and  he  and  family  are  honored  for  their 
morality  and  probity  of  character. 


QHN  ROOSE,  the  popular  druggist  of 
Kalida,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Diller)  Roose,  and  was  born 
in  Jennings  township,  Putnam  county , 
Ohio,  September  4,  1 869.  The  father  was 
reared  a farmer  and  carpenter,  and  in  1851 
married  Elizabeth  Diller!  Seven  children 
resulted  to  the  union,  of  whom  four  are  still 
living,  viz.  : Peter,  a farmer  of  Jennings  town- 
ship; George,  also  a farmer,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; Barbara,  wife  of  J.  E.  Sawyer,  farmer 
of  Jennmgs  township,  and  John  our  subject. 

After  marriage  Henry  Roose  lived  in  Allen 
county  for  a year  and  then  came  try  Putnam 
county’,  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the 
woods,  hewed  out  a good  home  and  added  one 
tract  of  twenty  acres  in  Jennings  toyvnship, 
and  forty  acres  in  Jackson  toyvnship,  and  here 
makes  his  home.  fie  is  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  toyvnship  trustee,  justice  of 
the  peaei  , township  assessor  and  as  member 
of  the  school  board;  he  is  secretary  of  the 
( hi  istian  church  also,  of  which  he  is  a devout 
member  Mrs  Elizabeth  (Diller)  Roose  yvns 
born  in  Pennsylvania  of  German  descent,  and 
yy hen  thirteen  years  of  age  was  brought  to 


Allen  county,  Ohio,  by  her  parents,  who  bought 
and  settled  on  a farm. 

John  Roose,  our  subject,  was  reared  a 
farmer,  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  schools  of  Putnam  county,  and  in  1887 
attended  the  Ada  university  for  one  summer, 
then  taught  a term  of  school  in  Sugar  Creek 
toyvnship,  Putnam  county,  another  in  Jennings 
township,  and  returned  to  Ada  in  the  summer 
of  1888;  taught  the  same  schools  and  attended 
the  same  college  in  1889,  and  finished  with 
the  commercial  course.  The  following  yvinter 
he  taught  in  Centre,  Jennings  toyvnship, 
returned  to  Ada  in  the  summer  of  1890,  taught 
three  terms  in  the  same  township,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1891  finished  the  cousre  at  Ada. 

March  6,  1892,  Mr.  Roose  married  Estella 
Catherine  Conayvay,  daughter  of  Basil  and 
Rebecca  (More)  Conayvay,  to  which  union  one 
child,  Freddie  Eoraine,  yvas  born  October  21, 
1893.  Mrs.  Roose  yvas  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  in  1875,  her  parents  being  also  natives 
of  the  state.  She  yvas  reared  in  the  Christian 
church,  but  noyv  affiliates  yvith  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  congregation.  Her  father  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  grange,  and  is  also  a membei  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  having  served  all  through  the  late 
war;  he  is  a republican  in  politics,  and  in 
religion  adheres  to  the  Christian  church. 

After  marriage  John  Roose  taught  one  term 
of  school,  and  then,  in  April,  1893,  embarked  in 
the  drug  business  in  Kalida,  where  he  is  doing  a 
prosperous  trade.  Politically  he  is  a demo- 
crat, ami  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  since  August,  1893,  and  has  also  been 
toyvnship  treasurer  since  the  spring  of  1895. 
He  is  a member  of  the  democratic  county 
central  committee  and  is  very  active  in  county 
politics.  lie  is  a member  of  Kalida  lodge, 

No.  280,  F.  N . A M.,  and  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  yyhich  he  is  chorister, 
and  for  the  past  feyv  years  has  been  a Sunday- 
school  teacher.  lie  is  yvcll  onalilied  for  his 
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present  line  of  business,  having  studied  phar- 
macy for  the  last  two  years  of  his  attendance 
at  the  Ada  university,  and  possessing  an  oblig- 
ing disposition  and  courteous,  affable  manners. 


ILLIAM  ROWER.— A few  years  be- 
fore the  din  of  the  Napoleonic  wars 
had  awakened  all  Europe  from 
peaceful  repose  to  the  condition  in 
which  every  state  was  in  arms,  there  was  born 
in  Dresden,  Saxony,  Germany,  on  March  19, 
1779,  Christian  Frederick  Benjamin  Rower, 
who  was  given  an  education  such  as  German 
youths  of  that  time  received.  He  served  in 
the  army  of  Saxony  in  the  Napoleonic  wars, 
and  on  April  17,  1799,  left  the  fatherland,  ar- 
rived in  America  November  30,  1802,  and  set- 
tled near  Pottsville,  Pa.  He  was  a distiller 
by  trade,  and  followed  that  business  in  his  new 
home.  On  November  12,  1807,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Long,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia February  11,  1790,  of  sterling  Pennsylva- 
nia-! )utch  parentage.  Her  father’s  name  was 
Joseph  Long.  Elizabeth  had  been  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  her  native  state,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which 
she  took  an  active  part;  her  husband  was  also 
a member  of  this  church,  and  both  were  con- 
sistent Christians.  The  young  married  couple, 
about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812, 
crossed  the  mountains  from  Pennsylvania  in  a 
large  wagon  and  settled  in  Eranklin  county, 
Ohio,  and  were  among  the  very  first  pioneers 
of  that  county.  Here  he  purchased  a small 
tract  of  land,  on  which  he  lived  until  his 
death,  September  20,  1826,  his  wife  surviving 
him  twenty  years,  dying  June  10,  1846.  Their 
family  consisted  of  ten  children:  Rosanna, 

born  October  6,  1808,  deceased  March  27, 
1887;  an  infant;  Sarah,  born  February  25, 
1811,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Cable,  of 
Franklin  county,  her  death  occmiiug  Novem- 


ber 30,  1893;  Julia  A.,  born  December  5,1812, 
the  deceased  wife  of  Ellis  Long,  of  Franklin 
county,  died  in  1849;  Charlotte,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1815,  deceased  February,  1881;  Su- 
sanne,  the  wife  of  Emanuel  Conkle,  of  Indi- 
ana, was  born  October  4,  1817  (she  made  her 
home  with  Mrs.  L.  A.  Rower,  where  she  died 
March  7,  1892);  Mahala,  born  August  10,1819, 
and  died  in  1 8 37 ; John,  born  June  15,  1821, 
and  died  June  28,  1853;  William,  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  sketch,  and  James  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Kalida;  he  was  born  February 
9,  1826.  At  the  time  of  this  writing — January, 
1896 — there  were  thirty-three  grandchildren 
and  sixty-three  great-grandchilden,  and  of  this 
number  seventy-one  are  now  living. 

William  Rower,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  August  5, 
1823.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  his  educa- 
tion in  a log  school -house  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  he  was  born.  He  worked  on  a farm, 
and  when  old  enough  received  $3  per  month 
for  his  work.  On  September  7,  1848,  he  mar- 
ried Eliza  A.,  who  was  born  May  8,  1830,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Cable)  Pearcy. 
James  Pearcy,  father  of  Mrs.  Rower,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  1795,  and 
followed  farming  and  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
He  was  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  a republican  in  politics,  and  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  other  minor 
offices.  He  was  a leader  in  public  improve- 
ments, and  every  enterprise  that  had  for  its 
aim  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  large  re- 
ceived his  undivided  attention  and  support. 
In  1820  he  married  Sarah  Cable,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  then  living  in  Franklin 
county.  Their  children  were  eight  in  number, 
named:  Eliza  A.,  of  this  mention;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Henry  Beary,  of  Sugar  Grove,  Ohio; 
William,  of  Georgia;  Mary,  wife  of  Sephariah 
Dildine,  of  Georgia,  now  deceased;  James 
Tallman,  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio;  Malinda 
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and  Amanda,  twin  sisters— -the  first  married  to 
Edward  Root,  of  Straightsville,  Ohio;  the  sec- 
ond to  Harrison  Tallman,  of  Franklin  county. 
Their  mother  died  December  8,  1891,  and  had 
been  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church 
most  of  her  life. 

After  Ins  marriage  Mr.  Rower  lived  one 
year  in  Franklin  county,  and  in  September, 
1849,  he  and  his  wife  came  in  a wagon  to 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county,  and  settled 
on  a beautiful  tract  of  wild  woodland,  which 
he  had  previously  purchased,  nicely  situated 
in  the  valley  of  the  Auglaize  river.  They  at 
first  tried  living  in  a tent  until  they  could  clear 
a space  and  build  a log  cabin,  but  the  season 
was  a rainv  one  and  the  tent  was  not  proof 
against  the  hard-beating  rains,  and  they  were 
forced  to  abandon  it  and  go  to  the  house  of  a 
neighbor  until  their  own  could  be  made  ready. 
After  assisting  in  erecting  a home  for  his 
brother,  Mr.  Rower  put  up  one  for  himself  and 
moved  his  family  into  it,  anil  cleared  a good 
farm  around  it.  Twelve  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  viz:  Samantha  j.,  the  wife  ol 

George  Reynolds,  a farmer  in  Jennings  town- 
ship; Jane  M.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  E., 
the  wife  of  Richard  Reynolds,  of  Jennings 
township;  Susan  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Blakely,  of  Jackson  township;  John  Tallman, 
of  Union  township;  William  PI.,  now  living  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  township;  Lewis 
Albert,  who  manufactures  tile  and  runs  a 
creamery  in  Ottoville;  Elvin,  also  of  Ottoville; 
Vallandigham,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  town- 
ship October  11,  1863.  and  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  but  has,  since  April,  1894. 
been  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Kalida, 
where  he  is  quite  successful;  Amanda  A.,  wife  ' 
of  J.  R.  Langston,  ol  Pine  Bluff,  Ark;  Nancy  I 
( .,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Gurchie  M , 
wife  of  W'l’iam  Dunavan,  of  Kalida.  Prom 
the  time  he  settled  011  his  farm  Mr.  Rower 
worked  hard  and  improved  it  until  1889,  when 


when  he  retired  from  active  work,  and  now' 
enjovs  the  fruits  of  a well-spent  life.  He  still 
keeps  up  his  interest  in  agriculture,  however. 
His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  just- 
ice of  the  peace,  and  for  fourteen  years  that  of 
township  trustee.  He  has  always  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and-  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and 
has  always  been  foremost  in  anything  which 
w'as  for  the  good  of  the  neighborhood.  Both 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  and  are  now  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
the  county,  and  many  are  the  tales  the)'  can 
tell  of  the  early  hardships  and  privations  which 
they  underwent  when  they  first  came  to  this 
then  new  county. 


MLLIAM  HENRY  ROWER. 
Among  the  many  excellent  farms  in 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  one  of  the  finest  and  best  is 
the  old  homestead  of  William  and  Eliza  Ann 
(Pearcy)  Rower,  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
their  son,  William  Plenry  Rower,  a prominent 
and  influential  farmer,  who  was  born  on  this 
farm  on  June  15,  1858,  and  under  his  father’s 
guidance  learned  to  be  an  excellent  farmer  and 
was  also  given  a good  education.  On  April 
15,  1885,  he  married  Clara,  the  estimable 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary(Hegner)  Miehls, 

I a biography  of  whom  will  be  found  on  another 
i page.  She  was  born  in  Carroll,  Ohio,  in  Feb- 
j ruary,  1861,  and  was  there  educated.  After 
j marriage  the  hopeful  couple  located  in  Vaughns- 


husband  was  engaged  in  tne  saloon  business, 
but,  it  not  being  to  his  liking,  he  disposed  of 
his  business  and  property,  and  on  March  6, 
1889,  returned  to  Jackson  township  and  bought 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  ha  1 been  born 
' and  had  spent  his  happy  childhood  days.  This 
farm  consists  of  105  acres  ol  excellent  farming 
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land,  under  a tine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
his  home  nicely  and  comfortably  furnished, 
and  the  home  is  rendered  most  happy  by  the 
cheerful  voices  of  their  two  bright  daughters 
— Mary  Zora,  a blonde,  born  January  23,  1886, 
and  Zella  Theresia,  a sparkling  brunette,  born 
April  18,  1888.  Their  mother  is  a member  of 
the  Catholic  church  and  is  a genial  and  social 
helpmate,  a kind  mother  and  lovable  lady. 
The  husband  is  always  active  in  all  affairs  which 
concern  the  welfare  of  the  neighborhood;  he 
is  progressive  and  sociable  and  is  respected  by 
all,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Rower  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  democratic  party. 


QRS.  MARY  K.  ROWER  is  the  widow 
of  Lewis  A.  Rower,  a younger 
brother  of  James  H.  Rower  (see 
his  sketch)  and  son  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Chandler)  Rower.  Lewis  A.  Rower 
was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  November 
6,  1851.  When  Lewis  was  quite  young  his 
father  died,  and  his  mother,  after  remaining 
live  year's  on  the  homestead,  took  her  children, 
Lewis,  aged  eight  years,  and  James,  ten  years, 
to  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  on 
a farm,  and  where  Lewis  attended  school  when 
an  opportunity  offered  itself.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  (1872)  he  returned  to  the 
farm  in  Putnam  county,  on  which  he  had  been 
born,  and  on  February  11,  1875,  he  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Begg,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Whyte)  Begg, and  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
June  15,  1852.  She  was  given  a good  educa- 
tion, and  had  taught  school,  being  one  of  the 
best  teachers  in  Franklin  county  at  that  time. 
Her  father,  John  Begg,  was  born  in  Cumber- 
wauld,  Scotland,  January  4,  1806,  his  father 
being  \\  illiam  Begg,  who  was  a miner  of  Scot- 
land, and  who  had  married  Elizabeth  Cowie, 


to  whom  the  following  children  were  born: 
Mrs.  Rower’s  father,  John  Begg;  William,  of 
Putnam,  county,  Ohio,  deceased;  Alexander, 
who  died  in  Scotland;  James,  Janet,  Elizabeth 
and  Elizabeth  the  second,  all  four  of  whom 
are  deceased;  Robert,  of  Columbus,  Oh  o,  but 
now  deceased,  and  his  twin  brother,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Isabelle,  the  youngest,  also  died  in 
infancy.  William  Begg,  the  father  of  this 
family,  came  to  America  in  1844,  with  1 1 is  son 
John,  and  made  his  home  with  his  son  Robert, 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  until  his  death  on  jane  21, 
1849.  His  devoted  wife  survived  him  scarcely 
a year,  dying  May  5,  1850. 

John  Begg,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rower,  had 
received  a fair  education  in  Scotland  and  had 
worked  in  the  mines  with  his  father.  In  1835, 
while  yet  in  Scotland,  he  married  Mary  Whyte, 
who  was  born  near  his  home  in  June,  1813. 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  a - follows: 
Millian,  who  enlisted  in  the  late  Civil  war  on 
August  15,  1862,  in  company  A,  Fift’eth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  and  was  killed  at  Pern 
ville,  Kv.  ; Thomas  Begg,  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Janet,  who  make 
her  home  with  Mrs.  Rower;  John,  a farmer  of 
Allen  county;  James,  who  died  February  14. 
1852,  and  Mary  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Mrs.  Rower’s  father  remained  in  Scotland  unt'l 
1844,  when  he  came  to  America  and  settled  on 
a farm  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio.  In  1875  he 
sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Allen  counts, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  re 
spected  and  honored  by  all,  two  years  of  hi 
life  being  spent  in  retirement  from  act  we  work 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder  from 
1858  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Septem 
her  19,  1886.  H is  wife  was  also  a member  of 
this  church  until  her  death.  May  19,  1878.  In 
politics  |ohn  Begg  was  a stanch  republican; 
fraternally  he  was  prominent  member  of  tin 
Masonic  order. 
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After  their  marriage  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  went  with  her  husband  to  live  on  the 
home  farm,  on  which  she  and  her  family  now 
live.  This  family  consists  of  six  children : John 
Sumner,  who  was  born  December  4,  1875,  and 
died  December  14,  1877;  Thomas  Harvey, 
born  January  9,  1 878,  and  who  is  now  a young 
man  of  sterling  qualities  and  remains  at  home 
with  his  mother;  Mary  Janet,  born  December 
17 , 1879,  now  a charming  young  lady;  Lewis 
Edson,  born  March  3,  1882;  Philip  Alfred, 
born  September  22,  1884;  Mabel  Alice,  born 
December  20,  188G.  The  young  couple  went 
hard  to  work  after  settling  on  this  farm  and 
improved  it  very  much,  and  in  1885  they  built 
their  substantial  and  handsome  brick  residence, 
but  the  husband  lived  only  a short  time  to  en- 
joy it,  death  calling  him  away  on  November 
23,  1886.  after  an  illness  of  three  months.  In 
politics  Mr.  Rower  was  a democrat,  yet  voted 
rather  for  the  man  than  the  party.  He  was 
not  a member  of  any  church,  yet  was  a good 
Christian  man,  liberal  and  charitable  to  desti- 
tute neighbors  and  all  needy  wayfarers  whom 
chance  might  lead  to  seek  temporary  relief 
beneath  his  hospitable  roof,  never,  indeed, 
failing  to  respond  to  any  appeal  for  aid. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Rower 
bravely  took  up  the  work  where  her  husband 
had  left  it.  We  only  too  infrequently  give 
women  the  credit  of  the  many  sterling  quali- 
ties possessed  by  those  who  at  the  death  of 
their  husbands  continue  their  work  successfully. 
Mrs.  Rower  is  one  of  those  who  deserve  very 
much  credit  for  the  success  with  which  she  has 
carried  on  all  the  affairs  of  a productive  farm. 
She  is  a straightforward  business  woman,  pos- 
sessed with  decision  and  rare  business  tact. 
She  is  blessed  with  the  comfort  of  an  interest- 
ing family,  to  whom  she  gives  all  the  advan- 
tages obtainable.  She  is  liberal  and  public 
spirited,  and  her  farm  is  one  of  the  best  and  1 
neatest  in  the  county. 

25 


R.  GEORGE  B.  RUMMELL,  the 
leading  veterinary  surgeon  of  Ottawa, 
Putnam  county,  was  born  in  Findlay, 
Ohio,  June  20,  1867,  and  is  a son  of 
David  and  Mary  (Reed)  Rummell.  David 
Rummell  was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  September  13,  1827,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Rummell,  both  of 
whom  belong  to  old  and  well-known  families 
of  that  part  of  the  state.  David  Rummell  was 
reared  in  his  native  county,  and  early  learned 
the  trade  of  bricklaying,  with  his  father,  which 
he  followed  for  some  time  in  his  youth,  but,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  apprenticed  himself  to 
learn  cabinet  making,  and  before  his  twenty- 
first  year  was  carrying  on  business  for  himself 
in  partnership  with  H.  K.  Lee.  Messrs.  Rum- 
mell & Lee  located  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  in  1848, 
where  they  remained  in  partnership  but  a short 
time,  Mr.  Rummell  purchasing  his  partner’s 
interest  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and  continu- 
ing in  the  furniture  business  until  1856.  For 
a short  time,  he  was  not  engaged  in  business, 
but  subsequently  embarked,  the  second  time, 
in  the  furniture  trade  with  which  he  is  still 
identified.  In  addition  to  the'  cabinet  trade, 
he  also  assisted  in  erecting  some  of  the  leading 
business  houses  and  churches  of  Findlay,  and 
at  this  time  is  one  of  the  oldest  furniture  deal- 
ers of  that  city.  David  and  Mary  Rummell 
reared  a family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living  at  this  time,  viz:  Ella,  wife  of  H. 

W.  Everson;  Jessie,  wife  of  Isaac  Faucht;  W. 
R.  and  George  B. 

George  B.  Rummell  was  reared  in  Findlay, 
in  the  schools  of  which  city  his  educational 
training  was  obtained,  completing  the  pre- 
scribed course  and  graduating  in  the  class  of 
1884.  On  quitting  school,  he  engaged  in 
chicken  farming  near  the  city  of  Findlay,  in 
partnership  with  Walter  Meeks,  ;>  it  continued 
that  business  for  a short  time,  after  which  he 
accepted  a position  as  salesman  in  a giocery 
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house,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for  a period 
of  about  eleven  months.  He  then  returned  to 
his  father’s  place  of  business,  where  lie  re- 
mained until  1891,  in  which  year  he  entered 
tlie  Toronto  Veterinary  college,  Toronto, 
Canada,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  one 
year.  During  the  winter  of  1892-93,  Mr. 
Ruunnell  attended  the  Ohio  Veterinary  college, 
at  C incinnati,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1 893, 
and  immediately  thereafter  located  at  Ottawa, 
where  lie  has  since  practiced  his  profession 
with  the  most  encouraging  success.  The  doc- 
tor's reputation  is  much  more  than  local,  and 
he  stands  at  the  head  of  his  profession,  being 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  skillful  and 
thorough  veterinary  surgeons  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  He  makes  a speciality  of  surgery  and 
dentistry  and  has  performed  many  difficult  and 
delicate  operations,  one  of  which  was  the  re- 
moval of  a cystic  tumor,  or  tumor  of  the  nose, 
the  abnormal  growth  being  ten  and  one  half 
inches  long  by  three  and  a half  inches  in  diam- 
eter. This  was  indeed  a skillful  piece  of  sur- 
gery, and  speaks  much  for  the  doctor’s  success 
in  his  profession.  Mr.  Rummell  has  a com- 
plete hospital,  furnished  with  all  the  latest  ap- 
pliances, and  it  is  the  most  completely 
equipped  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  state,  if,  indeed,  one 
more  complete  can  be  found  throughout  the 
entire  state  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Rummell  was  married  September  20, 
1888,  to  Miss  Etta  Struve,  of  Findlay,  Ohio, 
the  issue  ot  which  marriage  is  one  child — Earl, 
whose  birth  occurred  June  12,  1890.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Rummell  is  a republican,  and  as 
such,  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party.  The  family  to  which  Mr.  Rummell 
belongs  is  noted  for  longevity,  his  grandmother 
Rummell  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years,  and  his  grandfather  the  closely 
approximating  number  oi  years,  dying  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine. 


AINT  JOSE  PH ’S  CONGREGATION, 
Fort  Jennings,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
1832-96. — The  first  Catholic  family, 
which  settled  in  Fort  Jennings,  was 
that  of  J.  H.  Wellman.  He  left  his  native 
country,  the  grand  duchy  of  Oldenburgh,  in 
1830,  and  in  the  same  year  came  to  this  place. 
It  was  then  yet  a part  of  the  wild  wood  of 
Ohio.  The  fort  which  Gen.  Jennings  had 
built  in  1812  and  a few-  wigwams  were  the 
only  structures  in  sight.  Intending  to  found  a 
Catholic  settlement,  Mr.  Wellman  bought  sev- 
eral sections  of  government  land,  divided  it 
into  smaller  portions,  and  offered  them,  on  easy 
terms  of  payment,  to  those  that  were  willing 
to  follow  him  from  his  native  country  Many 
availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  se- 
cure a cheap  homestead,  and  most  -f  them 
rank  now  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  this 
county.  These  families  were  visited  as  early 
as  1834  by  Rev.  Prof  Horstmann,  from  Glan- 
dorf,  Ohio,  mass  being  said  in  a private  house. 
But  when  the  number  of  families  had  increased 
considerably,  they  found  it  necessarv  to  build  a 
church.  Hence,  in  1840,  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants agreed  to  erect  a log  house,  to  be  used  for 
church  and  school  purposes;  the  former  dur- 
ing the  forenoon,  the  latter  in  the  afternoon. 
As  soon  as  the  structure  was  finishe  i Rev. 
Father  Herzog  was  appointed  the  first  resident 
priest  in  Fort  Jennings  in  1840.  He  remained 
but  a short  time,  and  it  was  again  attended 
from  Glandorf,  successively,  by  Revs-.  Prof. 
Horstmann,  Kunkler  and  Maxunillian,  of  the 
Society  of  the  Precious  Blood,  until  1846.  The 
congregation  increased  rapidly.  In  1845, 
Archbishop  Purcell  visited  it  lor  the  first  time. 
Seeing  that  the  church  was  little  adapted  for 
religious  services,  he  advised  the  people  to 
build  a new  one.  In  following  year,  1846, 
Rev.  George  Boelme  was  appointed  their  pas- 
tor. lie  was  anxious  to  execute  the  plan  of 
Archbishop  Purcell,  but  was  not  able  to  do  so 
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until  six  years  later.  In  1852  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  present  brick  church,  40x60 
feet.  Money  being  scarce,  the  people  aided 
the  progress  of  building  by  working  at  it,  every 
week,  one  or  two  days,  gratis.  Two  years  later, 

1 854.it  was  completed  at  a cost  of  about  $2,000. 
and  dedicated  to  Saint  Joseph  on  the  24th  of 
December  In  this  new  church  Rev.  George 
Boelme  labored  for  six  years  with  missionary 
zeal.  In  June,  i860, he  was  taken  ill,  and  died 
three  months  later,  September  20,  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  pastorate  at  Fort  Jennings. 
From  October,  i860,  until  March,  1861,  it 
was  attended  from  Delphos  b\  Rev.  Wester- 
holt.  Next  came  Rev.  James  Goebbels,  who 
remained  in  charge  tid  1864.  During  his  stay 
he  built  a steeple  and  the  present  pastoral 
residence.  He  was  succeeded  bv  Revs.  E. 
Haemers,  1864-66;  C.  Viere,  1866-67;  -d- 
Mueller,  who  attended  from  ( Dttoville,  1 867-70 ; 

L.  Zimbuehl,  1870-73.  Rev.  Charles  Barbier 
succeeded,  September,  1873,  and  remained  in 
charget  ill  his  death,  Auguet  23,  1 876.  Rev.J.A. 
Michenfelder  was  appointed, during  whose  pas- 
torate the  main  altar  and  a new  organ  were 
secured  for  the  church.  Rev.  Michenfelder  was 
succeeded  May  10,  1879,  by  Rev.  George 

Teter,  and  he  remained  till  May,  1881.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  James  Heidegger  till 
November,  1888.  During  his  pastorate,  the 
third  new  church,  132x55  feet,  brick,  trimmed 
with  stone,  gothic,  with  a beautiful  steeple,  was 
built,  with  clock  and  three  bells,  stained  glass 
windows,  tower,  pulpit,  three  line  altars,  con-  ^ 
fcssionals  and  sanctuary,  railings,  all  of  white  I 
ash,  were  obtained  through  a very  liberal  do- 
nation of  Mr.  Heilman,  who  donated  a farm 
worth  $4,  500  for  that  purpose.  A great  deal 
's  due  to  die  zeal  and  prudent  management  of 
Father  Heidegger,  that  the  present  church 
I , ‘ejected  ind  successfully  finished  at  a cost  of 
about  $;  j .coo,  all  included. 

In  November,  1 888,  Rev.  Charles  Brasch-  i 


ler  took  charge  of  the  congregation,  is  still  the 
acceptable  and  gracious  pastor,  and  to  him 
the  publishers  of  this  volume  are  indebted  for 
the  above  information.  In  the  fall  of  1882, 
the  foundation  of  the  new  church  was  built; 
in  May,  1883,  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone 
took  place,  and  in  May,  1884,  the  new  church 
was  dedicated  "by  Rt.  Rev.  R.  Gilmore.  Oc- 
tober 8,  1895,  a new  cemetery  was  dedicated. 

In  this  connection,  the  attention  of  the 
reader  may  be  called  to  the  sketch  of  the  life 
of  Rev.  Father  Braschler,  on  page  65,  of  the 
department  of  this  volume  allotted  to  Putnam 
county. 


EWIS  RUNKLE,  one  of  the  most 
thrifty  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  count\ , Ohio, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  this  state, 
August  15,  1849,  a son  of  George  and  Magda- 
lene (Ware)  Runkle.  The  father,  George, 
was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1821,  and  was 
a son  of  George  Runkle,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania of  Dutch  parentage  and  who  was  an 
early  settler  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  whence 
he  moved  to  Hancock  county,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  a member  of 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a 
member.  He  had  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
was  in  all  respects  a worthy  citizen  and  the 
honored  father  of  the  following  children  by  his 
first  marriage;  George,  who  died  in  1884; 
Betsey,  Barbara,  John  (deceased),  Mrs.  Will- 
iam Crossley  (deceased),  Marie  (Mrs.  Dan 
Garling),  Mrs.  Hannah  Four,  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Feller  and  Mrs.  Plotner — both  the  latter  de- 
ceased. George  Runkle,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  about 
1832  married  a Miss  Ware,  who  bore  one  hild, 
named  Samuel,  but  now  deceased  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Runkle  was  with  Miss  Mary 
Magdalene  Ware,  sister  of  his  nrsl  wife,  and  to 
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this  union  were  born  six  children,  as  follows: 
Jacob,  Jerry  and  Daniel,  all  substantial  fanners 
of  Auglaize  county,  Ohio;  Lewis  our  subject; 
George,  of  Fairfield  county,  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Morehart,  of  the  same  county.  After  his 
marriage,  George  Runkle  settled  down  to  his 
trade  in  Fairfield  county,  and  as  a democrat 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  for  a number 
of  years,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  re- 
spected members  of  the  German  Reform  church. 

Lewis  Runkle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  his  present  vocation  in  Fairfield 
county,  and  on  December  24,  1875,  married 
Loa  Buss,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Annamira 
(Cope)  Buss,  natives  of  Monroe  county,  Pa., 
and  of  Dutch  descent.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Runkle  have  been  born  four  children,  in 
the  following. order;  Jennie  Catherine,  May  10, 
1877,  and  a teacher  since  her  fifteenth  year; 
Tressanna,  November  28,  1880,  and  nowin 
school;  John  Buss,  July,  18,  1882,  died  Aug- 
ust 6,  1883,  and  J.  D.,  January  11,  1890. 
Mrs.  Runkle,  the  mother  of  these  children,  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  December  21, 
1855;  her  father,  who  is  still  living,  was  born 
in  1831,  and  has  been  four  times  married;  his 
surviving  children  are  four  in  number,  viz: 
Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  of  Findlay, 
Ohio,  Ella,  wife  of  Oscar  Palmer,  telegraph 
operator  of  New  Haven,  Ind.,  and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Edward  Erk. 

After  his  marriage,  Lewis  Runkle  resided  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  one  year,  and  in  Nov- 
ember, 1876,  came  to  Putnam  county  and 
located  in  Union  township,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Ottawa  river,  where  he  still  lives  on  his  re- 
modeled and  highly  improved  farm.  In  his 
politics  Mr.  Runkle  is  a democrat.  He  has 
been  school  director  for  a number  of  years  and 
is  at  present  township  trustee,  to  which  office 
he  was  elected  in  1890,  and  has  also  held  sev- 
eral other  township  offices.  He  is  a member 
uf  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  lodge,  No.  464,  of  Colum- 


bus Grove,  having  been  initiated  into  fellow- 
ship in  1874,  in  Hancock  county.  His  wife  is 
a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  has  reared  her  children  in  the  same 
faith.  Mr.  Runkle  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  practical  farmers  of  Union  township,  and 
as  a breeder  of  Poland  China  hogs,  of  which 
he  makes  a specialty,  has  few  equals.  As  an 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen  he  is 
universally  respected,  and,  although  yet  a com- 
paratively young  man,  holds  a leading  position 
among  the  formost  residents  of  Union  township. 


KEMP  SAMSAL,  a retired  farmer  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
this  state,  May  11,  1829,  a son  of 
Paul  and  Elizabeth  (McBaugh)  Samsal.  The 
father  Paul  Samsal,  was  born  in  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  November  15,  1789,  of  German  parent- 
age on  his  father’s  side.  Paul  was  educated 
in  Philadelphia  and  learned  the  tailor’s  trade. 
His  first  marriage  was  with  Miss  McBaugh,  a 
Quakeress,  and  of  ten  children  born  to  this 
union,  our  subject  is  the  only  one  living  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Samsal  moved  to  New  Jer- 
sey, lived  on  a farm  a short  time,  and  then 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  near  Lancaster, 
Fairfield  county,  where  he  followed  tailoring. 
His  wife  died  November  24,  1834,  and  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1835,  Mr.  Samsal  married 
Sarah  Scoonover,  who  died  the  following  No- 
vember, and  on  March  20,  1836,  Mr.  Samsal 
married  Mary  Egbert,  who  became  the  mother 
of  three  childern,  all  deceased.  About  1852, 
Mr.  Samsal  came  to  Putnam  county,  bought  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived  three  years,  then 
moved  to  another,  where  his  third  wife  died 
February  8,  i860,  aged  fifty-two  years.  About 
1862  he  married,  for  his  fourth  wile,  Rebecca 
Shannon,  who  still  lives  in  Kalida.  Mr. 
Samsal  died  May  27,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
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enty-five  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  a Freemason,  and  for 
twelve  years  served  as  constable. 

Kemp  Samsal  was  reared,  educated,  and 
taught  the  tailor’s  trade  in  Fairfield  county. 
Ohio,  and  February  21,  1851,  married  Maria 
Swayze,  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Polly  (Pick- 
ering) Swayze,  and  in  1852  came  to  Putnam 
county  with  his  father.  The  children  born  to 
this  marriage  were  eight  in  number,  viz. : An 
infant  son,  deceased;  Mrs.  Sereptor;  Mrs.  Jane 
Beam,  of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county; 
Ellen,  who  died  at  three  years  of  age;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Union  township;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Edward  S Holt,  on  the  home  place;  Lafayette, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
Orphia,  wife  of  Samuel  I).  Best,  of  Union 
township.  The  mother  of  this  family  was 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  December  3, 
1828,  and  her  parents  were  also  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  state.  After  his  marrige,  Mr.  Sam- 
sal farmed  in  Winchester,  Ohio,  for  a short 
time,  and  in  1852  bought  a farm  in  Union 
township,  on  which  be  still  lives,  and  which 
comprises  eighty  acres.  It  was  uncleared,  but 
improved  with  a log  cabin,  in  which  he  and 
family  lived  until  1883,  wdien  he  erected  his 
present  handsome  dwelling;  he  now  owns  240 
acres,  of  which  100  acres  are  cleared. 

In  politics  Mr.  Samsal  is  a democrat,  and 
in  1882  was  elected  infirmary  director,  which 
office  he  held  for  six  years;  for  two  years  he  was 
township  assessor,  and  has  also  held  the  office 
of  school  director  for  fifteen  years,  as  well  as 
trustee  of  his  township  for  twelve  years.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  No.  280,  at 
Kalida,  and  has  been  for  twenty-seven  years, 
but  is  not  identified  with  any  religious  organiza- 
tion, his  model  in  moral  ethics  being  simply 
“ Do  right."  In  1891  lie  was  a candidate  for 
nomination  for  count)  commissioner,  but  failed 
of  the  requisite  number  of  votes.  He  is  a very 
pleasant  gentleman,  is  exceedingly  popular, 


and  is  one  of  the  township’s  most  substantial 
citizens,  having  well  performed  his  part  in 
advancing  its  prosperity. 


ORACE  J.  SANDERS,  D.  D.  S.,  one 
of  the  well-known  residents  of  Colum- 
bus Grove,  Ohio,  and  the  leading 
dentist  of  the  place,  was  born  in  Al- 
bion, Erie  county,  Pa.,  October  13,  1855.  He 
is  a son  of  Horace.  H.  and  Fanny  (King) 
Sanders,  both  of  whom  are  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  Sanders  family  came 
originally  from  England,  coming  to  America 
during  the  Pilgrim  times,  there  being  three 
brothers  of  the  family.  They  settled  in  New 
England,  and  the  ancestors  from  whom  our 
subject  descends  drifted  into  New  York  state. 
The  grandfather  of  Dr.  Sanders  moved  to 
Pennsylvania  from  New  York,  settling  in  Erie 
county.  The  -Kings  moved  from  Rhode  Island 
to  New  York  and  thence  into  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  early  settlers  in  Erie  county.  They 
were  of  English-Irish  descent.  The  father  of 
Dr.  Sanders  was  a mason  by  trade.  His  death 
occurred  when  the  doctor  was  rive  weeks  old. 
There  were  three  children  born  to  the  parents, 
one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
The  widow,  though  in  poor  circumstances, 
kept  her  children  together,  and  gave  them  all 
academic  educations.  She  now  makes  her 
home  in  the  old  home  place  in  Albion,  Pa., 
where  the  doctor  was  born.  The  other  sur- 
viving child  is  Mrs.  Daphua  H.  Van  Riper,  of 
Albion. 

At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  Dr.  San- 
ders became  a wage  earner  by  going  to  work 
in  a factory,  where  he  worked  during  the  sum- 
mers and  attended  school  during  the  winters 
for  about  eight  years,  during  which  period  he 
took  a winter’s  course  at  a commercial  college 
at  Meadvillc,  Pa.  When  in  1 1 is  twenty-second 
year  lie  decided  to  take  up  the  dental  profes- 
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sion,  and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  C.  H.  Har- 
vey, at  Erie,  Pa.,  as  a student,  with  whom  he 
remained  a year  and  a half.  He  then  entered 
a dental  college,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
i 88 1.  The  same  year  he  graduated  he  began 
practice  at  Liberty  Center,  Henry  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  profession  for 
about  eighteen  months,  and  then  left  that  place 
and  spent  a few  months  in  the  far  wrest.  Re- 
turning to  his  old  home  from  his  western  trip, 
he  made  a visit,  and  on  the  1 6th  day  of  May, 
1XS3,  he  came  to  Columbus  Grove,  where  he 
has  since  remained.  At  that  time  there  was 
no  dentist  in  this  place  and  the  doctor  soon 
established  a good  business,  which  has  con- 
tinued to  increase  from  year  to  year,  and  has 
long  been  the  leading  dentist  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Sanders  was  married  on  December  23, 
18X6,  to  Amelia  B.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1855,  and  w'as 
the  daughter  of  John  H.  Johnson.  She  was  a 
woman  of  excellent  attainments  and  of  fine  edu- 
cation. When  thirteen  years  of  age  she  began 
teaching  school,  in  the  public  schools  at  I'ind- 
1 a y , Blufton  and  Columbus  Grove.  Her  death 
occurred  May  20,  1895,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Her  father  died  Decem- 
ber 19,  1894,  and  her  mother  in  April,  1893. 
Dr.  Sanders  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  owns  his  residence  and  office  prop- 
erty on  High  street,  Columbus  Grove. 


JRAM  SARBER,  retired  farmer  of 
Kalida,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
native  of  Eranklin  county,  this  state, 
was  born  August  23,  1817,  and  is  a 
son  of  Adam  and  Catherine  (Enslen)  Sarber. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  An- 
drew Sarber,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  it  is 
supposed  in  Luzerne  county',  and  was  of  Ger- 
man parentage.  IE  was  .1  patriot  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary w ar,  and  served  four  years  as  a pri- 


vate— three  years  as  body  guard  to  Washing- 
ton; was  a farmer  and  w'eaver,  and  for  some 
time  resided  near  Philadelphia,  but  met  his 
death  in  Luzerne  county  by  the  accidental  fall- 
ing of  a rock.  He  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
Adam,  the  father  of  Hiram,  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  was  there 
married,  and  about  1812  came  to  Ohio  and 
purchased  a farm  in  Eranklin  county,  which 
he  cleared  up  from  the  forest  and  resided  on 
until  1833,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  purchased  133  acres  in  Union  township, 
which  he  also  cleared  up  from  the  wilderness, 
but  subsequently  became  an  extensive  buyer 
and  seller  of  farming  lands  throughout  the 
county.  To  his  marriage  with  Miss  Enslen 
were  born  nine  children,  viz:  Sarah  (Mis 

Clevenger),  deceased,  and  Abraham,  who 
married  a Miss  Hindren,  but  is  now  deceased; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Clevenger;  George, 
married  to  Miss  Andrakes;  Christian,  married 
Miss  Lee;  John,  married  Miss  Erman-  these 
three  sons,  all  deceased;  Hiram,  our  subject; 
Lucinda  (Mrs.  Rimer),  deceased,  and  \\  illiam, 
deceased,  who  married  Miss  Fresh.  Politic- 
ally, Mr.  Sarber  w'as  a democrat  am!  filled 
most  of  the  minor  offices  of  Union  township; 
in  religion  he  was  a Presbyterian,  and  died  in 
that  faith. 

Hiram  Sarber,  our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  PYanklin  county, 
Ohio,  came  to  Putnam  county  with  his  father, 
and  later  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  From 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  he  moved  to  Kosciusko 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  carpentering 
and  milling  for  ten  years;  he  then  returned  to 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead and  cultivated  it  for  thirty  years,  and 
then  retired  to  Kalida,  where  he  is  now  passing 
the  remainder  of  his  years  in  peace,  plenty  and 
comfort — the  reward  of  his  wars  ut  indus- 
trious toil  The  marriage  ot  Mr.  Sarber  took 
place  in  1842,  with  Miss  Susan  |enk,  (laughter 
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of  Abraham  Jcnk,  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  ami  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eight  children,  viz:  Mary  K.,  wife  of  Thomas 

Scott;  Rebecca  E.  (Mrs.  Vail);  Iva  B.  (Mrs. 
Ambler);  Abraham  F.  (married  to  a Miss  Jef- 
frey); John  A.  (married  to  Miss  Ciaypool); 
Sarah  1.,  deceased  wife  of  William  Budd; 
Hiram  ].  (married  to  Miss  Gochenhour),  and 
Ella  M.,  wife  of  Abraham  Jenkins.  In  his 
politics,  Mr.  Sarber  is  an  ardent  populist.  He 
was  vers  popular  with  his  fellow-citizens  of 
Union  township,  and  for  many  years  served 
them  as  township  trustee.  In  religion  he  is 
a devoted  Presbyterian,  and  has  long  served 
as  an  elder  in  that  church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  has  always  contributed  freely  of  his 
means.  As  a resident  of  Kalida,  he  stands 
among  the  foremost  of  its  citizens,  and  is  uni- 
versally respected  as  an  upright  man  and  as  a 
useful  and  desirable  member  of  the  community. 

The  family  history  of  Pliram  Sarber,  our 
subject,  having  been  related  in  full,  an  inci- 
dent in  his  pioneer  experience  in  Putnam 
county  may  here  be  reverted  to  with  propriety. 
When  he  came  here,  in  1833,  there  were  very 
few  settlers,  but  numerous  Indians,  and  the 
forest  was  filled  with  bears,  wolves,  deer  and 
small  game,  and  several  times  as  many  as 
three  bears  were  found  in  one  tree,  where  they 
had  made  their  home  for  the  winter.  The 
boys  of  the  family  had  many  exciting  ex- 
periences with  these  wild  animals,  and  often, 
indeed,  narrowly  escaped  becoming  their  prey, 
instead  of  the  reverse.  The  eldest  son,  Abra- 
ham, having  decided  to  remove  to  Illinois,  ! 
sold  his  land  and  employed  our  subject,  Hi- 
ram, then  aged  nineteen  years,  and  his  brother 
John,  aged  twenty-one,  to  drive  his  team  and 
goods  by  the  way  of  Fort  Wayne,  Inch,  while 
Abraham  and  his  family  went  via  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  Indianapolis,  Inch  Hiram  and  his 
brother,  knowing  nothing  about  the  country 
west  of  their  home,  drove  along  until  four  1 


miles  from  Van  Wert,  when  thev  found  they 
had  reached  the  end  of  the  road  and  had 
twenty-two  miles  yet  to  travel  through  dense 
forests  with  no  roads.  There  w as  an  Indian 
trace,  how'ever,  and  the  brothers,  rather  than 
turn  back,  ventured  in  this  trace  with  their 
two  yoke  of  cattle,  and  consumed  four  days  in 
making  this  stretch  of  twenty-two  miles,  before 
reaching  another  road.  The  entire  distance 
from  home  to  their  destination  was  225  miles, 
and  the  time  required  to  cover  it  was  twenty- 
two  days.  Returning,  the  tu'o  brothers  started 
on  foot,  passed  up  along  the  Iroquois  river 
until  they  reached  what  was  called  the  “cut- 
off,” then  crossed  the  Monon  river  and  found 
that  the  road  ran  down  stream;  but  they 
wanted  to  reach  the  Tippecanoe  river,  and 
luckily  struck  some  fresh  wagon  tracks,  which 
they  followed,  and  eventually  reached  the 
Tippecanoe,  and  thence  followed  Indian  trails 
until  they  reached  Ohio  and  their  home  in  the 
fall  of  1836,  from  which  time  forward  the)' 
lived  on  the  home  place  until  respectively 
married. 


W.  SCHMITSCHULTE,  the  effi- 
cient clerk  of  the  the  Putnam  county- 
courts,  is  a native  of  Germany,  born 
in  the  province  of  Westphalia,  Jan- 
uary 14,  1848,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Wilken)  Schmitschulte.  The  subject’s  mother 
died  in  1848,  when  he  was  but  eleven  weeks 
old,  and  the  father's  death  occurred  in  his 
native  land,  in  April,  1851.  By  occupation 
Joseph  Schmitschulte  was  a farmer,  and  by  a 
previous  marriage  had  one  child,  Joseph 
Schmitschulte,  w ho  still  resides  in  the  province 
of  Westphalia. 

II.  \V.  Schmitschulte  was  the  only  child 
of  his  parents,  and  after  his  father’s  death,  in 
1851,  made  his  home  with  an  aunt,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  some  years.  lie  was  edu- 
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cated  in  the  common-schools  of  his  native 
country,  also  attended  the  high  school  for 
some  time,  and  at  the  age  of  about  thirteen 
began  life  for  himself  as  clerk  in  a dry -goods 
house,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  until 
coming  to  America,  in  May,  1866.  On  reach- 
ing the  United  States  he  proceeded  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  where  he  spent  fifteen  months  in 
the  grocery  store  of  his  uncle,  Henry  Wilken, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  where,  for  one  year,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Glandorf  woolen  mills.  The 
following  spring  he  accepted  a situation  with 
Frease  & Raff,  as  clerk  in  their  dry-goods 
house,  and  after  remaining  with  the  firm  a 
little  over  one  year,  took  a similar  position 
with  the  firm  of  J.  Frease  & Co.,  in  the  city 
of  Napoleon.  He  continued  the  capacity  of 
salesman  in  that  place  until  February,  1870, 
when  he  returned  to  Ottawa,  and  in  the  ensu- 
ing April  embarked  in  the  grocery  trade, 
which  he  carried  on  with  a reasonable  degree 
of  success  for  a period  of  two  years,  disposing 
of  his  stock  in  1872.  For  some  time  there- 
after Mr.  Schimtschulte  clerked  for  Messrs. 
Bressler  & Cole,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
the  clothing  business  at  Leipsic,  where  he 
remained  until  1875,  selling  out  at  that  time, 
returning  to  Ottawa,  and  again  engaging  as  a 
salsman  in  various  mercantile  establishments. 

In  1880,  Mr  Schmitschulte  accepted  a 
position  as  deputy  clerk  with  J.  J.  Zeller, 
clerk  of  Putnam  county,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  the  expiration  of  that  gentle- 
man's term  of  service  in  August,  1885,  at 
which  time  he  became  deputy  under  R.  J. 
Spelinan,  and  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
office  until  the  death  of  the  clerk  in  Novem- 
ber, 1877,  when  Mr.  Schmitschulte  was 
appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term.  So 
ably  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  the  position 
that,  m 1888,  he  was  elected  to  the  office, 
was  re-elected  in  1891,  and  served  until  the 


expiration  of  his  term  in  August,  1895.  When 
elected  clerk,  Mr.  Schmitschulte  defeated  his 
competitor  by  a majority  of  1,753  votes,  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  any  one  man  in  the 
county,  a fact  which  speaks  eloquently  for  his 
popularity  with  the  masses  of  the  people. 
That  he  has  been  a capable,  painstaking,  and 
popular  official  goes  without  saying,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  county  of  Putnam  has 
ever  had  a more  gentlemanly  and  efficient 
public  servant.  He  is  public  spirited,  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
and  is  a typical  representative  of  that  large 
class  of  Germans  who  become  our  best  citizens. 

Mr.  Schmitschulte  was  married  May  17, 
1870,  to  Mary  Recker,  daughter  of  H.  H. 
Recker.  The  following  are  the  names  of  their 
children:  Elizabeth  M.,  deputy  county  clerk; 
Herman  J. , also  a clerk  in  his  father's  office; 
Clara  K.  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmit- 
schulte are  members  of  the  Catholic  church, 
and  they  moved  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
Ottawa. . 


ACOB  RIMER,  a pioneer  of  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  was 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  January 
29,  1815,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Cather- 
ine Rimer.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Pa.,  and  of  German  descent, 
the  mother  being  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Van- 
dermark,  and,  at  the  date  of  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Rimer,  a widow,  bearing  the  name  of 
Carey.  They  were  wedded  in  the  Keystone 
state  and  came  to  Ohio  about  the  close  of  the 
war  of  1812,  located  at  first  in  Fairfield  county, 
moved  thence  to  Franklin  county,  and  in  1832 
came  to  Putnam  county,  where  the  father* 
who  was  a farmer,  died  in  1857,  his  widow 
surviving  until  1875,  when  she  passed  away  at 
about  ninety  years  of  age,  both  being  members 
of  the  Primitive  Bapl ist  church.  Then  family 
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consisted  of  five  children,  viz:  Elizabeth, 

married  to  Jacob  Clevenger,  who  came  to  Put- 
nam county  in  1830;  Jacob,  our  subject;  Jere- 
miah, farmer  and  ex-county  infirmary  director, 
who  died  in  February,  1894;  Daniel,  who  re- 
sides near  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  and  Parme- 
lia,  widow  of  Samuel  Hoffman,  who  died  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  army. 

Jacob  Rimer,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  reared  to  farming  and  was  chiefly 
self-educated.  When  quite  a lad,  however, 
he  worked  for  his  father  on  the  Lake  Erie  & 
Ohio  canal,  the  first  built  in  Ohio,  and  saw  the 
first  boat  pass  through.  When  the  family 
first  came  to  Putnam  county  they  stopped  with 
the  Clevengers,  until  they  could,  erect  a cabin, 
then  moved  upon  their  own  land.  Jacob  here 
assisted  his  father  in  clearing  up  and  cultivat- 
ing the  farm  until  his  own  marriage,  in  March. 
1838,  with  Elizabeth  Rhodes,  who  was  born 
in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  jn  1816,  a daughter 
of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Huffman)  Rhodes, 
both  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  descent, 
and  who  came  to  Ohio  before  Columbus  was 
made  the  capital  of  the  state.  They  settled 
first  in  Franklin  county,  and  in  1831  came  to 
Putnam  county  when  there  were  but  three  or 
four  cabins  in  Lima.  One  of  these  was  a 
hewn-log  house,  with  punchoen  floors,  built 
for  hotel  purposes  by  a Mr.  Mitchell,  and  here 
Mr.  Rhodes  passed  a night;  the  next  day  he 
made  his  way  through  the  woods  and  reached 
the  present  site  of  Vaughnsville,  where  he  en- 
tered considerable  land  and  built  the  first  mill 
on  Hog  creek. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rimer  settled  on 
eighty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  his  wife  in 
the  woods  and  put  up  a cabin;  he  owned  a colt 
and  his  wife  owned  another;  he  owned  a young 
cow  and  his  wife  also  owned  a cow,  and  with 
this  stock  they  started  in  life  together,  but 
they  are  now  among  the  wealthiest  residents  of 
the  county  . His  cabin  was  erected  where  his 


splendid  residence  now  stands,  and  on  this 
spot  he  has  lived  ever  since.  At  one  time  Mr. 
Rimer  entered  some  lands  in  Union  township, 
but  these  he  later  sold  and  added  to  his  home- 
stead until  he  owned  320  acres,  of  which  he 
has  cleared  all  but  forty  acres  and  placed  in  a 
state  of  cultivation  unexcelled  by  that  of  any 
farm  in  the  county,  and  improved  in  a man- 
ner hardly  equaled.  These  premises  are  three 
miles  west  of  Vaughnsville,  nine  miles  from 
Delphos,  and  twelve  miles  from  Lima,  and 
here  Mr.  Rimer  has  accumulated  a competency 
through  his  skill  as  a farmer  and  as  breeder 
and  dealer  in  live  stock,  of  which  he  has  al- 
ways kept  the  choicest  varieties. 

When  Mr.  Rimer  made  his  settlement  here 
the  county  had  not  yet  been  organized.  The 
first  county  court  was  held  at  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Sarber,  near  the  present  town  of  Kalida, 
and  the  presiding  judge  (Holt)  had  his  seat  on 
the  side  of  a bed.  This  judge  then  had  the 
power  of  appointing  the  commissioners  and 
other  county  officers,  and  as  one  of  the  town 
proprietors  granted  to  Mr.  Saber  the  contract 
for  laying  out  Kalida,  in  the  task  of  clearing 
away  the  brush,  etc..,  Mr.  Rimer  was  employed 
as  an  assistant — the  next  legislature  approving 
all  the  acts  of  the  judge  and  his  court,  and 
ordering  the  coming  election  in  this  wilderness. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  subject  has  seen 
the  county  grow  from  its  incipiency'  to  its  pres- 
ent prosperous  proportions.  After  his  own 
prosperity  began  to  assume  form,  he  was  for 
some  years  compelled  to  go  to  Piqua  for 
milling  purposes  and  to  haul  his  surplus  wheat 
to  Fremont,  where  he  disposed  of  it  at  sixty- 
eight  cents  per  bushel. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rimer 
were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
rear  familes  of  their  own  and  to  aid  in  carry- 
ing out  the  enterprises  of  their  father,  who  was 
ever  ready  to  assist  newcomers  with  grain  or 
meal,  and  would  divide  his  last  bushel  in  times 
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of  extreme  scarcity  without  extra  charge.  This 
philanthropic  gentleman  died  in  March,  1839, 
and  in  1840  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  his 
faithful  helpmate.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rimer  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  of 
whom  one  died  unnamed  in  infancy;  George 
\Y.  died  in  hospital  while  in  the  service  of 
his  country  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion; 
Daniel  P.  is  prominent  as  a farmer  and  is  the 
founder  of  the  town  of  Rimer;  Elizabeth  f.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Beamand,  a thriving  farmer; 
James  \Y.  is  a civil  engineer  of  note  at  Van 
W ert  and  has  twice  represented  his  county  in 
the  state  legislature;  Mary  J.  is  married  to 
Benjamin  Clevenger;  Eleazer  is  managing  the 
home  farm;  Lewis  H.  is  a merchant  and  post- 
master at  Rimer;  Francis  M.  is  engaged  in 
farming.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
to  rest  December  25,  1894,  a devout  member 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church.  The  father 
has  always  been  democratic  in  his  politics,  but 
has  never  sought  public  office,  although  he  has 
served  his  tellow-citizenS  as  township  trustee 
and  has  tilled  several  minor  offices  from  a 
sense  of  public  duty.  He  also  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church, 
which  lie  freely  aids  with  his  means,  and  whose 
teachings  find  in  him  a truly  worthy  exemplar. 
The  Rimer  family  and  all  their  connections 
have  ever  been  among  the  foremost  in  promot- 
ing the  prosperity  and  in  bettering  the  interests 
of  the  township  and  county,  and  certainly  no 
family  is  more  highly  respected. 


BRANK  SCHIMMOLER,  a prominent, 
well  known  and  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  the  son  of  Francis 
and  Mar)  Catrina  (Richtman)  Schimmolcr, 
and  was  born  in  Glandorf,  Putnam  county, 
October  11,  1836.  the  father  was  a native 


of  Germany,  was  born  in  Osnabruck,  Hanover, 
in  the  year  1783,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer 
and  educated  in  the  excellent  schools  of 
German)'. 

In  the  year  of  1833  Francis  Schimmoler 
came  to  Glandorf  and  entered  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  government  land,  on  which  he  settled, 
cleared  in  part  and  made  his  home.  Mary 
Catrina  Richtman  was  also  born  in  German) 
about  the  year  1815.  When  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  twenly  years  of  age  she  came  to 
America  with  a neighbor’s  family,  her  parents 
being  dead,  and  in  a few'  months  alter  her 
coming  was  married  to  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  had  paid  her  passage  to  the  United 
States.  Seven  children  blessed  this  union, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Frank,  th<  eldest, 
of  whom  this  sketch  largely  concerns;  Delia, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  John  Henry, 
a farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Lizzie,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  William,  of  Jen- 
nings township ; Lewis,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
August,  who  died  in  childhood.  In  the  year 
1839  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Jack 
son  township,  where  they  at  first  bought  forty- 
five  acres  of  land  and  afterward  added  eighty- 
two  acres  more,  and  then  later  entered  105 
acres,  and  still  later  took  up  sixty-six  acres 
more,  on  which  Frank,  our  subject,  now  lives. 
He  was  a man  of  more  than  ordinal)  ability 
and  hard-working,  good-managing,  thrift)  and 
ambitious.  He  gave  efficient  aid  to  many  of 
his  country  people  in  securing  them  good 
homes  in  the  new  world,  and  was  a man 
wddely  known  and  greatly  respected,  lie  was 
.a  consistent  communicant  of  the  t atholic 
church,  and  in  politics  a democrat.  He  died 
of  cholera,  deeply  lamented,  September  5, 
1855,  the  mother’s  death  having  occurred  Jan- 
uary 30,  1850. 

Frank  Scliimm  .ui.  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, was  reared  m the  count)  and  * cowed 
the  limited  education  at  that  time  afforded  the 
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children  of  early  settlers,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  worked  in  a saw-mill  and  grist- 
mill at  Fort  Jennings  for  a space  of  four  years. 
November  3,  1859,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mar)'  Elizabeth  Gerking,  the  daughter  of 
Arnold  and  Agnes  (Yon  Lehrnden)  Gerking,  and 
this  union  was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Fer- 
dinand, born  August  29,  i860,  now  a farmer 
in  Jennings  township;  Marv  A.,  born  July  2, 
1862,  the  wife  of  M.  Holtgrivy,  of  Delphos; 
Frank  H.,  born  February  19,  1864,  a farmer 
of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  William,  born 
January  1 9 1866,  of  the  same  occupation  and 
place  of  residence;  Bernadina,  born  August  3, 
i 868,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hohenbrink,  of  Hoi- 
gate;  Lizzie,  born  August  12,  1870,  the  wife  of 
George  phscher,  a farmer  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  Lewis,  born  September  2,  1872,  a farmer 
at  home;  Rosa  Elizabeth,  born  August  29, 
1874;  Annie,  born  March  25,  1876,  and  Au- 
gust II.,  born  June  22,  187S.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  February  4, 
1837,  and  when  three  months  old  her  parents 
came  to  Fort  Jennings,  where  her  father,  Ar- 
nold Gerking,  died  in  1838,  and  for  eight  years 
she  lived  with  her  uncle,  A.  Von  Lelnnden, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  her  mother 
again  married,  and  she  returned  home.  Mrs. 
Schimmoler’s  mother  died  March  9,  1878. 
Alter  his  marriage  our  subject  began  life  on  an 
entirely  new  farm,  which  he  cleared  and  put 
under  cultivation,  and  on  which  he  now  lives, 
and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
homes  and  profitable  farms  of  the  township. 
He  is  a good  farmer  and  good  'manager,  and 
a good  neighbor  and  good  citizen.  He  has 
Idled  with  ability  the  office  of  school  director 
for  five  years,  and  has  served  as  road  super- 
visor for  a number  of  terms.  Politically  he  is 
a representative  democrat,  and  holds  in  con- 
scientious respect  the  dogmas  of  the  party,  and 
in  religion  is  a Galholic,  being  a communicant 
of  the  hort  lennings  church.  Mr.  Schimino- 


ler  is  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  county 
and  a man  of  genial  worth  and  character, 
whose  deeds  speak  louder  than  his  words. 


ERNARD  H.  SCHLAGBAUM,  a suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Monterey  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  February  26,  1849.  His 
father,  George  Schlagbaum,  was  born  in  the 
j village  of  Ibbenburen,  Prussia,  May  5,  1820, 

| on  his  father’s  farm.  George  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1843,  and  for  a year  worked  in  the  coal 
mines  near  Wheeling,  West  Va. , and  then 
went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  went  to  work  in 
1 the  Enquirer  office  at  the  old-fashioned  hand 
press.  He  married,  in  that  city,  May  14,  1848, 
j Miss  Dora  Hide,  who  was  born  in  the  village  of 
j Boumte,  Hanover,  Germany,  October  14,  1829, 
a daughter  of  William  Hille.  Miss  Hille,  with 
! some  acquaintances,  came  to  America  at  the 
! age  of  sixteen  years,  later  was  married  to  Mr. 
j Schlagbaum  and  became  the  mother  of  ten 
j children,  born  in  the  following  order : Bernard 

! H.,  our  subject;  Henry,  born  Januarv  27, 
1852,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
Louis,  born  August  24,  1855;  Mary,  born  Oc- 
j tober  4,  1857;  John,  born  September  12, 

1856  William,  born  July  17,  1893;  Anna,  born 
September  26,  1866;  Elizabeth)  born  June  17, 
1869;  and  two  others  that  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Schlagbaum  lived  in  Cincinnati  three  years 
after  his  marriage,  and  in  1851  moved  to 
Delphos,  Ohio;  in  1853  he  removed  to  Otto- 
ville  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  east  of  town,  which  farm 
our  subject  now  owns.  A log  house  in  the 
woods  had  already  been  built,  and  here  Mr. 
Schlagbaum,  assisted  by  his  sons  as  they  grew 
old  enough,  cleared  off  the  timber  from  his 
j land  and  made  a superior  farm,  on  which  he 
I died  October  28,  1886,  at  the  age  of  about 
I si.xty-six  years  and  six  months.  He  was  a 
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true  Catholic  and  aided  in  the  building  of  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  in  Ottoville, 
and  subsequently  in  the  construction  of  the 
present  magnificient  structure  dedicated  to 
Saint  Mary.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat, 
was  always  a popular,  public-spirited  man,  and 
died  an  honored  citizen,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Bernard  H.  Schlagbaum  was  about  three 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  Putnam  county 
by  his  parents.  He  was  placed  at  farm  work 
as  soon  as  old  enough  to  pick  bark,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  as  an  agriculturist.  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1874,  at  Ottoville,  he  was  married 
by  Father  Mueller  to  Mrs.  Clara  Anna  Helrn- 
kamp,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 

| uly  24,  1846,  anti  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Grave.  She  was  first  married  at  Uelphos, 
Ohio,  June  6,  1866,  to  Bernard  Helmkamp, 
to  whom  she  bore  two  children,  viz:  Annie, 

born  September  24,  1867,  and  Frederick,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1870.  Mr.  Helmkamp  was  a carpen- 
ter by  trade  and  also  the  owner  of  fifty-three 
acres  of  land,  on  which  our  subject  now  lives 
and  owns.  Mrs.  Schlagbaum  is  a daughter  of 
Ferdinand  and  Mary  C.  Grave,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  was  a 
shoemaker,  was  there  married  to  Mary  A. 
Moenter,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
three  children,  viz:  Henry,  Christian  and 

Clara  Anna  (Mrs.  Schlagbaum).  By  a pre- 
vious marriage  he  was  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  and  Elizabeth,  and  at  his  death  the 
entire  family  came  to  America  and  settled  at 
Uelphos,  Ohio,  in  October,  1853. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  H.  Schlagbaum,  for 
a few  years  after  marriage,  lived  on  the  old 
Schlagbaum  farm  until  1880,  when  they  moved 
to  their  present  home,  the  old  Helmkamp 
place.  All  of  this  place  our  subject  has 
cleared  from  the  woods,  with  the  exception  of 
twenty  acres,  has  drained  the  land,  made  all 
the  improvements,  has  built  a tasteful  resi- 


dence and  made  a comfortable  home.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schlagbaum  have  been  born  five 
children,  as  follows:  Maria  Dora,  November 

6,  1874;  Louis  E.,  August  8,  1878;  Mary,  No- 
vember 26,  1880;  Joseph  H.,  June  21,  1883, 
and  Mary  Rosa,  December  15,  1886.  The 

family  is  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schlagbaum  have  contributed  liberally  to 
Saint  Mary’s  church  of  Ottoville,  which  stately 
structure,  like  all  other  persons  of  means  in 
the  country  round  about,  he  materially  assisted 
to  erect.  In  politics  Mr.  Schlagbaum  is  a 
democrat.  He  is  a practical  farmer  and  is 
respected  wherever  known  as  an  honest  man 
and  one  who  has  done  much  to  advance  the 
material  interests  of  Monterey  township  and 
Putnam  county,  of  which  he  has  been  a resi- 
dent over  forty-four  years. 


ILLIAM  SCHLAGBAUM,  a rising 
n a I young  farmer  of  Monterey  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a son  of 
George  and  Dora  (Hille)  Schlag- 
baum, was  born  July  1 7,  1803,  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  Monterey  township,  on  which 
he  still  lives  and  now  owns.  He  received  a 
very  fair  common-school  education,  and  was 
reared  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  exclusively 
as  a vocation,  and  in  this  has  become  thor- 
oughly practical.  His  birthplace  contains 
eighty  acres,  is  well  drained  and  is  cultivated 
in  a most  skillful  and  superior  manner,  and  few 
farms  of  its  size  in  the  county  can  surpass  it  in 
appearance  or  fertility.  Besides  his  eighty- 
acre  tract  he  owns  twenty-four  acres  adjoining, 
the  reward  of  his  own  industry — and  the  whole 
constitute  a beautiful  homestead.  His  father 
passed  much  of  his  later  life  in  Ottoville,  and 
our  subject,  since  eighteen  years  of  age,  has 
had  charge  of  the  homestead,  and  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  the  clearing  himself,  and  has 
taken  much  pains  to  do  it  well.  Although  yet 
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a young  man  he  has  manifested  much  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  as  a democrat  he  has  al- 
ready held  the  office  of  township  clerk,  as 
well  as  that  of  road  supervisor,  he  being  greatly 
in  favor  of  good  roads. 

May  21,  1895,  William  Schlagbaum  was 
most  happily  united  in  matrimony,  at  Otto- 
ville,  with  Miss  Louisa  Kehres,  who  was  born 
September  28,  1874,  on  her  father’s  farm  in 
Monterey  township.  She  is  a daughter  of 
August  and  Louisa  (Marks)  Kehres,  of  which 
highly  respected  family  a biography  is  given 
on  another  page,  to  which  the  reader  of  this 
sketch  is  respectfully  referred,  as  well  as  to 
the  sketch  of  Bernard  H.  Schlagbaum,  which  | 
appears  above.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlagbaum 
both  come  of  sturdy  German  pioneer  families, 
who  did  so  much  to  redeem  the  land  of  Mon- 
terey township  from  the  wilderness,  build  up 
its  villages,  construct  its  roads  and  lay  out  and 
cultivate  its  farms,  and  to  bring  it  to  its  present 
high  state  of  prosperity,  beauty  and  cultiva- 
tion. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  strict  ad- 
herents of  the  church  of  their  forefathers  and 
worship  at  Saint  Mary’s,  in  Ottoville,  which 
costly  edifice  their  parents  aided  in  erecting, 
partly  by  their  labor  and  partly  by  their  means. 
The  young  couple  enjoy  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them,  and  they  well  deserve  the  respect 
of  the  social  circle  they  so  well  adorn. 


a H ARLES  SCHRODER,  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  German  settlers  of 
Grcensburg  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  also  one  of  its  most  pros- 
perous and  influental  farmers,  was  born  De- 
cember 23,  1827.  His  parents  were  Nicholas 
and  Mary  (Trarne)  Schroder,  the  father  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  fatherland  in  1792,  and  re- 
ceived a fair  education  and  learned  the  trade 
of  making  wooden  shoes,  although  the  days  of  ! 
his  childhood  and  early  manhood  were  spent  , 


on  a farm.  To  his  marriage  with  Mary  Trame 
ten  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Germany  except  the  youngest.  Three  of 
these  children  are  still  living,  Charles,  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch;  Clara,  the  wife  of  Fred 
Hoffman,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  William 
Wooster.  After  their  marriage  the  ambitious 
young  couple  lived  on  a rented  farm  in  Ger- 
many until  1833,  when  they,  with  their  chil- 
dren, came  to  America  to  join  the  colony  of 
Father  Horstmann.  They  came  direct  to  this 
township,  and  for  three  weeks  lived  in  a camp 
in  the  woods,  but  by  hard  work  the  husband, 
in  that  time  succeeded  in  getting  a log  house 
built  to  move  his  family  into.  He  entered 
eighty  acres  of  government  land  and  soon  after- 
ward purchased  forty  acres  more;  from  this  he 
cleared  the  heavy  timber  and  dug  and  burned 
out  the  stumps,  and  soon  had  it  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  At  different  times  he 
added  other  purchases  and  built  good  farm 
buildings.  His  wife  died  in  1872,  and  he  fol- 
lowed her  in  1875,  and  both  were  early  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Glandorf  Catholic 
church.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat. 

Charles  Schroder,  our  subject,  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  when  he  was  but  six 
years  old,  and  received  a fair  education  in  the 
German  language  in  a little  log  school-house 
not  far  from  his  new  home.  His  childhood 
days  were  passed  happily  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  so  strong  became  the  tie  for  the  old  home- 
stead that  when  he  married  he  decided  to  re- 
main on  a part  of  it.  In  1850  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Agnes  Hohenbrink,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1826,  and  when  sixteen  years  old 
came  to  America  with  her  parents,  William 
and  Mary  (Grimes)  Hohenbrink.  the  former  of 
whom  fought  at  Waterloo  and  saw  Napoleon’s 
star  set  to  rise  no  more.  William  Hohenbrink 
lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  old,  dving  in  1 S83. 
The  mother  died  in  1853,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-eight  years. 
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After  their  marri^e  Mr.  Schroder  and  Ids 
wife  remained  on  the  old  homestead  of  the 
Schroders,  and  here  prospered.  Here  ten  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them:  Annie,  the  wife 
of  Barney  Sebemick,  of  Liberty  towmship; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  Myers,  of  the  same 
township;  Frank,  William,  John,  Fred,  and 
Audrey,  all  five  of  whom  are  living  in  Liberty 
township;  Clara,  deceased;  Henry,  farming  in 
Creensburg  township;  Ignatius,  farming  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  Therese,  the  wife  of  John 
Toby.  To  each  of  his  children  Mr.  Schroder 
gave  eight)'  acres  of  land,  which  cost  him 
$35,000.  On  his  own  farm  he  takes  great 
pride  in  raising  and  breeding  thoroughbred, 
short-horn  and  Holstein  cattle,  Oxforddown 
sheep,  and  Norman  horses,  and  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful  at  it.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Glandorf  Catholic  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a democrat.  To  his  family 
he  is  a kind  and  indulgent  father  and  his  neigh- 
bors he  is  ever  walling  to  help,  and  is  respected 
by  all.  Prosperity  has  attended  all  his  efforts 
and  he  has  used  wise!)'  that  with  which  he  has 
been  blessed. 


ALTAS  SCHIJRER,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers,  a progressive  citizen 
and  township  trustee  of  Monterey 
township,  Put  nan  county,  Ohio,  springs 
from  sturdy  stock.  His  father,  Adrain  Schurer, 
was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Weitengen,  was  a w'eaver,  and  married, 
in  his  native  village,  Annie  Derringer,  to  which 
union  were  born  four  children,  ol  whom  two 
died  in  infancy  unnamed,  one,  Francis,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  in  Ohio,  and  one, 
Baltas,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens 
this  paragraph. 

In  1853  Adrain  Schurer  came  to  America, 
remained  a year  in  Cincinnati,  and  then,  in 
1 8 54,  settled  on  forty  acres  of  land  m the  wild 


woods  of  Monterey  township,  Putnam  county, 
which  land  he  entered  in  the  land  office  at 
Defiance,  Ohio.  Here  he  cleared  up  a good 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  about  1X66, 
when  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres  now  occupied  by  his  son  Baltas,  our  sub- 
ject, and  the  tw'o  together  converted  this  prop- 
erty into  a delightful  home.  Later  the  father 
bought  a house  and  lot  in  Ottoville,  but  ended 
his  days  on  this  farm  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  He  was  a sincere  member 
of  the  Catholic  church,  and  had  aided  freely 
with  his  means  in  the  erection  of  the  Catholic 
edifice  at  Ottoville.  Mrs.  Annie  Schurer  died 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty -five  years,  also  in 
the  Catholic  faith.  The  Catholic  German  pio- 
neers did  a good  and  wonderful  work  when 
they  founded  Ottoville,  built  their  church,  laid 
out  their  good  roads,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Slutter  was 
one  of  the  most  active  among  them,  having  in 
the  early  days  been  known  to  carry  grist  on  his 
back  to  Delphos,  to  mill,  even  w hen  the  water 
in  the  roadways  would  reach  his  knees 

Baltas  Schurer  was  born  in  Germany,  May 
15,  1845,  attended  the  common  schools  until 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  later  attended 
the  pioneer  schools  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  homestead  in  the 
woods,  which  lie  ably  assisted  in  clearing  away, 
and  also  did  a vast  amount  of  other  work  in 
making  it  the  farm  that  it  afterward  became— 
one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  county,  and  im- 
proved in  the  most  substantial  manner,  includ- 
ing a fine  tw'o-story  brick  resilience.  I11  No- 
vember, 1868,  Mr.  Schurer  married  Mary 
Hankler,  daughter  of  Christopher  1 lankier, 
the  latter  a native  of  Switzerland,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Monterey  township,  and  the  father 
of  four  children,  viz:  Mary,  Sophia,  Kate  and 
Christopher.  The  death  of  the  father  took 
place,  in  pioneers  davs,  at  tin  age  of  forty  or 
fil tv  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schurer 
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settled  on  the  old  Schurer  homestead,  where 
there  have  been  born  to  them  nine  children — 
four  still  living  and  named:  Joseph,  Annie, 
Caroline,  John,  and  five  deceased.  In  politics 
Mr.  Schurer  is  a democrat,  and  he  is  a citizen 
who  has  the  full  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
people.  About  1882  he  was  elected  a town- 
ship trustee  of  Monterey  township,  served  three 
years,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in 
1892,  has  served  his  three  years,  and  has  been 
elected  to  serve  another  term  of  three  years. 
Mr.  Schurer  is  a thoroughly  practical  farmer. 
As  may  be  inferred,  lie  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Ottoville,  which  he  liberally  | 
aided  to  construct;  and  is  universally  recog-  j 
nized  as  a true  Christian  and  strictlv  honest  ! 
gentleman.  I 


ATTHIAS  SC  HU  LIEN,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Ottoville, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  member 
of  the  well-known  milling  firm  of 
Schulien  A Wannemacher,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Lossheim  Trier,  Prussia,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1842.  His  lather,  also  named  Mat- 
thias, was  a wagon-maker  and  was  married  to 
Mary  Petrv,  the  result  of  the  union  being  five 
children,  viz:  Matthias  (our  subject),  Cather- 

ine, Nicholas,  Barbara  and  Joseph,  all  born  in 
the  native  village  of  the  parents,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  youngest,  who  was  born  in  Otto- 
ville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  The  family  sailed 
from  Liverpool,  England,  in  June,  1852,  and 
thirty  days  later  landed  in  New  York,  whence  I 
they  came  directly  to  Ohio,  and  lor  six  years  1 
resided  in  Cincinnati,  or  until  March,  1858,  | 
when  they  crime  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
eight yr  acres  of  land  in  the  woods  west  of  Otto- 
ville, which  land  they  in  due  course  of  time 
.(inverted  into  a good  farm.  The  family  are  all 
levoted  Catholics,  and  contributed  liberally  j 
toward  tin  building  fund  of  the  present  hand-  ! 


some  Catholic  house  of  worship  in  Ottoville. 
The  father  lived  to  be  sixty-three  years  of  age 
and  died  a devout  Christian  and  worthy  citizen. 

Matthias  Schulien,  the  subject  of  this 
j sketch,  attended  the  excellent  primary  schools 
j of  his  native  land  until  ten  years  of  age,  when 
he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents.  In 
Cincinnati  he  began  his  business  life  as  an 
errand  boy  for  a furniture  firm,  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  shipping  clerk,  and  remained 
j with  the  firm  until  he  came,  at  the  age  of 
! sixteen,  to  Putnam  county  with  the  rest  of  the 
family.  For  two  years  he  assisted  his  father 
in  clearing  up  the  farm,  and  then  went  to  work 
on  the  canal  as  a carpenter,  aiding  to  build  locks 
for  three  years;  for  the  next  two  years  he  was 
employed  at  carpenter  work  in  Ottoville,  and 
then,  in  company  with  B.  Wannemacher,  his 
present  partner,  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  and 
lumber  business,  erecting  the  first  steam  mill 
in  the  town.  After  a successful  career  of  ten 
years  in  tins  trade,  the  firm  sold  out  and 
bought  their  present  tlouring-milL,  which  they 
remodeled  and  supplied  with  the  new  roller 
process  machinery,  now  turning  out  about 
eighty  barrels  of  superior  Hour  every  twenty- 
four  hours  and  shipping  it  chiefly  to  the  east. 

I11  politics  Mr.  Schulien  is  a democrat  and 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board 
nine  years,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  village  of 
Ottoville  for  three  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  town.  In  1890  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Sellet,  daughter  of  Morent  and 
Catherine  (Wolfe)  Sellet  who  came  from 
Alsace,  France,  about  the  year  1854,  and  lo- 
cated in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  about  six 
years  later  came  to  Monterey  township,  Put- 
nam county,  where  the  father,  a shoemaker, 
bought  forty  acres  ol  land  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  west  of  Ottoville,  and  settled  down  to 
farming,  making  a good  home,  and  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  a highly  respected 
citizen.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schulien 
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has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  Matilda 
and  Frank.  The  family  are  Catholic  in  re- 
ligion, as  were  there  forefathers,  and  their 
social  standing  is  with  the  best  people  of  Otto- 
ville  and  Monterey  township. 


OBERT  W.  ROBERTS,  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Sugar  Creek  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  was  born  April  21, 

1 8 4 7 . in  a cabin  thut  then  stood  within  eleven 
feet  of  the  site  of  his  present  modern  residence, 
and  is  a son  of  William  and  Partherna  Burch) 
Roberts.  The  father  was  a native  of  the  north 
of  Wales,  came  to  America  in  comparu  with  a 
brother,  Robert,  in  1832,  lived  with  him  on  a 
farm  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  until  1835,  and 
then  came  to  Putnam  county,  who"  each 
brother  entered  120  acres-  -240  acres  in  all — 
erected  a cabin  and  kept  bachelor’s  hall  until 
the  marriage  of  William  and  Miss  Burch,  a 
daughter  of  Sanford  Burch,  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, who  settled  in  Putnam  county  about 
1828,  but  some  years  later  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Indiana,  where  his  wife  died,  after 
which  event  he  returned  and  made  his  home 
with  William  Roberts  and  family  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  a Methodist 
in  religion  and  a republican  in  politics. 

William  Roberts  was  born  December  .27, 

1 807 . Alter  paying  for  his  land  he  had  fifty 
cents  left  in  cash,  but  he  struggled  manfully, 
became  a man  of  prominence  and  independ- 
ence, and  died  July  20,  1886,  having  lost  his 
wife  January  27,  1879.  To  William  and  his 
w'fc  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  one  died 
in  infancy,  two  died  of  scarlet-fever  while  still 
young  and  were  buried  in  one  grave  Sarah 
married  John  M.  Jones,  a farmer  of  Putnam 
county,  and  Robert  W.,  our  subject  is  the 
youngest. 

Robert  W Roberts  received  a ver\  lair  edu- 


cation in  the  common  school  of  his  district  id 
assisted  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  took  entire 
charge  of  the  place;  after  his  father’s  death  he 
became  owner  of  120  acres  of  the  home  place 
to  which  he  has  added  forty  acres  bv  purchase, 
and  of  the  total  he  has  about  130  acres  under 
a good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  himself 
done  much  of  the  clearing,  has  done  all  the 
ditching  and  tiling,  and  in  his  operations  em- 
ploys the  most  approved  machinery;  his  five 
stock  is  all  graded,  and  he  has  imported  South- 
down  and  Oxforddown  sheep,  their  fleeces 
weighing  eight  to  twenty  pounds  each.  rle 
and  his  son  make  a specialty  of  a sheep  farm 
two  and  a half  miles  noith  of  Vaughns  A, 
invariably  cairying  off  l!v  highest  awards  at 
the  county  fairs. 

The  marriage  of  Mr  Robert  took  place 
August  18,  1868,  with  M sc  Edna  M.  Ketch'  1, 
who  was  born  in  Chester'  rile,  Monow  county, 
Ohio,  March  12,  1849,  a daughter  of  John  L. 
and  Catherine  (Gunsaulus)  Ketchum.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  New  York  state,  1 ut 
of  New  England  stock,  who  came  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  in  1853;  here  the  father  se<il('d 
on  a farm,  which  he  cultivated  a number  of 
years  and  then  moved  to  Columbus  Grove, 
where  his  death  took  place  in  1880 — a leader 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  a 
most  enterprising  citizen.  He  was  the  father 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz:  Mary  J.,  Merritt  D.,  Edna  M.  and  . 'a. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children,  as  follows:  L,  u a, 
at  home;  William,  a traveling  salesman  of 
New  York  state;  John  L.,  attending  the  '"mo 
State  university;  Robert  A.,  at  home;  Walter 
A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Edna  1 . ; 
Heber  and  Catherine,  at  home.  The  mother 
of  these  children  is  a strict  member  of  he 
Methodist  Episcopal  chinch  and  b.is  certainly 
reared  her  offspring  in  " the  way  they  sRvld 
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go."  The  father  is  a republican  in  politics, 
is  a school  director,  has  served  as  township 
trustee,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
a justice  of  the  peace;  he  and  his  wife  and 
four  children  are  members  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  of  which  two  of  his  sons  have 
served  as  secretary.  He  has  served  as  county 
master  and  overseer  of  the  subordinate  grange, 
and  as  purchasing  committee  for  two  years. 

In  1893  our  subject,  who  had  been  made 
administrator  of  his  uncle  Robert’s  estate, 
made  a trip  to  Wales  and  distributed  the  lega- 
cies among  the  heirs,  remained  in  the  old 
country  two  months,  combining  pleasure  with 
his  business,  and  returned  much  improved  by 
the  trip.  With  Mr.  Lewis  Gander,  Mr.  Robbins 
was  the  originator  of  a township  picnic,  which 
is  annually  held  in  the  Roberts  grove,  and 
which  is  very  popular. 


ANIEL  A.  SHAFER,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Perry  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  the  son  of  John 
• and  Susan  (Dickey)  Shafer  (whose 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page),  was 
born  in  Paulding  county  August  16,  1852,  and 
was  given  an  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  His  boyhood  days  were 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm  until  twenty-three 
years  old,  when,  on  January  21,  1875,  he  mar- 
ried Barbara  E.  Prow' ant,  who  was  born  in 
Paulding  county  on  November  1,  1859,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Eyer)  Pro- 
want. (See  sketch  of  John  Prowant  on 
another  page.)  Her  mother  was  a native 
of  Canada,  and  had  seven  other  chil- 
dren, viz:  Jacob,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ar- 

minda,  also  dead;  David,  a farmer  of  Pauld- 
ing county;  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  Douglas 
Reynolds,  of  Monroe  county;  Emily,  wife  of 

Charles  Thrasher,  of  Paulding  county ; Samuel, 
20 


also  of  Paulding  county,  and  William,  resid- 
ing in  Kansas. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Shafer  lived  for 
three  years  on  a farm  in  Paulding  county,  and 
then  moved  to  Putnam  county,  but  only 
remained  there  a few  months,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Paulding  county.  In  1880  he  again 
moved  to  Putnam  county,  where  he  has  since 
lived,  a part  of  the  time  on  rented  land.  He 
now  cultivates  a farm  which  was  all  woodland 
when  he  moved  on  it  in  1890,  when  the  out- 
look was  very  discouraging,  but  with  indomit- 
able courage  he  set  to  work  clearing,  and  in 
time  he  had  converted  the  recent  forest  into  a 
fine  farm,  on  which  he  annually  raises  good 
crops  and  keeps  in  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation He  is  industrious  and  economical,  and 
is  respected  and  honored  by  all.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  democrat.  11  is  family’  consists 
of  seven  children:  Alfred  F.,  born  November 

13,  1875;  Levi  and  Eli,  twins,  who  were  born 
in  February,  1877,  and  died  while  quite  youip 
Alvie  E.,  born  May  29,  1879;  Florence,  who 
died  when  two  and  a half  years  old;  Samuel 
I,  who  was  born  December  15,  1 886,  and 
Frank  R.,  born  September  26,  1889.  In  the 
kindness  of  their  hearts  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Shafer 
adopted  a daughter,  Zelma  Prowant,  who  was 
born  February  16,  1892. 

John  Shafer,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Ellen 
(Jenkins)  Shafer,  and  father  of  David  A.  Shafer, 
was  reared  a farmer  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio.  September  20, 
1842,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Dickey,  who  was 
born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  in  1818,  a 
daughter  pi  John  and  Mary  (Deats)  Dickey, 
who  were  natives  of  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  of 
German  descent,  and  who,  at  the  close  of  t!u 
war  of  1812,  settled  in  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Dickey  died  in  1847,  and  In-, 
wife  in  1874.  After  his  marriage  John  Shafer 
moved  to  a rented  farm  in  Allen  county,  Oln  > 
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where  he  lived  until  1845,  in  which  year  he 
brought  his  young  family  to  Putnam  count)', 
lived  on  a farm  three  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased his  present  home,  which  he  has  wrought 
out  from  a forest  and  converted  into  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  his  township.  There  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  Shafer  and  wife  seven  chil- 
dren, in  the  following  order:  John  F.,  Wil- 

hehnina  (deceased),  William  H.,  Daniel  A.  (of 
the  latter  of  whom  further  mention  is  made 
above),  Mary  E.  and  Susan  A.,  both  deceased, 
and  Eli,  of  Paulding  county.  The  mother  of 
this  family  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Dunkard  church,  and  in  politics  the  father  is  1 
a republican. 


OHN  SHALTER,  one  of  the  most  en-  1 
terprismg  fanners  of  Palmer  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  October  18,  1848. 

His  father,  John  Shalter,  of  German  descent, 
was  also  a native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  having 
been  born  in  Stark  count)’,  where  he  received 
a good  common-school  education  and  was 
reared  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  but  at  an 
early  age  left  the  parental  roof  and  entered 
into  the  conflict  of  life  that  was  to  make  or 
mar  his  future  fortune,  unaided  and  alone. 
Having  reached  the  proper  age,  he  took  one  of 
the  most  important  steps  of  his  early  manhood 
— that  of  embarking  upon  the  sea  of  matri- 
mony, taking  as  the  life-companion  of  his  voy- 
age Miss  Elizabeth  Albaugh,  also  a native  of 
Stark  county,  who  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  children,  in  the  order  here  named: 
IPram,  Levi,  Mary  A (deceased),  Catherine 
( deceased  wile  of  Isaac  Libensparger),  Emma 
(deceased),  Nancy,  John,  Salome,  Elizabeth, 
Abraham  and  Delia  (the  last  named  also 
deceased). 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  in  Stark 
county  Mr.  Shalter  moved  to  Crawford  county, 


of  which  he  was  a pioneer,  and  there  entered 
[60  acres  in  the  primitive  forest,  which  at  that 
time  teemed  with  all  kinds  of  game,  native  to 
the  latitude,  as  well  as  with  animals  of  fiercer 
characteristics.  By  energetic  labor  and  per- 
severving  effort  he  succeeded  in  subduing  the 
forest  growth  and  in  transforming  the  wild  into 
a well  cultivated  farm  and  comfortable  home, 
improved  with  every  appliance  that  tended  to 
make  life  happy  for  himself  and  family.  In 
politics  he  was  at  first  a whig,  but,  after  the 
disintegration  of  that  party,  united  with  the 
newly  formed  republican  organization.  He 
i took  part  in  the  erection  of  Crawford  county, 
but  was  never  an  office  seeking  partisan,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm  and1  the  welfare  of  hi''  family.  He 
! and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  and  were  liberal  in  their 
financial  aid  to  its  support.  Mr.  Shalti"  be- 
came, however,  very  prominent  as  a useful 
citizen  and  a protent  factor  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  his  adopted  county,  and  died  an 
honored  and  self-made  man,  in  August.  ’88o; 
his  widow,  who  possessed  many  amiable  traits 
of  character  and  home-like  qualities,  survived 
until  August  29,  1 Sq 5 , when  she,  too,  was 

called  to  a peaceful  rest. 

John  Shalter,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biographical  memoir,  was  earlv  inured  to  the 
hard  labor  of  clearing  up  the  farm  on  which  he 
first  saw  the  light  of  day,  and  in  its  cultivation 
while  his  thews  and  sinews  were  still  undevel- 
oped. At  the  proper  season  he  attended  the 
district  school,  acquired  a very  good  education 
for  that  day,  and  continued  in  aiding  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  place  until  his  mar- 
riage, April  13,  1882,  with  Miss  Sophia  Bord- 
1 ner,  who  was  born  November  12,  1800,  a 
j daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Corher)  Bordner, 
j both  natives  of  Stark  county,  where  their  mar- 
l riage  took  place.  Soon  after  their  marriage, 

1 Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bordner  moved  to  Crawford 
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county,  where  Mr.  Bordner  entered  160  acres 
of  land  in  the  woods,  there  being  but  few  set- 
tlers in  the  count)'  at  that  time;  here  he  made 
a comfortable  home  and  became  an  influential 
and  prominent  citizen,  and  died,  a respected 
member  of  the  Reformed  Lutheran  church,  in 
1862.  His  widow  is  also  a devout  member  of 
the  same  denomination,  and  is  as  highly  re- 
spected a lady  as  any  in  the  community  in 
which  she  has  passed  so  many  years.  The 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bordner  comprised  the 
following  children:  Daniel,  Samuel,  Hugh 

(deceased),  Milo,  Sarah  J.  (deceased),  Nancy, 
Andrew,  Eliza,  Levi,  Mary,  Sophia  and  Aaron. 

Shortly  after  marriage  Mr.  Shalter  came 
from  Crawford  to  Putnam  county,  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm  in  Palmer  township;  he 
has  since  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  township  and  with 
its  development  and  growth,  in  which  he  has 
materially  aided.  From  his  tract  of  wild  land 
he  has  wrought  out  a home  of  which  any 
farmer  might  well  be  proud,  and  which  com- 
prises, at  the  present  time,  1 70  acres.  He  has 
improved  his  place;  with  a modern  house  and 
substantial  barn  and  all  necessary  out-build- 
ings,  which  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
county-  all  the  result  of  his  own  indefatigable 
industry  He  carries  on  the  farming  usual  to 
the  region  in  which  his  place  is  located,  and 
also  raises  such  stock  as  is  needed  for  home 
use — as  short-horn  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs — and  has  a surplus,  also,  for  market. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shalter  have  been  born 
the  following  children : Kittie,  Della,  Johnny 

(deceased),  Howaid,  Harmon  and  Elizabeth, 
all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  de- 
ceased son,  are  receiving  good,  common-school 
educations.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  church  in  good  standing,  and 
their  d lily  deportment  indicates  that  they  take 
good  heed  of  the  lessons  taught  by  that  de- 
nomination of  simple  but  strict  discipline.  In 


politics  Mr.  Shalter  is  a stalwart  republican, 
but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  preferring 
the  peaceful  pursuit  of  the  agriculturist  to  the 
bitter  and  heart-burning  career  of  the  politician 
He  is,  nevertheless,  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of 
the  township,  and  as  a gentleman  of  sound 
sense  and  well  qualified  for  any  office  within 
the  power  of  the  people  to  offer.  He  is  a man 
of  undoubted  integrity  and  honor,  and  as  such 
is  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens,  while  Ins 
skill  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  is  commended  by  all 
who  have  ever  seen  his  well-cultivated  farm 
and  substantial  improvements. 


ILLIAM  SHANE,  for  over  twenty 
Mm  9 >'ears  a fanner  o!  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  1 1 
Virginia,  born  in  Frederick  county 
September  4,  1824,  a son  of  John  and  Cather- 
ine (Mason)  Shane.  The  father,  John  Shane, 
a native  of  the  same  county,  was  born  in  1807 
a son  of  William  Shane,  a native  of  Germany, 
a farmer,  and  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
whose  death  occurred  nine  days  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  gallant  struggle.  William  Shane 
was  married  to  a Miss  Light  in  1802,  thus 
showing  that  the  Shane  family  has  been  for 
over  a century  residents  of  the  United  States. 
The  children  born  to  William  Shane,  the  elder, 
were  four  in  number,  of  whom  John,  the  fathei 
of  our  subject,  w as  the  eldest,  and  w as  reared 
a miller  and  also  a carpenter,  and  possibly  a 
millwright.  In  1822  John  married  ( alia  Ma- 
son, who  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion  in 
1803,  a daughter  of  Bingley  and  Barbara  (l'ree) 
Mason,  the  former  a native  of  England  and 
the  latter  of  Holland.  To  these  parents  were 
born  the  following-named  children:  Mrs.  Bar- 

bara Adams;  William,  our  subject;  Martha, 
wife  of  James  Triploth ; Mrs  Nancy  M.  Bow  - 
man, deceased;  Hannah  1 , wife  of  Aaron 
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Dunlap;  John  F.  and  Anderson  Jackson,  all 
residents  of  Virginia,  with  the  exception  of 
William,  our  subject,  and  Mrs.  Bowman,  de- 
ceased. The  parents  of  Calla  Mason,  the 
mother  of  this  family,  were  married  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  the 
father  had  been  a faithful  soldier.  The  death 
of  John  Shane  took  place  in  Virginia  about 
1865,  he  having  been  a prominent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  over  forty 
years,  and  a democrat  in  politics;  his  widow, 
who  had  nursed  many  a sick  soldier,  regardless 
of  grav  or  blue  uniform,  at  her  own  home  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  survived  until  1882,  and 
died  also  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church. 

William  Shane,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  both  a carpenter  and  farmer. 
March  7,  1849,  lie  married  Mary  j.  Neibert, 
who  was  born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  June  12, 
1831,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Koffman)  Neibert,  the  former  a native  of 
Washington  county,  Md.,  born  in  1800,  a son 
of  ]olm  Neibert,  a German,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  the  Shenandoah  valley,  Va.,  and  also 
of  German  parentage.  The  children  born  to 
our  subject  and  wife  were  nine  in  number,  and 
named  as  follows:  Charles  J.,  who  died  in 

1891  ; John  F.,  of  Sugar  Creek  township;  Will- 
iam F.,  of  Union  township;  Phineas  William, 
of  Sugar  Creek  township;  Mary  Catherine  and 
Edward,  at  home;  Joseph  Neibert,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio;  Elmer  E.  and  Darsy  L.,  both  at  home. 

In  1853  our  subject  located  in  Montgomery 
county,  Ohio,  whence  he  moved,  about  twenty 
years  later,  in  18  2,  to  Allen  county,  here 
passed  one  year,  and  in  1873  came  to  Putnam 
county,  where  he  located  on  a farm  adjoining 
that  which  he  at  present  owns.  Nine  years 
later,  in  1882,  he  took  possession  of  his  present 
residence  and  splendid  farm;  but,  at  the  same 
tune,  it  must  be  said  that  Mr.  Shane  has  done 
1 vast  amount  of  clearing  and  other  pioneer 
work.  In  politics  Mr./ Shane  is  a democrat, 


and  has  held  several  township  offices,  and  as 
a citizen  he  stands  more  than  ordinarily  high 
in  the  regard  of  the  community. 


G Christian  shank,  Jr.,  one  of  the 

oldest  residents  of  Putnam  county, 
and  a pioneer  farmer  of  Greensburg 
township,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  August  3,  1811.  His  parents  were 

Christian  (Sr.)  and  Sophia  (Herst)  Shank; 
the  father  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1 779, 
and  was  the  son  of  John  Shank,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania;  the  great-grand  father  was 
Michael  Shank,  a native  of  Germany. 

John  Shank,  the  grandfather,  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Maryland,  and  there  married 
Annie  Kaufman,  to  whom  seven  sons  were  born 
— John,  Andrew,  Henry,  Jacob,  Christian  (Sr.j, 
Abraham  and  Daniel,  and  three  girls—  Eliza- 
beth, Annie  (Mrs.  Newcomer)  and  Nancy.  He 
was  a member  of  the  German  Baptist  church, 
and  a whig  in  politics.  His  son,  Christian,  Sr., 
the  father  of  the  subject  ot  our  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a farm,  learned  the  tailor’s  .rade, 
and  was  a man  of  much  ingenuity.  On  July 
12,  1807,  he  married  Sophia,  the  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Susan  (Christ)  Herst,  who  was  born 
in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1780,  of  German  ances- 
try. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Shank  moved  to 
Maryland,  settled  on  a farm  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  being  prominent  m the 
community,  and  a whig  in  politics.  Here  ten 
children  were  born  to  them:  Henry,  married  to 
Barbara  Myers,  died  in  1885;  Jonas,  married  to 
Fannie  Myers;  Christian  the  subject  ol  this 
sketch,  who  was  married  to  Maria  Myers;  John, 
married  to  Eva  Shank;  Jacob,  married  to  Han- 
nah Whiting;  bred,  married  to  Susan  Eshle- 
man;  Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  Noah, 
married  to  Susan  Shank;  Sophia,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Myers,  and  D-miel.  Late  in  his 
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wife  died  and  he  married  Elizabeth,  eldest 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Gillingham)  Myers. 

Christian  Shank,  Jr.,  of  whom  this  bio- 
graphical sketch  is  written,  was  given  a com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  state,  where 
his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a farm,  and 
he  was  taught  the  wagon-maker’s  trade,  and 
following  that  calling  until  his  marriage,  in 
1837,  to  Maria  Myers,  who  was  born  in  Mary- 
land, in  October,  1794.  A short  time  after 
marriage  he  started  out  on  foot  to  seek  a 
home;  he  walked  across  the  mountains  to  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Ohio  and  then  to  Put- 
nam county,  carrying  his  goods  for  the  500- 
mile  journey  on  his  back.  His  brother  Jacob 
a.ccoinpan;ed  him  fourteen  days.  Having 
reached  his  destination  he  purchased  a piece  of 
land  of  114  acres,  which  is  now  a part  of  the 
farm  on  which  he  lives.  He  now  turned  back 
to  get  his  wife,  and  walked  the  entire  distance, 
and,  on  arriving  in  Maryland,  he  built  him- 
self a wagon,  and  placing  his  young  wife  in  it 
he  again  walked  to  the  land  he  had  purchased, 
which  was  then  all  a forest  of  gigantic  trees. 
He  set  to  work  building  a house  and  clearing 
the  land,  and  soon  saw  fine  fields  of  grain 
waving  in  every  gentle  breeze  instead  of  the 
giant  forest  which  had  but  recently  stood 
there  and  seemed  to  defy  man.  In  their  new 
home  two  children  (twins)  were  born  to  them, 
but  they  died  in  infancy.  On  December  12, 
1874,  the  good  wife  died,  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church;  and  left  him  alone  to  mourn 
his  loss.  \ugust  io,  [876,  he  married  Marga- 
1'i’t,  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Beemer) 
Yant,  who  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio,  June  20,  1831.  Her  parents  were 

natives  of  Maryland  and  had  moved  to  Tus- 
carawas county,  Ohio,  and  afterwards  became 
pioneers  of  Putnam. county. 

Mr.  1 ' 1 1 1 k has  three  times  suffered  the 

complete  i<  s of  his  home  by  fire,  but  with  re- 
newed cou’Uige  he  has  built  each  time  a better 


house,  and  now,  past  four-score  and  four  years, 
he  has  a comfortable  home  and  enjoys  the 
fruits  of  his  well-spent  life,  and  sees  prosperity 
around  him.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  church,  and  are  prominent 
workers  in  it.  In  politics  he  is  a republican 
and  still  exercises  his  right  of  franchise.  He 
has  held  several  local  offices,  his  life  has  been 
one  of  much  usefulness,  and  in  his  good  old 
age,  when  gray  hair  is  a token  of  respect,  he 
is  honored  and  revered  by  all,  and  he  can  say 
he  has  wronged  no  man. 


^rj’OHN  SHERRICK,  general  agent  of  the 
gj  Walter  A.  Wood  Mower  & Reaper 
flD  • company,  for  northwestern  Olffi  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1846,  in  the  county  of  Columbiana. 
His  parents,  Kingery  and  Maria  (Sultner)  hlier- 
rick,  were  born  in  the  province  of  Alsace, 
Germany,  and  came  to  America  after  their 
marriage,  locating  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, afterward  died.  The  mother  is  still  living 
in  that  part  of  the  state.  Kingery  and  Maria 
Sherrick  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth. 

John  Sherrick  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
until  his  thirteenth  year,  and  had  but  few  ad- 
vantages for  acquiring  an  education,  having 
been  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  for 
a livelihood.  When  a mere  lad  he  began  life 
for  himself,  as  an  employee  of  the  Altman 
Threshing  Machine  company,  Canton,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  for  a short  time,  and  then  be- 
gan learning  the  trade  of  harness-making. 
When  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted, 
in  the  spring  of  1863,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-third  Ohio  infantry,  for  tin  100  dav '-serv- 
ice, and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  returned 
home  and  completed  the  trad--  which  he  had 


f : 

■ 1 ' 

.Hi 

• •••  • - 

• r 

it! 

x ■ ■ \ , . • 

: 

•'< J k 

\ i ' 

i s.  J ■ . ' . 

■ , 

•«  «•  - 

i t 

Jr 

• i, » • 

• i.  * ’ *-  . . ; 


' *•" 


’ ‘ ‘ ' 

■\  ! 


' 


496 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


formerly  commenced  to  learn.  In  the  spring 
of  1865  he  again  entered  the  army,  enlisting 
in  company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-first 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  dis- 
charge at  Winchester,  Va.,  in  August  of  the 
same  year. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Sherrick  began  work- 
ing at  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1882,  a part  of  the  time  running  a shop 
of  his  own.  He  located  at  Columbus  Grove 
in  1875,  and  in  1882  entered  the  employ  of 
Ewing  & Co.,  dealers  in  farm  implements,  as 
salesman  on  commission,  and  at  the  end  of  one 
year,  having  in  the  meantime  made  a most  ex- 
cellent record,  he  was  employed  in  the  same 
capacity  at  a liberal  salarv.  Mr.  Sherrick  re- 
mained with  the  aforesaid  firm  for  three  years, 
ami  in  1885  entered  the  employ  of  John  F. 
Caver  at  Ottawa,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
about  one  year.  March  9,  [886,  he  accepted 
a position  with  the  Walter  A.  Wood  machine 
company,  with  which  he  has  since  been  identi- 
fied and  the  confidence  of  which  he  enjoys  to  an 
unlimited  degree.  His  success  with  this  firm 
was  assured  from  the  very  start,  and  he  now 
occupies  a place  of  trust  such  as  is  accorded 
few  agents.  He  began  as  traveling  salesman, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  1888,  in 
the  fall  of  which  year  he  was  made'  general 
agent  for  the  district  of  northwestern  Ohio, 
comprising  twenty  counties,  throughout  which 
he  has  various  sub-agencies,  all  doing  a very 
profitable  business. 

Mr.  Sherrick  is  a shrewd  business  man  and 
manages  the  trade  with  tact  and  superior  judg- 
ment. He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. , 
Ottawa  lodge,  No.  325,  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P. 
order,  Ottawa  lodge,  No.  565,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  ; political!)'  he  is  a re- 
publican. lie  was  married  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  May  20,  1871,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Miller,  a 
native  of  the  county  of  Fayette — a union  blessed 


with  the  birth  of  three  children,  Nellie,  Leo 
and  Lloyd.  The  daughters  are  both  graduates 
— Nellie  of  the  schools  of  Ottawa  and  Leo  of 
the  Paulding  schools.  The  former  is  stenog- 
rapher and'  type-writer  in  her  father’s  office 
and  Lloyd  also  assists  his  father  in  the  bus  ness. 


X) 

born  in 


AVID  SEITZ,  a member  of  a large 
and  prominent  family,  of  which  there 
are  now  about  500  members  living 
in  many  states  of  the  Union,  was 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  December 


12,  1819. 

John  Seitz,  great-grandfather  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Germany,  served  his  country  in 
I the  army,  and  when  honorably  discharged  ini- 
I migrated  to  America  and  located  in  Virginia, 

| where  he  fanned  until  his  death.  H son 
I Lewis,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  cf  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  1 eiore 
his  father  came  to  America.  He  received  his 
I education  in  Virginia,  in  the  German  lang  uage, 

| spent  his  childhood  days  on  a farm,  and  in 
! early  life  joined  the  Baptist  church,  of  \hich 
he  became  a Predestinarian  minister.  He 
married  Anna  Beery,  and  two  years  befor  Ohio 
was  admitted  as  a state  (1801 1,  he  moved  to 
Fairfield  county,  took  up  some  government 
land  and  improved  it;  here  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  preaching  until  his  death.  He  had 
seventeen  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy; all  the  rest  lived  to  rear  families,  and 
w'ere  named  as  follows:  John,  born  1790; 

Daniel,  1 79 T ; Catherine,  1793  ; Mrs.  Eliza  Hite, 
1 794;  Mrs.  Mary  Spitler,  1 895  ; Abraham,  1796; 
Jacob,  1797;  Noah,  1798;  Mrs.  Lydia  Bretz, 
1800,  who  were  all  born  in  Virginia;  after  he 
moved  to  Fairfield  county  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Mrs  Susanna  Staley,  1 So  1 ; 

Lewis,  180?,  who  when  grown  to  manhood  en- 
tered the  ministry;  Mrs.  Annie  Huddle,  805; 
I Mrs.  Rebecca  Friesnci  1807,  and  Peter,  1810, 
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who  was  also  a preacher.  In  politics  Lewis 
Seitz  was  a democrat. 

Daniel  Seitz,  second  son  of  John  and  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  lived  on  his  father’s 
i farm,  working  faithfully  until  fane  1,  1813, 

I when  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
1 Andrew  and  Rebecca  Hight,  and  'ocated  on  a 
! farm  near  the  old  home;  here  they  welcomed 
to  life  eleven  children:  Mrs.  Rebecca  Fries- 

j ner,  deceased;  Mrs.  Anna  Emmens,  of  Pleas- 

j ant  township;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  de- 

1 ceased;  Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy;  David, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Samuel,  who  lives 
in  Union  township;  Daniel,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Lewis,  John  and  Isaac,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased;  Catherine,  wife  of  P.  Hufford. 
On  May  14,  1831,  his  good  wife  took  her  de- 
parture for  the  long  journey,  whence  no  one 
returns,  and  he  was  left  alone  to  care  for  this 
large  family;  but  April  15,  1832.  he  married 
Catherine  Leery,  and  this  marriage  was  blessed 
with  eight  children:  Mrs.  Saphronia  Blosser; 

Mrs.  Mary  Huddle,  deceased;  Diana,  wife  of 
Dr.  Morris,  of  Columbus  Grove;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Ann  Shoemaker,  deceased;  George,  now  liv- 
ing in  Shelby,  111.  ; Noah,  who  died  while  serv- 
ing his  country  in  the  late  war;  Prof.  Enoch, 
one  of  the  greatest  mathematicians  of  this 
country,  and  who  died  in  Ivirksville,  Mo.,  in 
November,  1883,  and  was  buried  at  Greenville, 
Ohio,  leaving  a wife  and  four  boys,  the  widow 
now  holding  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
ttie  Kirksville  public  schools,  which  place  she 
tills  with  credit  to  herself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  parents  of  the  children  who  attend;  Levi, 

; the  youngest  child  born  to  the  second  marriage 
of  Daniel,  died  in  childhood.  The  father, 
Daniel,  served  his  country  faithfully  for  one 
I year  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  politics  lie  was  a 
democrat,  and  was  trusted  with  numerous 
offices,  bo’ding,  of  these,  that  of  township 
treasurer  two  terms,  and  that  of  township 

trustee  a number  of  years,  lie  was  also  an 
1 

I 


active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  in  which  he  held  office  until  his  death, 
October  14,  1864.  His  second  wife  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven 
years. 

David  Seitz,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passed  his  boyhood  on  a farm  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education 
in  the'  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
On  October  3,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Lydia 
Hufford,  who  was  born  June  17,  1823,  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  her  parents,  Daniel  and 
Nancy  (Nellvj  Hufford,  being  Dunkards  and 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  had  early  moved 
to  Perry  county,  and  were  among  its  earlv  set- 
tlers. Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Seitz  had  ten  chil- 
dren, viz:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  T.  J.  Clevenger; 

Nancy,  wife  of  Stephen  Clevenger,  deceased; 
Daniel  W.,  a civil  engineer;  Benjamin,  now  liv- 
ing in  Sugar  Creek  township;  Levina,  the  wife 
of  Richard  Evans;  Diana,  wife  of  Samuel  Heis- 
tan,  deceased;  Lydia,  who  died  an  infant; 
David  and  Samuel  (twins),  of  whom  David 
died  in  infancy;  also  an  infant,  deceased. 

After  his  marriage  David  remained  three 
years  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 7,  1847,  removed  to  Putnam  county,  where 
his  father  had  purchased  and  given  him  160 
acres  of  uncleared  land.  He  set  resolutely  to 
work  and  soon  had  built  for  himself  a house 
of  logs  and  had  cleared  a small  patch  around 
it,  which  in  latter  days  he  enlarged.  He  at 
once  returned  to  Fairfield  county,  and  as  it 
was  before  the  days  of  steam  and  electricity 
and  rapid  transit,  walking  being  the  only  means 
of  locomotion  for  the  hardy  pioneers,  and 
roads  even  were  not  then  cut  through,  he 
walked  the  entire  distance — one  day  walking 
j fifty  miles  and  carrying  a pack  weighing  srven- 
| teen  and  one-half  pounds.  On  this  farm, 
j which  he  has  cleared  out  of  the  woods  and  re- 
I deemed  from  its  wild  state,  he  still  lives,  lion- 
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orecl  and  respected  by  all.  In  politics  he  be- 
lieves in  the  democracy,  and  in  1870  he  was 
elected  land  appraiser,  which  office  he  held  for 
ten  years.  He  has  been  intrusted  with  numer- 
ous other  offices,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
three  years,  and  township  trustee  for  a number 
of  years.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  since  December,  1875,  and  has 
served  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  and  deacon. 
He  can  gather  around  him,  in  the  pride  of  his 
old  age,  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild.  In  August,  [888,  at  Bloom- 
field, Ohio,  he  attended  a reunion  of  the 
Seitz  family,  nearly  500  of  its  members  being 
present  and  some  coining  from  California.  He 
has  always  been  known  as  a progressive,  in- 
dustrious man,  and  wlnle  looking  with  care  to 
his  own  affairs  he  has  had  time  to  look  after 
the  interest  of  the  neighborhood,  as  is  attested 
by  the  numerous  offices  lie  has  faithfully  held. 

John  Seitz,  brother  of  David  S'  it/  and  son 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Seitz,  was  born  April 
19,  1827,  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  He  was 
given  a common-school  education  while  living 
on  his  father’s  farm.  When  grown  to  man- 
hood he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
the  home  where  his  widow  now  resides.  On 
February  3,  1853,  he  married  Sarah,  the 

daughter  of  Samuel  Clevenger  (see  his  sketch); 
this  lady  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  April  8, 
1835,  and  here  received  her  education.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  moved  to  the 
uncleared  farm  which  the  husband  had  recently 
purchased,  and  by  united  labors  they  soon  had 
a place  cleared  and  a log  cabin  built,  into 
which  the}'  moved  March  14,  of  the  same  year. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children: 
Susanna,  wife  of  Jacob  Best,  a farmer  and 
Mock  buyer  of  Union  township;  Albert,  a 
fanner,  married  and  living  on  the  old  home- 
ad,  the  comfort  and  pride  of  his  widowed 
mother;  Samuel  Lee,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
1 lght  years.  John  Seitz  was  a prominent 


member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  a democrat 
in  politics,  and  his  neighbors  trusted  him  with 
the  office  of  township  trustee.  He  was  known 
as  a useful  citizen  and  a conscentious  man,  and 
none  had  aught  against  him.  Death  called 
him  away  March  17,  1885,  his  good  wife,  and 
one  daughter  and  one  son  being  left  to  mourn 
his  loss. 


AMUEL  SEITZ,  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  prominent 
both  as  an  elder  and  as  a preacher 
in  the  Primitive  Baptist  church,  is  the 
| son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (flight)  Seitz, 
and  was  born  in  Fairfield  countv,  tins  state, 
December  14,  1821.  During  his  boyhood 

days  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  ami  at- 
tended school,  and  when  old  enough  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  J >seph 
Hendricks,  who  is  now  his  brother-in-law. 
October  4,  1847,  he  came  to  Putnam  c • unity, 

I where  he  had  some  uncleared  land;  on  this  he 
began  to  clear  a farm,  and  continued  tv>  work 
| at  his  trade.  flere  he  built  himself  a house, 

| and  on  November  14,  1850,  he  married  Mary, 

J the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Gan- 
der) Clevenger  (see  sketch  of  Samuel  C:  wen- 
ger) ; this  lady  was  born  in  Putnam  county 
December  6,  1830,  and  received  a common- 
| school  education.  At  the  age  of  ten  yc-us  she 
went  to  live  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Nancy  Clev- 
j enger,  with  whom  sin-  lived  at  the  time  >f  her 
! marriage.  The  young  couple,  with  bright 
j hopes  before  them,  moved  to  the  newly  ceared 
farm,  where  they  have  since  lived  and  pros- 
I pered.  One  day,  a few  months  after  moving 
into  her  new  home,  while  at  work  in  front  of 
the  cabin,  Mrs.  Seitz  aw  a deer  coming  to- 
ward the  house;  she  ran  in  and  hastily  closed 
the  door  to  keep  it  out  At  another  time  she 
and  her  aunt  succeeded  in  killing  a fawn  which 
i the  dogs  had  crippled.  This  happy  union 
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was  blessed  with  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Chloe,  the  wife  of  James  W. 
Loy,  who  sells  engines  and  farming  imple- 
ments at  Columbus  Grove;  Belle,  the.wife  of 
Willis  H.  Grey,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Union 
township;  J.  Edson,  a farmer  living  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  Nancy,  still  at  home. 

In  1858  the  subject  of  this  sketch  united 
with  the  Primitive  Baptist  church,  and  in  1871 
he  began  preaching.  In  1872  he  was  set 
apart,  and  ordained  a minister  and  was  given 
charge  of  three  churches,  two  of  which,  of  the 
Sandusky  association,  he  still  ministers  to.  He 
has  been  preaching  there  faithfully  for  twenty- 
three  years.  He  is  an  earnest  and  enthusiastic 
worker  and  his  labors  for  the  Master  have 
been  rewarded.  In  private  life  he  is  respected 
by  all.  In  politics  he  has  cast  his  lot  with  the 
democrats  and  has  been  honored  by  them  by 
being  elected  to  numerous  offices.  In  1853  he 
was  elected  assessor  and  held  that  office  two 
terms.  In  1858  he  was  elected  township  trus- 
tee, and  held  that  office  for  three  terms, 
and  during  the  'sixties  he  was  elected  just- 
ice of  the  peace,  which  office  he  held  for 
six  years.  He  has  been  school  director,  and 
has  been  intrusted  with  numerous  other  minor 
offices.  In  1861  he  built  his  present  home 
and  s?irrounded  himself  with  many  of  the  lux- 
uries and  conveniences  of  this  progressive  age, 
where  he  enjoys  the  fruits  of  a well-spent  life 
and  can  look  back  with  pleasure  on  his  early 
days  in  the  wild  forest  which  stood  where  his 
farm  now  stands,  and  many  are  the  stirring 
incidents  of  this  early  life. 


F.  SEITZ,  a native  of  Union  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,’  but  now  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Sugar  ( reek 
township,  was  born  September  16, 
1853,  a son  of  David  and  Lydia  (Hulford) 
Seitz,  natives,  respectively,  of  Fairfield  and 


Perry  counties,  Ohio.  Daniel  Seitz,  the 
father  of  David,  was  a native  of  Virginia  of 
German  descent,  was  pioneer  of  Ohio  and 
died  in  Fairfield  county,  where  David  was 
reared  and  was  married.  In  1847  David  came 
to  Putnam  county,  bought  a tract  of  land  in 
Union  township  where  he  still  lives,  and  which 
now  comprises  190  acres  under  a good  state  of 
cultivation;  he  has  filled  the  office  of  land 
appraiser  and  also  of  township  trustee  and 
several  minor  offices,  and  is  quite  prominent 
before  the  public  as  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  chnrch.  He  has  given  a great  deal  of 
attention  to  short-horn  cattle  and  has  raised 
some  graded  Percheron  horses  that  have 
netted  him  high  prices.  He  has  had  born  to 
him  ten  children,  of  whom  four  died  young, 
the  six  who  grew  to  maturity  being  named  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  married  to  T.  }.  eleven 
ger,  a farmer;  Nancy,  who  was  married  to  S 
I).  Clevenger,  but  who,  with  her  child,  is  nov 
deceased;  I).  YV.,  ex-countv  surveyor;  B.  F 
the  subject  of  this  notice;  l.avina,  married  t; 
R.  T.  Evans,  a farmer,  and  Diana,  who  mar- 
ried S.  Z.  Hiestand,  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  and  is  now  deceased. 

B.  F.  Seitz  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm 
until  after  reaching  his  majority.  In  1877  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  j.  Funk,  who  was  born  in 
Sugar  Creek  township  February  11,  1855. 

For  a year  he  lived  on  rented  land,  then  built 
on  a tract  of  eighty  acres  in  the  woods  that 
his  wife  inherited ; he  next  purchased  an  adjoin 
ing  tract  of  eighty  acres,  making  160  acres  in 
all,  which  he  has  ditched,  tiled,  brought  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  ; 
commodious  two-story  frame  dwelling,  two 
large  barns,  two  out-houses  for  all  purposes, 
orchards,  etc.  He  raises  graded  stock  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  and  also  carries  on  the 
usual  general  farming.  11  takes  a lively 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  t\\ 
years  as  president  of  the  agricultural  society; 
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while  he  is  a democnit  in  politics,  he  has  no 
aspiration  for  public  office,  but  lends  a willing 
bond  toward  assisting  t > till  public  positions 
with  good  men.  In  religion  he  is,  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

Henry  Funk,  father  of  Mrs.  Seit/,  was  a 
native  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  an  early 
settler  of  Union  township,  Putnam  county;  he 
married  Elizabeth  Clevenger,  a member  of  the 
Clevenger  family  so  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  "sugar  Creek  township.  Mr.  Funk 
died  in  October,  i860,  was  a member  of  the  j 
Primitive  Baptist  church,  and  his  wife  expired  | 
in  August,  of  the  same  year,  leaving  eight 
young  children,  of  whom  four  grew  to  matur- 
ity, \ iz.  ; Benjamin  F.,  of  Allen  county,  Ohio; 
Mary  F.,  wife  of  John  Manuel,  also  of  Allen 
county;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Mr.  Seitz,  and 
George  \Y.,  a.  farmer.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seitz  has  been  blessed  with  six  children, 
as  follows:  john  1).,  born  June  9,  1878;  Maud, 
born  September  14,  1879;  Peter,  born  October 
3,  1882;  Beniamin,  born  March  ^o,  1884; 

David,  born  October  26,  1885,  and  Bessie, 
born  July  28,  1894,  and  died  September  19, 
1895.  Mr.  Seitz  stands  very  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  respect  him 
for  his  honest,  straightforward  conduct  in  life 
and  for  his  willingness  to  assist  on  all  occasions 
wh'-re  his  services  may  be  required,  either  for 
the  public  weal  or  for  private  good. 


E\\  IS  SIMON  a leading  farmer  of 
( ireensburg  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  native  born,  dates  his  birth 
April  24,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  John  | 
P and  Savilla  Genshimer)  Simon.  The  father  I 
was  born  in  Germany  near  Knitingh am  on  the  I 
Rhine,  and  there  married  Miss  G<  nshimer,  I 
who  was  also  a native  of  Germany,  and  was  j 
b 'a)  in  1812,  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  1 


birth  of  the  following  children : john,  a farmer 

near  Dupont,  Ohio,  who  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many; Catherine  and  Philip,  both  deceased; 
Lewis,,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Barbara,  wife  of  Michael 
Rinkle,  of  Dupont;  Louisa,  deceased;  Sophia, 
wife  of  Rev.  Philip  Kesler,  of  Dupont;  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Ha uck,  ol  Ottawa ; Anna,  wife  of  W. 
J.  Varner,  of  Greensburg  township;  Savilla, 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Parnell,  of  Greensburg  town- 
ship; Elizabeth,  deceased,  and  John  Adam, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

About  one  year  after  their  marriage,  [olm 
P.  Simon  came  to  the  United  States  and  at 
first  located  at  Philadelphia,  remained  there 
six  months’  time,  then  started  westward  in  a 
wagon,  and  finally  located  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  where  lie  purchased  a tract  of  unim- 
proved land,  and  became  one  of  tbe  pie  .vers 
of  that  settlement,  but  this  farm  was  subse- 
quently so  damaged  b}  a storm  that  at  the 
end  of  three  years  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty, and,  loading  his  household  effects  wh  a 
wagon,  started  again  for  the  west  and  this 
time  located  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in  ' 836, 
where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  on 
which  he  built  a house  of  logs,  and  until  1863 
was  closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  count}' ; failing  health  then  c used 
him  to  relinquish  the  active  duties  of  farm  life 
and  he  embarked  in  the  general  mere:: utile 
trade  at  Ottowa,  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
! cessful.  Mr.  Simon  was  a Mason,  Ewing 
joined  the  Defiance  lodge,  but  afterwaid  be- 
came a charter  membi  1 of  the  lodge  at  Ka- 
lida,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  ail  its 
members.  For  a number  of  years  he  held  a 
commission  in  the  stun-  militia,  and  \\  1 an 
energetic  and  useful  e.il  /en,  always  ready  to 
assist  in  any  project  di  signed  for  the  • eblic 
good.  Previous  to  tin  war  he  was  a stanch 
democrat,  and  later  an  1 dependent ; but  h w as 
frequently  elected  to  id1  the  m nor  offices  of 
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his  township.  His  death  took  place  April  29, 

1 888,  having  been  a prominent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church;  he  was  mourned  as  one 
of  the  pioneer  citizens  of  the  township  and 
county,  whose  work  stands  as  a monument  of 
a busy,  useful  and  well-spent  life.  He  was 
three  times  married;  his  first  wife,  Miss  Sa- 
villa  Genshimer,  the  mother  of  his  family,  was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  died 
in  1856;  a few  years  later  he  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Landis,  which 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son,  Adam, 
who  was  born  in  1859.  His  third  wife  was 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hedges,  who  died  on  March 
25,  1895. 

Lewis  Simon,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  a farmer,  which  has  bee  n 
his  life-long  vocation.  He  obtained  a limited 
education  from  the  old-fashioned  log  school- 
house,  but  most  of  his  knowledge  has  been 
self-acquired.  On  April  13,  186],  he  married 
Miss  Barbara  M.  Dangler,  daughter  of  George 
and  Fannie  (Fender)  Dangler,  and  to  tins 
union  were  born  four  children,  viz:  Anna, 

wife  of  H.  }.  Kirkendall;  Veronica,  wife  of 
George  Ridenour;  John  A.  and  Barbara  M., 
who  died  in  infancy;  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  this  family  occurred  May  1 1,  1868,  and  her 
loss  was  deeply  felt  by  her  friends  and  relatives. 
Mr.  Simon  was  next  married,  March  18,  1870, 
to  Miss  Jennie  Apger,  the  daughter  of  John  R. 
and  Elizabeth  Apger,  she  being  a native  of 
Carroll  county,  Ohio,  born  February  10,  1847. 
This  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  uf 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  who 

died  October  31,  1876;  Charles  E. ; Chester 
L. ; Ora  A.;  Lewis  W. ; Blanch;  Ralph  B.,  and 
an  infant  that  died  unnamed.  Since  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Simon  has  been  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  oi  Putnam  county,  and  his 
farm  gives  evidence  of  his  spirited  enterprise 
and  progress;  he  frequently  visits  the  southern 
and  caste’,  n markets  with  his  products, and  never 
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fails  to  learn  a useful  lesson  during  his  absence. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  No. 
325,  at  Ottawa,  Ohio,  also  a member  of  the 
United  Brethern  church  and  an  active  Sunday- 
school  worker;  politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
prohibition  party,  and  has  filled  several  local 
offices  in  a most  satisfactory  manner. 

John  R.  Apger,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Simon, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1816,  a son  of  Isaac 
Apger,  also  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of 
■sterling  English  descent.  Isaac  Apger  w'as 
one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Carroll  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  1847  moved  to  Wood  county, 
then  an  unbroken  wilderness,  from  which  he 
wrested  a farm  that  later  proved  to  be  the 
pride  of  the  county,  and  on  which  he  died 
sometime  in  the  'fifties.  John  R.  Apger  was 
educated  in  New  Jersey,  was  reared  a farmer, 
and  also  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  occasionally,  when  not  em- 
ployed in  farming.  In  1837  he  married  Eliz- 
abeth Atchley,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Anna 
(Van  Horn)  Atchley,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
but  later  residents  of  New  York.  These  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  viz  Mary 
C. ; Mrs.  Lewis  Simon;  Mariom  N;  Isaac  N., 
deceased;  Anderson  S.,  who  was  a soldier  and 
w'as  wounded  at  Mossy  Creek;  Alletty  A.,  de- 
ceased, and  Lizzie,  also  deceased.  Mrs  Eliz- 
abeth Apger  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1812, 
and  moved  with  her  parents  to  New  York, 
where  her  marriage  took  place.  In  the  year 
1865,  Mr.  Apger  settled  in  Carroll  county, 
where  he  farmed  for  ten  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  entered  a tract  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  for 
a time  taught  school.  He  lost  his  first  wife 
March  25,  1865,  she  dying  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Apger  was 
next  married,  in  Wood  county,  in  iSSG,  to 
Mrs.  Matilda  Wyckoff,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  viz:  Bmiton,  1 < rl  J . , 

Cloise  and  Blanche.  Mr.  Apyer  was  a deni- 


, 

; ,T.  ! , ---p 

■ : 


,h  ■■ 

■ ■ 


U ' '•  ' 

- 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


504 

ccrat  in  politics,  and  for  years  was  a justice  of 
the  peace,  and  always  a useful  and  respected 
citizen.  His  death  occurred  May  12,  1882,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


ERRICK  SKIVER,  of  Monroe  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
this  township  for  many  years,  while 
his  ancestral  history  touches  the  very  early 
pioneer  epoch  in  the  annals  of  this  state. 

David  Skiver,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  about  1786  in  Pennsylvania  and  set- 
tled in  'bust  irawas  count)',  Ohio,  in  the  early 
pioneer  days,  but,  upon  attaining  maturity, 
united  his  life  destinies  with  those  of  Sarah 
Warner,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Defiance 
county,  at  a time  when  that  section  was  yet 
almost  a primitive  wilderness,  entered  land 
from  the  government,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  there  having  been  only  a few  log 
cabins  erected  in  the  county,  affording  homes 
for  but  little  more  than  a dozen  families.  The 
forest  still  abounded  with  game  and  the  Indians 
disputed  dominion  with  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
After  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Skiver  and  his  family, 
the  Indians  made  frequent  visits  to  their  cabin 
and  for  six  years  they  maintained  a camp  near 
the  family  home.  At  the  present  time  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  conceive  the  trials  and 
hardships  which  these  sturdy  pioneers  were 
compelled  to  endure,  but  their  courage  was  in- 
domitable, and  Mr.  Skiver  lived  to  bring  his 
farm  of  eighty  acres  into  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation  and  to  reap  the  rewards  of  his 
assiduous  labor.  In  politics  he  was  a demo- 
crat of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  hel  la  number 
of  the  more  important  township  offices.  Mrs. 
Skiver  was  a member  of  the  Christian  church, 
a’  1 she  liven  to  attain  a remarkable  longevity, 

1 ig  1 14  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
v bile  her  hi. -band  passed  the  psahni  ,t’s  span, 


being  eighty-four  years  of  age  when  he  died. 
They  were  people  of  utmost  integrity,  high 
intelligence  and  absolute  honor,  and  were  well 
known  and  highly  respected  in  the  section 
where  so  many  years  of  their  lives  were  passed. 

Isaac  Skiver,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  March  12, 
[826,  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  pioneer 
homestead  and  early  became  familiar  with  the 
work  of  reclaiming  a farm  from  the  wildt  ness, 
finding  his  chief  diversion  in  hunting,  in  which 
line  both  he.  and  his  father  enjoyed  a n-  table 
distinction  for  their  prowess— many  a deer 
and  bear,  as  well  as  smaller  game,  h ving 
fallen  before  their  unerring  rifle-  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  the  father  paid  for  the  land  in 
Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  which  he 
had  secured  from  the  government,  by  t ! sale 
of  coon  hides,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
state  that  he  and  his  tumih  endured  many 
hardships  and  privations  though  their  hie  was 
not  without  its  elements  of  pleasure.  Tsaac 
Skiver  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mai)  A. 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Germany  Mav  14, 
1830,  and  their  children  in  order  of  birti  were 
as  follows:  Merrick,  subject  of  this  review; 

Margaret,  wife  of  James  Van  Vlerah;  Regina, 
wife  of  John  Alspaugh;  G.  Henry,  Josephine, 
wife  of  William  Austin;  Clara,  wife  of  William 
Davies;  Caroline  A. ; Jane,  deceased;  Emma, 
wife  of  Adam  Stork;  and  Hannah,  wife  of 
John  James.  The  parents  are  still  living  in 
Defiance  county,  owning  a fine  farm  o(  120 
acres  in  Highland  township.  The  father  is  a 
stalwart  democrat  and  is  a man  of  influence  in 
the  community,  while  the  mother  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  church  The)'  are  among  the 
old  and  honored  pioneers  of  that  count),  and 
still  reside  upon  the  place  where  they  settled. 

Merrick  Skiver  was  born  in  Highland  town- 
ship, Defiance  count),  Ohio,  June  25,  184(4, 
and  was  reared  to  1 a i's  estate  on  tm  old 
pioneer  homestead,  and  it  is  a significant  fact 
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that  he  has  never  severed  his  allegiance  to  that 
vocation  which  is  his  by  inheritance.  He  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education  and 
this  has  been  effectively  supplemented  by  his 
practical  association  in  the  affairs  of  life.  On 
the  19th  of  August,  1S73,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rosella  Donaldson,  who  was  born 
in  Union  township,  Putnam  count)',  October 
21,  1853.  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  A. 
Donaldson.  Of  the  children  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  we  make  the  following  record : Ollie; 

Elsie;  Lavern,  deceased;  Annie,  deceased; 
Florence:  Maud;  and  Violet. 


At  the  time  that  our  subject  first  settled 


same  was  swamp  land  and  was  entirely  unre- 
claimed, but  so  abl)  has  he  directed  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation  that  the  place  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  and  most  productive  in 
his  section  of  the  state,  and  equipped  with  a 
thorough  system  of  drainage;  seventy  acres  of 
the  tract  are  under  cultivation  and  yield  good 
returns  Mr.  Skiver  has  seen  this  countv 
transformed  from  a wilderness  into  one  of  the 
most  favored  and  prosperous  sections  of  the 
Buckeye  commonwealth,  and  the  change  is  one 
which  he  can  not  but  view  with  satisfaction, 
the  while  taking  just  pride  in  the  results  of  his 
own  efforts.  In  his  political  adherency  our 
subject  is  a supporter  of  the  democratic  party 
and  its  principles,  and  religiously  he  lends 
financial  assistance  to  the  United  Brethren 
church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a devoted  member. 


^ ENRY  SITES,  the  well  known  farmer 
of  Blanchard  township,  Putnam  coun- 
tv,  Ohio,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Robert 
and  Sarah  Sites,  and  was  born  in 
Bellville  Ohio,  December  (>,  1828.  IPs 

grandfather,  also  christened  Henry,  was  of 
Herman  descent,  was  a blacksmith,  gunsmith 
and  fares  -,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Dunlap, 


of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  to  which  union 
were  born  seven  children,  named  as  follows: 
John,  George,  Katy,  Polly,  Betsey,  Hannah 
and  Robert.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Virginia,  while  the  mother  died 
in  Richland  county,  Ohio. 

Robert  Sites,  the  youngest  child  of  this 
family,  was  born  in  Botetourt  county,  Va.,  in 
1804,  and  was  reared  to  thetradeof  carpenter. 
In  1826  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Rich- 
land county,  and  for  some  time  he  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Bellville;  about  1829  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, to  which  he  added  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  a neat,  well-cultivated  farm  of  ninety- 
seven  acres,  and  on  this  farm  he  died  in  1891. 
But  this  was  not  his  only  possession,  on  the 
contrary,  lie  was  an  owner  of  landed  estate 
more  than  that  possessed  by  the  ordinary 
fanner,  to-wit:  Another  tract  in  Jefferson 

township,  of  160  acres;  in  Hancock  comity,  a 
tract  of  240  acres;  in  Blanchard  township, 
Putnam  county,  eighty  acres,  in  Van  Buren 
township,  the  same  county,  eighty  acres,  and 
in  Monroe  township,  the  same  county,  eighty 
acres.  Mr.  Sites  was  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  for  twelve  years  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace;  he  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Ivpiscopal  church,  in  which  he  took  much 
interest,  and  in  public  affairs  he  was  also  deeply 
interested  and  especially  active  in  politics.  To 
his  marriage  with  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Fidler,  of  Knox  county,  Ohio,  the  following 
children  were  born:  Henry,  our  subject;  Rev. 

Nathan,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
who  was  sent  as  a missionary  to  China  in  1861, 
and  there  died  in  1895,  after  thirty-four  years 
of  faithfully  performed  and  arduous  duty  in 
church  work;  John  is  the  fourth  child;  Mary, 
deceased  wife  of  Lewis  Young,  and  James,  ol 
Richland  county.  The  mothm  of  this  family 
died  a sincere  Christian  in  18;  1,  and  lett  a void 
in  the  family  that  was  never  . fterward  tilled. 
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Henry  Sites,  our  subject,  was  reared  to 
fanning',  arid  in  1X52  settled  upon  160  acres 
of  the  paternal  property  in  sections  34  and  3, 
i:i  Blanchard  and  Van  Buren  townships,  Put- 
nam county.  This  land  lie  has  cleared  up, 
has  made  all  the  improvements,  has  occupied 
it  until  the  present  time,  and  controls,  beside, 
another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  give 
evidence  of  his  superior  skill  as  a farmer.  Mr. 
Sites  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  P.,  daughter 
of  Ezra  Alward,  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  helpmate  in  1891,  Of  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  three  died  in  infancy, 
the  survivors  being  Emma  wife  of  Jacob 
Mullen,  and  Mattie  M.,  wife  of  Daniel  Sheidle. 
Mr.  Sites  is  quite  popular  in  his  township  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  trustee  and  other  offices 
of -less  consequence.  He  is  recognized  as  be- 
ing a first-class  farmer  and  as  a good,  useful 
citizen,  whose  word  mat  always  be  relied  on, 
and  as  being  ready  at  all  times  to  aid  any  work 
designed  to  promote  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  his  township  and  county. 


I ELI  AM  M.  SLOAN,  farmer  of  Mon- 
roe township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
is  of  Scotch-I  rish  descent,  his  grand- 
father, a native  of  Ireland,  having 
married  a Scotch  lady  and  having  come  to 
America  in  an  early  day.  He  settled  in  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  took  part  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  died  a Jacksonian  democrat  and  a highly 
respected  citizen.  His  son  Absalom,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  brought  up  a stone-mason.  He  mar- 
ried Agnes  Grimes,  a native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  a daughter  of  Morris  Grimes.  Phe  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Absalom  Sloan 
were  named  in  the  following  order:  Abraham 

IT,  Wilson  S.,  William  M.,  Ruth  A.  (deceased) 
and  Harrison  R.  The  parents  of  this  family 
lived  in  Knox  countv,  Ohio,  until  iNbo,  when 


they  came  to  Putnam  county  and  settled  in 
Hartsburg,  where  they  both  died — the  father 
in  February,  1893,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  in  politics  a republican. 

William  M.  Sloan,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1845,  received 
a good  education  and  was  reared  to  farming 
until  nineteen  years  old,  at  which  early  age  he 
enlisted,  September  14,  1864,  in  company  E, 
One  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  with  which  he  took  part  in  the  cam- 
paigns in  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina 
and  South  Carolina,  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge  July  25,  [865.  On  his  return  from 
the  war  he  continued  his  farming  on  the  home 
place  and  married,  June  14,  1870,  Marv  J. 
Robinson,  who  was  born  in  W-wne  county, 
Ohio,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Barbara 
Robinson.  The  children  that  blessed  this 
happy  union  were  named,  in  order  of  birth, 
Agnes  E.,  w ife  of  Charles  James,  and  Glu. ties 
W.,  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  two  chil- 
dren died  September  14,  1873,  a membei  of 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  the  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Sloan  took  place  Octobei  . 6, 
1875,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Waugh,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  April  6,  1847,  a daughte.  of 

John  and  Minerva  (Lawrence)  Waugh.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  five  children,  viz: 
Minerva  R.,  John  A.,  Evalana  (deceased), 
Mary  J.  and  Fannie  E. 

Ever  since  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Sloan 
has  resided  in  Monroe  township,  where  he 
owns  an  extremely  well  cultivated  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  and  where  he  has  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  run  a threshing  machine.  lie 
has,  unaided,  made  his  present  property,  and 
through  his  steady  habits  has  won  the  respect 
of  his  neighbors  and  the  general  public.  He 
is  a member  of  G.  A.  R.  post,  No.  777,  of 
Oakwood,  but  has  never  manifesu  < 1 any  dispo- 
siton  to  hold  office,  eitner  in  his  fraternal  e- 
tions  or  in  those  of  tin  republican  party,  with 


' 


‘ . ' ■ ■ 'v  ? ; " 

* 

' 

■ •'  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■' 

: - 

■ 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


which  he  votes.  He  is  contented  to  devote 
his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  his  farm  and 
family,  and  in  the  performance  of  those 
friendly  offices  and  amenities  of  life  which 
bind  close  together  members  of  an  agriculture 
community,  and  to  pass  a life  of  quiet  among 
ihe  neighbors  and  friends  in  whose  esteem  he 
has  so  high  a standing. 


m 


9 \V.  SMITH,  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Leipsic  Free  Press,  is  a son 


of  John  and  Mary  lane  (Boylan) 
Smith.  John  Smith  was  a son  of 
Nimrod  and  Mar}  (Sauer)  Smith,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Hancock  count}  , 
where  he  died,  his  death  being  caused  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  a gun,  from  which  he 
was  trying  to  extract  the  ball.  Nimrod  Smith 
was  one  of  the  true  pioneers  of  his  day,  and 
was  very  fond  of  hunting,  combining  in  him- 
self the  two  spirits  that  paved  the  way  for  the 
settlement  and  civilization  of  this  country  — 
that  which  cleared  the  land  of  its  surplus  tim- 
ber and  the  other  which  destroyed  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  forest. 

John  Smith,  the  father  of  \Y.  W.  Smith, 
was  born  November  19,  1826,  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  reared  a farmer,  and  in  1859 
settled  on  120  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard 
township,  Putnam  county,  near  Gilboa,  in 
w hich  latter  place  he  now  resides,  having  re- 
tired from  active  business  life.  John  Smith 
was  married  twice — first,  June  14,  1849,  to 
Miss  Jane  Boylan,  who  died  August  28,18151; 
to  them  were  born  two  children, viz:  MaroaJ., 
wife  of  Irvin  Blair,  of  Hubbard,  Iowa,  and  \V 
\V.,  tile  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Susan  Farver,  to  whom  he  was 
married  May  25,  1854.  To  this  marriage 

there  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz: 
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Mary  E.,  born  March  5,  1855,  married  to  a 
Mr.  David  Hoskins,  and  died  September  5, 
1880;  Eugene  F.,  born  February  28,  1857, 
and  died  April  6,  1877;  Clarissa  A.,  born 
December  5,  1858,  and  died  February  26, 

1873;  Benjamin  M.,  born  March  27,  1862, 
and  died  September  25,  1863;  Norris  A.,  born 
March  18,  1864,  and  died  March  31,  1877; 
Cora  M.,  born  January  12,  1867,  and  married 
to  Otto  Harman;  Burton  S.,  born  January  16, 
1870,  and  died  March  29,  1877. 

\Y.  \V.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  April  5,  1850,  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio.  He  moved  with  his  father  to  Putnam 
county  in  1859,  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  His  primary  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools,  and  subsequent!}  he  at- 
tended high  school  at  Findlav,  Ohio,  and  Hei- 
dleberg  college  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  followed  school-teaching  in  his 
count}-,  and  in  1 S 7 8 established  the  Leipsic 
Free  Press,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  and 
in  connection  therewith  he  has  one  of  the  iinest 
equipped  job  printing  offices  to  be  found  any- 
where in  the  county.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is 
a democrat,  and  in  1894  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Leipsic,  Ohio,  which  office  he 
is  still  filling.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  and 
is  a member  of  Ottawa  chapter  and  council;  he 
is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a Knight  of  Pythias. 
On  August  27,  1874,  lie  married  Miss  Viola 
Baughman,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Jane 
(Boak)  Baughman,  who  settled  in  Van  Buren 
township  in  1835.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  viz:  Civile  L., 
born  August  31,  1878,  and  George  F.,  born 
June  14,  1888.  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  live, 
energetic  members  of  the  democratic  party  in 
his  county,  always  taking  an  active  interest  in 
its  success  and  general  pro-  perity.  Broad 
minded  and  liberal  in  thought,  he  concedes  to 
all  the  qualities  of  honest}  and  integrit}  in 
their  opinions,  whether  the}  agree  or  differ 
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from  him  in  their  conviction.  For  this,  he 
clearly  sees,  which  many  do  not,  is  the  only 
wav  to  have  the  same  qualities  conceded  to 
him.  Occupying  the  position  he  does,  as 
editor  of  a paper,  he  is  in  a position  to  im- 
press this  thought  upon  the  public  mind. 


AMES  HARVEY  ROWER,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  farmers  of  Jackson 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  a man 
possessed  of  many  of  the  noblest  quali- 
ties which  man  can  be  possessed  of,  was  born  in 
this  county,  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  on  July  i.  1850.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Nancy  (Chandler)  Rower,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Franklin  county.  Ohio, 
June  15,  1821,  his  father  being  Christian  F. 
B.  Rower.  (See  sketch  of  Win.  Rower). 

John  Rower  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Frank- 
lin county  and  whenever  an  opportunity  was 
offered  him  he  attended  school;  the  time  was 
thus  passed  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  when  he  married,  March  9,  1847,  Nancy 
Chandler,  a native  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio, 
who  was  born  January  21,  1825,  of  Irish 

parentage.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  moved 
to  Putnam  county,  where  he  owned  some  un- 
cleared land.  There  were  no  railroads  then 
by  which  they  could  travel  in  comfort  to  their 
home;  the  journey  ol  a week  or  more  had  to 
be  made  with  heavy  wagons  and  over  rough 
roads.  The  young  and  hopeful  couple  reached 
their  land,  but  there  was  no  house  to  shelter 
tie  in;  the  husband,  however,  set  resolutely  to 
work  to  build  a small  cabin  and  clear  a small 
place  around  it.  He  continued  to  clear  and 
bought  additional  land,  and  soon  had  a good 
tar  n.  Here  four  children  were  born  to  the 
happy  couple:  Elizabeth  M.,  born  January 

30,  1848,  and  died  September  if),  1849;  James 
Harvey,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Lewis  Al- 
lred, deceased  (see  sketch  of  Mary  E Rower), 


John  was  born  in  1854  and  died  the  same  year. 
The  father  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days 
on  this  farm,  which  was  the  result  of  his  own 
honest  toil.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  in  politics  cast  his  vote  with  the 
democrats,  by  whom  he  was  intrusted  with  the 
office  of  township  treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  June  28,  1853.  For  five  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband  the  wife  continued  to 
live  in  Putnam  county;  she  then  returned  to 
her  old  home  in  P'ranklin  county  and  married 
John  Rager,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Alice,  the  deceased  wife  of  Ion  I ) i 1 - 

dine,  and  Edson,  now  living  in  Franklin  county ; 
the  mother  died  September  20,  1886. 

Mr.  Rower,  the  subject  of  tin-  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  given  a schooling  in 
Franklin  county.  When  eighteen  years  ol  age 
he  left  the  parental  roof  determined  to  n old 
his  own  destiny  with  his  own  hands.  For 
three  years  he  worked  in  a grist-mill.  He  then, 
February  9,  1871,  married  Elizabeth,  the 

daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A.  , l'riesner) 
Stuckey,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio, 
of  German  descent,  and  were  living  in  Fair- 
field  county  when  their  daughter,  Eliza!')  tli, 
was  born,  January  30,  1847.  After  tlu  ir  mar- 
riage the  young  couple,  with  bright  prospects 
before  them,  on  February  15,  1871,  moved 
upon  the  farm  where  the  husband  was  horn. 
Only  about  one-half  of  the  farm  had  been 
cleared  by  his  father.  The  son  determined 
that  he  would  out-do  his  father  and  clear  up 
the  remainder.  He  set  to  work  cheerfully, 
and  with  perseverance  he  soon  saw  wide  fields 
of  golden  grain  waving  in  the  sun  where  but  a 
short  time  before  almost  impenetrable  forests 
had  stood.  He  placed  on  his  farm  fine  stock 
and  good  buildings,  and  the  beautiful  and  com- 
fortable home  he  built  in  1873;  he  usw  the 
best  modern  machinerv  to  cultivate  his  land 
and  reap  the  harvest.  The  children  born  to 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rower  were  five  in  number: 
John  A.,  who  died  in  infancy,  P'rank,  who  was 
born  on  March  4,  18 77;  Alice,  whose  bright 
face  first  saw  light  November  27,  1879;  an  in- 
fant, deceased,  born  November  24,  1881,  and 
Emma,  born  April  30,  1885.  Mr.  Rower  has 
always  been  identified  with  ever  advantageous 
interest  of  the  neighborhood,  and  has  given 
his  family  all  the  comforts  and  advantages  that 
money  could  buy.  Honesty  and  progression 
have  been  his  watchwords,  and  no  man  is 
trusted  or  respected  more  than  he.  He  is  one 
of  Putnam  county’s  most  public-spirited  citi- 
zens, and  while  looking  well  to  his  interests, 
he  still  finds  time  to  help  others,  and  no  really 
doserving  one  goes  from  him  without  aid  of 
some  kind,  either  from  his  well-filled  purse  or 
with  good  advice  and  consolation.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  in 
political  life  he  is  an  active  worker  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  democratic  party . He  has  been 
intrusted  with  the  office  of  township  trustee 
for  six  years,  was  land  appraiser  in  1890,  and 
is  now  justice  of  the  peace;  other  minor  offices 
have  also  been  held  by  him.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F. 


ACOB  SMITH,  Jr. — The  potentiality 
of  the  individual  in  any  specific  case  is 
to  be  shown,  no  matter  in  what  line  of 
effort  he  directs  his  endeavors — whether 
it  be  m the  electrical  field  or  commerce  where 
compet’tion  is  rife,  in  the  councils  of  the  state 
or  nation,  where  are  directed  the  policies 
which  concern  the  public  interests,  or  in  the 
quieter  province  which  has  to  do  with  regain- 
ing from  mother  nature  the  benefices  she  has 
in  store —there  is  certain  to  be  a measure  of 
success  attained  if  the  effoi  ts  be  consecutive 
and  ' amest. 

1 In  subject  of  this  sketch  is  recognized  as 

27 


one  of  the  most  prominent,  progressive  and 
prosperous  farmers  of  Union  township,  and  it 
is  with  satisfaction  that  we  accord  him  repre- 
sentation in  this  work.  He  was  born  in  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  February  16,  [840,  being  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Meyers)  Smith,  to  whom 
more  definite  reference  is  made  in  the  biog- 
raphy of  our  subject’s  brother,  Joseph  Smith, 
appearing  on  an  another  page  in  this  volume. 
He  was  a child  of  two  and  a half  years,  when, 
in  1842,  his  parents  moved  to  Putnam  county, 
where  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  His  fathei 
had  purchased  an  unreclaimed  tract  of  land, 
and  in  his  youth  our  subject  assisted  in  th< 
work  of  clearing  away  the  timber  and  bring- 
ing the  farm  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  the  3rd  of  February,  1870,  Mr.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Bcrnidina  Rieamann, 
daughter  of  John  and  Clara  Rieamann,  and  to 
this  marriage  have  been  born  five  children: 
Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Osterhage,  of  Kalida, 
Charles,  born  December  25,  1879,  at  home; 
Lewis,  born  August  27,  1881;  Clara,  born 
May  27,  1884;  and  Nora,  born  April  14,  1888. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Greens 
burg  township,  this  county,  on  the  22d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  and  her  parents  are  still  residents 
of  this  township. 

For  two  and  one-half  years  after  his  mar 
riage,  Mr.  Smith  continued  to  reside  on  the 
parental  homestead,  and  then  removed  to  tin 
place  where  he  now  lives,  the  same  being  con- 
tiguous to  the  old  home  farm  At  the  time  he 
assumed  possession  of  this  place  it  was  but 
partially  cleared,  and  until  1885  the  family 
maintained  their  abode  in  a primitive  log-cabin. 
Prosperity  crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Smith, 
and  in  the  year  noted  he  gave  a tangible  evi- 
dence of  this  by  the  erection  of  his  present 
handsome  and  commodious  residence,  which  is 
of  modern  architectural  design  and  which  af- 
fords a home  where  they  enjoy  the  comforts  and 
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manv  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  The  entire  family 
are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Although  a supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
democratic  party,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  averse 
to  holding  public  office,  though  for  some  time 
he  served  efficiently  as  township  supervisor. 
Though  repeatedly  urged  to  become  a candi- 
date for  offices  of  public  trust,  he  has  invariably 
declined.  He  has  attained  a position  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  the  county,  being  one 
of  its  most  prosperous  agriculturists  and  one 
who  holds  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  recognize  his  sterling  worth  of  character. 


OSEPH  SMITH,  who  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Meyers)  Smith, 
and  was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  on  the  29th 
of  June,  1842.  He  traces  his  lineage  to  stanch 
old  German  stock,  his  father  been  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  the  19th  of 
March,  1806,  the  son  of  Nicholas  Smith,  a 
farmer  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic church.  He  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
Joseph,  Anthony,  Frank,  Christina,  Mary 
and  Mina. 

Jacob  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  a farm  in  his  native  fatherland,  and 
there  received  his  education  and  eventfully  ac- 
quired the  trades  of  marble-cutter  and  brick- 
mason.  His  ambition  finally  overstepped  the 
limitations  which  were  set  in  his  native  land, 
and,  in  1836,  he  emigrated  to  America  and 
located  at  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Three  years  later 
he  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  married 
estate,  by  taking  unto  himself  a wife  in  the 
person  of  Mary  Meyers,  daughter  of  Martin. 
She  was  born  in  Switzerland,  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1815,  and  while  she  was  still  very 
young  her  parents  died,  and  in  1837  she  came 


to  America,  and  two  y'ears  latter  married  Jacob 
Smith.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Union  township, 
Putnam  county;  Joseph,  to  whom  this  memoir 
is  dedicated;  Mary,  wife  of  Jacob  Lobenthal,  a 
prominent  lumber  dealer  of  Henry  county.; 
and  one  daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  After 
his  marriage  Jacob  Smith  was  engaged  in  work- 
ing at  his  trade,  and  in  connection  with  this 
carried  on  farming  operations.  His  advent  in 
Putnam  county  dates  back  to  November  1, 
1842,  and  upon  his  arrival  here  he  settled  in 
Union  township,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres 
of  government  land,  which  he  reclaimed  and 
improved  and  brought  into  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. The  old  homestead  now  figures  as 
the  home  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  From 
that  early  time,  when  he  essayed  the  subduing 
of  the  wilderness,  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  18,  1891,  Jacob  Smith 
continued  to  be  identified  with  the  agricult  - al 
interests  of  Putnam  county,  and  was  a man 
whose  correct  methods  and  absolute  probity 
gained  and  retained  to  him  the  good  will  and 
confidence  of  the  community.  In  his  political 
proclivities  he  was  a stanch  democrat,  and  re- 
ligously  was  a devout  member  of  the  Glandorf 
Catholic  church,  as  is  also  his  estimable  widow, 
who  now  retains  her  home  with  our  subject. 

Joseph  Smith  was  reared  to  the  free  and 
independent  life  of  a farmer  and  was  afforded 
such  educational  advantages  as  could  be  se- 
cured in  the  public  schools  of  the  county. 
February  18,  1873,  occurred  his  marriage  to 
Theresia  Kahle,  daughter  of  John  Frank  and 
Delia  Bcrnidina  (Wilberdcan)  Kahle,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  in  the  year 
1802,  being  reared  and  educated  at  Glandorf, 
and  coining  to  America  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  years.  He  located  in  Grecnsburg  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he  entered 
a section  of  government  land,  reclaimed  hr 
same  and  evolved  productive  fields.  He  was 
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twice  married,  tire  maiden  name  of  his  first 
wife  having  been  Jane  Meyer,  and  she  bore  him 
one  son,  Gustavus,  who  died  while  in  service 
during  the  late  war.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Kahle  married  Delia  B.  Wilber- 
dean,  daughter  of  George  Wilberdean,  and  of 
the  offspring  of  this  union  seven  children  are. 
still  living:  Delia,  wife  of.  William  Mo  ugh; 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Steckshulte;  Frank, 
a farmer  of  Greensburg  township;  Theresia, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Ignatius,  a banker  of  Ot- 
tawa; Paulina,  wife  of  Henry  Recker,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  John  Schroeder,  of  Greensburg 
township.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Smith  was 
born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1 8 1 6,  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  located 
in  Jennings,  township,  Union  county,  where 
she  was  .eventually  married.  She  died  Jan- 
uary 31,  1890,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Mr. 
Kahle  was  a democrat  in  politics  and  held 
many  important  offices  of  public  trust  in  the 
gift  of  his  party.  His  death  occurred  in  April, 
1876.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  six  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  viz:  Mary,  January  9, 

1874;  Bernidina,  August  2,  1876;  Helena, 

February  1,  1880;  Pauline,  deceased  in  in- 
fancy; Molly,  born  April  17,  1884;  Frances, 
July  12,  1887.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in 

Greensburg  township,  Putnam  county,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1853,  and  was  here  reared  and 
educated;  she  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  are  communicants  of  the  Glandorf 
Catholic  church.  The  town  of  Glandorf  was 
named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Smith’s  father,  who 
was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men 
(ff  this  county. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on 
his  old  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Seven  years  ago  he  erected  a commodious  and 
attractive  residence  which  is  fitted  with  those 
modern  improvements  and  accessories  which 
contribute  so  much  to  the  comfort  of  life.  The 
beautilul  home  is  one  notable  lor  its  hospital- 


ity and  is  a favorite  resort  for  parties  made  up 
of  representatives  of  the  best  families  of  Kalida 
and  other  towns  of  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Smith  is 
a stalwart  democrat,  is  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  resi- 
dents of  this  section  of  the  county. 


ALATHIEL  L.  SMITH  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  prosperous  men  of 
Putnam  county,  and  owns  a fine  farm 
of  200  acres  in  Monroe  township.  His 
paternal  ancestry  traces  back  to  Scotch  origin, 
while  on  the  maternal  side  his  lineage  is  Ger- 
man. His  grandfather,  Robert  Smith  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  in  the  year  1810,  being 
still  a young  man  and  unmarried.  He  first 
settled  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  some 
years  later  married  Elizabeth  Little,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  after  this  event  they  lived  in  that 
state  a few  years  and  then  removed  to  Harri- 
son county,  Ohio,  and  later  to  Tuscarawas 
county,  being  among  the  earl)  and  honored 
pioneers  of  the  state.  Their  children  were 
Mary.,  Adam,  John,  Leonard,  Robert,  Harvey, 
and  David,  who  met  his  death  in  the-  late  war 
of  the  rebellion.  The  parents  were  Meth- 
odists in  religion  and  both  died  in  Tuscarawas 
county. 

Adam  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  in  June,  1821  ; 
he  married  Margaret  Shouse,  who  was  born  in 
Carroll  county,  October  20,  1820.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  Harrison  county,  later 
moved  to  Decatur  county,  lnd.,  finally  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  took  up  their  abode  in 
Tuscarawas  county.  In  i860  they  came  to  Put- 
nam county  and  settled  in  Monroe  township, 
where,  in  the  primitive  wilderness,  they  pur- 
chased a farm  of  eighty  acres,  end  prepared  to 
make  for  themselves  a home  W ild  game  was 
plentiful,  but  settlers  were  few  and  far  between. 
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Mr.  Smith  was  compelled  to  cut  away  the 
timber  before  he  could  find  sufficient  space  to 
erect  his  modest  log  cabin,  and  it  is  needless 
to  say  that  the  little  pioneer  family  had  to  en- 
counter all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  life 
on  the  frontier.  Mr.  Smith  was  a stanch  re- 
publican in  politics  after  the  war  issue  came 
up,  and  was  an  ardent  anti-slavery  man.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  charter 
members  of  the  first  organization  of  that  de- 
nomination in  Monroe  township.  They  were 
honest,  industrious  and  God-fearing  people, 
who  endeavored  to  rear  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters to  lives  of  honor  and  usefulness.  Mr. 
Smith  was  chaplain  in  the  grange  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  November,  1880,  and  his 
widow,  who  has  now  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  still  retains  her  home 
on  the  old  homestead,  being  vigorous  in  both 
mind  and  body.  Adam  Smith  was  one  of  the 
most  honored  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  was 
well  known  all  over  this  portion  of  the  county. 
Of  the  children,  Sylvester  died  about  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  having  seen  a brief  service  in 
the  late  war;  Mary  E.  died  at  about  the  age 
of  fourteen;  Commodore;  Salathiel  L. ; Arthur 
T.,  Lettie  J.,  wife  of  Conrad  Dennis;  Lorenzo 
and  Sanford  (twins),  concerning  w hom  individ- 
ual mention  is  made  on  another  page;  Madison 
J.  D.  and  Edson,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

S.  L.  Smith,  our  subject,  was  born  in  De- 
catur county,  Ind.,  February  25,  1852,  and 
was  reared  to  farming.  He  aided  in  clearing 
his  father's  farm,  and  also  his  own.  In  his 
youth  educational  advantages  were  limited, 
but  he  availed  himself  of  such  opportunities  as 
were  offered,  and  to-day  he  is  a man  of  broad 
general  information.  May  19,  1881,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ellen  Lanes,  who  w'as 
born  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  August  13, 
1863,  a daughter  of  Wilkins  and  Mary  E. 
(Tucker)  Runes.  Her  parents  were  married 


in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  after  a few  years 
they  removed  to  Defiance  county,  where  they 
resided  for  several  years,  and  then  took  up  their 
abode  in  Putnam  county,  this  being  in  the 
year  1862;  the  father  became  the  owner  of 
an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Monroe  towmship, 
and  this  he  brought  into  effective  cultivation. 
In  politics  he  was  a democrat  and  held  a num- 
ber of  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  party.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  tin 
Christian  church,  in  which  he  was  a deacon 
for  many  years.  Their  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Lemuel,  William  IT,  Eii 'abeth, 

Theopilus,  John,  James,  Sarah  (wife  of  Henry 
Sanford),  Ellen  (wife  of  subject),  M Cather- 
ine (wife  of  John  Spencer),  Rebecca  (wife  of 
Harry  Hartone),  Joseph  and  Daniel.  Our  sub- 
ject’s children  in  order  of  birth  are:  Delbert 

Elva  J.,  Zella  (deceased),  Letha  and  Zelma. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Smith  settled  on  a 
part  of  his  present  farm,  his  possessions  in  the 
township  now  comprising  an  area  of  200  acres, 
of  which  120  acres  are  cleared  and  in  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  the  place  being  well 
ecpiipped  with  permanent  improvements  in  th- 
way  of  substantial  buildings,  which  on;  subject 
has  himself  erected,  while  on  the  farm  is  kept 
a fine  grade  of  live  stock. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  republican  and  has 
been  trustee  of  his  township  on  three  different 
occasions.  He  has  also  served  as  township 
treasurer,  having  maintained  a livel)  interest 
in  political  affairs  of  a local  nature.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a zealous  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  most  sue 
cessful  farmers  and  most  extensive  land  own- 
ers in  the  township,  and  his  success  is  partic- 
ularly grateful  to  note,  from  the  fact  that  he  is 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having  gained 
his  marked  degree  of  success  largelv  through 
his  own  efforts,  with  the  faithful  aid  and  en- 
couragement of  his  devoted  wife.  lie  is  oik 
I of  the  most  highly  honored  and  most  intluen- 
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tial  men  of  this  section  of  the  county  and  is 
well  entitled  to  a full  representation  in  this 
connection. 


LORENZO  and  SANFORD  SMITH. 
— It  is  with  a feeling  of  distinctive 
gratification  that  the  publishers  refer 
in  this  work  to  the  life  history  of  two 
brothers,  who  are  unmistakably  to  be  numbered 
among  the  prominent,  and  influential  farmers 
of  Putnam  county,  and  whose  ancestral  his- 
tory has  been  one  of  intimate  identification 
with  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  annals  of  this 
state — touching  the  period  when  were  essayed 
the  initial  steps  in  reclaiming  this  now  favored 
section  from  the  sylvan  wilds  which  character- 
ized the  locality  in  the  pioneer  days.  Robert 
Smith,  grandfather  of  our  subjects,  was  a 
native  cf  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  in  company  with  his  brother  William. 
They  were  still  young  men  at  the  time  of  their 
leaving  their  native  land,  and  were  unmarried, 
and  upon  arriving  here  they  settled  in  Somer- 
set county,  Pa.,  and  there  engaged  in  work  at 
the  tailor’s  trade.  Robert  Smith  married 
Elizabeth  Little,  a native  of  that  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Little.  They 
remained  in  Pennsylvania  until  the  family 
circle  had  been  brightened  by  the  appearance 
of  three  children,  when,  in  1826,  they  removed 
to  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  subsequently  taking 
up  their  abode  in  Tuscarawas  county,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  In 
his  politics  Robert  Smith  was  an  old-line  whig, 
and  in  their  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were 
stanch  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Their  children  in  order  of  birth  were  as  follows: 
Adam,  Leonard,  Mary  A.,  Thomas,  John, 
Robert  lb,  Harvey  and  David. 

Adam  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subjects, 
was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  June  26, 
1821,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 


removal  to  the  Buckeye  state.  He  was  reared 
to  maturity  on  a farm  and  is  his  later  life 
he  never  severed  his  allegiance  to  this  im- 
portant and  honorable  line  of  industry.  His 
education  was  such  as  was  afforded  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  place  and  period,  and 
and  he  was  but  a small  boy  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Ohio.  - Later  he  removed  with  them 
to  Carroll  county,  where,  in  the  year  1844,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Shouse, 
who  was  born  in  that  county,  on  the  3rd  of 
October,  1820,  the  daughter  of  Barnard  and 
Rachael  (Palmer)  Shouse;  the  former  of  whom 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Carroll  county  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  teaching  until  his  eldest  grandchild 
had  attained  sufficient  age  to  come  to  him  for 
instruction.  He  also  became  the  proprietor  of 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  suc- 
cessfully. In  politics  he  was  an  old-line  whig 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Theyr  eventually  moved 
to  Decatur  county,  Ind.,  and  there  remained 
until  their  death.  The  children  of  Adam  and 
Margaret  Smith  are  as  follows:  Sylvester,  de- 
ceased; Mary  E.,  deceased;  William  C. ; Sala- 
thiel  L. ; Arthur  L. ; Lettie  J.,  wife  of  J.  C.  M. 
Doenges;  Lorenzo  and  Sanford  (twins);  Madi- 
son S.  and  EdsonE.,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  resided  in  Carroll  county  two  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Tuscarawas  county,  where  they 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1859,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county  and  there  remained 
one  year,  after  which,  in  the  spring  of  i860, 
they  removed  to  the  farm  where  our  subjects 
now  reside  and  where  the  venerable  mother 
still  retains  her  home.  At  the  time  of  their 
coming  to  this  place  'the  land  was  a veritable 
wilderness,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  in  the 
family  there  were  nine  small  children,  it  may 
be  imagined  that  strong  hearts  and  willing 
hands  were  demanded  in  providing  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  family,  and  that  there  were 
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many  hardships  and  vicissitudes  to  be  endured. 
They  cleared  up  the  land  and  made  for  them- 
selves a good  home  and  an  honored  name  in 
the  community.  The  old  homestead  comprises 
240  acres,  has  a good  dwelling  house  and  other 
permanent  improvements,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  fertile  and  productive  places  in  this  sec- 
tion. In  his  political  proclivities  Adam  Smith 
was  an  old-line  whig  and  subsequently  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  republican  party.  The 
honored  father,  to  whom  was  extended  the  ut- 
most filial  solicitude,  entered  into  eternal  rest 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1880,  full  of  honors 
and  of  good  works,  and  a devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  of  which  his  estimable 
widow  is  still  a member. 

Lorenzp  and  Sanford  Smith,  who  are  twins, 
were  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  April 
16,  1857,  and  they  were  but  two  years  of  age 
when  their  parents  moved  to  Putnam  county. 
Ever  since  that  early  age  they  have  been  res- 
idents of  Monroe  township  and  have  seen  it 
transformed  from  a wilderness  into  its  present 
feitile  and  productive  condition,  and  have 
themselves  contributed  toward  the  reclaiming 
ol  the  old  home  farm.  They  were  rocked  in  a 
republican  cradle  and  have  never  deviated 
from  the  political  faith  which  was  instilled  in 
their  minds.  They  still  remain  with  their 
mother  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  to- 
gether here  own  120  acres,  and  fort)'  acres  lo- 
cated further  west  in  the  same  township.  They 
are  devoted  to  their  mother  and  to  their  farm- 
ing interests,  and  in  their  efforts  have  been 
duly  successful,  being  numbered  among  the 
progressive  young  men  of  the  township. 


ALPII  G.  SPENCER,  a leading  mer- 
chant of  Kalida,  Ohio,  is  a native  of 
the  place,  born  January  26,  1844,  a 
son  of  Jabez  S.  and  Sarah  (Parker) 
Spencer.  Jabe4  S.  Spencer  was  born  in  Bol- 


ton, Conn.,  May  6,  1806,  a son  of  Jabez  S. 
and  Charlotte  Spencer,  also  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  of  English  descent.  Jabez  S., 
Jr.,  father  of  subject,  was  reared  to  farming, 
was  also  a school-teacher  in  his  native  state 
and  for  two  years  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
in  Findlay,  Ohio.  In  1834  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county  and  entered  a large  tract  of  wood- 
land, which  he  converted  into  a good  home, 
and  also  followed  teaching.  October  26, 
1837,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Parker,  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Deborah  (Couplan)  Parker,  the 
union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
viz:  Selden  M.,  Lorenzo  and  Charlotte  E., 

deceased;  Ralph  G.,  our  subject;  Putnam, 
Jabez,  and  Alvina  A , deceased  Mrs.  Sarah 
Spencer  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  April 
■ 18,  1818,  her  father  having  been  a soldier  in 
! the  war  of  1812  and  a pioneer  of  Knox  county. 
Her  death  took  place  December  19,  1881. 
After  his  marriage,  Jabez  S.  Spencer,  fr.,  was 
elected  county  recorder,  which  office  lie  held 
until  his  death,  July  23,  1853:  he  had  also 
served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  ’>cace, 
and  in  politics  was  a democrat. 

Ralph  G.  Spencer  was  educated  in  tl:  Ka- 

lida schools  and  his  first  employment  was  as  a 
clerk.  April  22,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Fredericka,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Julia  (Dress)  Furnham.  T > this 
union  have  been  born  five  children,  viz:  Ja- 

bez C.,  born  May  1,  1870,  was  educated  to 
business  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  became  dep- 
uty auditor  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  has  been 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  ever  since 
his  twentieth  year,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity;  Pearl,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 3 r , 1872,  is  a leading  worker  in  the 

church  and  Christian  endeavor,  and  is  p ipular 
and  influential  in  the  church  in  which  she 
moves;  Ralph  G.,  born  October  1,  1875,  is  a 
student  at  the  Ohio  State  university ; Frederick, 
born  March  24,  1878,  a book-keeper  in  Mat- 
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thews  A Rice’s  bank,  of  Ottawa,  and  Guido 
was  born  November  6,  1883.  Mrs.  Fredericka 
Spencer  was  born  in  Bremen,  Ohio,  August  1 f, 
1S45;  her  father  was  a native  of  Holland,  and 
was  born  about  1817;  after  doing  the  usual 
four  years’  military  service  he  was  ordained  a 
minister  of  the  Lutheran  church;  to  his  mar- 
riage with  Julia  Dress,  a native  of  Germany, 
were  born  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living,  viz:  Guido,  a distinguished  physi- 
cian of  New  York  city;  Charles,  a lumber 
dealer  of  Australia,  and  Fredericka,  wife  of 
our  subject;  of  the  deceased,  four  were  named 
Julia,  Minnie,  William  and  John,  and  an  infant, 
who  died  unnamed,  was  the  fifth. 

Rev.  William  Furnham  came  to  America 
in  1829,  and  accepted  a charge  at  Springfield, 
Ohio;. he  was  then  stationed  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
until  1841,  and  then  at  Bremen,  Ohio;  seven 
years  later  he  was  transferred  to  Fort  Jennings, 
Putnam  county,  where  he  did  good  and  faith- 
ful ministerial  work  until  his  death,  a year 
later,  in  1849.  His  wife  was  also  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  all  the  chil- 
dren were  baptized,  and  in  this  faith  she  died 
in  July,  1855.  Mrs.  Fredericka  Spencer  was 
primarily  educated  in  Kalida,  and  in  1863 
entered  the  Oxford  (Ohio)  Female  institute, 
where  she  passed  two  years;  she  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  her 
children  have  all  been  baptized  in  the  same 
faith. 

Ralph  G.  Spencer,  after  his  marriage, 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  stock  at  Kalida, 
in  addition  to  farming.  In  1871  he  and  his 
brother  Putnam  embarked  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  the  stand  which  they  still  occupy,  and 
which  they  enlarged  in  1878,  their  business 
having  prospered  in  a remarkable  degree.  Mr. 
Spencer  is  not  a member  of  any  church, 
although  he  is  liberal  to  all  churches,  as  well 
as  to  all  enterprises  of  usefulness  and  worth. 
Politically  he  is  a democrat,  and  served  as 


township  treasurer  two  terms  and  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  a number  of  years, 
still  holding  the  position.  He  is  esteemed  as 
an  upright  business  man,  and  as  an  enter- 
prising and  public-spirited  citizen,  whose  gen- 
erosity is  proverbial  and  whose  integrity  has 
never  been  impugned.  Following  is  a brief 
summary  of  the  Spencer  family  in  America. 

William  Spencer  was  in  Cambridge  in 
1631 — one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hatfield, 
Conn. ; was  married  in  England  to  Agnes 

about  1633;  she  afterward  married 

William  Edwards  of  Hatfield,  who  died  in 

1640,  Samuel,  married  Sarah  , who  died 

April  24,  1706;  he  died  in  1716;  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Hepzibah  Church  at  Hatfield,  Si  ptember 
16,  1696.  She  died  September  13,  1745 
He  was  born  in  1668,  died  March  26,  1748; 
Edward,  married  Sarah  Chapman  of  East 
Haddam,  Conn.,  April  8,  17^7;  she  was  born 
Septembers,  1720,  died  September  13,  1786. 
He  was  born  April  29,  1711,  died  March  26, 
1790.  Simeon  Spencer,  of  Bolton,  married 
Abigail  Dart  February  27,  1777;  she  was  born 
December  6,  1757;  he  was  born  August  13, 
1749.  Jabez  Selden,  married  Charlotte  Da) 
November  1 1 , 1 804;  she  was  born  1776,  she  died 
April  30,  1867;  he  was  born  December  27, 
1780;  he  died  September  16,  1865.  Jabez 
Selden  Jr.,  married  Sarah  Parker;  he  was  born 
May  6,  1806,  and  died  July  23,  1853. 


IMROD  SPEAKER,  of  Belmore,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  mer- 
chants in  the  township  of  VanBuren. 
He  was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  March 
21,  1841,  was  reared  a farmer,  was  well  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  in  1857  came 
to  Putnam  county  with  his  parents,  of  whom 
further  mention  will  be  made  a few  lines  be- 
low. In  1 80 1 Nimrod  Speaker,  leaving  the 
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parental  roof,  began  the  practical  business  of 
life  for  himself,  which  afterward  resulted  in  a for- 
tune— self-earned,  but  obtained  not  without 
some  reverses.  He  first  chopped  wood  for  a 
year  atBelniore,  then  contracted  for  cord- wood 
and  timber,  doing  some  of  the  chopping  him- 
self, and  made  some  money,  but  failed  to  save 
it.  In  i <S 0 5 , however,  he  was  married,  and  he 
then  saw  the  necessity  of  hoarding  his  earnings. 

Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Moreland)  Speaker, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  both  natives 
of  the  Buckeye  state,  the  father  being  a 
farmer.  In  1857  Mr.  Speaker  came  to  Put- 
nam count)  with  his  family  and  bought  a farm 
of  eighty  acres,  of  which  a few  acres  were 
partially  cleared  and  improved  with  a log 
cabin  and  log  stable,  but  before  his  death  he 
succeeded  in  converting  the  place  into  a 
splendid  farm  and  comfortable  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Speaker  had  born  to  them  a family 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  five  only  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  as  follows.  David, 
who  died  in  1893;  George,  a farmer  of  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Adam 
Baker,  a farmer  of  Van  Wert  county;  Han- 
nah, married  to  ].  E.  Blauvett,  also  a farmer, 
and  Nimrod,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In 
politics  Mr.  Speaker  was  a democrat  but 
never  aspired  to  office  of  any  kind.  His  death 
took  place  in  1866  and  that  of  his  wife  fol- 
lowed shortly  afterward,  in  the  same  year. 
Both  were  highly  respected  by  their  neighbors 
for  their  morality  and  many  other  good  quali- 
ties. Of  the  Moreland  family  there  are  but 
three  survivors,  viz:  William,  a prominent 

farmer  of  Missouri;  Basil,  a wealthy  attorney 
of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  George,  for  many 
years  a merchant  of  Illinois,  but  now  a farmer. 

Mrs.  Hetty  (Ward)  Speaker,  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
about  the  year  1844,  and  came  to  Ohio,  in 
1847,  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Licking 
county  and  there  soon  afterward  died,  leaving 


their  daughter  Hetty  to  be  reared  by  an  uncle. 
She  and  our  subject  were  school -children  to- 
gether, and  when  Nimrod  was  old  enough  he 
left  his  business  in  Putnam  county,  in  1865, 
and  returned  to  Licking  county  to  claim  his 
bride,  who  has  since  been  his  faithful  com- 
panion and  helpmate.  To  this  happy  union 
have  been  born  seven  children  of  whom  two 
died  young,  unnamed;  George  lived  to  be 
nineteen  years  old;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Alvan 
Hook;  and  John  B.,  Harvey  and  William  are 
still  at  home  with  their  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Nimrod  Speaker  con- 
tinued in  the  wood  and  timber  contracting 
business  until  1869,  when  he  bought  a stock 
of  merchandise  in  Belmore,  going  considerably 
in  debt  for  his  purchase—  -not,  however,  en- 
tirely relinquishing  his  wood  and  timber  spec- 
ulation, in  which  he  had  started  with  a capital 
of  one  ax,  a strong  arm  and  a determined 
spirit.  In  the  earlier  days,  when  timber  was 
plentiful  and  sales  unlimited,  he  made  mon  'y 
taking  large  contracts  from  the  railroad  com- 
pany and  others,  but  since  1892,  timber  being 
exhausted  from  the  many  acres  he  had  con- 
tracted to  clear,  his  business  in  that  line  has 
been  quite  limited.  After  conducting  his  mer- 
cantile work  for  a short  time  he  became 
alarmed  at  the  amount  of  debt  he  had  incur- 
red, and,  although  he  knew  he  was  doing  well, 
sold  out  in  order  to  save  any  tarnish  of  his 
business  reputation.  Soon  after  his  transfer 
he  purchased  another  mercantile  establishment 
“in  lump,”  and  from  the  trade  made  consid- 
erable money,  which  fact  renewed  his  confi- 
dence in  himself  as  a merchant,  and  he  has 
since  followed  this  vocation  with  most  satis- 
factory results.  Notwithstanding  that  he  has 
met  with  many  mishaps  such  as  having  his 
store  twice  destroyed  by  fire  and  being  covered 
with  but  limited  insuiara  , and  the  loss  of 
money  through  going  security  for  others  (one 
man  alone  having  mulcted  him  for  $ 1 2,000  he 
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now  owns  a fine  two-story  frame  business  block, 
the  upper  part  of  which  is  occupied  as  a hall 
for  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  attached  to  which 
he  has  his  residence.  His  stock  of  merchan- 
dise reaches  $12,000  in  value,  and  his  annual 
.sales  average  from  $16,000  to  $20,000.  He 
is  also  the  owner  of  four  good  farms,  and  is 
aPogether  well  to  do,  his  fortune  resulting 
from  his  own  enterprise  and  self-exertion.' 
Until  1892  he  handled  most  of  the  grain  dis- 
posed of  at  Belmore — an  elevator  having  been 
erected  by  another  firm — but  since  that  date  i 
lie  has  gradually  worked  out  of  the  grain  trade. 
His  trade  >n  town  property  has,  through  his 
good  judgment,  resulted  profitably  and  netted 
him  a neat  little  sum.  In  politics  Mr.  Speaker  j 
has  always  been  an  active  democrat.  He  has  I 
taken  an  interest  in  public  affairs  through  a j 
sense  of  duty  as  a citizen,  but  has  never  been  j 
an  office  seeker  through  a desire  to  reap  any  i 
emolument  attached  to  public  office,  yet  he 
has  served  several  terms  as  township  treas- 
urer and  also  as  clerk  of  the  township,  as  well 
as  in  some  of  the  minor  offices.  Mrs.  Speaker 
is  a member  of  the  Evangelical  church  asso- 
ciation, and  the  family  stands  among  the  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  Van  Buren  town- 
ship, Mr.  Speaker  being  especially  esteemed 
for  his  business  integrity,  his  urbanity  and  his 
genuine  interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  has  lived  for  so 
many  years  and  in  which  he  has  reared  his  re- 
spected family. 


HDAM  SMITH,  a prominent  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Pleasant  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of 
Franklin  county  and  was  born  July 
1 25,  1840.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  lost 

his  father,  but  continued  to  live  on  the  farm 
| with  his  w idowed  mother  until  he  was  nineteen 
j years  old.  when  he  hired  out  as  a farm  hand, 
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continuing  as  such  for  about  six  years  in  all. 
About  this  time,  in  1862,  he  volunteered  in 
company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Ohio 
infantry,  for  three  years,  but  on  examination, 
three  months  later,  failed  to  pass  muster  and 
was  discharged.  He  then  again  found  employ- 
ment by  the  month  at  good  wages  for  two 
years,  but  during-  this  interval,  in  1863,  was 
married  and  made  his  home  on  lbs  portion  of 
the  home  farm,  adding  to  his  original  share 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  110  acres;  in 
1872  he  sold  this  property  and  came  to  Put- 
nam county  and  bought  160  acres  of  the  tract 
on  which  he  still  lives,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  161  acres.  The  land  was  all  wild  at 
the  time  of  the  original  purchase,  improved 
with  a small  box  house  only;  to-day  it  is  all 
cleared  excepting  three  acres,  is  ditched  and 
tiled,  is  under  cultivation,  and  improved  with 
a tasty  two-story  frame  dwelling,  substantial 
barn,  commodious  cattle  sheds  and  other  out- 
buildings, all  supplied  with  water  through  the 
agency  of  a wind-mill — making  the  place  one 
of  the  most  desirable  pieces  of  property  in  the 
county.  All  this  has  been  acquired  through 
the  practical  financiering  and  industrious  habits 
of  the  owner,  his  only  capital  at  the  start  hav- 
ing been  his  interest  of  thirty-two  acres  in  the 
old  homestead. 

Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  a democrat  in 
politics,  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  township 
offices,  but  has  never  sought  political  recog- 
nition. He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  at  great  expense  to 
himself  secured  the  erection  of  the  school-house 
on  the  land  adjoining  his  farm.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  wide- 
awake men  of  the  township  and  stands  at  the 
head  of  its  financially  sound  citizens.  He  is 
public  spirited  in  the  extreme,  and  always  leads 
the  lists  of  contributions  to  charitable  objects 
and  heads  all  movements  for  tlm  public  good. 
His  contributions  to  church  a>d  are  a1  ways 


V 


. , .1  - » t i 

. i,  v ! • 


1 '•  E »c  J!':l 


: , ..  ' • ' ■ - - '•* 


, . 


••••  i • 


! i \ 

i •• 

> 

- 

‘ if  < : . . K:'U  '■.) r :>  r wO’i  I 

, r.  I ■ t L . X'  t:  JR 


522 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


liberal,  and  public  enterprises  of  merit  invari- 
ably find  in  him  a ready  supporter — his  stock 
even  in  the  P.,  A.  & W.  R.  R.  now  amounting 
to  $500,  and  he  has  also  subscribed  $50  to  the 
Lima  Northern,  now  in  course  of  construction. 

Mr.  Smith  was  first  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Dillaine,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dillaine,  of  Ohio, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children — 
Anna,  wife  of  Joseph  Sherrick  and  mother  of 
two  children,  and  Cora,  wife  of  Henry  Wilder- 
muth,  of  Franklin  county.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  May  23,  1867,  a member 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  took  place,  in  1868, 
with  Miss  Susan  McKelva,  daughter  of  James 
McKelva,  a tailor  of  Canal  Winchester,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  November  7,  1892,  the  father 
of  six  children,  viz:  Susan,  Emma  and  Matilda, 
by  a first  marriage,  and  James,  Oliver  and 
George  b)  a second  marriage.  To  the  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  have  been  born  ten 
children,  in  the  following  order — William,  yet 
at  home;  Edward,  married  and  settled  down 
to  farming;  James,  Lena  M.,  George  and 
Estella,  also  at  home;  Oliver  E.,  died  young; 
Mary,  Zoe  and  Adam,  all  three  at  home. 

William  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
Adam  Smith,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  was  a 
tanner  by  trade,  and  came  to  Ohio  when 
Chillicothe  was  the  capital  of  the  state.  He 
secured  a contract  for  building  a portion  of  the 
Ohio  & Erie  canal,  and  after  finishing  his  con- 
tract settled  down  to  farming.  He  was  first 
married,  in  Ohio,  to  Christina  Schoonover, 
who  bore  him  five  children,  named  Abram, 
Isaac,  William,  Mary  and  Eve.  His  second 
marriage  was  with  Jane  Hanover,  daughter  of 
John  Hanover,  a Baptist  minister  of  Ohio,  and 
to  this  union  were  also  born  five  children,  viz: 
John,  who  after  marriage  was  thrown  from  a 
horse  and  killed;  Sarah,  wife  of  Amos  Funk, 
of  Martinsburg;  Christina,  and  Jackson,  who 
is  now  a neighbor  of  Adam,  our  sub'ect. 


William  Smith,  the  father  of  these  two  fami- 
lies, was  well  and  favorably  known  in  Franklin 
county,  Ohio.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat, 
and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  church,  in  which  faith  he  died,  in  1848. 
John  Hanover,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a minister  in  the  Baptist 
church,  and  also  died  in  1848.  Adam  Smith, 
our  subject,  can  never  be  sufficiently  com- 
mended by  the  people  of  Pleasant  township 
for  the  good  he  has  done,  but  it  may  be  hoped 
that  many  will  yet  emulate  his  noble  acts. 


FORGE  W.  SROUFE,  a prosperous 
and  thrifty  farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, was  born  near  Kalida,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  January  7,  184c  a son 
of  George  and  Catherine  (Ay*  rs)  Sroufe,  men- 
tion of  whom  is  made  close  at  hand.  eorge 
Sroufe  was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio, 
January  11,  1813,  a son  of  David  r-’oufe, 
whose  wife,  Rebecca,  was  a native  of  Maine. 
The  great-grandfathe.  of  our  subject  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  with  two 
of  his  sons  was  also  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  George  Sroufe  was  reared  a farmer  in 
Champaign  county,  until  1830,  when  became 
to  Dupont,  Putnam  county,  with  a brother, 
and  here  entered  a tract  of  uncleared  land, 
but  spent  two  years  traveling  in  the  west,  then 
returned  to  Putnam  county,  cleared  up  a gootl 
farm  on  his  tract,  and  in  1844  manic  ' Cath- 
erine Ayers,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Ayers,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Peter  Alstetter,  a 'inner 
and  saw-mill  operator,  Columbus  Grove.  Mrs. 
Catherine  Sroufe  was  born  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  about  1826,  was  of  German 
I descent  paternally,  ’ ; s a Baptist  in  • Hgion 
! and  died  in  that  fauh  June  10,  1861.  After 
I his  marriage  George  *■  roufe  lived  on  the  banks 
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of  the  Ottawa  river,  in  Union  township,  for 
three  years,  and  then  bought  a tract  of  un- 
cleared woodland  in  Greensburg  township,  on 
which  he  lived  until  1855,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Union  township,  bought  a farm 
on  which  he  lived  two  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  farm  in  Jackson  township,  now 
occupied  by  our  subject,  on  which  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Decem- 
ber 17,  1881.  He  was  a democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  had  filled  the  offices  of  township  treas- 
urer and  township  trustee  for  many  years,  and 
was  a highly  respected  citizen.  John  Ayers, 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  had  born 
to  him  the  following  family:  James,  of  Colo- 

rado; Catherine,  mother  of  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, deceased;  Dr.  John,  of  Paulding  county, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Margaret  Turner,  of  Columbus 
Grove;  Henry,  of  Ottawa,  and  Mrs.  Amanda 
Adams,  deceased. 

George  W.  Sroufe,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
Putnam  county,  and  on  November  3,  1873, 
married  Miss  Emily  J.  Allgire,  who  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  Putnam  county,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1857,  a daughter  of  Joshua  and  La- 
vina  (Eyler)  Allgire  (now  Dicus),  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  eight  children,  viz:  La- 
vina,  wife  of  Frank  Almire,  a carpenter  of 
Fort  Jennings;  George  Harvey,  farming  on  the 
home  place;  Francis  Marion,  William  A., 
Florence  Lillian,  Mary  Cleveland,  Maggie 
May  and  Sarah  Amanda.  Prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, Mrs.  Sroufe  had  lived  twelve  years  in 
Illinois,  and  on  her  return  to  Ohio  lived  in 
Willshire,  Van  Wert  county,  where  she  was 
married  to  our  subject.  Previous  to  this  mar- 
riage, our  subject  had  for  sixteen  years  kepi 
house  with  his  father,  and  was  his  associate  in 
this,  domestic  arrangement  at  the  time  of  tin* 
latter’s  death  and  after  his  marriage  this  same 
abode  became  and  continues  to  be  the  home 
of  himself,  wife  and  children.  In  politics  Mr 


Sroufe  is  a democrat,  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  consecutive  term  as  township  trustee, 
having  also  served  in  the  same  office  .->everal 
years  ago;  for  four  terms  he  also  held  the  of- 
fice of  township  assessor,  and  m both  positions 
gave  and  gives  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  to 
his  constiuents  and  to  the  public  in  general. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sroufe  are  devout  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  and  their  daily 
walk  through  life  is  in  strict  conformity  with 
its  teachings.  Since  his  youth  Mr.  Sroufe  has 
been  interested  in  the  agricultural  pursuits  of 
Putnam  county,  and  few  stand  as  well  as  he 
in  the  eyes  of  the  community  both  as  a farmer 
and  citizen,  and  fewer  families  are  more  widely 
and  favorably  known  than  that  of  the  Sroufes. 


ARVEY  SROUFE,  farmer  and  old 
settler  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  David  and 
Rebecca  (Townsend)  Sroufe,  and  was 
born  in  Yellow  Springs,  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
October  26,  1811.  The  father,  David  Sroufe, 
was  a native  of  Kentucky  and  vas  born  near 
Lexington  September  23,  1786,  a son  of  Se- 
bastian and  Agnes  (Owens)  Sroufe,  the  former 
a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Ireland. 
Sebastian  Sroufe  w'as  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America;  at  the  point  of  dis- 
embarkation, Philadelphia,  he  was  “sold,”  or, 
rather,  apprenticed,  for  his  passage  money  to  a 
shoemaker;  February  r,  1 760,  he  married 
Agnes  Owens;  he  later  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  then  settled  in  the  Red  Stone 
country,  Ky.,  where  he  was  a slave-holder  and 
farmer  for  a number  of  years,  he  then  brought 
his  family  to  Greene  county,  Ohio,  entered  a 
section  of  land  for  his  children,  and  conunued 
to  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1826.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  in 
religion  a Presbyterian.  His  children  were 
fifteen  in  number,  and  of  the^e  his  son  Ghrist- 
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opher  was  a captain  in  the  war  of  1812; 
David,  George,  Sebastian  and  three  other 
sons,  also  took  part  in  the  same  struggle,  and 
even  the  old  gentleman,  Sebastian  himself, 
made  an  effort  to  reach  the  front,  but  found 
himself  too  feeble. 

David  Sroufe  was  reared  on  the  old  Ken- 
tucky plantation,  and  about  1809  married  Re- 
becca Townsend,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Edgecomb) 
Townsend,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight 
children,  viz:  Harvey,  whose  name  opens 

this  sketch;  George,  Mrs.  Lavina  Miller,  Ma- 
tilda, Mrs.  Marilla  Barker,  |ohn,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Groves,  all  seven  deceased,  and  Hannah, 
the  last,  residing  with  our  subject.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  the  spot  where  Cincinnati 
stands,  after  the  Revolutionary  war  had  ceased, 
but  at  that  time  woods  only  were  to  be  seen  in 
the  neighborhood.  After  marriage,  David  and 
Rebecca  Sroufe  located  in  Greene  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  1829  came  to  Putnam  countv,  lo- 
cated at  Dupont,  where  he  entered  land  on 
which  he  resided  four  years,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  on  Ottawa  river,  Union  township,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying 
January  23,  1853,  a member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  and  a democrat  in 
politics.  His  widow  survived  until  August  7, 
1879,  when  she  died  in  the  Baptist  faith. 

Harvey  Sroufe  remained  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father,  in  order  to  care  for  him,  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  place  in  Union  township,  which 
was  then  uncleared,  but  which  Mr.  Sroufe  has 
converted  hdo  one  of  the  most  productive  and 
attractive  farms  in  the  township.  He  is  a dem- 
ocrat in  politics  and  has  held  several  offices, 
and  for  thirty  years  has  been  one  of  the  most 
active  and  ardent  members  adhering  to  the 
Christian  Union  church.  He  has  n<*ver  mar- 
ried, and  at  present  'us  youngest  -ister  and 
iuT  son  reside  with  him.  This  ladv.  Hannah 


Sroufe,  was  born  in  Champaign  county  Ohio, 
February  [5,  1828,  and  in  18;  5 was  married 
to  Adam  Sroufe,  who  died  in  1862,  leaving  one 
child,  Abraham  Townsend  Sroufe,  who  was 
born  September  14,  1857,  and  who  is  a dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  of  the  Iipworth  league, 
and  a most  useful  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
Harvey  Sroufe,  himself,  although  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  still  takes  great  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  township  and  county  and  in  the 
well  being  of  his  neighbors,  whose  respect  he 
enjoys  and  by  whom  he  is  honored  for  his 
many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Ref- 
erence may  be  made  also  to  the  sketch  of  G. 
W.  Sroufe,  of  Jackson  township.) 


ISAAC  STALEY,  mayor  of  Dupont, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  om-  the 
foremost  citizens  of  Peri}  township,  as 
well  as  of  the  county,  was  bon  !anu- 
ary  7,  1829,  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  a son 
of  John  and  Arah  (Ivrbv)  Staley.  The  Other, 
John  Staley,  was  a -on  of  Peter  and  Eve 
Staley,  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  former  a 
farmer;  they  were  parents  of  eight  children, 
viz:  Melchoir,  Peter,  Katie,  Jacob,  ^allie, 

Elizabeth,  Eve,  and  John,  the  last  named  the 
father  of  our  subject.  Shorth  after  his  mar- 
riage Peter  Staley  came  to  America  and  be- 
came a pioneer  of  Virginia.  ’ There  his  three 
sons — Melchoir,  Peter  and  Jacob — entered  the 
volunteer  service  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812; 
later  they  and  the  father  came  to  Ohio  in 
a four-horse  wagon,  being  several  weeks  on 
the  journey,  and  settled  in  Pickaway  ■ inty. 
Peter  Staley  was  at  one  time  1 wealthy  and 
’ prosperous  planter  of  Virginia,  but,  beii  . - wer- 
taken  by  business  reverses,  he  moved  to  Pick- 
away county,  Ohio,  and  entered  a large  farm 
in  the  woods,  and  ’ 1 1 is  he  oleared  up  and 
otherwise  improved  but  later  moved  t Mien 
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county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a farm,  on 
which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  about  1845  in  his  seventy-fifth  year — a 
stanch  old-line  whig.  His  widow  reached  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  when  she 
also  passed  away,  honored  and  respected  as 
her  husband  had  been. 

John  Staley  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1801, 
and  when  twelve  years  of  age  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  parents.  Pie  was  partly  educated  in 
his  native  state  and  partly  in  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio,  and  when  a young  man  went  to  Pike 
county,  Ohio,  and  learned  the  gunsmith’s  trade. 
In  1826  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Arab  Kirby,  daughter  of  James  and  Phenie 
Kirby,  this  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six 
children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Mc- 

Clure, of  Paulding  county;  Tsaac,  our  subject, 
the  mayor  of  Dupont;  Rosanna,  the  wife  of 
John  Milier,  of  Lima,  Allen  county;  Lorenzo, 
of  Van  Wert  county;  Henry,  of  Paulding 
Center,  and  Harriet,  wife  of  William  Atmer, 
of  Allen  county.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren was  born  in  Maryland  in  1810,  and  was 
one  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  James  and 
Phenie  Kirby — the  former  being  of  English 
and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  Of  the  family 
of  thirteen  children  mentioned,  Mrs.  Staley  is 
the  sole  survivor.  When  a child  she  came  to 
Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  with  her  parents,  but 
later  the  father  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was 
killed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  while  defending 
the  frontier  from  invasion  by  the  blood-thirsty 
redskins.  Lor  twenty  years  Mrs.  Staley  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  but  for  the 
past  thirty  years  the  Christian  church  has 
claimed  her  adherence  and  active  work  in  its 
behalf.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staley 
resided  for  two  years  in  Pickaway’  county,  and 
in  1829  moved  to  Allen  county,  where  they 
entered  eighty  acres  of  land  among  the  pioneers, 
and  here  Mr.  Staley  cleared  up  a farm,  but 
also  continued  to  work  at  his  trade.  He  was 


an  old-line  whig  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church;  he  stood  high  in 
the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  as  a good  farmer 
and  useful  citizen,  and  died  in  1874,  deeply 
mourned  by  family  and  friends.  He  was  a 
kind  father  and  affectionate  husband,  and  a 
truly  upright  m-an  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Isaac  Staley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
biographical  memoir,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
education  in  the  pioneer  log  school-house  of 
Allen  county',  but  this  has  been  supplemented 
by  industrious  and  comprehensive  home  study 
since  he  reached  his  majority'.  He  learned  from 
his  father  the  trade  of  a gunsmith,  became 
very  skillful,  and  worked  at  the  business  for  a 
number  of  y'ears.  In  1850  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Martha  Gilbert,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  with  eleven  ch  Idren, 
viz:  Clinton  ].,  of  Paulding  county;  Caroline 
H.,  wife  of  Edward  Keltner,  also  of  Paulding 
county;  Calvin  R.,  deceased;  Mary  E.,  married 
to  Marion  Thompson,  of  Van  Wert  county; 
Victoria  A.,  deceased;  Lillie  J.,  wife  of  James 
Shearer  of  Paulding  county ; Edward  M.,  sheriff 
of  Paulding  county;  Ida  M.,  deceased;  Isaac 
L.,  of  Paulding  county;  William  H.,  deputy 
sheriff  of  same  county,  and  Arthur,  ot  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.  Mrs.  Staley  was  born  in  Canada, 
February  1,  1833,  although  her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  leading  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Staley  followed  his  trade  of  gunsmith, 
to  which  he  added  that  of  machinist,  remain- 
ing in  Allen  county  until  1864,  when  he  moved 
to  Paulding  county,  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
in  the  wild  woods,  built  a log  house,  and 
cleared  a neat  and  comfortable  farm  on  which 
he  lived  two  years,  and  then  moved  to  the  banks 
of  the  canal,  where  he  purchased  several  small 
tracts,  which  he  also  cleared,  but  still  con- 
tinued to  work  at  blacksmithing.  He  next 
I engaged  in  the  timber  trade,  of  which  he  made 
I an  entire  success,  and  in  1880  rented  out  his 
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farm  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire  time  to 
timber — for  ten  years  acting  as  superintendent 
for  Moses  Bros.,  of  Cleveland.  In  1 88 1 he 
moved  to  Dupont,  where,  as  a leading  repub- 
lican, he  has  held  many  of  the  more  important 
of  the  township  offices,  and  where,  as  mayor, 
he  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. As  a member  of  the  Methodist  church 
he  has  been  most  active  for  fully  half  a cen- 
tury, of  which  period  he  has  served  for  forty- 
five  years  as  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
He  is  in  every  sense  a self-made  man,  and  not 
one  in  the  county  of  Putnam  stands  higher  in 
the  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens 
generally. 


LI  STEVICK,  now  deceased,  was  in 
his  day  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  of  Perry  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land county,  Pa. , in  i 828,  and  was  a son  of  Jacob 
Stevick,  who  was  of  sturdy  Dutch  descent. 
Eli  learned  the  trade  of  wagon-making  in  his 
native  state,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Allen  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  at  which  he  was  as  successful  as  he 
had  been  at  his  trade.  January  27,  1859,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Judith  Stemen,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (StukeyJ  Stemen, 
to  which  marriage  were  born  three  children, 
viz:  E.  S.,  of  whom  mention  in  detail  will  be 

made  further  on;  Carlisle  E.,  and  Stemen  C. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  December  12,  1834,  and 
was  also  of  Dutch  descent.  After  a life  passed 
in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  church,  she  laid 
down  her  burden,  September  28,  1894,  an 
liMi'ired  and  faithful  member  of  that  religious 
denomination. 

Mr.  Stevick,  after  his  marriage,  lived  on  a 


rented  farm  in  Allen  county  until,  by  his  in- 
dustry and  economy,  he  had  accumulated  suf- 
ficient capital  to  purchase  a farm  of  his  own. 
This  event  took  place  in  1865,  when  he  be- 
came possessor  of  the  Stevick  homestead  in 
Perry  township.  This  farm  he  cleared  from 
the  wild  .woods  and  made  “to  blossom  as  the 
rose.”  From  his  settlement  on  this  place 
until  his  death,  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  agriculturist  interests  of  his  township, 
and  was  largely  promotive  of  its  material  prog- 
ress. Though  not  a member  of  any  religious 
organization,  he  was  ever  forward  and  ready 
to  lend  his  aid  in  the  moral  and  educational 
interests  of  his  community.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  in  poli- 
tics a stanch  democrat,  by  which  party  he  was 
held  in  high  repute  and  frequently  elected  as 
township  trustee,  assessor,  and  to  other  local 
offices.  HeVlied  an  honored,  upright  citizen, 
December  24,  1891. 

F.  S.  Stevick,  eldest  son  of  Eli  and  Judith 
Stevick,  was  born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  in 
i860,  and  when  five  years  of  age  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Putnam  county,  and  here  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  district 
and  reared  to  farming.  February  13,  1889, 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Wheeler,  who  was  bc-rn  in 
Putnam  county,  June  5,  1869,  a daughter  of 
L.  D.  and  Mary  (Kirkendall)  Wheeler.  This 
union  has  since  been  blessed  with  two  children, 
viz:  Ada  M.  and  Ivy  B.,  now  the  joy  of  the 

household.  L.  D.  Wheeler  is  a native  of  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  1843,  and  came  to 
Putnam  county  while  still  a youth.  On  mar- 
rying, Mr.  Stevick  settled  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
followed  his  chosen  calling  of  farming.  In 
addition  to  his  farming,  Mr.  Stevick  is  also 
engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Duroc  Jersey  hogs, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  Mr. 
Stevick  is  a prominent  citizen,  a man  of  solid 
worth,  is  courteous,  temperate,  upright  ‘nd 
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possessed  of  superior  business  and  social  at- 
tributes, that  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of 
j all  his  fellow-townsmen. 


OHN  STIRN.  — In  writing  the  biogra- 
phies of  the  many  prosperous  and  en- 
terprising farmers  of  Jackson  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  who  came  here 
m early  days  and  worked  hard  to  make  it  the 
i country  it  is,  we  must  not  omit  that  of  John 
! Stirn,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Jackson 
township,  who  was  born  in  Hessian  land,  Ger- 
many, on  February  4,  1831,  the  son  of  God- 
frey and  Anna  Catherine  (Dille)  Stirn. 

Godfrey  Stirn,  the  father,  was  born  in  the 
same  place  about  1 794,  and  received  the  edu- 
cation usually  given  to  German  youths  of  the 
day.  Whil  e working  on  the  farm  he.  learned  | 
the  weaver’s  trade,  and  when  arrived  at  man- 
hood he  served  seven  years  in  the  army.  In 
1827  he  married  Anna  Catherine  Dille,  and  j 
their  union  was  blessed  with  two  children:  1 
Harry,  deceased,  and  John,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  In  1834  the  father,  with  his  small 
family,  left  the  fatherland  and  came  to  Ameri- 
ca and  settled  on  a tract  of  land  which  he  had 
pre-empted  near  Fort  Jennings.  One  year 
after  their  arrival  in  their  new  home  the  de- 
voted wife  and  mother  died,  mourned  and  re- 
spected .by  all.  After  remaining  a widower 
awhile,  the  father  married  again,  and  became 
the  father  of  five  children  by  his  second  wife: 
Martha,  the  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Wanne- 
macher;  Mrs.  Mary  Gessner,  living  near  Del- 
phos,  Ohio;  Gerhardt,  deceased;  Jacob,  now 
living  in  Delphos,  and  Martin,  who  runs  a 
tile  factory  in  Wetzel,  Ohio.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  when  sixty  years  of  age. 
Godfrey  Stirn  lived  awhile  on  his  farm  and 
then  moved  to  Fort  Jennings;  where  he  lived 
until  1848,  when  lie  entered  another  tract  of 
land  this  place  being  near  Ottoville — which 


was  yet  a virgin  forest,  but  by  patient  and 
persevering  work  he  soon  had  it  cleared  and 
converted  into  a good  farm;  he  prospered 
here  and  was  honored  and  respected  by  all, 
holding  the  office  of  supervisor  for  four  years. 
I11  politics  he  affiliated  with  the  democratic 
party.  In  religious  affairs  he  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  German  Reform  church,  in 
which  he  held  numerous  offices  until  his  death 
on  May  29,  1881. 

John  Stirn,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  farm  near  Fort  Jennings  and  at- 
tended school  in  that  town.  On  October  4, 
1856,  he  married  Anna  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Anna  E.  (Fender)  Kriesher, 
and  born  in  Germany  on  March  31,  1831;  she 
came  to  America  in  1837  with  her  parents,  who 
located  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  and  afterward 
moved  to  Putnam  county.  Her  father  soon 
dying,  the  wife  married  Frank  Ressler.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Stirn  and  his  young  wife  located 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  120  acres  of 
which  he  had  entered  two  years  before;  he 
now  set  resolutely  to  work  clearing  and  im- 
proving it,  undergoing  all  the  hardships  and 
trials  which  attend  tiie  settlement  and  develop- 
ment of  a new  country.  P'ortune  favoring 
him,  he  entered  forty  acres  more,  and  soon  was 
in  a position  to  purchase  forty  more  acres. 
Neighbors  were  few  and  far  apart,  his  nearest 
one  being  more  than  a mile  away,  ■ and  to 
reach  them  they  had  to  go  through  the  woods, 
there  being  no  roads  cut  out.  Having  located 
on  this  farm  in  his  young  manhood,  he  has 
never  moved  since,  except  to  move  into  his 
new  house,  which  he  built  in  1883.  On  this 
farm  were  born  all  his  children,  viz:  Mary  C., 
born  on  March  2,  1857,  now  the  wife  of  J. 

I Ladd  of  Elm  Centre;  Annie  E.,  born  June  19, 

I 1858,  now  the  wife  of  Shelby  Harris,  the 
| gardener  of  Fort  Jennings;  Adam  Godfrey, 
i born  August  8,  1859,  now  living  on  a farm  in 
I Jackson  township;  John  Henry,  horn  April  7, 
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i 86 1 ; Alva,  farmer  in  Jackson  township ; John 
Philip,  born  March  19,  1863,  now  a fanner  in 
Jackson  township;  Fanny  Lucille,  born  De- 
cember 12,  1864,  and  married  to  James  Clay- 
poolof  Jackson  township ; Gehardt,  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1867,  and  died  February  21,  1867; 

George  F.,  born  January  22,  1868,  and  died 
February  26,  1868;  Charles  F.,  born  May  20, 
1869,  died  March  2 1 , 1873;  Wilhelmina,  born 
January  27,  1872,  died  February  1,  1874,  and 
William  B.,  born  October  5,  1873,  and  died 
October  2 1 , 1873.  The  sons  living  have  set- 
tled near  their  father  and  help  to  make  com- 
fortable his  old  age.  He  still  takes  a great 
deal  of  interest  in  farming,  though  doing  very 
little  of  it  himself.  Having  worked  hard  in 
his  younger  days,  he  can  well  afford  to  rest  a 
little  now  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a well-spent 
life.  He  is  liberal  and  kind  to  all,  and  ever 
has  at  heart  the  interest  of  his  family  and  the 
neighborhood.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  school  director  and 
supervisor.  His  wife  and  he  are  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Reform  church  of 
Delphos,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of 
elder  for  a number  of  yeats. 


OHNT  W.  SUMMERS,  of  Union  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam P.  Summers,  was  born  in  Adrian, 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  August  15,  1861, 
and  was  but  six  weeks  old  when  brought  to 
Putnam  county  by  his  parents.  Here  he  was 
well  educated,  was  reared  a farmer,  and 
remained  on  the  home  place  until  1882,  when 
he  went  to  Jackson  city,  Mich.,  and  for  a year 
was  there  employed  as  bookkeeper;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  term  he  returned  to  the  home- 
stead and  resumed  farming.  August  27,  1885, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosa 
Clevenger,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county 


September  2,  1857,  daughter  of  John  and 

Frances  (Long)  Clevenger,  and  on  September 

I,  1887,  this  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  a child — Mary  E. 

John  Clevenger,  father  of  Mr^  Summers,  is 
also  a native  of  Putnam  county,  and  was  born 
April-  21,  1832;  he  married,  in  Allen  county, 
Ohio,  about  1853,  Frances  Long,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children;  Juliet,  wife  of 
David  Beam,  of  Pleasant  township,  Putnam 
county,  and  Rosa,  now  Mrs.  Summers.  In 
politics  John  Clevenger  was  a democrat,  and 
in  religion  a Baptist,  in  which  faith  he  died 
February  20,  1858;  Mrs.  Frances  Clevenger 
died  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  March 

II,  i860.  After  the  death  of  these  parents 
Mrs.  Summers  lived,  until  her  marriage,  with 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Sarah  Clevenger,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Putnam  county  and  st.i:  living. 
Several  sketches  of  members  of  this  respecte< 
family  will  be  found  in  other  part--  of  this 
volume.  After  marriage  John  W.  Summers 
located  on  a farm  in  Union  township,  and 
after  cultivating  the  place  for  five  years 
removed  to  Kalida,  where  he  was  employed 
for  two  years  by  A.  Freedman  & Co.,  which 
firm  has  since  been  succeeded  by  A.  L.  Cline. 
Mr.  Summers  then  settled  on  his  present  place, 
which  he  has  thoroughly  cleared  and  improved, 
and  has  placed  under  cultivation.  In  No 
vember,  1894,  he  was  elected  by  the  democratic 
party,  of  which  he  is  a stanch  member,  to  the 
office  of  county  infirmary  director,  and  was  in 
stalled  in  January,  1895.  He  has  proven  to 
be  a very  efficient  officer,  as  might  well  be  ex- 
pected from  a gentlemen  of  Ins  superior  abili- 
ties and  experience.  Mr.  Summers  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  but  is  as  liberal  in  his 
opinions  as  he  is  with  his  purse  in  aid  of  churches 
and  all  enterprises  designed  for  the  public  good. 
A worthy  son  of  a worth)  sire,  he  has  filled 
every  duty,  public  or  private,  in  a manner  cred- 
itable to  himself,  his  ancestry  and  the  public 
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WtV  ILLIAM  P.  SUMMERS,  a retired 
Mb  I farmer  of  Union  township,  Putnam 
countv,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Kilidy- 
sart,  county  Clare,  Ireland,  April 
20,  182  ?,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Kate  (Qualey) 
Summers.  The  father,  Thomas  Summers, 
was  born  in  Limerick,  near  the  river  Shannon, 
about  4-kfk- , was  one  of  seven  brothers  and 
was  reared  on  a large  farm — afterward  becom- 
ing a contractor.  The  father  of  these  seven 
boys  was  named  Fitzgibbon  and  was  a very 
wealthy  gentleman,  but  during  the  rebellion  of 
1798  his  large  holdings  were  confiscated  and 
the  seven  sons  were  compelled  to  llee  the  coun- 
try. The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
settled  in  county  Clare,  changed  his  name  to 
Summers,  and  about  1 S 2 1 married  Miss 
Qualey,  who  was  born  in  1792,  a daughter  of 
John  Qualey,  and  now  lives  in  Dephos,  Ohio, 
with  her  son,  Michael  Summers.  To  Thomas 
and  Kate  Summers  were  born  nine  children,  in 
the  following  order:  Margaret,  (whether  liv- 

ing or  dead  is  not  known);  William  P.,  our 
subject;  John,  a railroad  man  of  Delphos, 
Ohio;  Thomas,  who'  for  twenty-six  years  has 
been  a stevedore  in  Liverpool,  England;  Mary, 
who  died  in  Liverpool;  Kate,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; an  infant  son  and  an  infant  daughter, 
deceased;  Michael,  a merchant  at  Delphos. 
The  mother  and  all  her  survivng  children, 
with  the  exception  of  William  P.,  are  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  church,  in  which 
faith  the  father  died  in  1858. 

William  P.  Summers,  at  ten  years  of  age, 
was  sent  to  Rouen,  county  Clare,  Ireland,  to 
act  as  clerk  to  a Catholic  clergyman  and  to  be 
educated.  There  he  received  an  excellent  ed- 
ucation, attending  school  four  consecutive 
years.  After  the  expiration  of  about  seven 
years  in  theological  study  he  absconded,  and 
shipped  on  board  the  “Barbara  Allen,”  of 
Sunderland,  England,  and  apprenticed  him- 
self for  five  years.  After  making  several 
28 


voyages,  and  being  then  at  Quebec,  Can- 
ada, he  broke  his  engagement,  ran  away, 
and  for  seven  days  and  nights  hid  on  the  plains 
of  Abraham  and  nearly  starved  to  death.  He 
next  wandered  from  place  to  place  about  six 
years,  when  he  left  Kingston,  Canada,  for 
Dublin,  Ireland,,  where  he  passed  a week,  and 
while  there  visited  the  celebrated  Donnybrook 
fair;  he  then  returned  to  Limerick,  and  at  the 
first  opportunity  shipped  for  Gibraltar,  where 
he  remained  nine  days,  and  then  sailed  for  the 
island  of  Malta,  where  he  met  with  some  ill 
treatment,  jumped  overboard,  boarded  a trad- 
ing boat  and  sought  out  the  British  consul, 
who  assisted  him;  arriving  in  Liverpool,  he 
shipped  on  an  English  sailing  vessel,  laden 
with  salt,  and  in  three  months  and  six  days 
landed  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  There  he  again 
ran  off  and  shipped  on  board  of  an  American 
cotton-laden  vessel  for  Havre.  France.  He 
next  made  two  voyages  to  New  York,  and 
then  shipped  as  second  mate  of  a Nova 
Scotia  vessel  and  held  the  position  eighteen 
months.  His  next  experience  was  on  board  a 
pilot  boat,  on  which  he  had  both  legs  and 
arms  broken;  four  months  later,  after  recov- 
ery, he  shipped  for  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  via 
Cape  Horn,  at  $5  per  month.  Thence  he 
started  for  the  mines,  penniless,  but  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  a German  who  had  pro- 
visions, etc.,  and  the  two  together  opened  a 
mine  and  “struck  it  rich.”  In  1852,  sixty 
men  from  the  mines  chartered  a vessel  and 
sailed  for  Sidney,  Australia,  where  they  took 
team  for  the  mining  district,  where  they  worked 
fourteen  days,  making  $1.65,  at  a cost,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Summers,  of  $700;  they  then  sold 
out  their  claim  for  $100,  and  started,  in  great 
distress,  on  their  return  to  Sidney,  the  expe- 
dition having  cost  the  sixty  men  a total  of 
$70,000,  of  which  the  pro  rata  of  Mi  Sum- 
mers was  $1 ,800.  After  a stay  of  six  weeks 
in  Sidney,  Mr.  Summers  shipped  again  for 
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San  P'rancisco,  at  the  rate  of  $15  per  month. 
The  vessel  laid  up  at  Honolulu  for  nine  days 
and  then,  after  running  1,500  miles,  ran  out 
of  water  and  provisions.  When  almost  be- 
yond help,  she  was  sighted  by  a Scotch  ves- 
sel, and  the  famishing  passengers  and  crew  were 
supplied  with  food  and  water.  From  San  Fran- 
cisco Mr.  Summers  and  some  comrades  made 
for  the  mines,  and  within  two  months  three  of 
them  had  accumulated  $20,000,  which  they 
divided  equally.  About  this  time  Mr.  Summers 
met  with  an  accident  which,  with  sickness, 
cost  him  considerable  money  to  recover  from. 
He  then  returned  to  the  mines,  and  in  one  year 
cleared  $5,000..  He  now  united  with  Hiram 
lodge,  No.  43,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Mud  Springs. 
He  then,  with  $7,000  in  cash,  started  for 
Mariposa,  but  stopped  at  Stockton  and  shipped  | 
for  San  Francisco,  where  he  reshipped,  as  third  I 
officer,  on  a vessel  bound  fur  New  York,  but, 
accidentally  breaking  an  arm  and  leg,  on  the 
voyage,  was  left  for  treatment  at  Norfolk,  Va., 
in  1856,  where  he  lay  up  for  ten  days,  and  then 
went  via  Baltimore  to  New  York,  where  he  lay 
in  the  city  hospital  nine  days.  Being  now 
fully  recovered,  Air.  Summers  made  a trip  to 
Ireland,  and  there,  March  15,  1857,  married  I 
Miss  Mary  Martin,  daughter  of  John  Martin,  ! 
this  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  W.  is  a farmer  of  Union 
township  and  county  infirmary  director;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Powell,  who  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
has  been  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  1 
Ohio;  Ann,  wife  of  J.  \Y.  Claypool,  carpenter 
of  Union  township;  Hiram,  at  Ottawa,  Ohio; 
Kate,  teacher  in  public  schools;  Margaret, 
teacher  at  Leipsic.  Fifteen  days  after  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Summers  and  his  bride  arrived  in 
New  York,  where  they  remained  ten  days,  and 
then  came  to  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Summers  bought 
a tract  of  land  in  Seneca  county,  wrought  out 
a home  from  the  woods,  and  also  worked  for 
a time  on  the  railroad.  In  1861,  September 


6th,  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  for  two 
years  lived  in  Ivalida  and  then  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm,  on  which  he  has  resided  thirty-three 
years. 

In  politics  a democrat,  Mr.  Summers  was 
for  four  years  postmaster  of  Kalida,  was  town- 
ship clerk  for  four  years  and  for  seven  years  a 
constable.  He  is  not  a church  member,  but  is 
a master  Mason  of  Continental  lodge,  No.  576, 
which  lodge  he  originated  and  was  its  first 
worshipful  master;  he  had  also  been  for  six  years 
master  of  the  Kalida  lodge,  and  is  in  all  re- 
spects a very  “ bright  ” member  of  the  frarern- 
ity.  Primarily  well  educated,  Mr.  Summers 
hns  naturally  acquired  much  suppleim  ital 
knowledge  in  roaming  the  world  over.  He  has 
met  with  many  thrilling  adventures,  but  has 
now  settled  down  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
in  retirement  and  ease,  and  being  a ver)  pub- 
lic-spirited gentleman,  in’ the  enjoyment  of  the 
honor  and  respect  of  all  his  fellow-citizens 


OHN  H.  STRAMAN,  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  is  a native  of  Miio, 
born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  on  the 
3rd  day  of  July,  1856.  His  father, 
Theodore  Straman,  was  born  in  Osnabruck, 
Germany,  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  in  1833 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  at 
Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where,  shortly 
thereafter,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  a Miss 
Wehri,  also  a native  of  Germany.  She  sur- 
vived her  marriage  sixteen  years,  and  led  four 
children,  whose  names  are  Theodore,  Sophia, 
Mary  and  Louisa,  all  deceased  except  tin  first 
named,  who  at  this  time  is  a jeweler  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Theodore  Straman  afterward  married  Miss 
Anna  G.  Schulte,  who  w as  born  in  the  town 
of  Lorup,  Germany,  and  whose  death  occurred 
February  7,  1857,  at  the  age  of  forty  y \urs. 
She  left  two  children — William  J.,  a resident 
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of  Denver,  Colo.,  and  John  H.,  whose  name 
introduces  this  biography.  Mr.  Strarhan’s 
third  marriage  was  with  Miss  Anna  G.  Voss,  a 
native  of  Glandorf,  Germany,  who  bore  him 
three  children:  Henry  B.,  Barney  J.,  a farmer 
of  Putnam  county,  and  George  R.,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Swift  Meat  company,  Cincin- 
nati. By  occupation,  Theodore  Straman  was 
a contractor  and  builder,  and  was  widely  known 
in  Cincinnati,  where,  for  many  years,  he  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  business,  His  residence 
in  Putnam  county  was  of  short  duration,  as  he 
moved  therefrom  in  1836,  from  which  year 
until  his  death,  October  17,  1873,  he  lived  in 
Cincinnati. 

John  H.  Straman  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  he  lived  on  a farm  as  a bound 
boy,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  began"  life 
for  himself,  working  at  whatever  his  hands 
found  to  do.  He  was  variously  employed  un- 
til he  attained  his  majority,  at  which  time, on  the 
7th  day  of  August,  1877,  he  married  Miss  Anna 
G.  Reckfelder,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Anna 
G.  (Kaiser)  Reckfelder,  of  Putnam  county. 
Mr.  Straman  continued  the  pursuit  of  agricult- 
ure about  one  year  after  his  marriage,  and 
then  entered  the  high-school  of  Ottawa,  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  himself  for  the  teacher's 
profession.  Subsequently  he  took  a general 
course  in  a commercial  school  at  Cincinnati 
and  afterward  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Putnam  county  for  a period  of  fifteen  years,  a 
part  of  which  time  was  spent  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  schools  of  Glandorf.  In  the  mean- 
time, Mr  Straman  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Haskell  & Bailey,  and  in  due  time 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  opened  an  office 
in  Ottawa,  where  he  has  since  followed  the 
profession  with  gratifying  success.  He  is 
essentially  a self-made  man,  acquired  his  edu-  1 
cation  by  the  closest  application  and  most  rigid  I 
economy,  and  his  life  is  a notable  example  of  ! 


what  may  be  accomplished  in  overcoming  ad- 
verse circumstances.  Politically  Mr.  Straman 
is  a democrat  and  in  religion  ? Roman  Catho- 
lic, to  which  church  Mrs.  Straman  also  be- 
longs. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straman  s family  con- 
sists of  four  interesting  children:  AnnaG.,  who 
was  born  May  9,  1878,  and  w'ho  graduated 
from  the  Ottawa  union  high  school  in  May, 
1894,  and  is  now  a teacher  by  profession; 
Mary  E.,  who  was  born  January  10,  1880,  and 
is  a graduate  of  the  Glandorf  public  schools; 
Catherine  A.,  born  September  4,  1882,  and 
Albert  H.,  born  May  1,  1884 — both  of  whom 
now  attend  school. 


HEBERT  STUMP,  deceased  farmer  of 
Union  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  a son  of  Joel  and  Catherine 
(Stump)  Stump,  was  born  in  Picka- 
w'ay  county,  June  22,  1818.  Joel  Stump,  the 
father,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
son  of  Conrad  Stump,  who  was  also  born  in 
the  Keystone  state,  of  Dutch  descent,  and  an 
early  settler  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  Joel 
was  reared  a farmer  and  was  educated  par- 
tially in  Pennsylvania  and  partially  in  Ohio;  he 
married,  first,  Catherine  Stump,  who  bore  three 
children,  Polly,  Albert  (our  subject)  and  Jacob. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Joel  was  united 
in  matrimony  with  Barbara  Hoey,  who  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Joel  and  Peggy — 
Joel  being  the  only  survivor  and  living  in  Picka- 
way county,  of  which  his  mother  was  a native. 

Albert  Stump  was  reared  a farmer,  and  in 
August,  1843,  married  Miss  Susan  Eeatherolf, 
who  was  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
August  31,  1823,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  (Fink)  Featherolf,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. To  the  union  of  Albert  and  Susan 
Stump  were  born  nine  children,  in  the  order 
here  named;  Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  John  Nicklan,  a 
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farmer  of  Auglaize  county;'  Wilson,  deceased; 
William,  of  Union  township,  Putnam  county; 
Caroline,  the  wife  of  John  Sneary,  of  Darke 
county;  Charles,  of  Paulding  county ; Jane,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Albert,  on  the  home  farm, 
and  Edward,  a farmer  of  Allen  county.  ‘Ben- 
jamin Featherolf,  father  of  Mrs.  Susan  Stump, 
was  a son  of  Philip  Featherolf,  also  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent,  and  an 
early  settler  of  Pickaway  county.  Benjamin 
was  reared  on  a farm  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
married  in  that  state,  and  about  four  years  af- 
ter that  event  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  in 
Pickaway  county,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  dying  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  but  his  wife  being  a Presbyterian. 

Albert  Stump,  after  marriage,  resided  in 
Pickaway  count)',  where  the  ceremony  had 
taken  place,  until  1858,  when  he  brought  his 
family  to  Putnam  county,  bought  a tract  of 
wild  land,  cleared  it  from  the  woods,  and 
lived  in  an  old  log  cabin  until  a proper  dwell- 
ing could  be  erected.  He  succeeded  in  develop- 
ing a fine  farm  and  in  acquiring  considerable 
wealth,  and  became  a highly  respected  and 
honored  citizen.  In  his  earlier  days  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  but  later 
united  with  the  Christian  church,  becoming  a 
most  devoted  member  and  donating  to  the 
congregation  the  land  on  which  the  church 
edifice  was  erected,  about  sixteen  years  since, 
and  of  which  he  was  a trustee  from  the  build- 
ing of  the  church  until  he  died  in  the  faith, 
February  22,  1895,  deeply  mourned  by  a sor- 
rowing family  and  a large  circle  of  devoted 
friends.  In  politics  he  affiliated  with  the 
democratic  party.  His  widow  has  been  a 
Lutheran  from  her  earlier  days,  and  her  pious 
life  and  unstinted  charity  plainly  show  the 
sincerity  of  her  religious  convictions. 

Albert  Stump,  next  to  the  youngest  of  the 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  was 
born  on  the  home  place  in  Union  township, 


Putnam  county,  March  21,  1859,  on  which  he 
still  lives  and  on  which  he  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing. September  9,  1883,  he  married  Miss 

Sadie  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  September  2 1,  1863,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Evans,  nee  White)  Davis,  and  to 
this  marriage  have  been  born  two  children, 
viz:  Mary,  December  3,  1884,  and  Ralph, 
January  6,  1892.  Mrs.  Stump,  with  her  hus- 
band, is  a member  of  the  Christian  church; 
her  parents  were  natives  of  Wales,  lived  in 
New  York  for  some  years,  and  were  early  set- 
tlers of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  but  later  came 
to  Putnam  county;  they  now  live  near  Colum- 
bus Grove  and  have  another  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mary  Stump,  of  Allen  county.  Albert  Stump, 
Jr.,  whose  name  opens  this  paragraph,  was 
formerly  a democrat  in  politics,  but  is  now  an 
ardent  prohibitionist;  he  is  a model  farmer, 
and  is  much  respected  as  a citizen  and  neighbor. 


^^y’lLLIAM  R.  SUMMERLAND,  one 
a M I of  the  progressive  and  successful 
farmers  of  Monroe  township  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  whom  the  county  is  justly  proud, 
and  one  whose  present  prosperity  is  due  en- 
tirely to  his  persevering  industry,  sound  sense 
and  integrity  of  purpose.  He  is  of  ' ferman 
descent,  and  his  father,  William  R.  Summer- 
land,  was  a native  of  Switzerland,  who,  soon 
after  coming  to  this  country,  settled  in  New 
York  state.  The  senior  Summerland  was  here 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Phebe  Clapper,  and 
the  young  couple,  in  the  early  period  A their 
wedded  life,  removed  to  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  made  a good  farm  home  and  lived 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father 
died  in  1850,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
about  1884.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  their  names,  in  the  order  of  birth, 
being  as  follows:  Perry  (deceased),  Thomas 
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(deceased),  John,  Delilah  (deceased),  Sarah 
and  William  R. 

William  R.  Summerland,  our  subject,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Logan 
county,  Ohio,  October  iS,  1850.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  home  farm,  where  his  early 
educational  discipline  was  received  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  day.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  July  12,  1872,  to  Miss  Samantha  E. 
Pettit,  a native  of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
who  was  born  September  27,  1856.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Soverns) 
Pettit,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Pettit, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Coshocton  county, 
Ohio.  Moses  and  Sarah  Pettit  were  there 
married,  and  in  1862  removed  to  Putnam 
county,  and  settled  in  Blanchard  township. 
Their  children  are  six  in  number,  their  names, 
in  order  of  birth,  being:  Mary  M.,  Nathaniel, 

Samantha  E. , Jasper  E. , Robert  and  Catherine. 

After  the  marriage  of  William  and  Saman- 
tha Summerland  the)  settled  in  Blanchard 
township,  but  in  1887  they  removed  to  their 
present  home  in  the  township  of  Monroe.  It 
was  then  a new  tract  of  land,  consisting  of 
eighty  acres,  but  by  dint  of  hard  labor  they 
have  cleared  it  of  timber,  drained  it  and  made 
it  a most  productive  farm  as  well  as  a very 
comfortable  home.  Our  subject  is  in  politics 
a democrat,  and  as  such  he  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  affairs  of  public  import.  His  whole 
life  has  been  passed  in  the  honorable  calling 
of  agriculture,  and  in  this  portion  of  the  county 
he  stands  high  as  a successful  ami  prosperous 
farmer  and  as  a man  among  men. 


OBERT  SYBERT,  a retired  farmer 
of  Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Bloomsburg,  Co- 
lumbia count)  , Pa. , October  1 8,  1844, 
a son  of  Burney  and  Effie  (Long)  Sybert,  also 
natives  ol  the  Keystone  state.  Burney  Sybert 


was  born  in  Columbia  county  in  1807,  a son 
of  Elias,  a Pennsylvania  Dutchman,  was  reared 
on  a farm,  and  in  1835  married  Effie  Long, 
who  was  born  January  12,  1816,  a.  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Peggy  (Detrick)  Long,  likewise 
of  Pennsylvania  birth.  To  the  union  of  Bar- 
ney and  Effie  Sybert  was  born  a family  of  thir- 
teen children,  as  follows:  William,  June  16, 

1837,  managing  the  home  farm;  George,  farmer 
of  Jackson  township ; Anna  Margaret,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Clinton,  deceased; 
Robert,  whose  name  heads  this  paragraph; 
Henry  and  Benjamin,  of  Jackson  township; 
Louisa,  wife  of  John  P'oley,  of  Kalida;  Alice, 
wife  of  Thomas  Ord,  and  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of 
Ab  Conaway,  both  of  Vaughnsville;  Lydia, 
wife  of  John  Downing,  of  Kalida;  Joseph  Dan- 
iel, born  January  5,  1859,  and  Hiram  Truman, 
born  March  11,  1862,  both  still  on  the  home 
place,  to  be  spoken  of  again  a little  further  on. 

Barney  Sybert,  after  his  marriage,  engaged 
in  canal  boating  in  Pennsylvania  until  1855, 
when  he  came  to  Ohio,  remained  a year  in 
Champaign  county,  and  in  1850  purchased  and 
began  farming  a tract  of  land  in  Hancock 
county;  in  1857  he  came  to  Putnam  county 
and  bought  another  tract  in  the  wilderness, 
which  he  also  began  to  clear,  but  shortly  sold, 
and  purchased  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  the  same 
description,  on  which  Robert,  our  subject,  now 
resides  and  which  he  owns.  Here  Barney 
lived  and  farmed  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  June,  1863,  his  widow  surviving  until 
January  23,  1890.  In  politics  Mr.  Sybert  was 
a democrat  and  held  the  office  of  township 
trustee  for  two  terms;  his  son  George  served 
three  years  in  the  late  Civil  war,  and  George 
Long,  brother  of  Mrs.  Sybert,  was  for  two 
years  in  the  same  service. 

Robert  Sybert,  whose  name  opens  this  bi- 
ographical record,  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  January  13,  1 865  married  L11- 
cretia  Wallon,  who  was  born  in  Jennings  town- 
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ship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  September  17, 
1851,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Keller) 
Wallon,  Margaret  being  a native  of  Germany, 
who,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Wallon,  in  1853, 
was  several  years  later  married  to  Arthur  Car- 
ter, of  Jackson  township,  and  is  still  living. 
To  the  union  of  Robert  and  Lucretia  Sybert 
have  been  born  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
Ida,  wife  of  O.  Feathers,  of  Jackson  township; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  at  two  and  one-half  years 
of  age;  Robert  Clinton,  farmer  of  Jackson 
township;  William  Benjamin,  farmer  at  home; 
John  H , Lucinda  Ann,  Mary  Ruth,  Clara 
Etta,  Barney,  Dollie,  and  twin  sisters — Lesta 
Lena  and  Lena  Lesta.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Sybert  settled  on  his  present  place,  where  he 
has  successfully  carried  on  farming,  saw-milling 
and  threshing  for  about  thirty-five  years,  but, 
his  health  having  failed  some  years  since,  he 
has  retired  from  manual  labor,  yet  still  keeps 
an  active  supervision  over  the  work.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Sybert  is  a democrat  and  has  served 
as  school  director,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  industrious,  enterprising  and  upright 
citizens  of  Jackson  township. 

William,  Joseph  Daniel  and  Hiram  Tru- 
man Sybert,  brothers  of  Barney,  are  all  good 
farmers  and  live  together  on  the  home  place 
in  Jackson  township,  where  the  younger  two 
were  born,  William,  the  elder,  having  been 
born  in  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county,  Pa., 
June  16,  1837,  where  he  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  but  worked  at  boating  with  his  father 
and  was  engaged  with  him  in  all  his  other  pur- 
suits— moving  with  him  to  Champaign  county, 
Ohio,  in  1855,  to  Hancock  county  in  1856, 
and  coming  to  Putnam  county  m 1857,  where 
lu  helped  to  clear  up  this  farm,  and,  after  his 
father’s  death,  assumed  charge  of  the  entire 
business;  he  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  now 
holds  the  office  of  township  supervisor.  Joseph 
Daniel  Sybert  was  born,  as  intimated,  on  this 
farm,  January  5,  1859,  received  a good  educa- 


tion, and  is  an  excellent  business  man  and 
farmer,  as  well  as  a stanch  democrat.  Hiram 
Truman,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  was 
born  on  this  farm  March  17,  1862,  and  is  a 
rising  and  popular  young  citizen. 


VAN  I).  THOMAS,  a native  of  Sugar 
Creek  towmship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
and  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
prominent  farmers  of  the  locality,  was 
born  December  14,  1844,  and  is  a son  of 

Daniel  and  Margaret  (Lewis)  Thomas,  natives 
of  Wales.  These  parents  came  to  America  in 
1841,  lived  about  one  year  in  Licking  ccunty, 
Ohio,  and  then  came  to  Putnam  county,  and 
here  the  father  entered  land  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  but  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  its 
possession,  as  he  was  called  away  June  2,  1 '48, 
a member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
There  were  born  to  Daniel  and  Margaret 
Thomas  two  children-  the  elder  of  whom, 
William  L.,  was  born  December  3,  184',  and 
died  July  14,  ,1868,  unmarried,  and  the  younger 
is  Evan  D.,  our  subject.  After  the  death  of 
Daniel  Thomas,  his  widow',  in  1849,  married 
Richard  Roberts,  also  a native  of  Wales,  who 
came  to  America  in  1841  or  1842,  bought 
school  land  in  Sugar  Creek  towmship,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  improved  a farm,  and  died 
August  8,  1856,  leaving  with  his  widow  one 
child — Anne  E.,  now  the  wife  of  R.  N.  Jones, 
a native  of  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  also  of 
Welsh  descent;  this  daughter  and  her  husband 
are  now  living  on  the  homestead  with  her  ven- 
erable mother,  w ho  has  now  reached  the  ripe 
age  of  about  eighty  years. 

Evan  I).  Thomas,  whose  name  opens  this 
article,  was  in  the  natural  course  of  affairs 
reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  school  of  his  district.  After  the 
death  of  both  his  father  and  his  step-father  he 
and  his  brother,  William  L.,  assumed  charge 


r 


■ 

i 


• o . . 

f 

; 

• ■ 1 

r- 

. ' !•  ' 

, 1- 

. i ' 

v r . . ..>  - . 

i ,, ■ lii 

$ ■ *■  ‘ \ ! iV  - 

’ I ■ ’ & - 

'• 

■t/r  1 , . 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


537 


of  the  homestead  and  together  cultivated  it  in 
the.  interest  of  all  concerned  as  long  as  the 
brother  lived,  and  then  he,  alone,  managed 
the  place  until  his  own  marriage,  which  im- 
portant event  took  place  October  21,  1880. 
with  Miss  Martha  H.  Jones,  a native  of  Allen 
county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  D. 
and  Martha  E.  Jones,  natives  of  Wales.  In 
1881,  Mr.  Thomas  built  for  himself  a house 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  farm 
owned  by  his  mother,  which  he  had  purchased 
in  1863,  and  here  he  at  once  began  housekeep- 
ing on  his  own  account.  To  this  original  pur- 
chase of  eighty  acres  Mr.  Thomas  has  con- 
tinued to  add  until  his  farm  now  comprises  418 
acres,  a large  part  of  which  is  in  a fine  state 
of  cultivation,  and  the  premises  as  a whole 
will  be  found  hard  to  match  by  any  other  farm 
of  like  dimensions  in  the  county.  Here,  also, 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Thomas  with  Miss  Jones 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
viz:  Daniel  \V.,  who  was  born  September  12, 

[891,  and  died  March  1,  1893,  and  Margaret 
G.,  born  May  25,  1884.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  came  to  America  in  1840,  were  mar- 
ried in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  they  came 
direct  to  Allen  county,  where  Daniel  D.  Jones 
entered  a tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  un- 
til his  death,  in  1862.  He  was  a republican 
in  politics,  a Congregationalist  in  religion,  and 
reared  a family  of  seven  children,  all  living, 
with  the  exception  of  one. 

In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  is  a democrat,  has 
held  the  office  of  township  trustee  and  some  of 
the  minor  township  offices,  but  has  no  desire 
for  public  position  of  any  kind.  With  his  wife 
he  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
and  his  daily  deportment  shows  the  sincerity 
of  his  belief  in  its  teachings.  He  has  exhib- 
ited more  than  ordinary  financial  ability,  pos- 
sesses a quick  perception  and  an  extraordinar- 
ily retentive  memory.  He  has  never  had  a 
dread  of  hard  labor,  and  his  success  in  life  lias 


been  phenomenal.  With  a small  capital  de- 
rived from  the  parental  estate  he  made  his 
start  in  business  and  has  risen  to  be  what  may 
be  called  one  of  the  financial  kings  of  his 
township.  He  has  money  to  loan,  and  always 
treats  his  patrons  with  the  utmost  consider- 
ation, demanding  but  a small  interest  and  al- 
lowing them  to  retain  the  principal  as  long  as 
they  will  — and  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  that 
those  who  have  the  most  transactions  with  him 
are  those  who  speak  of  him  in  the  kindest 
terms. 


OSEPH  THOME,  of  the  firm  of  Thome 
& Co.,  hardware  merchants  of  Glan- 
dorf,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a wide- 
awake and  successful  young  business 
man,  and  is  a native  of  the  place,  born  Oc- 
tober 1,  1864,  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Agatha 
(Buckhold)  Thome.  Nicholas  Thome  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  was  a wagon-maker  by 
trade,  and  came  to  America  a young  man  of 
twenty-two  years  and  for  a short  time  lived  in 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  about  the  y'ear  1853,  and  here 
established  a wagon-making  business,  which  he 
conducted  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age,  in  1884. 
He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  a Catholic 
in  religion,  and  had  a family  of  nine  children, 
viz:  John,  born  in  August,  1854,  died  P'eb- 

ruary  12,  1883;  Veronica,  born  November  7, 
1856,  and  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Nienberg,  of 
Glandorf;  Frank,  born  January  8,  1859,  a 

shoemaker  of  Ottawa;  Mary,  born  October  1 1, 
1862,  a milliner  of  Glandorf;  Joseph,  subject 
of  this  sketch ; Filemena,  born  September  30, 
1867,  and  now  the  wife  of  Harmon  Kolken- 
meyer  of  Glandorf;  Magdalena,  born  July  22, 
1871;  Amelia,  and  Bertha,  twins,  born  May 
3,  1874,  the  last  three  living  in  Glandorf 

Joseph  Thome  was  educated  in  his  native 
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town,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  began 
work  on  a farm,  continuing  at  this  kind  of 
labor  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  learn  the  tinning  trade  with  Mr. 
Nienberg,  for  whom  he  worked  six  years,  and 
then,  in  1890,  became  his  partner,  under  the 
firm  name  of  joseph  Thome  & Co.  In  1892 
they  erected  their  present  fine  brick  business 
room,  and  in  1893  put  in  a full  line  of  hard- 
ware in  connection  with  their  tinware  business. 
They  carry  a well  assorted  stock  of  heavy 
shelf  hardware,  stoves;  tinware,  paints,  oils, 
agricultural  implements,  etc.,  and  have  the 
only  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Glandorf. 
The  concern  is  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Thome,  whose  honest  dealing 
and  accommodating  courtesy  have  won  the 
firm  hosts  of  patrons. 

Mr.  Thome  was  united  in  marriage  August 
19,  1890,  to  Miss  Anna  Hoffman,  who  was 
born  in  Glandorf  April  18,  1870,  a daughter 
of  William  E.  and  Clara  (Schroeder/  Hoffman. 
To  this  happy  union  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Albert,  July  18,  1891;  Wal- 

ter, December  10,  1892,  and  Clarence,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1895.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Saint  John’s  Catholic  church  at  Glandorf. 
Mr.  Thome  is  a director  and  stock  holder  in 
the  Glandorf  Building  &.  Loan  association — a 
company  that  has  been  of  inestimable  benefit 
to  the  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
democrat. 


ON.  THOMAS  J.  SWEENEY,  the 
efficient  and  popular  mayor  of  Otta- 
wa, is  a native  of  West  Virginia,  and 
son  of  James  and  MaryJ.  (Redmond) 
Sweeney,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  James  and  MaryJ.  Sweeney 
came  to  the  United  States  in  their  youth, 
were  married  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  in 
1836  becami  residents  of  West  Virginia;  they 


had  a family  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  rest  grew  to  maturity. 
The  oldest  member  of  the  family  living  is 
Margaret  G.,  who  resides  in  the  city  of  Otta- 
wa, Ohio.  James  W.  Sweeney,  the  second 
in  order  of  birth,  served  as  major  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  participated  in  a number  of 
battles,  receiving,  during  his  period  of  service, 
eighteen  wounds.  He  was  a popular  officer, 
was  never  known  to  mistreat  or  abuse  prison- 
ers who  fell  into  his  hands,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  was  warmly  welcomed  at  his  old  home, 
by  both  Union  and  non-Union  men.  He  was 
a man  of  daring,  met  with  many  adventures 
during  his  life,  and  took  part  with  Walker  in 
the  celebrated  Nicaragua  expedition  where  he 
came  very  nearly  losing  his  life.  His  death 
occurred  in  Ottawa,  in  March,  1883.  The 
next  member  of  the  family  wa«  Robert  1 , also 

deceased;  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  by  profession  was  a lawyer.  The  names 
of  the  other  children,  beside  our  subject,  are 
Sarah  C.,  wife  of  Joshua  Russell;  Mary  J., 
who  resides  with  the  subject  in  Ottawa,  and 
Lucy  A.,  wife  of  O.  B.  Ramey. 

Hon.  Thomas  J.  Sweeney  is  the  seventh 
child  of  his  parents,  and  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Wheeling,  on  the  1 5th  day  of  February 
1851.  He  attended  the  schools  of  In-  native 
city  for  some  years,  and  afterward  assisted  his 
father,  who  was  a well  known  manufacturer  of 
glass  and  iron.  Mr.  Sweeney  came  to  Ottawa, 
Ohio,  in  1882,  as  assistant  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  O.  B.  Rainey,  in  the  mercantile  business, 
with  which  branch  of  trade  lie  was  id'  itified 
until  the  aforesaid  gentleman  disposed  of  his 
establishment.  Since  severing  his  connection 
with  merchandising,  Mr.  Sweeney  has  given 
his  attention  to  his  own  affairs,  having  been 
variously  engaged  until  his  election,  in  1890, 
to  the  office  of  mayor.  So  ucll  did  he  dis- 
charge his  official  duties  that  he  has  been 
honored  by  a third  term,  a fact  which  attests 
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his  popularity  with  the  democratic  party,  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  also  with  the  public  in 
general.  Mr. Sweeney  is  a progressive  man, 
broad  minded,  and  has  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  at  heart.  He  is  affable,  courteous  and 
kind,  and  his  integrity  and  worth  have  made 
him  many  friends,  and  he  enjoys,  in  a marked 
degree,  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  his 
adopted  city.  Before  leaving  his  native  state 
he  served  as  commissioner  of  Ohio  county,  W. 
Va.,  which  position  he  resigned  in  order  to 
become  a resident  of  Ottawa.  He  belongs  to 
a family  of  extensive  manufacturers  of  both 
iron  and  glass,  and  a number  of  his  immediate 
relations  have  accumulated  great  wealth  in 
Virginia  and  eastern  Ohio. 


OIIN  TROYER,  a prominent  citizen 
and  fanner  of  Dupont,  Perry  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  Henry 
and  Catherine  < Burkhardt)  Troyer.  The 
father  was  born  in  Cambria  county,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1803,  and  his  father  (grandfather  of  our 
subject),  Henry  Troyer,  attained  the  great  age 
of  104  years.  He  was  a farmer  and  hunter, 
and  much  of  his  long  and  eventful  life  was 
spent  in  the  open  air — in  field  and  forest.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Kaufman,  and  to  them  four 
boys  were  born,  the  father  of  John  Troyer,  our 
subject,  being  the  third  son;  David  is  at  this 
writing  (1895)  living  in  Michigan  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three,  and  Peter  is  in  Oregon;  the  other 
is  deceased.  The  father  of  these  children, 
politically,  was  identified  with  the  democratic 
party  and  was  ever  true  to  his  allegiance.  He 
lived  with  his  youngest  son  a number  of  years 
m Putnam  county,  but  died  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio. 

Henry  Troyer,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Pennslvania,  near 
the  site  of  Johnstown,  where  he  received  iiis 
education,  and  when  quite  a young  man  came 


to  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents, 
where,  about  the  year  1832,  he  was  married  to 
Catherine  Burkhardt,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Magdalene  Burkhardt,  to  whom  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  viz:  John,  the  eldest,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ; Levi,  a farmer  of  Dupont, 
Joseph,  deceased  in  infancy : Jacob,  who  died 
in  Indiana;  Mattie,  wife  of  John  Shondel,  de- 
ceased; Daniel,  died  in  Libby  prison,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  in  which  he  served  a year  and  a half, 
his  suffering  and  imprisonment  lasting  nine 
months;  Andrew  J.,  whose  biography  follows 
this  sketch:  Henr)  of  Indiana;  David,  also  of 
the  Hoosier  state,  and  George,  of  Paulding 
countv,  Ohio.  The  wife  and  mother  was 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion  and  was  an  early 
pioneer  of  Holmes  county.  Her  father  was  a 
whig  politically  and  a Lutheran  in  religious 
faith,  but  in  his  later  years  a Dunkard.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  enjoyed 
all  the  luxuries  of  warfare,  among  them  the 
privilege  of  shaving  and  making  his  toilet  with- 
out a looking  glass.  His  death  occurred  in 
Paulding  county,  Ohio.  After  the  marriage  of 
the  father  of  our  subject,  he  lived  in  Holmes 
county  for  seven  years  and  in  1840  came  to 
Putnam  county  in  wagons,  camping  for  six 
weeks  while  a party  of  men  went  on  to  Indi- 
ana to  look  around,  and  on  their  return  in 
May  his  grandfather  bought  147  acres  of  land 
entirely  unbroken  in  Greensburg  township, 
which  our  subject  now  owns.  The  mother  of 
John  Troyer  (our  subject)  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years  in  1855,  and  in  1857  the  hus- 
band married  Mrs.  Rachael  (Schaeffei  . Hos- 
kins, and  to  this  marriage  three  children  were 
born,  as  follows:  James,  of  Palmer  township; 

Lucinda,  wife  of  Israel  Guy,  of  Indiana,  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Barkmeir  of  Henry 
county.  The  mother  still  lives  and  resides  in 
Palmer  township.  The  fathei  farmed  and  im- 
proved the  place,  making  a pleasant  and  com- 
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fortable  home  for  his  family.  He  died  in  1885, 
the  Dunkard  church  losing  a faithful  member, 
and  the  democratic  party  of  his  county  sus- 
taining the  loss  of  an  honest  and  conscientious 
voter.  His  education  was  limited,  but  such 
as  he  had  he  used  to  good  and  useful  pur- 
poses. His  son  Jacob  served  three  months  in 
the  war  and  was  a true  soldier  during  his  brief 
term  of  service. 

John  Trover  was  born  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  June  1,  1834.  His  life  was  spent  on  the 
farm  and  his  education  acquired  in  the  schools 
of  the  county.  March  20,  1859,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Louisa  Bair,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Catherine  (Cal linger)  Bair,  and  to  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born  and  named  as 
follows:  Mary  Elizabeth,  now  at  home;  Dan- 

iel W.,  living  in  Monroe  township;  John  Abra- 
ham, lives  one  mile  from  Dupont,  and  William 
Sherman  resides  on  the  home  place.  Louisa 
Bair  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  July 
15,  >839,  her  parents  coming  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  this  county  at  an  early  day.  Her 
sisters  are  Elizabeth,  wife  of  M.  Shank,  de- 
ceased, and  Catherine,  wife  of  Joshua  Timons 
of  Dupont.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Troyer  located  in  Greensburg  township, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  re- 
maining here  until  1865,  when  he  sold  this 
piace  and  bought  100  acres  in  Perry  township, 
where  they  now  live,  having  made  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  county,  to  which  he  has  added 
2 So  acres,  and  owns  in  Perry  and  Monroe 
townships  two  farms  of  seventy  and  eighty 
acres  each.  In  1881  Mr.  Troyer  erected  a com- 
modious barn,  and  in  1888  built  a handsome 
house  and  surrounded  himself  with  all  of  the 
luxuries  and  convenience  of  modern  farm  life. 
Mr.  Troyer  is  a man  of  marked  ability — an  up- 
to-date  farmer  and  stock  raiser;  progressive  in 
hi‘:  views  and  wide  and  liberal  in  opinion; 
never  backward  in  doing  his  share  of  whatever 
needs  be  done  for  the  good  or  welfare  of  the 


neighborhood,  township  orcounty.  Deserved 
one  term  as  trustee  of  his  township,  but  does 
not  especially  aspire  to  public  office.  Politic- 
ally he  is  a stanch  republican,  and  can  always 
be  found  at  his  post  of  duty.  Mr.  Troyer  is  a 
man  who  bears  the  respect  of  all.  who  claim 
his  acquaintance  and  is  esteemed  as  a solid, 
thoroughgoing,  substantial  citizen. 


HNDREW  J.  TROYER,  an  exception- 
ally good  farmer,  now  residing  in 
Perry  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
is  a native  of  the  county,  and  was 
born  October  23,  1846,  a son  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  (Burkhardt)  Troyer.  The  Other, 
Henry,  was  of  good  old  Dutch  stock  and  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  about  the  year  i8ot,  his 
father,  Henry,  having  been  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  tne  Keystone  state,  where  he  was  a 
farmer,  blacksmith,  and  a noted  huntsman. 
Henry,  Jr.,  was  married,  probably  in  1830,  in 
in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  had  born  to  him 
ten  children,  viz:  John  and  Levi,  farmers  of 
Perry  township;  Joseph  and  Jacob,  twins,  of 
whom  the  former  died  in  infancy,  and  the  latter 
in  1891;  Mary  M.,  the  deceased  wife  o‘.  John 
Shondel  of  Ottawa;  Daniel,  a member  of  the 
Ninety-ninth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  \\h  died 
in  Andersonville  prison,  having  been  taken  a 
prisoner  of  war  while  serving  in  defense  of  his 
country’s  Hag;  Andrew  J.,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch;  Henry,  of  Marion,  Ind.;  D >>  d,  of 
the  same  place,  and  George  W'.,  of  Paulding 
county,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  born  in  1806  and  died  in  1855,  and  by  a 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Rachael  Hoskins,  Mr  Troyer 
had  born  three  children : James  M.,  of  Palmer 
township,  Putnam  county;  Lucinda,  wife  of 
Isaac  Guy,  of  Indiana,  and  Sarah,  married  to 
Henry  Barkmire,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio. 
After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Troyer  1 i \ ■ < i on  a 
farm  in  Holmes  countv,  Ohio,  and  about  1839 
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brought  his  family,  in  wagons,  to  Putnam 
county,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  wood- 
land, from  which  he  cleared  up  an  excellent 
home,  and  on  which  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  an  honored  citizen,  a democrat  in 
politics,  and  a Christian  gentleman. 

Andrew  J.  Troyer,  after  acquiring  a very 
good  education  in  the  common  schools,  was 
prepared  to  teach  for  a term  or  so  on  his  own 
account,  but,  having  been  reared  a farmer, chose 
that  as  his  life-calling,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  received  an  in  jury  in  infancy  that  some- 
what impaired  him  for  the  active  pursuit  of 
that  noble  vocation,  but  nevertheless  he  has 
made  a success  of  it 

In  1870  Mr.  Troyer  married  Miss  Caroline 
Brower,  who  was  born  in  Greensburg  township, 
Putnam  county,  July  2,  1848,  a daughter  of 
Hoadley  and  Lydia  (Crow)  Brower,  this  union 
resulting  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  named 
as  follows:  Alonzo  J.,  Ollie  C..  EffieA.,  Ralph 
B.  and  Evert  R.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Troyer  engaged  in  contracting  and  road  build- 
ing in  Monroe  township,  and  then  rented  his 
father’s  farm  in  Perry  township,  which  he  culti- 
vated until  1886,  when  he  moved  to  his  present 
place,  which  he  had  previously  purchased,  win- 
ning the  place  through  his  industry  and  savings 
as  a tenant  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  still  kept 
up  his  activity  as  a contractor  and  road  builder, 
and  well  earned  the  competency  he  is  now  en- 
joying. Fraternally  Mr.  Toyer  is  a member  of 
Ellis  lodge,  K.  of  P. , of  Hector;  he  is  also 
president  of  the  farmer’s  institute  of  Conti- 
nental. Although  not  a member  of  any  church, 
Mr.  Troyer  has  always  extended  a helping 
hand  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  relig- 
ion and  of  public  education,  and,  in  fact,  of 
every  cause  tending  to  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  material  improvement  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  In  politics  he  is  a sound 
republic  an.  and  has  been  repeatedly  elected  to 
the  office  of  township  trustee  and  other  posi- 


tions of  trust.  He  is  a gentleman  who  has 
ever  held  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


AMES  M.  TROYER,  one  of  the  younger 
and  rising  farmers  of  Palmer  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of 
Greensburg  township,  in  the  same 
county,  and  was  born  December  4,  18 58.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Troyer,  was  a German  by 
descent,  and  from  Pennsylvania  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  in  his  old  age.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  also  named  Henry,  was  born 
in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  in  September,  1803,  and 
there  married  a native  of  the  Keystone  Mate. 
In  1836  he  came  to  Ohio,  bought  a farm  in 
the  wilds  of  Putnam  county,  from  which  he 
hewed  out  a good  farm  for  that  early  day,  and 
here  lost  his  wife.  For  his  second  liK -com- 
panion he  chose,  in  the  course  of  time,  Rachael 
Shaffer,  who  was  born  near  Springfield,  Ohio, 
June  7,  1817,  and  who  became  the  mother  of 
three  children — James  M.  (our  subject),  Lu- 
cinda and  Sarah.  The  parents  of  this  lady, 
Frederick  and  Rosanna  Shaffer,  were  old- 
timers  of  Putnam  county,  and  among  the  most 
respected  of  the  farming  community,  owning 
a farm  of  2 1 1 acres,  which  the  father  earned 
through  his  own  industry.  Her  father  died 
September  2,  1885,  a member  of  the  German 
Baptist  church,  while  his  widow  is  a member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  and  is  now 
making  her  home  with  our  subject. 

James  M.  Troyer,  the  subject  of  this  bi- 
ography, was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
early  initiated  to  hard  farming  labor,  which 
strengthened  his  sinews  and  made  ripe  his 
intellect.  April  1,  1882,  he  married  Miss 

Elizabeth  Barkmire,  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  March  16,  1858,  ,1  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Charlotte  Barkmire,  the  union  re- 
sulting in  the  birth  of  the  following  children ; 
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Cloyd,  Harry,  LeRoy,  Emma  and  Joycie,  of 
whom  Henry  and  LeRoy  have  been  called  to 
a.  happier  home  beyond.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Troyer  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until 
1893,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  which  he  has  improved  with  a 
good  dwelling  and  substantial  out-buildings, 
all  earned  through  his  indefatigable  labor. 
His  soil  is  rich  and  productive, 'and  he  avails 
himself  of  its  fertility,  making  some  of  the 
most  prolific  crops  to  the  square  acre  that  are 
produced  on  any  other  farm,  of  whatever  size, 
the  township  embraces.  The  United  Brethren 
church  claims  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troyer  as 
members,  and  in  the  support  of  this  both  are 
very  liberal  contributors — Mr.  Troyer  also  pro- 
moting its  spiritual  advancement  through  his 
earnest  efforts  as  class  leader.  In  fact,  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troyer  are  active  in  forwarding 
every  moral  and  social  movement,  calculated 
to  enhance  or  elevate  the  community  with 
whom  they  dwell.  Successful  as  a farmer  and 
progressive  in  his  ideas  and  consistent  as  a 
Christian,  Mr.  Troyer  has  won  the  respect  of 
the  entire  community,  which  is  shared  alike  by 
his  amiable  wife  and  children. 


W.  TROYER.— The  township  of 
Monroe,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  con- 
tains a number  of  well-to-do  young 
farmers,  but  none  of  them  are  better 
known  as  progressive,  up-to-date  agricultur- 
ists than  the  gentleman  whose  life-record  we 
now  have  under  consideration.  Personally  he 
is  a young  man  of  intelligence  and  enterprise, 
and  his  farm,  in  point  of  culture  and  product- 
iveness, compares  favorably  with  the  best  in 
this  locality.  Although  of  German  descent,  lie 
is,  neverthclss,  an  American  in  everv  sense  of 
the  term,  and  a representative  citizen.  1 1 is 
grandfather,  Henry  Trover,  came  to  Putnam 
county  from  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day — 


more  than  half  a centurv  since — and  settled  in 
Greensbtirg  township.  Here  he  obtained  pos- 
session of  a tract  of  new  land  of  considerable 
size  and  proceeded  to  improve  it.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Burkhart,  also  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  an  early  day  they  were  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Putnam  county,  where  the 
greater  portion  of  their  lives  was  spent.  Henry 
Troyer  was  a Jacksonian  democrat  in  politics, 
while  in  religious  affiliations  he  was  connected 
with  the  German  Reform  church.  The  biog- 
raphy of  John  Troyer,  father  of  D.  W. 
Troyer,  will  be  found  in  a preceding  sketch. 

D.  W.  Troyer,  our  subject,  is  the  sc  ond 
child,  in  order  of  birth,  of  John  and  Louisa 
Troyer,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  Vjg- 
ust  15,  1862.  He  was  born  upon  the  family 
homestead  in  Greensbtirg  township,  Put-  am 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  earl v youth  was 
passed.  In  addition  to  obtaining  a practical 
knowledge  of  farming,  he  was  enabled  to  im- 
prove his  mind  to  the  extent  of  securing  a good 
common-school  education,  which  has  been  of 
value  to  him  through  life.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  December  25,  1892,  to  Miss  Laura 
M.  Kirkendall,  who  was  born  in  Putnam 
county,  February  2,  1871,  and  the  union  lias 
been  a very  happy  one.  Mrs.  Troyer  is  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Rebecca  (Bear)  Kirken- 
dall,  who  were  married  in  Kalida,  and  who 
have  been  prominently  identified  with  Putnam 
county.  Mr.  Kirkendall  owned  and  operated 
a threshing  machine  for  many  years,  nv’  is 
now  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a saw-nnll  in 
Perry  township,  where  he  still  resides  I11 
politics  he  is  a democrat;  and  he  has  ever  been 
a man  devoted  to  his  home  and  family.  Mrs. 
Trover’s  paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Kirk- 
endall, came  from  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  to 
Putnam  county  in  an  early  day,  and  was  one 
of  the  county’s  honon  i pioneers  lie  was  a 
Jacksonian  democrat  and  a man  promir  .1  in 
the  affairs  of  the  county,  lie  married  Miss 
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Sarah  Black,  who  is  still  living,  hale  and 
hearty,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  1).  \V.  Troyer  reside  upon  a 
fine  farm  of  eight)’  acres  which  they  purchased 
in  1893.  It  is  a productive  and  well  tilled 
tract  of  land,  and  comfortable  buildings  have 
been  erected  thereon.  Our  subject  affiliates 
with  the  republican  party,  although  he  is  in  no 
sense  a rabid  partisan.  The  worthy  young 
couple  have  by  personal  effort  made  the 
major  portion  of  their  possessions,  and  in  this 
portion  of  the  county  they  have  the  reputation 
of  being  upright  citizens,  who  are  possessed  of 
even  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  push  and 
enterprise. 


UMPHREY  TUDOR,  a progressive 
agriculturist  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Wales  in  March,  1839,  and  was 
reared  there  to  farm  work.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  in  1857,  he  came  to  America 
with  his  mother  and  step-father  and  their  fam- 
ily, who  located  in  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio, 
and  soon  afterward  our  subject  found  work  as 
a farm  hand,  chiefly  in  Allen  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  saved  his  earnings  and  was 
soon  able  to  purchase  a tract  of  forty  acres. 
October  7,  1862,  he  married  and  then  rented 
a farm  for  four  years,  in  the  interval  selling 
his  purchase;  in  1867  he  bought  104  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  to  which  he  later  added 
twenty  acres,  and  of  the  whole  there  were 
sixty  acres  cleared,  but  there  was  no  house  on 
the  tract.  He  began  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement at  once,  however,  and  now  has  a 
comfortable  frame  house  and  out-buildings, 
barns  and  fences,  and  has  ninety  acres  cleared, 
ditched,  till'd  and  cultivated.  In  1883  lie  pur- 
chased .mother  farm  near  by,  but  located  in 
Allen  < minty;  it  contains  eighty  acres,  has  a 
good  house,  barn,  etc.,  and  he  is  thus  busily 


employed  in  conducting  both  places,  breeding 
graded  cattle  and  doing  general  farming. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Tudor  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sophia  Davis;  she  was  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1840,  near  Corner,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Davis,  natives 
of  Wales,  but  now  deceased.  To  this  union 
were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to 
maturity,  as  follows:  Mary,  born  September 

19,  1864,  married  Owen  B.  Owen,  of  Van 
Wert  county,  and  died  March  22,  1894,  Mag- 
gie, born  March  21,  1867,  died  July  16,  1891  ; 
John,  born  June  11,  1870,  is  married  and  is 
farming;  Jane,  born  October  31,  1871,  mar- 
ried Elmer  Rees,  and  died  August  17,  1894, 
and  left  one  son;  Lizzie,  born  March  30,  1874, 
died  June  7,  1891;  and  William,  born  July  12, 
1876,  is  still  with  his  father  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  called  to  her  heaven'v  home 
April  12,  1883,  a devoted  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  Mr.  Tudor  remained  a 
widower  until  March  27,  1895,  when  lie  was 
united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Catherine  Jones, 
who  was  also  born  near  Comer,  Ohio,  the 
date  of  her  birth  being  January  27,  1856.  Her 
parents,  Cadwallader  and  Ann  (Reese)  jones, 
were  natives  of  Wales.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
located  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  was  there 
married  in  1846.  He  became  a large  land- 
owner,  was  very  prominent  as  a citizen  and 
was  a church  deacon.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  nine  in  number,  viz: 
Susan,  Francis,  Amelia,  Samuel,  all  died 
young;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Thomas, 
merchant  of  Blocton,  Ain.;  Richard  W., 
farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace;  Catherine, 
now  Mrs.  Tudor;  Frank  W , on  the  home- 
stead; John  C.,  of  Ottawa.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  September  19,  1881,  and  the 
mother  February  19,  1894. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tudor  is  of  republican  pro- 
clivities but  is  rather  indifferent  to  party  poli- 
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tics,  yet  he  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  offices 
and  has  also  served  as  township  trustee.  In  all 
other  respects  he  is  quite  public  spirited,  and  is 
always  ready  to  assist  any  enterprise  of  merit 
intended  for  the  public  good.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  contribute  to  the  railroad  company 
in  its  incipiency,  donating  $200;  is  free  with 
his  purse  in  aid  of  all  the  churches,  and  to  the 
Corner  church,  of  which  he  is  a member,  he 
has  contributed  most  liberally.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Sugar  Creek 
township  and  is  esteemed  as  one  should  be, 
who  is  the  “ architect  of  his  own  fortune.  ” 


ANIEL  VAN  DEMARK,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  farmers  of  Union 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county  January  31, 
1835,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Hubbell) 
Vandemark.  The  father,  Daniel,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  April  13,  1790, 
and  was  a son  of  Jeremiah,  a native  of  Hol- 
land. Daniel  was  reared  a farmer  and  also 
was  taught  shoemaking.  About  181  1 he  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Hubbell. 
She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  February  10, 
1791,  and  died  April  12,  1869,  a member  of 
the  Christian  church,  as  are  all  her  children, 
who  were  born  in  the  following  order:  Agnes, 
deceased  wife  of  Futhey  Barfell;  Jeremiah, 
deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel 
Harmon;  Esther,  deceased;  Nancy,  deceased 
wife  of  Daniel  Hipshire;  Alvira,  deceased  wife 
of  Isaac  Clevenger;  William,  who  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1891;  Mary  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Lewis 
Stover,  and  Daniel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

After  his  marriage  Daniel  Vandemark,  Sr., 
remained  in  Pennsylvania  some  years,  and 
then  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Franklin 
county,  where  he  farmed  and  followed  shoe- 
making until  1837.  He  next  moved  to  Allen 
county,  where  he  lived  one  year,  and  in  1 8 3 8 


came  to  Putnam  county  and  leased  land  in 
Sugar  Creek  township  for  ten  years.  He  then 
bought  an  uncleared  farm  in  the  same  town- 
ship, on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  Janu- 
ary 8,  1857.  He  was  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and  a republican  in  politics,  serv- 
ing as  constable  for  several  years  in  Putnam 
county,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Hezekiah 
Hubbell,  served  through  the  Revolutionary 
war,  living  to  the  extreme  age  of  100  years, 
one  month  and  twelve  days. 

Daniel  Vandemark,  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  biography,  was  educated  in 
the  common  school  of  Vaugnsville,  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a farm,  and  June  23,  1857, 
married  Miss  Ruhama  Maybury,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Polly  (Jamison)  Maybury,  of  Irish 
descent.  To  this  marriage  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Loretta  E.,  wife  of  Evan 

Anderson,  of  Sugar  Creek  township;  Elmer  E. ; 
W.  A.;  John,  of  Sugar  Creek  township;  Lillie 
May,  wife  of  Seymour  Benroth,  of  Union  town- 
ship, and  Jesse  G.,  on  the  home  place  with 
his  father.  The  mother  of  this  family  j assed 
away  January  13,  1882,  a devout  member  of 
the  Christian  church.  Two  of  the  brothers  of 
this  lady,  William  and  Alfred  Maybury,  were 
members  of  company  A,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  in  which  they  had  enlisted 
for  three  years- — William  dying  in  the  service 
— and  another  brother,  Theophilus,  was  a 
member  of  a 100-day  regiment. 

Mr.  Vandemark,  after  his  marriage,  located 
in  Vaughnsville,  where  he  lived  until  1873, 
when  he  moved  to  Union  township  and  bought 
his  present  farm,  which  was  but  partly  cleared, 
but  which  he  has  since  put  under  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation,  and  in  1884  erected  his 
present  fine  dwelling,  and  a little  later  a sub- 
stantial barn.  April  26,  1883,  Mi. Vandemark 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lina  1*.\  a ns, 
who  was  born  in  Miami  county,  Ohio,  Febru- 
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ary  12,  1847,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eunice 
(Hubbell)  Evans,  her  father  being  a native  of 
Virginia  and  her  mother  of  Shelby  county, 
Ohio.  Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isaac  Evans,  Thomas  served  in  the  late  war 
in  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 
Six  of  their  family  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
Mary  Ellington,  of  Iowa;  Martha  Valentine, 
of  Nebraska;  Lina,  wife  of  subject;  . Jane 
Sheets,  of  Lima,  Ohio;  Isaac,  a carpenter  of 
Pleasant  township,  Putnam  county,  and  Will- 
iam, of  Iowa;  with  whom  the  mother  is  mak- 
ing her  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Vandemark  is  a republican, 
and  has  served  as  township  trustee  for  three 
years,  as  well  as  filled  a number  of  minor 
offices.  With  his  wife  he  is  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  Maple  Grove  church,  also  a member 
of  Columbus  Grove  lodge,  No.  464,'  I.  O.  O.  E. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  useful 
citizens  of  the  township.  He  is  entirely  a 
self-made  man,  having  been  only  possessed, 
when  he  first  married,  of  $22  in  cash,  but  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county. 


ISAIAH  VARNER,  a prosperous  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Greensburg  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a native 
of  the  township  and  was  born  May  8, 
1842,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  (Guyton)  Var- 
ner. The  father,  a native  of  Virginia,  was 
born  in  1805,  was  of  German  parentage,  and 
was  reared  a farmer,  and  also  worked  in  a dis- 
tillery. In  1832,  he  came  to  Ohio  and  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Putnam  county,  lo- 
cating ‘on  the  north  bank  of  the  Blanchard 
river,  and  clearing  up  a farm.  He  married 
Eliza  Guyton,  daughter  (4  Vincent  and  Annie 
i Davis)  Guyton,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
nine  children,  viz:  Mary  A.,  Ellen,  Isaiah, 

William  J.,  Barbara  (deceased),  Elizabeth, 


Ruth,  Asa,  and  Rebecca.  Mrs.  Eliza  (Guyton) 
Varner  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1814.  Her 
mother,  Mrs.  Anna  (Davis)  Guyton,  was  a 
second  cousin  of  Jefferson  Davis,  president  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America. 
Mrs.  Varner  was  of  English  descent  and  was  a 
child  when  her  parents  came  to  Ohio,  and  lo- 
cated in  Fairfield  county,  whence  they  came 
to  Putnam  county,  where  her  father  entered 
government  land  and  farmed  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  the  year  1855;  his  widow, 
who  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  died  February  16,  1892. 
Mr.  Varner  was  originally  a democrat,  but  in 
1856  joined  the  abolition  party,  and  later  be- 
came a republican.  He  was  intrusted  with 
several  township  offices,  and  was  a potent  fac- 
tor in  clearing  away  the  forest  and  in  develop- 
ing the  agricultural  interests  of  the  township, 
and  his  was  a life  well  spent;  he  died  August 
2 1,  1895,  >n  his  ninety-first  year. 

Isaiah  Varner,  our  subject  was  reared  to 
the  hardships  of  frontier  farm  life,  and  followed 
the  vocation  as  an  assistant  to  his  father  until 
he  enlisted,  September  2,  1861,  in  company  A, 
Fhfty-seventh  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  He 
participated  in  the  campaigns  of  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Georgia  and  Mississippi.  At  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  wounded  by  a minie 
ball  in  the  left  hip,  was  treated  in  the  hospitals 
at  Savannah,  Tenn.,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  then  furloughed  home  for  ninety  days. 
Rejoining  his  command  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
he  took  part  in  the  siege  of  V icksburg,  the 
battles  of  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post, 
and  then  at  Memphis,  Chattanooga  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  as  well  as  taking  part  in  many 
skirmishes  and  battles  in  northern  Georgia. 
July  22,  1864,  he  was  captured  in  front  of  At- 
lanta and  sent  to  the  pen  at  Andersonville, 
where  he  suffered  for  two  months,  and  on  Oc- 
tober 1,  following,  he  was  exchanged  and  hon- 
orably discharged,  his  term  having  expired. 
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Mr.  Varner  was  married,  in  1865,  to  Fan- 
nie j.  Landers,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Margaret  (Fender)  Landers,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  the  following  children  : Emma 

(deceased),  Maggie,  Mary,  Charles,  S.  J., 
Jerry  M.,  Martin  W.,  Curtis,  Grace  and  Ches- 
ter. The  mother  of  these  children  was  born 
in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  in  1843,  her  parents 
having  been  among  the  very  early  settlers  from 
Pennsylvania.  In  1886  Mr.  Varner  purchased 
his  present  farm,  and  has  since  given  it  his  en- 
tire attention,  rendering  it  one  of  the  best  in 
the  township.  Mrs.  Varner  is  a strict  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  and  Mr.  Varner  is  a 
member  of  Weiser  post,  No.  93,  G A.  R.,  of 
Dupont,  Ohio.  Politically  he  is  a republican, 
and  he  and  family  stand  among  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Greensburg  township. 


ILLIAM  J VARNER,  one  of  the 
ME  I young  and  progressive  farmers  of 
Greensburg  township  , Putnam  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  in  fact  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  and  up-to-date  citizens  in  all  that 
term  implies,  dates  his  birth  from  the  year  1847 
and  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Greensburg 
township,  being  the  second  son,  but  fourth 
child,  born  in  a family  of  nine  children  to  Jacob 
and  Eliza  (Guyton)  Varner,  of  whom  further 
mention  is  made  above  in  a sketch  of  Isaiah 
Varner. 

William  J.  Varner, the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  and  assisted 
his  father  in  improving  same  until  a man  grown, 
hie  was  early  inured  to  hard  labor,  industry 
and  economy,  which  traits  of  character  were 
indelibly  stamped  in  his  make-up..  He  received 
a liberal  education  from  the  common  schools 
in  the  home  district,  and  beingof  an  observing 
disposition  and  blessed  with  a retentive  mem- 
ory, has  greatly  added  to  his  fund  of  knowl- 
edge, which  lie  finds  a valuable  factor  in  the 


progress  of  life.  He  remained  under  the  roof 
of  his  honored  parents  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  during  which  year,  on  the  gist  of  No- 
vember, 1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Simon,  one  of  the  most  worthy  young  ladies  of 
Greensburg  township.  Soon  after  marriage 
the  young  and  hopeful  couple  settled  on  the  old 
Varner  homestead,  where  they  resided  for  three 
years,  after  which,  in  1872,  he  located  upon  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  on  which  he  has 
made  many  valuable  improvements,  and  to-day 
enjoys  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  pleas- 
ant homes  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Varner  has  been  one  of  the  successful 
farmers,  giving  his  attention  largely  to  the 
culture  of  grain  and  other  farm  products,  and 
in  connection  with  his  agriculture  interests, 
which  are  not  neglected  from  anv  standpoint, 
he  has  dealt  extensively  in  live  stock  and  has 
for  several  years  been  a shipper  to  the  eastern 
markets.  He  is  well  posted  upon  the  topics  of 
the  day,  reading  some  of  the  best  farm  jour- 
nals, and  finds  time  to  experiment  in  the  raising 
of  grain  and  stock  as  well,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  be  a leader  in  his 
most  honorable  calling  in  the  county  of  Putnam. 
Politically,  Mr.  Varner  is  a stanch  republican, 
and  at  present  is  township  treasurer,  having 
been  elected  by  the  people,  overcoming  a very 
large  adverse  majority,  which  shows  Ins  popu- 
larity in  the  vicinity  where  he  has  spent  his 
entire  life.  He  is  honored  and  respected  by 
all  wherever  known,  and  none  can  speak  ill 
against  him.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
the  Ottawa  lodge,  F.  A A.  M.  Religiously  he 
is  not  a member  of  any  church,  although  he 
gives  very  liberally  to  the  support  of  religions 
and  all  charitable  enterprises. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Varner  and  Miss 
Simon  have  been  born  five  children,  viz  Nettie, 
Gertrude,  Carl  C.,  Zoc  and  Laura.  Mrs.  Var- 
ner is  a member  of  the  United  Brethrei  iiurch, 
and  is  very  popular  in  the  social  world.  She 
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dates  her  birth  from  the  year  1849,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  her  native  township, 
where  she  has  passed  her  entire  life.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Savillia  (Gen- 
slnnier)  Simon,  whose  sketch  appears  at  length 
in  this  volume. 


ON.  AMOS  Z.  THOMAS,  who  is  the 
present  judge  of  the  probate  court  of 
Putnam  county,  has  been  an  honored 
resident  of  Ottawa  since  the  month  of 
june,  1866.  Judge  Thomas  is  a native  of 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1829,  a son  of  David  M.  and  Elizabeth 
(Fry)  Thomas,  who  were  born  in  Montgomery 
and  Perry  counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  On  his 
father’s  side  the  judge  is  of  Welsh  descent,  his 
great-grandfather  having  come  to  America  in  a 
very  early  day,  and  settled  in  Virginia.  John 
Thomas,  the  judge’s  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  in  an  early 
day  moved  to  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  He  had  a family  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  father  of  the  subject,  lived  and 
died  in  the  latter  state.  One  of  the  sons  of 
John  Thomas,  whose  name  was  also  John, 
served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of  1812. 
David  M.  Thomas,  the  judge’s  father,  moved 
to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  early  manhood, 
and  became  the  head  of  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Julia  A , 

deceased  wife  of  Frederick  Cratsley;  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Elam  Bentley;  Amos  Z. ; Hanna, 
deceased.  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Amos  Bentley,  and 
David  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 

The  mother  of  these  children  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Fry,  who  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  l’a.  Mr.  Fry  afterward  located  near 
Millerstown,  in  his  native  state,  where  lie  mar- 
ried and  / here  for  some  years  he  carried  on 
the  tailor’s  trade.  He  reared  a family  of  nine 


children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  whose 
names,  in  the  order  of  birth,  were  as  follows: 
Henry,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Abraham,  Frederick, 
Mary,  John,  Elizabeth  and  David.  Of  these 
sons  Daniel,  Joseph,  Abraham  and  Frederick 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  earned  the 
reputation  of  brave  and  gallant  soldiers.  Jo- 
seph was  killed  while  in  the  service;  Abraham 
moved  to  Eafayette,  Ind.,  where  he  became  a 
prominent  factor  in  political  circles,  having 
served  as  treasurer  of  Tippecanoe  county,  that 
state,  besides  holding  other  positions  of  pub- 
lic trust. 

Judge  Amos  Z.  Thomas’s  early  experience 
was  upon  the  home  farm  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  remained  until  his  eighteenth  year, 
at  which  time  he  began  a course  of  study  pre- 
paratory to  entering  college.  In  1854  lie  be- 
came a student  of  Meadville  college,  Pa.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1859,  in  a 
class  of  seventeen,  and  for  two  years  there- 
after taught  in  the  academy  at  Carrollton, 
Ohio.  In  the  meantime,  having  selected  law 
as  his  profession,  Mr.  Thomas  began  studying 
the  same  at  Warren,  Ohio,  with  Messrs.  Bur- 
chard  & Moses,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  that  city  in  1865.  Several  years  after 
finishing  his  professional  studies,  Mr.  Thomas 
was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  he  continued 
educational  work  for  some  time  in  Putnam 
county,  to  which  part  of  the  state  he  removed 
in  1866.  In  1870  he  effected  a co-partner- 
ship in  the  law,  at  Ottawa,  with  Stansberry 
Sutton,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sutton  A 
Thomas,  and  after  the  death  of  his  partner,  in 
1879,  the  judge  practiced  alone  until  becom- 
ing associated  with  W.  W.  Sutton.  The  firm 
of  Thomas  & Sutton  continued  until  1891, 
in  which  year  Mr.  Thomas  withdrew,  in  order 
to  enter  upon  his  official  duties  as  judge  of 
the  probate  court,  to  which  position  lv  was 
elected  in  the  fall  of  1890.  The  ability  with 
which  Judge  Thomas  discharged  his  official 
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functions  was  duly  appreciated  by  the  citizens 
of  the  county,  who,  in  1893,  honored  him  by 
re-election  to  the  same  position,  which  he  now 
holds.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  school  examiners,  was  for  some  time 
active  in  promoting  the  municipal  legislation 
of  Ottawa  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  and 
has  represented  his  county  in  various  political 
conventions.  He  is  a representative  demo- 
crat, a leader  of  his  party  in  Putnam  county, 
and  was  chosen  alternate  delegate  to  the  dem- 
ocratic national  convention  at  Saint  Louis  in 
1888.  From  the  time  he  adopted  law  as  a 
life-work  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  devoted  to  it, 
and  his  chief  aim  has  been  to  adorn  the  pro- 
fession. He  has  always  been  a close  arid  care- 
ful student  of  law,  going  into  wide  research  for 
authorities.  As  a judge,  he  is  popular  alike 
with  lawyers  and  litigants  and  few,  indeed, 
have  been  his  decisions  which  have  met  with 
reversal  by  the  higher  courts. 

judge  Thomas  is  a Mason  of  high  degree, 
belonging  to  the  Blue  lodge  and  chapter  of  Ot- 
towa,  and  council  and  commandery  of  Lima. 
He  was  married  in  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
March  19,  1876,  to  Miss  Anna  R.  Hagenbaugh, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  Hagenbaugh,  of 
1 'airfield,  Greene  county,  Ohio.  The  judge 
has  been  successful  in  a financial  sense,  having 

• o 

accumulated  a comfortable  competence,  in- 
cluding valuable  real  estate  in  Ottawa,  and 
farm  property  in  the  country.  He  is  a self- 
made  man  in  the  true  sense  of  that  term,  full 
of  energy  and  determination,  and  a list  of  Put- 
nam county's  representative  men  would  be  in- 
complete without  a mention  of  his  name. 

| It  here  becomes  the  melancholy  duty  of 
the  publishers  of  this  volume  to  state  that  since 
the  above  sketch  of  Hon.  A.  Z.  Thomas  was 
prepared  for  publication,  the  lamented  subject 
was  called  to  his  final  rest,  February  u, 
1896 — dying  peacefully  at  home  on  the  date 
in  ntioned. 


RS.  CLARA  A.  VAN  VLERAH  is 
the  occupant  of  a fertile  farm  in 
Monroe  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  and  a lady  highly  respected 
by  all  who  know  her.  She  is  the  widow  of 
Enos  Van  Vlerah,  whose  father,  Samuel  Van 
Vlerah,  was  a reputable  and  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  but  who,  in  1852, 
moved  to  Defiance,  where  he  bought  a farm 
three  miles  from  the  city  of  the  same  n me, 
and  there  soon  afterward  died.  He  had  mar- 
ried Sarah  Schoonover,  to  which  union  ^ere 
born  the  following  children:  Abraham  (de- 

ceased), Elizabeth  (also  deceased),  Fmes 
(who  died  an  infant),  Anna  (deceased),  Amanda 
(wife  of  Jacob  Spansler),  Enos  and  Luanda, 
also  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
in  1853,  and  the  widow  afterward  married 
Jacob  Spangler,  Sr.,  and  died  June  11,  1879. 
Enos  Van  Vlerah  was  born  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  May  19,  1847,  and  was  reared 
to  farming.  On  account  of  the  early  death  of 
his  father,  his  education  was  not  exceptionally 
good,  but  he  acquired  sufficient  book-learning 
to  carry  him  successfully  through  life  His 
marriage  took  place  July  11,  1872,  and  his 

union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  biwh  of 
one  daughter,  Lucinda,  who  was  born  August 
19,  *873,  and  on  August  20,  1889,  was  mar- 
ried to  B.  Franklin  Getz,  who  settled  on  the 
homestead  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  and 
died  October  15,  1891.  When  Mr. Van  Vlerah 
first  made  this  farm  his  home,  there  were  no 
improvements  whatever  on  the  place,  not  even 
a cabin;  but  he  went  manfully  to  work  and 
made  the  place  what  it  is  to-day — one  of  the 
most  fertile  sixty-acre  farms  in  the  township 
and  well  improved  in  every  essential  way.  Mr. 
Van  Vlerah  was  in  politics  a democrat  and 
was  a public-spirited  citizen,  always  ready  to 
aid  church  and  school  with  his  means,  and  to 
assist  in  every  enterprise  intended  for  the 
common  good.  He  diet1  June  23,  1892.  His 
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widow,  our  subject,  has  never  been  behind  in 
forwarding  of  the  progress  of  the  township  and 
county,  as  far  as  her  opportunities  offered 
themselves,  and  she  now  lives  in  a retired 
sphere  of  life  that  is  encircled  by  a host  of  ad- 
miring friends,  who  respect  her  most  sincerely 
for  her  many  womanly  virtues. 


RS.  ELLEN  (LAMB)  VAUGHN,  of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county. 
Ollier,  is  the  widow  of  Michael 
Vaughn,  and  was  born  in  Kings 
county,  Ireland,  between  Christmas  and  New 
Year’s  day,  1335,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Ellen  (Carty)  Lamb.  The  father,  a farmer, 
was  born,  lived  and  died  in  the  said  county  of 
Kings,  and  there  Mrs.  Vaughn  received  a 
limited  education  and  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Catholic  church.  In  her  seventeenth 
year,  accompanied  by  an  elder  sister,  Mrs 
Catherine  Bracken,  she  came  to  America  and 
for  five  years  worked  at  gaiter  binding  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  in  1847,  in  company 
with  another  sister,  Ann,  and  a cousin,  went 
to  York  Ridge,  Dearborn  county,  Ind.,  where 
she  was  married  in  July,  1847,  to  the  late 
Michael  Vaughn,  which  union  was  blessed 
with  six  children,  viz:  John,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  and 
one-half  years;  Joseph,  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Thomas,  deceased; 
Stephen,  of  Jennings  township,  and  Michael, 
deceased 

Michael  Vaughn,  the  deceased  husband  of 
our  sketch,  was  born  in  county  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, on  Michaelmas  day,  1814,  a son  of 
Anthony  and  Margaret  (Lorilla)  Vaughn.  He 
was  educated  in  1 1 is  native  county,  and  in 
youth  shipped  before  'he  mast,  and  for  several 
s ears  visde  ' most  of  the  seaports  of  the  world. 
About  184.'  he  landed  at  New  Orleans,  La  , 
where  lu  worked  on  the  levees  lor  some  time, 


and  also  on  various  sugar  plantations  in  that 
state,  and  thence  made  his  way  northward, 
working  as  a day  laborer.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  in  Guilford,  Ind.,  where  for  twelve 
years  he  was  employed  as  a watchman  by  the 
Big  Lour  Railroad  company.  During  this 
period  he  saved  some  money,  with  which,  in 
1867,  he  purchased  from  his  brother,  Anthony 
Vaughn,  eighty  acres  of  woodland  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  Here 
he  built  a house  of  logs,  cleared  up  his  land, 
and  from  time  to  time  until  his  death  was  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
township,  bringing  his  place  into  a state  of 
good  cultivation  and  improving  it  with  good, 
substantial  farm  buildings.  He  was  industrious 
and  enterprising,  and  won  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  A devout  Catholic  in  religion 
and  in  politics  a loyal  democrat,  he  lived  an 
active  and  useful  life,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Kalida,  December  29,  1894.  His  widow  has 
passed  her  three  score  and  ten  years,  and  is 
much  esteemed  by  her  neighbors  as  a pious 
and  kind-hearted  matron.  Her  brothers, 
Michael,  of  Cincinnati,  and  John  and  James,  of 
Ireland,  are  still  living,  as  are  her  sisters, 
Margaret  and  Ann,  the  former  in  Ireland  and 
the  latter  in  Lima,  Ohio.  Of  the  family  of 
Mr.  Vaughn,  one  brother,  Anthony,  is  also  a 
resident  of  Lima. 

Joseph  Vaughn,  son  of  Michael  and  Ellen 
(Lamb)  Vaughn,  was  born  in  Dearborn  county, 
Ind.,  January  24,  1858,  and  when  about 

seven  years  of  age  was  brought  to  Putnam 
county  by  his  parents,  and  was  here  reared  on 
the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
J schools.  In  April,  1886,  he  married  Stella 
I Gander,  who  was  born  in  Sugar  Greek  town- 
ship, June  25,  1863,  a daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Harriet  (Clevenger)  Gandei,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  four  children,  namely: 
j Stanley  G.,  William  Allen,  Michael  ( and 
I Joseph  A After  his  marriage,  j .-.eph  Vaughn 
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settled  on  a farm  given  to  Mrs.  Vaughn  by 
her  father,  where  Mr.  Vaughn  lived  until  Sep- 
tember, 1 890,  when  he  traded  this  farm  for 
the  old  Vaughn  homestead,  on  which  he  and 
family  still  live.  In  religion  he  is  a Catholic 
and  in  politics  a democrat.  He  is  a successful 
farmer  and  horse  breeder,  is  open  hearted  and 
generous,  is  public  spirited,  and  freely  aids 
all  projects  designed  to  promote  the  general 
welfare. 


ARTIN  L.  VEACH,  a prominent 
farmer  and  retired  merchant  of 
Jackson  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  is  a'  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  E.  (Freeman)  Veach,  and  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  September  3,  1849. 
The  father,  William  Veach,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  born  January  16,  1816,  and  was  a 
son  of  a native  of  Scotland,  also  named  Wil- 
liam, who  was  born  about  1784,  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  when  a youth  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  who  located  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  there  William,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  followed  the  profession  of  school- 
teaching  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  was 
a gentleman  of  superior  attainments  and  was 
famous  as  a pedagogue  in  his  day.  To  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hawn,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  born  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Mary  Morris,  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio; 
William,  father  of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Ma- 
t h i Lie  Williams,  Mrs.  Lavina  Stevens,  and 
Thomas,  of  Kansas,  all  three  deceased ;'  Beno- 
nia,  a farmer  of  Douglas  county,  111.;  Harrison 
and  Mrs.  Susan  Ogborne,  both  deceased.  In 
1851,  William  Veach,  Sr.,  brought  his  family 
to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Putnam  county,  where 
lu.  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
>8,4,  an  honored  citizen.  In  politics  he  was 
a whig  and  held  the  oflice  (if  justice  of  the 


peace  a number  of  years,  as  well  as  several 
minor  offices. 

William  Veach,  Jr,  was  educated  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Ohio,  was  reared  on  a farm,  and 
November  3,'  1847,  was  united  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Nancy  FYeeman,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Susan  (Kemper)  Freeman.  John 
Freeman,  father  of  Jonathan,  was  a gallant 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a highly 
respected  gentleman  of  Scotch  descent.  Jona- 
than was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  his  wife, 
Susan  Kemper,  was  of  German  extraction; 
Mrs.  Nancy  Veach  was  born  in  Fairfax  county, 
Va.,  May  6,  1825,  and  became  the  mother 
of  one  child — Martin  L.  Veach,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

After  marriage  William  Veach,  Jr.,  located 
in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
two  years,  and  then  moved  to  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  two  years 
in  the  mercantile  business.  In  Febrm  ry, 
1863,  he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  bought 
160  acres  of  uncleared  land  near  Kai’da, 
on  which  he  carried  on  agriculture  for  eight 
years,  then  sold  out  and  purchased  the 
farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Auglaize  river  where 
his  son,  our  subject,  now  lives  arid  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life — dying  Aug- 
ust 18,  1874,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  ho  was  a very 
prominent  and  active  member,  having  been  a 
class  leader  all  his  life  after  uniting  with  that 
body;  he  was  a church  trustee,  also,  and  for 
many  years  a superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  In  politics  he  was  first  a whig  and 
later  a republican — serving  as  towship  trustee 
and  filling,  at  different  periods,  several  of  the 
minor  local  offices.  He  was  emphatically  a 
self-made  made  man  in  all  that  the  phrase  im- 
plies, and  was  a gentleman  of  great  infiuence 
in  his  church,  in  his  partv  and  in  general  affairs 
of  the  communities  in  which  his  lot  w..s  at 
different  times  cast.  His  widow  is  also  a 
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highly  respected  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  is  now  residing  with  her  son,  our 
subject,  on  the  old  homestead. 

Martin  L.  Veach,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  biographical  memoir,  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  educated  in  Putnam  county. 
In  1870  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  October  4th 
of  that  year  there  married  Miss  May  Hall,  who 
was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  January  1, 
1850,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Seitz)  Hall.  To  this  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Veach  have  been  born  three  children,  named 
as  follows;  Dula,  a prominent  teacher  of 
Putnam  county;  William  C.,  a farmer,  and 
Charles,  also  a farmer—  all  three  at  home. 
Benjamin  Hall,  the  father  of  Mr.  Veach,  was 
born  in  P'airfield  county,  Ohio,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  After  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Veach  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  their 
removal  to  Kalida  in  1880,  where  Mr.  Veach 
engaged  in  merchandising  until  1892,  doing  a 
very  successful  trade;  he  then  sold  out  his  store 
and  retired  to  his  farm,  which  he  still  occu- 
pies in  the  summer,  and  in  winter  makes  his 
home  residence  at  his  town  house  in  Kalida. 
Mr.  Veach  has,  as  a rule,  been  very  successful  in 
his  undertakings,  meeting  with  but  few  re- 
verses. He  is  possessed  of  excellent  business 
talents,  has  made  a competence,  and  is  now' 
living  a retired  life,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him. 


BURDIN  AND  VINCKE,  the  genial  mer- 
chant of  Ottoville,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of 
Hanover,  May  22,  1851.  His  father, 
John  Henry,  was  born  in  1812,  on  an  estate 
comprising  200  acres  of  land  that  had  been  in 
the  family  since  the  time  that  the  “memory 
of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.”  He 
married  Mary  Welker,  who  was  born  in  1827, 
a daughter  of  John  Welker,  and  this  union  re- 


sulted in  the  birth  of  six  children,  named  Fritz, 
Henry,  Anne,  Ferdinand,  William  and  Frank. 
Mr.  Vincke  passed  all  his  life  on  the  homestead, 
and  died  May  12,  1884,  a devout  believer  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Ferdinand  Vincke,  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
country,  and  acquired  a good  knowdedge  of  ag- 
riculture on  the  home  farm.  He  served  two 
years  in  the  German  army,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  August  9,  1875,  sailed  froin 
Bremerhaven  for  America,  and  landed  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  August  27.  After  a short  stay  in 
Baltimore,  Cincinnati  and  Delphos,  Mr.  Vincke 
arrived  in  Ottoville  September  2,  1875.  He 
was  first  employed  at  farm  work  by  Gerhard 
Otte,  for  nearly  three  years,  and  was  then  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  the  store  for  about  two  years; 
he  then  bought  a half-interest  in  the  business, 
in  February,  1879,  in  company  with  Max 
Winkelman,  forming  a partnership  which  was 
dissolved  August  15,  1895,  Mr.  Vincke  pur- 
chasing Max  Winkelman’s  interest  and  becom- 
ing sole  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best  know'll 
stores  in  the  county,  which  carries  an  extremely 
large  and  w;ell  assorted  stock  of  general 
merchandise. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Vincke  took  place 
November  5,  1878,  in  Ottoville,  with  Miss 
Mary  Schlagbaum,  who  was  born  October  4, 
1857,  one-quarter  mile  east  of  Ottoville,  on 
the  farm  of  her  parents,  George  and  Dora 
(Hille)  Schlagbaum.  The  father,  George 
Schlagbaum,  was  a native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, and  an  old  settler  of  Monterey  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio.  He  came  here  in 
1852,  bought  a tract  of  eighty  acres,  made  a 
good  farm  and  reared  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren— Bernard,  Luisia,  Mary,  William  and 
Anna.  His  death  took  place  in  1 886,  at  the 
age  of  about  sixty-six  years,  l ie  was  a Cath- 
olic in  religion,  and  in  politics  a democrat. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincke  made 
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their  residence  in  Ottoville,  and  here  they  still 
live.  Their  seven  children  are  named  Joseph, 
Frank,  William,  Anna,  Dora,  George  and 
Ferdinand.  The  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  and  the  parents  were  lib- 
eral contributors  to  the  fund  raised  to  erect 
the  present  splendid  Catholic  house  of  worship 
in  Ottoville.  In  politics  Mr.  Vincke  is  a dem- 
ocrat. Socially  he  is  esteemed  by  the  commu- 
nity for  his  integrity  and  straightforwardness 
and  his  pleasant  disposition. 


ENRY  VON  LEHMDEN,  a substan- 
tial farmer  of  Jennings  township,  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the 
township,  and  was  born  July  12,  1842. 
His  father.  Bernard  Von  Lehmden,  was  born 
at  Steinfeldt,  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  October, 
the  year  being  probably  1812,  a son  of  Ber- 
nard and  Agnes  Von  Lehmden,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a sea-faring  man,  voyaging  to  Hol- 
land. Bernard  and  Agnes  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  viz:  Agnes,  Frank,  Anton,  Ber- 

nard (all  of  whom  came  to  America),  Lucette, 
and  Joseph— -the  father  being  still  a resident 
of  Oldenburg. 

Bernard  Von  Lehmden,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking  in  Ger- 
many, and  was  still  a single  man  when  he 
came  to  America,  and  bearing  him  company 
were  Bernadina  Hunkump  and  her  sister  Caro- 
line, and  his  own  sister,  Agnes  King,  with  her 
husband  and  family.  In  1839  or  1840,  at 
Fort  Jennings,  Bernard  Von  Lehmden  was 
married  to  Bernadina  Hunkamp,  who  had 
passed  about  a year  in  Cincinnati.  After  his 
marriage  Bernard  and  his  wife  lived  for  four 
years  on  the  farm  of  his  brother  Anton,  who 
had  preceded  him  to  the  country  by  four  years, 
and  also  with  his  brother  Frank,  who  had  set- 
tled one-(]iiarter  of  a mile  southwest  of  Fort 
Jennings.  In  1843  he  purchased  lifty-threc 


acres  of  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
but  which  was  then  in  the  woods,  though  by 
the  expenditure  of  the  usual  time  and  hard 
labor  he  subsequently  converted  it  into  a com- 
fortable home.  To  the  marriage  here  alluded 
to  were  born  nine  children,  viz:  Henry  (our 

subject),  Annie,  Frank,  Mary,  Bernardina  and 
Bernard,  still  living,  and  three  dead.  The 
humble  log  cabin  of  these  pioneer  parents  was 
on  the  bank  of  the  Auglaize  river,  and  to  this 
rude  habitation  wolves  would  come  at  night, 
put  their  forefeet  on  the  low  window-sill,  look 
into  the  room  and  howl  in  hideous  discord. 
On  one  occasion  Mrs.  Von  Lehmden,  while  on 
her  way  at  nightfall  to  Andy  (Anton)  Von 
Lehmden’s  cabin,  a mile  away,  was  followed 
by  a huge  wolf,  intent  on  a supper,  and  es- 
caped only  by  crossing  the  stream  in  her 
canoe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Von  Lehmden  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Catholic  church  which 
they  always  liberally  supported  with  their 
means,  and  Mr.  Von  Lehmden  also  assisted  in 
erecting  the  old  log  church  building  in  P'ort 
Jennings.  He  acquired  a farm  of  ninety-three 
acres,  of  which  he  cleared  and  improved  seven- 
ty-six acres,  and  here  died  October  24,  1884. 

Henry  Von  Lehmden,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  the  wilderness  mentioned  above,  and 
as  the  years  advanced  assisted  in  clearing 
away  the  forest  from  many  of  the  acres  that 
still  existed  in  their  primitive  condition,  during 
his  later  youth  and  earlier  manhood — receiving 
his  education  by  attending  school  for  a month 
or  two  each  winter  at  Fort  Jennings  and  .1  short 
time  at  Delphos,  about  which  time  he  was  at- 
tacked with  the  typhoid  fever  and  came  very 
near  dying.  November  4,  1879,  he  married, 
at  Fort  Jennings,  Mrs.  Helena  Shoenuller,  a 
widow,  and  a daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Helena 
Cramer.  Lawrence  Cramer  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Glandorf,  and  the  father  ol  eight 
children,  named  as  follows:  Peter,  Matthew', 
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Frank,  Helena,  Annie,  Elizabeth,  Margaret  and 
M ary.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Von  Lehni- 
den  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children,  Mary,  Joseph  and  John,  and  the 
parents  and  children  constitute  one  happy  family 
on  the  old  farm.  The  family  are  all  devout 
Catholics.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Cramer  comprised 
l 10  acres,  and  on  this  farm  he  ended  his  days. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Von  Lehmden  bought? 
the  old  homestead,  then  consisting  of  ninety- 
three  acres,  and  here  he  still  lives,  as  stated. 
In  politics  he  is  a democrat.  His  wife,  by  her 
first  marriage  to  Henry  Shoemiller,  became  the 
mother  of  one  child— Amelia-  -who  is  now  living 
with  our  subject.  Mr.  Shoemiller  was  a pros- 
perous farmer  and  the  owner  of  a tract  of  104 
acres  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  died  one 
year  after  his  marriage.  Mr.  Von  Lehmden 
is  a gentleman  of  marked  characteristicts,  was 
extremely  kind  and  filial  to  his  parents,  and 
for  their  sake  remained  single  until  thirty-seven 
years  of  age.  He  has  been  very  industrious, 
and  they  are  such  as  he  who  clear  up  our  for- 
ests, build  our  villages  and  found  our  schools 
and  churches  and  produce  our  wealth  in  general. 


aH ARLES  WANNEMACHER,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  merchants  and 
hardwaremen  of  Ottoville,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  is  of  German  birth  and 
comes  from  one  of  the  earliest  settled  families 
of  Monterey  township.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  Wannemacher,  was  born  in  Prussia, 
December  26,  1 S 7 8 , and  died  October  u, 

1876.  He  was  a locksmith  by  trade,  and  mar- 
ried, in  his  native  village,  Theresa  Dierringer, 
a daughter  of  Anton  Dierringer,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  eight  chiildren,  as  follows; 
Paulina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
Joseph,  Peter,  Ferdinand  deceased  at  six  years; 
Timothy,  Charles,  Ferdinand,  second,  and 
Benedict. 


The  Wannemacher  family  sailed  from  Ant- 
werp, Belgium,  March  10,  1852,  in  the  ship 
Edwina,  and  after  a voyage  of  forty  days 
landed  in  New  York,  April  23,  of  the  same  year. 
Joseph,  the  oldest  son,  had  preceded  the  family 
to  Putnam  county  five  years,  in  the  spring  of 
1847,  to  look  over  the  country,  and  the  family 
followed,  prrived  also,  as  stated,  in  New  York, 
coming  to  Ottoville,  in  1852,  via  Albany  and 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by  railroad,  and  thence  by  lake 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  reaching  Ottoville  on  May  the 
6th.  Ottoville  then  contained  two  buildings 
only — one  of  logs  and  the  other  a frame.  Jo- 
seph Wannemacher  settled  on  eighty  acres, 
one  and  a half  miles  from  the  village,  lived  for 
three  years  or  more  on  the  land,  and  then 
bought  a small  farm  for  himself  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  and,  being  a devout  Catholic,  lent 
ready  assistance  to  the  building  of  Saint  Mary’s 
church  at  Ottoville,  and  under  the  extreme 
unction  of  that  faith  died  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year. 

Charles  Wannemacher,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 7,  1837,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  brought  to  America  in  1852.  He 
had  received  a good  common-school  education 
in  his  native  village,  and  after  reaching  Ohio 
took  a peculiar  but  natural  method  of  learning 
English  by  spelling  out  the  signs  on  stores,  and 
the  advertisements  displayed  on  fences,  etc., 
till  he  had  slowly  interpreted  their  meaning, 
and  thus  gained  a key  to  the  language.  At 
Delphos,  Ohio,  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making, serving  a year  and  a half.  After  be- 
coming, in  this  short  time,  comparatively 
competent  as  a workman,  he  passed  a few 
years  in  Cincinnati  as  a journeyman,  and  then 
returned  to  Ottoville  and  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  and  for  sixteen  year^  kept  a general 
shoe  store,  and  made  money  tlnough  keeping 
first-class  goods  and  also  through  his  polite- 
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ness  and  upright  treatment  of  his  patrons. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wannemacher  took  place 
July  9,  i860,  at  Ottoville,  with  Miss  Fannie 
Fournier,  who  was  born  July  15,  1840,  in  the 
province  of  Lorraine,  France,  the  only  child 
of  Joseph  C.  and  Mary  C.  (Oberhauser)  P'our- 
nier.  Joseph  C.  Fournier,  with  his  wife  and 
child,  had  come  to  America  in  1848,  lived  for 
a while  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  then  came  to 
Monterey  township,  Putnam  county,  where, 
in  1851,  Mr.  Fournier  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  that  he  worked  out  from  a wilderness 
into  a blooming  garden  of  grain  and  fruit.  He 
here  also  followed  the  profession  of  a vet- 
erinary surgeon,  and  at  one  time  was  coroner 
of  Putnam  county,  holding  the  office  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  died  at  the  age  of  about 
sixty-six  years,  and  to  the  last  day  of  his  life 
was  a sound  democrat.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Wannemacher  were  born 
eleven  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living: 
Joseph  C.,  John,  Jacob,  Stephen,  Alexander, 
Fannie  and  Charles. 

Mr.  Wannemacher  was  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  county  commissioner  in  1873  and 
served  until  1879 — two  terms.  At  about  the 
conclusion  of  his  public  services  he  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Ottoville,  and  has 
advanced  it  until  he  now  owns  and  occupies 
a two-story  and  basement  store,  supplied  with 
every  essential  article,  big  or  little,  to  be 
found  in  the  trade — including  shelf,  heavy  and 
builders'  hardware  and  agricultural  implements, 
the  firm  being  composed  of  himself  and  his 
son,  Joseph  C.,  and  style  being  Charles  Wan- 
nemacher  & Son.  In  addition  to  the  many 
public-spirited  acts  that.  Mr.  Wannemacher  has 
performed  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  laid  out  the 
southwestern  addition  to  the  city,  thus  afford- 
ing to  rich  and  poor  pleasant  sites  for  home 
building,  and  giving  conveniences  to  the  town 
it  would  otherwise  have  lacked.  1 1 is  property 


comprises  seventy  acres  one  mile  south  of 
town,  and  forty-six  acres  four  miles  north,  as 
well  as  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township, 
and  some  real  estate  in  Paulding  county, 
beside  several  city  residences  in  Ottoville  and 
elsewhere.  Mr.  Wannemacher  has  served  as 
township  assessor,  township  clerk,  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  even  while  yet  a youth  he 
held  the  office  of  constable,  being  in  politics  a 
democrat.  In  religion  he  is  a devout  Catholic, 
and  is  a member  of  the  council,  and  of  the 
building  commitee  of  the  church  at  Ottoville, 
to  the  erection  of  which  he  has  contributed 
munificently  of  his  means.  Mrs.  Wannemacher, 
who  was  also  a devout  Catholic,  died  in  this 
faith  August  29,  1890,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years 
— a lady  of  many  virtues.  Charles  Wanne- 
macher is  a gentleman  of  fine  natural  al  •’’ties, 
and  in  a business  sense  is  entirely  self  made, 
having  worked  himself  upward  from  a poor  boy, 
with  no  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  to 
be  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Putnam 
county  and  one  who  commands  the  respect  of 
everybody  who  has  his  acquaintance. 

Joseph  Wannemacher,  pioneer  of  Ottoville, 
Monterey'  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  honored  citi- 
zens of  the  town  and  county.  He  was  born 
March  19,  1827,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  a son 
of  John  and  Theresa  (Dierrenger)  Wanne- 
macher, of  whom  further  mention  is  made  in 
in  the  biography  of  Charles  Wannemacher. 
Joseph  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  country  until  eight  years  of  age,  receiv- 
ing a very  good  education.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  locksmith,  and  May  1,  1847,  sailed 
from  Antwerp  in  the  Omaha,  a sailing  vessel, 
reaching  New  York,  after  a passage  of  thirty- 
six  days.  July'  1,  he  departed  for  the  west, 
reached  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  worked  in 
the  iron  works  there  for  a year,  then  amt  to 
Newcastle,  Pa.,  and  for  a year  worked  in  a 
nail  factory;  in  1851  he  came  to  Of  ville, 
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Putnam  county,  June  I,  via  the  canal  packet 
line  from  Cleveland,  and  bought  a tract  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  in  section 
26,  one  mile  and  a half  west  of  Ottoville;  of 
this  he  cleared  fifty  acres,  on  which  he  resided 
until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Ottoville  and 
erected  his  present  dwelling  and  business  house 
and  engaged  in  general  merchandising  for 
twenty-two  years,  when  he  rented  his  business 
place  for  a drug  store  and  retired  to  private 
life.  Being  in  politics  a democrat,  Mr.  Wan- 
nemacher  served  as  township  clerk  from  1855 
to  1866,  and  was  the  first  mayor  elected  in 
Ottoville.  He  made  a trip  of  five  month’s  to 
his  old  home  in  Europe  in  1887,  and  on  his 
return  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  a 
position  he  still  holds,  thus  showing  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. He  was  the  first  notary  public  in  Mon- 
terey township.  As  a squire,  he  has  probably 
married  more  couples  than  any  other  justice  in 
his  part  of  the  country,  having  always  been  a 
most  popular  citizen  as  well  as  official.  fie 
has  also  served  for  six  years  as  a member  of 
the  school  board.  In  religion  he  is  a true 
Catholic  and  assisted  liberally  in  building  the 
first  Catholic  church  in  Ottoville  and  in  the 
erection  of  the  present  stately  pile. 

Mr.  Wannemacher  was  first  united  in  mat- 
rimony, April  17,  1854,  in  Delphos,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Martha  Stern,  who  was  born  March 
18,  1837,  a daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Catherine 
Stern.  Godfrey  Stern  came  from  Germany  in 
1830,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  children, 
seven  in  number,  named  as  follows:  John, 

Henry,  Martha,  Jacob,  Martin,  Mary  and 
Erheart.  He  settled  at  Fort  Jennings,  a 
pioneer  in  the  days  of  Kaabe  and  Discher, 
where  he  lived  until  1848,  when  he  moved  to 
a farm  one  mile  west  of  Ottoville,  which  farm 
comprised  eighty  acres,  and  which  he  cleared 
up  from  the  woods;  here  his  death  took  place 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  a member  of  the 


Lutheran  church  and  an  ex-soldier  of  the  wars 
of  Napoleon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wannemacher, 
immediately  after  marriage,  settled  in  Ottoville, 
where  they  lived  happy  together  until  the  death 
of  the  latter,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years,  she  having  been  a Catholic  in  religion. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  six  children,  viz: 
John,  Henry,  Mary,  Godfried,  Adam  and 
Catherine.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wan- 
nemacher took  place  January  26,  1887,  at 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Sufert,  nee 
Houseman,  who  was  born  August  18,  1840,  in 
Bremen,  Germany;  to  this  union  no  chddren 
have  been  born,  but  Mrs.  Wannemacher,  by  her 
first  husband,  had  one  daughter — Mary.  Mr. 

Wannemacher  has  been  a very  successful  man, 
in  a business  point  of  view,  and  has  given  to 
his  son,  John,  eighty  acres;  to  Adam,  forty 
acres;  to  Henry,  eighty  acres,  and  to  Godfried, 
forty  acres,  stiil  retaining  1 39  acres  for  his  own 
homestead.  His  property  is  the  result  of  his 
own  good  management  and  industry,  and  he  is 
recognized  by  all  as  being  a man  of  sterling 
worth  and  unspotted  integrity,  and  his  life  has 
been  such  as  to  be  an  example  well  worthy  of 
imitation  by  the  rising  generation  and  the  emu- 
lation of  his  less  fortunate  fellow-citizens, 
whose  respect  he  so  fully  enjoys,  and  which  he 
so  fully  deserves. 


'y/r-v*  OHN  H.  UPHAUS,  justice  of  the  peace 
fl  and  ex-judge  of  the  probate  court  of 
j Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Old- 
enburg, Germany,  September  26,  1832, 
a son  of  John  G.  and  Catherine  (Poeppelman) 
Uphaus,  who  came  to  America  in  1835  bring- 
ing their  only  child,  our  subject.  This  small 
family  located  on  section  No  30,  Ottowa  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  on  a farm  of  104 
acres,  containing  a round-log  cabin.  A few 
acres  of  this  farm  were  cleared,  but  its  im- 
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provement  and  cultivation  were  continued  with 
assiduous  care  by  the  father  until  his  death,  in 
January,  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
his  wife  having  died  May  19,  1881,  at  seventy- 
eight  years.  Mr.  Uphaus  was  a stanch  dem- 
ocrat in  his  politics,  held  a number  of  local 
offices,  and  was  treasurer  of  Ottawa  township 
for  nine  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  incorporators  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
company  of  Putnam  county,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  was  its  president.  By  trade  a car- 
penter, he  was,  beside,  a skillful  farmer,  and 
in  every  respect  a useful  citizen.  In  religion 
Mr.  Uphaus  was  a Catholic,  and  a prominent 
member  of  the  church  at  Glandorf.  His  chil- 
dren were  six  in  number,  as  follows:  John 

H.,  our  subject;  John  B.,  of  Pleasant  town- 
ship; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  W.  Lemkuhle, 
of  Glandorf;  Bernadina,  wife  of  William  Birke- 
meier,  of  Ottowa  township;  Rev.  Joseph,  pas- 
tor of  a Catholic  church  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  George  IF,  farmer  of  Jackson  township. 
Rev.  Joseph  Uphaus  was  ordained  priest  in 
1872,  being  a graduate  at  Carthagena,  Mercer 
county,  Ohio.  He  has  had  charges  in  Califor- 
nia, five  years,  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  and  Jay 
county,  Ind.,  ten  years,  and  is  now  the  only 
German  speaking  Catholic  pastor  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

John  H.  Uphaus  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Glandorf,  Putnam  county,  and  also  passed 
through  a special  course  of  study  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  at 
Louisville,  attending  school  and  working  at 
his  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  had  learned 
from  his  father,  Mr.  Uphaus  remained  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  in  1858,  following  his  trade, 
at  which  lie  worked  about  fifteen  years  in  all. 
In  1865  he,  with  others,  founded  the  Glandorf 
woolen  mills — the  first  in  the  county --of  which 
he  had  the  supervision  for  about  twenty  years. 
The  mill  is  at  present  owned  by  the  firm  of 
Eilerbrock,  Uphaus  & Co.,  and  is  under  the 


superintendency  of  George  H.  Uphaus,  son  of 
our  subject. 

In  politics  Mr.  Uphaus  is  a democrat.  In 
1 864  and  1 865  he  was  assessor  of  Ottawa  town- 
ship; he  was  a member  of  the  school  board  for 
several  years,  and  also  township  clerk.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  an 
office  he  filled  for  twelve  years,  and  was  then 
elected  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  Pumain 
count)',  which  office  he  filled  until  1891.  He 
then  became  a notary  public,  still  holding  his 
commission,  and  in  1894  was  again  elected 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Glandorf  Building  & Loan 
association,  and  for  seven  years  has  been  its 
president;  he  is  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Clover  creamery,  of  Ottawa.  As  an  architect 
and  carpenter  he  erected  the  Glandorf  eleva- 
tor, and  has  put  up  many  other  buildings  in 
the  county.  He  owns  a good  farm  of  sev'nty- 
five  acres  divided  into  tracts  for  special  pur- 
poses and  yielding  him  a handsome  revenue. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Uphaus  took  place 
October  26,  1858,  to  Miss  Clementine  E Dre- 
rup,  who  is  a daughter  of  John  B.  and  Annie 
L.  (Werning)  Drerup,  and  was  born  in  Put-iam 
county,  Ohio,  February  14,  1837.  To  this 
felicitous  union  have  been  born  twelve  hil- 
dren,  in  the  following  order:  Frank  IF,  born 

May  9,  i860 — died  June  4,  i860;  Bernard  IF, 
born  June  11,  1 86 1 —died  May  23,  1862;  Mary 
E,,  born  October  28,  1862,  wife  of  John  IF 
Moening,  farmer  of  Ottawa  township;  George 
IF,  born  February  5,  1865,  managing  the 

woolen  mill  in  Glandorf;  Charles  \V.,  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1866,  at  home;  Mary  A.,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1868 — died  June  2,  1871;  Bernard 
J.,  born  December  24,  '870,  at  home;  Caro- 
line C.,  born  October  18,  1872,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Heckman,  of  Glandorf;  John  F.,  born 
December  8,  1874,  at  home;  Anthony  F.,born 
January  8,  1877 — died  January  15,  1877; 

Charles  A. , born  December  9,  1878,  at  home; 


■ 


. 

. 

. 

■ 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


563 


Anna  M.,  born  June  ig,  1 88  r , also  at  home. 
Mr.  Uphaus  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
men  of  the  township  and  county,  and  an  act- 
ive politician,  having  been  time  and  again 
elected  to  the  various  conventions  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party— state,  district  and  county,  and 
for  a long  time  has  been  a member  of  the 
democratic  state  central  committe.  His  son, 
George  H.,  is  also  very  active  in  the  politics 
of  the  county. 


ENEDICT  WANNEMACHER,  of  the 
firm  of  Schulien  & Wannemacher, 
millers  of  Ottoville,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Prussia,  March  19, 

1 843,  a son  of  John  and  Theresa  Wannemacher, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1852. 
After  attending  school  the  proper  length  of 
time,  he  was  employed  on  the  Miami  & Erie 
canal  for  four  years;  he  then  engaged  in  the 
saw-mill  business  with  his  present  partner  at 
Ottoville,  and  for  ten  years  carried  on  a very 
profitable  trade.  In  1878,  the  firm  bought  the 
flouring-mill  belonging  to  H.  W.  Beckman, 
and  put  it  in  thorough  repair,  put  in  new  ma- 
chinery, and  increased  its  productive  capacity 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five  barrels  per 
day.  About  1885  the  roller  process  was  intro- 
duced, and  a first-class  grade  of  flour  manufac- 
tured, that  was  shipped  throughout  Ohio,  and 
some  of  the  middle  states  and  Baltimore  and 
the  eastern  states.  The  capital  invested  in  the 
mill  and  its  working  amounts  to  $15,000  or 
$20,000,  and  it  keeps  seven  men  in  constant 
employment. 

Mr.  Wannemacher  was  united  in  matri- 
mony, February  2,  1868,  at  Ottoville,  with 
Miss  Regina  Sellet,  who  was  born  in  Lorraine, 
France,  in  October,  1848,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Morent  and  Catherine  (Wolfe)  Sellet.  On 
coining  to  America,  Morent  Sellet,  the  father, 
first  settled  on  a farm  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 


whence,  in  i860,  he  came  to  Putnarn  county 
and  settled  on  forty  acres  that  he  bought, 
about  a half-mile  west  of  Ottoville,  where  he 
had  a neat  as  well  as  profitable  farm.  He 
was  the  father  of  four  children,  viz:  Mary, 

Regina,  Josephine  and  Oliver,  and  died  in  the 
seventieth  year  of  his  age.  To  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  Wannemacher  have 
been  born  six  children,  named,  Edward,  Mat- 
thias, Mary,  Rose,  Louis  and  Agnes  (deceased). 
The  entire  family  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Wannemacher 
has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  church 
council  for  at  least  twelve  years;  he  aids  liber- 
ally with  his  means  to  the  support  of  the  holy 
institution,  and  contributed  in  no  small  way  to 
the  erection  of  the  present  Saint  Mary  s Catho- 
lic church  edifice,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
stately  in  northwestern  Ohio.  Mr.  Wanne- 
macher has  been  treasurer  of  this  church  ever 
since  its  erection.  In  politics  he  is  a demo- 
crat, and  has  filled  the  office  of  township  clerk 
for  many  years.  He  is  entirely  a self-made 
man,  and  a gentleman  of  ability  and  tin 
doubted  integrity,  commanding  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  W.  WATKINS,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Sugar  Creek  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  the 
honored  head  of  a highly  respect- 
able family,  is  of  sterling  Welsh  ancestry.  His 
grandfather,  Evan  Watkin,  was  born  m Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales,  in  1766.  He  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  in  his  native  county  he 
was  married  to  Margaret  Davis,  who  was  born 
April  10,  1775,  in  the  same  county,  do  them 
there  were  born  nine  children,  viz:  William 

April  28,  1795,  and  died  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  May  22,  1871;  Evan,  May  17,  1798,  and 
died  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  July  31,  1831; 
John,  February  1,  1 So  1 , and  died  in  Allen 
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county,  Ohio,  April  26,  1883;  Margaret,  born 
May  14,  1803,  and  died  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
October  20,  1865;  Thomas,  born  December  30, 
1805,  and  died  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 30,  1829;  Watkin,  January  28,  1809, 
and  died  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  February 
22,  1844;  David,  March  17,  1812,  and  died  in 
Tennessee,  March  21,  1822;  Edward,  March 
12,  1815,  and  is  yet  living  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio;  Israel,  born  in  May,  1817,  and  died  in 
Wales  in  1818 

Evan  Watkins,  the  father  of  this  large  fam- 
ily, was  a remarkable  man  in  many  ways.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  as  he  had  a good  voice  for  sing- 
ing he  was  choir  leader.  He  died  when  fifty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  had  two  brothers  and 
one  sister:  Thomas,  Watkin  and  Mary. 

Thomas,  the  elder  brother,  was  born  in*  1768, 
in  Wales,  and  married  Ann  Thomas  in  that 
country.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1S22,  settled  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  and 
Thomas  died  there  in  1824.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  following  children,  viz:  Thomas, 

Watkin,  Ann,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Jane,  Ellen, 
Margaret,  Harriet,  Susanna  and  Susan.  All 
are  now  dead,  but  left  large  families,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  are  scattered  throughout  the 
western  states.  Watkin  Watkins,  the  other 
brother,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1807, 
and  settled  first  in  Philadelphia.  Previous  to 
his  emigration  he  had  married  Elizabeth  Evans, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
Their  two  eldest  children  died  while  on  the 
ocean,  and  the  remaining  seven  were  born  in 
this  country.  Their  names  were  Evan,  Robert, 
Mary,  Margaret,  Robert,  Thomas  and  John. 
All  married,  reared  large  families,  and  are  now 
dead.  Their  descendants  are  scattered  far  and 
wide.  The  sister,  Mary,  died  in  Wales. 

John  Watkins,  son  of  Evan,  and  the  father 
of  William  W.  Watkins,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales,  February  1,  1801.  Ed- 


ucated in  his  native  country,  and  learning  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  June,  1822.  He  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool, England,  and  landed  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
after  a voyage  of  six  weeks.  From  Baltimore 
he  went  to  Philadelphia,  whence  he  traveled 
on  a stage  coach  to  Wheeling,  Va.,  crossing 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  armed  guards  being 
on  the  coach  to  protect  the  passengers  from 
robbers,  which  then  infested  those  mountains. 
From  Wheeling  Mr.  Watkins  came  on  to  Del- 
aware county,  Ohio,  his  mother  and  ad  his 
brothers  and  sisters  that  were  living  being  with 
him,  except  Evan,  who  came  across  the  sea 
the  next  year.  For  two  years  after  his  arrival 
in  Delaware  county  Mr.  Watkins  worked  at 
the  carpenter  trade,  and  at  the  end  of  this 
time  walked  to  Butler  county,  and  for  a time 
worked  at  his  trade  at  Paddy’s  Run,  and  here 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Griffith,  in  August, 
1826.  To  this  marriage  of  Mr  Watkins  and 
Miss  Jane  Griffith  there  were  born  twelve 
children. 

In  December,  1834,  Mr.  Watkins  moved 
to  Sugar  Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  low 
Allen  county,  and  settled  on  160  acres  of  land 
which  he  entered  and  which  was  cow  red 
over  with  heavy  timber,  By  working  hard 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons,  he  cleared  up  this 
farm.  For  many  years  he  lived  in  a log  cabin 
which  he  himself  erected.  Then  the  woods 
were  full  of  game  and  wild  beasts,  and  many 
a wild  turkey  and  deer  found  their  way  t Mr. 
Watkins’s  table,  and  furnished  excellent  living 
for  his  family;  and  many  a night  were  the 
family  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  hooting  of  the 
owls  and  the  howling  of  the  wolves  that  filled 
the  woods  around  their  log  cabin  By  indus- 
try and  thrift  Mr.  Watkins  increased  his  landed 
possessions  until  he  owned  a farm  of  360  acres 
of  fine  land,  and  becanv.  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  his  township.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Welsh  Congrega- 
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tional  church,  and  he  was  a trustee  for  many 
years.  He  assisted  to  found  the  church  of 
that  denomination  at  Corner,  and  to  erect  its 
edifice,  which  was  constructed  of  hewn  logs. 
But  this  building  was  in  later  years  superseded 
by  a brick  church,  which  again  in  its  turn  gave 
way  to  the  present  tasteful  edifice.  Mrs. 
Watkins  was  a most  devoted  Christian  woman 
and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  church  mat- 
ters. She  was  of  excellent  character  in  every 
way,  and  was  so  recognized  by  all.  She  died 
in  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 

Joseph  Griffith,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Watkins, 
was  born  in  Wales,  and  was  a substantial 
farmer  in  that  country.  In  1824  he  brought 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Butler  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
1836,  when  he  removed  to  Allen  county,  lo- 
cating at  Comer.  Here  he  became  a prosper- 
ous farmer  and  an  extensive  owner  of  land. 
His  children  were  as  follows:  Daniel,  Jane, 
Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Abraham,  Thomas,  Ellen, 
Mary,  Evan,  Edward,  Samuel  and  Benjamin. 
He  was  a well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen,  and  lived  in  Allen  county  until  his 
death,  when  he  was  seventy-six  years  old. 

John  Watkins,  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
mentioned  above,  married  Miss  Ellen  Evans, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  viz:  Margaret, 
John  and  David.  He  was  one  of  the  sturdy, 
hard-working  pioneers  of  Allen  county,  hon- 
est and  upright,  highly  respected  by  all.  Per- 
haps his  greatest  misfortune,  during  his  entire 
life,  was  the  affliction  of  blindness  for  the  last 
seventeen  years  that  he  lived.  After  his  sec- 
ond marriage  lie  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  upon  his  farm,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  two  months  and  twenty- 
/■-<  days. 

William  W.  Watkins,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  March  25,  1835,  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
old  John  Watkins  homestead,  and  was  the 


first  Welsh  child  born  in  northwestern  Ohio. 
The  school-house  in  which  he  received  his 
education  he  well  remembers.  It  was  of  logs 
and  had  greased  paper  for  windows  to  let  in 
the  light.  This  education  was  well  supple- 
mented by  attendance  in  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  Oberlin  college  for  two  terms,  he 
going  there  after  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  The  carpenter  trade  he  learned  of  his 
father,  who  had  learned  it  of  his  father,  and  so 
on  back  through  several  generations,  and  thus 
perhaps  it  may  be  said  he  inherited  the  trade 
from  his  father,  as  well  as  learning  it  from  him. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  was  married 
to  Winifred  Hughes,  who  was  born  October  2, 
1840,  at  Parisville,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Williams) 
Hughes.  The  marriage  occurred  March  18, 
1859.  Richard  Hughes  was  born  in  Cardigan- 
shire, south  Wales,  April  13,  1813,  and  was  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Winifred  (Lloyd;  Hughes, 
who  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Daniel,  Phillip,  Thomas,  John,  Martha  and 
Richard,  the  latter  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins. Of  these  six  children,  John  and  Rich- 
ard came  to  the  United  States;  the  rest  re- 
mained in  Wales.  There  Richard  and  Wini- 
fred, the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Watkins,  died 
at  an  advanced  age. 

Richard  Hughes,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins, was  well  educated  in  his  native  country, 
being  intended  for  the  ministry  of  the  Church 
of  England,  but  he  ran  away  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  to  marry  Mary  Williams.  She 
was  born  March  29,  1817,  and  their  marriage 
occurred  in  October,  1834.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Morgan) 
Williams.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Hughes 
were  born  eleven  children,  viz:  Elizabeth, 

David,  Winifred,  Jane,  Comer,  John,  James, 
Thomas,  Mary  J.,  Daniel  and  Martha.  The 
eldest  two  were  born  in  Wales,  the  others  in 
the  United  States.  To  this  country  Mr. 
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Hughes  came  in  1838,  embarking  in  Liverpool 
on  a sailing  vessel,  and  landing  in  New  York, 
on  July  4,  that  year.  He  came  direct  to  Ra- 
venna, Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  there  for 
some  time  worked  on  the  canal,  going  thence 
to  Youngstown,  and  there  worked  in  the  coal 
mines  for  Governor  Tod.  There  he  remained 
until  1855,  in  April  of  that  year  removing  to 
Putnam  county,  and  in  Sugar  Creek  township 
buying  1 10  acres  of  land.  This  land  was 
partially  cleared;  the  remainder  he  cleared 
himself,  and  T>y  hard  work  and  industry  so 
prospered  that  he  finally  owned  600  acres  of 
land,  being  thus  able  to  give  to  each  of  his 
children  a farm.  He  was  a man  of  great 
natural  ability  and  great  force  of  character,  and 
bv  his  own  energy  and  foresight  became  one 
of'  the  wealthy  men  of  Putnam  county.  But 
his  good  fortune  did  not  end  here.  In  his  old 
age,  in  1887,  after  he  had  purchased  all  of  the 
above-mentioned  600  acres  of  land,  he  in- 
herited, by  the  death  of  his  brother  Thomas, 
a London  merchant,  nearly  $10,000  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  a strong  abolitionist,  but 
in  his  later  life,  there  being  no  further  neces- 
sity for  an  abolition  party,  he  naturally  be- 
came a republican.  He  had  three  sons  in  the 
Civil  war — Corner,  David  and  John.  David 
was  in  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  served  three  months  in  Virginia,  and 
Corner  was  in  company  D,  One  Hundred 
and  Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
having  enlisted  for  three  years.  He  was  in 
one  battle,  and  died  of  disease  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  John  was  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Eighty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  for  three 
years,  and  served  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 
Richard  Hughes  was  an  honored  citizen,  and 
held  the  office  of  township  trustee.  He  lived 
t.  the  great  age  of  eighty-two  years,  dying 
| uiy  26,  1894,  thus  showing  that  he  had  a 
most  remarkable  constitution.  1 1 is  wife  died 


in  Putnam  county,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  truly 
mourned  by  her  relatives  and  friends. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins settled  in  Corner,  where  he  had  previously 
erected  a house.  There  they  lived  four  years, 
and  then  removed  to  his  parents’  home  in 
Vaughnsvilie.  To  them  there  were  born  six 
children,  viz:  John  H.,  William,  Mary  J., 

Rossie  B.,  Cora  E.,  and  Winnie  M.  The  last 
mentioned  died  at  the  age  of  four  months;  the 
others  still  live  to  bless  the  declining  years  of 
their  parents. 

John  H.  Watkins,  the  eldest  son,  married 
Mary  Williams,  by  whom  he  has  two  children. 
They  live  at  Lima,  Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged 
as  an  oil  tester.  He  is  a young  man  of  integ- 
rity, well  reared  and  of  good  education.  Mary 
J.  married  John  W.  Kemper  and  with  her  hus- 
band, who  is  a contractor,  lives  at  Lima. 
Rossie  B.  married  Robert  Mellov,  a mechanic, 
and  they  live  at  Vauhgnsville.  They  have  two 
children.  Cora  E.  is  a young  lady  and  lives 
at  home.  William  married  a Miss  Snyder. 
He  is  a resident  of  Columbus  Grove,  Putnam 
county,  and  stands  high  for  his  general  good 
character  and  genial  manners.  He  worked  for 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  then  started  out  for  himself,  and 
by  faithful  attention  to  business  and  by  strict 
integrity  he  has  met  with  deserved  success — a 
reward  that  ever  accompanies  industry. 

William  W.  Watkins,  since  1853,  has  been 
engaged  in  the  carpenter  and  contractor’s 
business,  and  has  met  with  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess. He  now  owns  231  acres  of  land  be- 
side real  estate  in  Lima.  He  is  a well  known 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Putnam  county, 
of  many  sterling  qualities  of  character,  and  is 
entirely  a self-made  man.  He  possesses 
kindly  heart  and  an  intelligent  mind.  All 
through  life  he  has  been  known  to  be  inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  his  county,  and  as 
I a most  unusually  public-spirited  man. 
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OHN  WATTERSON,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  November  11,  1819,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Weeks)  Watterson. 
The  father,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to  Amer- 
ica at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  and  about  1798 
married  Miss  Weeks,  a native  of  Wales,  the 
union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  James,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Broomer,  Eliza,  Samuel,  all  de- 
ceased, and  John,  our  subject.  Samuel  Wat- 
terson carried  on  his  farm  in  Chester  county. 
Pa.,  until  1832,  when  he  retired  to  Philadel- 
phia to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  with  his 
daughter. 

John  Watterson,  our  subject,  was  reared  a 
carpenter  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  and  in  1847 
went  to  Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
where  he  worked  five  years  in  machine  shops. 
The  same  year,  1847,  April  30,  he  married 
Margaret  Harper,  who  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  February  16,  [823,  a daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Margaret  (Rigg)  Harper. 
Alexander  Harper  was  a native  of  Ireland  and 
a hatter  by  trade,  and  Margaret  Rigg  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  During  the  war  of  1812 
both  Samuel  Watterson  and  Alexander  Har- 
per, refusing  to  forswear  their  allegiance  to 
the  king  of  England  and  to  become  natural- 
ized citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  sent 
“back’  to  the  interior  of  the  state  by  the 
military  authorities.  To  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  were  born  eight  children,  viz:  Rachael 
Ann,  deceased;  James  Alexander,  born  Oc- 
tober 30,  1850;  Samuel,  October  2,  1853; 
William  Harper,  April  9,  1855,  deceased; 

Sarah  J.,  December  30,  1856,  wife  of  Wallace 
Vail,  of  Kalida,  Ohio;  George  Owens,  March 
30,  1859.  on  the  home  place;  John  Davis, 
physician  of  Kalida,  Ohio,  and  Charles  Sher- 
man, born  May  6,  1865,  deceased.  He  has 
also  reared  and  educated  his  grandson,  E.  B 


Watterson,  a teacher  at  Leipsic,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio. 

In  1852  John  Watterson  came  to  Ohio, 
and  for  eighteen  months  worked  in  machine 
shops  in  Columbus.  During  his  stay  there  he 
made  a trip  to  Putnam  county  and  entered  160 
acres  of  government  land  in  the  wilds  of  Jack- 
son  township,  and  had  a part  of  it  cleared. 
About  1854  he  located  here  and  built  his  log 
cabin,  and  farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade  for 
eight  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  an- 
other farm  in  Jackson  township,  on  which  he 
lived  two  years,  and  then  moved  to  Union 
township,  renting  his  farm  for  four  years,  and 
making  a trip  through  Kansas,  where  he  had 
intended  to  settle,  but  was  prevented  from  so 
doing  through  the  ill-health  of  his  wife.  He 
then  returned  to  his  present  home,  and  con- 
tinued at  his  trade  and  at  farming  until  1880, 
after  which  he  devoted  his  attention  solely  to 
the  farm  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  sad 
event  occurred  November  27,  1894,  she  being 
a devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  politics  Mr.  Watterson  is  a democrat,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  six 
years.  He  was  township  treasurer  for  several 
terms,  but  resigned  on  account  of  his  wife's 
health.  He  was  also  township  trustee  for 
several  years,  and  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
lodge,  No.  80,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  while 
intrusted  with  public  office  performed  his  duty 
faithfully  and  honestly. 

George  O.  Watterson,  son  of  above,  was 
married  June  5,  1892,  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Col- 
lert,  who  was  born  May  4,  1872  ijsee  sketch  of 
George  Collert).  February  14,  1894,  the 

union  of  George  and  Emma  Watterson  was 
made  more  happy  by  the  birth  of  a child 
named  Claude  P.,  and  since  then  an  infant 
not  yet  named  has  been  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Watterson  now  has  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
township,  being  now  a trustee. 
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OHN  I).  WATTERSON,  M.  D.,  of  Ka- 
lida,  Ohio,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
physicians  of  northwestern  Ohio,  was 
horn  in  Putnam  county  December  3, 
1862,  a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Harper) 
Watterson.  The  father  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  November  11,  1819,  of  Irish 

descent,  and  was  reared  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
worked  in  the  car  shops,  and  where  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Harper,  a native  of  Ches- 
ter county,  Pa.,  born  in  1823.  To  their 
union  were  born  the  following  children:  Ra- 

chael A.,  died  aged  thirty-three  years;  James 
A.;  Samuel;  William  H.,  died  at  twenty-one; 
Sarah  Jane;  George  O. ; John  D.,  our  subject, 
and  Charles  Sherman,  died  at  twelve  years  of 
age.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Put- 
nam countv  Ohio,  November  27,  1894,  a 

member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

About  the  year  1852  John  Watterson 
brought  his  wife  and  surviving  Pennsylvania- 
born  children  to  Ohio,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Columbus  for  several  years,  then  came  to 
Putnam  county,  in  1854,  bought  a farm  in  the 
forest,  which  he  cleared,  still  working  at  car- 
pentering, and  made  a good  home.  About 
1861  he  sold  this  place  and  bought  another  in 
the  same  county,  and  still  later  another, 
which  is  located  in  the  forks  of  the  Auglaize 
river  and  Hog  creek,. and  on  which  he  still  re- 
sides. Politically  he  is  a stanch  democrat, 
was  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years,  and  has 
served  both  as  township  trustee  and  township 
treasurer.  He  is  not  allied  to  an  church  or- 
ganization, but  is  a man  of  strictly  moral  habits 
and  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  an  Odd 
Fellow., 

I)r.  John  1).  Watterson,  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Putnam  county.  He  fully  qualified  himself, 
however,  for  teaching,  and  in  1881  began  the 


profession  and  followed  it  for  nine  years, 
teaching  his  first  school  in  Monterey  township 
and  his  last  in  Jackson  township,  and  holding 
the  latter  for  six  consecutive  years. 

In  1885  Dr.  Watterson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Delia  Rinkel,  who  was  born  in 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  December  1 1 , 1867,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Barbara  (Simons) 
Rinkle,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  a republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  the  latter  a native  of  Ohio.  To  the 
marriage  of  the  doctor  have  been  born  three 
bright  children,  viz:  Ray,  December  7,  1887; 

Lou,  March  15,  1889,  and  Ima,  February  22, 
1893.  In  1889  the  doctor  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  and  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  university  of  Michigan,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1892,  and  then  came  to  Halida, 
Ohio,  and  here  he  has  since  enjoyed  a full 
share  of  patronage,  being  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  competent  physicians  and  surgeons 
in  northwestern  Ohio.  Political ity  he  is  a 
democrat,  but  has  no  special  ambition  for  pub- 
lic office,  his  large  professional  practice  inhib- 
iting any  infringement  on  his  time;  he  is  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  organization,  but  is  a 
moral,  high-toned  gentleman,  highly  respected, 
not  only  for  his  professional  ability,  but  for  his 
endowment  with  the  power  of  thinking  for 
himself. 


ETER  P.  WELTY,  of  Riley  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Pleasant  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  August  2.  1863, 
and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Fanny 
(Bixel)  Welty.  Peter  Welty  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Riley  township,  being  the  first 
of  his  family  to  come  here,  and  was  followed, 
a year  or  two  after  his  arrival,  by  his  father 
and  the  rest  of  his  family.  Peter  here  bought 
land  and  cleared  up  a farm,  enduring  tin  many 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  so  often  described  in 
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these  pages.  He  died  June  23,  1888,  but  his 
widow  still  survives  ;it  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  To  this  venerable  couple  were  born 
i uirteen  children,  of  whom  six  died  young',  the 
survivors  being  named  as  follows:  Daniel. 

Peter  P.,  |ohn  }.,  Mary  (Mrs  Godfrey  Burry), 
Solomon,  Christian,  Elizabeth  (Airs.  C.  Baum- 
gardner, deceased  mother  of  six  children),  and 
Anna,  who  died  unmarried. 

Peter  P.  Welty,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  received  a good  I 
German  and  English  education,  and  lived  with 
his  father  until  he  reached  his  majority.  In 
1885  he  married  Miss  Annie  Zuercher,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Zuercher,  of  Adams  county,  Ind., 
and  settled  down  on  a farm  oi  eighty  acres, 
that  came  to  him  from  his  lather-  he  also  ran 
a saw-rnil.l,  to  which  he  afterward  attached  a 
pianing-mill ; in  1892  he  disposed  of  the  saw- 
mill, and  from  that  time  on  lias  given  all  his 
attention  to  the  pianing-mill,  renting  out  his 
farm  in  order  that  he  may  devote  his  whole 
time  to  his  business.  He  buys  all  kinds  of 
lumber,  makes  frames,  blinds,  and,  indeed, 
everything  that  pertains  to  a building,  and 
also  manufactures  a fanning-mill,  an  automatic 
grain  and  seed  separator,  and  also  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  buildings.  He  recently 
built  the  addition  to  the  Putnam  county  in- 
firmary, and  has  built  for  himself  a commodi- 
ous residence  at  Pandora,  where  lie  also  owns 
some  residence  property.  Mr.  Welty  is  the 
maker  of  his  own  fortune,  having  received  but 
$3,000  in  land  from  his  father’s  estate.  His 
plant  is  of  brick  and  frame — one  building  be- 
ing 43x42  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  and  the 
other  16x30  feet,  and  one  story  high,  all 
covered  with  iron,  with  fuel  room  in  the  base- 
ment. lie  carries  a large  stock  of  lumber, 
shingles,  laths,  posts,  etc.  He  has  two  large 
lumber  she  ds  -one  16x48  feet,  and  the  other 
i '\6o;  he  is  provided  with  cisterns  and  water 
tanks,  but  carries  a policy  in  the  Nome  Mutual 


Insurance  company.  Mr.  Welty  has  a full 
line  of  the  latest  improved  machinery  in  his 
plant  and  turns  out  nothing  but  first-class  work. 

Isaac  Zuercher,  father  of  Mo-  Anna  Welty, 
is  a native  of  Germany,  where  his  daughter 
was  also  born,  May  24,  1864.  He  came  to 
America  in  1872,  and  first  located  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  but  afterward  removed  to  Indi- 
ana, where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a farmer 
and  carpenter  and  he  and  familv  are  members 
of  the  Mennonite  church.  His  first  wife, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Welty,  died  in  Germany,  and 
he  is  now  living  with  his  second  helpmate. 
The  children  born  to  the  congenial  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  P.  Welty  are  named  Philipp, 
who  was  born  March  3,  1887,  and  Josiah.  born 
August  27,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welt)  are 
members  of  the  Mennonite  church,  and  in  their 
social  relations  mingle  with  the  most  substan- 
tial and  most  respectable  citizens  of  Riley 
and  Pleasant  townships.  Mr.  Welty  is  rec- 
ognized as  a practical  business  man,  tilled  with 
enterprise,  and  whose  transactions  are  always 
strictly  honest  and  whose  word  may  be  fully 
relied  upon  on  all  occasions. 


AMUEE  P.  WEAVER,  one  of  the 
old  and  well  known  citizens  of  Put- 
nam county,  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Strouder)  Weaver.  The  sub- 
ject’s maternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Strouder, 
was  one  oi  the  early  pioneers  of  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  and  Jacob  Weaver,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  a native  of  Holland,  came  to  the 
new  world  a number  of  years  prior  to  the  war 
of  independence,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
By  his  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  the  old 
country,  Jacob  Weaver,  Sr.,  reared  a family 
ol  children  whose  names,  as  lar  as  now 
known,  were  Eeonurd,  John,  \\  illiam,  Jacob, 
and  Mary  (Mrs.  Garty).  'flu  fatlici  first 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Frederick 
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county,  Va.,  where  he  remained  for  some 
years  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1806  removed 
to  Ohio,  settling  in  the  county  of  Fairfield, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 

Jacob  Weaver,  Jr.,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  about  the  year  1767  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Virginia,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
served,  under  Gen.  Washington,  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  whisky  insurrection,  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  In  1806  he  immigrated  to  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a tract 
of  320  acres,  which  he  improved,  and  upon 
which  his  death  occurred  in  1852.  In  addition 
to  farming  be  was  also  engaged  in  the  distil- 
lery business.  In  his  religious  convictions, 
Mr.  Weaver  was  a Lutheran,  and  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Zeigler  (now  St.  Peter’s) 
church,  one  of  the  oldest  religious  societies  in 
the  county  of  Fairfield.  Jacob  Weaver  was 
twise  married;  first  to  a Miss  Smith,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  viz:  Mary,  John.  Cather- 
ine, Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Leonard,  Peter,  Annie, 
Sarah  and  Margaret.  By  his  second  marriage 
(with  Mary  Strouder),  he  had  a family  of  nine 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Frances, 
married  to  George  Pope;  Samuel  P. ; Christina, 
wife  of  Sylvester  Shepperd;  Adam,  Daniel, 
Solomon,  Maria,  wife  of  Henry  Myers;  David 
and  Emma.  Of  this  family  'only  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  his  brother  Daniel,  survive; 
both  Jacob  Weaver,  | r . , and  his  wife,  who 
died  about  1856,  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  old 
Zeigler  Grove  cemetery,  Pleasant  township, 
Fairfield  county. 

Samuel  P.  Weaver,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  January  20, 
1820,  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  His  element- 
ary education  was  obtained  in  the  primitive 
log  school-house,  and  he  entered,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  the  academy  at  Greenfield. 
I'he  year  following  he  taught  in  the  schools  of 


his  township,  and  in  the  winter  of  1845-6 
became  a student  of  Granville  college,  Licking 
county,  Ohio.  For  fifteen  years  thereafter, 
Mr.  Weaver  was  engaged  in  educational  work 
in  the  county  of  Fairfield,  but  spent  a part  of 
of  two  years  of  that  time  in  delivering  books  in 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  In  October, 
1849,  Mr.  Weaver  settled  in  Putnam  county, 
upon  160  acres  of  land  in  Blanchard  township, 
which  forms  a parts  of  his  present  home  place. 
To  his  original  purchase  Mr.  Weaver  subse- 
quently added  120  acres,  the  greater  part  of 
which,  like  his  first  tract,  was  at  the  time 
covered  with  a dense  forest  growth.  He 
became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
county,  but  recently  divided  the  greater  part 
of  his  possessions  among  his  children,  all  of 
whom  now  have  comfortable  homes. 

Politically,  Mr.  Weaver  has  been  a pr  >mi- 
nent  factor  in  the  councils  of  the  democratic 
party;  for  ten  years  was  upon  the  county  board 
of  school  examiners,  and  in  i860  was  ap- 
pointed land  appraiser  of  his  township.  In 
1864,  Mr.  Weaver  was  elected  county  auditor, 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  position  most 
efficiently  until  1869.  In  1872,  he  was  elected 
a member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
Ohio,  which  held  its  first  session,  in  1875,  at 
Columbus  from  June  till  August,  and  later  con- 
vened at  Cincinnati  from  December  7,  1873, 
to  June  of  the  following  year.  In  1853  Mr. 
Weaver  began  agitating  the  matter  of  public 
drainage  in  northwestern  Ohio,  and  called 
meetings  in  Putnam  and  other  counties  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  feasibility  of  the 
same.  As  early  as  1843,  he  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  from  the  courts  authority  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a board  of  drainage  commission- 
ers, of  which  he  was  appointed  a member. 
This  board  was  authorized,  under  the  law.  to 
institute  a system  of  drainage,  and  it  operated 
under  said  law  for  two  years,  when  the  legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  placing  the  matter  i 1 • the 


• 

?v:,. ' i 
.»£  ' ‘ i., ■ V j 

- f»-  > ..wi- 
- 

i ' . ; • ? - ' -• "* 

. i it  ■; j ■ ' • ' - l 

.!*•  > 


■ r 

'■ : > j ■ '..M  ,0.  : i 1 v;  : 

- i-  ; 

ft); 

..  .. 

- •>:  v .■  hi 

; \ r-r 

... 

■ 

,< . • i .....  - .> ) ■ ( 

h ■■  • *i.'  . 

■ w •« 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY, 


573 


hands  of  the  township  trustees.  Mr.  Weaver 
was  elected  trustee  of  his  township,  and  con- 
tinued, under  the  new  law,  the  work  so  well 
be^u n,  and  to  him  is  largely  due  the  credit  of 
reclaiming  large  tracts  of  land.  While  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  he 
brought  the  matter  of  drainage  before  that 
body  and  succeeded  In  securing  several  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  which  would  have 
proved  greatly  beneficial  to  the  drainage  sys- 
tem, had  that  constitution  been  adopted  by 
the  people.  In  his  religious  convictions  Mr. 
Weaver  was  originally  a Lutheran,  uniting 
with  that  church  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
continuing  a member  of  the  same  until  in  re- 
cent years.  He  served  as  elder  of  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  at  Leipsic,  and  represented 
his  church  in  the  synod.  Withdrawing  from 
the  Lutheran  denomination,  Mr.  Weaver  be- 
came identified  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church,  and  in  1890  was  the  prime  mover  in 
securing  the  organization  of  the  Pleasant 
Grove  Methodist  Protestant  church,  in  which 
he  now  holds  the  office  of  trustee.  He  also 
represented  his  circuit  in  the  general  confer- 
ence at  Westminster,  Md.,  in  1892.  Mr. 
Weaver  married,  the  first  time,  Louisa  Wick- 
ham, who  died  two  weeks  after  the  celebration 
of  the  ceremony.  His  second  marriage  was 
solemnized  with  Savilla,  daughter  of  David 
Pence,  to  which  union  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing-named children : David  M.,  Almina  D., 
widow  of  R.  P.  Tulloss,  James  N.,  and  Anna, 
deceased  wife  of  J.  B.  Rozenberger.  Mr. 
Weaver  is  recognized  throughout  Putnam 
county  as  one  of  its  enterprising  citizens. 


AMI  S M.  WEAVER,  second  son  of 
Samuel  P.  Weaver,  whose  biography 
appi  ars  above,  was  born  April  17,1859, 
on  tiie  home  farm  in  Blanchard  town- 
ship. His  early  yeai s were  passed  on  the  fai  in, 


and  he  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  schools  of  Ottawa,  and  began  life 
for  himself  as  an  agriculturist  in  1882,  settling 
upon  his  present  place,  consisting  of  seventy- 
eight  acres  of  finely  improved  land.  He  sub- 
sequently made  additions  to  this  place,  and  his 
home  farm  at  this  time  embraces  an  area  of 
118  acres,  upon  which  are  some  of  the  best 
improvements  in  the  township,  including  a 
beautiful  residence,  supplied  with  many  modern 
conveniences.  Mr.  Weaver  believes  in  the  dig- 
nity of  the  farmer’s  calling,  in  which  he  has 
made  a most  encouraging  success,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  tilling  the  soil  he  pays  considerable 
attention  to  the  rearing  of  fine  stock,  especially 
Shropshire  sheep  and  Poland  China  hogs. 
These  he  raises  and  sells  principally  for  breed- 
ing purposes,  and  he  has  a widespread  reputa- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  successful  stockmen  in 
Putnam  county.  He  is  a membei  of  the  Ameri- 
can Shropshire  association,  of  Lafayette,  Ind., 
and  has  done  much  toward  introducing  supe- 
rior breeds  of  live  stock  among  the  farmers  of 
his  township.  Mr-  Weaver  inherits  in  a marked 
degree  many  of  the  noble  characteristics  of  his 
ancestors,  and  is  justly  considered  one  of  the 
intelligent  and  progressive  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship of  Blanchard.  In  politics  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  democratic  part)  , hut  is  not  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors,  prrferring  to  give 
his  entire  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  subscribes  to  the  creed  of  the  Protestant 
Methodist  church,  belonging  to  the  Pleasant 
Grove  congregation,  in  which  lie  is  an  active 
worker.  Mr.  Weaver  was  married,  in  1882,  to 
Nola,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Miller,  of 
Blanchard  township.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children ; Eva  P.,  Carrie  H.,  Charles  C. 
and  Annie. 

David  M.  Weaver,  brother  of  the  preced- 
ing, and  elder  son  of  Samuel  P.  Weaver,  was 
born  in  January,  1851.  l ie  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  Blanchard  township,  re 
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siding  upon  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  j 
is  a man  widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  I 
community  where  he  lives.  From  1867  to  I 
1870  he  was  deputy  county  auditor  under  his 
father,  in  addition  to  which  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  other  business,  previous  to  locating 
upon  his  present  farm.  Politically  he  believes 
in  the  people's  party  which  he  supports  with 
his  ballot,  and  the  Protestant  Methodist  church 
represents  his  religious  creed.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Gennetta,  daughter  of  James 
Monroe,  has  borne  him  two  children,  viz: 
Samuel  j.  and  George,  the  latter  deceased. 


F.  WENDELL,  editor  of  the  Leipsic 
(Ohio)  Tribune,  was  born  in  Bates- 
ville.  Noble  county,  Ohio,  December 
2,  1867,  a son  of  Daniel  F.  and 
Hannah  L.  (Schaub)  .Wendell.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Harrison  Wendell,  was  born  in 
the  Shenandoah  valley,  Va.,  in  1816,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
that  state.  In  1823  he  was  brought  to  Ohio 
by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Noble  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  purchased  a farm 
and  married  Melissa  Hopkins,  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  the 
following  children:  Daniel  F.  (deceased), Will- 
iam (deceased),  Joseph,  John,  Charles,  Frank, 

I .ucy  (<  lect  ased),  Hattie,  and  Mollie  (deceased), 
f ile  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1893;  the 
father,  at  the  r i pc  old  age  of  eighty  years,  still 
resides  on  his  original  purchase,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Batesville,  adjoining  which  town  his  farm  is 
located,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  successful  of  the  farmers  of  his 
township. 

Daniel  F.  Wendell,  the  father  of  the  gen-  j 
tleman  whose  name  opens  this  biographical 
notice,  was  born  May  23,  1844,  in  Noble  ' 


county,  Ohio,  passed  his  earlv  years  on  the 
home  farm,  and  in  February,  1861,  enlisted 
in  company  D,  Seventieth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry. At  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
when  he  had  been  in  the  service  a little  over 
one  year,  he  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  an  in- 
i jury  from  which  he  never  recovered,  but  which 
eventually  terminated  his  life  in  August,  1870. 
He  married,  in  1866,  Miss  Hannah  L.  Schaub, 
of  Noble  county,  which  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children — H.  F.  and  Jessie  M. 

| Mrs.  Hannah  L.  Wendell  was  married  at 
1 Findlay,  Ohio,  in  1894,  to  Dr.  Anson  Hurd,  a 
prominent  Findlay  physician. 

H.  F.  Wendell  was  educated  in  tin  com- 
mon schools  of  Batesville,  Ohio,  and  at  Cam- 
bridge. In  1883  he  witnessed  typesePmg  for 
the  first  time,  and  at  once  fell  :n  love  with  the 
| printing  business.  In  1884  he  entew  1 the 
I office  of  the  Daily  Guernsey  l imes  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  leariv  d the  printing  business, 
and  learned  it  thoroughly,  after  which  tie  held 
the  position  of  for  nnan  in  several  towns 
throughout  the  state  In  March,  1894,  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  Leipsic  T-Amne, 
and  that  journal  was  for  four  months  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Horn  A’  Wen- 
dell. I11  | uly,  1894,  Mr.  Wendell  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest,  since  which  time  he  has 
carried  on  the  business  on  his  sole  account. 
The  paper  is  independent  as  concerns  politics, 
although  Mr.  Wendell  is  a republica;  He 
wields  a facile  yet  trenchant  pen,  is  gifted 
with  a keen  perception  and  retentive  memory, 
and  his  literary  tastes  are  tar  above  the  aver- 
age. The  columns  of  the  paper  ar  newsy 
and  spicy,  and  as  a local  journal  it  has  no 
superior  in  northwestern  Ohio.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  Wendell  took  place  August  13,  1892, 
at  Newark,  Licking  county,  Ohio,  with  Miss 
Laura  Oullogly,  daughter  of  |acob  Gallogly, 
and  both  Mr.  Wendell  and  wife  are  e.endstent 
members  of  the  Presin  terian  church  of  1 .eipsie. 
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w*  W.  EDWARDS. — -Eminent  among 
m M I the  sncessful  bankers  and  business 
SJjLifl  men  of  Putnam  county  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  whose  life  for 
some  years  has  been  closely  interwoven  with 
the  history  of  the  city  of  Leipsic.  His  parents, 
T.  W.  and  Isabel  Edwards,  were  natives  of 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  but  became  residents  of 
the  county  of  Putnam  a number  of  'years  ago, 
settling  in  Van  Buren  township,  thence  later 
removing  to  Leipsic. 

W.  W.  Edwards  was  born  December  19, 
1847,  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  township  of  Van  Buren,  Put- 
nam county,  to  which  part  of  the  country  his 
parents  moved  when  he  was  a mere  child. 
After  attending  the  common  schools  for  about 
the  usual  number  of  years,  Mr.  Edwards  be- 
came associated  with  Ids  brothers  in  the  man- 
facture  of  staves,  and  has  since  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  this  business,  at  Leipsic, 
the  well-known  firm,  composed  of  himself, 
]ohn  Edwards,  Joseph  Id.  Edwards  and  I.  N. 
Bushong,  being  styled  W.  \V.  Edwards  & Co. 
The  enterprise  from  the  beginning  more  than 
met  the  expectations  of  the  promoters,  and  it  is 
now.  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  suc- 
cessful enterprises  of  the  kind  in  northwestern 
Ohio.  In  addition  to  the  plant  at  Leipsic,  the 
firm  operates  stave-mills  at  Columbus  Grove, 
Anis,  Kalida,  Pleasant  Bend,  Centerville,  Elm 
Center,  Ohio,  and  Gladstone,  Mich.,  and  an 
idea  of  the  volume  of  business  transacted  may 
be  ascertained  from  the  yearly  output,  which 
consists  of  80,000,000  of  staves,  1,800,000 
heads,  and  1,500,000  hoops;  to  manufacture 
which  the  services  of  over  600  men  are  re- 
quired. The  mills  are  all  of  the  latest  pattern, 
supplied  with  the  most  approved  machinery, 
and  the  business  is  constantly  on  the  increase. 
The  firm  owns  about  8,000  acres  of  land,  and 
its  reputation  for  scpiare  and  honorable  dealing 
is  well  known  in  business  circles  throughout 


Ohio  and  many  other  states.  In  March,  1887, 
the  firm  purchased  the  banking  business  estab- 
lished at  Leipsic,  in  1885,  by  A.  Rosencrantz, 
and  in  1890  established  a branch  bank  at  Con- 
tinental, both  of  which  they  still  control  and 
which  have  proved  very  successful  institutions. 

\V.  W.  Edwards  has  been  the  leading  spirit 
in  the  management  of  this  gigantic  enterprise, 
a fact  which  speaks  much  for  his  good  judg- 
ment and  rare  executive  ability.  He  first 
sought  a fortune  within  himself  and  found  it  in 
an  earnest  will  and  a large  industry.  He  has 
been,  throughout  life,  a thorough  business 
man,  noted  for  honesty  and  integrity,  and  as  a 
self-made  man  stands  out  prominent  as  one 
who,  amid  the  cares  by  which  he  has  been  con- 
stantly surrounded,  has  ever  preserved  his  repu- 
tation for  honest)’  and  fair  dealing — who  has 
never  neglected  the  higher  duty  to  his  tellow- 
man,  which  he  prizes  above  all  others. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  three  times  married; 
first,  to  Mary  Reeves,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child — a daughter,  Lillian;  his  second  wife  was 
Alice  Johnson,  who  bore  him  twm  children, 
Claude  and  Maud.  By  his  present  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  wgs  Harriet  Donaldson,  Mr. 
Edwards  has  a daughter,  Ruth.  In  politics 
Mr.  Edwards  is  a republican,  and  fraternally 
he  belongs  to  Leipsic  lodge,  E.  & A.  M.,  and 
also  to  the  Pythian  order. 

John  Edwards,  member  of  the  aforesaid 
firm,  wras  reared  and  educated  in  Van  Buren 
township,  of  which  he  is  a native,  and  since 
1878  has  been  associated  with  bis  brothers  in 
manufacturing,  and  since  1890  in  the  banking 
business.  Like  his  brother,  \V  \Y.,  John  Ed- 
wards is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Leipsic,  and  has  much  more  than  a local  repu- 
tation among  business  men  in  Putnam  count)  , 
and  throughout  Ohio.  He  can  be  properly 
classed  with  the  representative  men  of  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  state,  and  the  countv 
of  Putnam  certainl)  has  no  more  successful  or 
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more  trustworthy  citizens.  Mr.  Edwards  en- 
tered into  the  marriage  relation  with  Miss  Mary 
Lenhart,  and  has  a family  of  four  interesting 
children:  Clyde,  Charles,  Earl  and  Pearl. 

Joseph  H.  Edwards,  brother  of  W.  W. 
and  John  Edwards,  with  whom  he  is  asso- 
ciated in ' business,  is  a native  of  Putnam 
county,  within  the  boundaries  of  which  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He 
is  a business  man  of  high  standing,  possesses 
excellent  judgement  and  business  tact,  and  has 
contributed  not  a little  to  the  success  of  the. 
well  known  firm  with  which  he  is  connected; 
he  is  a man  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  honor- 
able in  his  dealings,  and  in  a marked  degree 
enjoys  the  confidence  ol  his  fellow-citizens  of 
Leipsic  and  Putnam  county.  Mr.  Edwards 
has  a wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
I'ouck,  and  who  has  borne  three  children, 
namely:  Elossie,  May  and  Helen. 


IC KEY  FAMILY.-— Thomas  or  Will- 
ie^ iam  Hickey,  the  first  name  not  being 
^ ^ * certainly  known  by  his  descendants, 
was  a native  of  Castlemain,  Ireland. 
He  was  a tanner  by  trade  and  was  sold  for  his 
passage  money  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  taken  to  Frederick,  Md.,  by  a 
t. inner  of  that  place.  He  served  five  years  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  after  its  close  settled 
in  Winchester,  Va.  There  he  married,  and  after 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  he  also 
took  part,  he  removed  to  Muskingum  countv, 
Ohio,  when  he  died.  His  wife  was  a native  of 
England,  and  his  children  were  named  as  fol- 
lows: Ell  wood,  who  served  as  a captain  in 

the  war  of  1S12,  from  Virginia,  located  in  New 
( Jrleans,  and  is  supposed  to  have  died  there; 
Henry,  who  settled  in  Circleville,  Ohio;  James, 
who  settled  in  Illinois;  William;  Thomas,  of 
Indiana,  and  one  daughter,  who  married  a Mr. 


Neff,  who  owned  the  salt  works  near  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio. 

William  Hickey  was  born  in  Virginia  about 
; 1797.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  about  1815  settled  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  and  later  purchased  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  in  Mary  Ann  township,  a tract  of 
school-land  of  some  200  acres,  to  which  he 
added  until  he  owned  about  1,000  acres.  He 
died  upon  his  land  in  Mary  Ann  township  in 
1890.  I11  politics  he  was  first  a whig  and  then 

a republican,  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  church  and  was  twice  married.  His 
J first  wife,  Sarah  Shambaugh,  became  the 
I mother  of  five  children,  viz:  Edward,  of  Utica, 

I 

Ohio;  Henry  and  Joseph,  deceased;  Rev  Allen, 
of  Knoxville,  Ohio,  and  Malinda,  d ceased 
: wife  of  Jackson  Rowe.  The  second  wife,  Har- 
^ riet  Moore,  became  the  mother  of  tin  chil- 
dren, viz:  David,  of  Newark,  Ohio;  Eliza- 

beth, wife  of  Henry  Metz,  and  William,  on 
homestead. 

Henry  Hickey,  the  second  son  of  Wdliam, 
was  born  in  1820  in  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
settled  upon  fifty  acres  in  Mary  Ann  township, 
given  him  by  his  father,  but  in  1850  moved  to 
Putnam  county,  and  located  upon  120  acres  in 
section  No.  35,  Blanchard  township,  but  later 
removed  to  sections  No.  36  and  26,011  172  acres; 
and  in  1870  in  section  No.  34,  on  forty  acres 
— owning  altogether  440  acres  in  one  tract. 
This  land  he  improved  and  placed  good  build- 
ings upon  the  different  farms,  and  upon  his 
last-settled  farm  he  died  in  1871.  He  married 
Mary,,  daughter  of  Henry  Wickins,  of  Licking 
county,  Ohio.  She  died  in  1865,  the  mother 
of  five  children:  Dr.  William  IE,  of  Leipsic, 
Ohio;  Reese;  Lyman,  deceased;  Rid!  1a,  of 
Lima,  Ohio,  and  Magdaline,  wife  of  ( has. 
Slotzenbaugh,  of  Lima,  Ohio.  His  second 
wife  was  Sarah  Haines,  of  Licking  county. 
She  survives  him  and  resides  in  Bluffton,  Ohio, 
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the  mother  of  one  child,  Edward,  of  Bluffton. 
Politically  a democrat,  he  filled  the  offices  of 
trustee  of  the  township  and  county  commis- 
sioner. He  was  a.  member  of  the  Protestant 
Methodist  church,  at  Gilboa,  Ohio,  and  his 
remains  are  buried  in  Clymer  cemetery,  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio.  Dr.  \Y.  Hickey,  the  old- 
est son,  was  born  fuly  29,  1848,  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  and  his  education  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  Blanchard  township, 
Putnam  county,  and  later  he  attended  the 
Hayesville  academy.  Mr.  Hickey  taught  school 
in  the  county  for  some  time  and  subsequently 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  T.  Paul  of  Ottawa, 
Ohio,  and  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  university  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  1870.  He  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Leipsic,  where  he  has  since 
resided  and  where  he  enjoys  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  The  doctor  owns  a fine 
farm  of  220  acres  near  the  city  of  Leipsic, 
which  he  devotes  to  stock-raising  largely, 
and  here  he  is  breeding  standard  trotting 
horses  and  Poland  China  hogs.  Upon  this 
farm  the  doctor  has  raised  and  owned  some  of 
the  best  1 orses  that  the  county  has  produced, 
of  which  there  were  registered,  viz:  Thelo  A., 
Korn  Kobb,  and  George  Wood;  the  head  of 
the  swine  herd  is  Nero,  and  is  registered  No. 

12,193- 

Politically  a democrat,  Mr.  Hickey  has 
filled  the  office  of  mayor  of  Leipsic,  and  also 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  council  and  of 
the  school  board;  he  has  also  been  a member 
of  the  United  States  board  of  pensioner  exam- 
iners. He  is  fraternally  a member  of  the 
Leipsic  lodge,  L.  & A.  M.  Mr.  Hickey  was 
married  in  1870  to  Miss  Rachel  Creighton, 
daughter  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  Creighton, 
of  Liberty  township,  and  they  aie  surrounded 
by  an  interesting  family  of  children,  who  are 
each  a.  cp'dit  to  their  parents  and  the  society 
of  the  city  of  Leipsic. 


ANILE  W.  SEITZ  was  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1850,  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio.  His  great-great-grandfather, 
a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  after 
serving  his  country  in  the  army  and  being  hon- 
orably discharged,  emigrated  to  America,  about 
the  year  1764,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  York 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  reared  a family  of  six 
daughters  and  three  sons,  the  latter  being 
named  Lewis,  John  and  Andrew.  Of  these, 
Andrew  located  in  Virginia,  but,  not  liking  the 
institution  of  slavery,  moved  to  Ohio  in  1801, 
where  he  reared  a large  family.  The  second 
son,  Daniel,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  1791,  in  Virginia,  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Heit  June  1,  1813,  and  settled  on 
a farm  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
reared  a large  family,  of  which  David,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  December  12,  1819, 
and  was  married  to  Lydia  Hu  fiord,  born  June 
17,  1823.  She  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Nancy  Hufiord,  of  Perry  county,  Ohio. 

Having  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion, our  subject  began  teaching  school  in  1871, 
and  followed  this  vocation  for  fourteen  years, 
spending  his  vacations  at  farming,  or  attend- 
ing school.  He  attended  school  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  several  terms,  graduating  in  the  com- 
mercial department  of  that  school,  as  well  as 
completing  some  of  the  higher  branches  of 
mathematics.  From  1879  to  1 882,  in  connec- 
tion with  Prof.  J.  L.  Geyer,  he  conducted  a 
normal  school  at  Kalida,  Ohio,  and  during 
this  time,  in  addition  to  teaching,  carried  him- 
self through  a course  of  surveying  and  civil 
engineering.  Familiarizing  himself  with  the 
practical  part  of  that  profession  during  the 
four  succeeding  years,  in  1886  he  was  elected 
county  surveyor,  which  office,  having  been  re- 
elected in  1889,  he  held  until  January  1,1893. 

In  1885  Mr.  Seitz  became  a member  of  the 
Ohio  Society  of  Surveyors  and  n il  Engineers, 
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a society  organized  by  civil  engineers  of  high 
standing  and  professional  ability,  for  the  inter- 
change of  new  ideas  and  the  advancement  of 
the  profession,  of  which  society  he  is  still  a 
member.  He  has  been  city  engineer  of  Leip- 
sic,  Ohio,  since  1891,  and  in  1 894  construced 
for  that  town  the  first  brick  street  improve- 
ment in  the  county. 

On  October  17,  1882,  Mr.  Seitz  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Josephine  R.  Carey,  who  was  born 
October  17,  i860.  She  is  a daughter  of  Sim- 
eon and  Catharine  J.  (AVetherell)  Carey.  To 
them  have  been  born  Raymond  Carey,  No- 
vember 30,  1883;  Bessie  Irene,  December  19, 
1885;  Lydia  Lenore,  May  22,  1890;  Cloyd 
Hufford,  February  5,  1893.  In  1895  and  1896 
Mr.  Seitz  published  an  atlas  of  Putnam  county, 
which  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  its 
patrons.  (See  sketch  of  I).  Seitz,  page  496.) 


ACOB  WERNER,  prominent  attorney 
and  counselor  at  law,  of  Leipsic,  Ohio, 
is  a son  of  Christian  and  Christiana 
Werner,  both  parents  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Christian  Werner  was  born  in  Wur- 
temberg  in  1808,  was  reared  and  educated 
there,  and  in  1826  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  at  the  town  of  Sandyville, 
Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  1838.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  lie  removed  to  the  county  of  Hancock, 
where  he  purchased  land  which  he  improved 
and  upon  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
flays  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  May  10, 
1859.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Christiana  Heck,  also  born  in  the  province  of 
Wurtemburg,  bore  him  the  following  children: 
Louisa,  wife  of  Peter  Olliers;  Thomas  J.; 
Jacob;  Mars',  who  first  married  W.  S.  Robb, 
and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  David  Sim- 
mons; Bruce;  George,  and  Emma,  who  became 
the  wife  1 >f  | allies  M ills. 

Jacob  Werner  whose  name  introduces  this 


biography,  was  born  August  20,  1839,  111  the 
town  of  Sandyville,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm  m Han- 
cock county.  He  first  attended  the  common 
schools,  later  attended  Oberlin  college,  and  in 
1862  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  at 
the 'town  of  Leipsic,  Putnam  county.  The 
same  year  he  was  appointed  local  agent  of  the 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  Railroad  com- 
pany at  Leipsic,  which  position  he  filled  very 
acceptably  until  1878.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Leipsic  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  held  the  place,  by  Slice  ssive 
re-appointments,  for  a oeriod  of  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Werner,  w'hile  engaged  in  his  official 
capacities,  began  the  study  of  'aw  at  Leipsic, 
in  the  office  of  C.  Barr,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1878,  entering  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  immediately  thereafter.  He  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  his  legal  business, 
which  is  large  and  lucrative,  and  in  addition 
thereto  has  been  called  to  fill  various  munici- 
pal positions,  inclin  ing  that  of  member  of  the 
common  council  and  of  the  school  hom'd,  and 
for  a period  of  twre!ve  vears  held  the  office  of 
city  solicitor.  Mr.  Werner  has  been  active  in 
I political  matters,  being  a republican,  and  as 
such  was  one  of  the  H irrisou  electors  w 1888, 
during  the  campaign  of  which  year  he  made 
a thorough  and  effective  canvass  of  his  district. 
He  has  served  as  member  of  the  county  cen- 
tral committee  many  times,  in  which  ' s ad- 
vice has  had  great  weight  with  the  other 
members.  In  connection  with  his  legal  prac- 
tice Mr.  Werner  is  largely  engaged  m lire 
and  life  insurance,  his  partner  in  the  latter 
business  being  Thomas  |.  Werner.  They 
represent  many  of  the  leading  companies 
of  the  United  States  and  the  old  world,  among 
which  are  the  Royal,  of  Liverpool,  England; 
Continental,  of  New  York;  Northern,  I Eng- 
land; German,  of  bre-port,  111.;  Phu  nix,  ol 
London ; Cincinnati  I ’ n lerwriters;  Philo.  Iphia 
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Underwriters;  Fire  Association,  of  Philadel-  ] 
phia:  Westchester,  of  N.  Y. ; Phcenix,  of  Brook-  ; 
lyn;  Manchester,  of  England,  and  others,  in 
all  of  which  the  firm  has  done  a large  and 
profitable  business. 

Mr.  Werner  is  a successful  lawyer  and  bears 
the  reputation  of  a safe  and  honorable  coun- 
selor. hie  is  a gentleman  of  strict  integrity, 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  all  the  qualities  that  go  toward 
making  up  a perfect  man  are  well  defined  ele- 
ments of  his  character.  He  is  a member  of 
the  P.  & A.  M.,  of  Leipsic,  and  belongs  to 
the  chapter  at  Ottawa;  he  is  also  indentified 
witn  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  P.  lodges,  at 
Leipsic.  Mr.  Werner  was  married,  in  1862, 
to  Miss  Polly  Eastman,  daughter  of  C.  lv. 
Eastman,  of  Leipsic,  a union  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  six  children,  two  of  whom,  John  li. 
and  Edith  G.,  are  living. 

Thomas  J.  Werner,  brother  of  Jacob  Wer- 
ner, was  born  July  4,  1850,  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  and  in. 
1866  accepted  a position  of  telegrapher  with 
the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Uayton  Railroad 
company,  having  previously  become  an  expert 
as  a manipulator  of  the  keys.  He  continued 
as  operator  for  the  aforesaid  road  until  1877, 
from  which  time  until  1881  he  was  engaged  as 
salesman  in  a mercantile  establishment  at  Leip- 
sic. In  the  latter  year  he  engaged  in  the 
grocerv  trade,  and  continued  the  same  until 
1889,  when  he  effected  a co-partnership  with 
his  brother,  Jacob  Werner,  in  the  insurance 
business,  a mention  of  which  appears  in  a pre- 
ceding paragraph.  Thomas  (.  Werner  is  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  twice  as 
mayor  of  Leipsic.  He  is  a man  of  energy 
and  intelligence;  is  public  spirited,  and  every 
worthy  and  laudable  enterprise  calculate. d to 
enhance  the  interest  of  his  city  and  county  lmds 
in  him  and  ardent  friend  and  liberal  patron. 


Mr.  Yerner  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Svlva 
Kurtz,  daughter  of  John  Kutz,  of  Leipsic,  and 
he  has  a family  of  five  children ; Oliver,  George, 
Joseph  I.,  Samuel  and  Adeline  Werner. 


AVID  L.  WILLIAMS,  a very  promi- 
nent farmer  Sugar  Creek  township, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
the  northern  part  of  Wales  June  16, 
1832,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh  and  Catherine, 
(Lloyd)  Williams.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Lloyd,  was  a farmer,  and  the  father, 
Hugh  Williams,  was  a stone-cutter  by  trade. 
The  latter  died  about  the  year  1841,  the  father 
of  eight  children,  viz:  Catherine;  Darnel,  who 
died  young;  David  L.,  our  subject;  Jane,  still 
living  in  Wales;  Thomas,  now  of  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Jemima,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Evans,  of  Newark,  Ohio;  Ann  and  Cissa,  who 
both  died  young.  Mrs.  Catherine  Williams 
for  her  second  husband  married  E.  Jones,  a 
tanner,  and  both  she  and  her  second  husband 
died  in  the  old  country. 

David  L.  Williams,  after  the  death  of  his 
parents,  made  his  own  way  the  best  he  could 
in  the  old  country,  working  at  farm  labor  for 
$15  the  first  year,  his  wages  being  increased 
gradually  until  he  received  $45  per  annum, 
and  at  last,  in  1 8 56,  he  had  accumulated  enough 
money  to  pay  his  way  to  America,  arriving  in 
New  York  with  one  or  two  dollars  in  his  pos- 
session. His  education  was  necessarily  limited, 
and  he  was  almost  entirely  self-taught.  Leav- 
ing New  York  city  in  a few  days  after  his 
arrival  there,  he  spent  several  months  near 
Utica  in  the  same  state,  saving  enough  money 
to  bring  him  to  Ohio.  Hen  he  located  in 
Licking  county  and  worked  ns  a farm  hand 
until  i860,  when  he  married  rented  land  on 
which  he  farmed  four  years  then  bought  a 
small  place,  which  lie  cultivated  until  1866, 
when  he  sold  and  came  to  Putnam  county. 
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Here  he  purchased  his  present  place,  that 
then  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  has 
since  increased.  He  at  once  set  to  work 
and  remodeled  the  dwelling,  cleared  off  and 
put  100  acres  of  the  land  under  cultivation, 
ditched  and  tiled  it  and  set  out  an  orchard. 
Since  his  residence  here  Mr.  Williams  has 
been  very  prosperous,  for  the  reason  that  he 
has  been  very  industrious  as  well  as  being 
gifted  with  keen  perceptive  faculties.  Al- 
though <h is  charities  have  been  extensive  and 
his  aid  toward  all  worthy  enterprises  liberal  in 
the  extreme,  he  has  become  the  owner  of  500 
acres  of  land,  of  which  he  has  cleared  200 
acres,  placing  this  number  under  cultivation, 
and  has  now  a farm  and  home  that  will  com- 
pare most  favorably  with  any  in  the  county. 

As  intimated  above,  Mr.  Williams  was 
married,  in  i860,  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Mary,  born  in  Wales  September  17, 
1835,  a daughter  of  William  P.  and  Charlotte 
Hones)  Griffiths.  In  1840  she  was  brought  to 
America  by  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Lick- 
ing county,  Ohio,  where  they  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  where  they  died,  leaving  ten  children, 
viz:  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary  (Mrs.  Williams), 
Margaret,  Charlotte,  Ellen,  Frances,  Henry. 
Mercy  and  Thomas.  Of  these  but  one  beside 
Mrs.  Williams  is  a resident  of  Putnam  county, 
viz:  Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of  Roger  Evans 
and  the  mother  of  six  children.  To  the  union 
ot  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  been  born  ten 
children,  viz:  William  G.,  a carpenter  of  Cali- 
fornia; John  D.,  farmer  of  Putnam  county, 
Ohio;  Catherine,  wife  of  John  A.  Lewis,  farmer 
of  Putnam  county ; Charlotte,  who  died  single; 
Thomas  S.,  a farmer  of  Putnam  county; 
David  L.,  a railroader,  Henry  R.,  a farmer  of 
Missouri;  Hugh  1'.,  Mary  and  Walter  E.,  all 
three  at  home. 

Mr.  Williams  is  republican  in  political  affin- 
Ees,  but  is  not  an  office  seeker;  nevertheless 
he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  township,  as 


township  trustee,  and  in  some  of  the  minor 
offices.  He  is  very  prominent  in  church  mat- 
| ters  and  is  quite  munificent  in  his  donations 
thereto.  He  was  the  principal  promoter  of, 

'•  and  was  the  first  to  start,  the  fund  for  the 
j erection  of  the  large  Congregational  church  at 
I Vaughnsville,  and  had,  indeed,  to  advance 
; the  greater  part  of  the  cash  necessary  for  its 
1 completion.  At  that  time,  in  1890,  the  con- 
I gregation  comprised  but  twenty-eight  mem- 
j hers,  but  it  now  numbers  130  communicants. 

| Mr.  Williams  has  never  been  behindhand  in 
! work  for  the  public  good,  and  as  a eonse- 
j quence  stands  most  deservedly  high  in  the 
i esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


EORGE  C.  WILLIAMS,  a leading 
business  man  of  Ottawa,  is  a native 
of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  born  Sep- 
tember 19,  1845.  His  father,  John 
Williams,  also  a native  of  Ohio,  was  of  Welsh 
descent,  and  his  mother,  whose  maider.  name 
was  Sarah  Barkdoll,  was  descended  from  Ger- 
man ancestry.  These  parents  were  prominent 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  and 
died  at  the  ages  of  seventy-four  and  si.xt\  three 
years,  respectively.  They  had  a family  of 
twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  matur- 
ity, viz:  Mary,  deceased ; Jane,  widow  of  O. 

Meals;  Sarah  C.,  widow  ot  James  Meals; 
George  C. ; Amanda,  wife  of  Henry  Arnold; 
Maggie,  wife  of  John  Kirk;  Albert,  deceased; 
Maliala,  wife  of  William  Heffelmier,  and  Har- 
riet, wife  of  Clark  Ledwick. 

George  C.  Williams  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  when  but  fourteen  years  old  began 
the  task  of  caring  for  himself,  working  as  a 
1 farm  laborer  and  coal  miner.  Being  thrown 
' upon  his  own  resources  at  so  early  an  ige,  his 
! educational  advantages  were  of  necessity  somc- 
i what  limited,  but  always  being  a great  • ader, 
i he  has  since  amassed  a store  of  \ aluable  knowl- 
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edge,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well  informed  men 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He 
not  only  supported  himself  when  young,  but 
contributed  a portion  of  his  meager  earnings 
to  the  support  of  his  father’s  family,  and  early 
learned  the  lessons  of  industry  and  economy 
bv  which  his  after  life  has  been  characterized. 

Mr.  Williams  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
the  county  of  Putnam,  locating  two  miles  west 
of  Columbus  Grove,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  until  August,  1864,  when  he  entered 
company  K,  Fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and 
served  until  mustered  out  June  21,  1865,  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  taking  part,  in  the  meantime, 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  Sherman’s  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea.  After  spending  one 
year  with  his  parents  on  his  return,  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  most 
successfully  for  a period  of  fourteen  years.  In 
the  city  of  Toledo  he  was  foreman  for  a large 
contracting  firm,  and  in  1871  removed  to  Co- 
lumbus Grove;  where  he  followed  contracting 
and  building  until  1880,  locating  in  the  latter 
year  at  Ottawa,  where  he  started  a lumber 
yard,  to  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention. 
Mr.  Williams  has  done  a great  deal  of  building 
in  Ottawa  and  vicinity,  and  his  lumber  yard  is 
the  largest  in  the  county.  He  keeps  on  hand 
a full  stock  of  all  kinds  of  building  material 
and  is  deservedly  classed  among  the  most 
successful  and  progressive  business  men  of  the 
city  of  Ottawa. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Williams  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  church  and  Sunday-school 
work,  and  in  1889,  made  a tour  of  Europe,  as 
a delegate  to  the  World’s  Sunday-school  con- 
vention, which  convened  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don in  July  of  that  year.  He  went  as  a state 
delegate,  and,  after  transacting  his  business  in 
the  convention,  visited  the  leading  cities  of  the 
continent,  among  which  were  Paris,  where  he 
attended  the  World's  Exposition,  Genoa, 


Italy,  Pisa,  the  ruined  city  of  Pompeii  and 
Herculaneum,  Rome,  Florence,  the  principal 
points  of  interest  in  Switzerland,  Germany  and 
Belgium;  also  Rotterdam,  Holland;  thence 
across  the  North  sea  to  England,  spending  a 
number  of  days  in  the  great  city  of  London. 
He  spent  some  time  in  Scotland,  visiting  the 
Highlands,  and  the  important  cities  of  that  his- 
toric country;  thence  sailed  to  Ireland,  mak- 
ing an  extensive  tour  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
visiting  its  leading  cities  and  other  places  of 
interest.  A mere  mention  of  the  different 
points  visited  by  Mr.  Williams  during  this  most 
interesting  tour  would  tax  the  patience  of  the 
reader,  but  suffice  it  to  state  that  he  made  in- 
telligent observations  in  the  different  countries 
over  which  he  traveled,  and  his  descriptions 
of  the  same  are  given  in  the  most  interesting 
and  charming  manner  to  those  with  whom  he 
converses  relative  to  his  wanderings. 

Like  his  parents  before  him.  Mr.  Williams 
subscribes  to  the  creed  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  he  has  contributed  liberally  of  his 
time  and  means  toward  the  promulgation,  of 
religion  in  his  own  and  other  lands.  He  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  church  in  the  general 
conference  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1893,  and 
since  1872  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Sunday-school  workers  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  state,  having  attended,  during  the 
past  seventeen  years,  as  delegate,  a number  of 
conventions,  including  the  State  Sunday-school 
convention  at  Fostoria,  in  1882;  the  Interna- 
tional conventions  of  1887  and  1890,  and  the 
International  and  World's  Sunday-school  con- 
vention at  St.  Louis  in  1 893.  In  his  local  church 
he  holds  the  position  of  class  leader  and  trus- 
tee, and  the  amount  of  good  lie  has  accom- 
plished, in  his  various  avenues  of  religious  en- 
deavor, would  be  impossible  to  estimate.  Mr. 
Williams  was  married  November  12,  1868,  to 
Miss  Elmina  Kiefer,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Lebanon  county,  Pa.,  April  1,  1847.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  three  living,  viz:  Henry,  married  to 
Carrie  Bennett  and  associated  with  his  father 
in  business;  Meda,  and  Lesta,  who  are  at 
home  and  attending  the  Ottawa  public  schools. 

Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the  first  directors 
of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  of  Ottawa.  He  is 
a republican  in  politics,  has  been  chairman  of 
the  county  executive  committee,  and  is  at 
present  one  of  the  members  of  the  republican 
central  committee  of  Ottawa. 


HOMAS  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  progressive  farmers 
of  Jennings  township,  Allen  county,  i 
is  a native  of  Wales.  He  is  a son  of 
Edward  and  Ann  (Howells)  Williams,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Montgomeryshire, 
Wales,  in  1797,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Jane  (Jones)  Williams.  Edward  Williams 
was  a miller,  as  was  his  father  before  him. 
He:  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, who  lived  to  reach  mature  age,  viz: 
Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Edward,  Ann,  Gwlym, 
Jane,  Catherine,  Martha  and  Maria.  Edward 
Williams  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1828  or  1829,  and  for  a time  worked  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  passing  over  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  and  afterward  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  After  being  in  this  country 
about  two  years  and  a half,  he  returned  to 
Wales,  where  he  was  married.  Mr.  Willliarns 
was  a hard-working  and  industrious  man,  and 
a good  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Welsh  Congregational  church,  and 
he  died  in  Wales  in  1867.  Two  of  his  chil- 
dren, only,  came  to  America,  Thomas  and 
Gwlym.  Edward  and  Martha  went  t6  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  others  remained  in  Wales, 
where  Catherine  now  alone  survives,  Ann, 
after  some  ) ears,  going  to  England  and  set- 
tling in  Manchester. 


Thomas  Williams  was  born  August  9, 1839, 
received  but  very  little  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  began  work- 
ing at  farming  and  in  a grist-mill.  Afterward 
he  came  to  this  country,  and  upon  his  arrival 
here  worked  for  some  time  on  a farm,  remain- 
ing thus  engaged  until  he  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  American  system  of  that  work  He 
was  married  in  Wales  to  Miss  Jane  Williams, 
in  May,  1862,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Catherine  (Howells)  Williams. 

Benjamin  Williams,  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas 
Williams,  wife  of  our  subject,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  was  born  in  1818.  He 
died  July  11,  1881,  in  Wales.  His  wife  was 
i born  m March,  1817.  Their  children  were 
George,  Thomas,  Jane,  William,  Sarah,  Cathe- 
rine, Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Mary.  Afti  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Williams  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  Wales,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  October.  1868.  I hey 
sailed  from  Liverpool  September  22,  and  were 
twelve  days  on  the  voyage  to  New  York. 
They  came  direct  to  Allen  county,  and  in 
1869  settled  on  their  present  farm  ol  eighty 
acres.  This  farm  was  nearly  covered  with 
timber,  but  he  went  to  work  with  a strong 
will,  determined  to  clear  it  and  make  of  it  a 
good  home.  By  hard  and  contiuous  labor 
this  was  done,  and  he  afterward  bought 
eighty  acres  more,  the  latter  in  Saga:  Creek 
township,  and  he  now  has  as  fine  a farm  of 
160  acres  as  any  man  need  desire.  1<  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Williams  there  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  viz:  Ann,  born  February 
6,  1865;  Kate,  born  February  17,  1867; 

Edward,  born  March  25,  1869;  Ann i?  born 
January  7,  1872;  George  and  William  vtwins), 
born  February  1 8 , 1874;  David,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1876- — died  January  13,  1878,  Eliza- 

beth, born  March  27,  1879;  Martha,  born 
j February  10,  1882;  Arthur,  born  August  11, 

I 1884,  and  Albert,  born  in  August,  1887,  ami 
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died  at  tlie  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Williams  are  members  of  the  Welsh  Congre- 
gational church,  of  which  Mr,  Williams  has 
been  deacon  for  three  years, 

Politically  Mr.  Williams  is  a republican, 
and  takes  great  interest  in  his  party’s  success. 
He  has  always  been  a hard-working  and 
industrious  man,  and  has  accumlated  the 
property  he  now  possesses  by  his  own  unaided 
exertions.  He  is  well  known  to  many  a person 
in  Putnam  and  Allen  counties,  and  all  recog- 
nize the  honesty  and  integrity  of  his  character. 
By  the  aid  of  his  faithful  wife  he  has  reared  a 
family  of  excellent  children.  His  daughter 
Kate,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  went  to 
Washington  territory,  and  there  entered  sixty 
acres  of  land  and  lived  upon  it  until,  under  the 
laws  of  tlie  United  States,  she  became  its 
owner.  She  is  now  married  and  is  doing  well. 
Before  going  to  Washington  territory,  she  was 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Putnam  and 
Allen  counties,  and  she  has  also  taught  in 
Washington,  where,  in  order  to  secure  her  cer- 
tificate, she  had  to  travel  eighty  miles  on 
horseback.  By  the  course  she  has  pursued 
she  has  given  evidence  of  the  enterprise  and 
courage  that  runs  in  the  family,  and  of  her  all 
her  relatives  may  well  feel  proud.  Thomas 
\\  illiams,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Will- 
iams, and  the  second  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Catherine  Williams,  is  a resident  of  London, 
Lngland,  and  by  process  of  law  his  legal  name 
is  now  I liomas  Howell  Williams  Idris. 


BRKEMAN  S.  WILLIAMS,  M.  I)  , 
was  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Pa.,  September  13,  1X47,  being  the 
son  of  Swain  ().  and  Mary  M.  (I)oud) 
Williams  II  is  father  was  born  in  Caldwell, 
N.  V.,  in  the  year  1X09,  being  the  son  of  Cer- 
sliam  Williams,  who  was  a native  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  of  English  lineage,  his  father,  Enos 


Williams,  having  been  a native  of  Vermont, 
whence  in  early  life  he  removed  to  New  Jersey, 
being  an  active  participant  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  doing  loyal  service  in  uphold- 
ing the  arms  of  tlie  continental  army.  His 
son  inherited  this  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  took 
part  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  finally  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  but  eventually  took  up  his 
abode  in  Ohio,  in  1848,  and  located  in  Allen 
county,  near  Elida,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  operations  until  1X58,  when  he 
came  to  the  home  of  his  son  near  Lima,  where 
he  lived  until  the  hour  of  his  death,  w hich  oc- 
curred in  1862 — his  wife  having  passed  away 
in  1856.  He  was  originally  a member  of  the 
whig  party,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the 
republican  party  he  identified  himself  there- 
with and  remained  a stanch  adherent  of  the 
same  ever  afterward. 

Swain  O.  Williams,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  town  schools  of  the  old  Keystone  state. 
About  1832  he  married  Mary  M.  Doud,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Doud,  a native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  of  English  descent.  Mary  M.  Doud  was 
born  in  Susquehanna  county,  Pa.,  about  1X12, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  same 
county  ; by  her  marriage  to  Dr.  Williams  she 
became  the  mother  of  the  following-named 
children:  Rosilla,  Daraxa,  Mrs.  Malvina  Cal- 

lahan, Dennis  Id.,  Isaac,  Freeman  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Nelson,  and  Mary  Ellen.  After  his  mar- 
riage, Swain  Williams  retained  his  residence  in 
Pennsylvania  until  1851,  when  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
purchased  and  improved  a farm,  and  died  in 
1866,  his  wife  having  passed  away  about  1858. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Universalis!  church 
and  Mr.  Williams  was  a member  of  the  Lima 
Masonic  lodge.  In  politics  In  was  originally  a 
whig  and  later  a republican.  His  brother, 
Nelson,  was  an  active  participant  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  being  a member  of  the  b ourth 
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Ohio  regiment  cavalry,  under  McLaughlin,  his 
command  being  in  service  under  Gen.  Kilpat- 
rick. He  participated  in  many  hard-fought 
engagements  in  the  western  campaign  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Demus  H., 
the  eldest  brother  of  our  subject,  was  also  at 
the  front  in  the  late  war,  being  a member 
of  company  D,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry. 

Freeman  S,  Williams  received  his  prelimi- 
nary education  discipline  in  Allen  county,  after 
which  he  became  a student  in  the  high  school 
at  Delphos.  Though  reared  to  farm  life,  he 
was  determined  to  seek  a wider  field  of  en- 
deavor. About  1872  he  began  reading  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  A.  T.  Brundage,  of  Fan  I oryville, 
Pa.,  remaining  thus  associated  for  two  years. 
In  i 87 3 he  matriculated  as  a student  in  the 
medical  department  in  the  university  of  Mich- 
igan at  Ann  Arbor,  and  there  graduated  in 
1875.  Within  the  same  year  he  came  to  Ohio, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Paulding  county  for  three  months, 
after  which,  in  September  of  the  same  year, he 
came  to  Kalida,  and  purchased  the  practice  of 
Dr.  J.  B.  Vail,  now  of  Lima,  soon  securing 
recognition  for  his  professional  ability  in  the 
retaining  of  a large  and  representative  practice. 
He  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  alert  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens  of  Kalida,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  classes.  In  his 
fraternal  relations  the  doctor  is  a member  of 
the  Kalida  lodge,  No.  280,  F.  & A.  M , and  is 
also  a prominent  member  of  Red  Jack*  ■t  lodge, 
No.  455,  i.  O.  O.  b'.,  at  Factoryville,  Pa. 
He  is  not  a member  of  any  church,  but  has  a 
great  respect  for  spiritual  realities  and  espouses 
all  causes  which  converse  the  higher  interests  of 
his  fellow-men.  Politically,  the  dot  tor  is  a re- 
publican. He  has  maintained  a lively  interest 
in  e ducational  work,  and  has  at  various  inter- 
tads  done  ellii  out  service  as  a memb  :r  of  the 
common  council. 


In  June,  1876,  was  consummated  the  mar- 
riage of  Dr.  Williams  to  Miss  Nora  Parker, 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Louisa  Parker,  who 
are  natives  of  Columbiana  county,  this  state, 
and  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Williams  was 
born  in  Kalida  in  1857,  received  her  education 
in  the -pubbc  schools  of  this  place  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  viz:  Grace,  aged  seventeen  -ears 
(1895);  Gaylord,  fifteen  years;  Bertha,  twelve; 
Byron,  ten;  Elmer  DeW'tt,  six;  and  Cly  F., 
four  years. 


ENRY  WING  was  of  English  descent, 
and  was  a native  of  Vermont,  his 
birth  occurring  in  the  year  "97. 
After  attaining  manhood  he  took  as  a 
life  partner  Miss  Elinor  Frazee,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The’,  first  settled  on  a ‘arm 
near  Defiance,  Ohio  Later,  about  1825, 
they  moved  to  Greensburg  township,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  end  red  a small  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  twenty-one  acres.  wo 
\ ears  later  they  purchased  200  acres  additional, 
and  proceeded  with  the  difficult  task  o'  on- 
verting  it  into  a farm  home  which  would  yield 
them  a sustenance.  The  senior  Wing  was 
possessed  of  only  an  ordinary  education,  but 
he  had  been  reared  upon  a farm,  and  wa.-  not 
afraid  of  hard  work.  At  that  time  Putnam 
county  was  largely  a primitive  wilderne- • , full 
| of  Indians,  and  the  wdd  forests  were  thick 
j with  bears,  wolves,  deer  and  other  game  The 
highways  had  not  then  been  traced,  and  neigh- 
bors were  few  and  far  between.  Into  th  un- 
inviting country  did  the  young  couple  come, 
with  stout  hearts  and  eager  hands,  deter’'  died 
to  make  for  themselves  a home.  Gradually 
the  transformation  was  • ffected,  and  the  worthy 
couple  become  known  as  substantial  and  re- 
spected citizens.  Both  were  believers  in  ( hris- 


J 


■ r 

■ 

,t . . 

. V ' ; ■ 

■ 

••  • | ; r ■ ■■'■■■  [o'  ■ ' 

' 

- 

. 

' 


OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 


587 


tianity,  and  by  their  daily  life  set  an  example 
worthy  of  emulation.  Mr.  Wing  was  in  poli- 
tics a whig,  and  as  such  he  was  called  upon  to 
till  vannus  township  offices,  a duty  which  he 
performed  with  satisfaction.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 1 8,  1844,  and  his  beloved  wife  joined 
him  in  August,  1848.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  given  in  order  below,  all 
but  the  youngest  of  whom  are  still  living  : Jar- 
vis, Rhoda,  Oliver,  Henry,  Elnora,  Jane, 
Pauline,  Austin,  Cleopatra,  Francis  M.,  and 
Nathan. 

Henr)  Wing,  our  subject,  was  born  in  De- 
fiance county,  Ohio,  September  8,  1831.  He 
was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and,  in  fact, 
has  been  concerned  with  agriculture  all  of  his 
life.  His  educational  discipline  was  that  re- 
ceived in  a log  school-house  of  the  pioneer 
days,  but  his  was  an  observant  mind,  and  in 
addition  he  absorbed  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  general  affairs.  March  17,  1 866,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  NT iss  Mary  E.  Gilbert, 
who  was  born  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  August 
9,  1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Martha  (Butler)  Gilbert.  Her  father  was  born 
in  the  Champlain  region  of  Vermont,  while  her 
mother  was  a native  of  Connecticut.  They 
were  married  at  Cayuga  Falls,  Ohio,  where 
Jacob  Gilbert  engaged  for  several  years  in  the 
mercantile  business.  They  lived  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Putnam  county,  and  made  their  home  in  Mon- 
roe townsEp.  Here  they  purchased  a tract 
of  school  bind  and  became  substantial  citizens 
of  that  sec* ion.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  school-teachers  of  this  portion  of  Ohio, 
and  he  followed  the  vocation  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  December,  1863.  He  was  an 
old-line  -a  big  politically,  and  was  several  times 
honored  with  political  preferment  at  the  hands 
of  his  febov  -citizens.  11  is  religious  views  led 
him  to  a membership  in  the  Met hodist  church, 
w hile  Mrs  ( filbert  has  been  a Bible  Christian 


a lady  beloved  for  her  many  sterling  qualities, 
and  a mother  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to 
her  family.  She  still  resides  upon  the  old 
homestead.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz:  Lucien,  Lucius,  Rufus  E.,  Martha,  Sarah 

A.,  Ida  M.,  Prosper  L.  and  Mrs.  Wing.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Wing  settled  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  by  them  when  they  were  first  mar- 
ried, and  they  have  become  closely  identified 
with  the  interests  of  tljis  portion  of  the  county. 
Their  present  fine  homestead  could  hardly  be 
recognized  as  the  howling  wilderness  of  which 
they  took  possession  nearly  thirty  years -ago. 
It  consists  of  180  acres  of  fertile  land,  with 
good  buildings,  and  its  present  stage  of  culti- 
vation has  been  reached  only  bv  hard  labor 
and  indomitable  perseverance. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  our 
subject  enlisted  in  company  E,  Thirty-first 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  was  in  the  cam- 
paigns through  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  He 
saw'  active  camp  and  guard  dutv,  and  received 
honorable  discharge  in  August,  1861.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a republican,  and  he  has  filled  vari- 
ous township  offices  with  eminent  satisfiaction. 
Although  not  identified  with  any  religious  de- 
nomination, nevertheless  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wing- 
are  in  sympathy  therewith,  and  aid  the  good 
work  in  a financial  way.  The  have  had  eight 
children  born  to  their  marriage,  viz:  Martha, 
Albert  John,  Frederick,  Florence,  Rufus  (de- 
ceased), Frank  II. .Annie  (deceased)  and  Philip 
(deceased.) 


HUSTIN  WING,  now  a farmer  of  Pal- 
mer township,  wras  born  in  Greens- 
burg  towmship,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
April  28,  1839,  received  a common 
! education  and  was  reared  on  Ins  father's  farm, 
j He  is  ol  English  descent  and  is  r-  son  of  Henry 
and  Elinor  (Frazee)  Wing,  and  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  assist- 
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ing  his  father.  December  20,  1868,  he  was 

united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Electa  Sandford, 
who  was  born  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 1 7 , 1849,  a daughter  of  John  and 

Electa  (Cassady)  Sandford.  John  Sandford 
was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1803,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Defiance  county,  Ohio.  He  was  married 
in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  became  the  father 
of  eleven  children,  viz:  Jane,  Rebecca,  John, 

Eliza,  Volney,  Susan,  Andrew  J.,  Lewis  C., 
Frank,  Electa  and  Samuel.  The  mother  of 
this  large  family  died  in  September,  1850,  and 
the  father,  who  had  served  as  commissioner  of 
Defiance  county,  passed  away  March  7,  1882. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Sandford,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Wing,  also  named  John,  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  and  both  these 
lived  all  their  days  in  the  Empire  state — highly 
respected  people.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wing  have  been  born  the  following  family: 
lames  1).,  John  S.,  Lewis  F.  (deceased),  Will- 
iam A.,  Cora  E.,  Delford  A.,  Grade  E.  (de- 
oeasedj,  Electa  E.,  Missouri  J.,  Mary  E.  ("de- 
ceased), Frank  (deceased)  and  Lucy  F.  Since 
his  marriage  Mr.  Wing  has  lived  on  various 
farms  but  never  outside  of  Putnam  county. 

Mr.  Wing  is  a truly  patriotic  American, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the 
tlag  of  his  country  and  to  save  his  nation  from 
disintegration,  enlisted  in  April,  1861,  in  com- 
pany E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 
and  re-enlisted  August  22,  1862,  but  this  time 
in  the  cavalry  service — company  F,  Fourth 
regiment.  He  served  in  the  campaigns  through 
i\<  ntucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
Mississippi  At  Stone  River  he  was  captured 
by  the  enemy  and  confined  in  Libby  prison  for 
twenty  days,  and  after  his  exchange  he  fought 
at  Chattanooga,  scouted  and  foraged  up  the 
D'lmessee  river,  participated  in  the  famous 
Atlanta  campaign,  and,  in  fact,  took  part  in  all 
the  marches  and  battles  in  which  Ins  regiment 


was  engaged,  finally  being  honorably  dis- 
charged after  a prolonged  service  of  three 
years  and  three  months. 

In  1890  Mr.  Wing  settled  on  his  present 
farm  of  175  acres,  but  which  then  had  no 
house  upon  it.  His  intention,  however,  is  to 
build  .a  dwelling  in  the  modern  style  and  of 
some  pretentions,  with  out-buildings  to  match. 
The  soil  of  this  farm  is  rich  91  nd  fertile,  and 
Air.  Wing  has  not  failed  to  avail  himself  of  this 
fact.  Ill  politics  Air.  Wing  is  a republican, 
has  served  as  township  assessor,  and  is  very 
popular  with  his  party.  He  bears  a name 
that  has  never  been  tarnished  by  a dishonor- 
able act  and  one  of  which  Ins  progen  ■ may 
well  be  proud.  He  is  recognized  by  his  neigh- 
bors as  a most  useful  citizen,  ever  ready  to  ; ssist 
the  distressed,  and  to  promptly  aid  in  advanc- 
ing every  project  designed  to  forward  th<  well- 
being  of  the  township  and  county.  Few  men 
in  the  county  of  Putnam  have  been  more  pat- 
riotic, public-spirited,  or  industrious,  o'  stand 
as  high  in  the  public  esteem  as  Austin  Wing. 


EORGE  WINE  MAN,  of  Blum  hard 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  a 
son  of  George  S.  and  Hannah  Wag- 
enlander)  \\  ineman,  and  was  horn  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  July  16,  1839. 

George  S.  Wineman  was  a farmer,  lived  at 
Groeningen,  and  reared  a family  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz;  George,  our  subject; 
Michael,  now  of  Alichigan;  Sophia,  wife  of 
John  Feedman,  and  Barbara,  deceased.  The 
father  himself  died  on  his  farm  at  Groeningen, 
Germany,  and  after  that  event.  George  Wine- 
man,  our  subject,  came  in  1856  to  the  United 
States,  and  was  shortly  afterward  followed  by 
his  mother  and  the  two  sisters,  the  brother, 
Michael,  coming  last  of  all  The  mother 
located  first  in  Michigan,  but  later  moved  to 
Illinois,  where  she  died,  in  the  spring  1883. 
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George  Wineman  was  educated  in  Ger- 
many, and  after  coming  to  America  located  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  seven 
years  with  his  uncle,  Leonard  Wagenlander. 
In  1867  he  came  to  Putnam  county,  and  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm  in  Blanchard  town- 
ship, which  he  later  purchased,  and  which 
comprises  240  acres  in  section  No.  36,  forty- 
two  in  No.  25,  and  195  in  No.  24.  Thisland  he 
partly  cleared,  ditched,  and  improved  with  all 
necessary  buildings,  including  a comfortable 
residence.  He  carries  on  farming  to  a large 
extent,  and  also  raises  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs 
for  shipment  and  home  use,  and  is  altogether 
prosperous  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wineman 
took  place  June  27,  1867,  to  Miss  Nancy  Moffitt, 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Moffitt,  of  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  William  C.,  John,  Edith 
(wife  of  John  McClure),  Frank,  Carrie,  Alice, 
May,  Grace,  Cora,  Lulu  M.,  and  Harry,  the 
Inst  named  deceased. 

J.  J.  Moffitt,  father  of  Mrs.  Wineman,  w;i- 
born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio.  His  father, 
Joshua  J.  Moffitt,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion and  came  to  Ohio  from  North  Carolina, 
settling  in  Ross  county  at  an  early  date,  and 
lived  in  this  county  till  he  died.  j.  J.  Moffitt 
settled  in  Hancock  county,  Ohro,  about  1835, 
in  which  county  he  entered  land,  cleared  a 
farm,  adding  thereto  until  he  finally  owned 
some  i,  100  acres.  He  still  resides  in  Hancock 
county,  upon  a farm  of  700  acres.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  McClish,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field  count)  , and  died  in  1861. 

Mr.  Wineman  has  filled  many  of  the  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  trustee,  assessor 
and  school  director,  being  in  his  politics  an 
ardent  republican.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  lodge  No.  459,  !.  t).  O.  F.,  of  Gilboa,  ^ 
and  personally  he  is  vry  popular  throughout  1 
Ins  neighborhood.  He  is  ranked  among  the  | 

leading  farmers  of  Blanchard  township,  is 
31 


regarded  as  intelligent  and  progressive,  and 
is  universally  esteemed  as  an  honest  and  use- 
ful citizen. 


r’lLLIAM  WINKEL,  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  tile  manufacturer  of 
Liberty  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  December  5,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  Rudy 
and  Mary  (Hicks)  Winkel,  both,  also,  natives 
of  the  Keystone  state.  Rudy,  the  father,  was 
a life-long  farmer,  and  to  himself  and  wife 
were  born  ten  children,  named  as  follows: 
Henry,  John,  Moses,  Catherine,  William  four 
subject  , George  Barbara  A. , Marv  J. , and  Rudy 
and  Margaret  E.,  twins.  Of  these  our  subject 
was  the  only  one  to  come  to  Ohio,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Rudy,  who  came  in  1 869  married 
here,  and  died  the  father  of  four  children. 
Rudy,  the  father,  died  in  his  native  state  in 
1854,  and  his  widow  in  1867,  the  latter  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  both  highly 
respected  by  the  members  of  the  community 
in  which  they  passed  their  days. 

William  Winkel  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  i860, 
when  he  married,  of  which  event  mention  will 
be  made  in  a subsequent  paragraph.  He  then 
rented  a small  farm  in  his  native  county  and 
began  the  struggle  of  life  in  earnest.  Op  this 
farm  he  resided  until  1868,  when  he  brought 
his  family  to  Ohio,  and  for  a short  time  located 
on  a small  farm  in  Liberty  township,  Putnam 
county,  until  he  could  make  a permanent  set- 
tlement, which  he  accomplished  by  purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  m tin  same 
township.  This  farm  contained  a cabin,  and  of 
the  land  about  twenty  acres  had  been  cleared, 
the  balance  being  timber  land.  He  has  since 
added  forty  acres  to  the  place,  nearly  all  of 
which  he  has  cleared  up,  ditched,  tiled  and 
placed  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation;  has 
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improved  it  with  a handsome  two-story  frame 
dwelling,  a commodious  and  substantial  barn 
and  out-buildings,  a wind-pump,  etc.,  and  set 
out  a thriving  orchard  of  choice  fruit  trees — all 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  live 
miles  from  Leipsic  station.  Up  to  1892  he 
gave  this  farm  his  undivided  attention,  doing 
general  farming  and  raising  live  stock  of  choice 
grades,  making  specialties  of  short  horn  cattle, 
and  the  better  breeds  of  hogs  for  home  use. 

In  1891  Mr.  Winkel’s  son  John  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  tiling  with  his  brother-in-- 
law,  John  Casteel,  on  the  home  place  and  found 
an  immediate -home  sale  for  all  they  could 
turn  out,  and  also  manufactured  some  brick. 
Mr.  Winkel  has  great  faith  in  tile  as  an  aid  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  agriculture,  de- 
rived from  his  own  experience,  and  in  1895  pur- 
chased John  Casteel’s  interest.  Since  settling- 
on  his  present  farm,  four  different  seasons 
passed  in  which  he  failed  to  grow  corn  enough 
to  fatten  his  hogs  and  carry  him  through  the 
winter,  as  the  water  that  accumulated  on  his 
land  had  no  outlet  and  was  withdrawn  only 
by  the  tedious  operation  of  evaporation,  but 
since  ditching  and  tiling  have  been  introduced 
he  has  succeeded  in  making  a good  crop  every 
year.  He  has  witnessed  the  thousand  and 
one  other  advances  that  have  also  taken  place 
since  his  coming  to  the  Black  swamp.  There 
were  then  hardly  any  roads,  .and  the  lands 
were  in  the  hands  of  small  farmer  settlers, 
with  very  little  under  cultivation.  Now  all 
these  lands  are  well  drained  and  under  tillage, 
and  pikes  and  byways  permeate  every  section 
of  the  township  and  county,  and  Mr.  Winkel 
has  by  hard  labor  greatly  aided  in  bringing 
about  this  transformation. 

Mr.  Winkel  was  joined  in  matrimony  in 
1 SOo  with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Lafferty,  who  was 
born  in  Beaver  county,  Pa.,  February  19, 
1843,  a daughter  of  James  R.  Lafferty,  a 
farmer,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  18^5,  bought 


a tract  of  200  acres  in  Van  Buren  township, 
Putnam  county,  opened  up  about  ninety  acres 
to  cultivation,  and  built  a good  house  and 
barn.  He  was  a progressive  citizen,  and  for 
many  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  he  died  in  February, 
1893- — his  widow  being  now  seventy-two  years 
of  age.  Their  family  comprised  nine  children, 
viz:  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  Mr.  Winkel;  Sam- 
uel, who  died  single;  John,  practicing  medi- 
cine at  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  James  a 
farmer;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Frank  Baughman, 
farmer;  Lucinda,  who  died  unmarried,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years;  Lewis,  principal  of  the 
Leipsic  school;  Grace,  on  the  homestead,  and 
Ray,  who  died  when  five  years  old.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkle  has  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children,  born  in  the  fol- 
lowing order;  Mary  If..,  married  to  John  Cas- 
teel, farmer;  Della,  wife  of  fames  W.nkel, 

! farmer;  Emma  [.,  married  to  Delano  Decker, 

I farmer;  William  J.,  a farmer;  John,  a tih  nan- 
| ufacturer;  Alice,  died  at  the  age  -of  eighteen 
years;  Rudy  H.,  Lewis  S.,  Moses,  Lucinoa  A., 
Dora  B.  and  Charles  F.,  all  at  home.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkel  affiliate  with  the  P vsby- 
terian  church,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Winkel  is  a 
republican.  Although  he  does  not  aspir-  to  of- 
fice, he  has,  as  a matter  of  public  duty,  filled 
several  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  tow  nship. 
He  is  public  spirited  and  liberal  in  his  contri- 
butions toward  improvements  designed  1 r the 
public  good,  is  straightforward  in  all  his  trans- 
actions, and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  community  in  which  he  has  passed  so 
many  years  of  his  useful  and  well  spent  life. 


OSEPH  WINKELMAN,  tile  and  brick 
manufacturer  at  Glandorf,  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Rhine 
Pfaltz,  Bavaria,  Germany,  February 
1 23,  1852,  a son  of  Jacob  and  t a-  oline 
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(Sclnvalp)  Winkelman.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1862,  and  for  one  year  resided  in 
Alleghany  City,  Pa.,  and  then  came  to  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio,  and  located  in  Liberty 
township,  where  the  father,  who  had  been  a 
farmer  and  wine  grower  in  the  old  country, 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  and  followed 
farming  until  1873,  when  he  moved  to  Glan- 
dorf,  where  he  lived  in  retirement  until  his 
death  in  1891— his  wife  having  expired  on  the 
farm  in  Liberty  township  in  1865.  Both  par- 
ents were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  had  born  to  them  a family  of  six 
children,  viz:  Lizzie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
tour  years;  Joseph,  our  subject;  Jacob,  a 
teamster  of  the  state  of  Washington;  John  H , 
a teacher  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa;  Stephen, 
who  died  in  1891,  and  George  who  is  engaged 
in  the  bottling  business  at  Ottawa,  Ohio. 

Joseph  Winkelman,  the  subject  of  this  1 
sketch,  was  reared  in  Putnam  county  from  the  ' 
age  of  eleven  years  until  manhood,  when  he  ! 
left  the  home  farm  and  began  life  on  his  own  j 
account  by  working  on  a farm  for  two  years  | 
and  in  a brick-yard  two  years  longer.  About  j 
1873,  he  started  a brick-yard  of  his  own,  to  j 
which  he  afterward  added  a tile  factory.  The  • 
latter  department  was  established  in  1884  in  j 
partnership  with  F.  N.  Ellis,  under  name  of  I 
Winkelman  & Ellis.  The  concern  is  one  of  | 
the  most  extensive  in  the  county,  turning  out  j 
over  500,000  brick  annually  and  manufactur-  ' 
ingall  sizes  of  tile,  from  three  to  twelve  inches  | 
in  diameter,  at  the  rate  of  10,000  per  day,  the  1 
whole  being  under  the  immediate  supervision  ! 
of  Mr.  Winkelman  himself.  Further  mention  j 
of  this  enterprise  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  F.  N.  Ellis. 

Mr.  Winkelman  has  been  twice  married — 
in  1880,  to  Miss  Philomena  Hueve,  who  was 
born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  died,  in 
1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  the  second 
marriage  took  place  in  November,  1883,  with 
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Miss  Bernardine  Nartker,  also  a native  of  Put- 
nam county,  born  in  1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winkelman  are  communicant''  at  Saint  John’s 
Catholic  church  of  Glandorf.  In  politics  Mr. 
Winkelman  is  a democrat  and  has  served  as 
township  treasurer;  he  is  also  a trustee  of 
Saint  John’s-  church  and  *a  director  in  the 
Glandorf  Building  & Loan  association.  As  a 
business  man  lie  stands  in  the  front  rank,  and 
socially  he  is  esteemed  for  his  public  spirit  and 
liberal  aid  to  all  projects  having  for  their  aim 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  township  or  county. 


AX  WINKELMAN  was  of  late  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  merchants  of 
Ottoville,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
having  been  at  one  time  the  senior 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Winkelman  & Vincke, 
and  the  successor  of  G.  H.  Otte,  of  the  old 
firm  of  Otte  8c  Winkelman,  general  merchants. 

Matthias,  the  father  of  Max,  was  born  in 
Westphalia,  Germany,  came  to  the  United 
States  when  young,  and  in  1850  reached  Del- 
phos,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
tanner  for  about  ten  years.  He  was  married, 
in  Delphos,  to  Frances  Merkel,  daughter  of 
Michael  Merkel,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  named  Max,  Frank,  Alary, 
Amelia  and  John.  In  i860  Mr.  Winkelman 
came  to  Ottoville,  and  in  partnership  with 
Gerhard  Otte  established  the  hist  mercantile 
business  of  any  consequence  in  town;  in  1863 
he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  old  firm,  estab- 
lished a new  store,  and  was  alone  in  the 
same  trade  until  1869,  when  he  again  sold  out 
and  went  to  Wisconsin,  on  account  of  his  wife’s 
health,  lie  had  held  the  office  of  postmaster 
from  1861  until  1867,  and  was  a very  popular 
official.  Six  weeks  after  reaching  Wisconsin, 
Mrs.  Winkelman  expired  at  Franklin,  twelve 
miles  west  of  Milwaukee,  ami  Mr.  Winkelman 
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returned  to  Delphos,  Ohio,  and  married  Mrs.- 
Thirsa  Selzer;  in  July,  1870,  he  returned  to 
Ottoville  and  purchased  a half-interest  in  the 
business  of  Gerhard  Otte,  his  former  partner, 
and  in  this  he  continued  until  his  death  in  the 
faith  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics  a 
democrat.  This  sad  event  occurred  August  9, 
1876.  His  widow,  Thirsa  (Buehler-Stelzer) 
Winkelman,  survived  until  August  17,  1891, 
when  she  also  died  in  the  same  faith. 

Max  Winkelman,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Delphos,  Ohio,  February 
8,  1859,  was  brought  to  Ottoville  when  but 
one  year  of  age,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  At  the  proper  age  he  began  clerk- 
ing with  his  father  and  continued  to  be  thus 
employed  until  the  latter's  death,  and  then 
clerked  for  Mr.  Otte  until  1879,  when  he  and 
Ferdinand  Vincke  bought  out  Mr.  Otte’s  stock 
and  good  will,  the  mother  of  Mr.  Winkelman 
furnishing  the  capital  and  being  the  actual 
partner  of  Mr.  Vincke.  In  1891  our  subject 
bought  out  the  interest  of  his  mother,  and  the 
business  was  continued  under  the  original  style 
of  Winkelman  & Vincke,  and  conducted  a 
thriving  trade  down  to  August  15,  1895,  when 
Max  Winkelman  retired,  Mr.  Vincke  purchasing 
Mr.  Winkelman’s  interest,  the  business  being 
continued  under  style  of  F.  F.  Vincke,  a sketch 
of  whose  life  is  given  on  another  page. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Winkelman  took  place 
in  Ottoville,  June  if,  1889,  with  Miss  Sabina 
Rekart,  who  was  born  at  Ottoville,  February 
2,  1859,  a daughter  of  William  Rekart,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  who 
have  been  named  Mary,  Albert,  Frances  and 
Rose.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkelman  are  devout 
Catholics.  In  politics  Mr.  Winkelman  is  a 
democrat  aud  was  deputy  postmaster  at  Otto- 
ville from  1876  until  1894,  and  is  a genial, 
affable  and  courteous  gentleman  as  well  as  a 
thoroughly  practical  business  man. 


OLOMON  WOLLAM,  one  of  the 
most  successful  fanners  of  Perry 
township,  Putnam  county,  was  born 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  August  25, 
1846,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Shisler  Wol- 
lam.  Joseph  Wollam  was  also  a native  of 
Fairheld  county,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1811,  of  German  ancestry.  The  father 
of  Joseph  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
served  under  Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
the  northwest,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  re- 
turned to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  previovsly  lived,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  on  a farm,  dying  a respected 
citizen,  and  leaving  the  following  family:  Peter. 
Jacob,  John,  Daniel  Catherine  and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Wollam,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  above  family,  was  reared  both  a farmer 
and  millwright,  and  made  good  use  of  both 
callings  in  his  career  through  life.  To  his 
union  with  Mary  Shisler,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Ballinger)  Shisler,  children  were 
born  as  follows:  Lewis,  who  died  during  the 
late  Civil  war  and  was  buried  at  Hiiloh; 
Samuel,  an  ex-soldier,  and  now  a farmer  of 
Bosworth,  Mo.;  Solomon,  our  subject;  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Adam  Benedict,  of  Morrow  county; 
Hannah  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  Shisler.  :>f  Oak- 
wood,  Ohio;  Catherine,  who  died  m youth, 
and  Joseph,  of  Dupont.  The  mother  of  the 
family  was  born  in  Fairfield  countv,  Ohio, 
about  1815,  was  a daughter  of  Virginia-born 
parents  of  German  descent,  and  died  June  2, 
1859,  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church 
For  some  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wollam 
lived  in  Fairfield  county,  following  his  trade, 
until  his  removal  to  Delaware  county,  where 
he  continued  millwrighting  a few  years  longer, 
and  in  1853  came  to  Perry  township,  Putnam 
county,  where  he  purchased  a farm  on  tin 
tract  where  a part  of  Dupont  no\  stands. 
With  the  exception  of  two  years  passed  h 
Paulding  county,  Ohio,  he  here  pass  ' the  re- 
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mainder  of  his  life,  being  until  the  day  of  his 
death  one  of  the  most  honored  of  Perry  town- 
ship’s citizens.  He  was  always  a republican 
in  politics,  and  served  under  the  auspices  of 
his  party  as  justice  of  the  peace,  township 
trustee,  and  the  minor  offices  of  the  township, 
with  much  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public,  until  his  death,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  September 
4,  1892.  An  honored  member,  also,  of  the 
Masonic  order,  he  had  lived  well  up  to  the. 
teaching  of  that  ancient  brotherhood,  and, 
having  done  this,  was  necessarily  an  honest 
man  and  a true  citizen. 

Solomon  Wollam  was  educated  in  the  log- 
cabin  school-house  of  his  early  day,  but  ac- 
quired sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to 
successfully  carry  him  through  the  vocation  he 
chose  for  his  life  calling — that  of  agriculture. 
February  14,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  company  A, 
under  Capt.  George  McClure,  in  the  Fifty- 
seventh  regiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  for 
the  term  of  three  years.  He  was  at  once  sent 
to  Larkinsville,  Ala.  ,and  there  joined  Sherman’s 
army,  with  which  he  took  part  in  the  famous 
march  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  battles  of  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Lost  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Stone  Mountain,  Ezra 
Chapel, Jonesboro,  Fort  McAllister,  and  through 
South  Carolina  to  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Johnson,  the  commander  of  the  rebel  forces, 
at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  April  26,  1865,  the  last  fight 
with  that  famous  rebel  general  having  taken 
place  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  March  19.  The 
above-named  battles,  although  not  named  in 
consecutive  order,  were  among  the  fiercest  and 
bloodiest  ol  the  Rebellion,  and  are  more 
matters  of  war  history  than  of  biographical  rec- 
ord After  the  surrender  of  Johnson,  Mr 
Wollam  marched  with  the  triumphant  forces 
to  Washington,  1).  ('.,  where  lie  took  part  in 
flic  grand  review  in  May,  1865.  After  this 


event  Mr.  Wollam  was  sent  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  where  he  was  on  provost  duty  until  hon- 
orably discharged  in  August,  1865.  Returning 
to  his  home,  Mr.  Wollam  resumed  his  farming 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  in  1872  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Dimock,  who  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York  May  4,  1853,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  Eli  Dimock,  the  result  of  this  union  being 
two  children,  viz;  Myrtle,  wife  of  Dr.  Edward 
Bird  of  Dupont,  and  Clyde,  now  of  the  univer- 
sity at  Ada,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  October  18,  1889,  a conscientious 

member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Tire  second  nrariage  of  Mr.  Wollam  took  place 
December  16,  1893,  to  Mrs.  Martha  Calkins, 
widow  of  Harvey  C.  Calkins  and  daughter  of 
B.  C.  and  Nancy  (Martin)  Cliffton,  but  to  this 
marriage  no  children  have  been  born  In 
1874,  Mr.  Wollam  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
where  he  has  made  a happy  home  and  estab- 
lished a reputation  second  to  none  as  a farmer 
and  citizen. 


aHARLES  E.  WIGHT.— Among  the- 
many  young  farmers  of  Monroe  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  none  are 
accredited  with  more  push  and  enter- 
prise, or  with  a more  general  knowledge  of 
affairs  than  the  gentleman  concerning  whom 
we  now  make  specific  mention.  Combined 
with  great  natural  intelligence  he  possesses  an 
excellent  education,  and  is  consequently  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  duties  of  lite  Mr.  Wight 
is  of  English  descent,  his  ancestors,  the  \\  ights, 
five  brothers,  having  come  to  this  country  from 
E ngland  in  the  early  colonial  days  They  were 
prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of 
the  republic,  and  from  them  descended  the 
different  branches  of  the  Wight  family,  scat- 
tered all  over  this  country. 

Reuben  Wight,  grandfather  of  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  state,  and  was  married  to  a 
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Miss  Van  Buren,  a distant  relative  of  President 
Martin  Van  Buren.  They  moved  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  when  that  place  was  but  a ham- 
let, and  became  the  possessors  of  forty  acres 
of  land  located  where  now  is  the  heart  of  that 
city.  He  met  his  death  during  the  cholera 
plague  of  1830.  Their  son,  Reuben  Wight, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  York 
state  in  April,  182S.  He  was  reared  a farmer, 
but  afterward  followed  the  vocations  of  car- 
penter and  painter.  He  received  a common- 
school  education  and  was  a man  of  intelligence 
and  excellent  parts.  In  1852  he  was  married 
m Lorain  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Altha  Reichard, 
who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in  May, 
1828.  They  lived  in  Lorain  county  for  a few 
years  and  then  removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  nine  years, 
afterward  returning  to  Lorain  county.  Here 
they  lived  on  their  farm  of  sixty  acres,  and 
here  the  father  still  resides,  his  beloved  wife 
having  passed  away  in  1894.  Both  became 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
ever  stood  high  in  the  regard  of  their  fellow- 
men.  Their  children,  in  the  order  of  birth, 
were:  Alice,  who  died  at  an  early  age;  Will- 

iam, Charles  E.  and  Edward. 

Charles  E.  Wight,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  December 
9,  1861.  He  was  reared. a farmer,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  two  )'ears  spent  as  a teacher, 
he  has  always  followed  this  vocation.  His 
common-school  education  was  supplemented 
by  a course  of  study  at  the  Western  Reserve 
Normal  college,  where  he  used  his  talents  and 
opportunities  to  good  advantage. 

He  was  married  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio, 
March  12,  1884,  to  Miss  Emma  Behner,  the 
date  whose  nativity  was  July  10,  1866.  The 
lady  was  a daughterof  John  and  Lydia  (Frasy) 
Behner,  who  were  likewise  married  in  Lorain 
county.  They  lived  in  Deiiance  and  in  differ- 
ent portions  of  Paulding  and  Putnam  counties, 


Ohio,  and  Mr.  Behner  now  resides  in  Clinton 
county,  111,  where  he  owns  a one-third  inter- 
est in  an  extensive  hoop  and  stave  factory  and 
bending  works.  He  is  a most  successful  busi- 
ness man,  a prohibitionist  in  politics  and  a 
Methodist  iii  religious  affiliations.  The  chil- 
dren in  order  of  their  birth  are  Emma,  Nellie 
(wife  of  John  Tingle)  and  Ida  (wife  of  James 
Miller),  all  of  whom  are  living. 

After  his  marriage,  Charles  E.  Wight  set- 
tled upon  the  farm  which  he  still  occupies, 
and  here  he  has  ever  since  made  his  iiome, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in  the 
city  of  Defiance.  When  he  took  possession 
of  this  farm,  however,  it  was  not  the  beautiful 
and  fertile  section  of  land  that  it  now  is.  At 
that  time  only  six  acres  were  cleared,  and  the 
surroundings  were  anything  but  inviting,  but 
by  indefatigable  industry  he  has  made  it  a 
most  substantial  and  comfortable  fare  home. 
In  addition  to  this  homestead,  Mrs.  Wight  is 
also  the  owner  of  another  tract  of  land  in  this 
township,  the  same  containing  forty  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wight  are  member-  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  Mr.  Wight  is  a steward 
in  the  local  organization  of  that  denomination. 
He  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  Sunday 
school  work,  has  officiated  as  superintendent 
and  now  teaches  a class  in  the  school.  He  is 
also  a member  of  lodge  No.  737,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Oakwood.  Mr. 
Wight  is  not  a partisan,  politically,  in  the 
sense  of  seeking  office,  and  prides  himself  upon 
voting  for  the  best  men  rather  than  for  party 
alone.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wight  have  a tamily  of 
three  children— Susie  Alta  and  Florence — and 
the  family  circle  is  a very  happy  one.  Mr. 
Wight  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section,  where  lie  is  classed  as  one  of  the 
progressive  and  successful  young  farmers,  and 
recogniz  M as  a public-spirited  and  liberal- 
minded  citizen,  ever  ready  to  contribute  hi- 
share  toward  the  w>  al  of  the  public. 
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DWARD  L.  WYGANT.— The  devel- 
opment of  the  state  of  Ohio  from  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness  into  the 
beautiful  and  fertile  country  that  it 
now  is,  has  been  accomplished  only  by  the 
natural  enterprise,  progressive  spirit  and  ambi- 
tious perseverance  of  the  men  who  invaded 
the  uninviting  forests  and  made  for  themselves 
and  families  comfortable  homes.  A man  of 
these  attributes  is  Edward  L.  Wygant,  con- 
cerning whose  genealogy  and  life  work  we  now 
make  due  mention  in  this  volume. 

Leroy  Wygant,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a 
native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where  he 
learned  his  trade  as  wheelwright  and  wagon- 
maker.  When  a young  man  he  left  his  native 
state  and  located  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  af- 
terward removing  to  Portage  county,  Ohio. 
Still  later  lie  located  at  Hartsburg,  Putnam 
count)'.  During  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
he  was  employed  at  his  trade,  although  later 
in  life  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ax 
handles.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  repub- 
lican, and  from  the  standpoint  of  that  party 
took  a lively  interest  in  public  affairs.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Elmira  Chase,  daughter  of 
Hainan  Chase,  was  solemnized  in  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  six  children:  Lorinda  A., 

Viola  E.  (wife  of  Valentine  Yakee),  Edward 
L.,  Frank  E.,  Allison  H.,  and  John  1).,  the 
last  named  being  deceased.  The  father  died 
in  October,  1886,  while  the  mother  is  still 
living. 

Eduard  L.  Wygant,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Iowa,  September  19,  1854.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  in 
the  meantime  improving  his  opportunities  by 
obtaining  a common-school  education.  A 
goodly  portion  of  hin  life  was  passed  at  me- 
chanical labor,  until  1887,  when  he  took  pos- 
session ol  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
August  20,  1876,  he  united  his  destinies  with 


those  of  Miss  Florence  J.  Smart,  who  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  August  31, 
1858.  She  is  a daughter  of  M.  L.  Smart,  who 
now  makes  his  home  with  Mr.  Wygant.  The 
name  of  Smart  is  closely  linked  with  the  earlv 
history  of  Ohio,  and  a brief  mention  of  Mrs. 
Wygant ’s  father  and  grandfather  is  not  out  of 
place  in  this  connection.  M.  L.  Smart  was  born 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  November  4,  1836. 
He  married  Miss  Priscilla  Carr,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Crain)  Carr,  w ho  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  April  1 4,  1836.  To 
them  were  born  six  children — Alta  J.,  Florence 
].,  Olive  C.,  William  F.,  Estelle  and  Leroy. 
Olive  C.  is  now  deceased.  They  always  lived 
in  Delaware  and  Union  counties  until  they 
came  to  Putnam  county  in  1872.  Mr  Smart 
is  one  of  the  genuine  Jacksonian  democrats, 
and  he  takes  a decided  interest  in  public  affairs. 
Although  possessed  of  only  a common-school 
education,  he  is  a man  of  keen  observation, 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  various  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor.  His  father,  William 
Smart,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  in 
1803,  and  was  a man  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  Ohio.  His  whole  life  was  passed  in 
the  state  and  county  of  his  nativity,  and  his 
name  was  a familiar  one  in  that  section.  He 
was  a colonel  in  the  old  militia,  and  at  one 
time  represented  his  county  in  the  state  legis- 
lature. Politically  he  was  one  of  the  old-time 
Jacksonian  democrats,  and  was  an  active  po- 
litical partisan.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Presbyterian,  and  a man  held  in  high  regard. 
He  married  Catherine  Davids,  who  was  born 
in  1803.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Davids,  and  proved  a valuable  helpmate  for 
her  distinguished  husband.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  their  names  being  Joseph, 
Isabella  j.,  M.  L.,  Samantha  ().,  Clarinda, 
Leroy  and  P rank. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Wv- 
gant  they  settled  in  Hartsburg,  Ohio,  where 
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they  lived  until  they  came  to  their  present 
place  in  1887.  The  land  comprising  their  fine 
farm  was  then  a perfect  wilderness,  not  a foot 
of  the  land  being  cleared,  and  covered  nearly 
knee-deep  with  water.  With  stout  hearts, 
however,  the  young  couple  set  to  work  to 
make  themselves  a home.  A spot  was  cleared 
away  sufficiently  large  to  erect  a house  thereon, 
and  when  this  had  been  accomplished  they 
settled  down  with  the  determination  to  trans- 
form the  wilderness  into  a comfortable  abiding 
place.  That  they  have  succeeded  in  the  effort 
is  plainly  to  be  seen  to-day.  Of  the  forty 
acres  comprising  the  farm  thirty-seven  acres 
are  now  tillable  and  fertile  land,  and  the  trans- 
formation has  been  effected  entirely  by  their 
own  efforts.  Two  daughters  have  been  born 
to  them,  Isabella  D.  and  Bertha  O.,  the  first- 
named  being  deceased.  Politically  Mr.  Wygant 
is  a republican,  and  in  religious  affiliations  his 
wife  is  a Methodist,  and  both  are  among  the 
highly  esteemed  people  of  this  township  and 
surrounding  country. 


AVID  WISTERMAN,  in  whose  honor 
Wisterman,  Putnam  county,  Ohio, 
was  named,  is  a gentleman  of  gen- 
eral culture,  refinement  and  wide  ed- 
ucation, who  is  descended  from  a long  line  of 
ancestors  noted  for  the  possession  of  similar 
attributes.  His  paternal  grandfather,  George 
J.  Wisterman,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  in  1795  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married 
a Miss  Brosius.  He  was  a fine  German  and 
English  scholar,  and  a student  of  Hebrew, 
Greek  and  Latin.  For  many  years  lie  was 
the  leading  Lutheran  divine  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  and  was  known  throughout  the 
east  as  a man  of  scholarly  attainments,  being 
the  author  of  several  books  and  possessing,  in 


addition  to  his  classical  education,  a thorough 
training  in  music. 

George  J.  Wisterman,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  near  Seneca,  hi.  Y.,  in  1797,  and  in 
his  youth  received  a liberal  education,  being 
prepared  for  the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  He  was  a German  and  Latin  scholar, 
and  early  in  life  taught  school  for  a time. 
Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Shingler  he  studied 
medicine,  and  in  connection  with  his  other  vo- 
cations practiced  the  noble  art  of  healing  for 
many  years.  In  1836  he  came  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Kalida,  where  he 
built,  owned  and  operated  a tan  yard.  In 
1846  he  disposed  of  this  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  he  had  purchased  in  Greensburg  town- 
ship, on  the  Blanchard  river.  Two  vears 
thereafter  he  bought  the  water  power  and  grist 
and  saw-mills  five  miles  west  of  Ins  farm,  and 
operated  the  same.  In  1849  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  Galifornia,  and  returning  in  1852  set- 
tled down  on  the  old  place  in  Greens' > irg, 
where  he  died  in  January,  1853.  He  was  an 
old-line  whig  in  politics,  and  for  a numl  v of 
years  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the.  peace.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  a Miss  Pontius,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children — Henry,  Joseph  and  Isabella. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Cigler,  who  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1817.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Catherine  Cigler,  who  were  also  nativ  -s  of 
Pennsylvania.  Our  subject’s  parents  had  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Sarah,  David,  Eliza, 

Isaac,  Jonas,  Mary,  Catherine  and  Susan. 

David  Wisterman  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Kalida,  Ohio,  March  9,  1838.  In  his  early 
youth  his  time  was  passed  at  school,  in  his 
father’s  office,  and  upon  the  farm.  He  re- 
ceived private  instruction  in  Latin  and  later 
attended  the  college  of  Kenyon,  where  be  pre- 
pared himself  for  the  profession  of  teaching, 
paying  particular  attention  to  higher  mathe- 
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matics.  He  taught  twenty-eight  terms  of 
school  with  unqualified  success  — the  major 
portion  of  the  time  in  Putnam  county — where 
he  ranked  as  the  best  instructor  of  the  day, 
teaching  the  highest  grades  then  in  vogue  and 
being  the  first  teacher  to  give  instruction  in 
algebra  in  the  common  schools.  During  his 
pedagogical  labors  he  always  kept  fully  abreast 
of  the  times  by  pursuing  a wide  course  of  read- 
ing, and  eventually  gave  up  the  profession  only 
on  account  of  continued  ill  health.  For  the 
past  fifteen  years  he  has  practiced  homeopathy 
more  or  less,  and  possesses  a fine  collection  of 
works  by  the  best  medical  authorities.  Mr. 
Wisterman  is  a polished  and  highly  educated 
man,  and  one  with  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to 
converse.  He  is  a wide  reader  of  current  and 
scientific  literature,  is  an  enthusiastic  disciple 
of  Darwin,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters. 

August  14,  1862,  David  Wisterman  re- 

sponded to  the  call  of  his  country  and  enlisted 
in  company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  as  musician,  and  was 
in  the  “foot  race”  after  Bragg.  On  account 
of  physical  disability  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  August  27,  1863.  Mr.  Wisterman 
owns  three  productive  farms,  their  acreage 
being  respectively  141,  120  and  eighty-three, 
and  makes  his  home  upon  the  largest  one  of 
the  three.  Last  summer  he  erected  a modern 
elevator  and  feed-mill  which  will  add  greatly 
to  the  welfare  of  this  community.  He  believes 
that  the  people’s  party  stands  nearer  the  old 
Jacksonian  principles  than  does  any  other  party 
in  existence  in  this  country,  and  consequently 
he  is  a firm  believer  therein.  He  is  a member 
of  Drake  post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Continental,  and 
socially  is  deservedly  popular. 

Mr.  Wisterman  was  united  in  marriage, 
March  17,  1864,  to  Miss  Leandra  Brower, 
daughter  of  Brickman  and  Angeline  (Stalnaker) 
Brower.  'The  father  was  a native  of  North 


Carolina,  and  the  mother  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  early  became  identified  with  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  as  pioneer  settlers.  Brickman 
Brower  was  a leading  man  in  the  Methodist 
church  and  a strong  republican.  Mrs.  Wister- 
man’s  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Brower, 
was  a native  and  resident  of  Randolph  county, 
N.  C.,  where  he  married  Miss  Nellie  Staley. 
He  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a prominent 
citizen  of  the  south.  Nine  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisterman,  of  whom 
the  eldest  two  are  deceased.  In  order  of  birth 
they  are  named  as  follows:  Chauncey  B., 

Lizzie  I.,  William  H. , Thomas  C. , Harvey  M., 
Alexis  E.,  Viola  M. , George  J.  and  Myra  M. 


AUL  YARGER.— Well  may  those  of 
this  end-of-the-century  period  pay 
tribute  of  honor  to  the  courageous 
men  and  women  who  deprived  them- 
selves of  those  elements  which  go  to  make  up 
the  creature  comforts  of  life  and  those  environ- 
ments which  contribute  to  personal  enjoyment, 
for  the  purpose  of  grappling  with  the  forest 
wilds  and  evolving  therefrom  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive farms,  thereby  contributing  to  the  ma- 
terial prosperity  and  the  substantial  advance- 
ment of  this  greatest  republic  the  world  has 
ever  known.  Strong  hearts  and  willing  hands 
were  typical  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  the 
middle  west,  and  there  is  to  be  accorded  them 
not  only  honor  but  gratitude  for  their  ceaseless 
toil  and  endeavor. 

Paul  Yarger,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Monroe 
township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  is  hon- 
ored for  his  integrity  and  for  his  earnest  efforts 
in  furthering  the  advancement  of  this  prosper- 
ous section  of  the  state.  His  grandfather, 
John  Yarger,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  was  reared  there  to  maturity.  He 
espoused  in  marriage  a Miss  Anker,  and  in 
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i 804  they  identified  themselves  with  the  pioneer 
history  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  taking  up  their 
abode  upon  a tract  of  160  acres,  all  of  which 
was  a virgin  forest,  and  which  Mr.  Yarger  suc- 
ceeded in  reclaiming  and  developing  into  a rich 
and  productive  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Jacksonian  democrat  and  in  religion  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
They  became  people  of  prominence  and  in- 
fluence, and  during  the  war  of  1812  Mr.  Yar- 
ger showed  his  loyal  allegiance  to  his  native 
land  by  rendering  active  service  in  that  struggle. 

John  Yarger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  reared  to  farm 
life.  Upon  attaining  maturity  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Christina  Kiester,  daughter  of 
John  Kiester,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Jacob,  Paul,  Adam, 

live,  Sarah,  Samuel  and  Laac.  The  parents 
were  married  in  Peri)'  county,  Ohio,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  having 
maintained  their  residence  upon  a fine  farm  oi 
eighty  acres.  In  religion  they  were  Lutherans, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Yarger  clung  to  the  princi- 
ples of  his  father. 

Paul  Yarger,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
review,  was  born  in  Perrv  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 9,  1831,  and  received  his  educational 
discipline  in  a primitive  log  school-house,  such 
as  represented  the  only  evidence  of  educational 
institutions  in  that  period  and  locality.  In 
December,  1853,  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  A. 
Yarger,  daughter  of  George  Yarger,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Adam,  Eve  (deceased),  John,  Paul,  Jr.,  Annie, 
Sarah  and  Joseph.  After  residing  for  two 
years  in  b airfield  county  Mr.  Yargei  removed 
with  his  family  to  Monroe  township,  Putnam 
county,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
section,  and  undergoing  many  of  the  trials  and 
vicissitudes  which  had  attended  his  ancestors 
in  their  efforts  in  the  still  earlier  days.  The 


date  of  his  arrival  in  this  county  was  1855,  and 
he  has  seen  the  county  transformed  irom  a 
veritable  wilderness  into  a favored  and  flour- 
ishing section,  with  well-tilled  farms  and  at- 
tractive villages.  He  labored  early  and  late, 
and  at  last  realized  his  ambition  in  the  reclaim- 
ing of  as  fine  a tract  of  farming  land  as  is  to 
be  found  in  the  countv.  He  has  cleared  two 
farms,  and  the  area  of  his  possessions  now 
aggregates  224  acres.  He  is  a man  of  inflexible 
principle  and  strong  individuality,  and  well 
merits  the  position  which  he  holds  a-'  one  of 
the  leading  and  honored  pioneers  of  Monroe 
township.  Politically  he  has  ever  b.-  n an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principal  and  policy  of 
the  democratic  party. 


OHM  YARN  ELL,  a leading  fanner  of 
Palmer  township,  Putnam  countv,  was 
born  in  Guernsuv  county,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 9,  185.4,  a son  of  David  and 
Mary  (Lantz)  Yarnell.  The  father,  David 
Yarned,  of  English  descent,  was  also  a native 
of  Guernsey  county,  was  born  in  18:  , and 
followed  the  vocation  of  a farmer  all  his  life. 
He  married  in  his  native  county  Mary  1 antz, 
a daughter  of  George  Lantz,  who  was  born 
September  11,  1814.  David  Yarned  died,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1S54,  and  in  November  of  the  same 
year  his  widow,  with  her  infant  child,  who 
never  knew  his  father,  and  lu  r other  children 
— Aaron,  Mary  A.,  Jonas,  Sarah,  Alexander, 
George,  David  and  Hugh — moved  to  Hardin 
county.  She  lived  > a thirteen  years  1 single 
woman,  and  then  became  the  wife  of  William 
Spnrr,  who  also  died,  and  the  mother  was 
summoned  to  her  long  home  October  1,  1893, 
dying  at  the  residenci  of  her  son  John,  our 
subject,  with  whom  she  had  passed  the  later 
years  of  her  second  widowhood.  Sh"  was  a 
lady  of  many  domestic  virtues,  being  devoted 
to  her  children  and  her  home,  and  her  loss, 
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even  at  her  advanced  age,  was  a deep  affliction 
to  her  sorrowing  offspring. 

It  will  be  seen  that  John  Yarnell,  our  sub- 
ject, was  a mere  infant  in  arms  when  his 
widowed  ■ mother  moved  to  Hardin  count)'. 
There  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  being  an  apt  scholar  soon  attained 
the  information  necessary  to  carry  through 
successfully  the  affairs  of  life.  Reared  under 
his  mother's  care  until  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  taught  all  those  lessons  of  moral- 
ity which  make  men  successful  in  life— for, 
from  honesty  always  springs  prosperity  when 
added  to  industry,  a virtue  which  our  subject 
never  lacked.  Alter  arriving  at  his  majority 
he  was  married,  November  25,  1875,  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Long,  who  was  born  October  14,  1846, 
a daughter  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  Long,  the 
marriage  resulting  in  the  birth  of  one  child — 
Ida.  Mrs.  Yarnell  was  a pious  Christian  and 
died  m the  faith  of  the  German  Reform  church 
January  25,  1882,  on  the  farm  at  present  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Yarnell.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Yarnell  was  to  Ophelia,  daughter  of 
Zacharias  Tobias,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children — Metta, 
Lloyd,  Elva  and  Paul. 

At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Yar- 
nell settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Palmer 
township,  Putnam  county,  and  has  brought  to 
perfection  a homestead  that  vies  with  any  in 
the  township.  This  farm  comprises  1 10  acres, 
is  improved  with  a modern  frame  dwelling  and 
is  well  stocked  in  every  particular.  He  makes 
a specialty  of  potatoes,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  edible  he  has  the  past  year  devoted 
twenty-five  acres.  In  politics  he  is  a republi- 
can; in  religion  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  of  which  lie  is  a trustee.  Ills 
wife  is  also  a member  of  this  church,  and  both 
are  actio  in  its- work,  and  deeply  interested  in 
the  progress  of  the  Sunday-school.  They  con- 
tribute liberally  of  their  means  to  the  support 


of  the  denomination  in  which  they  place  their 
faith,  and  live  in  strict  accordance  with  its 
teachings.  Mr.  Yarnell  is  an  advocate  of  good 
toads,  good  schools  and  good  morals,  and  is  a 
promoter  of  everything  that  tends  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  undertakings, 
and  although  yet  a comparatively  young  man. 
has  reached  a standing  among  the  formost  of 
the  agriculturists  of  Palmer  township.  He  is 
universally  respected  for  his  straightforwan 
demeanor  and  honest  expression  ol  opinion, 
and  few  men  of  the  township  stand  higher  than 
he  in  the  general  esteem. 


ENRY  I).  YENNLR,  a prominent 
farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Jackson  township.  Putnam  county, 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
December  20,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  David 
and  Francis  Yenner.  The  lather  and  mothei 
were  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and 
were  there  married,  but  came  to  America  and 
located  in  Fairfield  county  Ohio,  some  time 
in  the  early  'forties,  and  in  1855  removed  to 
Putnam  county,  where  they  purchased  240 
acres  of  land,  on  a part  of  which  Henry  I). 
Yenner,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  now  lives. 
The  mother  .died  in  1856  and  the  father  six 
months  later,  two  children  surviving  them, 
Henry  David,  and  Frances,  the  wife  of  John 
Friend,  .a  farmer  of  Jackson  township.  Three 
other  children  were  born  to  them,  all  deceased; 
Mary,  Christian  and  Fred. 

After  the  death  of  their  parents  Henry  and 
his  sister,  Frances,  were  taken  care  of  by 
J.  H.  Allemier,  but  when  the  brother  attained 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  life  for  him- 
self and  for  three  years  made  his  home  with 
Mr,  Friend;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  lie 
went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mieh.,  where  he  re- 
mained a year,  and  then  icturned  to  Putnam 
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county,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade  for  two  years,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Alleinier,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick and  Phena  (Friend)  Allemier.  The  fruit 
of  this  union  was  five  children,  as  follows: 
Phene,  born  October  10,  1876;  Otto,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  John,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years  and  Lena,  born 
April  26,  1885;  and  Jacob,  July  13,  1890. 

The  mother,  Mary  (Allemier)  Yenner,  was 
born  August  1 1,  1856,  in  Putnam  county.  Her 
father  was  a native  of  Germany  and  her  mother 
of  Pennsylvania;  the  father  departed  this  life 
in  1862  but  the  mother  is  still  living. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Henry  Yen- 
ner and  his  young  wife  lived  on  a part  of  his 
present  place,  which  part  he  has  since,  sold, 
and  in  1888  located  where  we  now  find  him, 
where  he  has  built  a pleasant  home  and  sur- 
rounded himself  with  the  many  comfortable 
things  that  go  to  make  farm  life  happy  and  de- 
sirable. He  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  are  esteemed  as  among 
the  best  ane  most  worthy  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Yenner  is  a model  American  citi-  | 
zen  politically — that  is,  he  supports  the  best 
man,  regardless  of  politics  and  party,  and 
withal  he  is  a public-spirited,  wide-awake, 
thoroughgoing  citizen,  and  the  kind  of 
neighbor  and  friend  one  wishes  to  possess. 


w'lLLIAM  H.  YOUNG,  a mill  owner 
M I and  the  postmaster  at  Dorninton, 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  one  of 
most  prominent  and  influential  of 
the  young  men  of  Greensburg  township,  was 
born  in  Vermillion,  Ohio,  in  1854,  his  parents 
being  John  \V.  and  Margaret  (Sterns)  Young, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1830,  a son  of  Henry  Young,  an  architect  and 
builder.  About  1832  or  1833  Henry  Young 
came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Lorain 


county,  Ohio,  but  afterward  moved  to  San- 
dusky county,  where  he  remained  a while  and 
then  moved  to  Ottawa  county,  where  he  died. 
His  son  John,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  Germany 
before  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  country. 
He  afterward  taught  school  there  and  learned 
the  trade  of  stone-cutter  and  stone-mason. 
Soon  after  coming  to  America  with  his  father 
he  married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Katharine  Stevens,  of  Vermillion,  Ohio, 
who  had  come  from  Germany  to  America  with 
her  parents  about  1830.  One  son  was  born  to 
them — William  H.,  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
■written.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1856 
in  the  faith  of  the  Luther  n church.  Mr.  Young 
remained  single  for  a while  and  then  married 
Margaret  Hague.  After  this  marriage  he.  for 
a while,  lived  at  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  and 
then  moved  to  Ottawa  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  saw-milling  and  the  manufacture  of 
staves.  Ten  years  latei  he  moved  to  North 
Greek,  Putnam  county,  where  he  owns  a large 
stave  and  mill  plant,  and  is  also  engaged 
in  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat, 
and  has  held  several  local  offices,  including 
that  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
socially  a member  of  the  German  ordc  of 
Druids.  He  is  a prominent  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  His  family  by  his  second 
marriage  consists  of  twelve  children:  Kate, 

the  wife  of  Roy  Trout;  Maggie,  married 
to  Harry  Swartz;  Annie,  married  to  Boone 
Taylor,  of  North  Creek;  Delia,  the  wife  of 
Globe  Perry,  of  Wood  county;  Lizzie  and  an 
infant,  deceased;  Susie,  at  home;  Louie,  of 
lronville,  Ohio;  Henry  and  Fred,  of  Wood 
county;  Jacob  and  Andrew,  still  at  home. 

William  H.  Young,  of  whom  this  biograph- 
ical sketch  is  written,  was  given  an  education 
in  the  common  schools  at  Ottawa  and  then 
I attended  high  school  at  Elmore.  He  married 
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Katie.  Frances,  who  was  born  in  Fremont, 
Ohio,  Jill)' 8,  [865.  Her  father,  James  Frances, 
was  a native  of  France,  and  her  mother,  Mary 
(Perney)  Frances,  was  a native  of  Fremont, 
Ohio,  hut  of  French  ancestry. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Young  engaged  in 
the  saw-mill  business  at  North  Creek  for 
awhile,  and  then  moved  to  Toledo,  where  he 
was  foreman  of  a machine  shop  for  two  years, 
and  for  three  years  lumber  inspector.  In  1889 
he  operated  a saw-mill  at  Wisterman,  and  in 
1890  at  Continental.  In  1891  he  started  his 
present  mill  and  has  been  very  successful.  He 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  interest  of  the  democ- 
racy, and  he  has  been  rewarded  by  being 
made  postmaster  of  Dorninton.  He  is  an 
active,  energetic  business  man,  a public-spirited 
citizen;  socially  he  is  an  active  member  in  the 
I.  O.  O F.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church.  One  little  daughter,  Mabel, 
makes  bright  their' happy  home. 


R.  A.  M.  ZEBOLI),  of  Palmer  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  with  his  resi- 
dence at  Hector,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
northwest  Ohio,  and  although  a resident  of  a 
few  years  only  of  Putnam  county,  has  here  at- 
tained a most  enviable  reputation.  Fie  was 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  October  17, 
1853,  and  is  of  German  descent. 

George  Zebold,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  February  8, 
1803,  and  was  a brother  of  Christian  Zebold, 
a famous  general  of  the  German  army.  He 
married  Elizabeth  April,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 19.  [805,  and  there  were  born  to  this 
union,  in  Germany,  three  children — John, 
George  and  Louisa,  and  after  the  coining  of 
the  family  to  the  United  States,  in  1832,  there 
were  F rn  Christian,  Andrew,  Daniel  and 
Mary  b On  coming  to  America,  the  grand- 


father located  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  near 
Basil,  and  engaged  in  work  on  the  Hocking 
Valley  canal,  but  a few  years  later  moved  to 
Flocking  county  and  bought  a tract  of  govern- 
ment land,  at  $1.25  per  acre.  This  land  was 
all  in  timber,  but  by  strenuous  exertion  and 
unceasing  industry  Mr.  Zebold  cleared  it  from 
the  forest,  converted  it  into  a productive  farm, 
improved  it  to  the  utmost,  and  eventually  be- 
came one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Zebold,  until  the  opening  oi 
the  late  Civil  war,  was  a democrat  in  his  poli- 
tics, but  afterward  became  a republican.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  German  Metho- 
dist church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  died  in 
March,  1867;  his  wife  survived  him  until  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  when  she  pissed  away  in  the 
faith  of  the  German  Reform  church. 

George  Zebold,  Jr.,  si  n of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (April)  Zebold,  spoken  of  above,  was 
born  in  Germany,  as  stated,  November  24, 
1829,  and  was  but  three  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents.  He  received 
a good  common-school  education  and  learned 
the  trade  of  millwright.  In  1850  lie  married 
Miss  Louisa  Lance,  who  was  born  in  Hocking 
county,  Ohio,  November  12,  1829,  a daughter 
of  Christian  and  Sarah  Lance,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  of  German  extraction.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Lance  died  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  July  26,  1861,  a true  Christian  woman 
and  devoted  mother.  To  George  and  Louisa 
Zebold  were  born  four  children,  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Elizabeth,  October  18,  1851;  Abra- 

ham M.,  October  17,  1853,  Christian,  January 
6,  1856 — died  May  9,  1888,  and  Samuel,  born 
January  21,  1858.  The  father  of  this  family 
enlisted  August  3,  1861,  ii  an  Ohio  infantry 
regiment,  and  gallantly  served  until  honorably 
discharged  August  3,  1864.  lie  was  the  first 
man  to  mount  the  breastworks  at  Corinth,  an 
act  of  daring  for  which  lie  was  very  highly 
commended.  In  1 866  he  took  for  his  second 
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helpmate  Louisa  Simon,  and  this  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  born  in  the 
following  order:  Hannibal  E.,  November  9, 

186S;  Carrie  B.,  June  3,  1870;  Olona  H., 
Januar-y  9,  1872;  Francis  A.,  December  2, 
1875,  and  Mary  A.,  December  30,  1877.  Mr. 
Zebold  is  politically  a stanch  republican,  a 
Methodist  in  religion,  and  fraternally  a member 
of  McCoy  post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a Mason. 

Abraham  M.  Zebold,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  passed  his  early  years  on  the 
home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
entered  the  Northwestern  Ohio  university  at 
Ada,  where  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring 
a sound  literarv  education  He  then  taught 
school  for  eight  consecutive  years,  meeting 
with  exceptional  success.  In  1881  he  began 
the  study  ol  medicine  under  Dr.  Davis  Hard- 
erman,  (A  Sterling  Medical  college,  from  which 
he  graduated  March  4,  1884,  and  located  for 
practice  in  Saint  Clair  county,  Mo.,  where  his 
superior  abilities  were  at  once  recognized,  and 
after  four  years  of  remunerative  practice  in 
that  county  was  appointed  assistant  physician 
at  the  Kansas  State  Insane  asylum,  which  po- 
sition lie  filled  for  five  years  with  great  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
authorities,  availing  himself,  in  the  meantime, 
ol  the  opportunity  lor  the  investigation  of  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  demented  inmates,  and 
storing  up  the  results  of  his  observations  for 
future  use.  He  then,  in  1893,  came  to  Hec- 
tor, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he  lias  al- 
n aily  established  a lucrative  practice,  extend- 
ing for  miles  into  the  surrounding  country. 

The  marriage  ot  the  doctor  took  place 
March  1886,  to  Miss  Annie  j.  Sniffen,  who 
was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  September  12,  1 
186b,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  A. 
(\\  cstcrman)  Sniffen,  the  result  of  the  con- 
genial union  being  four  children,  viz:  Mabel  1 

A , born  July  8,  1887;  William  T , July  4,  j 
1 8 No ; Russell  \Y.,  May  28,  1893,  and  Cloyd 


Meakin.  The  doctor  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  he 
is  a Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  their 
social  standing  is  in  the  best  circles  of  Putnam 
county.  Politically  the  doctor  is  a republican, 
and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  North- 
western Ohio  Medical  society,  of  Osawatomie 
lodge,  No.  264,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men bf  Kansas,  and  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  lodge  No.  72,  of  Deep  Water, 
Henry  county,  Mo.  The  doctor  keeps  well 
abreast  of  the  advances  made  by  the  prof-  s- 
sion,  being  a subscriber  to  most  of  the  higher 
class  of  medical  journals  of  the  United  States 
and  to  several  of  the  more  important  publica- 
tions ( j l Europe.  His  library  is  well  supplied 
with  all  the  standard  authorities  up  to  <;  c, 
and,  being  a close  student  and  constant  reader, 
he  has  made  himself  familiar  with  the  con- 
tents of  all  these  various  volumes.  But  it  is 
to  his  own  keen  powers  of  observation  that  rhe 
doctor’s  success  is  mostly  due,  and  he  would 
seem  to  be  endowed  with  an  innate  aptitude 
for  the  profession  which  he  has  adopted  for 
his  life  work. 


ANIEL  ZEIGLER,  a prominent  and 
fore-handed  farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Putnam  county,  Ohio,  is  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Fullmer) 
Zeigler.  The  father  was  born  in  Northumber- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  1 1,  1806,  his  father, 
Jacob  Zeigler,  being  also  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and 
married  and  became  the  father  of  seven  ''il- 
dren,  Peter,  our  subj<  rt’s  father,  being  the 
eldest.  Peter  Zeigler  was  reared  on  a f irm 
and  in  the  year  1827  married  Sarah  Fullmer, 
a daughter  of  John  Fullmer,  also  a nativ  of 
Pennsylvania  and  an  earlv  settler  of  Ashland 
county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Sarah  Zeigler  was  1 urn 
in  the  same  state,  February  10,  1810,  and 
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died  November  2,  1892.  She  was  the  mother 
of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Caroline,  de- 

ceased; John,  a farmer;  Daniel,  of  this  sketch; 
Catherine,  widow,  of  William  Leathers;  Han- 
nah, widow  of  Isaac  Fellows;  Jacob,  a farmer 
of  Illinois;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Rosen- 
dale  and  later  widow  of  Samuel  Heaton  ; Sarah, 
wife  of  George  Browneller;  Peter,  of  Kansas; 
Adeline,  deceased,  and  Emanuel,  farmer. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  Mr.  Zeigler  came  to 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  bought  a tract  of 
uncleared  land,  which  he  improved  and  farmed 
until  1852,  when  he  moved  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  eight  years  ago, 
when  he  removed  to  Bloomdale  and  retired 
from  active  life.  He  has  been  a successful 
man  in  many  essential  respects  - financially  he 
is  well-to-do,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him ; he  is  liberal  and  public  spirited,  and 
never  loses  sight  of  the  welfare  and  best  inter- 
ests of  any  place  in  which  he  lives.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a democrat  and  in  religion  a Lutheran. 

Daniel  Ziegler  was  born  in  Northumber- 
land county,  Pa.,  July  19,  1833,  remained 
at  home  until  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  on  January  1,  1859,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mary  Jane  Cushman,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Nancy  (Russell)  Cushman.  'Phis 
marriage  took  place  in  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
them  was  born  seven  children,  viz:  Calvin,  a 
farmer  of  Dupont;  John,  born  July  4,  1861, 
now  of  Dupont;  Ella,  born  January  19,  1865, 
wife  of  Albert  Thomas,  an  engineer  of  Dupont; 
Liberta,  born  in  1869,  wife  of  Albert  Neff; 
Corintha,  wife  of  ().  Ladd  of  Dupont;  Virgil, 
born  1 871,  now  at  home,  and  Lisle,  born  1873, 
at  home.  I he  mother  and  w'ife  was  born  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  1835,  on  the  loth 
day  oi  February,  but  when  twelve  years  of 
age  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  she  lived 
until  married  to  Mr.  Zeigler.  Her  father  was 
a native  oi  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  parent 
of  nini  children,  \ i / : Russell,  of  WaterviMc, 


Wood  county,  Ohio;  David,  of  Michigan;  Mrs. 
Daniel  Zeigler;  Squire,  of  Michigan;  Celestia, 
widow  of  George  Ward,  of  Michigan;  Corin- 
thia,  w'ife  of  Orlando  Russell,  of  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.,  a retired  lawyer;  Almeda,  w'ife  of  Samuel 
Robinson,  of  Philadelphia;  John,  a publisher, 
of  Del roit, . Mich. , and  Calvin,  also  of  Mich- 
igan. Mrs.  Zeigler’s  father  died  in  1852,  but 
her  mother  is  ye t living  in  Michigan;  both 
were  members  of  the  Disciple  church,  and  the 
father  was  an  old-line  whig. 

After  his  marriage  Daniel  Zeigler  came  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  on  the 
home  place  until  1862,  wh.  ri  he  moved  to 
Paulding  county,  and  bought  a tract  of  land, 
w'hich  he  parti)  improved ; this,  in  1874,  he 
sold  and  came  to  Putnam  county,  where  he 
bought  forty  acres  of  partly  cleared  land  in 
Perry  township,  which  he  continued  to  im- 
prove and  on  which  he  built  a house  and  barn, 
but  in  1 888  he  sold  this  and  bought  his  present 
place  of  120  acres  of  the  best-improved  fann- 
ing land  in  the  township.  Here  lu  has  a 
handsome  home,  surrounded  with  the  elegancies 
and  conveniences  common  to  modern  farm 
life,  and  when  we  look  upon  this  comfortable 
homestead  and  remember  that  but  a few  years 
ago  the  owners’  w orldly  goods  were  represented 
by  one  horse,  it  is  understood  what  pluck  and 
perseverance  mean.  He  is  a liberal  man — 
both  in  purse  and  in  character— broad  viewed 
and  generous — a man  who  makes  any  com- 
munity richer  and  better  for  having  lived  in  it. 
He  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  but  has  the  wide  faith  that  there  is 
good  in  other  societies,  and  believes  that  a 
Christian  is  known  by  his  deeds  and  not  his 
creed.  Mrs.  Zeigler  is  a member  of  the  C hris- 
tian church,  to  which  denomination  Mr.  Zeig- 
ler donates  liberally.  In  j > > 1 1 tics  he  is  a 
democrat  in  principle,  and  has  held  numerous 
offices,  lie  is  a memberof  the  G.  A.  R.  post, 
No.  93,  of  Dupont,  having  served  in  the  late 
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war,  enlisting  February  10,  1865,  in  company 
H.  One  Hundred  and  Ninty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  receiving  his  discharge  at  Camp 
Chase  in  September,  1865.  As  a general 
farmer  and  breeder  of  fine  horses,  our  subject 
stands  among  the  first  in  the  county.  He  is 
enterprising,  honest,  and  liberal,  a combination 
of  qualities  that  rarely  fails  to  make  a good 
citizen. 


Vpyr jC*  ILLIAM  S.  ZELLER,  member  of 
M m I ^ie  hrm  J-  J-  & W.  S.  Zeller, 
the  leading  insurance  and  loan  firm 
of  Ottawa,  is  a native  of  Putnam 
.county,  Ohio,  born  near  the  “old  Ashenfelter 
mill”,  Blanchard  township,  on  the  8th  day  of 
October,  1865,  and  a son  of  J.  J.  and  ElizaA. 
(Ashenfelter)  Zeller.  Until  his  thirteenth  year, 
the  subject  lived  with  his  parents  in  the  town 
of  Gilboa,  Putnam  county,  and  then  came  to 
Otta,  with  the  family,  and  has  since  made  this 
city  his  home.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
a good  education  in  the  Ottawa  schools,  grad- 
uating from  the  same  in  1885,  after  which  he 
accepted  the  position  of  deputy  postmaster  of 
Ottawa,  under  his  father,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  commissioned  to  the  railway 
postal  service.  He  was  the  first  postal  clerk 
on  the  Pittsburg,  Akron  & Western  railroad 
from  Carey  to  Delphos,  and  after  serving  as 
such  for  sixteen  days,  was  transferred  to  the 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  road,  his  run 
being  from  Toledo  to  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Zeller 
remained  in  the  mail  service  for  a period  of 
two  years,  nine  months,  and  thirteen  days, 
during  which  time  his  reputation  was  second 
to  that  of  no  other  clerk  on  the  route. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
Mr.  Zeller  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
m Ottawa,  and  at  this  time,  as  already  stated, 
is  tiie  leading  insurance  man  in  the  county. 


Associated  with  him  in  the  business  is]  J. 
Zeller,  the  firm  thus  constituted  having  been 
organized  in  1889,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  operating  extensively  in  Putnam  and 
counties  adjoining.  So  encouraging  has  been 
the  success  of  the  Messrs.  Zeller  that,  in  1894, 
their  business  was  much  greater  than  that  of 
all  other  firms  in  the  county  combined.  They 
represent  at  this  time  fifteen  of  the  largest  and 
most  responsible  fire  companies  in  the  country, 
give  considerable  attention  to  life  and  accident 
insurance,  and  have  a large  and  lucrative  bus- 
iness as  loan  agents.  Mr.  Zeller  is  one  of  the 
progressive  men  of  Ottawa,  and  his  success  is 
due  to  his  own  energy  and  untiring  industry. 
Politically  he  is  a democrat,  and  fraterw.lly 
stands  high  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  Ottawa 
lodge.  No.  325,  Ottawa  chapter,  No.  113  ind 
Putnam  council,  No.  89.  He  is  also  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  an  1 die 
Pythian  order,  in  the  deliberations  of  which 
he  takes  an  active  interest.  Mr.  Zeller  was 
married  December  17,  1890,  to  Miss  Ella  H. 
Musser,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lila  (Hagen- 
baugh)  Musser.  Mrs.  Zeller  was  born  at  Os- 
borne, Greene  county,  Ohio,  September  17, 
1865,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Ann  T. 
Zeller,  who  was  born  September  19,  1891. 


EV.  CHRISTIAN  ZINNERLY  was 
born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1841,  and  is  still  a resident 
of  his  native  township  of  Riley.  He 
is  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  tc  John 
and  Anna  (Burner)  Zmnerly,  both  natives*  of 
Alsace,  France.  The  father  came  to  America 
in  1831,  and  to  Ohio  in  the  same  year,  tarry- 
ing in  Wayne  county  until  about  1834,  "hen 
he  came  to  Putnam  county  and  entered  the 
land  on  which  our  subject  now  lives.  The 
father,  although  a cripple,  was  very  industi  ions; 
he  was  a weaver  by  trade,  and  filled  in  his 
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spare  time  in  making  wooden  rakes  and  forks. 
After  entering  his  land  he  began  improving  it, 
and  after  his  marriage,  which  event  did  not 
take  place  until  he  was  fifty  years  of  age,  he 
found  in  his  wife  a faithful" and  valuable  help- 
mate. The  three  children  horn  to  this  union 
are  Peter,  a fanner  of  Allen  county,  Ohio; 
John,  of  the  same  county  and  following  the 
same  calling,  and  Christian,  our  subject.  Mr. 
Zinnerly  died  June  21,  i U 5 5 , Ins  wife  surviving 
until  March  23,  1894. 

Mrs.  Anna  (Burner)  Zinnerly,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a daughter  of  Nicholas  Burner, 
who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  armies  of  the 
great  Napoleon  and  died  in  France.  His  wife, 
Margaret,  subsequently  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  her  family 
consisting  of  herself  and  three  daughters  - 
Catherine,  Mary  and  Anna.  Of  these  Cathe- 
rine was  first  married  to  a Mr.  Sutter,  hy 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  alter  his  death  she  married  A.  Luga- 
bill,  to  w hom  she  has  borne  one  child,  Magda- 
lena. Mrs.  Margaret  Burner  ended  her  days 
in  peace  m Way  ne  county,  highly  respected  by 
a II  who  knew  her. 

Rev.  Christian  Zinnerly,  whose  name  opens 
this  biogi apliy,  was  taught  the  rudiments  of 
Fnglish  m the  old  log  school-house  of  his  dis- 
trict and  was  reared  to  endure  the  severe  train- 
ing of  farm  life  on  the  old  homestead.  At  the 
death  of  his  father,  as  above  related,  he  be- 
came the  chief  aid  and  reliance  of  his  mother 
and  virtually  had  charge  ot  the  farm  in  the 
interest,  ol  his  mother,  and  her  children  until 
he  himself  bought  tl  e right  of  the  heirs  and 
became  sole  proprietor  of  the  place. 

While  still  a single  man,  M r.  Zinnarly  taught 
school  for  a number  ol  years,  giving  instruction 
in  both  (jcrman  and  Fnglish.  After  his  mar- 
riage, of  which  further  mention  will  be  made 
further  on,  he  commenced  preaching,  in  1876, 
m the  Swiss  Mcnnonite  church,  having  that 


year  been  ordained  a preacher,  and  in  1888 
was  ordained  an  elder.  Since  1872  he  has 
had  charge  of  various  flocks  and  is  now  a 
bishop,  his  diocese  comprising  two  churches, 
with  three  ministers  and  an  attendance  of  over 
1 ,000  communicants,  supplemented  with  well 
attended  Sabbath-schools.  F he  marriage  of 

our  subject  was  solemnized  May  26,  [8/0,with 
Miss  Mary  Weltv,  who  was  horn  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  November  20,  1849.  The  father 
of  this  lady,  John  Weltv,  was  born  at  Berne, 
Switzerland,  was  there  married  to  Marv  Ann 
Garber,  and  then  came  to  America,  buying,  a 
few  years  later,  the  farm  on  which  he  still 
lives,  in  Riley  township,  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 
He  has  reared  a family  of  twelve  children,  viz: 
Frederick,  John  N.,  Abraham,  Fannie,  Chris- 
tian, David,  Mary,  John,  Amos,  Peter.  Samuel, 
and  Anna.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
September  29,  1892,  aged  seventy-fo'1'  years; 
the  father  still  survives,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  and,  with  the  children  that  still  surround 
him,  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Monnonite 
church . 

The  union  of  Rev.  Mr.  Zinnerly  and  wife 
has  been  blessed  with  the  following  children: 
Sarah,  born  April  1,  1871,  wife  f Levi 

Oberly,  a farmer;  Caroline,  born  July  10, 
1872;  Mary  A.,  March  20,  1874;  John,  De- 
cember 15,  1875;  David,  September  25,  1877; 
Anna,  May  26,  1880;  Lavina,  July  18,  1882; 
Paulina,  August  31,  1884;  Arden  Christian, 
December  5,  1886;  Leonard  Milton,  March  6, 
1889,  and  Homer  C.,  September  20,  1891. 
Mr.  Zinnerly  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
ministerial  career  and  has  brought,  through 
his  eloquence  and  fervid  exhortations  and 
lucid  explanation  of  the  doctrines  of  his  church, 
many  within  its  fold,  who  would  still,  were  it 
not  for  him,  be  as  lost  sheep  in  the  wilderness, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  fully  appreciated, 
not  only  by  his  immediate  adherents,  but  by 
the  public  at  large. 
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